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BOOK  VL 

WHEN  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  grand  mas- 
ter arrived  at  Khodes,  the  knights  assembled  to 
provide  a  successor,  A.  D.  1397.  Their  choice  fell 
upon  brother  Philebert  de  Naillac,  grand  prior  of 
'Aquitain,  a  gentleman  esteemed  equally  for  his 
wisdom  and  valour.  The  order  indeed,  during  the 
schism,  which  divided  it  as  well  as  the  whole  Chris- 
tian church,  required  a  chief  of  his  consummate 
.prudence ;  nor  was  he  less  serviceable  to  it  in  the 
wars  it  was  afterwards  obliged  to  maintain  against 
most  of  the  Eastern  princes* 

Scarcely  had  the  new  prince  of  Rhodes  taken 
possession  of  his  dignity,  when  he  was  solicited  to 
enter  into  a  league  against  Bajazet  L  the  fifth 
sultan  of  the  race  of  the  Ottoman  Turks,  who 
threatened  Hungary  with  invasion.  Sigismond,  of 
the  house  of  Luxemburg,  and  sou  to  the  emperor 
Charles  IV.,  was  then  upon  the  throne  of  that  king- 
dom, in  right  of  queen  Mary,  his  wife;  a  prince, 
whom  adversity  and  the  various  disgraces  he  had 
passed  through  in  his  youth,  had  rendered  very 
akilful  in  the  arts  of  government;  but  he  was  a 
piuch  better  politician  than  a  general.  The  ravages 
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v^hich  the  Turks  made  almost  every  year  on  'the 
frontiers  of  his  territories,  obliged  him  to  make  ap- 
plication to  the  pope  for  succours.  The  pontiff,  for 
that  purpose,  formed  a  powerful  league  against  the 
infidels,  in  which  he  engaged  Charles  YI.  king  of 
France,  Philip  the  Hardy,  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
republic  of  Venice,  and  the  kniglits  of  Rhodes. 
Manuel,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  desired  to  be 
comprehended  in  it;  and  several  petty  Christian 
princes,  both  Latins  and  Greeks,  sued  for  the  same 
favour;  but  very  little  succour  came  from  them, 
and  their  names  served  only  to  increase  the  number 
of  signatures  that  were  put  at  the  bottom  of  this  fa-  • 
mous  treaty,  Charles  VI.  alone  furnished  more 
troops  than  all  the  other  allies.  They  pretend  that 
there  went  from  France,  upon  this  expedition,  above 
a  thousand  knights  with  banners,  or  chieftains  of 
companies,  and  more  than  a  thousand  esquires,  who 
generously  abandoned  their  country  to  signaliziQ 
their  courage  against  Bajazet. 

That  infidel  prince  was  the  son  of  Amurath  I. 
vhom  a  slave  of  Lazarus,  despot  of  Servia,*  stabbed 
in  the  midst  of  his  guards,  to  revenge  the  death  of 
his  master,  whom  the  barbarous  sultan  had  taken  in 
fin  engagement,  and  caused  to  be  strangled  in  his 
presence,!  A.  D.  1383.  Bajazet,  before  his  father*8 
death  became  public,  obliged  a  secretary  of  state 
to  write  a  letter  in  his  father's  name  to  prince  Gia- 
cup  his  brother,  to  come  immediately  to  him.  The 
unfortunate  prince,  having  no  idea  of  the  cruel  des- 
tiny that  was  tobefMhim  there,  cameto  Adrianople, 
where  Bajazet  ordered  him  to  be  strangled  with  a 
bow-string  t  a  fatal  instrument,  which  most  of  his 

*^  Ilistoire  de  Turcs.  t.  T.  p.  45.  chez  Foppens.       • 
+  Laos  Clialcoudyl.  1. 1. 
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^redecegsors,  from  a  pretended  scrapie  of  sheddiBff 
blood  so  precious  as  that  of  the  Ottoman  race«  have 
generally  made  use  of  to  dispatch  the  princes  o£ 
their  family. 

Bajazet^  freed  from  a  competitor,  applied  himself 
to  secure  the  dominions  left  him  by  his  father,  and 
enlarge  them  by  new  conquests.    He  was  a  prince 
warm,  bold,  and  enterprising;  always  on  horse- 
back, and  in  the  field,  thirsting  after  the  blood  of 
his  enemies,  and  prodigal  of  that  of  his  own  soldiers* 
He  learned  the  art  of  making  one's  self  feared,  as 
the  surest  rule  in  politics.*  He  first  fell  upon  Bul-^ 
garia,  and  the  sovereign  of  the  country  falling  by 
the  fate  of  war  into  his  hands,  he  caused  him  to  be 
immediately  strangled.     He  next  ravaged  Bosnia 
and  Croatia,  carrying  off  more  captives  than  he  left 
inhabitants.     Macedonia  was  not  exempted  from 
the  fury  of  his  incursions;  and  he  fell  from  thence 
.upon  the  Morea,  reduced  part  of  it,  and,  on  the 
dde  of  Constantinople,  forced  his  way  to  the  very 
walk  of  the  city.  He  would  willingly  have  besieged 
it  in  form,  but  not  having  a  number  of  forces  suffix 
cient  for  so  great  an  enterprise,  he  only  blocked  up 
that  capital  of  the  Greek  empire,  with  several  de- 
tachments of  troops,  which  he  posted  in  different 
quarters  about  it. 

He  went  to  finish  in  Asia^  the  campaign  he  had 
so  successfully  commenced  in  Europe.  Passing  the 
Hellespont,  he  over-ran  Cappadocia  and  Phrygia 
with  the  same  rapidity,  and  without  distinguishing 
the  princes  of  his  own  from  those  of  the  Christian 
religion*  He  attacked  Aladin,  sultan  of  Cilicia ; 
but  finding  too  much  resistance,  he  turned  his  arms 
against  some  petty  princes  of  the  Turcomans,  of 

*  Philippi  Luniceri  Turcica.  Hilt.  Lib.  I. 
VOL.  11.  B 
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the  old  Selgeuci'dian  race^  called  Etiiein-Sarkhto* 
Mendez-Teko;  and  'Metin,  who  were  possessed  of 
different  districts  of  Anktolia,  and  plundered  them 
of  their  dominions.  Could  he  have  made  himself 
master  if  their  persons  with  the  same  facility,  he 
would  have' given  them-  no  better  treatment  than 
he  did  the  king  of  Bulgaria:  but  those  princes, 
knowing  his  ^angriiinary  temper,  took  refuge  Ht  the 
court  of  Tamerlane,  the  great  Cham  of  Tartary^ 
another  conqueror,  who  had  reduced  Persia,  Meso^ 
potamia,  and  a  great  part  of  SyHa. 

Bajazet,  after  these  expeditions,  left  prince  Orto- 
gules,  his  son,  in  Asia,  at  Bursa,  the  capital  of  hi^ 
dominions',  to  show  his  subjects  the  authority  of  his 
own  reign,  and  the  expectations  of  his  suceeasori?. 
He  then  returned  to  Europe,  and  fixed  his  resi- 
dence at  Adrtanople,  whence  he  ravaged  Attica 
and  Thessaily,  conquered  part  of  Macedonia,  de- 
feated the  prince  of  Wallachia,  and  forced  him  to 
submit  to  pay  tribute.  The  rapidity  of  his  ineur«- 
eions  allowed  no  time  to  oppose  them,  t^  hich  gained 
him  the  surname  of  Uderim,  that  is, 'The  Thunder^ 
or  The  Storm,  A  small  body  of  his  troops,  detached 
from  the  body  of  his  army,  advancing  on  the  side 
ofBelphds,  A.  B.  1394;  Theiideltnda,  the  widow 
of  Don  Louis  Davalos,  whose  predecessors  had  seized 
on  that  little  state,  fearing  to  be  besieged  by  that 
conqueror,  went  to -visit  him  at  a  distance,  and  in 
his  camp  made  him  magnificent  presents,  and  pre* 
aented  him  heir  daughter,  who  was  considered  one 
of  the  greatest  beauties  of  the  'East.  The  dharms  of 
the  young  princess  disarmed  Bajazet,  who  valued 
this  conquest  more  than  he  did  that  of  Delph6s«  He 
'left  Tbeudelinda  mistress  of  it,  and  brought  away 
her  daughter  in  exchange.  At  the  end  of  the  cam* 
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paign  he  ravaged  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  destroy-? 
ing  all  before  him  with  fire  and  sword;  and  oh  hi^ 
return  into  his  own  dominions  he  sent  back  some 
prisoners  to  Sigismond,  charging  them  to  tell  that 
prince,  that  he  would  return  the  next  spring  to 
visit  him,  and  when  he  had  drove  him  out  of  hia 
dominions  would  pass  into  Italy  as  far  as  Rome, 
where  he  would  plant  his  standards  on  the  top  of 
the  capitol,  and  feed  his  horse  with  oats  upon  the 
yery  altar  of  St.  Peter. 

The  pope,  alarmed  by  these  threats,  published  8 
sort  of  crusade  against  that  infidel  prince,  which 
was  the  cause  of  the  abovemeutioued  league.  The 
'Greek  emperor,  the  Venetians,  and  the  knights  of 
Rhodes,  put  a  strong  fleet  to  sea,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  noble  Thomas  Mocenigo,  who  lay  ojff 
the  mouth  of  the  Danube  all  the  campaign,  whilst 
the  king  of  Hungary  made  all  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  his  country,  as  well  as  the  militia,  take 
the  field.  France  furnished  more  regular  troops 
than  all  the  other  allies;  and  when  they  were  ready 
to  march,  the  king  gave  the  command  of  that  body 
to  John  count  of  Nevers,  eldest  son  to  the  duke  of 
Burgundy.  Philip  d'^rtois,  a  lord  of  the  blood,  as 
the  stile  was  at  that  time,  and  constable  of  the 
kingdom,  went  with  that  young  prince:  and  there 
were  in  the  same  army  the  count  de  la  Marche^ 
Henry  and  Philip  de  Bar,  all  related  to  the  king; 
John  de  Vienne,  admiral  of  France,  the  marshal  de 
Boucicault,  the  sire  de  Coucy^  one  of  the  most  conr 
siderable  lords  of  the  kingdom,  more  distinguished 
hy  his  valour  than  his  riches;  Guy  de  la  Tremotiille, 
the  seigniors  of  Roy  e,  St.  Paul,  Montorel  and  Sam- 
pi,  and,  in  a  manner,  the  most  illustrious  youth  of 
Ij^rance,  who  were  inflamed,  with  an  eager  desir^ 
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of  coming  to  an  engagement  with  the  infideU. 

This  French  crusade  marched  through  Germany, 
and,  as  they  passed  through  Bavaria  and  Austria, 
'were  joined  by  brother  Frederic,  count  of  ZoUernj 
grand  prior  ef  Germany,  at  the  head  of  the  knights 
of  his  nation.  These  troops  entered  Hungary  about 
the  same  time  that  the  grand  master  arrived  there 
from  Rhodes,  followed  by  the  principal  commanders 
and  a  great  number  of  knights.  Sigbmond,  who 
knew  their  valour,  declared  that  he  would  fight  at 
their  head,  lodged  them  in  his  own  quarter,  and 
kept  the  grand  master  near  his  person. 

Bajazet  was  at  this  time  in  Anatolia,  though 
others  say  he  was  encamped  near  Constantinople, 
his  troops  continuing  the  blockade  of  that  place; 
and  though  informed  of  the  powerful  succours  that 
had  arrived  in  Hungary,  yet  he  remained  inactive ; 
whether  he  confided  in  the  valour  of  the  governors 
whom  he  had  put  in  the  principal  places  of  his  fron- 
tiers; or  would  allow  time  for  the  impetuosity  of 
the  French  to  cool;  or  perhaps  flattered  himself, 
that  jealousy  and  dissensions  would  soon  break  out 
in  so  vast  an  army,  composed  of  different  nations; 
and  that  the  change  of  air  and  diet,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  provisions,  might  occasion  sickness 
in  the  camp :  in  fine,  whatever  were  his  motives, 
he  wisely  resolved  to  try  what  time  would  produce 
in  his  favour.  The  only  precaution  he  took  was,  to 
keep  the  Christians  ignorant  of  his  march,  and  unr 
certain  whether  he  was  still  in  Europe  or  Asia.  The 
'allies,  having  no  intelligenoe  of  him,  passed  the 
Danube,  entered  Bulgaria,  took  some  little  places, 
and,  on  a  particular  occasion,  a  party  consisting 
only  of  French,  commanded  by  the  arc  de  Coney, 
fin%  to  pieces  (he  tjropps  which  the  Qultan  had  left 
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IQ  the  country^  who  had  advanced  to  disturb  the 
Christians  in  their  foraging.    This  trifling  advan- 
tage, the  number  and  valour  of  the  Christian  troops^ 
the  facility  they  afterwards  had  in  sending  out  parr 
ties  on  all  sides,  puiSed  up  the  soldiery  with  pre- 
sumption; the  very  generals  were  infected  with 
the  dangerous  poison  of  a  too  favourable  fortune, 
and  Bajazet  was  talked  of  only  with  contempt. 
They  said  that  he  was  lurking  in  the  farther  part 
of  Asia;  the  marshal  de  Boucicault  maintained  in 
council,  that  he  durst  not  pass  the  Hellespont;  and 
an  tlungarian  historian  relates,   that  Sigismond 
seeing  himself  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thousand 
men,  of  which  sixty  thousand  were  horse,  most  of 
ihem  men  of  arms,  boasted  that  he  would  not  only 
drive  the  Turks  out  of  Europe,  but  that  if  the  sky 
should  fall,  his  soldiers  were  numerous  enough  to 
bear  it  up  with  the  points  of  their  lances« 

This  confidence,  rash  in  itself,  and  ever  dangerous 
in  the  event,  made  him  undertake  the  siege  of  Ni^ 
copolis,  a  strong  place,  defended  by  a  numerous 
.garrison,  commanded  by  Dogamberg,  one  of  Baja- 
^et's  priucipal  captains.     This  Turkish  officer  soon 
p^ade  the  (Christians  sensible,  by  his  frequent  sallieSt 
jtbat  it  was  much  easier  to  ravage  the  open  country 
than  to  take  a  place,  the  government  of  which  had 
been  put  into  his  hands;  there  were  fresh  combats 
every  day,  and  the  Christians  did  not  gain  an  inch 
of  ground  but  what  cost  them  the  lives  of  their 
bravest  soldiers.  This  vigorous  resistance  weakened 
the  army  of  the  allies  considerably,  whilst  luxury 
jEmd  debauchery,  two  enemies  yet  more  dangerous 
than  the  Turks,  infected  all  the  camp,  which,  by 
the  young  gentry,  was  made  a  place  of  public  pro- 
stitution.   It  seemed  as  if  they  thought  the  piofis 
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motive  of  their  expedition  was  a  rafficient  dispen- 
sation to  authorise  their  violatinj^  with  impunity 
the  most  essential  obligations  of  Christianity.  The 
French  especially,  passed  whole  days  with  common 
prostitutes,  and  in  pleasures  as  scandalous  as  they 
were  easy  to  be  obtained.  The  soldiery,  by  their 
example,  drowned  themselves  in  wine,  and  their 
drunkenness  could  not  even  be  moderated  by  their 
indigence;  they  passed  away  every  moment  like  so 
many  bacchanals,  which  scandalized  the  Turks  as 
well  as  the  Christians  that  inhabited  the  country. 
This  looseness  in  military  discipline,  and  the  little 
care  taken  by  the  commanders  to  send  out  parties 
for  intelligence,  allowed  Bajazet  to  advance  with 
great  secrecy  to  the  succour  of  the  besieged :  he 
was  only  a  day's  march  distant,  when  the  Chris* 
tians  believed  him  still  in  Anatolia.  Some  soldiers, 
that  had  straggled  for  pillage,  were  the  fifst  that 
brought  the  account  that  the  sultan  was  within  six 
leagues  of  the  camp.  Marshal  de  Boucicault,  still 
ridiculously  possessed  with  his  first  notion,  that  the 
Turks  durst  not  venture  a  battle,  rejected  the  in- 
telligence with  great  contempt,  and,  turning  to 
those  marauders,  exclaimed,  ''  You  rascals,  you 
shall  dearly  repent  putting  the  camp  in  alarm  with 
your  false  news."  He  even  threatened  to  cut  off 
their  ears;  but  he  was  soon  undeceived,  for  the  vaii 
of  the  enemy's  appeared,  advancing  in  good  order, 
and  drew  up  in  battle  array  in  the  plain. 

To  this  excess  of  confidence  succeeded  surprise, 
tumult,  and  confusion  in  the  Christian  camp.  The 
count  of  Nevers,  who  did  not  think  that  the  Turks 
could,  with  their  javelins  and  scymitars,  resist  the 
lances  and  swords  of  the  French,  made  his  cavalry 
mount.    He  claimed  the  post  of  honour  in  the  field 
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of  battle,  and  insisted  on  making  the  first  charge 
upon  the  infidels ;  but  the  king  of  Hungary  repre** 
sented  to  him,  that  the  great  multitude  of  Turks^ 
which  covered  the  neighbouring  plains,  were  only 
militia  and  peasants,  poorly  armed,  that  had  been 
brought  out  of  Asia  in  chains,  and  dragged  to  the 
war  by  force ;  and  that  it  was  the  general  custom 
of  the  infidels  to  put  a  great  body  of  these  fellows 
befbre  them,  and  expose  them  to  the  first  fury  of 
their  enemies,  only  to  fatigue  them,  that  afterwards 
they  might,  with  the  fresh  and  regular  troops  which 
they  had  in  reserve,  take  advantage  x>f  the  disorder 
that  would  inevitably  happen  in  the  beginning  of 
an  engagement ;  that  the  Hungarians,  in  imitation 
of  their  practice,  usually  dpposed  this  sort  of  ene* 
mies  with  militia  of  a  like  nature,  of  whom  they 
made  as  little  account:  that  he  earnestly  besought 
him  to  permit  this  infantry  to  stand  the  first  shock 
of  the  infidels;  that  bis  cavalry  might  afterwards, 
with  their  lances,  pierce  through  the  thickest  bat* 
talions  of  the  janizaries ;  that  he  would  sustain  hig 
attack  with  the  grand  master  at  the  head  of  his 
knights,  and  the  gentry  of  his  own  kingdom;  and 
that,  after  all,  he  desired  him  to  remember,  that 
the  honour  and  glory  of  a  battle  did  not  so  much 
consist  in  the  first  onset,  as  in  the  last  attack,  which 
put  an  end  to  the  engagement,  and  decided  tho 
victory. ' 

The  count  of  Neveri*  assembling  his  conncil,  to 
give  an  answer  to  this  representation,  addressed  the 
.  Sire  de  Coucy,  whose  advice  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
his  father,  had,  at  parting,  recommended  him  to 
follow.  That  nobleman,  considering  the  experience 
which  they  had  in  Hungary  of  the  manner  in  whfeh 
the -Turks  drew  up  their  troops  in  battle,  approve^ 
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the  order  and  disposition  proposed  by  the  king  o^ 
Hangarj,  and  supported  hig  opinion  bj  saying,  that 
it  MTOuld  be  impossible  for  the  militia  of  that  king- 
dom to  give  way  when  sustained  by  the  French 
cavalry.     The  admiral  John  de  Vienne,  an  old 
oflScer,  was  of  the  same  opinion :  but  the  constable 
and  marshal  de  Boucicault  being  piqued  that  the 
prince  had  addressed  himself  to  the  Sire  de  Ck»ucy 
before  he  asked  their  sentiments,  declared,  that  it 
would  be  scandalous  for  the  Frenph  nation  to  march 
after  the  Hungarian  foot;  and  that  they  were  not 
come  so  far  to  let  themselves  be  preceded  by  a 
crowd  of  sorry  peasants  and  militia,  more  used  to 
run  away  than  to  stand  their  ground.  All  the  young 
men,  inveigled  by  this  discourse,  and  hurried  away 
by  a  mistaken  emulation  of  glory,  brought  the 
count  of  Nevers  by  their  clamours  into  the  same 
sentiment.     The  prince,  therefore,  notified  to  the 
king  of  Hungary,  that  the  French  could  not  yield 
the  post  of  honour  in  battle  to  any  nation.    He 
ordered  his  cavalry  immediately  to  mount ;  but,  be* 
fore  they  drew  their  swords  against  the  enemy, 
these  violent  and  hot-^headed  young  men  put  them 
to  a  u'5^  that  was  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Chris- 
tians as  well  as  of  Frenchmen.  These  knights,  under 
pretence  that  the  prisoners,  which  they  had  taken 
on  several  occasions,  might  embarrass  them  in  the 
action,  massacred  them  all  in  cold  bIood»  without 
any  regard  to  the  faith  and  promise  they  had  given 
them,  of  saving  their  lives  upon  paying  the  ransom 
agreed  on  between  them. 

They  afterwards  gave  the  signal  of  battle;  the 
French  advancing  to  charge,  found  themselves 
slopped  at  first  by  a  palisade,  and  several  rows  of 
piles  Aharpened  at  t}ie  eud,  which  embarrassed  tbe 
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c&yalry^  and  hindered  them  from  marching  close 
together,  and  in  good  order.  There  was  a  necessity 
of  dismountingi  to  force  and  remove  this  obstacle^i 
which,  when  they  had  done,  the  men  of  arms  again 
mounted  on  horseback,  and  fell  npon  (he  Turkish 
infantry  posted  oyer  against  them;  meeting  first  in 
their  way  that  great  body  of  militia,  which  made 
▼ery  little  resistance,  as  the  king  of  Hungary  had 
foretold.     Those  peasants,  who  did  not  merit  the 
name  of  soldiers,  suffered  themselves  to  be  cut  to 
pieces,  or  sought  their  safety  by  flight.     The  jani- 
zaries or  Turkish  infantry,  composed  of  regular 
troops,  showed  more  courage  and  resolution.   They 
fought  with  a  valour  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  the 
French;  the  battle  was  long  and  obstinate;  at  last 
the  French  lances  opened  a  way  into  the  thickest 
battalions  of  the  enemy:  the  Turks  kept  their  ground 
no  longer,  and  those  formidable  janizaries,  after 
losing  above  ten  thousand  men,  were  forced  to  re- 
tire behind  a  great  body  of  cavalry  that  advanced 
|o  their  suiicour. 

This  was  a  sort  of  a  second  engagement,  which 
the  French  were  forced  to  come  to  with  the  infidels. 
The  Turkish  cavalry  advanced  with  a  large  front. 
The  Christians,  *  to  prevent  being  surrounded,  ex- 
tended themselves  in  a  long  line,  and  without  keep- 
ing their  ranks  duly,  or  taking  any  orders  but  from 
their  own  courage ;  every  man  of  arms,  as  if  the 
victory  depended  on  his  single  valour,  threw  him- 
self in  among  the  Turks  with  so  much  resolution, 
that  nothing  could  resist  their  impetuosity.  The 
Hungarians,  who  seemed  to  have  come  only  to  be 
spectators  of  the  battle,  and  the  infidels  themselves^ 
could  not  cease  admiring  a  bravery  that  seemed 
fuperior  to  the  ordinary  force  of  nature.  Five  thou? 
yoL.  II.  C 
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sand  Tarks  fell  in  this  second  engagen^ent;  and  the 
French  would  have  ended  the  day  victorious,  and 
covered  with  glory,  had  not  the  fire  of  those  young; 
men  hurried  th^xi  on  to  the  pursuit  of  the  remaindetr 
of  the  cavalry  that  had  retired  to  a  neighbouring 
hill. 

In  vain  did  ^he  chief  commander,  and  particu- 
larly the  Sieur  de  Coucy  and  admiral  de  Vienne, 
advise  them  to  let  the  infidels  fly,  or  at  least  to  suf-^ 
fer  themselves  to  take  breath,  and  form  whilst  the 
Hungarians  advanced.     All  the  young  gentlemen 
about  the  count  of  Neyers,  crying  out,  that  it  was 
cowardly  to  let  their  enemies  escape,  pushed  on  im^ 
mediately,  and  without  keeping  any  order,  or  let- 
ting th^ir  horses  take  breath,   galloped  to  agrea^ 
distauce  from  the  body  of  the  army,  and  mounted 
the  rising  ground  where  they  thought  to  have  found 
the  broken  remains  of  the  Turkish  army.    But 
Vfhst  was  their  surprise,  when  in  their  stead,  they 
discovered  a  new  army,  composed  of  forty  thousand 
horse,  the  flower  of  Bajazet's  troops  ?  The  suitaq 
was  posted  in  the  mfddle  of  that  grov^^of  lances, 
as  in  a  citadel,  in  order  to  take  his  measures  as 
events  mi^t  happen*     The  sokUers  start. at  the 
sight,  and  are  daunted  :  they  even*suspect  their 
^rst  advantages;    the  certainty    of  vanquishing^ 
which  may  be  called  the  first  earnest  of  victory « 
vanished  at  once,  find  fear  and  terror  soon  suc- 
ceeded to  a  rash  confidence.     These  heroes,  who, 
like  lions,  made  the  Turks  tremble  before  them^ 
says  the  anonymous  author  of  St.  Denis,*^  *'  became 
more  dastardly  than   hares.'"      The  whole  body 
broke,  and  every  one  fled  for  the  safety  of  his  life^ 
But  B^azet's  horse  cutoff  their  retreat:  the  greatest 
part  of  the  French  were  cut  in  pieces,  and  no  less 
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than  three  thousand  df  them  taken  priBoners^  amon^ 
whom  were  the  count  de  Nevers,  the  count  de  la 
Marche,  the  prince  of  Bar,  Boucicault  the  constat 
ble^  and  Enguerraud  de  Couc  j.  The  admiral  de 
Vienne  seeing  all  lost,  made  a  motion  to  save  hinn 
self,  when  immediately  calling  tb  mind  what  he 
owed  to  his  glory,  and  turning  about  to  a  few  horse- 
men that  remained  with  him,  said,  '*  God  forbid^ 
my  companions,  that  we  should  sully  our  repiita- 
tioa  for  the  saving  a  poor  remainder  of  life;  we 
must  try  fate  by  a  noble  defence,  or  die  here  in  the 
bed  of  honour/'  ^His  words  were  scarce  spoke, 
when  he  charged  the  infidels,  pierced  several  times 
into  their  squadrons,  and  after  first  seeing  his  com- 
panions fall,  oppressed  with  the  number  of  their 
enemies,  he  himself,  covered  with  wounds,  expired 
on  the  spot  where  he  was  fightitig. 

The  Turks  having  broke  this  great  body  of 
Freiich,  marched  straight  against  the  Hungarians, 
li^ho  were  encamped  along  the  banks  of  the  Danube* 
This  infantry,  which  was  only  composed  of  militia, 
as  we  have  observed,  terrified  at  the  defeat  of  their 
allies,  did'  not  wait  the  coming  up  of  the  enemy, 
but  broke  and  fell  back  upon  their  own  cavalry, 
filling  all  with  terror  and  confusion;  so  that  it  was 
a  general  rout  rather  than  an  engagement  on  this 
occasion.  The  Hungarian  gentry,  and  the  kni^ts 
of  Rhodes  that  survived,  rallied  about  the  king  and 
the  grand  master :  and  though  they  saw  their  ruin 
was  inevitable,  from  the  prodigious  number  of 
Turks  that  surrounded  them,  no  one  dishonoured 
himself  so  far  as  to  endeavour  to  save  his  own  life 
by  flight;  tiiey  all  stood  their  ground,  and  fought 
with  a  bravery  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  The  greatest 
part  of  these  jfallaht  gentry,  and  a  great  number 
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of  the  knights^  died  on  the  spot  they  fought  oifi 
The  king  and  the  grand  master  would  have  shared 
the  same  fate,  if  in  the  disorder  of  so  general  a 
rout,  they  had  not  by  chance  found  a  fisherman's 
boat  hy  the  river  side :  this  they  got  into,  and  not'* 
ivithstaoding  a  shower  of  arrows,  put  off  from  the 
shore,  and  letting  themselves  drive  with  the  cur- 
rent, got  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  from  whence 
they  discovered  the  Christian  fleet  that  was  riding 
near  it*  The  king,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  so 
many  knights,  was  received  there,  with  all  the 
respect  due  to  his  birth  and  dignity. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  Bajazet  ordered  the 
prisoners  to  be  massacred  in  his  presence,  in  repri- 
sal for  the  Turkish  prisoners  which  the  Christians, 
before  the  battle  begun,  had  sacrificed  to  a  shame-- 
ful  precaution.    The  sultan,  whose  avarice  served 
for  a  counterpoise  to  his  cruelty,  exempted  the 
count  of  Nevers  and  twenty-five  of  the  principal 
nol^lity  out  of  the  general  massacre,  in  hopes  of 
having  a  great  ransom  for  them.  This  being  sent 
from  France,  the  count  de  Nevers  went  to  take 
leave  of  him,  when  Bajazet  said,  with  a  haughty 
air,    '*  I  do  not  require  thee  to  take  the  most 
solemn  oath  never  to  fight  against  me,  as  I  might 
force  thee  to  do ;  on  the  contrary,  if  thou  hast  any 
sense  of  honour,  I  entreat  thee  to  take  the  field  as 
soon  as  thou  canst,  and  to  assemble  all  the  forces  of 
Christendom :  thou  canst  not  do  me  a  more  sensi- 
ble pleasure,  than  by  furnishing  me  with  new  occa-» 
sions  of  acquiring  glory.'* 

The  sultan,  after  so  glorious  a  victory  over  the 
Latin  Christians,  turned  his  arms  against  the  Greeks, 
his  troops  over-running  the  Morea,  and  destroying 
all  before  them  with  fire  and  sword.    He  after* 
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wards  called  in  all  his  detachmeDts,  and  advanced 
towards  Constautinople,  when  he  changed  the 
blockade  into  a  regular  siege.  The  emperor  Ma- 
nuel, terrified  at  seeing  so  formidable  an  enemy 
before  his  walls,  begged  for  succours  from  all  Chris* 
tian  princes;  but  the  wars  which  then  distracted 
Europe,  did  not  allow  him  to  expect  any  immediate 
relief;  and  besides,  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Nicopo* 
lis,  and  the  tears  that  were  still  streaming  for  the 
death  of  so  many  lords  as  had  perished  there,  had 
cooled  the  zeal  of  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry. 
The  Greek  emperor,  therefore,  saw  himself  reduced 
to  have  recourse  to  Tamerlane,  the  great  cham  of 
Tartary*  He  sent  ambassadors  to  him  with  rich 
presents,  entreating  him  to  use  the  power  of  his 
arms,  or  at  least  to  interpose  his  good  offices,  in  or- 
der to  pnt  a  stop  to  the  enterprises  of  an  ambitious 
prince,  who,  without  any  distinction  of  religion^ 
was  for  enslaving  all  the  sovereigns  that  were  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  dominions. 

A^hilst  this  great  affair  was  treating  at  Tamer- 
lane's court,  Thomas  Palaeologus,  despot  of  the 
Morea,  and  brother  to  the  Greek  emperor,  conside- 
ring that  great  potentates  never  assist  little  ones 
gratis,  laid  no  stress  upon  that  embassy :  he  there- 
fore retired  to  Rhodes,  whence  the  king  of  Hungary 
was  just  departed  to  return  to  his  own  dominions^ 
A.  D.  1399.  The  Greek  prince  was  received  as  ho- 
nourably as  the  king  of  Hungary,  in  an  island 
which  served  at  that  time  for  a  refuge  to  all  Chris-* 
tian  princes  that  were  persecuted  by  the  infidels. 

Palseologus,  diffident  of  his  own  strength,  and 
perhaps  of  his  courage,  sold  the  Morea  to  the  order 
of  St.  John,  and  agreed  with  the  grand  master  and 
council,  to  deliver  up  to  them  Corinth,  Sparta,  au4 
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the  priiKiipal  towns  of  that  g^eat  prdviiice:  lie  te^ 
cetved  theprice  stipulated  forthem,  partly  in  monej^ 
and  the  rest  in  jewels.  The  commissaries  of  the  or- 
der embarked  immediately,  in  order  to  take  posses^ 
sion  of  the  province;  they  were  received  with  great 
joy  by  the  magistrates  and  inhabitants  of  Corinth, 
who  thonght  then^selves,  under  the  protection  of 
the  knights  of  Rhodes,  sufficiently  secured  for  the 
the  futufre  from  the  incursions  of  the  Turks.     But 
the  inhabitants  of  Sparta  acted  very  differently; 
The  bishop  of  that  city,  who  followed  the  Greek 
ritual>  tad  was  consequently  an  enemy  to  the  La- 
tins, not  questioning  but  the  order  would,  as  soon 
as  they  Were  masters  of  the  place,  put  a  Latin  bi- 
shop into  his  episcopal  see,  called  the  citizens  toge- 
ther, and  represented  to  ^em  the  misfortuiie  they 
were  goh^  to  be  expend  to  hf  submitting  to  the 
power  of  the  Latins,  so  pathetically,  that  the  inha- 
bitants 's^nt  a  deputation  to  the  commissaties  of 
Rhodes,  to  acquaintthem,  that  they  were  resolved 
not  to  admit  them  faito  their  city ;  and  that  if  they 
offered  to  come  near  it  they  irtiould'  be  treated  as 
enemies;  so  that  the  commissaries,  not  having 
force  sufficient  to  mafcethemseltea  obeyed,  resolved 
to  return  to  RhodeflK. 

The  despot  being  naturally  inconstant,  and  find^ 
ing  it  hard;  after  hfthad  teigned  as  sovereign,  to 
reobhOile  himself  tO' the  conditiou  of  a  private  man, 
ga^^back  part  of  the  money,  went  from  Rhodes; 
and  refturhed  to  Sparta,  nrher^  he  was  received  with 
gredt  joy  by  his  stAjects,  Who  assured  him  that  he 
should  find  the  same  obedience  (rota,  them,  and  the 
same^  fidelity  that  he  had  experienced  for  so  many 
yea^s;  provided  he  would  not  tfeat  with  the  Latins,' 
nor  admit  any  of  themjnto  the  gotemment:  so 
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great  and  lo  implacable  wasthafravergion  which  the 
Greek  bishops  had  inspired  into  their  peop)e«  against 
all  those  nrho^  acknowledged  the  authoritj  of  the 
pope;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  wonld  not 
have  submitted  to  tiie  govej^m^nt  of  the  Turks^ra- 
ther  than  to  that  of  any  Christian  prince  whatever, 
in  the  eommunion  of  the  church  of  Rome« 

.The  order  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting 
back  from  the  Greek  prince  the  rest  of  the  money, 
which  they  had  g^ven  him.  Raimoqd  de  rEstoure, 
fNior  of  Tholonse,  Mi^  du  Fosse,;  commander  of 
St.  Maxence,  and  Peter  of  Bei^ufremont,  the  grand 
hospitaller,  made  several  voyages  into,  the  ^orea 
on  that  account;  At  last^this  affair  was  tejrminated' 
by  brother  Louis  d'AUemagne,  com^iander  of  Na- 
ples, a  knight  of  an' insinuating  temper,  and  a  very 
able  negoeiator;  and|  by  the  treaty  n^ade  with  Pa« 
lasogus^  it  was  stipulated,  that  the  order  of  St  John, 
should  restore  to  him  the  town  of  Corinth,  and  he 
should  give  in  exchange  the  county  of  Soleil,  with 
the  barony  of  Zetoone^  besidc^s  46,500  ducats,  which 
he  was  to  pay  of  the  money  he  had  received  at 
Rhodes;  and  of  which  he  paid  22,000  down. 

Bajazet,  in  the  mean  time,  carried  on  the  ^ege.  of 
Constantinople  with  vigour,  designing  to  make  it 
the  capital  of  his  empire,  and  would  have  taken  it, 
had  not  Tamerlane,  the  g^eat  cham  of  the  oriental 
Tartars,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Greek  ambassadors, 
and  the  entreaties  of  the  petty  princes  of  Anatolia, 
whom  Bajazet  had  plundered  of  their  territories, 
advanced  to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  a  prince, 
who  seemed  inclined  to  set  no  bounds  to  his  ambi- 
tion and  conquests.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that 
the  Mogul  or  Tartar  prince  engaged  in  this  war^ . 
pot  so  much  from  a  principle  of  compassion,  rarely 


Digitized  by 


Google 


to  HISTORY  or 

to  be  met  with  in  princes,  as  oat  of  jealousy  against 
a  neighbour  who  was  grown  too  powerful. 

Whatever  be  the  motives  with  which  princes 
usually  set  off  their  manifestoes,  Tamerlane  made 
use  of  only  what  were  noble  and  generous^  and  he 
aent  an  ambassador  to  Bajazet,  to  demand  from 
him  the  re-establishment  of  the  petty  princes,  that 
had  taken  refuge  at  his  court,  and  that  he  would 
at  the  same  time  raise  the  siege  of  G)nstantinople. 
The  ambassador  also  presented  him,  in  his  master's 
name,  with  a  magnificent  vest;  but  as  such  pre- 
sents, in  the  East,  are  only  made  to  inferiors,  Ba- 
jazet,  the  proudest  mortal  living,  rejected  it  with 
disdain.  When  he  mentioned  Tamerlane,  he  treated 
him  as  a  soldier  of  fortune,  and  a  captain  of  a  band 
of  robbers;  and  ordered  his  ambassador  to  tell  hin^ 
from  him,  that  if  he  was  daring  enough  to  enter  hi» 
dominions,  he  knew  how  to  make  him  repent  so  rash 
an  enterprise. 

There  are  some  authors  who  assert,  that  Tamers 
lane  was  the  son  of  a  shepherd,  or  a  herdsman.  Some 
modem  historians,  or  rather  some  modem  transla-* 
tors  of  old  historians,  derive  his  descent  from  a  royal 
house  among  the  Moguls  of  Zagathay.  The  Tarikh 
Montekh  pretends,  that  he  was  descended  from 
Genghizcan  by  the  female  side;  yet  he  took  upon 
himself,  at  first,  only  the  title  of  Emir,  or  com- 
mander; to  which,  after  he  had  conquered  some 
provinces,  he  only  added  that  of  Kurkhan,  or  the 
Ally  of  Princes;  which  might  incline  us  to  think, 
that  he  did  not  at  that  time  look  upon  himself  as  a 
prince.  But  fortune  having  raised  him  to  the  dig- 
nity of  Great  Cham,  his  extractiou  increased  in 
proportion  to  his  power,  and  he  at  la^t  became  too 
potent  not  to  be  descended  of  royal  blood.  We  are 
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lijtjtle  better  iaformed  of  the  religion  of  this  pr|nee 
than  we  are  of  his  birth.  There  are  some,  who  saji 
I^e  was  neither  a  Jew,  a  Christian,  nor  a  Mahome^ 
tan.  Ahsneben-Arabschach  says,  that  he  adhered 
to  the  law  of  Genghizkhan,  and  that  his  religion 
had  a  greater  affinity  to  the  Christian  than  to  the 
Mahometan;  yet  it  seems  as  if  from  a  political  view 
he  accommodated  himself,  at  least  outwardly,  to 
the  worship  and  religion  of  the  greatest  part  of  his 
subjects,  who  were  Mahometans ;  the  rest  was  in^ 
different  to  him,  and  contenting  himself,  as  Gen* 
ghizkhan  did,  to  adore  a  first  Being,  and  one  God 
alone,  he  yery  freely  left  him  the  care  of  his  owi| 
^lory,  and  the  establishment  of  his  law. 

Whatever  was  the- birth  and  religion  of  Tamer-s 
lanCj  the  Arabian  Alhacen,  in  the  history  or  ro- 
mance of  his  conquests,  pretends,  that  this  prinpe 
or  chieftain  of  the  Moguls,  at  the  head  of  a  nnme* 
rous  army,  first  reduced  under  hjs  empire  all  the 
Tartar  princes  that  possessed  the  north  of  Asia ; 
that  he  gained  victories  over  the  Muscovite,  and 
af|;erwards  subdued  Persia,  Mesopotamia,  and  Sy« 
ria;  that  he  made  the  sultan  of  Egypt  tributary ; 
that  some  monarchs  of  the  Indies  were  obliged  to 
take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him ;  and  that  China  it* 
self,  or  at  least  the  northern  part  of  that  vast  em- 
pire, owned  him  for  its  sovereign;  so  that  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  life,  a  victory  served  only 
to  open  a  fresh  occasion  for  a  new  war ;  and  if  we 
may  believe  Alhazen,  the  whole  world  was  atten- 
tive, and  turned  its  eyes  upon  his  enterprises,  which 
became  the  greatest  spectacle  of  the  whole  universe. 
This  famous  Tartar  had  a  stern  look,  squinting  eyesj^ 
a  lowering  countenance,  and  a  terrible  menacing 
air,  that  broke  out  in  all  his  actious. 
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Such  Wfts  the  greatest  of  the  successoTS  of  Cren* 
ghizkhan,  and  the  second  hero  of  the  antient  Mo- 
gill  Tartars.     But  without  adopting  all  the  fables 
published  about  him,  it  is  certain,  that  he  was  a 
great  captain,  a  native  of  Zagathay,  who,  by  his 
valour,  raised  himself  to  a  prodigious  fortune ;  and 
by  his  activity,  courage,  and  admirable  discipline, 
made  himself  the  terror  of  all  his  neighbours.     He 
was  cruel  and  bloody  in  his  temper,  and  it  was  his 
usual  saying,  that  "  A  monarch  was  never  safe,  if 
the  foot  of  his  throne  did  not  swim  in  blood;''  a 
maxim  worthy  of  a  Tartar,  and  which  he  never 
deviated  from  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign. 
This  barbarous  prince,  upon  receiving  Bajazet's 
rniswer,  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  800,000  men« 
commanded,  under  him,  by  his  sons,  and  tributary 
princes;  but  the  absolute  power  which  he  exercised 
^  indifferently  over  both,  sunk  them  to  the  level  of 
the  meanest  officers,  and  all  of  them  were  equally 
submissive  to  the  power  and  majesty  of  this  dread-^ 
ftil  mdnarch. 

'   No  sooner  had  he  declared  war  against  Bajazet, 
than  he  attacked  Sebaste  or  Siuvas,  a  city  of  Cap- 
padocia.     Ortogules,  a  young  prince,  full  of  con* 
fage,  had  thrown  himself  into  the  place,  in  ordet 
to  8ignali2e  his  valour,  in  hopes  of  stopping  the  Tar- 
tar's progress,  and  giving  time  to  the  sultan,  his 
father,  to  advance  to  his  relief:  but  not  withstand-* 
ing  the  valour  of  the  prince,  and  the  bravery  of 
the  garrison,  the  place  was  carried  by  storm,  when 
the  soldiers,   and  all  persons  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  women  and 
maidens,  the  children  and  old  men,  were  all  brought 
out  of  the  town  into  a  plain,  where  they  were  all 
inassacred.    The  city  was  afterguards  razed  to  tho 
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ground,  aad  the  Tartar,  who  never  reckoned  cle« 
mency  and  generosity  among  the  yirtaes,  caused 
the  son  of  his  enemy  to  be  beheaded, 

Bajazet,  whose  constant  prosperity  rendered  the 
insult^  of  fortune  more  insupportable,  abandoned 
himself  to  violent  grief  vhen  he  heard  the  fatal 
news.  He  loved  his  son  tenderly,  and  took  pleasure 
in  seeing  the  seeds  of  ambition  and  glory,  which  he 
had  inspired  him  with,  grow  up  in  the  heart  of  the 
young  prince.  A  death  so  unworthy  of  his  rank 
and  birth,  threw  him  into  inexpressible  transports 
of  rage:  he  vowed  the  destruction  of  Tamerlane, 
and,  hurried  away  with  the  violent  desire  of  • 
speedy  vengeance,  without  allowing  himself  time 
to  rai^e  a  sufficient  body,  of  troops  to  oppose  so  foi^ 
midable  an  enemy,  he  raised  the  siege  of  Constan*^ 
tinople,  passed  the  Bosphorus,  and  advanced  towards 
Phrygia.  Historians  reUte^  that  as  his  army  wa^ 
on  the  march,  he  saw  a  shepherd  upon  a  nmglb^ 
bouring  hill,  who,  secured  by  his  poverty  from  the 
rapaciousness  of  the  soldiery,  was  playing  quietly 
upon  hispipe^  The  sultan  stopped  for  some  moments 
to  hear  him,  when,  full  of  grief,  and  perhaps  eiv* 
vying  the  condition  of  the  poor  man,  he  said  to  the 
shepherd,  "  I  beg  of  thee,  let  the  burthen  of  thy 
song  be,  for  the  future.  Unhappy  Bajazet,  thou 
shalt  see  no  more  thy  dear  son  Ortogules,  npr  thy 
city  ofSebastel" 

He  met  the  Tartars  near  Angouri,  or  Ancyra^ 
the  capital  of  Galatia.  His  army  scarcely  contained 
120,000  natural  Turl^s,  but  he  had  a  horde  of 
Tartars,  that  ivihabited  beyond  the  Euxine  ai^ 
Caspian  seas,  co^inianded  by  Mahmoudkliari,  who 
had  inlisted  himself  under  Baja^^t.  As  ibe  sultan 
had  experienced  the  valour  of  theTrebaHiansbefoW 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  HISTORY  OF 

he  had  entirdy  snbdaed  them,  he  drew  from  tlietti 
a  body  of  foot,  though  contrary  to  their  uiclinations; 
and  fear  and  terror,  the  only  bonds  of  slavery,  forced 
them  to  expose  their  lives  to  support  the  dominion 
of  a  prince,  whom  they  deemed  a  tyrant  over  them. 

The  battle  was  fought  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Stella,  in  the  very  plain  where  Pompey  had  for- 
merly defeated  Mithridates.  The  shock  of  the  two 
armies  was  terrible,  and  the  action  very  bloody: 
the  Treballians  distinguished  themselves  by  an  ex- 
traordinary valour,  victory  began  to  declare  itself 
in  their  favour,  and  they  pursued  the  Tartars  whom 
they  had  obliged  to  run  away.  Bajazet,  fearing 
that  the  heat  of  the  action  should  carry  them 
too  far,  sent  them  orders  to  return  to  their  post. 
They  obeyed :  Tamerlane  rallied  his  troops,  put 
himself  at  their  head,  and  shewing  them  the  retreat 
<>f  the  Treballians,  represented  it  as  a  downright 
flight.  He  gaye  orders  to  prince  Sanich,  his  son, 
who  commanded  a  wing  of  his  army,  to  charge 
them,  which  he  did,  and,  after  a  bloody  6ght, 
forced  them  in  their  turn  to  give  way.  The  Asia- 
tic Turks,  terrified  at  their  defeat,  quitted  their 
ranks  without  striking  a  blow;  and  Bajazet  found 
by  experience,  that  in  an  engagement  there  was  no 
making  the  least  motion  without  danger,  before  so 
able  a  general  as  Tamerlane. 

We  haye  observed,  that  Bajazet  had  a  great  body 
of  Tartars  in  his  army.  Those  barbarians,  bribed 
by  their  own  countrymen,  deserted  the  sultan  in 
the  very  height  of  the  combat;  and  their  comman- 
der, to  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  his  treachery, 
pursued  the  Turks  in  their  route,  killed  great  num- 
bers of  them,  took  Bajazet  prisoner,  and  presented 
liim  to  Tamerlane. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THS  KTIIGMT^  OV  MALTA.  25 

There  are  very  diflFerent  accounts  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Tartar  received  him-  Some  hisforiand 
Bay,  that  he  reproached  him  with  his  pride,  his 
cruelty,  and  his  presumption;  "  Otightest  thou  not 
to  know/'  says  he  to  him,  *'  that  none  but  the  son§ 
of  the  unfortunate  dare  resist  our  invincible  power  ?" 
Other  writers  assert,  on  the  contrary,  that  Tamer* 
lane  received  him  with  great  civility ;  that  he  con- 
di^cted  him  into  his  own  tent,  entertained  him  at 
his  table,  and  to  comfort  him  under  his  affliction, 
discoursed  of  nothing  bnt  the  vicissitude  and  incon- 
stancy of  fortune.  They  add,  that  he  sent  him  an 
hunting  equipage,  either  from  a  principle  of  com- 
passion, or  else  perhaps  from  contempt ;  and  that  the 
haughty  Tartar  felt  a  pleasure  in  letting  him  know,' 
that  he  thought  him  fitter  to  follow  a  pack  of  hounds, 
llian  be  at  the  head  of  a  great  army. 

This  at  least  was  the  interpretation  that  Bajazet 
himself  put  upon  the  mysterious  present  of  his  ene- 
my. That  unfortunate  prince,  having  no  command 
over  his  resentment,  replied,  to  the  man  who  came 
with  the  present,  *'  Tell  Tamerlane,  that  he  has 
acted  very  right,  in  inviting  me  to  an  exercise  that 
hath  always  been  the  diversion  of  princes,  and  is 
much  fitter  for  Bajazet,  who  derives  his  birth  from 
the  great  Amurath,  the  son  of  Orchanes,  than  for  a 
soldier  of  fortune,  as  he  is,  and  a  captain  of  a  band 
of  robbers." 

Tamerlane  soon  resumed  his  true  character,  and, 
provoked  at  so  outrageous  an  answer,  gave  orders 
that  very  moment  for  putting  Bajazet,  without  a 
saddle  upon  an  old  horde,  that  had  been  used  to 
carry  the  baggage,  and  expose  him  in  that  manner 
through  the  camp,  to  the  jests  and  raillery  of  his 
soldiers^  which  was  immediately  executed;  and  a| 
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his  return,  they  brought  the  unhappy  Bajazet  before 
his  conqueror,  who  asked  him,  M^ith  a  ecomful 
sneer,  if  that  recreation  was  not  likewise  one  of  the 
pleasures  with  which  his  illustrious  ancestors  used 
to  divert  themselves  ?  To  these  sharp  invectives 
another  outrage  succeeded,  that  pierced  him  to  the 
very  soul^ 

Bajazet  had  married.  Miliera,  or  Mary,  daugh* 
ter  to  Eleazer  despot  of  Servia.  The  Turks  called 
her  UcQgli :  she  was  the  most  dear  to  him,  and  the 
best  beloved  of  all  his  wives*  Tamerlane,  who 
had  taken  this  princess  in  the  town  of  Bursa,  which 
he  had  reduced  just  before,  caused  her  robe  to  be 
cut  shorter  than  the  knee,  and  in  this  condition,  in 
a  manner  half  naked,  forced  her  to  wait  upon  him 
at  table,  and  fill  out  his  liquor  in  her  husband's 
presence.  Bajazet,  who  had.  no  w-eapon  left  him  , 
but  his  tongue,  distracted  with  anger  and  indigna* 
tion,  and  perhaps  with  jealousy,  told  him  aloud, 
that,  sprung  as  he  was  fromthe  dregs  of  the  people, 
and  from  parents  too  obscure  to  be  known,  he  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  trampling  upoa  royal  blood,  and 
of  being  wanting,  in  the  regards  due  to  a  princess, 
whose  birth  commanded  respect  from  him.  The 
Tartar  only  laughed  at  the  impotent  rage  of  his 
prisoiier;  he  carried  him  about  afterwards  in  his 
train,  loaded  with  chains;  and  they  even  assert, 
that  he  caused  him  to  be  shut  up  in  an  iron  cagQ 
like  a  wild  beast  Bajazet  could  no  longer  support 
such  a  number  of  outrages;  and  his  misfortune  was 
the  greater,  because  he  had  always  been  happy  be- 
fore. Sopoe  historians  pretend,  that  life  growing 
iasppportable  to  him»  he,  to  put  an  end  to  it,knocked 
put  his  brains  against  the  bars  of  his  cage.  Otlier 
yrj-iter^  relate^  that  a  slave  haying  insolently  thrown 
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him  a  fi^  lione,  as  he  Trould  hare  done  a  dog,  Ba- 
jazet^  after  having  sharpened  if  with  his  teeth, 
made  use  of  it  t6  dispatch  himself:  others  make 
him  die  of  an  apoplexy^  as  they  were  conducting 
him  to  Samarchand,  the  capital  of  'Tamerlane's 
dominions. 

As  all  the  designs  of  that  prince  tended  to  an 
imperious  sovereignty,  he  had  no  sooner  triumphed 
over  the  poww  and  life  of  Bajazet,  than  he  proposed 
to  reduce  all  the  other  princes  of  Anatolia.   Most 
of  them,  those  especially  who  had  implored  his  pro- 
tection against  Bajazet,  were  continually  making 
their  court  to  him;  but  under  the  name  of  alliesj, 
they  were  little  di£Perent  from  his  other  subjects, 
and  their  chains  no  less  heavy  for  being  gilt. 'There 
was  none  but  the  graiid  master  of  Rhodes  and  his 
knights,  who,  though  eternal  enemies  to  the  Turks, 
would  not  crouch  under  the  power  of  the  Tartar; 
this  was  the  reason  which  caused  him  to 'declare 
war  against  them.   '  But  as  he  had  no  fleet  ta trans- 
port his  army  across  the  sea,  and  besides,  as  the 
whole  island  of  Rhodes  was  defended  by  bastions, 
redoubts,  towers  and  bulwarks,  arid  seemed  to  make 
but  one  single  fortress,  and  to  defy  an  attack  on 
any  side,  the  Tartar  chose  to  begin  with  Smymar^r 
a  city  inhabited  by  the  knights,  rich  by  its  com-| 
merce,  and  having  the  convenience  of  a  port,  which  1 
in  time  might  supply  him  with  ships  to  transport  j 
his  troops  into  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  the  other ; 
islands  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago,; 
which  he  was  desirous  of  conquering. 

Thecity  of  Smyrna,  as  we  have  already  observed, 
is  situated  in  that  part  of  Asia  which  was  peopled 
by  the  Greeks,  and  known  autiently  by  the  name 
fit  Ionia;  tjiough  since  called,  as  ijt  is  at  this  day. 
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Anatolia.  The  town  was  built  like  an  ampbitheatre, 
on  the  declivity  of  a  hiil  that  lay  to  the  south- west; 
but  from  the  middle  up  to  the  yery  top  of  this  hilljr 
nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  ruins;  the  lower  part 
was  always  well  inhabited.  In  Tamerlane's  time 
there  was  a  castle  which  guarded  and  commanded 
the  port.  Brother  John  de  Biandra,  prior  of  Lom- 
bardy,  when  he  took  this  fort,  had  put  the  arms  of 
the  church  upon  it.  And  though  Clement  YI.  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  league,  assumed 
to  himself  the  honour  of  this  conquest,  yet  Gre- 
gory XI.  one  of  his  successors,  weary  of  the  charge 
of  maintaining  a  garrison  in  it,  granted  the  pro- 
perty of  it  to  the  knights  pf  St  John,  who  under-^ 
took  to  defend  it. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine,  from  what  has  been  observed 
in  the  course  of  this  history,  what  a  vast  expence 
the  maintaining  of  this  place,  and  tb^  foTtificati6n9 
which  they  added  to  it,  were  to  the  prder,  which 
always  kept  a  numerous  garrison  there,  comm^nde^ 
by  some  of  the  knights.  The  grand  master  seeing 
himself  on  the  point  of  being  attacked,  either  bj 
Bajazet  or  Tamerlane,  according  as  fortune  should 
decide  their  fate,  sent  brother  William  de  Mine^ 
the  grand  hospitaller  of  the  order,  to  command  in 
Smyrna ;  and  he  threw  into  the  place,  at  the  same 
time,  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  a  body- 
of  fresh  troops  to  reinforce  the  garrison,  and  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  paying  of  them. 

Tamerlane,  who  knew  that  Smyrna  was  better 
fortified  by  the  number  and  valour  of  its  defendant^, 
than  by  the  fortifications  and  height  of  its  walls,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  dangers  and  length  of  a  siege 
that  might  prove  a  very  bloody  one,  made  no  other 
demand  but  what  he  thought  necessary  for  his  glor^* 
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inAsting  only,  as  a  point  of  honour,  that  the  knight, 
vho  commanded  in  the  place,  should  suffer  him  to 
plant  his  standard  upon  the  towers:  but  the  go- 
vernor rejected  this  proposition  with  indignation ;  so 
that  there  was  no  remedy  left  but  the  fortune  of 
war,  which  must  decide  that  of  the  place.  Tamer- 
lane, incensed  at  the  refusal^  caused  it  to  be  in-^ 
vested;  his  troops  began  the  attack  hyJ&lling  up  the 
ditches  with.earth,  hurdles  and  fascines,  while  their 
archers  were  plying  those  that  defended  the  walla 
with  shQ.WS£aJ)f.-arrows.  The  knights  made  frequent 
sallies,  to  hinder  their  works  from  advancing;  there 
was  every  day  some  skirmish  or  other,  in  which 
those  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ  strove  with  emulation 
to  signalize  their  valour  against  the  infidels. 

The  next  thing  Tamerlane  had  recourse  to  was, 
that  of  undermining  the  walls :  but  the  Christtana 
throwing  down  great  pieces  of  rock,  large  stones, 
and  beams  of  timber,  crushed  the  most  daring  in 
pieces,  apd  hindered  the  rest  from  coming  near  the 
foot  of  the  walls.  The  Tartar,  provoked  at  so  brave 
a  resistance,  and  greater  designs  calling  for  his 
presence  in  other  places,  he  resolved,  in  order  to 
take  the  place  with  greater  expedition,  to  attempt 
an  assault.  With  this  view  he  caused  a  prodigious 
number  of  wooden  towers  to  be  built;  theyjwere  a 
sort  of  walking  machines,  which  the  besiegers  pushec} 
upon  wheels,  and  brquglit  very  ne^r.  the.walls«.. 
Chalcoqdilas^  speaking  of  this  siege,  says,  that  Ta- 
inerlane  pot  two  hundred  men  in  every  one  of  these 
towers,  vi^hich  bad  Udders  within  them,  and  a  sort 
f>f  stair-rcases  to  go  up  to  the  different  floors.  The 
lowest  floor  was  generally  designed  for  the  workmea 
who  conducted  the  machine,  or  for  the  soldiers  who 
Y^orked  to  undermine  the  wall;  the  middle  floor  wap 
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on  a  leTel  with  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  contained  a 
bridge,  which  was  to  be  thrown  down  upon  the 
wall  itself,  for  the  besiegers  to  pass  upon  it  and  force 
their  way  into  the  place ;  and,  upon  the  highest  floor 
they  placed  their  archers,  who,  having  the  advan-; 
tage  of  the  higher  post,  infested  and  drove  off  with 
their  arrows  snch  as  offered  to  defend  the  place. 

Cherefeddin  Ali,  a  native  of  Yedz,  a  cotemporary 
author,  translated  out  of  the  Persian  tongue  into 
the  French,  by  the  late  M.  Petit  de  la  Croix,  junior, 
has  left  us  a  relation  of  the  siege  of  Smyrna;  and 
though  that  author  does  not  expressly  name  the 
.  knights  of  Rhodes,  yet  it  is  very  easy  to  distinguish 
them  in  the  description  that  he  gives  of  the  defen- 
ders of  the  place;  and  I  fancy  it  will  not  be  dis* 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  copy  that  passage  of  his 
history.  The  Persian  historian,  who  died  in  1456, 
expresses  himself  on  this  subject  in  these  or  such 
like  terms : 

"  Timur  was  informed,  that  there  was  upon  the 
Sea-coast  a  place  exceeding  strong,  butlt .of  hewn 
stone,  surrounded  by  the  sea  on  three  _si(fe8,  and  on 
that  of  the  land  by  a  deep  ditch,  all  built  with  lime, 
and  cemented  from  the  top  to  the  bottom ;  that  there 
was  a  great  number  of  Europeans  within  it ;  that  it 
was  called  Ismir  or  Smyrna;  that  the  Greeks  looked 
upon  it  as  a  holy  place;  and  persons  resorted  thither 
from  remote  countries  in  pilgrimage  -^th  great 
devotion,  who  there  offered  up  their  vows,  and 
brought  their  alms;  that  there  was  neaY  it,  about 
the  distance  of  a  horse^s  course,  another  fortress 
upon  the  ridge  of  a  mountain,  called  also  Ismir,  but 
possessed  by  Mussulmen,  who  w.ere  continually  at 
war  with  those  of  the  other  place,  on  account  of 
their  difference  in  religion;  and  as  the  Smyrna i)t* 
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sideg,  they  Were  relieved  frQm  Enrnpft  hy  aea^aad 
had  proyUions^  clgtliea»..annHp  and  .all  other  nec^?. 
saries  brought  them  that  waj.     And  as  this  place 
^as  seated  in  the  farthest  part  of  the  frontiers  of 
Asifi,  and  the  country  of  the  Mussulmen,  the  Greeks 
carried  on  from  thence  a  cruel  war,  .and  defended 
the  place,  as  being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
them;  that  it  had  never  been  taken  by  any  Mussul^ 
man  prince,  nor  ever  paid  tribute  to  any  body;  that 
Amurath^  the  fajhex  of  j^^^        taiea.the.field . 
severiAl  times,  at  the  head  jpjji.  nugbty.aicagr*  wUbr 
out  being  able  to  carry Jijs  point;  and  that  Bajazet 
himself  had.  kept  it  bejsieged^fpr  SjElvea^^ajii  ti2ge-^ 
ther,  without  making  anyprogregs^iQit.;  that  this 
place  infested  the  Mussulmen  exceedingly,  and 
nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  slaughter  and  streams 
of  blood  flowing  continually  into  the  sea  lik^. tor- 
rents, 

^'  When  Tiinnr  was  informed  of  the  state  of 
Smyrna,  his  zeal  for  religion  persuaded  him  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  deliver  the  M ussulroen  from  trouble 
by  entirely  destroying  their  enemies;  He  detached 
hither  the  Mirza.PirmehemetGmarchoicz,  the  emir 
Check  Nouredden,  and  others,  with  orders,  first  to 
bummon  them  by  an  ambassador  to  embrace  the 
Mussulman  religion,  ( for  such  is  Mahomet's  order ; ) 
that  if  they  should  be  happy  enough  to  do  so,  his 
pleasure  was,  that  they  diould  be  kindly  treated, 
and  that  they  should  give  him  notice  of  it,  in  order 
that  h0  might  bestow  his  favours  upon  them ;  that 
If  their  obstinacy  should  soften^  and  whilst  they  de- 
sired to  continue  Christians,  would  submit  to  pay 
.tribute^  they  should  regulate  the  sum  with  them  and 
receive  it;  but  if,  unhftppily  for  them,  they  should 
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dare  to  stand  upon  their  defence^  they  diould  put 
them  all  to  the  sword. 

"  The  Mirza  and  the  Emirs  obeyed  immediately,- 
ftnd  coming  before  Smyrna,  sent  an  ambassador  to 
invite  the  inhabitants  to  turn  Mussulmen,  using 
threats  as  well  as  promises  for  that  purpose;  but  as 
they  were  predestinated  to  destruction,  both  were 
useless;  and  Mahmony,  the  governor  of  the  place, 
had  sent  to  demand  succour  of  all  the  princes  of 
Europe,  so  that  he  had  got  together  a  great  number 
of  the  bravest  Christian  captains,  or  rather  a  com- 
pany of  mad  devils,  who  erected  magazines  there, 
and  supplied  it  with  ammunition  and  provisions. 

*'  Our  generals  gave  advice  thereof  to  the  court, 
and  Timur,  upon  the  news,  resolved  to  go  thither 
in  person.  He  left  his  baggage  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  of  Tire ;  and  though  it  was  winter,  and 
the  weather  exceeding  rainy,  he  would  needs  mount 
on  horseback,  that  the  merit  of  this  religious  war 
might  be  ascribed  to  him,  and  march  on  that  side. 
He  arrived  there  on  Saturday  the  6th  of  Juma- 
zyulevely  an.  805,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  sent 
orders  to  the  Mirza  Mehemet  Sultan,  who  was  in 
winter-quarters  at  Magniscah,  to  advance  and  post 
himself  before  Smyrna*  The  like  orders  were  sent 
to  Merasmiren  Chuh  and  Bonleen,  as  also  to  the 
Emir  Gehan-chah  and  others.  At  Timor's  arrival 
before  the  place,  they  beat  all  their  drums  and 
kettle-drums,  and  the  whole  army  set  up  a  great 
shout.  The  place  was  immediately  attacked  on  the 
land  side,  and  every  general  carried  on  the  sap  over 
against  his  post,  and  prepared  engines  and  batter- 
ing-rams  for  the  assault.  They  shot  arrows  and 
threw  pots  of  wild-fire  upon  the  gates  of  the  castle ; 
the  Emir  Chamelec  caused  likewise  great  scaffolds. 
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Ukrith  three  feet,  to  be  erected  in  the  middle  of  the 
water  near  one  another,  over  which  they  threw 
great  planks;  and  from  the  two  sides  of  the  castle 
to  the  place  where  the  feet  of  the  scaffolding  touched 
upon  the  land,  they  made  a  plain  even  way,  and  so 
firm,  that  the  soldiers  might  boldly  stand  and  walk 
on  them,  without  fearing  their  breaking  down,  and 
fight  there  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  upon  land. 
This  being  finislied,  the  Mussulmen  took  their 
bucklers,  and  got  up  on  the  scaffolds,  assaulting  the 
castle  from  thence;  and  the  wajjbeing  thus_shut 
up  on  the  side  of  the  sea,  it  was  impossible  for  any 
body  yiHtiateyer  to  succour  the  besieged. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  Mirzas^  M|&hemmend 
sultan,  and  Miranchah  arrived,  having  left  their 
baggage  at  Magniniiah,  under  the  care  of  the 
Emir  Chamfeddin- Abbas :  this  reinforcement  was  of 
great  service  in  forwarding  the  siege,  for  Timur 
gave  orders  for  the  general  assault.  The  Emir  of 
Loumans  and  colonels  of  Hezares,  with  their  troops 
advanced  to  it,  each  on  the  side  where  he  was  posted, 
and  the  assault  lasted  from  morning  till  evening, 
and  from  the  evening  till  morning,  the  brave  men 
on  both  sides  performing  actions  of  wonderful  va- 
lour. If  the  attack  was  obstinate  and  resolute,  the 
defence  was  equal  to  it,  and  no  body  had  time  to 
rest  a  moment ;  the  engines  and  battering  rams  beat 
down  the  walls  and  towers,  and  the  besieged  still 
undaunted,  were  continually  throwing  pots  of 
naphta,  wildfire,  and  showers  of  stones  and  arrowi 
from,  engines  as  well  as  bovrs,  without  the  least  in- 
termission. 

*'  All  this  while  the  rain  was  so  excessive,  that  it 
looked  as  if  the  universe  was  going  to  be  over*- 
whelmed  with  a  second  deluge;  yet  notwithstand^ 
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ing  this  prodigious  storm,  ihe  indefatigable  Timtir 
vras  every  mon^nt  giving  orders  to  his  g^nersku 
and  encouraging  bis  soldiers  in  person*  After  the 
miners  had  finished  their  worfc^,  and.  propped  up 
the  bastiona  and  oourtines  with  stones,  they.  fiUe^^ 
the  mines  with  fascines  and  faggots  dipped  in 
naphta  and  set  fire  to  them;  upon  which  the  walla 
were  thrown  down  at  once,  and  several  of  the  be- 
sieged fell  from  the  top  of  them,  and  were  killed. 
The  muMulmen. forced  them  sword  in  hapd  to  q^uili 
the  breaches  that  they  defended,  and  made.theii^ 
way  into  Smyrna,  crying  out  victory,  and  praising 
God,  to  whom  they  offered  the  h^ads  of  all  their 
enemies  by  way  pf  thanksgiving  for  their  success^ 
Very  few  of  those  escaped  who  had  thrown  them-- 
selves  into  the  sea,  and  wese  swimming  to  theshipa 
that,  lay  off,  great  numbers  of  them  being  drowned 
in  the  attempt.  After  they  bad;  pi|t  the  popple  of 
Smyrna  to  the  sword,  they  demcdishcd  the  buildings 
both  of  the  townand  caf  tie,  apd  threw,  the  materials^ 
the  bricks,  arma  and  gooda«  intp.the  sea* 

''  Some  great  ships  (Called,  ear^oas^  came  from 
certain  parts  of  £ur4>pe;  these  had.  two  mast«  at 
least,  and,  w^re  well  provided  with  soldiers  and 
arms  outboard  tP  succour  thos^  of  Smyrna.  When 
they  dreiw  near  the  po^  :aqd  sfiyr  no.marlui  either 
of  the  to^n  or  castle^  they  were  startled  and^topped 
their  counse.<Timur  gave  orders  to  throw  the  headfli 
of  some  of  the  Christians  on  board,  these. ships,,  and 
the,  throwers  of.  wildfire  Having  executed  his  ordersj 
gevqral  hea^a  fell  into  the  very  sbips«  The  seamen 
knowing  the  heads  of  their  comrades,  tacked  about 
an^I  returned  iu  a  fright^  altogether  d^appointed.  of 
their  expectation," 

Thisis  Che;'ei^ddin*8  relation  of  \yl)i^t  p«^t  at  th» 
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iitge  6f  Smyrna.  It  is  plain -firom  thence,  that 
¥^hat  he  says  of  the  pilgtimages'inade  by  the  Chris-- 
tians  to  that  city,  whither,  he^says,  they  brought 
alms,  b  to  be  understood  of  Jerusalem, 'which  name 
the  knights  were  6alled  by.  The  sucdour  which 
those  of  Smyrna  sent  to  get  in  Europe,  from 
whence  they  received  a  nlimbei*  of  brave  captains, 
or  rather  a  company^of  miad  devils,  all  this  descrip- 
tion represents  the  gallslnt  defence  made  by  the 
knights.  The  author  has  Hot  forgot  the  great  car- 
rack  of  the  order,  and  when  he  treats  the  knights 
as  sea-faring  men,  it  is"  plain  that  he  m^ans 
those  of  Rhodes.  Yet  after  all,  they  were 
unable,  as  we  have  seen,  to  resist  the  efforts 
of  Tamerlane. 

That  barbarian,  as  his  custom  was,  slaughtered 
all  the  inhabitants,  and  demolished  the  place.  ^Hls 
acted  thus  cruelly  in  order  to  intimidate  such  as 
should  refuse  to  open  their  gatfes  to  him.  Whenever 
he  laid  siege  to  any  tdwn,  they  always  planted  the 
first  day  a  white  standard  upon  his  tent,  to  show 
that  he  was  disposed  to  use  clemency  to  those  that 
should  surrender  immediately.  The  day  following, 
that  signal  was  of  a  red  colour,  to  signify  that  he 
would  have  blood,  and  that  the  lives  of  the  govenor 
and  the  principal  officers  of  the  garrison,  must  pay 
for  not  surrendering  on  the  first  summons.  But  tho 
third  day  they  planted  a  black  standard,  to  declare^ 
that  whether  the  place  was  carried  by  storm,  or 
made  a  v6luntaYy  surrender,  every  body  was  to  be 
put  to  death,  and  the  town  entirely  destroy ed^  Not* 
withstanding  all  the  precautions  that  his  cruelty 
inadehim  take,  several  knights,  and  a  considerable 
humber  of  the  soldiers,  made  their  escape,  upon  the 
ilown's  being  taken,  by  throwing  themselves  into  the 
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sea,  and^wlmmin^  to  the  ships  that  were  come  to 
throw  succoors  into  the  place. 
'^  Tamerlaae,  whom  we  may  consider  as  another 
Attila,  and  as  a  scourge  of  God,  after  filling  Asia 
Minor  with  bIood>  had  a  design  to  pass  oyer  into 
Europe,  and  extend  his  conquests  as  far  as  the  pil- 
lars of  Hercules ;  to  cross  afterwards  the  streights  of 
Gibraltar,  and  after  reducing  Africa,  to  return  by 
the  way  of  Egjpt  into  his  own  dominions.  But  as 
he  was  making  preparations  proportionable  to  so 
vast  a  project,  he  received  advice,  that  a  king  of 
India,  whose  name  historians  do  not  mention,  had 
fallen  into  Persia,  ravaged  a  great  part  of  thQ 
country,  and  taken  Cheri,  one  of  the  principal 
cities  of  that  kingdom,  where  Tamerlane's  treasure 
was  kept,  which  now  became  the  prey  of  this  other 
barbarian. 

The  proud  Tartar,  who  fancied  himself  suj^rio^ 
to  all  the  monarchs  of  the  world,  and  perhaps  even 
to  fortune,  and  the  condition  of  human  nature  it-i 
self,  fell  into  a  rage  at  the  news.  He  immediately 
inarched  against  that  prince,  resolving  to  cut  him 
to  pieces;  but  after  several  engagements,  finding 
he  had  to  contend  with  a  prince  as  powerful  and 
as  great  a  captain  as  himself,  and  feeling  himself 
advanced  in  years,  he  thought  proper  to  make 
peace  with  his  enemy,  and  retire  to  his  own  terri^ 
tories  to  Samarchand;  where  he  died  shortly  after,^ 
occasioned  by  having  abandoned  himself  to  wine 
and  women.  His  sons  divided  his  empire  between 
them,  but  soon  fell  into  dissensions,  which  gave 
Bajazet's  children  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
iheir  father's  dominions.  These  were  Joshua,  Mi^r 
sulman  or  Calapin,   Moses  and   Mahomet,   wh.9 

•  April  1,  141  «• 
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reigned  ia  succession:  the  three  first  came  to  a 
violent  end;  Mahomet  survived  the  rest,  and  seve* 
ral  historians  of  that  nation^  without  taking  notice 
of  his  brothers,  rank  him  as  the  immediate  succes-* 
8or  to  Bajazet. 

Whilst  these  civil  wars  lasted,  and  the  infidel 
princes  dis|iuted  the  empire,  the  grand  master  made 
advantage  of  these  divisions;  and  to  provide  for  the 
better  security  of  the  isles  belonging  to  the  order, 
particularly  of  that  of  Langos,  he  formed  a  project 
for  taking  an  old  castle,  situated  on  the  main  land, 
twelve  miles  from  that  island,  in  the  gulf  of  Cera* 
mis,  and  upon  the  ruins  of  Halicamassus,  the  capi- 
tal city  of  Caria;  a  town  famous  for  the  magnificnt 
tomb  that  queen  Artemisia  anciently  erected  for 
king  Mausoleus  her  husband.  This  place  was  not 
less  illustrious  in  antiquity  for  the  birth  of  the  Greek 
historians  Herodotus^  and  Dionysius,  sumamed  Ha-<» 
licamassus.  The  grand  master  went  on  board  his 
fleet,  coasted  along  Caria,  landed  in  the  gulf,  en- 
tered the  port  with  a  south-west  wind,  landed  his 
troops,  surprised  and  attacked  a  garrison  of  Tartars, 
which  Tamerlane  h^d  left  in.  the  place,  and  made 
bimself  master  of  it;  but  finding  it  weak,  he  re« 
solved  to  raise  another,  which  he  built  upon  a  reck, 
on  the  point  of  a  peninsula  that  jutted  out  into  the 
sea :  he  named  it  the  castle  of  St.  Peter,  and  the 
Turks  called  it  afterwards  Bidrou,  strengthening 
it  with  all  the  fortifications  that  art  could  invent; 
the  walls  were  very  high,  and  there  were  portholes 
it  certain  distances,  supplied  with  cannon,  which 
kept  the  enemy's  ships  at  a  distance.  The  place 
was  still  better  fortified  on  the  land  side;  and  be? 
ttldes  the  height  and  thickness  of  the  walls,  the  en- 
trance was  defended  by  bulwarks  and  bastions,  and 

yoL,  II.  W 
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it  is  said  that  seyen  gates  should  be  passed  through 
before  the  body  of  the  place  could  be  entered.  There 
was  an  inscription  over  the  last  of  them,  ii^  these 
words  of  the  psalmist,  ''  Nisi  Dominus  asdificavit 
fsivitatem  frustra  vigilat  qui  custodet  earn ;"  to  sigr 
nify,  that  the  strongest  garrisons  cannot  preserve  a 
place  which  is  not  built  in  the  name  and  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord.  When  the  fortress  was  in  a  state 
of  defence,  the  grand  master  deepened  and  enlarged 
the  ditches,  so  as  to  let  the  sea  into  them;  and  he 
always  kept  a  number  of  biigantines,  barks  and  f&* 
luccas,  which,  ia  cotocert  with  the  galleys  of  Langp 
and  Rhodes,  blocked  up  the  riyer  of  Caria,  and 
hindered  the  vessels  of  the  corsairs  from  entering  it; 
while  the  castle,  on  the  land  side,  served  as  a  places 
of  refuge  to  such  christian  slaves  of  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  as  could  £nd  means  to  escape  from 
the  prisons  and  chains  of  the  infidels. 

The  grand  master's  care  was  not  confined  to  the 
preservation  of  the  isles  of  the  order;  he  equally 
concerned  himself  in  the  defence  of  all  the  christian 
states  in  the  East:  he  was  a  sort  of  general  in  ordi- 
nary to  them.  The  isle  of  Cyprus  particularly, 
which  is  situated  near  Rhodes,  owed  its  preservation 
entirely  to  the  fleets  and  forces  of  the  knights.  But 
if  their  valour  kept  the  infidels  at  a  distance,  all  the 
prudence  and  skill  of  the  grand  master  could  not 
guard  against  and  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  the  das^ 
tardly  spirits  of  the  Cypriots;  a  nation  effeminated 
by  luxury  and  voluptuousness,  which*  though  they 
professed  the  christian  religion,  still  sacrificed  i^ 
reality  to  the  goddess  of  pleasure,  the  ancient  tute- 
lar divinity  of  the  island  in  the  times  of  paganism. 

Peter  of  Lusignan  was  reigning  in  the  island  at; 
^at  time.    Some  important  affairs  calling  him  to 
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Italy,  before  his  departure,  he  left  the  govemmeni 
of  his  kingdom  to  the  count  of  Rohas  or  Rohais;  so 
they  then  called  the  country  of  Edessa,  of  which  he 
was  only  the  titular  lord,  since  the  conquest  of  it  by 
the  infidels.  The  regent,  in  the  king's  absence,  de- 
bauched the  queen,  and,  in  concert  with  her,  took 
measures  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown :  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  have  carried  their  iniquity 
higher.  The  king  having  advice  of  their  ill  designs, 
by  an  express  secretly  dispatched  by  a  lord  Visconti, 
returned  immediately,  caused  the  traitor  to  be  seized^ 
and  delivered  him  into  the  hands  of  justice,  to  be 
punished  according  to  the  rigour  of  the  law.     But 
as  the  laws,  in  that  effeminate  nation,  had  scarcely 
any  vigour,  the  judges,  being  corrupted  by  the 
queen's  credit  and  her '  adulterer's  presents,  pro- 
nounced him  innocent,  and  Visconti  was  condemned 
as  a  slanderer,  to  perpetual  banishment.  The  king^ 
enraged  at  a  sentence  that  dishonoured  him,  from 
a  wise  and  moderate  prince,  became  a  furious  and 
cruel  tyrant;  and,  iii  order  to  revenge  himself;  fell 
upon  all  his  subjects  without  distinction.  Reloaded 
them  with  irons,  confiscated  their  goods,  ravished 
the  honour  of  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  even 
abandoned  tliem  to  the  ministers  of  his  tyranny 
upon  the  slightest  pretences:  and  the  least  suspicion 
of  rebellion  was  equivalent  to  actual  treason,  and 
the  suspected  were  immediately  hurried  away  to 
punishment. 

The  common  prisons  not  being  sufficient  to  hold 
the  great  number  Of  unhappy  wretches,  whom  he 
caused  to  be  seized  every  day,  he  ordered  a  new 
one  to  be  built  in  the  middle  of  the  public  square; 
and,  from  the  most  refined  vengeance,  forced  even 
persons  of  quality  of  both  sexes  to  work  at  it,  and 
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assist  the  masons.  In  this  namber  of  penons  there 
happened  to  be  a  woman  of  spirit,  who  endeayoured 
to  engtLge  them  to  throw  off  so  detestable  a  yoke. 
To  accomplish  this,  though  descended  from  one  of 
{he  best  families  in  the  island,  unddr  pretence  of 
walking  with  greater  ease  under  the  burthens  she 
was  forced  to  carry,  she  tucked  up  her  petticoats 
and  shift  above  her  knees,  and  continued  so  till  the 
king,  who  came  regularly  every  day  to  see  his 
workmen,  appeared  with  all  his  court  about  him : 
as  soon  as  she  saw  him,  she  let  down  her  petticoatfli^ 
but  when  he  bad  passed  by  she  tucked  them  up 
again.  Some  persons,  scandalized  at  this  breach  of 
modesty,  demanding  of  her  why  she  veiled  her  na* 
kedness  before  theking  only,  she  answered, ''  Be- 
cause women  are  not  so  scrupulous  before  one  ano* 
ther  on  that  head ;  and  as  to  you,  there  is  not  one 
among  you  who  seem  to  have  any  thiug  of  the  man 
in  him  but  the  king/*  This  reproach  raised  a'vio* 
lent  indignation  in  the  Cypriots :  they  were  ashamed 
of  their  own  weakness  and  cowardice,  and  fell  im-* 
mediately  upon  the  king  and  slew  him.  They  gave 
the  crown  to  Petrin  or  Peter  II.,  his  son,  a  young 
child,  who  was  still  under  the  direction  of  a  g^er- 
iior,  and  put  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  into  the 
hands  of  James  de  Lusignan,  a  prince  of  the  bloo^ 
and  the  child's  uncle. 

This  prince»  at  his  accession  to  the  government 
of  the  kingdom,  or  as  others  say,  at  the  young 
king^s  coronation,  made  a  noble  feast:  a  great 
number  of  Venetian  and  Genoese  noblemen  were  at 
this  royal  entertainment.  These  strangers  disputed 
for  precedence,  but,  by  the  regent's  credit,  it  was 
decided  that  day  in  favour  of  the  Venetians.  The 
Genoese^  in  order  to  revenge  themselves^  resolved 
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to  carry  it  by  force,  and  agreed  to  come  the  next 
day  to  the  palace,  with  arms  concealed  under  their 
cloaks.  The  regent  haviug  notice  of  ^their  plot, 
ordered  eight  noble  Genoese,  who  were  walking  in 
the  hall  of  the  palace,  to  be  thrown  ont  of  the  win-* 
dowfl,  and  to  make  the  caae  still  more  c^dious,  it  is 
ttid,  that  these  noblemen  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  design  of  their  countrymen. 

This  news  being  carried  to  Genoa,  the  senate,  to 
revenge  the  barbarous  outi^ge,  sent  a.  strong  fleet 
to  Cyprus,  with  fourteen  thousand  land  forces  on 
board,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Fregose.  ,  The 
Genoese  ravaged  the  island,  besieged  and  took  Far-^ 
magusta,  and  seized  upon  the  regent,' who  was  car^ 
ried  ignominiously  with  the  princess  his  wife  to 
Genoa,  and  shut  up  in  prison.  He  continued  thero 
till  the  young  king's  death,  who,  leaving  no  issue, 
he  became  his  heir.  The  Genoese  now  set  him  at 
liberty,  but  sold  it  to  him  very  dear ;  and  before 
they  suffered  him  to  return  to  his  dominions,  they 
obliged  him  to  make  them  a  cession  of  the  city  of 
Famagusta,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  in  absolute 
soyereignty,  and  to  submit  to  pay  them  an  annual 
tribute  often  thousand  ducats. 

James,  to  gain  his  liberty  and  crown,  signed  the 
treaty,  resolying  to  gire  it  one  day  such  an  expla* 
nation  as  should  be  suitable  to  his  interest.  The 
situation  of  his  affairs  did  not  allow  him,  during 
his  life,  to  gef  rid  of  this  vassalage.  Janus  his  son, 
so  called  because  he  was  born  at  Genoa,  being 
brought  up  from  his  cradle  in  an  hereditary  hatred 
against  the  Genoese,  attempted  to  surprise  the  city 
of  Famagusta ;  which  occasioned  a  war  between 
that  prince  and  the  Genoese.  Those  republicans 
had  for  a  long  time  been  torn  to  pieces  by  the  tex^ 
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rible  dtssentions  that  broke  oat  between  the  bodjr 
of  the  nobility  and  th^  people,  and  had  a  little  be^ 
fore  given  themselves  up  to  Charles  Vl.  king  of 
France,  who  had  put  John  le  Mein^re,  called  mai^ 
shal  de  Boucicaulf,  fo  command  in  Genoa,  as  go^ 
vernor  or  Viceroy.  That  lord,  to  oppose  the  designs 
of  the  king  of  Cyprus,  ordered  a  fleet  to  be  fitted 
out  immediately,  resolving  to  command  it  in  person; 
and  till  thi^  armament  might  be  in  a  Condition  to 
set  sail,  he  sent  Anthony  Grimaldi,  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  with  three  galleys 
and  some  land  forces',  which  entered  the  port  of 
Famagnsta  without  the  least  opposition. 

Boucicault,  having  equipped  seven  great  vessels, 
und  nine  galleys,  set  sail  for  the  Levant;  he  landed 
first  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  was  received  by  the 
grand  master  and  the  knights  with  all  the  honours, 
due  to  his  personal  merit,  and  t6  the  dignity  of  the 
prin6e  he  represented.  'The  grand  master  lodged 
him  in  his  owtt  palace,  and  entertained  him  several 
times  in  i  c&sfle  or  bamiiieting-house  seated  on  a 
rising  ground  near  the  city:     In  the  discourses  that 
passed  between  these  two  great  men  in  private,  the 
grand  masterrepresented  to  the  marshal,  that  what* 
ever  pleasure  he  had  to  see  him  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes^ 
he  could  not  help  being  sensibly  concerned  at  the 
occasion  that  brought  him  thither  with  an  army; 
that  the  island  of  Cyprus,  lying  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Palestine  and  Egypt,  had  always  been  a 
convenient  place  for  the  European  fleets  to  put  in 
at ;  that  it  was  the  strongest  bulwark  the  Christians 
had  then  left  in  the  East ;  that  he  was  going  with 
his  army  to  bring  upon  it  all  the  calamities  that 
are  inseparable  from  war;  that  he  wias  even  going 
to  assist  the  Saracens,  and  facilitate  thetr  conquest 
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pfrlJie  island;  and  thea  oonjared  him  to  rafii&r  him 
to  go.  oyer  into  Cyprus^  being  in  hopes  that  God 
woqU  fclesi  his  yoyage  and  intdntions;  and  he 
might  perhapa  be  happy  eAough  to  restore  peace 
and  amity  between  the. t^wo nations. 

Boticieanlt  replied^  that  conquest  was  not  so 
mBoh  his  business  as  the  preserving  the  rights  of  a 
TepubKc  that  had  put  itsdf  under  the  protection  of 
the  king  his  master ;  that  the  king  of  Cyprus  might 
haye  peace,  if  he  pleased,  and  would  abandon  his 
enterprise  on  Famagusta^  and  that  as  fot  himself 
he  had  much  rather  turn  his  arnis  against  the  infi^ 
dels  than  employ  them  against  a  Christian  king, 
especially  against  a  prince  whose  illustrious  house 
derived  its  original  from  France. 

The  grand  master  having  got  so  favourable  an 
answer,  ordered  the  admiral  galley  to  be  fitted 
oat,  and  taking  two  others  with  him  for  a  convoy,; 
set  sail  for  Cyprus.  The  marshal,  not  willing  to: 
remain  idle  during  the  grand  master's  voyage,  went, 
cm  board  his  fleet,  purposing  to  ravage  the  country 
about  Alexandretta,  a  city  of  Syria,  then  called. 
Lescandelours  or  Scanderoon,  situated  twenty-five 
leagues  from  Aleppo  on  the  gulph  of  Lajazzo,  ia 
the  midst  of  some  marshes,  and  but  a  little  distance 
from  the  sea;  a  Turkish  prince  was  lord  of  it  at 
that  time.  Boucicault  landed  his  troops,  which 
consisted  of  eight  hundred  knights  and  esquires, 
among  which  were  the  banners  of  the  marshal,  of 
the  seignior  d'Acher,  of  the  seignior  of  Chateau 
Morant,  of  messire  William  de  Naillac,  of  the  same 
name  with  the  grand  master;  and  those  likewise  of 
the  seigniors  of  Chateauneuf  and  Puyos;  he  had 
about  three  thousand  men  on  board  that  little  fleet 
in  aH.    The  lord  of  the  country  was  then  five  great 
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days  journey  from  Aleicandretta^  and  wsf  en- 
camped on  hit  frontiers,  to  oppose  his  brother,  who 
disputed  the  seigniory  with  him.     The  marshal 
taking  advantage  of  his  absence,  ordered  the  seig- 
nior of  Chateau*Morand  to  attack  the  lower  town* 
that^as  inhabited  chiefly  by  merchants.    Every 
thing  there  was  plundered,  and  their  rich  magazines 
amply  rewarded  the  valour  of  the  soldiers,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  the  marshal's  fleet  made  them- 
selves masters  of  the  port.    The  lord  of  Scanderoon 
having  advice,  that  whilst  he  was  defending  the 
^ntry  of  his  country  against  his  brother,  the  Chris^ 
tians  were  on  the  point  of  taking  his  capital,  has* 
tened  to  the  succour  of  the  place,  which  was  niuch 
straitened.    He  made  several  attempts  to  throw  in 
succour,  bQt  finding  all  the  passes  secured  by  the 
marshal's  troops,  he  had  recourse  to  treaty, a  method 
always  most  suitable  to  the  weaker  side,  and  sent 
ambassadors  to  the  marshal  to  complain,  that  with? 
out  having  ever  had  any  dispute  wi.h  the  GenoesCj 
and  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war,  he 
had  fallen  upon  his  dominions,  and  there  committed 
acts  of  hostility,  which  are  never  practised  but  be- 
tween open  and  declared  enemies.  His  ambassadors 
added,  that  how  just  soever  the  complaints  of 
their  master  were,  yet  iif  the  marshal  would  with-P 
draw  his  troops  out  of  his  territories,  he  was  ready 
to  enter  into  a  strict  confederacy  with  him ;  and  in 
case  he  came  to  a  rupture  with  the  king  of  Cyprus, 
he  would  oblige  himself  to  furnish  him  all  the  ne* 
cessary  supplies  for  sustaining  that  war  in  an  island 
00  remote  from  Genoa. 

The  marshal  listened  to  these  proposals  the  more 
willingly,  in  that  if  he  was  obliged  to  make  waria 
Cyprus,  he  might  draw  provisions  and  other  iaen 
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Mnn  from  that  country  \vhich  lay  near  the  Uland ; 
and  besides  he  -was  afraid  of  making  any  stay  on 
that  coast,  in  a  season  when  the  air  of  Alexandretta 
was  so  very  onwholsome  and  dangerous,  by  reason 
of  the  exhalations  arising  from  the  marshes,  when 
those  who  did  not  die,  were  certain  not  to  come  off 
without  a  grievous  fit  of  sickness.  Having  there 
made  his  treaty  with  the  lord  of  the  country,  and 
spent  only  fourteen  days  in  the  expedition,  he  re* 
embarked  his  troops,  and  stood  off  for  the  isle  of 
Cyprus,  to  hasten  the  grand  master's  negotiation^ 
bot  he  found  tne  affair  very  much  forwarded* 

That  prince  having  a  conference  with  the  king^ 
i^ade  him  sensible  of  the  power  of  the  Genoese,  and 
represented  to  him,  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  make  head  against  the  forces  of  that  republic, 
especially  when  commanded  by  a  general  of  the 
marshal's  experience;  that  if  he  should  call  the 
Venetians  to  his  succour,  he  would  make  his  couur 
try  the  theatre  of  a  bloody  war ;  that  he  himself 
would  be  the  victim  of  it;  and  that  whoever  would 
be  victorious  in  war,  he  would  have  nothing  left  but 
the  choice  of  his  tyrants :  that  he  therefore  advised 
him  to  adhere  religiously  to  the  treaty  which  the 
Genoese  had  made  with  the  king  his  father,  and  not 
to  trouble  them  in  the  possession  of  Famagusta,  by 
which  means  he  would  interest  them  in  the  defence 
of  the  whole  island,  against  the  enterprises  of  the 
sultans  of  Egypt,  who  had  sevieral  times  attempted 
to  make  themselves  masters  of  it. 

This  representation  was  not.  only  founded  upon 
good  sense  and  the  wisest  policy,  hut  being  given 
by  the  grand  master,  was  something  more  than  ad* 
vice.  The  kings  of  Cyprus  had  for  many  years 
b$en  supported  merely  by  the  protection  and  suc-^; 
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c^urf  which  they  4rew  from  Rhodes;  and  the 
prince  coald  not  reject  the  g^rand  master's  good 
oflSces  and  mediation,  without  incurring^  the  indig- 
nation of  the  order.  The  grand  master  indeed  was 
at  that  time  considered  the  most  powerful  Chr istien 
prince  in  all  the  East ;  and  the  order  never  ha4i 
braver  oflScers,  nor  a  greater  number  of  them.  The 
convent  waa  generally  peopled  with  a  tiiousand 
knights ;  most  of  the  isles  called  Sporades  depended 
f>n  it,  and  the  sea  was  covered  with  their  fleets. 
The  Rhodian  merchants,  under  the  protection  and 
convoy  of  the  vessels  of  the  order,  grew  rich  by 
their  commerce :  there  was  not  a  corsair  durst  ven- 
ture near  the  seas  of  Lycia,  and  we  may  affirm,  that 
the  arms  of  the  order  were  as  terrible  to  the  infidels, 
as  its  valour  was  generally  esteemed  by  the  princes 
of  Christendom ;  so  that  it  is  less  surprising  the 
king  of  Cyprus  should  pay  so  submissive  a  deference 
to  the  grand  master's  sentiments.  It  was  agreed 
between  them,  that  the  siege  of  Famagusta  should 
be  raised,  and  the  king,  by  the  grand  master's  me- 
fliation,  had  a  conference  with  the  marshal ;  but  a 
difficulty  started  up,  which  had  like  to  have  mined 
the  negotiation  before  the  treaty  was  signed. 

The  Genoese  engaged  Boucioault  to  insist  that 
the  king  oF  Cyprus  should  reimburse  them  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  war,  which  they  made  amount  to  very 
considerable  sums.  The  king  maintained  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  ought  to  be  satisfied  that  he 
had,  out  of  regard  to  the  grand  master,  been  con- 
sent to  raise  the  siege  of  a  place  which  had  belonged 
to  his  ancestors  for  so  many  ages,  and  which  he  was 
on  the  point  of  reducing.  Both  sides  maintained 
their  pretensions  with  equal  ardour,  and  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  that  thii  article  might  break 
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b£r  the  treaty ;  but  the  grand  mastery  M^ho  knew 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  peace,  prevailed 
-with  the  king  of  Cyprus  to  pay  the  Genoese  seventy- 
thousand  ducats;  and  as  the  young  prince  was  not 
master  of  such  a  sum,  he  got  it  lent  him  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  order,  which,  fpr  secifrity,  had  the 
regal  crown,  With  vessels  of  gold  and  silver;  and 
precious  stones,  as  a  pawn,  till  the  money  advanced 
tfhpuld  be  all  paid^  After  the  conclusion  of  this 
treaty,  the  grand  master  and  inarshal  re-embarked, 
but  before  they  returned  to  Rhodes,  thejr  resolved 
te  ravage  the  coasts  of  Syria  and  Palestine,  which 
were  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Saracens  and  the 
troops  of  Tamerlane.  They  landed  on  the  coast  of 
Tripoli,  thinking  to  surprise  the  garrison  and  inha^ 
bitants  of  the  place ;  but  they  found  the  shore  de-^^ 
fended  by  above  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  which 
number  were  six  hundred  cavalry,  part  of  Tamer-* 
lane's  troops,  all  dressed,  says  the  historian  of  Bou- 
cicault,  in  fine  velvet  and  cloth  of  gold. 

Though  the  Christians  saw  plainly  that  the  infi-- 
dels  had  notice  of  their  design,  and  were  prepared 
to  receive  ihim,  yet  they  resolved  to  make  a  de^ 
ficent  upon  the  coast.  The  marshal  put  himself  at 
their  head  with  the  grand  master,  who  was  attended 
by  brother  Raimond  de  Lesture,  grand  prior  of 
Toulouse,  brother  Peter  de  Beaufremont,  hospitaller, 
ftnd  a  great  number  of  other  knights  of  the  o^-der. 
These,  knights,  hurried  on  by  their  courage,  and 
without  waiting  till  the  boats  could  put  them  on 
shore,  threw  themselves  up  to  the  neck  in  the  sea, 
and  advanced  boldly  sword  in  hand  against  the  in- 
fidels; and  though  the  Christian  troops  made  at 
tnost  but  tliree  thousand  men,  and  the  army  of  the 
Saracens  was  computed  at  fifteen  thousand^  our 
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knights,  sustained  by  the  troops  of  Genoa,  charged 
them  so  furiously,  that  the  barbarians,  not  able  to 
stand  the  attack,  gave  ground  and  fled,  but  rallied 
afterwards  at  some  distance  from  the  shore,  when 
their  commanders  drew  them  up  in  order  of  battle. 
There  was  no  great  likelihood  that  the  Christians 
should,  with  so  small  a  force,  advance  and  attack 
that  great  body  of  Saracens,  which  was  likewise 
covered  with  hedges  and  defiles,  and  had  the  strong 
city  of  Tripoli  behind  them.  But  the  grand  master 
^nd  the  marshal  could  not  bring  themselves,  not- 
withstanding the  inequality  of  number,  to  re-embark  - 
withottt  advancing  nearer  them ;  so  that  letting 
their  soldiers  take  breath,  they  divided  their  little 
army  into  three  bodies;  and  taking  care  not  to  get 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  shore,  for  fear  of 
being  intercepted  by  the  Saracens,  they  marched 
towards  them,  and  attacked  them  sword  in  hand. 
They  charged  on  both  sides,  and  closed  together  in 
a  moment;  the  combat  became  bloody,  and  lasted 
for  some  time  with  fury ;  but  the  greatest  loss  fall* 
ing  u}5on  the  inBdels,  they  retired  into  gardens 
planted  with  fruit-trees,  and  fenced  about  with 
thick  hedges,  but  not  thinking  themselves  safe 
enough  there,  most  of  them  ran  to  the  city  for  re- 
fuge :  in  a  word,  the  whole  body  was  broke,  and  the 
Christian  generals  met  with  no  enemy  to  resist  them. 
However,  not  having  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  to 
form  the  siege  of  Tripoli,  a  place  of  great  strength, 
and  defended  by  a  garrison  numerous  enough  to 
t.'>ke  the  field,  the  Christians  re-embarked;  but  be** 
fore  they  returned,  the  grand  master  and  the  mar- 
shal resolved  to  make  an  attempt  on  Baruth,  and 
try  if  they  should  find  the  enemy  on  their  gaard^ 
-^rd  prepared  to  receive  them.. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   KfflGHtS   Ot  MALTA.  49 

Baruth,  or  Berytus^  a  town  of  PhcBnicia,  was  at 
that  time  considerable  on  account  of  its  commerce. 
Its  harbour  served  for  a  port  or  staple  to  all  the 
merchandise  carried  from  Egypt  into  Europe  ;^  and 
most  of  the  Christian  merchants^  and  particularly 
the  Venetians,  had  their  counting-houses  and  con^ 
siderable  magazines  there.  The  Christian  fleet  sail-* 
ing  on  its  course,  saw  a  light  bark,  called  at  that 
time  Gripperio,  coming  out  of  the  port  of  Baruth» 
and  making  all  the  sail  it  could  to  escape  from  them ; 
but  a  galley  being  ordered  to  pursue  it,  soon  came 
up  with  it,  and  brought  it  back  to  the  generals. 
The  captain  of  this  little  vessel  being  examined, 
according  to  the  laws  of  war,  about  his  condition 
and  circumstances,  and  the  reason  of  his  eagerness 
to  avoid  the  Christian  fleet,  he  owned  himself  a 
Christian  and  a  Venetian,  but  did  not  care  to  say 
more.  However,  being  threatened  to  be  put  to  the 
rack,  the  fear  of  torture  made  him  confess,  that  he 
had  been  dispatched  by  the  Venetian  general  to  all 
the  sea-ports  of  Phoenicia,  Palestine  and  Egypt,  to 
give  the  subjects  of  the  sultan  of  Egypt  advice  oi 
the  Christians  being  at  sea,  under  the  command  of 
the  grand  master  of  Rhodes  and  the  governor  of 
Genoa,  in  order  that  they  might  take  the  necessary 
precautions  against  the  enterprises  of  their  enemies^ 
Most  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  fleet,  enraged 
at  the  intelligence  given  them  by  this  Venetian^ 
"were*  for  throwing  him  into  the  sea,  but  were  hin- 
dered by  their  generals,  who  continued  firm  in  their 
resolution  of  keeping  on  their  course  and  making  a 
descent  near  Baruth. 

As  the  town  was  but  poorly  fortified,  the  inhabit 
tanta,  on  the  advice  brought  them  by  the  Venetian, 
Jiad  carried  the  best  of  their  effects  into  the  woods 
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aud  B»ountai»6«  This  did  not  pvevent  the  Cbristiani 
from  landing;  and  after  plundering  the  town,  th^y 
set  it  on  fire,  re-embarked  and  sailed  towards  Sayda^ 
anciently  called  Sidon>  another  town  of  Pboeuicia, 
thirty-five  miles  from  Baruth.  They  fonnd  the 
same  precautions  tliere,  the  port  and  shore  lined 
with  inhabitants,  alt  in  arms>  to  the  number  of  fen 
thousand  men.  The  grand  master  and  marshal, 
however,  by  help  of  the  engines  which  they  had  on 
hoard,  made  their  descent  at  the  head  o(  two  hun* 
dred  men  of  arms,  »id  as  many  cross-bow  men,  and 
were  going  to  land  the  rest  of  the  troops,  when  they 
were  surprised  fay  so  violent  stormy  weather  and  a 
contrary  wind,  that  they  could  not  continue  their 
landing.  The  grand  mastier  and  mar^al  saw  then^ 
selves,  by  this  means,  left  with  only  five  oif  six  hun- 
dred men  about  them,  destitiifte  of  succours,  and 
exposed  to  enemies  vastly  superior  in  strength,  who 
might  have  cut  them  to  pieces  if  they  had  known 
bow  to  take  advantage  of  so  favourable  an  oppoff<« 
tunity. 

The  barbarians  indeed  advanced  to  eharge  them, 
tMit  the  Christians  closing  and  keeping  their  rauks^ 
opposed  them  on  all  sides  ao  resolutely,  that  they 
thought  fit  only  to  fight  at  a  distance  and  incom- 
mode them  with  their  arrows.  The  Christians  did 
the  same,  and  the  sea,  after  a  storm  of  five  houri^ 
growing  calm,  diey  re-embarked  in  sight  of  the 
infidels,  who  durst  notadvaace  aearet  thaa  within 
bow<-shot  of  them. 

They  landed  afterwards  on  the  coast  of  Lidda^ 
another  town  of  Palestine,  which  the  Greeks  an^ 
eiently  called  Diospolis,  that  is,  the  city  of  Jupiter. 
This  place  was  sttoated  in  a  plain,  about  a  league 
noitiv  of^amatha;  it  was  covered  on  one  ade  by  a 
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raouiytakif  finA  on  the  e^er  b  j  a  wood.  Tbey  landed 
in  a  Kttle  ereek  or  bay,  which  \ra9  defended  by  two 
towers.  They  dtscorered  only  three  thoasand  men 
or  thereabouts,  who  appeared  and  kept  ihemeeWes 
at  a  distance  (rom  the  sea,  seeming  to  be  afraid  of 
them.  The  generals,  in  order  to  reconnmtre  them, 
put  some  troops  on  shore,  without  any  opposition 
being  made  to  their  landing ;  and,  on  the  report  of 
the  principal  officers,  resolyed  to  attack  the  enemy 
next  day.  But  for  fear  the  barbarians,  assisted  by 
the  night*  should  snrpnse  the  troops  l^at  were 
landed,  they  made  them  retire  on  board  the  fleet  in 
the  evening.  The  infidels  seeing  the  Christians  re- 
embarking,  and  beliering  that  their  scouts  had  dis- 
covered the  ambuscade  which  they  bad  laid  between 
the  town  and  the  sea,  sallied  out  from  behind  the 
mountain  and  the  wood,  to  the  nnmber  of  above 
thirty  thousand  men,  all  of  them  sword  in  hand,  and 
setting  up  a  great  shout,  boldly  advanced  to  the 
brink  of  the  sea.  It  was  this  precipitate  eagerness 
to  show  themselves,  which  saved  the  Christians,  who 
would  have  been  all  cut  off  the  next  day,  if  they 
had,  pursuant  to  their  design,  marched  to  Lidda 
and  advanced  into  the  plain,  where  they  must  have 
been  intercepted  and  surrounded  by  an  army  that 
was  so  very  numerous,  and  so  vastly  superior  to 
their  own. 

The  grand  master  and  the  marshal  seeing  the  sea- 
son so  far  advanced,  andf  that  there  was  nothing  to 
be  done  along  the  coast,  took  leave  of  one  another, 
the  grand  master  returning  to  Rhodes,  and  the 
marshal  sailing  for  Famagusta,  where,  upon  his  ar« 
rival  he  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  the  security 
pf  the  place.  He  staid  but  a  few  days  there,  and 
^hen  set  out  on  his  return  to  Italy ;  but  before  he 
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made  for  Qenoa^  he  touched  at  the  isle  of  Rhodei, 
to  thank  the  ^and  master  and  the  order,  for  their 
good  offices  towards  him  in  the  late  treaty  con* 
eluded  with  the  king  of  Cyprus.  The  grand  master 
treated  him  nobly,  stored  his  fleet  with  provisions 
9nd  refreshments,  and  showed  him  the  principal 
fortresses  of  the  island,  their  garrisons^  arms^  and 
the  magazines  in  each  of  them.  The  marshal  par- 
ticularly admired  the  port  of  Rhodes,  which  was 
fortified  with  two  castles,  well  prpvided  with  war- 
like engines  that  commanded  the  mouth  of  it,  and 
filled  with  an  infinite  number  of  ships  of  war,  mer- 
chant vessels,  galleys  and  galliots,  saicks  and  feluc- 
cas, most  of  them  equipped  for  war,  and  making 
frequent  returns  with  various  prizes  that  they  were 
continually  taking  from  the  infidels,  and  chiefly 
from  the  subjects  of  the  8ultan$  of  Egypt.  Those 
barbarians- could  scarcely  venture  out  of  the  port 
of  Alexandria,  or  sail  in  the  seas  of  Cyprus  and 
Ly  cia,  without  being  t^ken  by  the  knights  of  Rhodes. 
The  sultan,  though  full  of  resentment  at  these 
captures,  and  the  several  descents  which  the  grand 
master  had  made  upon  his  coasts,  thought  it  more 
proper  to  make  peace  with  the  order,  than  to  con- 
tinue a  war  so  prejudicial  to  his  subjects:  with  this 
view  he  sent  an  ambassador  to  Rhodes.  As  the 
knights  were  on  the  point  of  entering  into  a  league 
of  Christian  princes  against  the  Turks,  and  it  was 
not  proper  to  have  two  such  mighty  enemies  to  op- 
pose at  once,  they  resolved  to  hear  the  sultan's 
minister.  Commissioners  were  named  to  enter  upon 
a  negotiation,  and  peace  was  soon  agreed  upon,  by 
reason  of  the  disposition  there  was  in  both  parties 
to  conclude  it ;  but  it  was  easy  to  see  that  the  granc^ 
master  prescribed  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 
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KTalttac,  wlio  had  alwajt  in  view  the  spirit  and 
main  design  for  which  his  order  was  institnted,  took 
care  to  have  it  stipulated,  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  profanations  of  infidels,  he  shonM  haye  leave  to 
wall  in  the  holy  sepulchre;  that  he  might  always 
keep  six  knights  in  Jerusalem,  who  should  be  ex« 
empted  from  all  Carache,  or  tribute;  who  might 
entertain  other  knights  in  their  house,  and  suck 
pilgrims  as  should  come  out  of  devotion  to  the  holy 
icity ;  that  the  order  might  ransom  Christian  slaves^ 
either  by  paying  the  same  money  that  they  cost 
their  masters,  or  by  giving  a  Saracen  in  excfaango 
for  a  Christijin;  that  there  should  be  a  free  com* 
merce  between  the  subjects  of  the  order  and  those 
of  the  sultan,  and  that  the  grand  master  might 
keep  consuls  at  Jerusalem,  Rama  and  Alexandria^ 
to  secure  the  Christians  from  the  exactions  they 
were  exposed  to  in  the  territories  of  the  infidels: 
and  in  fine,  that  the  ^ips  of  the  order  might  export 
com  out  of  tha  sultan's  dominions.  It  was  agreed 
likewise,  that  in  case  either  pasty  was  for  bresking 
the  treaty,  and  beginning  the  war,  he  should  bo 
obliged  to  make  a  public  denunciation  of  it  three 
months  before,  that  both  sides  might  secure  their 
effects  before  acts  of  hostility  were  begun :  all 
which  conditions  are  a  demonstration  of  the  sultan's 
eagerness  to  make  peace,  and  his  fear  of  the  power 
jmd  forces  of  the  knights. 

But  how  numerous  would  the  forces  of  this  for- 
midable body  have  been,  had  they  not  been  divided 
by  the  unhappy  schism  which  then  infested  the  or- 
der as  well  as  the  universal  church  ?  We  have  al* 
ready  observed,  that  there  were  two  popes  at  the 
same  time  in  the  church,  each  of  them  having  dif- 
^rent  nations  under  their  authority,  and  two  sopot 
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rion  in  tlie  Older  indepradeirt  of  titch  oilien  Tho 
convent  of  Rhod^t ,  the  knigfato  in  tbe  Eoat,  with 
thoieof  France,  Caitile,  Scoiland^and  part  of  Gerp 
many,  aclinowledged  the  authority  of  the  g^rand 
Blaster,  who  adhered  to  Benedict  XIIL  racceflBorto 
Clement  VIL  whilst  the  fopee  tiiat  succeeded  Ur- 
ban VI.  had,  ipi  order  to  retain  the  Arragoman» 
Italian*  and  £nglish  knights,  as  wdl  as  those  of 
the  kingdoms  of  the  north,  Bohemia  and  Hungary* 
in  their  obedience,  appointed  Italian  commanders  to 
be  their  superiors,  under  the  title  of  lieutenants  of 
the  ^rand  mastership ;  and  who,  as  if  that  great 
dignity  was  not  already  filled  up,  governed  this 
fturt  of  the  order  without  haying  the  least  inter* 
Murae  with  the  grand  master  of  Rhodes.  It  is  easy 
to  guess  what  prejudice  such  a  fatal  division  must 
cause  in  that  island,  wluch  saw  its  forces  divided, 
and  that  for  a  long  time  received  no  ooatributioii 
from  the  priories  and  commandries  tliat  had  sepa* 
rated  themselves  from  the  body  of  the  order. 

Happily  at  this  juncture  the  cardinals,  who  ad« 
hered  to  both  the  popes,  excited  by  the  zeal  of  most 
•f  the  princes  of  Christendom,  agreed  to  join  their 
endeavours  to  assemble  a  general  council;  and  it 
being  then  uncertain  which  of  the  two  rivals  was 
Ae  true  pope,  whether  Peter  de  Luna,  stiled  Bene^ 
diet  XUL  or  Angelo  Carrario,  who  had  taken 
the  name  of  Gregory  XII.  these  cardinals  resolved 
lo  put  a  person  into  the  chair  of  St.  Peter,  whoso 
election  should  be  so  indisputable,  that  no  Qiristlaa 
could  help  acknowledging  him  for  sole  and  lawful 
head  of  the  universal  church. 

It  was  with  this  view  that  the  cardinals  had,  ii| 
nil  the  conclaves  held  (nm  the  time  of  the  death  of 
yxten  VI»  and  giencnt  YD^eabforibed  to  a  formal 
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lortnuiHnt;.  wheieby  the  penan  who  AovlA  be. 
eketod  oat  of  their  body,  engaged'hinself  for  the 
sake  of  peace  to  resounco  the  popedoot,  which  thej 
called  accepting  of  the  vote  of  ceiiioii.  But  expe-» 
rienced^Bioiiat rated  afterwards,  that  all  those  whom 
they  raised  to  that  supreme  digiHty,thoaght  them- 
seliFes^  the  moment  they  received  the  papal  crown, 
disp^iisedfrom  the  promises  they  had  made  in  order 
tp  attain  it :  and  the  competitors,  by  a  tacit  collusion, 
agreed  in  i¥)diiog  hat  in  one  pointy  which  was  ne-^ 
i^er  to  agree  upon  any  of  the  several  expedienta 
lUN^posed  in  order  to  brii^  about  a  reciprocal  ces^ 
sioB% 

The  fear  of  seeing  this  s^ism  perpetuated  in  the 
€^i|reh,  determined  the  cardinals  to  call  a  genend 
council  in  the  city  of  Pisa  in  Italy.  Scarcely  had  a 
more  iUnstrious,  and  wilhal  a  more  numerous  as-* 
sembly  been  seen  in  any  partof  the  Christian^world. 
There  were  present  at  it  22  cardinals,  4  patriarchs, 
12  archbishops  in  person,  and  14  by  their  proxies, 
80  bishops,  and  the  proxies  of  above  100;   the 
grand  master  of  Rhodes,  accompanied  with    16 
Oommanders^  the  prior  of  the  knights  of  the  holy^ 
sepulchre,  and  prooorator  of  the  Teutonic  order;-. 
Q7  abbots,  in  which  number  were  the  abbotSf  supe* 
nors  of  the  order  of  the  Cistertians,  of  Grammont,  of 
Ganpialdoli  and  Vallombrosa,  with  the  proxies  of  the 
abbots  general  of  the  order  of  the  Premonstraats, 
and  of  St  Anthony  of  Yieima ;  the  pioiies  of  90O> 
other  abbots ;  and  an  infimte  number  of  priors  and- 
ecclesiastics;  the  deputies  of  the  universities  of  Pa-< 
ris»  Thoulouse,  Orleans,  Angers,  Montpelier,  Bo- 
logna, Florence,  Cracow,  Vienna,  Prague,  Cologne, 
Oxford  and  Cambridge;  above  300  doctors  in  divi-. 
nity  and  canon  law;  and  the  ambassadors  of  t||% 
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ktngfl  of  Vrance,  England*  Portngal*  Bohemia «  6i^ 
dly«  Poland  and  Cypnu,  of  the  dukes  of  Bnrgnndy^ 
Brabant,  Lorrain,  Bavaria  and  Pomerania*  of  the 
marquis  of  Brandenburg,  and  landgrave  of  Thu-^ 
ringia,  aif  d  of  almost  all  the  princes  of  Germany. 

This  famous  council  was  opened  on  Lady-dajr ; 
March  25,  A.  D.  1409,  they  sat  several  timtes,  and 
sifter  several  citations  had  been  made  in  vain  to  the 
two  pretenders,  who  would  never  answer  them,  aud 
all  other  formalities  requisite  to  be  observed  in  cans* 
majori,  arid  in  an  affair  of  such  importance,  the 
holy  council  ptoeeeded  at  last  to  a  definitive  sen^ 
fence,  declaring  Peter  de  Luna  and  Angelo  Carra^ 
rio  schismatics^  and  guilty  of  perjury  fud  artifice^" 
in  order  to  impose  on  the  faithful,  and  keep  up  the 
schism  which  had  distracted  the  church  fbr  so  manj 
years  together,  depriving  them  of  the  popedom,  and 
allowing  the  cardinals  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  sovereign  pontiff:  during  which  the  guard  of  the 
conclave  was  committed  to  the  grand  master  and 
hii  knights. 

All  the  cardinals  present  in  the  conncil  gave  their 
totes  unanimously /or  the  cardinal  of  JMEiian,  who 
at  his  inauguration,  and  at  the  ceremony  of  his  co* 
ronation,  took  the  name  of  Alexander  V;  a  persdt 
illustrious  for  his  eminent  piety  and  profound  know*^ 
ledge :  qualities  equally  to  be  wished  in  all  thoae 
persons  Who  fill  that  august  dignity.  This  pq>e  waa 
A  Greek  by  birth,  and  of  the  isle  of  Gandia,  but 
bom  of  parents  so  miserably  poor,  that  be  was  aban- 
doned by  them  in  his  infancy,  insomuch  that  he 
never  knew  any  he  had ;  this  made  hitn  say,  after 
his  advancement  to  the  pontifical  chair,  that  the 
church  would,  during  his  pontificate,  be  secure  from 
oepotism.  This  holy  pope  indeed  Inade  a  mere  wor< 
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tiiy  life  of  his  ri^hef,  employing  them  e^nallj  in  re-^ 
lieving  the  poor^  and  in  rewarding  men  of  virtue 
and  merit  Whatever  joy  the  chnrch  in  general 
expressed  at  the  election  of  so  pious  a  pope^  and  in 
expectation  of  its  putting  a  final  end  to  the  schism^ 
no  body  could  be  more  a£Pected  with  it  than  the 
,  grand  master^  who  considered  it  as  a  means  to  re«* 
unite  all  Christian  princes,  and  engage  them  in  a 
league  against  the  Turks.  With  this  view,  and  to 
carry  on  this  important  negociation,  he  made  choice 
of  brother  Walter  de  Grassy,  prior  of  the  church  of 
Rhodes,  and  brother  Lucius  de  Valines,  grand  mar^ 
•hal,  and  sent  them  as  his  ambassadors,  to  most  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Christendom,  to  notify  to  them  the 
pope's  election.  Their  orders  were  to  represent  in 
his  name  the  favourableness  of  the  present  juncture 
for  making  war  upon  the  Turks ;  that  the  throne  of 
Bajazet  had  received  a  terrible  shock  by  the  fall  of 
that  prince,  and  by  the  victories  of  Tamerlane,  and 
that  they  might  make  their  advantage  of  the  civil 
wars  risen  up  between  the  sonsof  the  Turkish  prince, 
who  disputed  his  succession,  and  the  weak  remain* 
of  his  empire. 

The  grand  master  having  acquainted  the  pop^ 
with  the  design  of  this  embassy,  received  the  praises 
due  to  his  zeal  on  that  account  The  holy  pontiff 
told  him,  that  if  they  could  carry  their  point  in 
that  aflBiir,  he  wonld  declare  himself  head  of  the 
league,  and  be  at  the  chief  expense  of  the  expedi--* 
tion.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  a  nuncio  to  Rhodes, 
to  notify  his  election  to  brother  Dominick  of  Ger- 
many, tiie  grand  master's  lieutenant,  and  the  coun-> 
eil  and  convent  of  Rhodes.  The  pope,  though  the 
grand  master  was  near  his  person,  took  this  step  from 
A  particular  regard  for  the  wl;iole  body  of  the  order^ 
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vhieb  wti  always  rappotcd  to  inside  ia  the  isle  of 

Tlie  popes  to  pat  a  final  end  to  the  pariieulat 
f(C^i«a  vhich  had  ao  long  infested  the  order^  israed 
a  boflit  which  he  ordered  bis  nuncio  to  pubtieh  oyer 
all  ChffUteadom,  wherein  he  declared*  that  brother 
PhiUbert  de  Naillac  was  the  only  lawfnl  ;ran4 
master  of  all  the  kni^hu  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalein*  ei^joymng,  by  virtue  of  the  obedience 
tliey  owed  him*  and  nnder  pain  of  excommiinica-» 
tion»  aU  the  religious  of  the  order,  whether  knighted 
chaplains*  or  serring-brothers^  in  what  part  of  tho 
world  soevo  rthey  might  reside*  to  acknowledge 
him  for  their  head  and  only  superior. 

In  consequeiKia  of  tiiii  bull*  the  grand  mastet 
inmmoned  a  general  chapter  at  Niee*  which  waa 
afterwards  trandntad  to  Aix  in  ProTence:  and  in 
his  summon^  after  representing  at  large,  and  in  4 
awMrittg  maimer*  the  erila  which  the  schism  had 
caused  to  the  whole  chnrdi  in  generals  and  to  the 
order  ip  particular*  he  orders  all  priors*  and  the  four 
tUeet  commanders  of  e^db,  priory*  to  appear  at  the 
chapter  by  the  first  of  April,  to  concert  meawre« 
for  the  reatortng  of  diseipUne  and  the  t efoni^atioa  of 
Ibe  order*  in  the  bead  as  wdl  aa  in  the  members  of 
it. 

The  grand  masAer  waa  preparing  to  set  out  fof 
this  assembly*  wiheae  his  preaenne  was  hiffhly  «e-r 
cessary,  in  carder  to  extinguish.  Ibe  resaains  of  the 
feki«m»  and  restore  a  par<^«  wion  aiid  hannonK 
between  all  the  knights,  when  the  pope^.  who  knew 
hji§  merit*  and  the  peculiar  tadenft  he  ha4  for  nego-r 
ciatioa*  obliged  him  to  undeortake  an  embassy  froo^ 
Inm  to  tiie  kings  of  France  and  England*  «d)o  wer^ 
theft,  at  war*  to  mediate  a  peaoe^  or  alrlcaat  a  hmg. 
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trace  between  them.    The  gmoA  mtster  accepted 
thw  C0ia«iif0iaa  the  more  willingly,  because  he  con- 
sidered the  peace  he  was  going  to  treat  of  as  a 
means  to  engage  those  two  powerful  monarchs  ta 
join,  their  forces  against  the  infidels.    But  net  to 
deprive  the  order  by  his  absence  of  the  advantages 
that  might  be  expected  from  the  chapter,  he  al-^ 
lowed  that  august  assembly  to  choose  three  persons 
to  preside  there  in  his  stead ;  and  the  choice  of  the 
members  fell  upon  the  brothers  James  iTivelly  pri<Nr 
of  Auvergne^  Rpimond  de  Lecture  prior  of  Thett« 
louse,  and  Philip  de  Langue^lia,  prior  of  Loan 
bardy.     Ih  this  chapter  several  reguiatiotts  were 
made  of  very  great  eonseqiience,  relatii^  as  well  to 
the  responsions,  which  were  payable  out  of  the  com* 
mandfies  into  the  commoii  treasury,  as  to  the  111  use 
which  certain  priors  made  of  their  authority.    This 
treasury  had,  during  the  schism,  been  deprived  of 
all  its  dues  and  contributions,  arising  from  the  conw 
mandries  situated  in  England,  Scotland,  Arragon» 
an^  part  of  Germany ;  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  Norths 
Bohemia,  Hungary  and  all  over  Italy ;  it  was  there^ 
fore  ordered  that  visitors  should  be  sent  into  all 
these  countries,  to  re-establish  the  right  of  the  oTiet 
there:  and  the  priors  were  expressly  prohibited 
from  seizing  for  the  future,  as  some  had  done,  in  the 
commandries  within  their  priories,  upon  the  foresisi 
rights  of  fishery,  those  of  mort-main  and  for  mar^ 
riage,  and,  in  a  word,  upon  all  the  seignioral  righti 
which  they  had  assumed  to  themselves  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  commanders;  and  a  statute  was  inade» 
that,  for  the  future,  every  commander,  in  order  ta 
enable  him  to  pay  hb  responsions  the  more  easily^ 
irtiould  ei^oy  all  the  rights  and  profits  of  his  com- 
pundry,  without  the  prior'0  appropriating  the  leart 
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|)art  thereof  to  himself  under  any  pretence  what* 
ever.  They  chose  likewise  in  this  chapter  an  admi-* 
nistrator  of  the  treasury,  naming  for  that  post  bro* 
ther  Raimond  de  Lecture  prior  of  Thoulouse,  and 
grand  commander  of  Cyprus;  a  knight  Tery  zealous 
for  the  interest  of  his  order,  and  well  versed  in  the 
direction  and  ordering  of  the  public  revenues.  The 
lorder  made  choice  of  hiin,  in  hopes  that  he  would 
find  out  an  expedient  to  oblige  the  commanders  of 
Italy  and  other  countries,  who  had  divided  from  the 
body  of  the  order  during  the  schism,  to  pay  the 
arrears  of  their  responsbns,  and  contipue  them  for 
the  future,  with  the  exactness  which  their  profession 
required  them  to  observe,  with  respect  to  their 
statutes  and  the  orders  of  their  superiors. 

But  unhappily  the  schism  was  not  yet  extin-. 
guished.  The  council  of  Pisa,  far  from  terminating 
that  great  affair,  had  only  perplexed  it  more.  Be-* 
jiedict  XIII.  and  Gregory  XII.  were  indeed  deposed 
there,  and  they  had  chosen  Alexander  V.  for  their 
.  raecessor;  but  the  two  first  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  council,  and  each  of  them  main* 
tained  his  own  election  with  more  obstinacy  than 
ever;  so  that,  instead  of  two  popes  as  they  h^d  be- 
fore, they  had  now  three.  These  troubles,  which 
infested  the  church,  served  as  a  screen  to  most  of 
the  commanders,  who,  under  pretence  of  adhering 
to  those  two  antipopes,  refused  obeying  the  gran4 
master,  and  neglected  to  pay  their  responsions. 
.  Pope  Alexander  V.  dying  in  the  beginning  of 
May  at  Bologna,  they  were  greatly  surprised  and 
scandalized  to  see  his  place  filled  by  cardinal  Bal- 
tazar  Cossa,  legate,  or  rather  tyrant  of  Bologna. 
He  had  been  a  pirate  in  his  yputh,  and  afterwards 
turned  ecclesiastic,  thinking  it  the  best  professku) 
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ht  him  to  make  his  fortune.  Tlus  change  he  made 
without  deviating  in  the  least  from  his  first  way  of 
life,  and  one  would  rather  have  taken  him  for  a 
aoldier  than  a  man  devoted  to  the  service  of  the 
altar.  His  relations  afterwards  procured  him  an 
archdeaconry  in  the  church  of  Bologna ;  hut  finding 
that  post  too  narrow  for  his  ambition,  he  resolved  to 
go  to  Rome.  It  is  said,  that  when  he  set  out  on  his 
journey  to  that  capital  of  the  Christian  world,  his 
friends  asking  him  whither  he  was  goings  he  an- 
swered, ''I  am  going  to  the  popedom."  Boni- 
face IX.,  successor  to  Urban^  and  one  of  the  popes 
who  kept  up  the  schism,  made  him  his  chamberlain; 
a  dignity  in  which  he  had  amassed  immense  wealth, 
by  employing  all  the  artifices  of  simony.  But  hel 
did  not  labour  for  himself  alone,  for  he  was  obliged 
to  account  with  Boniface,  who  was  as  greedy  as ' 
himself  in  scraping  up  riches,  and  who  connived  at ' 
his  pilferings,  to  share  the  profits  with  him.  Cossa 
procured  the  legateship  of  Bologna  from  him,  and  * 
as  a  publican  or  farmer  of  the  revenue,  made  the  - 
most  of  it  They  say  that  it  was  partly  by  his  credit 
and  intrigues,  that  after  the  death  of  Boniface  IX., 
and  Innocent  VII.,  his  successor,  he  got  Bene- 
dict Xni.  and  Gregory  XII.  deposed  in  the  council 
of  Pisa,  and  Alexander  Y .  elected,  whose  great  age 
made  him  flatter  himself  with  the  hopes  of  succeed- 
ing him  in  a  little  time.  But  death  moving  with 
8  slower  pace  than  his  ambition,  he  was  suspected 
of  having  him  poisoned.  Theodoric  of  Niem,  his 
secretary,  in  his  history  of  the  schism,  represents 
him  as  a  man  polluted  with  avarice,  cruelty,  and 
the  most  abominable  incontinency.  However,  as  he 
^as  canonic.ally  elected,  he  was  enthroned  by  thci 
n«me  of  John.  XXIII. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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ThU  changj^e  of  dignity,  ^d  not  make  faim'altef 
his  conduct;  he  was  still  4s  loose  as  ever  in  his  mo^ 
rals,  always  grasping  at  the  wealth  of  others,  and 
carrying  on  a  sordid  traffic  with  the  most  holy 
things.  Sigismond  the  emperor,  or  only  king  of  the 
Komaiis,  whom  we  hare  had  occasion  to  mention  in 
quality  of  king  of  Hungary,  in  a  conference  he  had 
^irith  this  pope  at  Lodi,  opened  himself  very  freely 
in  relation  to  his  irregularities,  and  pressed  him  to 
put  an  end  to  the  scandal  he  gave  to  the  whole 
^hurch  by  his  simony.  That  prince  had  desired 
fhis  interview,  in  order  to  engage  the  pope  to  call 
a  general  council.  Besides  the  benefit  that  might 
accrue  from  thence  to  the  whole  church,  Sigismond, 
who  had  always  his  own  interest  in  view,  and  who 
was  as  great  a  politician  as  he  was  an  ill  captain,  not 
finding  himself  in  a  condition  singly  to  support  the 
war*  which  the  Turks  were  carrying  on  in  Han- 
gary,  flattered  himself  with  the  hopes,  that  if  he 
could,  but  carry  his  point  in  extinguishing  the 
ichism,  he  might  find  a  way  to  unite  all  the  Chris* 
iian  princes  in  a  league  against  the  infidels.  With 
this  view  he  caressed  John  XXIIL,  persuading  hini 
that  he  would  get  him  acknowledged  in  a  general 
council,  (by  the  condemnation  of  Benedict  XIII. 
and  Gregory  XII. )  for  the  sole  pope  and  pastor  of 
the  universal  church.  But  his  real  design,  which 
he  kept  secret,  and  which  was  discovered  by  time 
only,  was,  to  have  all  the  three  popes  deposed,  and 
a  fourth  elected,  by  the  concurrence  and  votes  of 
the  cardinals  of  the  three  parties.  Pope  John,  who 
did  not  see  through  this  political  turn,  and  who 
itood  in  awe  of  the  emperor,  in  order  to  keep  roea* 
aures  with  him,  called  the  council  at  Constance, 
l^esides  the  rooting  out  of  the  schism,  which  vra^ 
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me  cWef  thing  proposed  to  be  done  in  that  augus^ 
Assembly,  they  were  likewise  to  set  about  reforming 
the  church^n  its  head  and  members,  and  to  examine^ 
at  the  saiiie  time,  the  doctrine  of  John  Huss  and 
Jerome  of  ]?rague,  who  had  revived  Wiciliflfs  he- 
retieal  opinions  in  Bohemia. 

It  was  elpected  that  the  emperor^s  remonstrances^ 
and  especially  the  Calling  of  a  general  counciU 
would  keep  the  pope  or  the  officers  of  the  apostolical 
chamber  in  some  awe;  but  it  made  no  alteration  in 
their  conduct.    The  order  of  St.  John  suffered  in  A 
particular  manner  upon  that  account :  the  pope,  or 
Buch  as  made  use  of  hb  authority,  in  consideration^ 
of  a  largie  sum  of  money,  issued  a  bull,  by  which 
licence  was  giten  to  a  certain  knight  commander^ 
who  had  rnade  his  vows,  to  renounce  them,  to  quit^ 
the*  habit  of  the  order,  and  to  marry.  The  sovereign 
pontiff  at  the  slme  time  caused  the  commandry^^ 
which  that  religious  enjoyed,  to  be  resigned  to  him ; . 
and  they  say  he  sold  it  afterwards  to  a  boy  not^ 
fburteen  years  old,  whom  he  dispensed  with  taking^ 
the  hablt^jand  making  his' vows.    He  carried  these ^ 
dispensations  still  farther,  in  favour  of  another  child  ^ 
but  five  years  old,  named  Aloyse  or  Alexis,  natural 
son  to  the  king  of  Gwrus,  .whom  he  suffered,  in  con* 
sideration  of  a  rich  commandry,  which  he  sold  to 
his  father,  to  take  the  vows  of  the  order  at  that  o^f^Ci 

From  the  same  principle  of  avarice,  and  wi^hou^t 
any  regard  to  the  important  services  done  by  the 
order  to  all  Christendom,  he  seized  on  all  the  priories 
and  commandries  thiathe  heard  were  fallen  vacant, 
and  sold  them  afterwards  to  such  as  offered  ipost 
tnoney;  so  that  the  convent  of  Rhodes,  or  rather  the 
whole  order,  was  in  danger  of  being  utterly  ruined 
by  his  avarice* 
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Thu  was  the  occasion  of  a  letter  which  the  eouacH 
wrote  to  him  in  the  strongest  as  well  as  most  moTinff 
terms.  In  this  letter  they  represented  to  him,  with 
a  generous  liberty,  that  the  knights  who  resided  at 
Rhodes,  and  in  the  neighbouring  isles,  went  to  si^ 
nalize  their  zeal  against  the  enemies  of  the  faith, 
shedding  their  blood  daily  in  the  defence  of  the 
Christians  that  went  to  visit  the  holy  places;  that 
themselves,  as  well  as  their  predecessors,  had,  at 
entering  into  the  order,  founded  several  coinmandries 
out  of  their  own  patrimony.  That  most  of  the  Chris- 
tian princes,  edified  with  their  zeal,  had  followed 
their  example  in  making  those  pious  foundations; 
that  his  holiness,  by  seizing  those  estates,  or  bestow^ 
ing  them  on  his  creatures,  was  going  to  deprive 
Rhodes  of  its  gallant  defenders,  and  the  convent  o£ 
the  necessary  supplies  for  its^  subsistence;  that  the 
oldest  knights  had  always  looked  upon  those  com- 
mandries  as  the  just  recompence  of  their  services, 
and  the  only  means  of  relief  in  their  old  age ;  and 
that  if  he  continued  to  deprive  them  thereof,  they 
would  soon  see  the  isle  of  Rhodes  abandoned  a  prey 
to  the  infidels,  and  every  knight,  unable  to  subsist 
there  any  longer,  seeking  at  last  a  refuge  among 
his  relations,  which  could  not  fail  of  redounding  to 
the  great  scandal  of  Christendom,  and  the  dishonour 
of  the  holy  see. 

Fond  as  the  pope  was  of  his  sovereign  power  over 
all  ecclesiastical  possessions,  the  just  complaints  of 
the  order,  and  his  fear  of  the  knights  laying  them 
before  the  council,  served  to  counterbalance  hia 
avarice.  He  revoked  the  grant  that  he  had  made 
of  the  commandry  of  Cyprus  in  favour  of  the  has* 
tard  above-mentioned;  but  as  he  never  did  any 
fatour  or  act  of  justice  gratis,  he  could  not  bring 
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mmself  to  repay  the  kin^  of  Cyprus  the  money  that 
he  had  received  in  hand;  the  order  wae  forced  to 
reimburse  it  out  of  their  own  treasury;  and  after 
the  council,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this  oppression^ 
had  submitted  to  such  hard  conditions,  he  exacted 
six  thousand  florins  more  from  them^  before  he 
would  issue  the  brief  of  revocation. 

We  pass  over  in  silence  other  excesses  of  his,  still 
more  shocking,  which  are  mentioned  by  historians^ 
and  the  very  acts  of  the  council*  though  it  were 
indeed  to  be  wished  they  had  drawn  a  veil  over 
them.  We  shall  only  say,  that  though  the  pontiflT, 
out  of  regard  to  the  emper/>r«  had  appointed  the 
council  to  be  held  at  Constance,  an  imperial  city, 
situated  between  Swabia  and  Swisserland^  he  yet 
pame  thither  with  great  reluctance,  as  if  he  had 
foreboding  apprehensions  of  the  fate  that  awaited 
him  in  that  place. 

It  is  said*  that  when  he  arrived  near  the  city« 
viewing  it  with  some  concern  from  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  he  could  not  help  saying, 
with  a  heavy  smile, ''  There  is  the  hole  where  they 
catch  foxes.'"  But  as  he  had  gone  too  far  to  return 
back,  he  entered  the  place,  attended  by  the  car-* 
dinals  and  his  whole  court.  He  opened  the  council 
on  the  1st  of  November,  and  appointed  the  first 
session  to  be  held  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month. 
There  passed  in  this  council  things  that  will  be  ever 
memorable:  the  prosecution  and  deposing  of  two 
popes;  the  voluntaury  or  forced  abdication  of  a  third ; 
the  canonical. and  lawful  election  of  a  fourth;  the 
re-union  of  all  the  churches  of  the  West  under  hisi 
obedience;  the  execution  of  Jdiu  Huss  and  Jerome 
of  Prague;  the  civil  war  that  broke  out  on  that 
occasion  in  Bohemia;  the  various  springs  made  uff 
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Df  to  bring  about  gucti  ff eat  stents;  alt  this  ha« 
been  treated  by  suoh  learned  pens,  that  we  shall 
only  say,  with  regard' to  the  particular  design  of  otrir 
work,  tha«  after  the  deposing  of  John  XXIH.,  the 
cession  of  Gregory  XIE,  and  the  condemnatbn  of 
Benedict  XIIL,  when  they  were  to  fili  the  ctiair  of 
St.  Peter,  the  council^  in  order  to  avoid  the  cabals 
80  usual  in  the  conclave  of  cardinals,  and  priovide  a 
worthy  head  for  the  universal  church,  ordered,  in 
the  fortieth' session,  that,  for  thisonee;  and  by  coh^ 
sent  of  the  cardinals^  six  ecclesiastical  deputies,  out 
of  each  of  the  fiver  nations  which  Gfoitip6sed  that 
august  assembly^  should  be  joined  with^  them  to 
make  this  important  election. 

Inifine,  onThursAaythe^  11th  off  November,  fifty^ 
eight  electors  gave  their  votes  f6r  Otho  Colottiiaj 
eardinad-deacon  of  the  title  of  St.  George,  avelo 
aureo,  who,  in  memory  of  St.  Martini  of  Tbnrs; 
whose  ffcast  was  kept' that  day,  w6uld  be  called 
Martin,  and  ^wm  the  fifth  of  that  name;  This  pope 
was  descended  fr6m  one  of  the  most  noble  housed 
not  only  of  Italy  but  of  all  Christendonv,  which  has; 
in  vurious  ages,  produced  great  men  and  heroes 'of 
all  characters.  Su<sh  as  have  since  descended  from' 
this  noble  race  have,  by  their  actions,  reflected 
lAck  as  muck  lustre  as  ever  they  derived  frim*  their' 
ancestors. 

The  pope,  after  th^  fdrty-'fifth  session;  dismissed' 
the  fathersof  the  couttcilvDn'the  26th  of  April,  141 8, 
with  the  usual  ceremonies;^  and  those  prelates;  who 
had  so  long  been  kept  at  a  dirtanbe  from  their  re-' 
speetive  (dioceses,  set  out  on  their  retuhi  mih  plea^  ' 
sar^;    The  grand  master  would  have  bien  glad- to 
hkve  retutaed'at  tUe^same  time  to  Rhodesl  the  ne-* 
cesrfties  of  4he  order  called  him  back^  and  he  was 
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tnTited  thither  by  the  ardent  wishes  of  all  his  knights, 
irho  had  made  several  processions^  and  offered  up 
public  prayers  for  hi?  preservation  and  return.  But 
bis  zeal  for  the  order  did  not  allow  him  to  quit 
Europe  00  soon :  all  he  could  do  was^  to  send  eigh* 
teen  thousand  crowns  out  of  his  own  purse  to  Rhodes, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  convent  there, 
which^  by  the  unhappy  consequences  of  the  schism^ 
was  reduced  to  extreme  indigence. 

We  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  this  history,  that 
ihje  fatal  schism,  which  had  infested  the  church  for 
nbove  forty  years,  had  occasioned  a  like  division  in 
the  order  of  St.  John,  and  that  most  of  tiie  European 
knights  adhered  to  the  popes  their  sovereigns  fol- 
lowed. The  unanimous  election  of  Martin  V.  hav- 
ing put'  an  end  to  these  different  parties  among 
Christian  princes,  the  liext  business  was  to  root  them, 
out  in  the  order,  and  re-unite  to  the  body  all  the 
various  members  that  had  separated,  particularly 
the  Italian  knights,  who,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
crees and  particular  ordinance  of  pope  AlexanderV., 
had,  under  pretence  that  Gregory  XII.  would  not 
own  the  authority  of  the  council  of  Pisa,  persevered 
in  obedience  to  thatantipope,  under  the  authority 
pf  the  pretended  lieutenants  of  the  mastership.  The 
jgrand  master,  after  the  voluntary  cession  of  Gre- 
gory XII.,  and  the  unanimous  election  of  Martin  Y., , 
considered  that  the  most  important  a£&ir  of  his 
prder  would  be,  to  efface  every  trace  of  this  un- 
happy schism. 

But  as  he  could  tiot  undertake  any  thing  without 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  principal  per- 
(Bons  of  the  order,  he  called  an  assembly  of  the  priors, 
receivers,  and  oldest  commanders  of  France,  Sp^in 
and  Savoy;  at  Avignon.    The  grand  master  ac- 
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quainted  them  with  the  reasons  of  that  particular 
convocation;  and»  after  various  opinions  had  been 
proposed  and  debate^,  they  a^eed  in  one  that  suited 
the  republican  government  of  the  order,  which  was^ 
to  call  a  general  chapter  at  Rhodes,  and  snmmoa 
the  greatest  number  of  priors  and  old  commanders 
that  could  possibly  be  got  together  to  it;  and  withal 
to  send  a  particular  deputation  to  the  priors  of 
Lombardy,  Venice,  Rome  and  Pisa,  who  had  been^ 
till  then,  averse  to  own  the  grand  master's  autho- 
rity, in  order  that  their  re-union  to  the  entire  body 
of  the  order  might  be  authorised  by  the  decrees  of 
a  general  chapter ;  or  ^Ise  that  that  august  assembly, 
in  which  the  sovereignty  of  the  order  was  vested, 
might  ^ecTpc  such  penalties  as  they  should  think 
proper,  against  the  disobedient  and  refractory. 

With  this  view  they  commissioned  brother  John 
^e  Patru,  the  conventual  treasurer,  to  go  into  Italy: 
and  to  authorise  hiiifi  with  proper  powers,  the  grand 
master  gave  him  the  title  of  visitor  and  corrector  in 
the  four  priories  above-mentioned :  and  his  orders 
were  to  4^mand  of  them  the  re-establishment  of 
their  respoi)isions,  which  had  not  been  paid  i|ince  the 
beginning  of  the  schism.  A  proposal  qf  this  nature, 
though  undoubtedly  just,  was  not  without  g^eat 
difficulties.  The  business  in  question,  was  to  levy  a 
aort  of  tribute  or  tax  i^pon  a  set  of  men  that  had  * 
been  bred  for  above  forty  years  ii^  a  spirit  of  inde- 
pendency. However,  as  those  knights  had  a4bered 
to  the  Italian  popes,  only  out  of  an  idea  that  ^^ey 
were  the  rightful  successors  of  St.  Peter,  and  had 
submitted  to  them  in  the  sincerity  of  their  heart,  as 
soon  as  they  had  account  of  the  voluntary  cession  of 
Gregory  XIL  and  the  unanimous  election  of  Mar« 
tin  y.  they  readily  acknowledged  this  last  pontilf^ 
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'fthd  firom'  the  gitme 'dk)>06itidh  r^eiVed  (fie  tisHor 
witii  reject,  maMing  p^otestaiioM'^of'lhlefi'firial 
obedience  to  the  grand  master^  'a'nd'^^prbmisiiig  to 
come  to  BJiode^  to'the  geneiral  chapt1$r;  hi  ordgr  tQ 
receive  its 'decrees 'in  ^etium,  tod  ctttfotm  'tHein- 
selves  to  them  in  every  article.  '.      '  »     i 

The  priorsof  Capna  and  Barletta,  the  commahdera 
of  St  Enphemia, 'Veniisia,  Klaples,  and  Sf. "Stephen 
de  Monopoli>  and  all  the  ku'r^hb  of  the  fiiiigdim 
of  Naples,  excited  by  their  exanij^le,  dl^itched  the 
chevalier  de  la-Porte  to  the  grand  nfa^ef;  \A{k  a 
letter  drawn  up  in  the  fonn  tf  a  legal  instiriAh^t, 
wherein  they  bchnowledged  him  fbr  th^il*  Istwful 
superior*  and  demanded  with  earnestn^A  to  tie  rer 
ceived  immediately  into  a  union  with  the  bod j^  of 
the  order,  from  which  they  said  they  bad  been  se- 
parated by  the  misfortune  of  the  times.      • 

Their  deputy  met  with  the  grahd  m^ter  at  Bo* 
logna.  That  brave  old  man;  ifotwithstanding  ftis 
great  age^  and  the  fatigues  he  must  necessarily  pass 
through  in  such  continual  voyages,  had  come- to 
Horeace  to  confer  M'ith  the  pope,  in  orde#^f0  fihd 
imtan  expedient- to  engage  the  most  potent  CSlris- 
ti^n  princes  in  a  league  against  the  sous  ^f  Bajaa^et, 
who'begantomake  themselves  formidable;  and  af- 
ter, having  taken  leave  of  thepontiflf,  he  went  to 
Bologna,  where  the  envoy  from  Naples  met  him. 
The  grand  master  was  greatiy  pleased  to  see  all  his 
order  umted  at  last,^  and  informed  with  the  same 
spirit  of  submission  and  obedience.  His  answer  to 
the  Neapolitan  knights  was,  that  now  he  had  re- 
ceived such  a  declaration  of  their  submission  and  re- 
union, with  the  body  of  the  order,  he  bad  nothing 
m6re  to  widi:for  tefore  he  died;  that  he  invited 
them  to  come  to  the.  general  chapter  that  was  to  bo 
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held  at  Rhodes,  on  the  eighth  of  September  thaf 
very  year ;  and  that  in  order  to  iiirepare  the  matters 
which  were  to  be  treated  of  ia  that  place,  it  wonld 
be  proper  for  thein  to  meet  him  at  Ancona,  to  deli- 
berate about  them  in  an  aMerably,  which  he  wonld 
hold  there  before  the  end  of  March. 

The  bailifis,  the  priors,  an^  the  principal  com- 
manders of  Italy,  did  not  fail  to  come  to  the  assem- 
bly. Brother  John  Pignatelli,  commander  of  St. 
Stephen  of  Monopoli,  was  the  only  person,  who^ 
though  expressly  summoned,  neglected  to  appear. 
The  grand  master  was  at  first  inclined  to  take  no 
notice  of  the  only  person  that  proved  refractory  to  his 
orders:  he  saw  plainly  that  it  was  the  dregs*  and  a 
sort  of  leaven  of  the  same  rebellious  spirit,  that  had 
paused  such  a  destructive  schis  in  he  or  e  .  but 
as  he  was  for  extinguishing  even  the  least  sparks  of 
it,  he  ordered  him  to  be  summoned  a  seconfl  time  to 
appear  before  him,  allowing  him  only  to  the  15th  of 
April  for  that  purpose.  The  commander  persbted  in 
an  obstinate  silence ;  and  the  grand  master  was 
forced  to  send  him  a  ihird  summons,  enjoining  him 
upon  his  obedience  to  come  to  Rho  es  m  it  n  fivo 
mouths,  on  pain  of  being  degraded  from  the  order, 
and  deprived  of  his  coramaudry.  He  >•  s  .ted  some 
time  longer  in  his  disobedience ;  but  seeing  prepay 
I'ations  made  for  executing  the  grand  master's  or- 
ders against  him,  he  returned  t^his  duty.  The  next 
thing  the  assembly  applied  to,  was  to  restore  regUr 
lar  discipline  in  all  the  provinces  of  Italy:  several 
very  necessary  regulations  lyere  there  made:  what 
was  less  urgent  was  put  off  to  the  genera]  chapter, 
and  all  prepared  to  set  out  immediately  tof  Rhodes. 

The  grand  master  embarked  soon  after,  and  ar- 
fiyed  safe  at  Rhodes  tQn^ards  the  end  of  July^  whera 
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n*  W38  r'*<*eive(i  with  universal  joy,  and  with  that 
inder  respe't  which  ^reat  merit,  supported  by 
great  dignity,  always  inspires.  The  people  ii.  pfar- 
ticular,  to  whom  he  wa^  a  father  rather  than  a 
|>rince^  made  bonfires  on  the  day  of  his  return, 
which  was  kept  as  a  general  feast  all  over  the  island. 
The  grand  master's  first  care  Was  tb  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  magazines;  and  finding  that  the 
badness  of  the  last  harvest  had  raised  the  price  of 
corn,  he  sent  ships  immediately  to  several  ports  o^ 
Italy,  to  fetch  corn  of  all  sorts  from  thence,  which 
brought  plenty  into  his  territories. 

This  great  man  afterwards  opened  the  general 
chapter.  There  had  not  for  a  con  iie» able  time 
been  held  one  so  remarkable,  either  for  the  number 
of  pei:sons  that  composed  it,  or  for  the  importance  of 
the  matters  there  treated^  of.  Here  appeared,  for 
the  first  time,  most  of  the  knights  that  had  been  be- 
fore engaged  *in  the  schism,  and  had  insensibly^ 
though  with  good  intentions,  transgressed  the 
bounds  of  their  duty.  1  hey  all  returned  to  it :  the 
])rior8  and  bailiffs  of  Italy,  England,  the  kingdoms 
of  the  North,  Bohemia,  Hungary,  and  Arragon, 
made  a  solemn  recognition  of  the  grand  niaster  as 
their  head  and  only  superior:  the  schism  was  never 
mentioned  but  with  detestation :  the  knights,  who 
had  bi^en  under  different  obediences  in  order  to  ce^ 
lebrate  their  re- union,  embraced  one  another  with 
joy;  and  both  ccnsidering  it  as  the  result  of  the 
grand  master's  wisdom,  stro'^e  to  guess  at  his  inten* 
tions,  aiid  anticipate  them  hy  conrormine^  themselves 
to  them.  The  great  and  oul\  object  they  all  had  in 
view  was  thp  glory  of  God,  and  the  defence  of  their 
fellow  Christians ;  so  that  before  the  chapter  broke 
lip  he  vtfsily  got  several  decrees  passed^  very  nece^i^ 
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sary  for  the  te-establishment  of  dbcipline,  and  Ube 
regulations  of  the  revenaes  pf  the  order*  He  sent 
the  records  of  this  chapter  to  the  pope«  who  rati- 
fied them  by  his  au^horitj.  It  was  the  seal  which 
that  wii^e  pontiff  put  to  the  peace  and  union  of  the 
order  i  and  it  was  likewise  the  last  transaction  that 
passed  under  the  government  of  thb  grand  master. 
It  looked  as  if  he  waited  only  for  the  news  of  it.  in 
order  to  quit  life  with  the  greater  satisfaction.  .H^ 
fell  ill  a  little  while  after  he  had  received  the  pope'ji 
brief,  and  without  any^  preparation  but  that  of  a 
holy  life,  ended  bis  4.ay8  with  a  tranquillity  that 
may  be  considered  as  a  prjesage  of  the  felicity  wlf  i^ 
heaven  designed  iTbr  him,  A.  t).  1421/  Hisp](acp 
was  filled  by  brother  Anthony  yinyian,  or  de  is 
Kiviere,  of  thcj  priory  of  Catalonia,  standard-bearer 
oF  the  order,  and  ^rand  prior  of  Cyprus^  orgrea^ 
conservator  and  lieutenant  to  his  predecessor*  The 
peace,  which  the  ^rder  had  enjoyed  in  tiie  last  years 
oF  the  raast'ership  of  Naillac,  was  interrupted  by  se- 
veral enterprises  of  the  infidels;  and  the  knights 
saw  themselves  successively  attacked  by  the  Turks 
of  Asia,  and  by  the  Saracens  of  lEgypt. 

We  have  seen  in  the  beginning  of  this  book^  in 
what  manner  the  Ottoman  power  had  like  to  haye 
been  entirely  dest]|^oyed  by  the  valour  and  good  for- 
tune of  Tamerlane,  and  the  captivity  or  deaj^  of 
Bajazet.  I'his  last  prince  left  four  sons,  Ysa  or 
Joshua,  Musa  or  Musulman,  Moses  and  Mahomet; 
Joshua,  after  Tamerlane's  death,  recovered  B^rsa 
from  the  Moguls,  and  would  have  made  a  greater 
progress  had  he  not  been  obliged  to  ]turn  hi^  an^ 
gainst  Musulman,  who,  suppoi^ed  by  a  body,  of 
troops,  which  the  empefOr  of  Constantinople  fur- 
nished him  with,  advi^ced  against  his  brotjier,  at* 
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tacked,  and  took  him  prisoner,  and  canied  him  to 
be  strangled.  Moaes,  ivho  seemed  only  to.wait  the 
fuccess  of  this  civil  war,  before  he  declared  himtelfj 
appeared  upon  the  stage  with  a  strong  anny,  sdized 
on  Adrianople,.  and  offered  battle  to  his  brother., 
but.wftt  betrayed  by  the  Bulgarians  in  his  army, 
who  deserted  him  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement^r 
Moses,  If nowing  well  the  fate  allotted  to  the  tm* 
qnifhf d,  fled  to  Adrianople,  reserving  himself  for 
aiiother  occaaon.  He  gathered  together  and  rallied 
the  remains  of  his  army,  bribed  Chasan  aga  9{  the 
Janizari^,  and  Ebrenez  commander  of  the  Spahi, 
who  came  over  to  his  party.  \^th  this  raioforGie* 
meat  he  ag^  marched  against  hia  brothai^  de* 
feated  his  army,  and  getting  him  into  his  power, 
caused  .him.to  be  strangled* 

The  Gre^k  empeipr,  to  foment  this  civil  war 
among  the  THrks,  set  up  Mahomet  Zelebin,  or  the 
young,  against  iMoses :  be  was  the  last  of  Bi^azet'a 
sons,  an4»  duripg  ti^ie  misfortnnea  of  hia  family^  had 
been  hid  in^lj^e  hous^  .of  a  lute-string  maker*  It  ia 
aaid  that  he  learned  the  trad^,  and  that  those  who 
were  intrusted  with  his  education  did  not  let  him 
know  the  greatness  of  his  extraction,  the  better  to 
cgnceal^hiQi,  However  it  was».  this  young  prince, 
with  the  succours.  9f  the  Greeks,  of  the  prince  of 
Caramania,  and  of  the  despot  of  Servia,  levied  an 
army;  and  though  he  had  never  made  a  campaign 
before,  advanced  to  attack  his  brother,  and  oflSered 
him  battle,  which  he  loses.  Notwithstanding  his  de« 
feat,  .he,  by  th^  assistance  of  his  allies,  levied  new 
troops,. and  again  advanced  towards  his  brother, 
holding  at  the  same  time  a  secret  correspondence 
with  some  persons  in  his  army.  Chasan  aga  of  the 
Janizaries,  and  ^brenez  commander  of  the  Spahi, 
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ivho  had  betrayed  MttMlman  to  serve  Moses,  noiir 
abandon  this  prince  and  go  over  to  the  army  of 
Mahomet.  The  aga  carried  his  rebellion  and  perfi- 
dionsness  still  farther;  and  before  the  twoarmiei 
ei^^g^d,  he  advanced  to  the  first  ranks,  endea- 
vouring by  seditious  discourses  to  corrupt  the  Jani* 
zaries  that  were  left  in  Moses's  party.  This  prince, 
provoked  at  his  impudence  and  treason,  rode  up  to 
hira,  and  with  his  scymitar  in  hand,  aims  at  his 
head,  but  was  prevented  by  Chasan's  squire,  who 
cut  oflFhis  sword  hand.  This  unlucky  accident  de- 
cided the  victory  and  his  life;  his  soldiers  seeing 
him  return  into  their  ranks  with  but  one  hand,  and 
all  over  bloody,  interpreted  his  wound  as  a  mani- 
festation of  his  being  proscribed  by  heaven;  upon 
which  they  deserted  him,  and  went  to  lay  their 
standards  and  colours  at  the  feet  of  Mahomet. 

The  victorious  prince  caused  Moses,  who  wa9 
found  hid  in  a  marsh,  to  be  strangled,  becoming  by 
his  death  assured  of  the  crowil,  and  of  reigning 
without  a  competitor.  The  Turkish  historians  do- 
not  put  Ysaor  Joshua,  MusuVknan,  nor  Moses,  who 
reigned  one  after  another,  ilk  the  list  of  their  em- 
perors, but  reckon  all  that  passed  from  Bajazet'a 
death  till  Mahomet  I.  as  ah  interregnum.  But  all 
the  Grreek  authors  place  these  princes  among  the^ 
Sultans;  and  as  the  history  of  the  Ottomans  makes 
part  of  that  of  the  knights  of  St.  John  their  perpe- 
tual enemies,  we  could  not  help  giving  a  summary 
aeeount  of  the  civil  wars  which  infested  that  new  em- 
pire, till  the  advancement  of  Mahomet  I.  upon  the 
throne  of  his  ancestors.  This  prince  enjoyed  the  so- 
vereign authority  peaceably  during  the  eight  yearr 
which  he  reignedl,  and  was  succeeded  by  Amurath 
II.  his  eldest  $i»,  one  of  the  greatest  princes  of  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  KKI^HTS   OF  MALTA.  75 

nation.  The  conquests  of  this  prince  blotted  out  the 
remembrance  of  those  of  Tamerlane,  and  restored 
fhe  Ottoman  empire  to  its  former  splendour.  Hia 
arms  were  equally  successful  in  Europe  and  in  Asia. 
The  Caramauian  and  other  infidel  priuces  of  the 
East  felt  their  fury,  as  well  as  the  Albanians,  Hun- 
garians, and  Transalpine  Wallachians.  He  ravaged 
those  great  provinces,  making  most  of  the  sovereigns 
tributaries  to  him,  and  would  haye  extended  hia 
conquests  still  farther,  had  not  a  stop  been  put  to 
them  by  Scanderbeg,  th^  son  of  John  Castriot  king 
of  Albania,  on  one  side,  and  by  John  Huniades 
yaivod  of  Transylvania,  and  general  of  the  troops  of 
Hungary,  on  the  other ;  both  of  them  the  greatest 
captains  of  their  age,  who,  with  an  inconsiderable 
number  of  forces,  but  supported  by  an  intrepid 
courage,  and  the  most  exquisite  experience  in  war, 
checked  the  rapid  progress  of  his  arms. 

He  afterwards  turned  them  against  several  princes 
that  possessed  places  in  the  Morea,  and  in  the  islea 
of  the  Archipelago.  All  these  petty  sovereigns  had 
recourse  to  the  order  of  St.  John,  and  engaged  the 
bailiff  of  the  Morea  to  go  to  Rhodes  to  implore  the 
succour  of  the  grand  master.  That  prince,  actuated 
by  the  spirit  of  his  order,  resolved,  in  concert  with 
the  council,  to  send  some  galleys  into  those  seal,  in 
order  to  discover  the  design  of  the  infidels.  Bat  as 
they  were  preparing  to  put  some  ttoopB  on  board, 
there  came  advice  that  the  prince  of  Scanderooiidr 
Alexandretta,  in  conjunction,  with  other  vassals  of 
the  grand  seignior,  was  actually  at  sea,  with  a  fleet 
composed  of  vessels  of  different  bulk,  and  six  galleys 
belonging  to  the  lord  of  Scanderoon.  The  grand 
master  readily  suspected  their  design  to  be  against 
EbQdili  or  at  least  a|;ai|ist  the  nei|^hbovring  isles 
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which'd^nd^  tvTihe  order.  '  VAi  gtapetiBM  the 
iQccoim  designed  fbr  tKef  Moi^iefal  The^'fiftiNl  tfbt 
all  the  galleys  of  the  order  and  Mikd  In  qAMbf 
the  enemy "ii  fleet:  but  tho  infidels  avt>idefd  an  eh- 
garment  i  and  in  order  to  niake  themselteif  ameiids 
for  the  exj^etweof  fliis armament,  thej  toot! some 
Bierchaats  ships  of  Rhodes  and  Venice. 

Whilst  the  knights  and  the  TilrH  equally  M- 
ihated  agidnsr  one  another,  wt^re  roVin^  xip  and 
down  Hie'  ie$k,  ravaging  the  cbasts,  where  th^ 
^ibiild  make  anj  descent,  and  laWilrlng  to  stffpriBe 
one  an<ither,  there  started  up  a  n^w  enemy  to  iho 
<arder/wlid  was  almost  ag  near  Rhodes  as  the  Turks, 
btrt  more  formidable,  on  account  of  his  maritime 
((brces,  his  fleets,  and  particularly  from  the  skilful- 
nessof  his  subjects  ii|  navigation,  in  which  they  ex- 
eelled,  especially  nnc^he  began  hk  reign.  I  speak 
at  the  famous  sultan  of  Egypt,  Alnazer  al-Daher, 
a  CircaMan  by  birth,  whom  the  Mamelukes  had 
raised  to  the  throne.  They  admitted  none  intd  that 
bikly,  which  was  the  strongest  in  E^pt,  but  foreign 
dates;  and 'these  generally  were  yotmg  cfalldreh, 
that  had  rither  hekn  taken  by  th«  Tai'tars  in  their 
incursions,  or  else  sold  to  them  by  their  unnatural 
parents.  The  Egyptians  bought  all  they  could,  and 
bronght  up  these  young  men  iii  exercises  suitable  to 
the  professiDn  they  designed  them  for ;  and  when 
tiiey  irere  able  to  bear  arms,  they  incorporated 
them  into  the  body  of  the  Mamelukes.  It  was  in  this 
manner,  that  Daher,  whom  we  are  speaking  of,  Vas 
admitted  into  that  body ;  and  after  many  long  years 
4if  service,  and  a  great  series  of  glorious  actions  and 
diMing6ishedvalottr;waii  at  last  advanced  to  the  sov^ 
yiignpower,  which  by  the  lawsof  that  1>ody  could  nt- 
ver devolve  from  fathertoson^  or  descend  to  his  heirs* 
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Dalier^  ia  order  to  naintain  himself  in  a  digidty 
fabject  to  frequent  revolutions,  fVom  the  incoUT 
ftancy  and  teditipus  temper  of  the  Mamalukes,  an4 
abo  to  find  employment  for  their  coura^,  declared 
war  against  Jan^s  of  Lusignan,  king  of  Cyprus, 
iiis  fleet  lai(ded  a  considerable  army  in  the  island. 
Th^  |Ling  immediately  applied  to  thie.  order  for  as* 
pstan^e :  find  though  tiie  knights  were  the^fit  peace 
with  the  Saracens,  the  grapd  master  &nd  (;9Unci^ 
could  not  see  their  arms  ^o  near  the  i^sle.  of  Rhodes^ 
ivithout  fearing  some  unhappy  consequences  to  the 
order  from  that  war.    As  the  territories  belonging 
to  it  were  situated  between  those  of  the  TurkisI^ 
emperor  and  the  sultan  of  Egypt,  the  pQuncil  was 
always  so  politic  as  to  maintain  peace  with  one  of 
those  infidel  princes,  while  it  was  engaged  in  war 
with  the  other.    Agreeable  to  this  maxim,  they 
eonld  hare  wished  to  have  had  no  quarrel  with  tho 
^araK^eas  while  they  were  at  war  with  the  Turks. 
The  grand  master,  therefore,  omitted  nothing  that 
^onld  contribute  to  the  bringing  about  a  peace  be- 
tween the  sultan  of  ISgypt  and  the  king  of  Cyprus; 
but  as  the  Egyptian  regulated  his  pretensions  by 
his  forces,  he  insisted  that  the  king  of  Cyprus  should 
acknowledge  himself  his  vassal,  and,  as  such,  pay 
him  and  his  successors  an  annual  tribute;  and  should 
likewise  reimburse  him  all  the  expence  he  had  been 
^t  in  that  armament  and  expedition. 

These  conditions  were  too  hard  to  be  accepted; 
so  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  deciding  the  dispute 
by  arms.  Acts  of  hostility  were  begun  on  both 
ndes.  The  order,  as  an  ally  of  the  crown  of  Cyprus, 
sent  considerable  succours  at  difierent  times.  The 
war  proved  long  and  bloody.  At  last  they  came  to 
^  battle,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are  unac* 
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qudiBted  with.  We  only  know,  in  ^Meral^  that 
the  Christians  lost  it,  and  that  a  ^eat  nnittber  of 
(pypriot  lords  and  gentlemen,  and  several  Icnights  Of 
St.  John,  were  slain  at  the  same  time.  The  Sirec^ena 
obtained  a  complete  victory ;  and  the  king,  to  tnake 
the  misfortune  still  greater,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
fhe  infidels,  who  carried  him  to  Alexandria. 

The  grand  master  hearing  this  bad  news,  and 
fearing  the  infidels  might  «eize  on  the  whole  island, 
pent  oyer  new  succours  of  men  and  money,  aiid 

fave  secret  assurances  to  the  principal  lords  of  the 
ingdom,  that  the  order  would  never  abandon  them, 
|>rovided  they  would  not  abandon  themsdyes;  ^and 
f;hat  they  should  nobly  resolve  to  die  sword  in  hand, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  Mahometans.  But  those 
lords,  divided  among  themselves,  and  efieminated 
by  pleasures,  not  discovering  any  great  i^ourage  or 
i'esolution,  sent,  by  the  grand  master's  advice,  am* 
bassadors  to  Egypt,  to  the  sultan's  court,  to  treat 
for  the  ransom  of  their  sovereign.  The  negotiatioQ 
was  spun  out  to  a  gr^t  length.  The  sultan,  'in 
hopes  that  his  troops  would  soon  reduce  the  whole 
island,  was  every  day  starting  new  difficulties:  but 
the  Egyptian  general  soon  tpund  a  stop  put  to  the 

S 'Ogress  of  his  arms  by  the  valour  of  his  km'ghts. 
y  way  of  revenge,  he  ravaged  the  great  com- 
inandry  or  bailliage  which  the  order  possessed  in 
that  island,  demolishing  the  houses,  ciitting  down 
|he  trees,  and  rooting  up  the  vines;  so  that  this 
great  commandry,  which  was  reckoned  the  richest 
of  the  order,  was  entirely  mined;  The  sultan,  too, 
I'esolved  to  turn  the  efforts  of  his  arms  against  the 
isle  of  Rhodes,  hoping,  that  if  he  could  make  him-* 
^elf  master  of  it,  that  of  Cyprus,  being  left  destitnto 
pf  the  succour  of  the  knights,  wouldj  of  course,  fall 
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Into  his  haii^s :  and*  as  ambitioaff  priocea  seldom  set- 
iiaj  bounds  to  tbeir  projects,  the  saltan  flattered 
biaoi^elf,  that  the  conquest  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes  and 
Cjproi  would  pave  the  way  to  that  of  all  the  isled 
of  ^e  Archipelagos  and  that,  after  this,  Asia  Minor 
Mnld  neyer  resist  a  power  so  formidable  as  his  would 
then  be.  Full  of  soch  vast  designs,  the  dangers 
and  difficalties  of  which  his  ambition  concealed  from 
him,  he  again  set  the  negociation  on  foot  with  the 
ambassadors  of  Cyprus.  His  ministers  set  a  price 
on  tbe  king/s  liberty,  and  demanded  a  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  floritis  in  gold  for  his  ransom.  The 
]vince  rejected  this  proposal,  not  only  because  he 
looked  on  the  sum  as  too  ertravagant,  but  ako  bet* 
causa  he  wanted  money,  his  exchequer  being  quite 
exhausted  by  the  war.  But  the  grand  master,  who 
was  afraid  the  Saracens  should  at  last  seize  on  tho 
isle  of  Cyprus,  advised  biai  to  get  out  of  the  hands 
of  thooe  barbarians  at  any  rate;  and  the  ordet,  to 
facilitate  his  liberty,  supplied  him  with  the  greatest 
part  of  bis  ransom«  Peace  was  made  on  these  con- 
dkaoQs.  . 

Thesoliin,  to  amuse  the  grand  master,  and  under 
jMretence  of*  desiring  to  maintain  a  lasting  peac^ 
-with  the  order^  renewed  the  treaty  which  his  pre-^ 
decessor  had  made  during  the  mastership  of  Naillae. 
-But  the  g«and  master,  who  kept  spies  in  Alexandria, 
and  even  in  that  prince's  council,  was  soon  informed 
of  his  most  secret  desif^n^  To  pretent  being  sur« 
prised  by  the  barbarians,  he  ironiediately  sent  an 
account  of  it  to  pope  Eugenius  IV.,  and  to  most  of 
the  Christian  princes,  transmitting^  at  the  same 
time,  a  general  summons  into  all  parts  of  the  Chris^ 
tian  world,  with  express  injunctions  to  the  priors, 
to  send  forthwith  twenty-fivQ  kmghts  or  commtflH 
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deri  rat  df  each  priory  to  Rhodes.  But  a  mtlc^ 
greater  namber  of  them  arrived,  whom  zeal  and 
courage  had  drawn  thither;  part  6f  them  were  kept 
at  Rhodes,  and  the  rest  distributed  into  the  islet 
belonging  to  the  order.  Brother  Hugh  de  Sarcu9, 
grand  prior  of  France,  sent  to  the  capital  of  the 
order  a  ship  laden  with  cross-bows,  arrow-heads, 
and  other  arms  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
place;  the  grand  master  took  care  to  supply  it  with 
corn  and  all  sorts  of  provisions:  in  fine,  this  worthy 
chief,  by  his  vigilance  and  activity,  put  himself  in 
so  good  a  posture  to  receive  the  enemy,  that  the 
news  of  his  armament  soon  passed  into  Egypt;  and 
the  sultan,  flattering  himself  that  the  order  could 
not  long  maintain  so  great  a  number  of  knights, 
thought  fit  to  suspend  his  enterprise. 

This  great  expeiice,  however,  having  emptied 
the  treilsury  of  the  order,  the  grand  master,  to  fill  it 
again,  resolved  to  call  a  general  chapter  at  Rhodes, 
as  the  custom  was  in  those  times:  the. priors  ge- 
nerally brought  to  the  chapters  the  responsions  of 
the  commandries  that  lay  within  their  priories,  with 
a  list  of  those  who  had  not  discharged  that  obliga- 
tion :  and  aft  it  was  impossible  fbr  the  order  to  main- 
tain so  mtay  different  wars  against  tiie  infidek 
without  this  supply,  the  chapter  decreed  severe  pe- 
nalties, against  such  as  were  negligent  and  refrac- 
tory, endeavouring,  at  the  same  time,  by  new  cita*- 
tionsi  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  for  the  armaments 
of  the  order 

It  was  with  this  design,  and  with  a  View  of  re«- 
storing  regularity  in  discipline,  that  the  grand 
master  called  the  chapter  at  Rhodes,  which  was 
held  there  May  23, 1428,  at  which,  among  a  great 
number  of  priors,  bailifis,  and  commanders,  were 
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ftUo  brother  John  de  Vivone,  prior  of  Aqnitain,  and 
lieutenant  to  the  grand  master  in  the  three  languages 
of  France;  brother  John  de  Ventadour,  great  com- 
mander; brother  Anthony  de  St  Chaumand,  mar* 
shal  of  the  order;  brother  John  de  Lastic,  prior  of 
Anvergne;  brother  Gratian  de  la  Tour,  bailiff  of 
the  commerce  of  Rhodes,  and  several  other  old 
knights  of  different  nations.     The  grand  master 
opened  the  chapter  with  a  discourse,  in  which  he 
represented  the  ouavoidable  ezpences  the  order  had 
been  obliged  to  jkit  themselves  to,  in  defending  the 
island  of  Cjprus,  and  in  guarding  against  the  sul«» 
tan's  ill  designs,  the  consequences  of  which  were 
always  to  be  feared;  that  Rhodes,  and  the  islands 
which  depended  on  it,  if  they  did  not  keep  up  a 
sufficient  body  of  forces,  could  never  be  secured 
from  the  attempts  of  Amurath;  and  that  the  order 
supported  itself  only  by  the  jealousy  that  was  fo- 
mented between  the  Turks  and  Saracens,  two  for- 
nudable  powers,  which  it  would  be  hard  to  reist,  if, 
from  a  zeal  for  a  religion  that  was  common  to  both, 
they  should  join  their  forces  against  the  order;  that 
in  tills  situation  nothing  came  into  the  treasury  out 
of  the  priories  of  France,  the  commandries  of  which 
had  been  ruined  in  the  war  carried  on  by  the 
English  in  that  kingdom;  .that  Bohemia,  Moravia 
and  Silesia,  being  harassed  by  the  Hussites,  did  not 
furnish  any  quota  to  the  order;  that  Poland  being 
engaged  in  war  against  the  Teutonic  knights, 
scarcely  kept  up  any  correspondence  with  Rhodes; 
and  that  it  was  the  business  of  the  chapter,  by  some 
wise  regulations,  to  re-establish,  as  near  as  possible, 
tho  responsions  on  the  old  footing,  which  thosa 
aeveral  nations  seemed  entirely  to  have  forgot. 
The  chapter;  out  of  regard,  to  these  jnst  remon^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


83  '    h'l^'poi^v  or 

8toai>ee8>  md  to  sNike  it^p^t^  fund  of  the  Kigod- 
§10119  of-  IfxAnc^^,  gjfBuU^  leave  to  alienate  sefveral 
Iannis  belonging  to  the  eomniiaDdries  of  the  order  to 
seeAijiar  p^i^sowi  for  whon»  they  lay  couvenieot,  ]^o^ 
Tided  alw^ays 'that  Buch  alienat^om  were  made  mly 
for  iife>  .andat  a  certain  rate.  With  the  same  view, 
by  tJ^e  next  ilb^tute,  they  erected  a  new  dignjty  in 
the  langttjaige  of  Qermany^  that  of  great  bailiff,  and 
annexed/  to.  it  an.iMpeetioo  and  authority  over  aU 
the  prioriea  and  coBQbJnandriea  lying  in  Germany, 
pArtienlatily  in  Bohemia  ^nd  the  adjoining  pro* 
Tio^cefl,  w^re  the  Huisitesthad  made  criiel  ravagea 
ever  ftpice  th^  eiec4M>ioa  of  John  Hues  and  Jerome 
i>i  Prague  aA  the  eouacil  of  CoMtanee*     To  the 
^nthority  and  fum^tians  of  grand  bailifiT.  of  Ger- 
many, they  annexed,  likewife,  the  inapeotioa  over 
the  govrmon  aiid  cattle  of  St.  Peter,  a  strong  place 
in  Catta^  built,  aa  we  have  ob9erved#  i^ear  Okr  upon 
the  fBHindatiOQa  of  tlie  old  city  of  Halicarnassu9, 
.aji\d  lerving  for «  bulwark  to. the  ide  of  Rhpdii  oii 
the.  side  of  Aaia  Minor  and  the  main  laivl*    The 
gM^ai  bailiff  waa  to^  visit  thi»  place  every  year, 
.fisher  in  pevsci^  orby  his  lieutenant;  he  waa  en^- 
pow^rodi  fay  histcoomisfiou,  to  review  the  ganrisott; 
tor  break  useless  tcddiers ;  to  fill  up  theif  places  with 
.Others  more  eofable  of  serTiUfi;  in  q  wprd,  every 
tUng  that  eoneeraed  the  defei^e  of  th^t  cattle  an(l 
its  territory  was  ptit  under  \m  jurisdictioa,  e^^oept 
ouly  the  boaoehold  and  ofiieers  of  the  governor, 
aqd  $ome  soldiers^  who,  after  the  taking  pf  Sn^ym^ 
by  the  Mogul  Tartars,,  had  throurn  theips^lves  tnl^ 
the  sea,  and  swiniplng  to  the  Aipp  of  the  ordf  r  that 
lay  at  anchor,  escaped  the  fury  of  those  barbarian^. 
The  order,  by  way  of  reooiupe&oe  for  their  vfdour» 
jMhd  aasiigifed  them^thia  place  Bi$  a  retiienent  for  the 
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rest  of  iheir  livcfl,  where  they  were  t^^ien  cart  of, 
and  maintained  at  t4ie  pYi1)Tic  expenee.  'The  oba^ffer 
had  aftenirardB  given  the  iklaiid^  of  Nizsfrfo  to  *wk 
tlier  Fantin  Quintic,  prior  of  Rome,  hy  an  infeof- 
ment,  on  condition  of  paying*  an  annual  rent  of  six 
hundred  florins  in  gold 'to  thejrabltctreataryrdf 
naintaming  there,  at  lits  own  expence,  a 'garrison 
necessary  for  its  defence :  and  of  giying  tabsistence* 
to  two  knfghts  and  a  senring^brother.  It  was  then 
the  cnstom,  in  all  the  priorifeis' of' the  order,  fliat 
when  they  admitted  a  young  kiiight,  they  Assigned 
him,  at  the  same  timis,  a  commandrjp^  for  hiis  tesi^ 
dence,  the  commander  ii^hereof  was  to  substst-anft 
inaintainhim,  and  bring  hiiii  up  in  the  spirit  of  the 
order,  till  such  time  as  fae  was  qualified  to  go  to 
Rhodes. 

By  this  wise  regulation,  the  practice  of  wfaidh  it 
were  to  *be  wished 'might  be  restored,  no  young 
knights  were  to  be  seen  wandering  in  Cities  «and 
provinces,  and  often  without  having  any  thing  of 
religious  about  them'but'thecro8Softhe'order;iii^hich 
^omestill  wear  rather  as  a  badge  of  distinction  that 
flatters  their  vanity,  than  as  a  mark  of  the  dbliga^/ 
tions  they  have  entered  into  before  the  altar,  of 
}tading  a  holy  and  regular  life. 

Be  that  a^it  WHl,  at  present  we  find  in  the  annals 
of  the  order,  that  the  commander  of  Cagnac  deiiired 
to  DC  excused  from  receiving  into  his  house  a  young 
knight,  called  In-other  William  dcRiery,  who  had 
been  assigned  the  commandry  of  Cagnac  for  his 
residence;  the  commander,  whether  he  pretended 
Ithat  his  house  was  too  full  of  pupils,  or  that  it  was 
the^tum  of  the  commander  of  St.  Sulpice/  sent  him 
to  him.  The  latter  refused  to  receive  him,  and 
complained  to  the  grand  master,  who,  being  very 
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angry  with  tiit  eotnmander  of  CagnAC,  threatened,  fa 
deprive  him  of  his  habit  and  commandry,  if  he  ne-r 
glected  to  provide  for  the  young  knight,  whom  the 
order  had  committed  to  his  care;  a  ctrcumrtance 
which  I  should  not  have  taken  notice  of,  had  it  not 
served  to  show,  that  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
age,  near  four  hundred  years  after  the  first  institu- 
tion of  the  order,  all  the  commandries  of  it  were 
like  so  many  seminaries  and  academies,  where  the 
knights  were  alike  educated  in  piety  and  the  exer- 
cise of  arms,  two  qualities  which,  though  they 
happen  not  to  meet  together  in  secular  persons, 
may,  neverthelesn,  form  great  men  in  each  parti- 
cular kind,  but  which  ought  to  be  ever  united  in  ai 
%night  of  the  order  of  St  John. 

It  was  from  the  same  spirit  of  regularity,  and  to 
keep  the  knights  ipore  closely  to  their  rendence^ 
that  the  grand  master  forbade  them,  by  an  express 
bull,  to  go  to  Rome,  and  settle  in  the  pope's  court, 
without  his  permission^  or  that  of  the  procurator-* 
general  of  the  order.  He  made  this  wise  regulation^ 
in  order  to  check  the  restless  and  ambitious  humour 
of  some  knights,  who,  the  sooner  to  possess  them^ 
selves  of  the  commandries  and  principal  dignities* 
instead  of  meriting  them  by  their  services,  sought 
to  obtain  them  by  recommendatioit  from  the  pope 
or  his  cardinals,  who  had  the  greatest  hand  in  thc^ 
government  of  the  church.  Thus  it  was  that  th^ 
grand  master,  in  the  interval  which  the  tn;ce  P^^de^, 
with  the  sultan  of  Egypt  allowed  him,  employci^ 
his  authority  to  maintain  a  regularity  of  discipline, 
among  his  religious.  To  make  their  abode  in  the 
isle  and  convent  of  Rhodes  more  convenient,  he 
built  a  magnificent  infirmary  upon  the  foundationi^ 
of  the  old  one^  endowing  it  at  his  own  expence, 
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Aecordin^  to  the  spirit  and  ccmrttnt  practice  of  the 
'Order,  snch  kni^htt  as  were  sick  or  wounded,  were 
Tisited  and  taken  care  of  there  with  all  the  regard 
and  attention  due  to  noble  personages  that  repre- 
eented  the  conquerors  of  the  isle,  and  were  every 
'J^j  defending  the  possession  and  sorereignty  of  it 
at  the  expence  of  their  blood. 

In  the  practice  of  these  peaceful  virtues  did  the 
grand  waster,  Anthony  Fluvian  or  de  la  Riviere, 
end  his  days»  A.  D.  I4ffj.  He  saw  the  approaches 
of  death  with  great  piety ;  and,  desiring  to  die  aa 
he  had  always  lived,  a  true  religious,  he  disposed  of 
all  hb  effects,  and  sent  two  hundred  thousand  ducata 
into  the  treasury,  the  fruit  of  his  thriftiness  and  re- 
trenchments from  that  magnificence,  which  luxury 
nnd  Tanity  at  that  time  required  of  such  as  filled 
ifte  first  dignities  in  the  church. 

The  chapter  assendiled  immediately  to  elect  a 
«iccesser,  and  the  members  of  it  had  recourse  tp 
arbitration:  ihey  first  made  choice  of  thirteen 
knights,  to  whom  the  chapter  referred  the  right  c^ 
election.  These  thirteen  electors  prepared  them- 
-selves  by  receiving  the  sacraments  of  penance  an^ 
ihe  holy  eucharist:  they  afterwards  shut  themselves 
up  in  a  room  distinct  from. the  chapter-house,  and 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  merit  of  the 
several  candidates,  of  their  personal  qualities,  and 
especially  of  those  which  were  most  proper  for  go- 
remment,  they  unanimously  gave  their  votes  in 
favour  of  brother  John  de  Lastic,  grand  prior  cf 
Auvergne,  who  was  acknowledged  in  form  by  all 
the  chapter  as  grand  master  of  the  order.  As  that 
lord  Was  then  at  his  priory,  they  immediately  dis- 
patched two  grand  crosses  to  carry  him  the  instru- 
ment of  his  election;  but,  before  these  deputi^  leff, 
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Ehodes,  the  eotmeml  made  tliea  take  an  oaihj  that 
they  would  nat  atk  avjr  fa^eur,  before'he  bad  takeii 
jMomBioa  of  bU  digniCj,  that  might  be  to  the  fNfOr 
judiee  of  the  settbr  knights  of  the  order. 

Th^  grand  master,  nj^on  the  aews  of  big  eleetioo^ 
made  the  best  of  his  wa  j  for  Rhodes.  As  soon  as  he 
arrived  there,  he  received  advice  from  the  spiis 
'Which  the  order  kept  ia  %ypt>  that  secret  designs 
ivrere  forming  in  that  kingdom  against  the  islo  of 
Rhodes,  and  what  was  still  worse,  theoe  spies  inr 
fbrmed  him,  that  they  suspected  that  Amurath  IL 
fmpevor  of  the  Turks,  approved  this  eaterprise^  or 
<M  least  would  not  oppose  it» 

The  eninlation  and  jealou^  between  those  two 
neighbouring  powers  had  served  hitherto  as  a  kind 
•of  succour  to  the  order;  but  Amurath,  being  ass- 
easy  at  the  league  made  against  him  by  the  ChrhK 
tian  priaees,  was  well  enough  satisfied  that  the  sul* 
fan  of  Egypt  should  at  this  juncture  find  employ- 
ment for  all  the  forces  pf  the  knights.  However,  aa 
they  were  not  yet  fully  acquainted  with  fhak 
|iriacelB  intentions,  the  grand  master  sent  brother 
John  Morel,  prior  of  the  church,  to  him,  aa  his  aifr* 
bassador,  under  pretence  of  notifying  his  election  to 
him,  and  to  demand  of  h|m  a  renewal  of  the  truee^ 
\ehich  the  order  had  made  with  his  predecessor.  It 
was  a  common  practice  in  the  order,  and  which  the 
pope  had  authorised,  for  the  knights  to  make  a 
truee  with  one  party  of  iuAdels,  at  the  same  time 
they  were  opposing  another.  The  prior  of  Rhodes 
executed  his  commission  with  great  skill  and  ad- 
flress.  The  grand  seignior  returned  the  civilities 
paid  him  in  the  new  grand  master's  name,  with 
pther  compUmeats,  but  expressed  in  general  terms 
^t  carried  no  meaning  with  them;  deelining  at 
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tke  iune  time  to  enter  into  any  neg'oeiatioB^  under 
i»r€teiMe  that  the  oM  treaties  were  stiffieient  for  the 
iecuritj  of  both  sides.  Th^  pri6r  retnmed  to  Rhodes; 
and  aequainted  the^and  master,  that  though  war 
irat  not  deelared,  yet  peace  was  not  the  mere  to  be 
depended  on.  The  g^rand  master,  in  order  to  disco- 
yer«  if  possible;  tiie  desi^s  df  the  infidels,  sent 
William  de  Laslic,  his  nephew,  seneschal  of  the  01^ 
der,  with  two  yessels,  towards  the  coasts  of  Egypt 
and  Barbary.  This  knight  was  not  long  before  he 
retnmed  to  Rhodes,  and  acquainted  the  grand  mas- 
ter  that  he  would  be  immediately  attacked  by  all 
the  forces  of  E^ypt.  The  certainty  of  war  made* 
the  knights  arm  without  loss  of  time;  they  fitted 
oisit  eight  galleys,  four  ships  with  high  decks,  and 
teverat  transport  vessels,  putting  a  considerable 
body  of  trei^  on  board  of  them,  working  at  th^ 
same  time  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  those  adjacent 
to  it,  in  order  to  put  the  principal  places  inacondH 
tion  of  defence.  ^ 

The  sultan  on  his  side  put  to  sea  a  considerable 
fleet,  consistiflg  of  eighteen  galleys,  a  great  num- 
ber ai  yestels  of  different  bulk,  well  provided  with 
arms,  and  loaded  with  a  considerable  body  of  crosa^ 
jbow-men  and  land  forces.  But  to  gire  some  colour 
to  this  armament,  the  sultan  pretended,  that  the 
Ue  of  Rhodes,  as  well  as  that  of  Cyprus,  depended 
formerly  on  the  emjnre  cf  Egypt.  The  first  attempt 
made  by  his  forces,  was  upon  a  little  island  called 
Chateau-r6ux,  situated  a  hundred  miles  to  the  east 
^  the  isle  df  Rhodes,  and  only  a  mile,  or  at  mdst  a 
French  league,  from  Lycia.  This  isle,  or  rather 
this  rock,  belonged  to  the  order,  who  had  fortified 
tt  with  a  castle,  over  the  gate  of  which  the.  arms  of 
the  wder  of  St.  John^  and  tho«e  of  Arrogan,  wer^ 
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quartered ;  a  circumstance  which  might  incthke  xii 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  language  of  that  nation 
which  had  fortified  this  little  place. 

The  Saracens  met  with  little  opposition  in  making 
their  descent,  and  in  all  probability  seized  on  thi9 
little  castle  tirith  the  like  ease;  at  least  there  is  no 
passage  in  history  that  takes  notice  of  any  conside- 
rable combat  that  happened;  they  re-embarked  af- 
ter having  destroyed  this  settlement,  sailed  for 
Rhodes,  and  appeared  off  the  bland  on  September 
S5, 1440. 

The  inhabitants  emulating  the  example  and  care 
of  the  grand  master,  and  his  knights,  had  takcD 
arms,  and  lining  the  coasts,  appeared  resolute  ta 
oppose  the  infidels,  if  they  should  oflfer  to  make  a  ^ 
descents  The  marshal  of  the  order,  who,  by  virtue 
of  that  post,  l),ad  the  command  of  the  fleet,  sailed 
out  of  the  port  in  good  order,  and  though  he  was 
much  iiiferidr  to  the  enemy  in  number  of  ships,  yet 
he  advanced  boldly  and  offered  them  battle.    The 
infidels,  who  imagined  that  all  the  ships  of  the  or- 
der were  out  crnising,  were  surprised  to  see  this  ar^ 
mament,  and  retired  into  a  bay,  where  turning  the 
poops  of  their  ships  towards  the  land,  they  contented 
themselves  with  making  a  great  fire  with  their  ar- 
tillery, to  keep  the  Christians  at  a  distance.   They- 
were  answered  in  the  same  manner ;  the  rest  of  tha 
day  passed  in  cannonading  one  another,  and  night 
looming  on,  the  Christian  fleet  put  into  the  port  of 
Rhodes,  the  commander  of  it  designing,  after  he  had 
taken  in  some  powder  and  fresh  troops,  to  return 
immediately  in  quest  of  the  enemy :  but  the  Sara- 
cens seeing, that  it  was  impracticable  to  attack 
Rhodes  in  sight  of  the  Christian  fleet,  set  sail  in  the 
night#    Their  design  was  to  surprise  the  ide  ef 
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Lango«  The  maishal,  \ifho0e  experience  ropplied 
the  place  of  apies,  ^netting  at  their  design,  put  to* 
sea  at  the  same  tinner,  and  crowding  all  the  sail  he  "■ 
coald,  and  bis  men  plying  their  oars,  be  advanced 
with  great  expedition  nnder  the  cannon  of  the  cas-^ 
tie  of  LangOi  so  that  the  Saracens,  when  they  came 
up,  were  strangely  surprised  to  find  him  in  their 
front,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  offering  to 
^ht  them  a  second  time« 

The  Egyptian  admiral,  astonished  at  this,  tacked 
about  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  got  to  an  island 
which  belonged  to  the  Turks;  and  entering  into 
■Ihe  harbour,  which  seemed  in  a  manner  abandoned, 
he  joined  his  galleys  to  oneanother,with  their  prows 
towards  the  sea,  and  erected  batteries  upon  them, 
to  jepulse  the  knights  if  they  should  offer  to  attack 
him;  and  the  Turks,  who.  inhabited  the  island, 
knowing  Amurath's  intentions,  and  influenced  like- 
wise by  the  religion  which  they  professed  in  com- 
mon witb  the  Saracens,  ran  to  their  succour  against; 
the  Christians. 

The  marshal,  who  had  followed  the  Egyptiaa 
fleet,  without  losing  sight  of  it,  seeing  it  so  well 
fortified,  called  a  council  of  war*  Most  of  the  offi- 
cers, in  order  to  dissuade  him  from  attacking  th^ 
infidels,  represented  to  him  their  number  and  forces^ 
which  were  much  superior  to  those  of  the  order; 
and  besides,  there  was  a  bad  bottom  in  that  place, 
it  being  filled  with  a  quicksand  that  was  very  dan-« 
geroas.  They  were  all  for  returning  to  Rhodes  2 
but  the  marshal,  \trho  did  not  know  what  danger 
was,  told  them  that  the  knights  of  St.  John  were 
never  used  to  count  the  number  of  their  enemies, 
and  that  he  'would  sooner  choose  to  meet  with  a 
gn^ve  in  the  iea,  than  lie  under  the  repro«cI^  cif  f  ec3 
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ing  tke  barbftriini  so  msar  him,  vitfaoaf  daring  W 
aMack  tbem.    But  as  his  capacity  was  not  mferi* 
t^hisvaloiiF,  he  put  his  troops  on  board ilat^-boAtoiBeA 
Vassda,  and  adyaocing  Bt  their  head,  being  coyered 
at  tbe  same  titoe  by  his  artillery,  he  attacked  tbtf 
Saracens,  turho  recmved  him  with  a  smart  fire  (Vam 
their  caanoM  and  muskets.  If  the  attack  was  hvisk, 
the  defence  was  equally  as  brara,  and  the  SaraceM^ 
supported  by  the  Turks,  exerted  tiiemselTes  to  the 
utmost,  ki  order  to  hinder  the  Christiaas  from  ap- 
proachiag  their  gaMeys.    Nigbt  coming  on  parted  • 
the  eombatants ;  the  infidels  lost  above  seven  kan«' 
dred  man  on  this  ocaasioo,  and  on  the  Qu^istianit^ 
side  they  did  not  compute  above  sixty.     The  mar* 
sb^,  covarad  with  the  Mood  of  his  eneasies,  and* 
woMiidedtn  five  plaees^  made  for  Rhodes,  upon  soma 
signs  of  a  storm.    Tlie  iafideis  took  advantage  of 
his  retreat,  to  get  cyat  of  those  eeas  w  the  niglit 
time,  and  eame  first  off  the  isle  of  Cyprus:  there 
they  mtde  a  descent,  and  set  fire  to  the  great  coaa-? 
mandry  of  the  order,  which  was  all  the  advantage 
Ike  snit^n  had  from  an  armament  and  eapeditioii' 
which  had  pwt  him  to  a  comideiabie  exipenee. 

This  ill  suecess  Served  only  to  eseaspemte  him  i 
Jha  dtssemMed  however  kis  resentment,  and  the  de^ 
signs  he  had  in  view,  in  order  to^have  an  opporto*' 
nity  of  falling  UfKm  them  with  a  greater  force.  B«if 
the  ^rand  master  was  not  im|msed  upon ;  new  t»^ 
tificalicmS'  were  by  his  orders  added  to  the  cUy  df 
Rhodes^  and  tie  •supplied  the  magazines  with  am^ 
muxtiftion  and  protiiioni;  Tbe  first  instances  of  hia 
care  were  fdlow*^  with  a  general  citation,  sum-^ 
mornng  all  tlfe  Hctiights  arble  to  bear  arms  to  repair 
te  the  cORVenti  and  the  prince  gnsvted  at  the  same 
time  ft  gvnetal  pardon  to  adl  eiiles  and  criminalsi^ 
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fBTOTfitaigt  Mneh  as  wert  guHty  isf  high  4Mdi6il,  ant 
JMenilimti^  He  cimrted  Us  tle\|rg  faHher^  ttitf  MMI: 
— bwiniJDtt  to  IM0I  of  1^  crrewfttf  <tf  £iird)^  to  so^ 
Hdtt  niccmm.  These  anstmsladfmdtd  Adt  f&il  to  >ajr 
before  these  ftrreveigns  the  ]M>wer  stud  forcM  of  the 
4RiHn  of  Egypt,  and  «e  fepifeieftt  fhet  I9i«t  intdel 
prince  irae  f  Mdy  to  lay  tlege  to  Rhodes ;  and  that 
if  they  gheiild  abaadoD  the  ofder  at  this  junctari^, 
itt  tiist  the  kii{^hte  eotild  expect,  after  a  long"  dd« 
fence,  vnmM  be  to  bury  thctttseWes  under  the  nAvk 
of  the  piwe;  but  tiiat  the  €hiisti8<i  prinees  Would 
lie  under  nn  eternal  reproach,  should  they  suffer  thte 
niAof  an  Maud  and^i  state,  that  served  fer  a  buN 
wark  to  €hrUtendofDv  a<nd  whteh,  by  its  lying  sb 
ntar  to  the^  Holy  iand,  might  focilitate  tlie  con** 
quest  of  it    The  princes,  to  vrhon^  these  anfbasia^ 
Am  were  sMt,  made  tt6  other  return  to  all  these 
just  itemonstnmces,  than  by  employing  a  fbw  empty 
expremioM  of  useless  conypaasion.    M6St  of  themr^ 
detainal  by  wars  wiHi  thett  neighbours,  did  noft 
think  it  pwper  to  leave  fteir  dominions  in  such  a 
|iitti«ufe :  besides,  Ihe  first  Itre  ef  demotion,  whicfii 
.  had  predttced  S6  many  crusades,  was  now  in  a  mail'- 
ner  spent ;  ^d  n  great  many  looked  upon  these 
tvan^rai  of  piety ,  either  as  a  result  of  a  misfaleMt 
^Mid  i»Mig«iIlsr  a^eal,  or  perhaps  as  one  of  thoSe  Springs 
which  poMtS^ians  set  a-^going,  in  order  to  s^d  away 
those  princes  and  great  men  whom  they  thought 
tao  potent,  aad:  too  jealous  of  the  privileges  of  their 
dignity,  at  a  distance  from  fhetr  country,  aud  keep 
them-  there  on  a  pretence  of  devotion. 

Be  that  as  it  ^U,  the  order'  obtained  no  succonra 
twm  the  €hri8tian  princes  in  this  juncture.  John 
paleologus,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  was  the  only 
fm  that  oaadealeague  offcm&re  and  defensive  with 
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them  dgainst  the  sultan  of  Egypt;  bat  tiiis  league 
produced  only  a  treaty  that  had  no  manner  of  con- 
sequence. Of  all  those  vast  dominions,  that  had  be«-^ 
longed  formerly  to  the  empire  of  the  great  Constafr- 
tine,  nothing  was  then  left  to  Paleologus  but  the 
city  of  Constantinople,  with  its  adjoining  territory* 
The  Turks  kept  that  prince  blocked  up  as  it  were 
on  all  sides;  so  that  out  of  regard  to  hbown  preserr 
vation,  and  for  fear  of  seeing  himself  speedily  be- 
aieged,  he  durst  not  part  with  the  succours  which  he 
liad  stipulated  to  send  to  Rhodes.  This;  insignificant 
treaty  was  followed  by  another  made  with  the  sul*- 
.tan  of  Egypt  himself,  which  indeed  seemed  to  be 
more  advantageous;  but  that  prince,  who  was  an 
excellent  politician,  concluded  it  only  with  a  der 
eign  of  amusing  the  grand  master. 

Sir  Francis  Quirini,  a  noble  Venetian,  bailiff  of 
Lango,  and  great  admiral  of  the  order,  held  the 
island  of  Nizarroof  it  by  way  of  fief,  and  was  obliged 
to  take  the  care  of  defending  these  two  isles.  The 
sultan,  apprehending  that  |f  he  should  make  hb  atr 
tack  on  that  side,  Quirini's  relations,  who  had  ^ 
strong  interest  in  the  senate,  might  prevail  with  the 
republic  to  send  troops  to  the  assistance  of  the  ordei, 
notified  to  him,  that  out  of  regard  to  his  nation, 
with  which  he  had  always  lived  in  good  correspon* 
deuce,  he  would  readily  agree  to  a  treaty  of  neu- 
trality for  the  islands,  which  were  under  his  govern- 
ment. Quirini  communicated  these  propositions  to 
the  grand  master,  and  council  of  the  order;  some 
fed  themselves  with  hopes  that  this  private  treaty 
might  be  improved  to  a  more  general  one,  and  per- 
haps to  the  re-establishment  of  peace :  but  the  most 
skilful  were  of  a  different  opinion,  judging  that  the 
sole  motive  of  the  sultan's  offering  this  neutrality^ 
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wa0  only  to  prevent  a  rupture  with  the  Venetian0» 
^irho  alone  enjoyed  the  commerce  of  Alexandria; 
and  vith  a  mpposition,  that  if  he  could  once  make 
himself  maMer  of  Rhodes,  the  neighbouring  isles, 
which  depended  on  it,  would  follow  the  fate  of  the 
capital,  and  fall  of  coarse  into  his  hajids.  However, 
as  the  order  woald,  by  this  treaty,  be  discharged 
fcom  the  care  and  expense  of  maintaining  troops  in 
those  two  islands,  they  told  the  bailiff  he  might  con? 
dude  it,  provided  it  was  drawn  up  in  tenns  suitable 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  order. 

Tl^e  sultan,  from  a  motive  that  was  very  near  of 
the  same  nature  of  that  above-mentioned,  agreed 
with  the  king  of  Cyprus  on  the  like  neutrality,  f^r 
the  vessels  of  Rhodes  and  Egypt  that  should  put 
into  the  ports  of  his  kingdom.  Yet  in  the  midst  of. 
these  preliminary  treaties,  which  seemed  to  usher 
in  peace,  or  at  least  a  long  truce,  a  considerable 
fleet  of  the  sultan's  was  seen  o£f  the  isle  of  Rhodes^ 
in  August,  A.  D.  1444,  which  landed  eighteen  thou- . 
sand  foot,  besides  a  strong  body  of  horse  and  Mar 
malukes,  in  which  the  principal  strength  of  tho 
Sgyptians  consisted.  These  barbarians,  without 
sitting  down  before  any  other  place  in  the  island^ 
n^arched  directly  to  the  capital,  which  they  be- 
sieged, at  the  same  time  that  their  fleet  lay  off  at 
aea»  in  order  to  block  up  the  port. 

,  T|ie  reader  may  justly  expect  to  meet  in  this, 
plac^  with  aq  e^ct. relation  of  this  siefse,  with  tha. 
particulars  of  the  sallies  made  by  the  knights,  the. 
storn|S,  which  they  ppposed,  s^nd  thie  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides;  but  these  knights  knew, 
much  bett.er  how  to  handle  their  swords  than,  their 
peni^  The  little  learning  at  that  time  in  the  order, 
and  indeed  in  that  age,  has  deprived  us  of  sq  cuciq^L 
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aad  00  important  s  relstioft:  all  that  b  to  be  hami 
in  the  fegitters  of  the  chancery,  b,  that  the  Aege 
laited  forty  days;  that  the  infidels  baittered  down 
the  place  with  a  ^eat  train  of  artillery :  that  there 
were  several  assanlts  given,  in  which  they  weie  al^ 
wayti  repulsed ;  and  that  their  general,  having  I«t 
the  best  part  of  his  troops,  re-embarked  wilh  the  re* 
mainder,  and  was  the  first  that  carried  to  his  master 
the  news  of  the  ill  success  of  his  arms. 

The  grand  master,  wisely  judging  that  it  would 
not  be  long  before  the  infidels  would  make  him  ano-: 
flier  visit  under  the  walls  of  Rhodes,  dispatched 
WitEam  de  Lastic  his  nephew  into  the  West,  to 
giv«  the  pope  and  most  of  the  Christian  princea  an 
account  cf  the  advantages  lately  gained  by  the  or* 
der  over  the  Saracens.  He  took  this  step  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  some  succour:  and  that  sovereigvi,  Uhe 
other  men,  would  declare  themselves  asore  fireely» 
for  the  victorious  party.  In  fact,  as  soon  as  they 
heard  in  Europe  that  the  knights  had  drove  the  in«* 
fidds  out  of  their  isle,  abundance  of  the  yosng  no* 
bility  uf  Europe,  particularly  the  gentlemen  of  thai 
kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain,  fond  of  sharing  ia 
the  glory  of  thl^  order,  were  very  eager  to  be  ad--  * 
mitted  into  it  This  was  a  very  seasonable  recniift» 
and  helped  to  fill  up  the  forces  of  the  order,  whieh 
had  been  much  diminished  by  losses,,  which  are  in- 
separable from  war.  But  this,  at  the  same  time,  wae 
an  additional  expense  to  ihe  convent :  and  in  ofder 
to  make  a  provision  for  it,  the  grand  master  called  a 
general  chapter  at  Rhodes,  which  was  to  assemble 
Jnly  Sfl,  1445. 

Whilst  thb  assembly  was  sitting,  the  grand  master 
received  an  account  from  the  seneschal  his  nephew^ 
thst  he  had  ^one  through  most  of  the  courts  of  Eu^ 
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hnjpe,  bill  foand  the  princes  00  exasperated  againH 
eiie  another,  and  so  univerBaUy  eni^aged  in  war^ 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  any  great  suceonr.  The 
gfadd  matter  and  the  chapter  saw  plainly  by  these 
iMets,  that  they  most  rely  npon  their  own  strength ; 
whereopon,  by  common  consent,  tfiey  increased  the 
responsions  for  fi^e  years^  By  the  same  statute,  tb^ 
priors  were  forbid  to  receive  a  greater  nnftiber  than 
the  order  could  maintain;  and  they  agreed  that  the 
grand  master  should  be  empowered  to  put  an  end 
to  thbdestmetiTe  war,  by  a  peace,  if  they  made  hinl 
any  avertares  of  it  The  treaty  was  carried  on  the 
year  following  by  the  agency  of  James  Coenr,  a 
Ffencb  merehaati  who  was  afterwards  treasurer  ta 
Oharles  VIL  king  of  France.  He  was  a  citizen  of 
the  town  of  Bonrges,  a  man  of  petite  generations^  aa 
a  historian  of  the  times  expresaes  it|  to  show  that  he 
wis  bom  of  parents  that  were  not  noble.  But  tht 
defect  of  Inrth,  if  it  really  be  a  defect,  was  abun^ 
dantly  repaired  by  the  greatness  of  his  genius,  by 
hie  indnetry  and  his  application.  France  never  gav^ 
bisth  to  a  merchant  who  axitended  its  eommerce  s6 
far,  and  made su4ih  prodigioua profits:  he  had  whole 
fleets  .ait  his  command,  and  above  three  hundred 
factors  dispersed  in  several  countries  of  Europe  and 
Aria,  and  even  as  far  as  Sarrasinamej  bm  the  author 
abovennentioned  eapresses  it.  It  was  one  of  these 
Caetots,  who>  in  vtftueaf  the  safe  conducts  which  he 
had  for  his  commerocy  conducted  the  agent  of  the 
order  to  AlexandAa  on  board  Ms  master's  galley  a 
A  peace  was  made,  bart-all  that  we  know  of  the  con^ 
ditions  of  the  treaty  is,  that  the  envoy  of  Rhodes^ 
after  it  was  concluded^  brought  back  with  him  into 

*  Histoirn  de  Charles  Vll.  Roj  de  France,  par  Mat.  d# 
Coucy,  p.  C91.  edit,  de  Louvre* 
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the  island  a  great  number  of  Christian  da^es  an< 
,  prisoners  that  had  been  taken  daring  the  war.  ▲ 
bull  of.  the  grand  master's,  bearing  date  Febv  8> 
A.  D.  1446,  is  still  preserved  in  the  treasury  of  the 
order,  in  which  he  orders  brother  Raimond  d'Arpa*- 
jon,  grand  prior  of  St.  Giles,  and  the  receirer  of  the 
language  of  Proyence,  to  pay  James  Ccsur  what 
was  due  to  him  for  this  voyage. 

The  grand  master's  joy  in  having  procured  so 
many  poor  Christians  their  liberty,  was  a  little 
damped  by  the  concern  that  some  letters  sent  from 
Pope  Nicholas  V.  gave  him,  A<  IX  1448.  There 
were  some  commanders  at  Rome,  and  at  the  pontiff '-s 
court,  who  were  uneasy  at  the  responsions  of  their 
commandries  being  increased;  they  complained  to 
the  pope  of  it,  as  if  it  had  been  a  tyrannical  imposi* 
tion,  and  as  if  the  grand  master  and  the  chapter 
had  exceeded  the  bounds  set  to  their  authority  by 
the  statutes.  Nicholas  V.  being  prejudiced  against 
the  grand  master,  and  without  examining  whether 
there  was  any  misrepresentation  in  these  complaints, 
wrote  iu  harsh  terms  to  Lastic,  sending  him  at  the 
tame  time  a  collection  of  the  statutes  made  in  the 
last  chapter,  which  he  supposed  had  been  trans- 
gressed, and  which  he  ordered  him  to  observe  as  the 
rule  of  his  conduct. 

The  grand  master  laid  the  pope*s  letters  before 
the  council,  and  made  an  answer  in  terms  which 
indeed  were  very  respectful ;  but  at  the  same  time 
full  of  that  resolution  which  truth  and  justice  al-* 
ways  inspire^  He  represented  to  that  pontiff,  that 
pope  Eugenius  IV.  his  predecessor,  aifter  having 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  expense  the  order  had 
been  at  in  sustaining  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  had  ap- 
proved the  augmentation  of  the  responsions,  in  order 
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to  pay  off  the  AebU  it  had  been  obliged  to  contract 
during  the  war ;  that  such  as  made  their  coniplainte 
on  this  article  were  unworthy  to  wear  the  habit, 
fellows^  says  he,  that  never  saw  Rbodet,  or  elso 
made  no  stay  there^  and  with  a  design  only  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  regular  dbcipUne,  or  probably  to 
ke^  out  of  th^  way  of  dai^ers  that  are  usual  in 
war,  especially  in  a.bloodyiSiege;  that  most  of  those 
religious,  instead  ofresid^g  upon  their  commaudries, 
which  they  were  'c/bli|^ed  to  do,  and  exercising  the 
duties  of  hospitality 4  had  entirely  devoted  them- 
aelves  to  the  court  of  Rome,  where  they  passed  their 
Jives  in  Inziicy  and  pleasure ;  that  he  besought  his 
holiness  tos^^  them  back  immediately  to  the. con- 
vent, to  livefak  the  chief  house  of  their  order,  and 
to  learn  from  the  example  of  their  brother  oompa- 
iiioQi»  the  life,  a  true  knight  of  St.  John  ought  to 
lead.  Aa  to  the  statutea^  which  his  holiness  had  sent 
to  him,  they  agreed  in  council,  after  having  exactly 
compared  them  with  the  originals,  that  it  could  be 
the  work  only  of  some  forger  of  writings,  who  had 
inserted  several  articles  that  were  never  heard  of 
before  ia  the  order,  and  which  were  invented  only 
to  .encourage  the  spirit  of  appropriation  and  liber* 
tinism-in.  those  pe^fligate  knights. 

Thd  indignation  which  the  grand  master  disco* 
Yered  against  those  mutineers  was  the  better  founded^ 
as  they  lived  under  his  gov^iunent  at  Rhodes,  in 
an  exact  observance  of  their  rule  and  statutes :  that 
in  the  v^ry  heat  of  the  armaments  which  were  fre* 
qnently  makings  the  knights  never  neglected  to 
iLCep  a  strict  fast  during  Advent  and  Lent;  that 
they  abstained  fr^m  meat  every  Wednesday  in  the 
year;  and  that  in  the  refectory,  and  all  other  regu- 
lar places^  none  durst  interrupt  a  oUeacCj  which  i% 
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that  place  wag  obgerved  as  r^gnlariy  ae  in  a  cammH^ 
iiUyof  monks  andhennita*  The  grand  marter's  letter, 
4rawii  up  in  form  of  an  ap0ilogy»  was  signed  by  the 
whole  council,  and  the  pope  seemed  satisfied  with  it*^ 

But  several  of  the  European  commanders,  who 
were  supported  bj  the  protection  of  somecardinab, 
and  had  also  powerful  friends  in  the  order,  and  in 
the  very  eonnciU  were  not  more  exact  in  paying 
their  responsions :  so  that  one  would  have  thought^ 
that  they  pretended  to  free  themselves  fmm  their 
vow  of  obedience*  The  order,  by  their  isebelliM^ 
fell  insensibly  into  a  kind  of  anarchy:  several  cbapv 
iers,  and  various  assemblies  were  held  iat  this  ac* 
count,  in  wbiob  very  wholesome  regnlations  wer* 
ttade,  bat  disobedimoe,  power,  cvedtt  and  cabal, 
rendered  them  entirely  ineffectual. 

The  council  seeing  the  anthority  of  <the  ^o^^rn* 
meat  slighted,  cottld  «rt  think  of  a  raose  pfoper  re^- 
medy,  in  order  to  put  a  atop  to  so  great  a  diaerde^i 
than  by  patiting  tiie  eovereign  awtbority,  and  the 
entire  disposal  of  the  Mv^enae^  into  the  iiandaof  the 
grand  master  only*  This  was  a  sort  of  dietatdnritipt 
Wbieh  is  always  dangerous  in  a  republican  state  t 
but  ihey  were  so  per flqaded  of  the  zeal  of  Laatic>  of 
his  sincere  piety,  and  of  his  modeifilion,  that  they 
made  no  dIfBonlty  of  ^ntmrting  him  with  absulute 
autbortty.  He'ot^nsed  bimaelf  at  fiM  from  aoc^^ 
ing  it,  on  aecoant  of  hie  great  nge,  aMd  feartbl  e€ 
breakfaig  in  on  libe  ancient  constitot'fon  of  ther order, 
of  which  bo  was  n  aealons  c(bserf>er;  he  (sotitd  not 
be  brought  to  eotnply  wiiib  Aie  pressing  soliditatidtn 
of  bis  religious,  but  On  condition  that  this  illterafion 
in  the  government  tfionfld  last  only  for  three  year^, 
at  the  expira«fon  ^  xAAtih  term  the  supreme  council 
tiiodd  resume  its  ancient  authority* 
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T&e  wiidmn  and  reflohrtton  of  his  eondact  soon 
javlilled  the  thdkw  the  order  had  made:  bj  fitUkt 
of  the  regulations  made  in  the  last  chapter,  he 
threatened  openly  to  depriye  all  those  of  their  com- 
mandriee,  and  even  to  degrade  them  from  the  order, 
who  did  net,  by  a  stated  time,  pay  in  their  respon^ 
stom.  Th^ee  menaees  from  a  sovereign  and  a  sope«- 
rior,  whom  they  knew  incapable  of  being  moved 
by  any  recommendation,  intimidated  the  most  re«- 
bellioiM.  They  all  gave  security  for  their  obedience, 
tHl  snch  time  as  they  should  meet  with  an  oppor* 
tairtty  of  remitting  money  to  Rhodes;  all  bowed 
and  submitted  before  the  authority  of  so  worthy  s 
head,  armed  wrth  so  just  an  authority. 

Bdt  as  funds  in  the  beginning  were  wantii^,  in 
order  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  indis* 
pemaUe  necessities  ^  the  order,  he  took  tbem  up 
on  the  revenues  appt epriated  to  the  mastership.  The 
first  use  that  he  made  of  his  new  authority  was,  to» 
strip  himself;  and,  like  a  true  fhther,  sacrificed  with 
pleasure  th^  grea^  revenues  annexed  to  his  dijgwty, 
for  the  maintenance  of  hie  children,  and  the  sub- 
sist^nee  ^  ;the  troops  which  the  order  kept  in  the 
seveml  irfands  which  then  composed  its  dominions. 
However,  fliat  Ihey  might  not  abuse  hie  clemency, 
he  oydeted  all  sneh  commanders  as  resided  at  Rhodes, 
and  received  the  value  of  a  hundred  crowns,  of  gold 
revenue  fimn  fheir  commandries,  not  to  receive 
any  tbilsig  more  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  order  fot 
their  subsiMenee. 

Thie  regulation  of  domestic  discipline  was  suc^ 
ceeded  by  more  important  concerns.  As  in  the  dis- 
order that  the  revenue  was  in,  they  had  reaeon  to 
feat*  U  rapture  wlA  the  Turks,  who  were  nevef  very 
#orupuloush  iQ  observing  treaties,  the  jg^rand  a^Mter 
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seat  ambasfladort  to  Amiirath  II.,  to  discover  how 
that  prince  was  disposed  with  respect  to  the  orden 
We  have  seen,  daring  the  war  which  the  snltan  ^f 
Xgypt  was  making  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  how 
Aniurath,  that  he  might  take  his  measures  accord- 
ing  as  events  should  happen,  put  off  the  grand 
master's  proposal  of  renewing  ihe  ancient  treaties 
of  peace.  The  new  ambassadors  of  the  order  fonsd 
him  more  compliant  at  this  juncture;  that  prince 
bad  enough  to  do  to  defend  himself  against  a  for* 
midable  league  of  Christian  princes,  into  which  the 
king  of  Hungary,  the  famous  John  Huniades,  vaivod 
of  Transilvania,  the  Wallachians,  Scander-beg,kiiig 
of  Albania,  and  even  Usum-Cassan,  king  of  Persiat 
had  entered^  But  of  all  his  enemies,  none  was  so 
terrible  to  him  as  the  king  or  prince  of  Albania. 

Albania,  a  province  of  Europe,  is  situated  nlcog 
the  Gulf  of  Venice;  it  has  on  the  east  Macedonia^ 
of  which  it  was  formerly  a  part,  Epirus  on  the 
south,  and  on  the  north  Servia  and  a  comer  of 
Dalmatia.  Some  high  mountains  divide  it  from 
Epirus;  and  mountains,  marshes,  craggy  rocks,  and 
narrow  passes,  make  it  impassable  for  troops  unac*- 
quainted  with  the  country.  This  advantageous 
situation,  with  the  courage  and  ferocity  of  4hose 
mountaineers,  made  them  terrible  to  their  neigb- 
bours^  especially  to  the  Turks.  Amurath  undertook 
to  subdue  them.  John  Castriot,  who  iXien  reigned 
in  this  country,  defended  himself  for  a  long  time 
with  great  courage,  but  was  forced  at  last  to  yield 
to  forces  superior  to  those  of  his  little  state,  and  to 
save  the  remains  of  his  fortune,  entered  into  a  treaty 
With  the  Turkish  prince;  as  a  pledge  of  his  subjee*. 
jection,  he  was  obliged  to  give  him  his  three  80iis# 
Con^ntme,  George  and  John,  in  hostage.  Amorat'H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THS   KNIGHTS   OF  MALTA.  ]0| 

wHhoQt  any  regard  to  the  faith  of  thia  treaty, 
ordered  them  to  be  circumcised  and  instracted  in 
the  Mahomet«i  law ;  and  the  father  of  these  three 
unfortunate  princes,  hearing  of  their  misfortunes, 
died  of  grief.  Amuratb,  under  pr/stence  of  securing 
the  principality  to  the  children  of  the  above-men- 
tiotted  Albanian  prince,  seized  on  it,  and  put  gars 
riwns  into  all  the  strong  places. 

It  is  mt  known  what  became  of  the  two  eldest 
mns  of  JohnCastriot.  Most  historians  accuse  Amu-  . 
rath  of  poisoning  them ;  others  say  that  he  only  put 
out  their  eyes,  and  incapacitated  them  from  ever 
having  any  heirs^     The  like  fate  was  designed  for  • 
the  third;  but  they  say  Amurath  was  so  charmed 
with  his  agreeable  mien,  and  a  certain  air  of  graur 
daur  that  discovered  itself  already  in  that  young 
prince,  that  he  exempted  him  from  those  punish- 
ments, and  ordered  him  to  be  carefully  brought  up  . 
in  the  Mahometan  religion,  and  in  all  the  exercises 
proper  for  a  soldier. 

.  As  soon  as,  he  was  able  to  bear  arms,  Amurath  ' 
iook  him  with  him  into  the  field:  and,  in  his  very 
first  campaign,  he  performed  actions  of  such  sur-  * 
prising  valour,  that  the  grand  seignior,  by  way  of 
allusion  to  the. name  of  a  great  king  of  Macedonia* 
would  have  him  called  Scander-beg,  that  is,  lor4 
Alexander.  All  the  succeeding  part  of  his  life  cor- 
rcaponded  with  this  favourable  beginning :  whether ' 
he  wa(ii  engaged  in  duels,  or  single  combats  which 
he  ui)dertQok  against  adventurers,  who  chalLengedl 
him  at  the  head  of  armies,  or  else  in  general  battles,  . 
he  fldways  gained  the  honour  of  the  day.     He  soon  . 
became  the^  favourite  of  Amurath,  and  after^wards 
^e  of  hisgenerals ;  but  the  remembrance  of  Albania, 
fv^ch  the  yo^ng  prince  considered,  ap  his  iV^tfz. 
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ntMWs6,  and  a  teertft  niiMsmesi  to  see  him^M  ett^ 
gngtA  in  a  relifton  4itf^re«t  from  that  of  his  aaees* 
Um,  afflfcted  btai  more  than  all  tlie  Imhaii's  fai^out » 
so  that  he  resoWed^  at  any  rate,  to  recover  hti  do« 
nifaiionSy  aiid  return  to  the  Christian  reli^on; 

Seander-beg  being  fixed  in  this  design,  took  tha 
opportunity  when  Amurath's  seeretary  was  in  tiie 
conntry.  He  went  to  him*  drew  him  aride,  and 
hArii^  foreed  him  to  draw  up  letters  patenti  direciect 
to  Ihe  goremor  of  Croia,  the  capital  of  Albania,  by 
wlilch  he  was  ordered  to  deliver  up  the  goTermnent 
of  that  place  to  6c«ider-b^,  he  immediately  stabbed 
^hat  minister,  slew  all  bis  train,  and  advanced  with 
aS  possible  diligence  to  the  gates  of  Crma*  He  waa 
reeeived  into  the  capital  of  Albania  with  aH  tfce 
respect  due  to  the  orders  he  brought;  but,  in  the 
ni(^t,  letting  in  three  hundred  men,  which  he  had 
caused  to  advance  and  post  themselves  privately 
near  the  gates  of  the  city,  he  put  the  Turkish 
governor  and  all  the  garrison  to  the  sword ;  and, 
without  losing  time,  reduced  the  entire  of  Albania. 
Most  of  the  Christian  princes,  his  neighbours,  sent 
to  eoDgratnlate  him  <m  his  good  succesa;  aild  Mio 
Venetians,  who  looked  upon  his  dominions  as  A  bar- 
rier to  the  republic,  supplied  him  with  considerable 
saoia  to  levy  troops. 

There  was  no  want  of  soldiers:  tiie  Albanians,  a 
Wtriike  people,  offered  themselves  in  crowds  to  take 
the  field;  but  of  this  great  number,  which  would 
have  formed  a  considerable  army,  he  chose  oily 
eight  thousand  foot  and  seveii  thousand  horse.  With 
this  small  body  of  troops,  and  the  advantage  <^lhe 
mountains  and  narrow  passes,  with  which  thecountry  • 
abounded,  he  defeated  four  great  ^rmi^  of  the ' 
Tvtto;  ^  ifst  commmded  by  AM,  the  s^ond  b^^ 
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{"aritf-lieg,  and  the  two  othem  by  Mti«tapha  Barfia^ 
Fena  or  Paeha,  m  diffn^ent  avtlion  style  hkn, 
Aararatli,  Mcribii^  tliese  great  losses  to  want  of 
^Mrage  or  eapacity  in  hU  generak,  revolted  to  eoia-> 
maud  hk  troops  in  perflon :  he  marched  at  the  heed 
of  a  formidable  army  to  attack  Seaiider4)eg,  and 
Mdeed  carried  some  places;  bottiie  taking  of  Hiem 
«0Bt  him  flfiore  aoldters  than  the  lom  of  a  battle  would 
have  done.  He  was  attended  ia  thb  expedition  by 
yo^ng  Mahomet,  1ms  sati,  wImM  Tatoor,  -courage 
and  Fcsoiiition,  as  much  as  his  birth,  had  induceS 
him  to  make  him  his  partner  in  the  empire;  intend* 
tag  to  show  his  tsoops,  at  the  same  time,  the  capib- 
tsity  of  aii^d  oaptain^  aad  the  ovdour  and  €tt  of  « 
yonng  conqueror. 

In  the>secoiid  campaign  ^e  two  saltans  prepared 
to  fom  the  siege  of  Croia,  the  csfpital  of  Albania ; 
hut  before  they  undertook  it,  that  they  might  net 
he  disturbed  in  the  execution' of  their  designs,  they 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Yenetiam,  in  whidi 
it  was  ttspt^Ay  stipoiated,  ttiat  the  repuMic  flhould 
hold  no  correspondence  with  the  prince  of  Albama. 
i^rom  the  same  motive,  and  in  order  to  secure  htm** 
self  against  all  apprehensions  fMn  the  fleets  of  ttve 
order,  Amurath  renewed  with  the  grand  master  the 
treaties  of  peace  which  he  had  made  with  his  pre- 
decessor. 

The  siege  of  €roia  proved  unfortunate  to  the 
Turks;  Amuiuth,  after  seeing  part  of^is  army  de- 
stroyed by  the  sudden  attacks  of -Scandeiubeg,  who 
kept  the  field,  was  obKged  to  raise  it.  The  ptinee 
of  Atbania-pursued  hm,  and  cut  to  pieces  tke  best 
.part  of  his  reai*.'  Anmrath,  fretting  &t  the  ill  suc^^ 
cms  of  the  campaign^  and  worn  out  with  Ae  infir* 
mitfes^lf  ag^  feU  siek.  th  waaoarrtedio  Adtiunoplk, 
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where  he  ended  his  daysj  after  a  lingering  illnefli  6^ 
five  or  six  montha.  This  sultan  was  regretted  by 
his  sttlyectSi  and  even  by  the  Christians,  when  they 
came  to  conipaf'e  his  reign  and  conduct  with  that 
of  his  successor,  one  of  the  greatest  conquerors  that 
Europe  and  Asia  ever  sawr  but  at  the  same  time  of 
a  cruel,  perfidious,  and  bloody  nature,  and  whose 
actions  revived  the  hateful  remembrance  of  the 
most  inhuman  tyrant. 

The  necessary  connectbn  of  his  history  with  that 
which  I  write,  and  the  sanguinary  wars  tlbat  he 
jnade  upon  the  order  of  St.  John,  oblige  me  to  give 
a  more  particular  account  of  one  of  its  greater 
enemies.     He  was  a  young  prince,  hardly  twenty*- 
one  years  old,  whom  nature  and  fortune  conspired, 
in  conjunction  with  an  extraordinary  valour,  to 
make  the  terror  of  the  world.    His  ambition  was 
greater  than  his  birth,  and  the  empire  to  which  he 
.was  born.    He  had  very  superior  talents,  immense 
views,  an  admirable  genius  for  distributing,   on 
proper  occasions,  the  execution  of  his  projects;  was 
always  attentive,  always  present  to  events,  and 
.  never  lost  sight  of  the  disposition  and  forces  of  his 
enemies:  his  thirst  after  glory  and  pleasure  was  « 
insatiable,  and  he  abandoned  himself  to  those  abo- 
.  mindble  sensualities,  which  nature  cannot  think  of 
without  horror;  he  had  no  honour,  no  humanity, 
no  religion;  and  esteemed  the  Alcoran  as  little  as 
he  did  the  Gospel:  according  to  his  principles  there, 
were  but  two  divinities  that  deserved  to  be  wor- 
shipped by  men,  fortune  and  valour. 

Such  was  Mahomet  H.,  who  affected  the  title  o£ 
AUBiuch,  or  Mahomet  the  Great,  a  title  which 
posterity  has  continued  to  him.  He  was  worthy- pf 
it,  if  we  judge  of  him  only  hy  hb  copquests;  but  uk 
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monuchs  there  are  virtaet,  ivhich  ought  to  tako 
place  of  yalonr ;  and  a  prince  cannot  be  truly  great 
without  pietj  and  justice,  virtues  if  hich  Mahomet 
bad  no  notion  of,  or  at  least  thought  the  practice  of 
them  fit  only  for  private  men. 

Yet  no  sooner  was  the  death  of  Amurath,  and 
the  advancement  of  Mahomet  IL  upon  the  Ottoman 
throne,  made  public,  but  the  ambassadors  of  the 
emperors  of  Constantinople  and  Trebizond,  and  most 
of  the  Grrecian  and  Eastern  princes,  crowded  to  the 
Porte.  TJhe  graqd  master  sent  brother  Peter  Zinot 
thither,  in  th^  name  of  the  order.  All  these  minis- 
ters, after  making  the  usual  compliments,  pressed 
for  a  confirmation  of  the  dd  alliances  between  the 
princes  their  masters  and  the  Ottoman  house.  Ma- 
homet,  whether  dazzled  with  the  charms  of  absolute 
power,  or  that  he  had  a  mind  to  lull  the  ambassadors 
into  security,  received  them  with  an  afiected  satitf- 
faetioB,  and  teadily  renewed  the  treaties  whic& 
they  desired  to  have  confirmed.  But  as  the  con- 
quest of  Constantinople  was  the  first  aim  of  his  am- 
.biti<m,  he  employed  all  the  next  year  in  making 
the  necessary  preparations  for  so  great  an  enter** 
prise,  and  ui  securing  all  the  avenues  that  led  to 
that  capital  of  the  East,  to  prevent  the  throwing  in 
of  any  soccours  that  the  Greek  emperor  might  ob^ 
t^n,  either  on  the  land  side,  or  by  the  way  of  Pontui 
Enxinus,  or  the  Black  Sea. 

With  this  view  he  caused  a  fort  to  be  erected  ou 
the  European  side  of  the  Bosphorus.  The  emperor 
Constantine,  alarmed  at  this  8tep,.dispatcbed  amba»> 
sadori  to  him,  to  complain  of  it  as  an  infraction  of 
the  treaties  of  peace  so  lately  renewed  betweea 
them.  Mahomet  answered  them  with  seeming  mo^ 
deration,  that  he  bad  only  raiped  that  fort  to,oppoi% 
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tlie  iiicunioM  of  the  knights  df  Rhodei,  vib^  mrrt 
M  niQch  enemies  to  the  Greeks  as  to  tke  Tufltiu 
«nd  to  secure  the  sabjects  of  both  enif  ir«8  ag«iiiit 
the  inroads  of  the  Latins.  Bot  the  ambasHidora 
offering  to  insist  on  the  fiddity^  with  which  the 
^rder  observed  its  treaties^  Mahomet^  transported 
by  the  violence  of  his  teaiper>  ordered  them  to  be 
silent)  and  swore,  ''  That  the  irst  that  should  dare 
Ve  speak  a  word  more  to  him  on  that  ^ubject^  he 
woaid  cause  him  to  be  flayed  aliTe/' 

After  this  declaration  he  «Aered  his  troops  to 
^dvttnce  and  invest  the  capital  of  the  Greek  etnpire  ; 
4ind  they  be^an  to  form  one  of  the  most  remarkaUe 
ateg«s  motioned  in  all  the  history  ^  the  lower 
empire.  The  sifrltan  arrived  in  the  oamp  on  the  2d 
43f  Ap)^il.  They  say »  that  thete  was  at  least  thvee 
littkuired  Iheqsiinid  men  in  Ms  army,  without  leekai^ 
•sn^  B  liirge  fleet,  cov^isting^  of  two  haMhred  and. 
Hfty  v^Mete  of  di ffeHsnt  bulks>  whioh  h^A  Ufienity- 
ftur  tkouMnd  men  on  board.  All  the  feme  tha« 
•^ey  eould  musteir  «p  i«i  CoMStaiMinople,  to  oppose 
MTch  formidable  forces,  her^y  amounted  te>iic«hott^ 
^a«id  Oreeks  nmder  arms,  said  about  three  thousand 
teen,  eoniistin^  of.  foreign  troops  amd  vohnnteenb 
iwhioh  may  well  appear  iMrpriiKng*,  H!oniide|4i)g  the 
^ttUtem  of  the  city,  mid  die  prodigious  AttnriMir  <€ 
4«9  inhabitants.  Bnt  these  were  none  of  the  old 
Greeks,  so  renowned  in  anti<{nity  ftir  their  vnkmr, 
stud  the  love  cf  their  country;  all  their  genins  waa 
I»)^'tll1^ne^  entir^  to  eotnftierce :  Oenstautiaople 
il»<as  ^arcely  filled  with  any  ^ing  bnt  meMhants, 
Without  teclcon^  a  large  imeffber  of  eals^s  and 
smuhs,  tnoM  6f  th^m  eotetons  wretch^,  whoi  rather 
timi  ^SMlst  their  sovereign,  beried  their  money  in 
IMrtttite  places;  so  that  it  is  rto  great  wonder^  if 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   XHMim.  Ot  MAI^TA,  107 

CiQil8tabtine»  dertitate  of  troops  ind  succours^  coald 
Ml  hM  o«t  hng  agtinst  the  efiWts  of  the  iDfldek. 
NotmAirtaadtn^  all  the  rtsUtaiice  of  the  besieged, 
Ae  city  vas  taken  by  storm  the  forty-second  day  of 
the  siege.  The  emperor  chose  rather  to  he  killed  in 
^efencUng  his  r^igion  and  his  crown^  than  to  fall* 
alive  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels* 

Perhaps  there  never  vas  seen  a  more  melancholy 

spectacle  than  what  passed  at  the  taking  of  thia 

city.  Above  forty  thousand  were  put  to  the  sword, 

an^  sixty  thousand  sold  for  slaves;  nothing  escaped 

die  fury  and  avarice  of  the  soldiery.    The  women 

detested  the  fruitfnlness  which  had  made  them  mo* 

there,  and  lamented  bitterly  the  fate  of  the  young 

children  which  they  carried  in  their  arms.    Here  a 

numberless  nmltitude  of  young  maidens  was  to  be, 

seen,  fearful,  and  faoltering  in  their  pace,  ^ho,  not 

knowing  where  to  go,  wandered  like  poor  strangen^s 

in  the  very  bosom  of  their  country ;  and,  while  they 

were  in  quest  of  their  parents,  fell  into  an  abyss  of 

misfortunes,  and  into  the  hands  of  barbarians,  from 

whom  they  suflfbred  a  treatment  more  shocking  than 

the  roost  cruel  executions.    Their  tears  and  cries, 

which  reached  the  heavens,  could  not  move  the 

heart  of  the  indolent  vanquiriier;  and  the  meanest  of 

the  Turks  had  an  accomplished  beauty  for  his  prey, 

though  often  taken  from  htm  by  another  Turk, 

eitlier  stronger  than  himself,  or  of  greater  authority 

in  the  army.     Most  of  those  barbarians  set  their 

prisoners  to  sale,  but  the  men  of  quality,  the  princes 

and  oflScers,  who  were  taken  in  arms,  were  executed 

by  the  sultan's  orders;  none  escaped  his  cruelty  but 

the  handsomest  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  whom 

he  reserved  for  the  abominations  of  his  seraglio. 

It  vas  ^hus  that  a  jo^ng  Greek  lad^  of  hpble 
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birth,  called  Irene,  hardly  seventeen  years  old,  fell 
into  his  hands.  A  basha  had  just  made  her  hta 
slave,  bat  being  struck  with  her  exquisite  beauty, 
thought  her  a  present  worthy  oF  the  sultan.  The 
£ast  had  never  before  given  birth  to  so  charming  a 
creature ;  her  charms  were  irresistible,  and  triumphed 
over  the  savage  heart  of  Mahomet ;  rough  as  he  was, 
he  was  forced  to  yield ;  he  abandoned  himself  entirely 
to  thb  new  passion;  and,  in  order  to  have  fewer 
avocations  from  his  amorous  assiduities,  he  passed 
several  days  without  permitting  his  ministers  and 
the  principal  officers  of  his  army  to  see  him.  Irene 
followed  him  afterwards  to  Adrianople :  it  was  here 
he  fixed  the  residence  of  the  young  Greek.  As  for 
himself,  on  whatever  side  war  might  oblige  him  to 
^o,  he  would  often,  in  the  midst  of  th^  most  impor- 
tant expeditions,  leave  the  conduct  of  them  to  his 
{generals,  and  hurry  away  to  return  to  Irene. 

It  was  not  long  before  it  was  visible  that  war  was 
no  longer  his  reigning  passion;  the  soldiers,  who 
were  inured  to  plunder,  and  used  to  find  booty  in 
following  him,  murmured  at  this  change.  These 
murmurs  spread  and  became  epidemical;  the  officers 
AS  well  as  the  soldiers  complained  of  his  effeminate 
life;  yet  his  wrath  was  so  terrible,  that  no  one  durst 
tmdertake  to  speak  to  him  on  that  subject.  At  last, 
as  the  discontents  of  the  soldiery  were  just  gcing 
to  break  out,  M ustapha  basha,  having  regard  only 
to  the  fidelity  which  he  owed  his  master,  was  the 
first  that  gave  him  notice  of  the  discourses  which 
the  janizaries  held  publicly  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
glory.  The  sultan  continued  for  some  time  in  a 
isullen  and  deep  silence,  as  if  he  was  considering, 
what  resolution  he  should  take,  and  only  answered^, 
by  ordering  him,  under  the  pretence  of  a  review,  to^ 
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ffimmon  the  bashas  to  assemble  the  next  daj»  with 
all  his  guards,  and  the  troops  that  were  posted  about 
the  city ;  after  which  he  went  into  the  apartment  of 
Irene,  and  stayed  with  her  till  the  following  day. 

Never  did  that  young  princess  appear  so  charm- 
ing in  his  eyes;  never  had  the  prince  given  her 
such  tender  marks  of  his  loye  before :  and  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  bestow  a  new  lustre  on  her  beauty,  ho 
desired  her  women  to  exert  all  their  art  and  skill 
in  dressing  her.  When  she  was  thus  adjusted  to  ap- 
pear in  public,  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  led 
)ier  into  the  middle  of  the  assembly,  when  throwing 
aside  the  veil  which  covered  her  face,  he  demand«r 
ed  haughtily  of  the  bashas  that  stood  round  him,  if 
they  had  ever  seen  such  a  beauty  ?  All  the  officers^ 
like  good  courtiers,  were  lavish  of  their  praises,  and 
congratulated  him  on  his  happiness.  Upon  which, 
Mahomet,  taking  the  fair  Greek  by  the  hair  with 
one  hand,  and  drawing. his  scymitar  with  the  othef, 
cut  off  her  head  at  one  stroke,  then  turning  to  the. 
grandees  of  the  court,  **  This  sword,"  says  he, 
with  a  wild  arjd  furious  air,  'f  can,  when  I  please, 
cut  asunder  the  bonds  of  love/' 

The  whole  assembly  was  seized  with  horror,  and» 
shuddered  at  the  sight:  the  dread  they  were  seized, 
with,  of  being  treated  in  the  same  manner,  made 
the  most  cautious  tremble :  every  one  thought  he 
saw  the  fatal  scymitar  lifted  over  his  own  head;; 
font  if  they  escaped  his  blood-thirsty  temper  at' that- 
moment,  it  was  only  to  execute  his  vengeance  the 
better.  Mustapha,  as  a  reward  of  his  faithful  ad- 
vice, was  first  sacrificed,  and  that  on  a  slight  pre- 
tence ;  he  caused  him  to  be  strangled  in  the  serac^Uo ;, 
and  in  the  long  wars  in  which  he  was  ai'terwarda 
«^ogaged^  and  which  lasted  as  lo;ig  as  his  rei^^  h% 
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had  the  cruel  pleature  of  dupatching  moist  of  the  - 
janizaricfl  one  after  another^  who,  by  their  Bedittooi 
cries,  had  iatermptedhis  pleasures,  and  awakened 
his  fury. 

This  prince  had  scarcely  been  six  months  in  pos- 
session of  Constantinople*  when,  imagining  that  all  * 
the  princes  of  Asia  ought  to  submit  to  his  power, 
he  began  with  the  knights  of  Rhodes ;  his  demands 
upon  them  sufficiently  decUriiig  his  pretensions.  Ht 
sent  an  ambassador,  or  rather  a  herald,  to  the 
grand  master,  summoning  him  to  own  him  for  his 
sovereign,  and  send  into  his  treasury  a  yearly  tri-* 
bnte  of  2000  ducats.  Upon  his  reAisal,  the  atnbas- 
fador  had  orders  to  denounce  war  against  him,  and 
declare,  that  the  sultan,  his  master,  was  resolved  in 
person  to  fall  upon  all  the  isles  of  the  order  with  his 
inyincible  forces* 

The  grand  master,  after  advising  with  the  conn* 
eil,  answered  him,  that  his  order  was  composed  of 
m  body  of  military  religious,  who,  as  such,  depended 
by  their  profession  on  the  sovereign  pontiff  of  the 
Christians ;  that  their  ancestors  had,  b^  their  valotir. 
and  at  the  expense  of  their  bloody  made  a  conquest 
of  Rhodes  and  the  neighbouring  islands,  the  sove* 
reignty  of  which  no  prince  asyet  had  disputed  with 
them ;  that  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  grand 
mastership,  this  sovereignty  was  pot  in  trust  into 
his  hands;  that  he  was  accountable  for  it  to  hii 
brothers  and  their  successors,  and  that  he  would  sa- 
criBce  his  life  with  pleasure  rather  than  do  the  least 
thing  to  prejudice  the  independency  and  liberty  of 
$he  order. 

This  wise  grand  master  and  his  council,  not 
doubting  but  so  resolute  an  answer  would  be  soon 
attended  b^  the  sul(an*s  iuTasion  pf  their  territorief^ 
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applied  to  the  princes  of  Christendom^  though  they 
'  took  this  step  rather  with  a  view  of  having  nothing^ 
lirherewith  ih^y  n^igt^t  reproach  themselves^  than 
out  of  any  hopes  of  a  speedy  And  eJQ^ectual  succour* 
The  commander  d'Aubusson,  of  the  language  of 
Auvefg^e,  descended  from  one  of  the  most  noble 
and  ancient  houses  of  laMarche^  was  appointed 
ambassador  to  Charlei  VIL  then  upon  the  throne  of 
France*     The  grand  master  knowing  his  zeal  for 
the  ocder^  made  choice  of  him  for  that  commission^ 
.  and  tit  proved  the  last  action  of  his  mastership.    He 
died  in  a  very  old-age,  after  having  governed 
-^^hedes  in  diffici^lt  and  tempestuous  times,  with 
e^psal  prudence  ^nd  courage. 


BOOK  vn: 

BROTHER  Jameii  de  Milly,  grand  prior    of 
'  Anvergne,  succeeded  the  grand  master  de  JLastic, 
Junel,  1454.     He  was  tUen  at  his  priory.     They 
dis|iatGhed,the  chevalier  de  Boisrond  his  nephew  to 
him,  to  carry  to  ^m  the  act  of  his  election.  In  this 
dispatch  the  council  represented  how  important  it 
was  for  the  good  of  the  order^  that  he  should  re**- 
pair  imniediately  to  Rhodes.    In  the  same  letter 
they  insinuated^  that  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  re^ 
Qommeodations  of  princes  in  favour  of  some  young 
knigbtSt  and, not  prejudice  the  rights  of  seniority,  it 
would  be  proper  for  pxtA  to  make  an  early  declara* 
tioQ,  that  he  would,  gr^nt  no  favour  l>efore  he  had 
t&ken  posse8si€in«of  hi^  dignity  in  Rhodes,  and  the  ' 
oaths  usually  tendered  to  the  grand  masters  at  such 
tdlemnities* 

Th^  prince  paid  9  just  deference  to  this  advice. 
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set  out  immediately  Tor  Rhodes,  and  arrive<l  there 
on  August  20,  1454.  His  presence  was  indeed 
Verjf  necessary.  Mahomet,  the  haughtiest  and 
proudest  man  breathing,  enraged  at  the  resolute 
answer  that  the  knights  made  his  ambassador, 
vowed  their  ruin,  and  the  destruction  of  Rhodes: 
and,  out  of  his  eagerness  to  be  revenged,  had  sent 
thirty  galleys,  as  the  harbingers  of  his  fury,  who 
ravaged  the  coasts  of  the  isles  of  the  order. 

Of  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  whom  his  ambi- 
tion made  him  look  upon  as  his  enemies,  there  was 
none  more  odious  to  him,  or  whom  he  suffered  more 
impatiently  in  the  midst  of  his  territories,  than  the 
grand  masters  of  Rhodes.  He  intended  the  year 
following  to  fall  upon  that  isle,  and  extirpate  the 
whole  order  of  St  John:  but  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
fer that  enterprise  npon  news  of  a  powerful  league 
that  was  formed  against  him  for  the  defence  of 
llungary.  Pope  Calixtns  HI.  was  the  head  of  it ; 
'  and  besides  the  king  of  Hungary,  he  had  engaged 
in  it  successively,  Alphonsus  king  of  Arragon^ 
Philip  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  republics  of  Venice 
and  Genoa,  the  new  grand  master  of  Rliod^s,  and 
several  princes  of  Italy. 

Charles  VII.  king  of  France,  was  strongly  solicit- 
ed by  a  legate,  whom  the  pope  had  sent  on  purpose, 
to  Join  his  forces  with  those  of  the  allies.  The  pon- 
tifFioo,  upon  that  prince's  appearing  averse  to  leave 
his  dominions,  had  wrote  to  him  in  imperious  terms; 
but  those  times  were  now  no  more,  when  popes,, 
either  out  of  a  true  2eal  for  religion,  or  political 
views,  could  easily  carry  their  point,  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  crusades  and  holy  wars,  of  ba* 
nishiug  emperors  and  other  sovereigns  into  the 
farthest  parts  of  the  East    The  king  of  France 
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slighted  menaces  that  came  disguised  under  the 
mask  of  pious  exhortations.  However^  as  he  was  a 
truly  religious  prince^  though  he  was  stiU  on  his 
guard  against  the  English,,  whom  hehad  driven  out 
of  France,  and  that  the  ambition  of  the  dauphin  his 
eon  gave  him  great  uneasiness,  he  nevertheless  pre- 
sented the  commander  d' Aubusson^  whom  the  grand 
master  had  sent  to  desire  succours  from  him,  with 
considerable  sums,  which  Were  employed  either  in 
buying  up  arms,  or  finishing  the  new  fortifications 
of  the  town  of  Rhodes. 

Whilst  the  allies  were  arming,  and  bringing  their 
forces  slowly  to  the  rendezvous,  Mahomet,  after  se- 
veral feints,  fell  on  the  town  of  Belgrade,  that 
Amurath  had  formerly  besieged  to  no  purpose, 
^hich  made  this  prince  desirous  out  of  an  emulation 
of  glory,  of  surprising  or  carrying  it  by  force.  This 
•  important  place  is  situated  upon  a  point  of  land,  in 
a  sort  of  peninsula,  formed  4>yi; wo  rivers,  by  the 
Danube  to.  the  north,  and  the  Save  to  the  west, 
Hnniades,'one  of  the  greatest  captains  of  Christen- 
dom, and  the  only  man  of  his  time  to  be  compared 
with  Scaader-Beg,  lay,  during  all  the  time  of  the 
siege,  intrenched  with  a  body  of  Hungarians  on  the 
.north  bank  of  the  Danube.  Mahomet,  to  make 
himself  master  of  the  river  before  Belgrade,  and  to 
cut  oflT  the  communication  of  the  Christian  camp 
with  the  place,  had  formed  a  sort  of  semicircle  of 
saicks  and  brigantines  fastened  together,  which  oc- 
cupied the  spaee  both  above  and  below  the  city. 
tHuniades,  to  break  through  this  inclosure,  and 
throw  succours  into  the  place,  fitted  out  a  great 
number  of  vessels  of  diflferent  bulks,  and,  putting 
his  bravest  and  most  resolute  soldiers  on  board,  goes 
himself  at  their  head^  falls  down  the  stream^  attacks 
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the  infidels  fleet,  leaps  fisrt  into  the  eofperor's  gH^ 
liot,  takes  it,  and  followtd  by  the  H«Rgarian  offi-* 
cers,  who  commanded  the  land  forces,  breaks  the 
inclosure,  disperses  the  little  ressels  tha.t  (armed  it, 
sinks  part  of  them,  seizes  on  others,  pots  the  tioops 
on  board  them  to  the  sword,  and  eaters  into  the  port, 
/dragging  after  him  the  shattered  remains  of  the 
Tuikish  fleet.  This  lord  hj  his  ipr^ence,  raised 
ihe  courage  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants,  and 
addressing  himself  tothem :  "  I  am  c^mie/'  says  he, 
"  in  company  with  these  brave  aoldiersy  resolved 
cither  to  live  or  die  with  you,  and  1  will  either  save 
the  place,  or  bury  myself  in  its  ruins. 

This  great  man,  during  the  whoU  .siege,  per- 
formed all  the  functibnaof  a  wise  captainaod a  re- 
solute soldier.    He  was  general,  governor,*  ci^m- 
mander  of  the  fleet  and  artillery  at  one  and  the"'^. 
same  time;  the  Turks  met  with  him  at  all  the  posts 
they  attacked;  they  saw  him  in  like  maimer  at  the 
head  of  all  the  salHes  that  were  made.    .{They  say, 
that  in  one  of  these  sallies  he  killed:. ao  less  than 
twelve  enemies  with  his  awn  hand  «*^  but  as  these 
little  advantages  were  not  any  ways,  decisive,  and 
as  Mahomet  was  still  advancing  his  worjcs,  he  saw 
plainly,  that  nothing  but  an  engagement  and  a 
battle  could  sav.e  the  pfacev  He  the? efisre  caused  the 
f^arrison,  the  troops  that  he  brought  with  him,  and 
the  bravest  of  Ihe  inhabitants,  ta  fmtc  themselves 
under  arms :  then  made  cboids  of  .the  bravest  ef 
them,  and  out  of  these  troops  formed  a  considerable 
body,  put  himselfat  their  head,  and  fell  into  the 
eneipies  trehchelk  sword  in  hand.  A.;  B^  1456.    He 
at  firs^  cut  all  those  to  pieces  that  stood  in  his  way; 
but  the  Turks  soon  ralliedi'  ^Neves  had  the  Chris- 
tians and  infideli^(attg4>t  uith.^eatsr^eourage  and 
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obstinacy."'  Hhfiiades^  reeolved  either  to  vanquish 
or  die>  provoked  at  so  long  a  resistance,  throws 
himself  into 'the  thickest  battalions  of  the  etiemy^ 
and  obliges  the  infidels  to  retire  in  disorder.     Ma* 
hornet' himself  ranstotlieir  soccour,  and  at  the  head 
of  ttiose  invincible  legions  of  janizaries^  which 
formed  the^trengthof  his  army  and  empire,  charges  . 
the  CbriMlaus,  and  kills  one  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  Hungarians  with  hia  own  hand^  but  at  the 
same'Mme  ho  received  a  deep  wound  in  the  thigh, 
which  disabled  him«  The  cdmbat  however  still  lasted 
with  th«'  saihe  fury.    Huniades  made  new  efforts, 
drove  them  fVom  their  batteries,  and  turned  the 
cannon  4 gainst  the  tents  of  ^  the  sultan.    But  the 
ChristiM  general,  seeing  a  body  of  spahi  advancing 
to  cut  off  his  retreat,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
drive  the  Turks,  by  to(>  obstinate  an  engagement, 
t'oade^p^ir  thatis  frequently  more  formidable  than 
their  ordinary  valour,  but  contenting  himself  with 
the  advantages  he  had  gained,  re-entered  triiim- 
phaMly  into  Belgrade,  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
his  sdldlers,  whb  d^a^^ed  dfter  them  a  grcfat  num- 
ber of  ptisoneris. 

The  sultan  was  immediately  informed  of  the  issue 
of  the  combat.  They  could  not  conceal  from  him,} 
that  the  first  bashas  of  his  court,  the  vitir,  the  aga 
of  the  janizaries,  and  the  principal  officers  of  that 
body  of  Iroops  were  killed:  that  the  cannon  wa^ 
nailed  tip,  and  the  baggage  taken.  It  is  said,  that 
At  this  ill  news,  so  contrary  to  his  expectation,  he 
tailed  for  poison  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  vtexa-^ 
tion.  It  is  certain  however,  that  he  lost  above  90,€00 
meti  of  his  best  troops,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to 
Iodise  the  rtege,  August  6,  145Q,  and  retire  to  Con- 
D^antinople  wi^h  pecipHatioih 
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To  increase  his  pain,  he  receWed  advice^  thai  the 
heights  of  Rhodes,  in  order  to  make  a  divernoa 
during  the  campaign,  had  ravaged  the  coasts  of  his 
dominions,  blocked  up  his  ports,  done  infinite  da- 
mage to  the  commerce  of  his  subjects,  and  secured 
that  of  the  Christians.  The  sultan,  to  be  revenged, 
put  to  sea  a  strong  fleet,  having  18,000  land  forces 
<m  board,  ordering  them  to  destroy  all  the  isles  of 
the  order  with  fijre  and  sword.  The  admiral  landed 
first  in  the  island  of  Coos  or  Lango.     He  there  be? 
sieged  a  fortified  castle,  called  Landimachio.    The 
Turks  battered  the  place  with  a  great  train  of  can* 
non  and  mortars,  and  having  made  a  breach,  ad- 
vanced in  crowds  to  the  assault.     They  flattered 
themselves,  that  they  should  carry  the  castle  with- 
out much  opposition,'  but  they  met  with  a  number 
of  knights  on  the  breach,  who  drove  them  hack; 
and  by  rolling  down  great  stones,  and  throwing 
boiling  oil  and  melted  lead  upon  the  besiegers,  laid 
the  bravest  of  them  dead  at  the  foot  of  the  walls. 
A  seasonable  sally,  following  this  defence,  put  an 
end  to  the  dispute,  aqd  caused  so  much  trouble  and 
disorder  in  the  infidel  troops,that  they  re-embarked 
with  more  precipitation  and  eagerness  than  they  had 
run  to  the  assault. 

The  general,  not  daunted  with  this  ill  success, 
thought  he  should  be  more  lucky  against  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  island  Simia  or  Apes.  He  invested 
the  castle,  and,  to  save  his  men,  carried  on  the  siege 
by  sap,  running  his  mines  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the 
place.  But  his  design  being  timely  discovered,  wag 
prevented  by  the  knights,  who,  making  counter-? 
nines,  defeated  his  attempt,  and  advancing  sword 
in  hand,  cut  the  miners  and  the  troops  that  supported 
them  to  pieces,  and  forced  the  infidels  to  re-epbarl^ 
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From  thence  they  stood  for  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and 
landing  some  soldiers,  the  admiral  ordered  them  to 
march  with  all  possible  secrecy  into  the  country,  tp 
see  what  guard  they  kept  in  the  island,  and  wher 
ther  there  were  any  troops  along  the  coast. 

These  spies  went  a  good  way  up  into  the  country 
without  being  discovered ;  every  thing  appeared 
l)uxie4  in  a  profound  calm,  and  without  the  least 
4istrust;    and  likewise  found,  that  a  town  at  no 
great  distance,  called  Archangel, ye^y  well  peopled^ 
and  the  richest  of  the  island,  was  in  a  sorry  condi- 
tion for  defence ;  thereupon  they  made  the  signals 
which  the  admiral  had  directed.    The  general  imr 
mediately  put  all  his  infantry  into  flat-bottome4 
vessels,  and,  landing  them,  the  infidels  marched 
straight  to  the  town,  surprised  the  inhabitants,  slew 
all  that  opposed  them,  and  made  slaves  of  the  rest; 
1)ut,  fearing  to  be  attacked  by  all  the  forces  of  the 
order,  the  Turkish  admiral,  after  ravaging  the  open 
country,  re-embarked  in  great  haste.     He  did  the 
like  execution  in  the  isles  of  Lerro,  Calamo,  Nissaro, 
Lango  and  Simla,  which  he  visited  again  on  his  re- 
turn from  Rhodes.  As  those  isles  were  most  of  them 
defenceless,  he  ravaged  the  country,  rooted  up  the 
vines,  cut  down  the  fruit  trees,  carried  oflF  all  the 
inhabitants  that  he  could  surprise,  and,  after  having 
left  marks  of  his  cruelty  wherever  he  went,  re- 
turned back  to  Constantinople.    He  presented  Ma- 
homet with  a  great  number  of  slaves,  which  he  had 
made  in  his  expedition:   the  sultan  viewed  them 
with  a  barbarous   pleasure,  as  what  gratified  his 
rage  against  the  knights:  he  left  them  only  the 
choice  of  dying  or  abjuring  their  religion.    Several 
were  weak   enough  to  do  the   latter,   and^these 
wretches,  turning  Mahometans,  served  for  guides  t^ 
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the  comirs  that  infested  the  several  isles  of  the  order. 
Brother  Johii  de  Chatenieuf,  of  the  language  of 
Provence,  con^mander  of  tj 8ez  in  the  priory  of  St, 
'Giles,  and  bailiff  of  the  isles' of  Lango,  Lerro  and 
Calamo,  finding  them  in  a  miserable  condition,  sur- 
rendered the  government  of  them  to  the  order,  ^h6« 
in  a  general  chapter,  desired  the  grand  master  ta 
undertake  the  re-peopling  of  them :  and,  to  prevent 
the  like  surprises,  the  ftame  chapter  iQ|rdered,  that 
%fty  knights  should  constantly  reside  in  the  castle 
of  St.  Peter;  that  five-and-twenty  should  be  kept 
in  the  isle  of  Lango;  that  forty  more  should  be  put 
on  board  the  guard-pgalley,  which  was  alwajs  kept 
in  the  port  of  Rhodes;  and  the  grand  master  him* 
$elf  took  care  to  have  a  fort  biiilt  in  the  town  ojT 
Archangel  for  the  security  of  the  inhstbitants. 

The^e  precautions  were  the 'more  necessary,  for 
besides  the  war  which  the  order  was  engaged  in 
against  the  Turks,  they  were  on  the  point  ofcbming 
to  a'rupture  with  the  soldan  of  Egypt,  a  neighbour* 
ing  potentate,  no  less  formidable  than  Mahomet, 
The  grand  master  had  just  received  a  ^pressing 
letter  from  Louis  of  Savoy,  king  of  thje  ble  of 
CypVus,  in  right  of  queen  Charlotte  of  Lusigniaii  his 
wife,  in  which  he  begged.the  succour  and  protec- 
tion of  the  order  against  the  enterprises  of  a  bastard 
of  the  house  of  Lusigtian,  who,  by  help  of  the  credit 
that  he  had  Ht  the  soldan's  court,  pretended  to 
make  himsielf  master  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  order  possessed  great 
estates,  and  even  some  towns  and  considerable  for- 
tresses ih  that  pla6e;  so  that  nothing  could  pass  in 
a  civil  war  betweeil  the  queen  and  the  bastard,  bu^ 
the  grand  master  must  be  obliged  to  concern  hjm-: 
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in  order  to  have  a  right  notion  of  these  reciprocal 
pretensions,  we  must  observe^  that  John  de  Lusignan^ 
the  last  "king  of  Cyprus,  left*no  heir  to  his  dominions 
bnt  a'  youii^  princess,  called  Charlotte,  whom  he 
had  by  Helena  Faleologus,  his  second  wife.  He 
was  aa  effeminate  prince,  of  a  weak  constitution^ 
almost  an'  idiot,  incapable  of  governing,  and  the 
meanest  man  in  the  nation  was  better  versed  in  the 
affairs  of  his  kingdom  than  himself*  The  whole 
authority  remained  in  the  person  of  the  queen,  who 
was  governed  by  her  nurse's  son,  an  absolute  mi-* 
nister,  that  disposed  of  the  govjemment  as  he  pleased, 
and  made  the  most  he  could  of  all  the  posts,  dig** 
nilies,  and  revenues  of  the  crown. 

A  period  was  put  to  this  unjust  administration 
by  the  princess's  marriage  with  Johii  of  Portugal^ 
diike  of  Coimbra.  This  prince  being,  in  right  of  hit 
wife,  presumptive  heir  of  the  crown,  was  for  enter- 
ing upon  the  exercise  of  thie  rights,  which  th&  king, 
his  father-ill-law,  had  'neglected.  The  imperious 
minister  opposed  it,  but  the  princess  party  prevailed ; 
atid  the  minister,  fearing  his  resentment,  took  re- 
fuse at  Famagusta,  which  had  been  long  in  the 
po^^ssion  of  the  Genoese.  His  mother,  to  revenge 
the  banishment  of  her  son^'  got  the  Portuguese  prince  ' 
poisoned.  On  his  death  the  minister  returned  to 
court,  aiid  resumed  his  former  authority  in  that 
plac^:  he  resumed,  at  the  same  time,  all  his  pride: 
and  whether  a  thirst  of  revenge,  or  the  haughtiness 
of  Ills  temper  wds  the  motive,  or  else,  as  it  generally 
happens  to  meii  of  his  stamp,  his  head  was  turned 
with  the  exalted  height  of  his  fortune^  he  kept  no 
measures  with  the  widow  of  the  duke  of  Coimbra: 
I  he  even  indnstriously  sought  all  occasions  of  doing 
her  ill  offices  with  the  queeii^  her  mother. 
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The  princess^  enraged  at  his  haughty  and  insolent 
conduct,  Ci^m plained  of  it  to  James  de  Lusignan, 
h^  natural  brother,  who  was  nominated  to  the 
archbishopric  of  Nicosia,  the  capital  of  the  island, 
though  not  yet  in  holy  orders.  He  was  a  man  that 
had  abandoned  jliimself  to  ambition,  one  who  never 
stopped  at  any  crime  to  gain  his  ends,  naturally 
close,  cruel  in  cold  blood,  and,  wherever  his  interest 
was  concerned^  capable  of  a  premeditated  assassi- 
nation. 

"This  bastard,  during  the  life  of  the  duke  of  Coim- 
bra,  whose  courage  and  capacity  he  feared,  never 
intermeddled  in  public  afiairs,  con6ning  himself 
entirely  to  the  business  of  his  office;  but  the  death 
df  the  Portuguese  prince  gave  new  life  to  his  am- 
bition, and  he  fancied  it  not  impossible  for  him  to 
make  his  way  to  the  throne,  or  at  least  to  get  into 
the  ministry;  in  order  to  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  the  hursc^s  son  from  the  direction  of  affairs. 

James,  under  pretence  of  revenging  the  rn^lts 
offered  to  the  princess,  stabbed  him  with  his  own 
hatnd.  He  was  in  hopes  of  succeeding  him  in  his 
employment,  but  the  queen's  wrath  would  not  allow 
him  to  appear  at  court.  He  fled  privately  to  the 
house  of  a  noble  Venetian,  his  particular  friend, 
c<alled  Mark  Cornaro,  a  rich  and  powerful  man,  who 
had  considerable  possessions  in  the  island;  but  not 
thinking  himself  secure  in  that  place  against  the 
resentment  of  an  offended  queen,  he  went  to  Rhodes, 
and  wrote  from  thence  to  the  pope,  to  desire  a  con?- 
firmation  of  his  dignity  of  archbishop. 

The  queen,  who  was  afraid  of  his  subtle  and 
crifty  genius,  traversed  his  designs  at  Rome.  The 
bastard,  incensed  at  her  opposition,  carried  things 
to  the  utmost  lengths,  and  laying  aside  all  thoughts 
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of  the  archbishopric,  collected  a  number  of  baaditti, 
returned  to  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  arrived  at  Nicosia^ 
formed  a  strong  party,  destroyed  his  enemies  and 
all  that  could  pretend  to  the  ministry  and  govern* 
ment,  and  seized,  in  spite  of  the  queen,  upon  the 
forces  and  revenue  of  the  kingdom.  That  princess 
prudently  dissembled  at  an  usurpation  which  she 
was  not  able  to  oppose :  she  had  no  remedy  left  but 
in  a  second  marriage  of  her  daughter :  she  contracted 
her  to  Lewis,  son  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  arrived 
soon  after  in  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  with  a  fleet  and  a 
body  of  land  forces  on  board.  All  the  bastard  had 
now  to  do  was,  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  out  of 
the  island,  and  he  fled  for  refuge  to  the  court  of  the 
soldan  at  Grand  Cairo. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  and  queen  dying 
within  a  few  days  of  one  another,  the  prince  and 
princess  of  Savoy  were  proclaimed  king  and  queen 
of  Cyprus,  and,  as  such,  were  crowned  with  great 
solemnity.  The  bastard  of  Lusignan,  as  soon  as  he 
received  the  news,  sent  one  of  his  creatures  to  Con- 
stantinople, to  desire  Mahomet's  interest  with  the 
soldan;  and,  as  usurpers  stop  at  nothing,  his  agent 
offered,  in  his  name,  to  pay  the  grand  seignior  the 
same  tribute  that  was  paid  the  Egyptian  prince  out 
of  Cyprus.  The  bastard  found  means,  at  the  same 
time,  by  great  presents^  to  engage  the  soldan's  son 
and  three  of  his  principal  ministers  in  his  interest,  . 
who  did  not  fail  representing  to  him,  that  if  he 
would  grant  the  investiture  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
bastard,  he  would  double  the  tribute  which  his 
father  used  to  pay  in  hia  life  time. 

This  intrigue,  of  which  king  Lewis  had  notice 
from  his  ambassador  at  Grand  Cairo,  was  the  occa-< 
iion  of  his  writing  immediately  to  the  grand  master^ 
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to  desire  hig  advice  and  assistance  iil  such  an  impdr-^ 
tant  jmicture;  Th)B  order  had,  for  along  t?rae,  beert ' 
a  protector  to  all  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Lu- 
st^ian.  The  grand  master,  as  soon  ai^he  refcei'^ed' 
the  king's  letters,  sent  brother  John  Delphin,  com- 
mander of  Mhsara,  to  Grand  Cairo,  to  traverse  the 
bastard's  pretensions  aiid  intrigues. 

This  ambassador  represented  to  the  soldail,  that 
tKc  isle  of  Cyprns  being  a  feudatory  of  his  crown, 
he  was  obliged,^  in  justice^  to  ^iipport  the  lawful  ' 
rights  of  tha  late  tingTs  h^irs.'agailist  aa  ambitious  ' 
man  that  was  offering  to'intdde  them;  that  these 
heirs,  beurg  his'Tassiils,''wdtild  be  eta^t  in  paying 
the  tribute  laid'  upon  thd  island;  and  )[>re6erve  an  ^ 
inviolable  fidelity  to  him,  for  whibh'th^  whbt^.  order  ' 
would  freely  be  responsible.  The  ambassdAor'i  dex- 
terity, andsome  pr^sehtl^prdpetl'y  distributed 'imbng  ' 
those^rbariatfS,  began  to  incline  thenpf  to' tile  juster 
aide,  when 'ah  aiAbassadof^  arrived  from*!l\fih*otaet, 
who  represented  to  the  soMan,  thaft  it  Vas'the  in- 
terest of  all  trtri  MiSsttilm^ii'to'hmder  the  prince  of 
Sav6y,  or  any  Latin  prince  whatever,  from  settling 
iir  ihc  Levairt     Hfe  urged  furtlier,  that  he  shionld 
look  upon  all  that  favoured  them  as  his  enemies; 
that  in  case  he  grairtcd  the  investiture  of  Cy^rtis  to 
a  Latm  prinde,  he  ought'  to  'be  afraid  of  raising  an 
insurrection  in  his  ^wn  domrinions;  an'd^  if  he  i^ta 
not  sttong  enou'gh  to  drive  tb6  dtifce  of  Savoy^s  soii 
out  of  the  island,  he  offered  him  the  assistance  of 
bis  own  forceff,  and' would' Wen  allov^  him,  with   . 
phasuYe,  to  make*use  of  them  to  clear  the  isle  of 
Rhodes  of  the  kntghtS;  who  were  all  Latins  by 
extraction,  and  irreconcileabl6  enemies*  to  their 
pftphi?t.  \ 
.The  Egyptian  yielded  to  remonstrances  that  had 
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>ke  air  of  a  threat^  ^nd  vhich  came  from  a  prince, 
yrhose^cms  ^nd  ^e^enfment  no  pne  at  that  tiiine 
cared  :to;  draw  upon  hiipsyeir.  The  inyestiture  was 
j^ant^d  to  the  bastard  of  rLusignan^  and  the  sol^lan* 
to  .settle  hip  on  the  ,throue,  sent  him  back  with  a 
strong.i^rmy.  With.thi8.^fiQcourh,e|made himself  in 
a  short, time  .master  of  the  whole  kingdpm.  ^hp 
ling  and  queen  had  nqw,ppthing  left  but  the;for^ 
tress  of  ,Cyrene,  jiitp  which  they  threv  themselves 
for  refuge:'  tl)e  bastard  imi^ediatelj. invested  and 
formed  th^  9iege  of  the  place.  Th,e  Genoese,  in  this 
revolntiop,  still  I^^pt  the  town. of  Famag^sta,  and 
•the  knig^s  n}.aintained  theo^selves  in  .the  castle  of 
Colos,  a'  strong  place  which  beJongM  to  tiie  order, 
tfnd  mafdp  «part  of  the  gre^tt:omman(Uiy'Of.Cyprus, 
.  Que^n  Charlotte  de  Lusignan,  npt  ^ifdtng  herself 
safe  }n  Cyrenci  vqiiitted  the^  isle  of  Cyprus,  and  re- 
tired to. ihist  of  ^pihqdo^,, under  th^  protection  of  the 
^aud  master.  The  illustTi9Us  family. w^ience  that 
jonng  princess  was  descended,  her  royal  dignity; 
heripifibr^iuies,.  apd^  above  all,  that,na|tmr^l.erppire 
whiqh^beauly  give$,.made  most  of  the  iMiights  be- 
come.^hei;  zealous  partizans;  and,  it  was  likewise 
observed;  t^^'  either  out  of  pure  generosity  cr 
secret  .iiicUi^f^ion, .  the  commander  d'Aubpspo^  w^s 
p9^rtic^lariy,devoted.to  her  interests.  The^usurper, 
on  his  side,  in  order  to  gam  tlie  support  of  the  re«. 
public  of  YyQiuce,  married  Cathatrine  Comaro,  junder 
the  specious!;tUle  of  a  40ughter  fit  S^t.  Mark.  Pur- 
suant to  t^i^  title,  those  subtle. republicans,  in  onder 
to  create  themselves  a  right  over  the  ialamU  gjwe 
young  Co/uaro  a  portion  of  a  hundred  thousand' 
dt^afs;  and  the  republic >  ei}g0ged>  by  a  >  solemn 
treaty,  to  protect  the  new  kang  against  td»  e^etoies^ 
m^^S  1^^  knights  of  Rhodes>  who  bad  t^ei^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134  HISTORY  or 

/queen  Charlotte  under  their  protection.  But  the 
usurper  soon  found,  that  it  is  rare  to  find  fidelity 
and  honour  in  treaties  that  are  founded  on  injustice. 
The  uncles  of  the  Venetian  lady  were  suspected  of 
having  poisoned  the  new  king,  in  order  to  share  in 
the  government  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  at  least  cevr 
tain,  that  the  republic  alone  reaped  all  the  benefit 
of  these  several  usurpations. 

The  grand  master,  in  the  mean  time,  found  him7 
self  in  a  very  difficult  situation  between  Mahomet 
and  the  sultan  of  Egypt,  who  alike  threatened 
Jlhodes  with  a  siege.  The  sultan,  too,  to  reven  ^e 
the  protection  which  the  order  gave  the  queen  xj£ 
Cyprus,  had,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  seized 
on  the  ambassador  Delphin,  and  all  the  merchant 
ships  of  Rhodes  that  were  trading  in  Egypt  The 
grand  master,  in  order  to  find  how  the  Turks  stood 
aflfected,  sent  a  Greek  prelate^  Demetrius  Nomphi- 
lacus,  to  the  porte,  to  desire  passports  from  Ma- 
homet for  the  commander  de  Saconnay,  who  was 
empowered  to  make  proposals  of  peace :  but.he  waa 
not  heard  at  that  time.  The  knights  were  the  more 
alarmed  at  it,  inasmuch  as  at  the  same  time  they 
were  drained  both  of  money  and  ammunition,  they 
had  to  defend  themselves  not  only  against  the  Sarar 
eens  and  Turks,  but  also  the  Venetians,  who,  on 
some  trifling  pretence  relating  to  trade,  made  a  de- 
scent in  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  committed  greater 
ravages  and  cruelties  there  than  the  barbarians  had 
ever  done.  Thej^  returned  shortly  after  with  a  fleet 
of  forty-two  galleys,  which  blocked  up  the  port  of 
Rhodes,  and  threatened  the  town  with  a  siege. 

The  occasion  of  this  enterprise  arose  from  the 
grand  master  haying,  in  order  to  procure  the  liberty 
of  his  ambassador  and  subjects  detained  by  th^ 
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ioldan,  caased  two  Venetian  galleye,  laden  with 
merchandise  for  Saracen  merchants^  to  be  stopped, 
and  seized  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  the  soldan's 
subjects  that  were  on  board  the  galleys.  The  in- 
fidels were  made  galley-slaves;  their  merchandise 
was  confiscated ;  and  as  for  the  galleys  and  Venetian 
crew  they  were  dismissed,  and  allowed  to  pursue 
their  course:  M  this  was  done  agreeable  to  the 
ordinary  rules  of  war,  which  authorise  the  confis- 
cating of  a  friend's  moveables  that  are  found  in  the 
same  bottom  with  those  of  an  enemy.  But  the  re- 
public, which  was  in  strict  alliance  with  the  Sara^ 
cens,  demanded,  in  high  terms^  the 'restitution  of 
the  effects  that  had  been  seized^  Most  of  the  youiig 
knights,  especially  the  Spanish^  were  for  giving  no 
answer  to  such  unreasonable  and  imperious  propo- 
sitions, but  that  of  cannon-shot;  the  grand  master^ 
however,  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  had  re- 
^ceived  advice,  that  if  the  order  did  not  speedily 
release  the  Saracen  prisoners  and  their  merchandise, 
the  commander  of  the  fleet  had  private  orders  to 
ravage  all  the  isles  belonging  to  the  order,  to  carry 
off  the  peasants  and  inhabitants  of  the  open  country, 
and  deliver  them  up  to  the  sultan,  as  hostages  for 
the  Saracens  that  had  been  seized  at  Rhodes.  **  I 
do  not  doubt,  with  the  assistance  of  your  valour,'^ 
said  the  grand  master  in  full  council,  "  but  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  defend  this  place  against  all  the 
forces  of  the  republic;  but  I  cannot  prevent  their 
galleys  from  surprising  our  subjects  in  the  onen 
country :  and  I  believe  it  is  more  advisable  to  give 
up  a  few  Saracens,  rather  than  expose  whole  familiis 
to  the  danger  of  being  made  slaves  to  the  infidels, 
and,  perhaps,  of  being  forced  by  torments  to  change 
their  religion."     The  whole  council  acquiesced  in 

VOL.  II.  ft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


''ii6  HistoRt  o'r 

80  prudent  rfn  opinion,  the  Saracens  were  defiverecl 
ftp  to  the  Venetian  admiral,  and  charity  prevailed 
6ver  the  just  resentment  of  so  flagrant  an  injustjce* 
The  order,  in  the  mrdst  of  so  many  enemies,  waa 
tmhappHy  distracted  with  divisions.     The  procura- 
tors of  the  languages  of  Spain,  Italy,  England  and 
Germany,  eompfained  in  a  general  chapter,  that 
the  principal  dignities  of  the  order,  and  particularly 
the  post  of  captain-general  of  the  island,  was  an- 
nexed to  the  languages  of  France,  to  the  prejudice 
i»f  the  other  nations;. and  they  maintained,  that  m 
a  well  regulated  republic,  and  in  a  state  composed 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Europe,  no  distinction 
ought  to  be  made  but  that  of  seniority  and  merit* 
The  French  alleged,  that  the  order  owed  its  foun- 
dation entirely  to  their  ancestors:   that  if,  in  the 
series  of  time,  other  nations  had  been  admitted  into 
it,  still  it  was  the  French  that  adopted  them ;  that 
the  other  languages  ought  always  to  consider  them 
as  their  first  parents,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
injustice  now  to  deprive  their  successors  of  those  '■ 
marks  of  honour  which  they  had  acquired  or  pre* 
served  at  the  expence  of  their  blood,  and  as  a  jnst 
recom pence  of  the  services  which  they  had  rendered 
the  order.     As  to  the  post  of  captain-general,  the 
commander  d'Aubusson,  who  acted  in  that  quality 
in  the  absence  of  the  marshal  of  the  order,  replied, 
that  that  post  belonged  solely  to  the  language  of 
Anvergne,  of  which  the  marshal  \i'as  the  chief; 
'  that  there  was  no  language  in  the  order  but  what 
had  some  particular  dignity  annexed  to  it;  and  as 
the  French  did  not  intrude  into  the  functions  of  the 
admiral,  the  great  conservator,  the  turcopilier,  and 
the  grand  bailiff,  dignities  which  had  a  seat  in  the 
oouncil  annexed  to  them,  and  were  appropriated  ta 
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tbQ  languages   of  lUly,  Arragon,   England,  and 
Crermany,  it  was  very  surprising,  that  the  knighta 
of  those  languages  should  envy  those  of  Provence, 
Auvergne  and  France,  the  posts  of  great  commau'- 
der^  great  commander,  and  great  hospitaller,  which 
had  been  exercised  by  French  knights  erer  since 
the  foi;ndation  of  the  order.     Notwithstanding  thid 
judicious  and  modest  answer,  the  ihatecontents  per- 
^sjted  in  their  pretensions :  bu^  as  they  w^re  sensible ' 
that  their  party  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  carry 
their  point,  the  procurator  of  the  language  of  Ar- 
ragon  threw  an  appeal,  drawn  up  in  form  to  the 
holy  see,  before  the  grand  master,  and  withdrew 
with  the  other  procurators  out  of  the  chapter,  in  a' 
seditious  manner,  and  also  went  out  of  the  city«' 
'The  council  was  of  opinion  that  they  should  be 
prosecuted;  but  the  grandmaster,  being  of  a  mild' 
temper,  let  this  first  fire  spend  itself.     Some  of  the' 
old  knights  interposed  for  an  accommodation,  when' 
the  warmest  of  the  discontented  party  returned  to 
the  city  and  to  their  duty ;  but  the  grand  master^ 
dying  soon  after  of  the  gout,  they  renewed  their 
pretensions  under  the  mastership  of  brother  Peter 
Raimond  Zacosta,  castellan  of  Emposta,  a  Castilian, 
who  succeeded  Milly,  A.  D.  1461.     It  was  imposr  . 
€ible  for  them  to  terminate  this  great  affair,  except 
by  creating  a  new  language  in  favour  of  the  Cas- 
tUians  and  Portuguese,  who  were  severed  from  the 
Arragonese,  Navarrese  and  Catalans.  They  annexed 
the  dignity  of  great  chancellor  to  this  new  language, 
80  that  by  this  augmentation  there  were  afterwards 
eight  language^  in  the  order. 

We  have  seen  that  Mahomet,  impatient  to  fall 
tipon  the  isl^  of  Rhodes,  had  refused  a  safe  conduct 
to  the  commander  de  Sacoimy,  who  had  a  commis- 
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8ioQ  from  the  grand  master  de  Milly  to  treat  of  9 
peace  between  the  order  and  the  Porte.    We  m\ks% 
further  observe^  th^t  the  cause  of  such  a  harsh  r^ 
fusal  arose,  from  the  order's  resolution  not  to  heac 
the  least  mention  of  a  tribyte;  other  designs,  of 
much  greater  moment,  made  IVJahomet  so  much 
dissemble  his  resentment,  that,  to  the  astonishments 
of  the  knights,  he  sent  a  safe  conduct  to  Rhodes, 
when  they  had  no  expectation  of  it.     This  surprise 
was  increased,  when  thev  considered  the  extraor-r 
dinary  preparations,  both  by  sea  and  land,  which 
that  prince  was  then  making;  preparations  whicU 
made  them  suspect,  that  he  talked  of  peace  only  to 
limuse  ^hem  by  a  treaty  which  he  was  going  imme- 
diately ^0  break.     The  grand  master,  without  dii^ 
coyering  his  diffidence,  in  order  tq  discover  the  de- 
signs of  the  infidels,  sent  brother  William  Mares- 
chal,  commander  of  Yillefranche,  to  Constantinople, 
accompanied  by  Arrogentille  and  Constance  Cal- 
lace,  two  Greeks  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes.     The  nego- 
tiation was  not  spun  out  to  any  length ;  there  yvsLB, 
no  mention  of  tribute,  or  at  least  the  ministers  of 
the  VoH^^id  not  much  insist  on  it.  Mahomet,  who 
was  cfnVIIRfng  to  be  interrupted  in  his  projects  by 
the  diversions  usually  made  by  the  knights,  signed 
a  truce  for  two  years,  and  the  ambassador  returuedi 
to  Rhodes,  without  being  able  to  discover  on  what 
side  the  sultan  would  turn  his  arms. 

They  w^rc  ap  ignorant  of  it  at  the  Porte,  even 
the  very  favourites  of  that  prince;  and  the  cadi-* 
lescher,  or  lord  chief  justice  of  Constantinople,  see- 
ing the  campaign  ready  to-  op£n,  having  the  bold- 
ness to  ask  him  where  the  storm  would  fall,  Maho- 
met angrily  said,  **  If  one  hair  of  my  beard  knew 
ply  secret,  1  would  tear  it  out  this  momeiit^   ^|^ 
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tiirow  it  in  the  fire:"  an  answer  which  that  mini* 
8ter  could  not  apply  to  tumself  without  being  tcrrir 
hlj  affrightc^d.  At  last  the  secret  of  this  campaign, 
ijrhich  k^pt  £urope  and  Asia  in  a  state  of  suspense, 
declared  itself:  the  Turks  entered  Penderacia,  an- 
ciently called  Papblagonia,  and  seized  on  Sinople 
and  Cartamone,  two  of  the  most  considerable  towns 
in  the  proyince,  which,  though  subject  to  A  Maho- 
nietan  prince,  served  as  a  barrier  to  the  imperial' 
city  of  Trebisond,  subject  to  a  Christian  prince.   It 
was  this  capital  that  Mahomet  aimed  at.     That 
prince,  who  ever  weighed  his  affairs,  always  ex- 
tended his  conquests  gradually,  adyancing  from, 
one  territory  to  the  next  adjoining;  and  having  se- 
cured himself,  on  the  side  of  the  Persians,  by  a 
tjreaty  of  peace  with  Usum  Cassan,  he  marched 
straight  to  TrebisendA  and  invested  it  both  by  sea 
and  land.. 

Jhis  city  is  situated  upon  the  Black  Sea,  and  was 
formerly  part  of  the  ancient  Colchis.  In  the  revo- 
lutions which  happened  at  Constantinople,  when  the 
pseudo-eoaperor  Comiienus  lost  his  life,  prince  Isaac 
fled  for  i^efttge  to  Trebisond :  he  made  4,  the  capi- 
tal of  a  new  empire,  or  rather,  according  io,  the 
gemu3  of  the  Greeks,  who  gave  poijipous  names  to 
trifling  places,  he  gave  theshining  title,  of  empire 
to  a  state  that  consisted  only  of  two  or  three  little 
provinces.  His  successors  maintained  themselves 
therein  with  tranquillity,  until  the  reign  of  another 
Alexis^  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Amurath  IL  The 
(H>n$  of  that  Greek  prince,  impatient  to  succeed 
faim,  took  up  arms  against  their  father,  and  at  last 
against  one  another;  while  the  old  emperor  lost  his 
life  in  these  civil  wars.  JTohn,  one  of  these  unnatural 
princeiB^  was  at  last  lef^  sole  master  of  the  empire. 
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t]fM>n  the  coasUof  Turkey.  Mahomet, the haaghtiesi 
•priiiee  on  earth,  could  not  bear  that  the  knights 
.  should  dare  to  treat  with  htm  on  a  footing  of  equality^ 
He  fell  into  a  rage  at  the  bare  name  of  reprisals. 
To  be  revenged,  he  resolved  to  drive  the  knights 
out  of  Rhodes  and  out  of  all  Asia ;  but  before  he  en- 
gaged in  that  war,  be  thought  proper  to  begin  with 
the  conquest  of  Le^os,  and  some  other  islands  of 
the  Archipelago,  from  whence  the  order  might 
draw  any  succour. 

Lesbos  is  an  island  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  iEgean  sea;  a  Greek  prince  of  the  house  of 
Gattilusio,  was  then  in  possession,  and  claimed  the 
sovereignty  of  it.  Mahomet  passed  into  the  isle 
with  the  troops  he  had  appointed  for  this  conquest, 
and  immediately  besieged  Mitylene,  the  capital  of 
•  the  island.  The  pretext  that  he  made  use  of  for 
this  war  was,  that  the  prince  of  Lesbos  allowed  the 
liberty  of  his  ports  to  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  and  to 
the  Genoese  and  Catalan  privateers,  that  disturbed 
the  navigation,  and  destroyed  the  commence  of  the 
Turks. 

The  grand  master,  who  was  in  strict  alliance 
with  the  prince  of  Lesbos,  immediately  sent  a  con- 
siderable body  of  knights,  who  threw  themselves  in- 
to the  place.  He  left  the  defence  of  it^to  them,  and 
to  the  Genoese  and  Catalan  privateers  that  were  in 
the  port.  Lucio  Gattilusio  his  cousin,  shared  the 
government  and  defence  of  the  place  with  the 
archbishop  of  Mitylene,  whilst  that  petty  sovereign, 
a  prince  of  no  very  warlike  constitution,  and  greatly 
averse  to  dangers,  shut  up,  or  rather  hid  himself  ia 
the  castle,  as  in  the  strongest  place,  and  that  which 
was  least  exposed.  The  besiegers,  as  well  as  the  be* 
tiered,  iu  th«»tt»Qk  and  defence  of  the  place,  gav# 
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(he  most  $ignki  proofg  of  tbeir  c^nnge.  The  Turkg, 
who  had  been  used  to  paas  from  one  conquest  to 
another,  could  not  bear  to  have  a  petty  prince  pre-ir 
Bomin^  to  stop  the  prog^resaof  the  arms  of  their  in^ 
"Vincible  emperor.  They  marched  desperately  ta 
all  the  atttokSi  and  ^eat  numbers  of  them  losfe 
their  liT«s.  Mahomet  here  found  by  experience! 
the  difference  between  a  kni^t  of  Rhodes  and  a 
Turkish  soldier.  The  knights  did  not  give  him  a 
moment's  rest ;  and  by  the  torrents  of  blood,  which 
they  made  stream  in  all  their  sallies,  they  made  the 
vizier,  who  commanded  at  the  siege  under  Maho^ 
met,  afraid,  lest  that  prince,  who  was  exceedingly 
brave,  should  lose  his  own  life  before  the  places  At 
nothing  vc^as  dearer  to  the  general  than  his  master's 
preservation,  the  prudent  minister  engaged  him,, 
under  coldurof  giving  his  orders  for  n^w  succours^ 
to  pass  back  again  to  the  continent,  whither  he  sent 
him  every  day  an  exact  relation  of  what  passed  att 
the  siege* 

The  vigorous  resistance  of  the  knights  and  the 
Christian  "privateers  not  giving  him  room  to  flatter 
himself  with  speedy  success,  .he  had  recourse  to 
bribery,  in  which  he  succeeded  better  than  by  hia 
armm  He  applied  to  the  governor  of  the  town,  who 
Was  of  the  same  name  and  family  as  the  prince,  and 
promised,  in  Mahomet's  name,  to  leave  him  the  $o^ 
vereignty  of  the  island,  if  he  would  facilitate  thoi 
taking  of  M itylene,  and  engage  never  to  suffer  any 
knights  or  Christian  privateera  in  the  ports  of  the 
island. 

Lueio  Gattilttsio  could  not  f^ossiUy.  be  ignorant^ 
that  ^Mahomet  owed  most  of  his  coni|nests  entirely 
to  the  pli^gin^of  his  fttith,  and  that  he  scarce  ever 
kept  it;  but  the  W^fe  ere«k,  daaaldd  With  Xh^^ 
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lustre  of  d  crown,  let  himself  be  seduced  bj  ika^ 
Tizifr's  specious  promises.  lu  consequence  of  whichii 
ihe  traitor  opened  a  gate  which  he  was  appointed 
to  defend;  the  Torhs  entered  at  it  in  crowds,  and 
xnassiicred  the  knights,  who,  though  deserted  by 
the  Greeks,  died  with  tbeir  weapons  in  their  hands: 
several  privateers  met  with  a  like  fate ;  others,  ixk 
hopes  of  life,  which  was  promised  them,  surrendered 
prisoners.  The  traitor,  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult, 
ran  to  the  castle,  and,  with  an  affected  terror,  re- 
presented to  the  prinee^  that  be  was  going  to  be  ta^ 
ken  by  storm,  if  he  did  not  prevent  it  by  a  capitu- 
lation; and  the*  weak  prinise  of  Lesbos  committed 
the  whole  management  of  that  affak  into  his  hands* 
Mahomet,  who  was  not  far  off,  hastened,  upon  the 
advice  he  received  from  the  vizier,  to  reap  the 
glory  and  benefit  of  his  negociati(»i :  the  treaty 
was  agreed  on;  he  promised  the  prince  other  lands 
in  Greece  in  exchaage  for  his  island ;  and  it  wassti-* 
pulated,  that  he  should  come  to  G)ii8tantiHople  to 
treat  about  this  excliange.  The  prince  of  Le^os 
Impaired  thither  with  his  kinsman,  whose  treachery 
he  was  not  aware  of. 

'  Mahomet  treated  them  exactly  as  he  had  done 
the  emperor  of  Trebisond.  As  a  preliminary  to  the 
ii^ociatton,  he  left  them  only  the  choice  of  chaug-^ 
ing  their  religion,  or  of  suffering  immediate  death* 
The  two Grattilusios  were  base  and  cowardly  enough 
to  abjure  the  faith*  They  flattered  themselves  at 
least  wilh  the  hopes  of  having  preserved  their  livea 
by  their  apostacy ;  but  Mahomet  sought  some  other 
pretextto  get  rid  of  them.  That  prince,  whose  bar- 
barous, politics  made  him  put  every  one  to  death 
that  had  any  just  claim. to  the  countries  he  cou^ 
1|uerdd,to<ik  advantage  of  the  $wo  Gattilusios  walk-- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    KiriGHTfl   09  MALTA.  13^ 

mg  abroad,  to  charge  them  \vith  a  design  of  making 
their  escape,  and  thereupon  ordered  them  both  to 
be  beheaded.  He  was  still,  more  cruel  in  his  treat- 
ment of  the  Christian  privateers  that  had  defended 
Mitytene,  and  surrendered  to  the  infidels  upon  the 
Yizier's  assuring  them,  that  their  lives  should  be 
saved.  The  sultan,  notwithstanding  his  vizier's  pro- 
mise, and  to  intimidate  their  companions,  ordered 
them  to  be  sawed  in  two,  and  their  limbs  exposed 
to  dogs  and  other  voracious  animals. 

J!hp  ^rand  master  viewed  these  cruel  executions 
M  foreriiniiers  of  a  war,  which  Mahomet  would 
carry  on  the  next  campaign  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes: 
and,  in  order  to  prepare  himself,  he  sent  a  general 
flommons  into  Europe,  directed  to  all  the  knights, 
with  particular  orders  to  the  receivers  to  repair  to 
Rhodes,  to  assist  at- a  chapter  which  he  had  cralled, 
and  to  bring  thither  the  annates  and  responsions, 
for  which  they  were  accountable  to  the  common 
treasury. 

Those  officers,  pursuant  to  these  orders  of  their 
superior,  pressed  several  commanders  to  satisfy  and' 
discharge  what  they  owed :  but  the  greatest  part  of- 
them,  especially  those  of  Italy  and  Arragon,  endea- 
voured, by  various  pretences,  to  elude  the  payment 
of  what  was  so  justly  required  of  them.  Some  pre- 
tended that  they  were  taxed  at  an  excessive  rate; 
others  complained  of  the  grand  master  as  an  old 
man  that  was  continually  terrified  at  th«  least  mo- 
tion of  Mahomet,  and,  under  the  notion  of  an  ima- 
ginary war,  was  always  harassing  them  with  long^ 
and  tedious  voyages,  and  inventing  one  pretence 
or   other    to    drain  them,  by   exorbitant    taxes,- 
whioh  he  laid  upon  them.    These  complaints  were 
had  before  pope  Paul  U.,  and  seconded  by  tha 
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kings  €if  Naples  aad  Arragpn^  and  bj  thedoge  c^ 
Vpuice. 

The  king  of  Arragon, .  in  particnlar^  pressed  the 
nyereign  pontiff  to  sumnion  him  tpRome^  to  answer 
for  his  conduct.  The  cause  of  that  priaee -s  ammo- 
sity  was,  the  grand  master  ^till  keeping  in  his  hands 
the  cas^ellany  of  Empeata;  whiqh  he  enjoyed  when 
he  came  to  the  mastership;  and  having  Remanded 
^  that  prince  to  restore  several  manors,  which  had 
belonged  to  that  great  commandry,  and  which  the 
hing  had  seized.  AH  th^se  princes,  actuated  b]r 
different  motives,  prevailed  with  the  pope  to  order 
$he  general  chapter,  which  wassummouedto^odes, 
tt>  be  held  at  Ronie.     This  was  surrendering  the 

grand  master  to  his  enemies;  aiid,  what  was  worse, 
y  this  new  citation  and  phange  in  affairs,  they 
exposed  the  isle  of  Rhodes  to  the  enterprises  of  Ma- 
homet. The  grand  master  might  have  made  use  of 
fp  just  a  reason,  to  excuse  himself  from  the  voyage, 
^nd  could  have  alleged  the  necessity  he  was  under, 
of  defending  in  person  the  dominions;  the  soYe* 
reig^ty  of  which  the  order  had  intrusted  him  with : 
bjttt  the  venerable  old  man,  eager  to  prove  his  in- 
nocence on  so  public  a  theatre  as  the  court  of  Rome, 
repaired  thither  immediately,  and  the  ^apter  was 
opened  soon  after.  The  grand  inaster,  who  had  the 
i^dest  commanders  and  best  men  of  the  order  ap- 
pearing in  his  favour,  soon  convinced  the  pope,.tbat 
the  complaints  had  no  manner  of  foundation,  but 
were  owing  only  to  the  libertinism  of  some  profli- 
gate knights,  who,  though  they  had  great  estates, 
yet  did  not  find  them  sufficient  to  support  their  ex- 
c.essive  luxury:  and,  to  show  his  disinterestedness, 
md  take  from  the  king  of  Arragon  all  wbject  of 
pMuplaint,  iie  made  ^,  resignation  of  the  casteUaoy 
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^j^  SmppfU  to  thV  order  mi  ohapter,  baviog^kept 
It.in  bis  bands. after  his  election  to  the  grand  m^9i^^ 
$bifi,  with  the  Tie w  of  enabling  him  to  proc^  with 
building  the  fortress  of  St*  Nicholas. 
.  Such  1;eslimonies  of  bis. disinterestedness  covered 
bis  enemies  with  confusion*  Jh^  pope  waa  asbamed 
of  having,  listened  to  tbem^iand  ^f  sulG^ring  hiinself 
lobe  imposed iupon  bjr  tbem;  and  iaorder  ^p  repair 
the  ii^urf  b^  had  done  the  grand  naaster^  gave  him 
the  highest  testimonies  of.bb  esteem  in  priiiate»  and 
afieetod  to  distingubb  him  in,  public,  by  all  tbQ 
mai^s  of  respect  t^at  were  so  jxistly  due  tp  his  me- 
Tit».and  the  rank  (he  held  among  christian  priuQes. 
The.  chapter  also  made  sevesal  severe  regqlfitiona 
against  the  disobedient,  i^vhick  were  approved  by 
the  holy  see. .  The  grand  master  was  ipreparing  to 
earry  them  to  Rhodes,  when  a  pLeurisiy  put  an  end 
te  h^  Ufe;  the  ecpnmoa  pinion  boing,  tbatrthe.  ntn^ 
pasiness  and  fatiigneSi  which  the  wicked. rciligiQua 
jsccafiofi^d  him,  had  hastened  his  end.  The  p<^pe 
caused  him  to  be  buried  in  the  ch«rcb  of  &t.  P.eter» 
and  ofoitt^  np  J^ind  of  pioua  magnificence  that  waa 
proper  to  adorn  his  funeral,  obsequies;  and  by  a 
decree  of  the  chapter  they  observed  in  the  epitaph 
of  thii  grand  master,  that  he  was  equally  dii^n- 
guisbed  by  his. piety,  bis  charity,  and  his. capacity 
&r  the  arts  of  government. 

The  general  chapter  then  proceeded  to  &nAW 
^leetioiw  A.  D.  .1467 :  the  votes  were  divided  be^^ 
tween  brother  Raimond  Ricard,  of  the  language  of 
Brovence,  grand  prior  of  St.  Giles,  and  brother 
John  Baptista  Uiaini,  prior  oC  Rome#  and  of  so  il**^ 
Imtffions  a  family,  that  his  vety  name,  abstracted 
f  Am  bis  personal  merit  and  quaKti^,.  might  alone^ 
proonce  him  a  preference  to  any  competitor.    Yet 
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he  carried  it  by  one  roice  only :  a  circiinattonoo 
which  may  make  us  presumei  that  the  plurality  of 
votes  would  hardly  have  been  on  his  side  ia  any 
other  place  but  Rome. 

The  new  grand  master,  taking  leaye  of  tiie  pope, 
made  all  the  haste  he  could  to  Rhodes^  where  Ma* 
homet's  ambition  and  forces  made  them  always  ap- 
prehensiye  of  some  surprise.  He  sent  a  particular 
summons  to  the  bravest  and  most  experienced 
knights  of  each  language,  to  repair  thither.  Nor 
was  it  long  before  there  arrived  brother  Bertrand 
de  Cluys,  grand  prior  of  France ;  brother  John  de 
Bourbon,  commander  of  Boncourt;  brother  John 
deSailly,  commander  of  Fiefiea;  brother  John  Wul* 
Her,  commander  of  Oison ;  and  brother  Peter  d'Au- 
busson,  one  of  the  greatest  captains  of  the  order, 
and  particularly  yersed  in  the  science  of  military 
fortification ;  on  which  account  the  grand  master 
ftiade  him  surveyor  of  those  of  the  island.  By  his 
advice  aud  direction,  they  made  the  town  ditchea 
deeper  and  wider,  and  raised  a  wall  six  hundred 
foot  long,'  thirty-six  broad,  and  six^ifiiQ^,  on  the 
side  that  lay  towards  the  sea. 

This  precaution  was  the  more  necessary,  as  they 
were  afterwards  informed,  that  the  sultan  would 
haveopened  the  campaign  with  the  siege  of  Rhodes, 
had  he  not  been  detained  at  Constantinople  by  a 
dangerous  illness.  The  plague,  at  the  same  time, 
breaking  oat  in  that  capital  of  the  Turkish  empire, 
he  was  oblig^ed  to  put  oflp  that  enterprise  for  some 
time.  However,  not  to  allow  the  knights  any  res- 
pite, he  put  to  sea  thirty  galleys,  with  a  body  of • 
foot  on  board,  giving  the  commander  orders  to 
make  descents  in  the  weakest  places  of  the  irfand, 
tb  carry  off  the  inhabitants^  and  destroy  aU  before. 
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him  with  fire  and  sword.  The  grand  master,  haying 
intelligence  of  this  armament,  defeated  the  demgni 
of  it  by  his  prndent  conduct  and  the  valonr  of  the 
hnights.  There  were  then  several  castles  in  the 
island, '  situated  at  certain  distances  from  <me  ano- 
ther, which  in  time  of  war  served  for  a  retreat  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  Among  tiiese  strong 
places  were  the  castles  of  Ltndo,  Feracle^  Yille^ 
neuye,  Catauda,  Archangel  and  Tirahda.  The  pea- 
sants had  orders  to  retire  thither  with  their' cattle; 
and  the  knights,  dividing  themselves  into  different 
bodies  of  cavalry,  and  snflPering  the  Turks  to  land, 
£ell  upon  snch  as  advanced  into  the  country,  killed 
a  great  number  of  them,  took  several  prisoners,  and 
forced  the  rest  to  seek  safety  on  board  their  fleet. 
.  Mahomet,  whose  whole  life  was  a  kind  of  conti* 
nual  campaign,  provoked  at  this  defeat,  issued  strict 
orders  foe  a  new  armament  by  sea  and  land.  They 
made  no  question  but  these  ertraordmary  prepara* 
ttoos  were  designed  either  against  the  isle  of  Rhodes> 
orthait of  Negrepont,  which  was  then  subject  to' 
thcTenetians^  In  this  uncertainty,  those  politio 
republicans,  in  order  to  make  advantage  of  the  as- 
sistance of  the  order,  sent  ambassadors  to  the  grand 
master  ;and  council,  to  propose  a  league  with  them, 
both  ofiensive  and  defensive,  against  their  common 
eaemy.  Nothing  in  outward  appearance  could  be 
more  convenient  for  both;  but  when  they  came  to 
examine  into  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  the 
knights  ware  strangely  surprised  to  find  the  Yene* 
tianstdemand  as  a  preliminary,  that  the  wder  should 
put  itself  under  Ahe  ptotection  of  their  republic,  and 
submits  to  a  dependence  on  it,  and  should  for  the 
future  undertake  nothing  without  their  orders^ 
The  grand  master  rcgected  the  project  of  a  leaguo 
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with-  a  jast  tiuiigrnstion,  which^  under  the  name-  de 
an  aUfcance,  would  have  reduced  the  order  into  & 
state  of  rattaiage:  and  if  this  had  not  been  exptesBly 
Bientiaiiedihy.floii:^  celebrated  historiani,  we  could 
hardly  imagine;  that  so  wise  a  body  as  the  senate 
oC  Venice  eould  have  been  capable  of  making  so 
odious  a  proposairiiis  an  teder  composed  of  the  most 
iUustilouS  and  Valiant  nobimy  and  gentry  of  Chris^ 
tendomp  whi^h  by  its  single  forces  had  so  long  made 
head  againM  those  of  the  Saracens  and  Tuiiil  Butt 
thoogh  thas  league  pTeved  ineffbctnal,  yet  as  soon^ 
as  uBtelligMce  arrived-^at  Rhodes^  that  Mahomet's 
troops  had  larvested  the  ide  and  towa  of  Negvepont^ 
the  grmid  marster,  itt  a  sense  of  what  hie  prcfessiom 
obliged^bUa  lo,  vizr  to  defisnd  the  dornkdolis^of  all 
ChfistiatD  j>rihbe8/  immedtMely  sent!  a  sqmdron  of 
galieyfty  unsil  provided',  tb  the  succour  of  theVene** 
tians*  The  cli^valiev  del  Casdonne:  commandled  thisi 
squtttron,*  and' the  commander  d'Aubusson,*  easi--* 
nently  skslkdr  i«'the  attack  and  defeiice  of  any 
strong  hoM,  wafaput  at  the  hesid  of  a  body  of  brave* 
knighisy  who  had  ovdofs  to  endeaiiiour  to.  l^md, .  sauSt 
tiifow  themseHeainto  the  town  nirfaich  was  berieged* 
The  isle  of  NegropM*  was^ancimitly'  called  En^* 
bsea.  It  is  <8bottt'960mileaiir  drcumference;  ite 
greatest'  brieadtli  is  Ibrtyy  and  its  least  twenty  miles : 
and  it  has^a  communioation  with  the  main  land' of 
Bseotia  by  a.  bridge  6a^  thie  Snripnt.  The  capitair 
of  it  was.  called  .Colcbb  by  the  Atilenians ;  but  i*^ 
has:  isinee  taken  tlve  general  nasse  of  tkw  illlmd. 
Johflt  Bondmniero  and  Lewis  Galbo  his  MMitenaait, 
both  noble  Venetilsns,  cdlnmaaded  in  it  for  ^e  re- 
public ;  and  Paul  Erizaoi  another  noble  Venetiaii; 
who'bad  just/befonfc  eirereased  the  office ^f  prov«di-^ 
tor  Aero)  seeing;'  the  enemy driiw  netarto  bniege  it^ 
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^neiMisly  retolved  toftsjr  in  the  place^ftough  the 
time  df  his  service  was  expired.  Mahomet,  before 
he  attacked  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  resolved  to  rtdace 
tiiat  of  Negpropont,  from  whelic^  the  knights  might 
Otherwise  obtain  snccours. 

This.warlike  prince,  followed  by  an  army  of  a 
hnndred^md  twenty  thousand  men,  arrived  on  the 
bank  of  the  Shiriflus,  which  he  crossed  on  a  bridge 
of  boats  that  he  caused  to  be  built ;  at  the  sama 
time  that  his  fleet,  consisting  of  900  sail,  and  com* 
manded  by  the  vizier  Machmut,  was  advancing 
forwards,  A.  D.  1470.    There  were  three  principal 
attacks  in  the  siege,  in  which  the  Turks  at  first 
kMrt  a  great  number  of  men:  but  a  traitor  discover- 
ing a  place  of  the  walls  which  they  had  overlooked^ 
the  fortifications  of  which  iHrere  old  and  ruinous, 
they  played  upon  it  with  their  artillery,  and  beat 
dawn  a  great  pauael  of  the  wall.    The  besieged 
sent  advice  of  the  danger  they  were  in  to  general 
Canal6^  who  commanded  the  fleet  of  the  republic^ 
The  galleys  of  the  order  had  joined  it.  The  Chris- 
tian fleet  came  up  immediately  in  sight  of  the  ene^ 
my.  They  had  the  wind  and  current  on  their  side^ 
and  had  resolved  in  a  council  of  war  to  attack  the 
bridge,  over  the  Euripus,  in  order  to  cut  off  the 
comnunioatbh  which  the  Turks  had  with  the  main 
land,  and  thereby  deprive  them  of  the  convoys, 
which  they  received  from  thence.  All  the  fleet  was 
eager  for  an  engagement,  and  demanded  it  with 
great  diouts ;  and  particularly  the  knights  de  Car* 
done'  and  d'Aubnsson  pressed  Canale  to  advance* 
But  that  admkral  casting  his  eyes  by  chance  on  his 
only  son,  who  looked  frighted  at  the  danger,  after 
reflecting  for  some  time  whether  he  should  engage 
the  enemy  or  rj^treat,  at  last  shamefully  tacked 
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•bout,  iaikd  away  f ran  ike  iafideK  ai^  ataadwe^ 
the  besi^^  who  were  then  left  wiAwt  angr  hopef* 
ofMccoar.  ^ 

The  fultan  took  adyantai^eof  their  eoaatcdrwtuNi.: 
his  troops  mounted  the  next  day  to  the  aaiault*  and 
gtonned  that  part  of  the  wall  that  hia  artiUery.had 
beaten  dowim  They  did  not  enter  however,  tiU  al- 
ter a  gallant,  defence  had  been  made  over  the  hodiw 
of  Bondumiero^  Calbo,  and  the  principal  ofiieers.of 
the  garriaon,  who  died  bravely  on  the  hreaoh. 

The  proveditor  Sriano  dispoled  eveoy  inoh  ef 
ground,  making  a  ataiid  at  ev<ery  tntrenehment 
thrown  up  in  the  8treeto»  buil»  seeing  himself  ^ormd 
on  all  sides,  he  iniule  his  way  to  the  castWj  whtde 
be  held  out  for  some  time  with  great  hn^rmyii  but 
at  last  wanting  provisbns  and  ammunitinnt.and  mint 
of  his  soldiers  being  wounded,  he  was  foreed:  to  ca* 
pitulate.  He  would  not,  however,  ddUver  up  the 
castle,  till  he  had  the  sultanas  express  word  for  Uie 
security  of  his  life.  That  prince  swone  by  his  own 
head,  that  Erizzo's  should  not  be  touched;  but 
when  he  had  him  in  his  power,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  sawed  in  two  4  and  mixing  raillery  with  cruelty, 
and  meanly  playiug  with  a  deceitful  and  ambiguous 
oath,  he  said»  that  he  had  indeed  given  Ertzeo  ai« 
aurance  for  his  head,  but  that  he  had  never  — eant 
to  spare  his  sides. 

That  gallant  Venetian  had  with  him  Anne  EriosEO 
his  daughter,  a  young  lady  of  surprising  beauty. 
Her  father,  fearing  she  would  be  exposed  to  the 
brutish  lust  of  the  soldiers,  begged  of  the  ezecu^ 
tioners  to  put  her  to  death  before  they  dispatobed 
him ;  but  they  replied,  that  she  was  reserved  for 
the  sultan's  pleasures.  They  led  her  to  that  prince, 
who  was  ebaoaed  with  her  beauty^  and  offered  her 
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both  his  heart  and  his  empire.  The  discre^  lady 
answered^  with  a  modest  iutrepidity,  that  she  was  a 
Christian  and  a  virgin,  and  that  she  did  not  so 
much  fear  death  as  she  abhorred  the  debauchery  of 
his  seraglio,  and  the  poisonous  flattery  of  his  pro- 
mises* Mahomet  tried  all  ways  to  seduce  her,  but 
in  Tain.  Yhey  presented  her  with  fine  cloaths  and 
jewels  in  his  name,  but  she  refused  them  with  anor 
Me  disdain.  Mahomet,  naturally  more  proud  than 
sensual,  enrag^ed  at  her  refusal,  changed  his  love 
into  hatred,  and  cut  off  her  head  with  his  scymitar 
-at  one  blow;  thus  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  that  he?^ 
roiijie,  whp  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  short  transitory  life^ 
and  A  frail  beauty,  acquirei)  immprtal.  glory  and 
felicity. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  describe  the  cruel- 
ties exercised  at  the  taking  of  Negropont.  The  island 
was  soon  covered  with  slaughter  and  horror ;  the 
Turkish  soldiers,  following  the  example,  and  acting 
under  the  eyes  of  their  sovereign^  esteemed  themr 
selves  for  their  fury  and  extravagance.  They  were 
particularly  careful  not  to  give  any  quarter  to  the 
Latin  Christians:  and  the  sultan,  enraged  that  he 
had  found  the  galleys  of  the  order  in  the  Venetian 
fleet,  sent  to  Rhodes  to  denounce  mortal  war  against 
them;  swearing  that  he  would  kill  the  grand  master 
with  his  own  hand,  and  destroy  all  the  knights  that 
came  within  his  power.  a 

These  menaces  did  not  deter  the  order  from  cour 
tinning  their  generous  succours  to  the  Venetians. 
The  fleet  of  that  republic  was  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  the  famous  Macenigo,  who  was  placed 
in  the  room  of  the  cowardly  Canale.  The  galleys 
of  the  order  having  joined  him,  they  sailed  to  be? 
fiege  Attalia/a  famous  town  on  the  coast  pf  ?ai;n? 
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philia^  called  at  present  Satalia.  The  pvoveditav 
Sorano  was  immediateiy  ordered  to  break  the  chaiii 
that  shat  up  the  port,  which  he  executed  wi^ 
great  courage  and  success.  The  Christian  fleet  en- 
te|red  ^hehftrbouir,  and  afterwards  sacked  thesuburbn 
of  ^he  two  inciosures  with  which  the  town  was  for- 
tified. They  carried  the  first;  but  the  walls  of  the 
fecond  being  too  high  for  the  ladders  which  they 
had  prepared  to  scale  them,  and  the  general  of  the 
galleys  of  the  order  with  seyeral  brave  knights  be- 
ing killed  in  the  attack,  the  Venetian  general  gave 
\t  over,  notwiths^ndtng  the  cries  of  an  old  Christian 
women,  a  slave  in  Satalia,  who  called  out  to  the 
^liristians  frqm  the  wall,  and  told  them  the  small 
number  and  weakness  of  the  besieged.  They  say 
that  she  was  seized  with  so  much  grief  at  hearing 
the  retreat  sounded,  that  she  threw  herself  head^ 
Jong  from  the  top  of  the  rampart  into  the  ditch^ 
l¥hence  the  Venetians  took  her,  bruised  to  pieces 
with  her  fall,  and  gave  her  decent  interment* 

The  Christians  after  this  repulse  went  to  wreak 
their  ange^  upon  the  open  country;  and  after  the 
yisual  waste  and  hayoc  made  in  an  enemy's  terri* 
tones,  came  to  an  anchqr  at  Rhodes.  There  they 
found  an  ambassador  pf  Usum^-Cassan,  king  of  Per- 
9ia,  called  Azimamet^  who,  b^des  his  servants^ 
yfa^  accompanied  with  above  a  hundred  Persiaii 
gentlemen. 

In  order  to  have  a  just  notion  of  the  negociation 
pn  which  he  wa^  sent  to  the  grand  master  and  other 
Christian  princes,  whq  were  enemies  to  Mahomet, 
iwe  must  observe,  that  after  the  loss  of  Negropont, 
p\e  Venetians  had  formed  a  strong  league  againsj; 
the  Turk,  into  which  pope  Paul  IL  had  entered^ 
tpgetber  with  the  kin^  of  Arragon,  Ferdinand  IXng 
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pf  Naplei,  the  or^er  of  St.  John  of  Jenifldem,  and 
the  republic  of  Florence.     Besides  these  succours^ 
the  Venetians^  in  the  hope  of  raising  up  enemies 
against  the  sultan  on  every  side»  had  sent  an  ainbas* 
sador,  Catherini  Zenoby  name,  into  Persia*  to  so- 
licit Usum-Cassan  to  make  a  diversion  that,  might 
be  strong  enough  to  stop  the  arms  of  an  ambitions 
prince^  who  threatened  to  enslave  all  the  East* 
There  was  no  need  of  making  a  prince  sensible  of 
his  own  interests^  who  had  for  a  long  time  been  nn* 
easy  at  the  conquests  of  Mahomet.   We  have  said^ 
that  he  had  already  made  a, league  with  seve- 
ral Christian  princes  against  the  Turk;  but  the  fa^ 
tal  discords  of  the  confederate^p  and  the  impetuosity 
of  Mahomet,  had  till  then  always  defeated  the  be-r 
jiefit  of  .those  pompous  alliances,  which  were  more 
showy  than  solid.    However,  he  readily  hearkened 
to  the  proposals  made  him  by  the  Venetian  ambasT 
sador. 

As8un*Cassan,  or  Uzun-Hassani  that  is,  Uzun  the 
Xong,  so  called  from  his  great  stature,  was  the 
sixth  pr4nce  of  the  Turcomans,  of  the  dynasty  of 
Ackoi^onlu,  or  of  the  White  Sheep.  He  began  his 
conquests  with  usurping  the  dominions  of  his  bro- 
ther. Gehanghir,  whom  he  dispatched,  and  the  same 
year  seized  upon  those  of  Gehanschah,  a  prince  of 
the  dynasty  of  the  Black  Sl^ep,  whom  he  put  to 
death  with  all  his  family ;  nor  did  he  give  better 
treatment  to  Abousaid,  grandson  to  Tamerlane,  from 
.>vhom  he  took  all  Persia. 

Though  this  prince  waa  a  professed  Mussulman, 
yet  whether  he  had  discovered  the  imposture  of  it; 
fit  that  the  interest  of  his  kingdom  was  the  first 
principle  of  his  religion,  he  made  no  scruple  of 
fn^nn^  into  a^  alUance  with  the  |^riii9cii  9^  Cliflif^ 
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of  bis  allies.  The  ambassador  was  received  by  the 
grand  maajter  with  all  the  honoiirB  and  magmficenco 
due  to  his  character :  they  loaded  him  with  ctvtlttiea 
and  presents.  The  Persian  gentry  that  attended  hin| 
were  every  day  ei|tertained  by  tiie  principal  knights 
c^  the  order ;  and,  to  giye  him  a  good  opinion  of  the 
forces  of  the  leagne^  they  diowed  him  their  naval 
and  land  forces  one  after  another^  drawn  np  in  order 
of  battle,  aod  tiieif  manner  of  fighting  in  ^  real 
engagement. 

AzittHimet,  la  an  audience  he  had  of  the  grand 
master  and  principal  captains  of  the  league,  told 
them,  that  ilie  kfng  i|is  master  had  taken  from  Ma- 
homet the  strong  place  of  Torata  in  the  Lesser 
Armenia;  that  he  was  preparing  to  carry  on  hi« 
conquests;  tl^a^  the  f^ersians  were  indeed  invincible 
by  their  cavalry,  which  were  the  best  in  the  world ; 
that  he  did  not  want  either  men,  horses,  lances  or 
Mkbree;  but  that  the  use  of  fire-arms  was  altogetiier 
unknown  in  his  country,  and  that  the  king,  hfs 
master,  had  ordered  him  to  request  the  Christtaii 
^nces  to  send  him  some  skilful  founders  find  §ble 
gunners  to  serve  htm  against  the  Turks.  This  was 
promised  htm :  and  the  grand  master  sendii^  a 
aquadronof  galleys  to  escort  him,  he  was  conducted 
to  Veoiee,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded.  At  his 
departure  the  senate  sent  a  hundred  officers  of  artil- 
lery, as  also  several  excellent  founders  and  gun- 
smiths along  with  him,  who  afterwards  supplied  the 
Persian  armies  with  a  complete  train  of  artillery^ 
4nd  a  great  number  of  harquebusses  or  hand-guns. 

It  was  scaredy  possible  for  so  pompous  an  em- 
bassy to  be  concealed  from  Mahomet.  This  prince 
loon  guessed  the  motives  of  Hi  end,  in  order  i^ 
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make  ike  n^oeiatioii  miioanry^  hediqpaiched  aa 
nibftMador  to  Hie  bing^of  Persia,  who  wM  ordiered 
to  r^raieiit  tohim^  what  a  blemish  it  would  fae^to 
hja  hoaour  to  mate  an  aUianee  with  infidefe  against 
a  prince  of  hi$  dwn  religion.  The  Peiaian  paid 
little  regard  to  MahometV  reproaehes,  hat  finding 
Ui  int^reit  ta  tho  leag«e»  perBiitt^  in  it  with  vigourt 
«>r  tottld  even  ill  tucceM  disengage  him  from  it. 
Mahomet^  exasperated  at  the  fixed  resolution  of 
)ftat  prince,  declared  war  against  him,  and  went  at 
the  head  of  an  army  of  a  hundred  and  ninety  thoo*- 
saad  men  to  attack  him  in  the  heart  of  his  dor- 


Before  he  set  out  faom  Constantihople  he  left 
firi&ea  Zirim^  the  yonngestjof  his  ions,  in  that  city, 
with  n,  gdod  cooneil,  to  tsfke  cam  of  the  goyem*- 
ment;  bnt  as  he  passed  through  Amasia,  took  Ba-^ 
jaaet,  a  brother  of  thatyouiig  prince,  along  with 
Um;  and  Mostapha,  the  eldest,  who  commanded 
tm  the  frontiers  of  €ara»ania,  came  to  join  him 
with  the  troops  of  his  government.  This  young 
prinoe  the  year  before  had  rowted  an  army  of  Ustan<- 
Caman  in  a  pstehed  battle. '  Mahomet^  to  improve 
this  victory,  and  taioe  advantage  of  "die  cdnstemii*- 
tson  d»£  the  Pemiaiii^  advanced  as  far  as  Hie  banks  of 
the  fiupbrates.  His  design  was  to  yass  that  river, 
•and  advance fiirward  into  Perda ;  bat  he  niw  Usswif- 
Caesw  an- the  otiier  side,  wbo,  attended  by  ihe  three 
prsnces  his  sons,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  connstiiig 
of  iiMty  thtfnsand  cavairy,  was  r«ady  tocGspnte^e 
-passage.  Nevsr'Was amore gknbns strife aeen b«^ 
tweea  two  fwyal  hottses*  The  £tiphrat»^  opposite 
to  whens  the  two  armies  were  posttd,  di^ed  into 
MvetalbrAnches^some  pf  them  fordable.  llie  Tnrlis 
liht^wtheaiPelaF^iiitbtbeTiyer,  bnt  the  contiituat 
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march'  of  horses  pqttihg  the  sand  in  m6tioil,  ^4 
ford  became  a  whirlpool  that  swallowed  up  every 
thing.  To  make  the  misfortune  greater,  the  banks 
of  the  river  were  cut  steep  and  shelving  by  the 
precaution  of  the  king  of  Persia;  so  that,  spent 
vith  fatigue,  and  without  sure  footing  on  the 
quick-sands  to  fight  on,  they  were  exposed  as  a 
mark  to  the  Persian  arrows,  without  being  able  to 
revenge  their  deaths.  Above  twelve  thousand  men 
perished  in  this  attempt;  and  the  furious  Mahomet, 
raging  at  his  ill  succ^s,  was  at  last  forced  to  sound 
a  retreat    ^ 

As  the  Persians  had  carried  off  all  the  piTovisiomi 
and  forage  of  those  quarters,  the  Turks  were  obliged 
to  return  to  their  own  frontiers.  The  Persian  had 
done  enough  for  glory,  and,  could  he  have  been 
content  with  this  Advantage,  nothing  had  beenwant* 
ing  to  complete  it;  but,  persuaded  by  the  daring 
counsels  of  his  sons,  he  passed  the  Euphrates,  and 
pursued  his  enemy,  whom  he  found  strongly  in- 
trenched. They  soon  came  to  an  engagement; 
both  armies  closed,  and  the  prince  had  as  much  bis 
share  in  the  battle  as  the  private  soldier.  Victory 
changed  sides  more  than  once;  but  Mustapha^ 
Mahomet's  eldest  son,  at  last  fixed  it  on  that  of  the 
f  ultan.  He  routed  a  great  body  of  Persians,  com- 
manded by  prince  Zeinel,  Ussuu-Cassan's  son,  who 
was  killed  at  the  same  time.  While  Mustapha  was 
pursuing  the  fugitives,  he  sent  the  Persian  prinee'a 
head  to  Mahomet,  as  an  earnest  of  the  victory, 
which,  after  the  death  o£  ZtineU  decUted  itself  ab- 
aolotdy  against  the  Persians :  their  whole  army  was 
dispersed,  and  fled  to  the  neighbouring  mountaiw. 
In  the  midst  of  Mahomet's  joy  for  his  glorious  sn<^ 
•ess^  news Vhas b^ovght him tbat they  <lid n^tknow 
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Virhat  was  become  of  prince  Mustapha,  The  raltan^ 
<m  this  occason,  felt  all  the  tender  erootiond  of  a 
flither,  and  was  cursing  the  fatal  victory,  when  the 
shouts  of  the  soldiers  ga?e  him  notice  of  the  young* 
]lrince's  return.  In  the  first  transports  of  his  joy  he 
ran  with  eagerness  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him 
tenderly,  covered  as  he  was  with  blood  and  dust* 
He  would  even  present  him  with  a  cup  of  sorbee 
with  his  own  hand ;  but  M ustapha  found,  by  agree* 
able  experience  on  this  occasion,  that  of  all  refresh-* 
ments,  none  is  more  proper  to  Vipe  off  the  sweat 
and  fatigues  of  a  battle  than  a  victory  just  gained^ 
Yet  the  glittering  prospects  of  this  young  prince, 
the  partner  of  the  fatigues  and  glory  of  his  father, 
the  sQpport  of  the  throne,  and  the  hopes  of  his  sulv» 
jects,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  triumphs,  was  shortly- 
after  blasted.    Achmet  Geduc,  one  of  the  principal 
bashas  of  the  Porte,  had  a  wife  of  extraordinary 
beauty.    The  young  sultan  had  the  misfortune  to 
meet  her  as  she  wad  going  to  the  bath;  and,  not-^ 
withstanding  the  severe  injunction  laid  on  the  women 
of  that  nation,  of  never  appearing  in  public  unveiled, 
she  could  not  resist  the  secret  pleasure  of  letting 
him  have  a  glimpse  of  her  face,  iu  order  to  discover* 
how  beantifal  she  was:  she  let  fall  a  corner  of  her 
iretl,  but  took  it  up  again  immediately,  and  showed 
herself  with  that  reserved  air,  only  to  make  herself 
be  viewed  with  more  curiosity.     The  courtiers,  a 
servile  set  of  men,  did  not  fail  to  applaud  the  cri-^ 
minal  desires  of  the  young  prince,  who  fancied  him- 
self above  all  law8>  after  having  performed  so  many- 
great  actionsf  in  war.  He  followed  her  to  the  bath, 
and  made  his  way,  in  spite  of  the  guards,  into  8 
place  forbidden  to  men,  where  he  surprised  her  in  a 
situation  not  over  decent>  and^  hurried  away  by  bii 

VOL.  II.  V 
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pAssioB,  obtained  favours^  in  vhich  perlia|>f  he  AiA 
not  meet  with  much  resirtance.    Achmet  waafoon 
inrormed  of  it>  and  enraged  at  the  inralt,  ran  to  the 
seraglio,  ivhere  he  threw  himself  at  Mahomet *i  feet, 
tore  his  beards  hia  ?eit.and  turban,  and  by  his  ciiaa 
and  tears,  gave  the  sultan  to  understand  his  wife's, 
or  rather  his  own  misfortune.     Mahomet  already 
began  to  be  uneasy  at  the  proud  and  haughty  temper 
of  his  M>n;  however,  not  to  degrade  hiansdf  so  much 
as  to  blame  this  cfutrage  before  one  of  hia  subjeciaj 
he  dissembled  hii  resentment^  and  viewing  the  beslui 
with  an  air  of  coatemptf  '*  Are  not/'  said  he  to  hina, 
^'  thy  wife  and  thee  both  my  slaves,  and  too  much 
honoured  with  contributing  to  the  satisfactimi  of 
my  children}"    He  dismissed  hkn  with  this  roas^^ 
answer,  but  sent^  at  the  same  time,  for  Muatafdui^ 
and  with  that  air,  at  which  the  greatest  of  his  ooint 
trembled,  made  him  the  most  bitter  repraaehes,  bkl 
him  be  gone  from  his  presence ;  and  hearing  that 
the  young  prince  expressed  the  utmost  indignation 
on  going  out  of  the  seraglio,  and  murmufod  nt  se 
harsh  a  treatment,  he  sent  orders  three  days  after 
to  have  him  strangled*   Notwithstanding  there  wag 
an  interval  of  two  years  between  these  incidents^ 
I  have  related  them  together,  by  reason  of  the  een^ 
nection  there  is  between  them,  and  for  the  conve* 
nience  of  the  reader. 

The  order  of  time  should  make  ns  resume  tb0 
narration  in  tl>at  part  which  relates  to  tlie  league 
between  the  Persian  monarch,  the  grand  master^ 
and  the  other  Christian  princes :  but  as  that  affair 
does  not  come  directly  within  the  subject  of  our 
history,  we  shall  only  <^erve,  that  the  war  between 
the  two  mighty  princes,  who  disputed  for  the  em- 
pire of  Asia,  larted  for  several  years,  and  suspemdad 
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the  €iiter|Mite  that  M ahcmet  had  formed  against 
Ehades.  The  grand  master^  daring  this  interval 
renewad  his  precautions  for  the  preservations  of  th9 
island;  by  his  orders,  with  the  canci]|rrenoe  «f  tha 
eonnciU  some  ancient  knights  were  sent  to  visit  all 
the  places  and  isles  that  beloni^ed  to  the  order.  It 
was  at 'this  time  that  he  held  a  general  chapter  at 
Rhodes,  the  surest  resource  for  the  maintenance  oe 
f e-establishment  of  the  regular  discipline.  It  waa 
«  tfiese  numerous  assemblies  that  proper  measnrea 
ware  taken,  and  that  without  distinction  of  persons^ 
for  tha  refofmation  of  manners ;  and  we  may  aiBrmji 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  frequent  meetings  oC 
their  chapters,  the  order  could  never,  in  the  midst 
of  the  confusian  and  hurry  of  war,  have  so  long 
petarved  itself  in  the  spirit  of  piety  and  disinte<- 
restedness,  which  distinguished  it  as  much  as  its 
courage  and  extraordinary  valour. 

Though  the  power  of  so  many  sovereigns,  as  had 
entered  into  the  league,  kept  Mahomet  in  soma 
awe,  yet  that  prince  had  such  numerous  armies  on 
foot,  that  the  knights  were  continually  on  their 
goatd  for  fear  of  being  surprised*  They  added  mora 
new  fortifications  to  the  old  ones,  and  built  two 
towers  close  by  the  sea,  on  the  side  that  lies  towarda 
Limonia,  and  a  third  foeing  the  village  of  St.  Mar« 
tha.  The  commander  d' Aubusson,  made  grand  prior 
of  Auvergne  after  the  death  of  the  chevalier  Cottet^ 
parried  aft  those  works  with  an  attention  worthy  of 
his  zeal  and  capacity.  Nothing  escaped  his  dili«* 
gence.  The  grand  master  and  the  order  were  aa 
attentive  to  his  directions  as  if  they  had  been  so 
many  laws.  Ha  was,  as  it  were,  the  seal  and  pri;;itri9 
pwbile  of  the  council,  and  was  generally  the  only 
person  mad^  use  of  to  excQUte  the  projecta  he  hiniT 
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lelf  had  formed.  All  affairs,  whether  relating  to 
war,  to  the  revenue,  or  to  the  rortifications,  paned 
through  his  hands.  He  was  continually  surrounded 
with  warriors,  artificers  and  workmen,  without  be-? 
ing  embarrassed  either  with  the  number  or  diversity 
of  affairs.  His  zeal  for  thcservice  of  the  order,  and 
.  the  extent  and  quickness  of  his  genius,  made  him 
equal  to  all  these  difierent  employments. 

The  grand  master  being  very  old,  and  always 
infirm,  had  gr^at  need  of  such  an  assistant:  he  had 
been  in  a  languishing  condition  for  near  a  year  to^ 
gether,  when  a  dropsy  carried  him  off.  He  died 
ilune  8,  1476,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  successor.  Brother  Raimond  de  Ricard,  grand 
prior  of  St.  Giles,  who  was,  the  preceding  election^ 
a  competitor  with  the  late  grand  master,  was  chosen 
to  preside  at  that  of  his  successor ;  and  it  was  he 
who,  after  the  usual  ceremonies,  notified  to  the 
assembly;  that  all  the  votes  of  the  electors  centered 
unanimously  in  the  person  of  brother  Peter  d'Abus-r 
son,  grand  prior  of  Auvergne,  descended  from  the 
ancient  viscounts  of  la  Marche,  and  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  houses  in  France.  It  may  be  said,  that« 
even  before  his  election  to  the  grand  mastefship,  he 
was  already  their  chief,  in  the  good  wishes  of  all 
the  Anights,  as  well  as  those  of  the  people,  who, 
upon  the  first  news  of  it,  made  bonfires,  and  gave 
public  testimonies  of  that  unfeigned  and  sincere 
joy,  which  flows  from  the  heart,  and  which  politics 
and  slavery  can  never  counterfeit.  So  happy  a 
choice  inspired  the  most  timorous  with  courage,  and 
they  were  no  longer  afraid  of  Mahomet  when^they 
saw  d' Aubusson  at  the  head  of  affairs,  with  the  rein^ 
of  government  in  his  hands. 

j^is  conduct  fully  aii3wered  the  fayonr^bli^  pPf? 
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WOA  they  had  coaMived  of  him;  and  he  employed 
his  authority  for  the  execution  of  all  those  projects, 
which  he  had  before  proposed  as  a  simple  member 
ef  the  council.     By  his  orders  they  made  a  great 
iron  chain,  to  bar  the  entrance  of  the  port;  and,  to 
prevent  the  descents  and  ravages  of  pirates  in  other 
parts  of  the  island,  he  increased  the  number  of  the 
towers  and  forts  that  had  been  built  along  the  coast. 
He  did  not  confine  his  views  and  cares  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  isle  of  Rhodes  alone :  he  sent  strong 
reinforcements  into  the  other  isles  belonging  to  the 
drder;  and  from  the  same  zeal  and  attention,  he 
sent  engineers  to  the  castle  of  St.  Peter,  who,  pur- 
suant to  the  orders  aiid  plan  that  he  delivered  to 
there,  hollowed  the  ditch  to  such  a  depth,  that  the 
sea  flowed  into  it,  and  the  feluccas  and  brigantines 
of  the  order  entered  without  difficulty,  and  lay 
secure  from  the  Turks  and  corsairs.    While  this 
worthy  sovereign  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes  was  thus 
taken  up  entirely  with  its  defence,  Michael  Salomon^ 
envoy  of  Loredan,  general  of  the  Venetians,  arrived 
in  the.  island,  with  orders  to  reclaim  a  Cypriote  caUed 
Riccio  Marini,  one  of;  the  most  zealous  servants  of 
Charlotte  de  Lusignan. 

We  have  already  observed,  that  the  crown  of 
Cyprus,  after  continuum  near  three  hundred  years 
in  the  house  of  Lusignan,  was  usurped  from  Char- 
lotte, de  Lusignan  by  her  bastard  brother;  that  the 
usurperi  to  make  sure  of  the  protection  of  the  Ve-> 
netians,  had  used  solicitations  to  get  a  daughter  of 
the  family  of  Cornaro  in  marriage;  and. that  the 
senate,  to  create  themselv/es  a  i:ight,  or  rather  somjs 
pretensions .  to  the  kingdom,  had  granted  her  to 
him,  and  had  given  her. a  portion. as  a  daughter  of 
ffP^Mv^    Ife  is  said,  that  tQ  arrive  SQO^et  at  this 
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mcMmim,  ihe  batUurd  mm  pofaontdx  md  n  inCnt 
dnld  that  he  left,  did  not  Mrvive  him  long.  Tho 
Yenetianft  under  pretence  of  protectorship,  sent 
powerful  sttcconrs  into  the  Ttlaiid,  which  they  soon 
Mnqaered,  in  ihe  name  of  the  bastard's  widow,  to 
whom  they  left  nothing  of  queen  jiittt  the  uomot 
nnd  some  insignificant  ornaments. 

Nevertheless,  Charlotte  de  I^nsignan^  the  right-* 
fill  heiress  of  the  crown,  had  always  some  secret 
adherents  within  the  kingdom.  Seyeral  sehemef 
were  formed  to  etpel  tfie  Venetians,  bjat  they  miiH 
carried  hv  reason  9f  the  experience  and  forces  of 
tiie  captains  of  that  republic.  The  chiefs  of  queen 
Charlotte's  party  were  obliged  to  quit  the  isle. 
£|rery  one  fled  for  refuge  where  he  thought  he 
could  find  protection,  and  liyf  in  the  greatest  $er- 
eurity.  Ricci^  Martni,  one  qf  those  chiefs,  had  ror 
tired  to  Rhodes.  This  was  the  occasion  of  Salomon's 
embassy;  he  came  to  demand  him  of  tbe  grand 
master,  as  a  seditious  person  mid  4  rebel  3  presenting 
bim,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  doge'e  name,  a  letter 
Ibll  of  menaces:  and  Lorendan's  envoy,  added  with 
BO  little  arrogmice,  that  as  the  most  serene  repulic 
had  adopted  Catharine  Cornaro,  it  would  consider 
all  those  as  her  enemies,  who  shopld  fiifofir  the 
parti^&ans  of  Charlotte  de  Lusignan. 

They  were  qet  used  at  Rhodes  to  hear  ambassa- 
dors speak  with  so  much  arrogance.  Besides  the 
continual  serrices  which  the  order  was  doing  to  the 
republtcthe  knights  of  Rhodes  did  not  think  them* 
aehres  inferior  either  in  dignity  or  in  forceeto  tiie 
gan^emen  of  Venice )  and  some  of  the  most  high 
spirited  of  this  noble  body  of  knights  were  for  send*? 
ing  back  Loredan*s  agent  without  an  answer. 
Jl(  the^rand  master  had  giren  way  to  those  fiivf 
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emotions  of  a  secret  inclinatioB,  which  had  attached, 
him  formerly  to  the  person  and  interests  of  Charlotte, 
de  Lnsignan,  he  would  have  answered  the  YenetiaA 
general's  envoy  with  the  same  haiightinessy  and 
with  a  courage  which  were  both  natural  to  him* 
But  what  might  in  a  private  knight  be  considered 
as  generosity^  was  not  proper  for  a  sovereigOi  wha 
ought  to  shape  his  conduct  entirely  to  the  interest 
of  his  state :  so  that  the  grand  master^  in  order  not 
to  bring  new  enemies  upon  him,  when  he  was  exr 
pecttng  to  have  all  the  forces  of  Mahomet  fall  up* 
on  the  isle  of  Rhodes*  qualified  his  answer  in  such  a 
manner,  that  without  either  granting  any  thing  to 
the  envoy  of  the  YenetianSt  or  incensiag  them  bjr 
high  words,  he  took  care  to  maintain  the  rights  ^ 
his  dignityi  and  the  liberty  of  his  territories.    Ha 
told  him,  that  the  order,  pursuant  to  its  statutes^ 
never  intermeddled  in  the  differences  and  wazf.t)ia$ 
arose  between  Christians,  that. he  required  him  t<t 
tell  his  general,  that  at  Rhodes  they  neither  received 
seditious  persons  or  rebels :  but,  as  was.  practised  in 
every  free  and  independent  country,  they  did  not 
drive  away  those  whose  private  misfortunes  obligei| 
them  to  take  refuge  there,  and  who  behaved  like 
men  of  honour  and  good  Qiristiaus«    W^lh  this  an-^ 
«wer  he  dismissed'  the  minister. 

Scarce  was  this  envoy  gone  from  Rhodes  w:h^ 
^notiier  arrived,  sent  by  the  sonbachi  or  lieutenant 
to  the  governor  of  Lycia,  a  province  in  the  neighr 
bonrfaood  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes.  That  infidel  com<» 
mand^,  whose  cruelty  had  no  restraint  but  what 
arose. from  his  natural  avarice,  had  a  great  many 
Christians  and  subjects  of  the  ord^r  in  his  prisons; 
and  as  he  lost  some  or  other  of  them  every,  day  bj 
the  severity  and  miseries  of  the  slavery  they  eiv- 
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dttred,  He  resolved,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  ^irf 
nation,  to  treat  for  their  liberty.  There  were  how-' 
ever  suspicions,  that  this  envoy's  voyage  was  only  a 
pretext  invented  by  Mahomet  to  get  an  opportunity 
for  a  person  to  vieW  the  fortifications  of  Rhodes. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  grand  master  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  the  liberty  of  his  brother  knights, 
he  readily  entered  into  a  negociation ;  this  was  the 
occasion  of  several  voyages  that  the  envoy  made  to 
Rhodes^  ^ 

The  grand  master,  eager  to  recover  those  knights, 
mid  desirous  at  the  same  time  to  put  an  end  to  such 
voyages,  smoothed  every  diiBculty.  Besides  the 
sums  necessary  for  the  ransom  of  the  slaves,  which 
he  furnished  out  of  his  own  purse,  he  also  sent  no^ 
ble  presents  to  the  soubachi ;  and  when  the  negocia*-* 
,tor  brought  the  knights  back,  his  recompense  was 
not  forgot.  The  grand  master  embraced  them  one 
after  another.  Never  did  a  tender  mother,  who,  af-- 
ter  a  long  absence,  sees  her  only  sou  in  her  arms 
again,  discover  more  sensible  demonstrations  of  joy. 
The  knights  kissed -his  hands,  bathed  them  with 
their  tears,  embraced  his  feet,  and  by  those  mute  tran-* 
sports,  which  affect  the  heart  in  the  most  sensible 
manner,  endeavoured  to  express  their  acknow^^* 
ledgments.  They  called  him  their  father  and  their 
taviour.  The  grand  master  declined  these  titlet 
with  great  modesty.  '*  It  is  to  the  order,  my  chil- 
dren," said  he  to  them,  "  that  you  owe  these  ex- 
pressions of  your  acknowledgment;  and  I  hope  yon 
will  make  it  an  ample  return,  by  exerting  your 
ordinary  valour  against  the  enterprises  of  Mahomet, 
who  daily  threatens  us  with  a  siege.'" 

He  had  received  advices  to  this  purpose  from  se^ 
Teral  quarters.  The  order  never  had  before  a  grand 
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fnaster  who  expended  such'  considerable  mm§,  Qf 
employed  them  so  usefully  in  spies.  He  kept  some 
even  within  the  walls  of  the  seraglio.  By  adyiees 
from  them  he  learned^  that  the  Venetians  weye, 
without  the  knowledge  of  their  allies,  negoctating 
secretly  a  separate  peace  with  the  porte.  He  knew 
Kkewise  from  public  accounts,  that  the  king  of 
Persia,  Ussan-Cassau,  the  most  potent  of  Mahomet's 
eneqtjies,  being  worn  out  with  years  and  the  fatigues 
of  war,  stood  only  on  the  defensive,  without  atr 
tempting  any  thing  against  the. Turks,  ^e  saw 
that  the  Christian  princes,  according  to  their  cot)- 
stant  custom,  were  tearing  each  other  to.  pieces;  and 
that  Matthias  Corvinus,  king  of  Hungary,  was 
making  a  bloody  war  against  the  emperor  Frederic : 
from  whence  he  concluded,  that  Mahomet  would 
take  advantage  of  these  divisions,  and  infallibly 
turn  his  arms  the  next  year  against  the  isle  of 
Rhodes, 

The  grandmaster,  >n  order  not  to  be  unprepared,  , 
atored  ^e  magazines  with  amtnunition  and  provi* 
sions;  and  the  isl^  of  Rhodes  not  having  a  sufficient 
number  of  knights  for  its  defence,  he  called  a  ge» 
neral  chapter,  and  in  the  summons  directed  to  the 
grand  priors,  he  ordered  all-  the  knights  to  repair 
immediately  to  Rhodes  with  their  arms,  and  in  ^n 
equipage  suitable  to  their  profession.  We  find« 
copy  of  this  summons  in  Italian  in  Bosio's  history; 
the  original  is  still  preserved  in  the  archieves  of 
Malta,  and  we  believe  the  reader  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased to  see  an  extract  of  it  in  this  place. 

^*  MT   BICAREST    BRETJHRKN, 

In  the  midst  of  the  greatest  dangers  with  which 
Rhodes  is  tiireatened,  we  have  thought  that  no^^ 
succour  was  more  to  be  depended  on  than  a  genett. 

yoiL.  II.  X 
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ral  summops,  and  a  speedj  assembly  of  all  MM 
brethren.  The  enemy  is  at  our  j^ates ;  the  prou4 
Mahomet  .sets  uo  bounds  to  his  ambitious  projects ; 
his  power  becomes  more.Cormidable  eyerj  day:  he 
has  an  innumerable  multitude  ofsoldiers^  excellent 
captains,  and  immense  treasures :  all  this  is.designed 
against  us;  he  is  bent  upon  our  destruction ;  I. have 
^he  most  certain  advices  of  it.  His  troops  are  al* 
ready  in  motion ;  the  neighbouring  provinces  are 
filled  wi^h  them ;  they  are  all  filing  down  towards 
Caria  and  Lycia;  a  prodigious  number  of  veAsels 
and  galleys  wait  only  for  the  spring,  and  the  .retun^ 
of  fine  weather,  to  pass  into  our  island.  What  do 
yre  wait  for  ?  Can  yon  be  insensible  that  foreign 
fuccours^  which  are  generally  very  weak,  and  al-F 
Vays  uncertain,  are  at  a  distance  from  us?  We 
have  no  resource  but  in  our  own  valour,  and  we..are 
ruined  if  we  do  not  save  ourselves.  The  solemn 
TOWS  that  ye  have  made,  my  brethren,  oblige  you 
to  quit  all,  to  obey  our  orders.  It  is  in. virtue  of 
those  holy  promises,  made  to  the  God  of  heai[en  be- 
fore his  altar,  that  I  now  summon  you.  Return 
without  losing  a  moment  into  our  dominions,  or  ra- 
ther into  your  own ;  hasten  with  equal  .zeal  and 
courage  to  the  succour  o(  the  order.  It  is  your 
mother  that  calls  to  you;  it  is^  tender  mother  that 
has  nursed  and  brought  you  up  in  her  bosom.that  i$ 
now  in  danger.  Is  it  possible  there  should  be  found 
one  single  knight  unnatural  enongh  to  abandon. her 
to  the  fufy  of  the  barbarians  ?  No,  my  brethren,  I 
)iave  no  apprehensions  of  that  kind.  Sentiments  so 
mean  and  impious  are  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the 
nobleness  of  your  extraction,  and  are  still  more  ia-^ 
consistent  .with  the  piety  and  valour  that  yof^  pr^ 
ifetss/'     ;      "  '      '  '      "'  .•    •   .    '^ 
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^his  summons,  disf^drsed  over  Europe,  raised  the 
fteal  and  ardour  of  the  knights.  They  set  eagerly 
about  preparing  their  eqtiipages;  To  raise  money 
MritH  the  greater  expedition,  they  sold  their  hobse^ 
hbld  goods;  thc^  let  and  Tatmed  oat  their  comman- 
dries  at  low  r^tes;  every  one  took  measures  fbr  his 
passage:  and  they  prlhcipiUy  feared  their  not 
arHving  sooi^  enough  at  Rhod^.  Some  sovereigns^ 
edified  with  their  zeal,  sent  several  kinds  of  succour 
thither.  The  most  considerable  came  from  France* 
Lewis  XI.,  who  was  then  im  the  throne,  prevailed 
with  pope  Sixtus  IV.  to  grant  a  jubilee  and  indul- 
gences to  all  persons  who  should  assist  tKe  knights. 
Tfab  jubilee  raised  considerable  sums  in  a  very  short 
time,  which  were  remitted'  immediately  into  the 
East,  and  were  by  the  grknd  masters  orders,  em-^ 
ployed  in  raising  some  new  fortifications,  which  he 
thought  proper  to  mak*e  about  the  castle  and  bul"^ ' 
warks  of  the  city  of  Rhodes* 

Mahomet  heard  with  no  little  uneasiness,  that 
they  haid  penetrated  into  his  designs ;  and  to  hindier 

,  this  discovery  from  putting  the  Christian  princes  iu 
motion^   and   producing  at  last  some   formidable 

.  league  against  him,  he  tried,  under  colour  of  a  ne*" 
gociation  of  peace  with  the  grand  master,  and  by 
an  embassy  that  shooTd  make  a  noise  in  the  worlds 
to  cool  the  2eal  of  such  as  were  preparing*  to  take 
arms.  But  as  he  was  the  proudest  of  men,  he  would 
not  expose  himself  to  a  refusal  from  the  knights,  and 
therefore  gave  that  commission  to  prince  Zem  or 
Zizim,  one  of  his  children,  dnd  Cheleby  his  nephew, 
Wirose  government' lay  ueair  Rhodes,  ordering  them 
to  employ  in  this  negociation  a  renegado  Greek, 
Demetrius  Sophian,  a  person  of  Whose  address  and 
capacity  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied; 
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The  two  Turkieh  princes,  pumiant  to  the  ordeti 
tney  had  receired  from  the  grand  seignior^  sent 
d'Aubusson  a  letter,  full  of  expressiont  of  esteem 
for  bis  person  and  for  all  the  knights  of  his  order. 
It  was  even  filled  with  flattering  compliments,  a 
•tale  very  seldom  used  by  those  barbarians :  and  the 
princes  concluded  it  with  inviting  him  to  make  a 
•olid  peace  with  bis  highness,  for  which  they  offered 
their  mediation  and  credit  at  the  porte. 

The  renegado  Greek  was  entrusted  with  this  letter 
and  the  negociation,  the  secret  of  which  was  con- 
fided to  him  onky,  and  that  even  the  two  young 
princes  themselves  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  came  .to 
Rhodes,  presented  his  credentials  to  the  grand  mas*- 
ter«  and,  when  they  were  entering  upon  the  nego* 
ciation,  he  represented,  that  the  only  thing  the 
grand  seignior  insisted  on,,  in  order  to  mike  a  solid 
and  lasting  peace  between  them,  was  a  small  tribute^. 
To  engage  him  to  agree  to  it  the  more  readily,  he 
urged  farther,  that  the  senate  of  Venice^  to  obtain 
the  like  treaty,  had  made  no  difficulty  to  oblige 
themselves  to  send  eight  thousand  ducats  of  gold 
every  year  to  the  porte;  but  that  he  should  get  off 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  though,  says  he,  there  is  no 
paying  too  dear  for  the  friendship  of  so  potent  a 
prince  that  makes  all  others  tremble* 

The  grand  master  had  already  received  advice  of 
the  renegade's  embassy  from  the  spies  that  he  kept 
in  Constantinople,  and  also  that  the  d^ign  of  it  waa 
only  to  lull  him  into  security,  and  surprise  him :  so 
that  to  make  advantage  of  it,  and  employ  against 
Mahomet  the  artifice  he  made  use  of  to  deceive 
him^  he  prudently  dissembled  his  knowledge  of  it. 
He  even  showed  an  entire  confidence  in  the  ambas- 
sador's word|  and  told  him,  that  he  should  bo 
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Hreatly  pleased  if  lie  could  eome  to  a'toUd  peace  « 
with  the  grand  aeignior;  but  addedv  that  hit  order 
being  under  the  particular  protection  of  the  tove-  * 
reigtt  pontiff  of  the  Chrbtians,  and  pofBessed  oC 
great  estatea  in  the  dominions  of  meet  of  the  princes 
of  Europe,  he  could  conclude  nothing  without  their 
participatioQ ;  however,  he  did  not  beUeve  tluit  thej 
would  oppose  a  treaty  which  would  establish  a  so^ 
lid  peace  between  the  two  powers;  that  he  was 
likewise  persuaded  the  council  of  the  order  would 
readily  come  into  it ;  but  in  order  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  knights,  thete  must  not.  be  any  men^ 
tion  made  of  a  tribute,  the  very  name  of  which  was 
odious  to  them:  that  ho  was  mcTertheless  going  to 
write  about  it  immediately  to  Rome,  and  to  dis^ 
patch  ambassadors  into  all  the  courts  of  Christen- 
dom, and  desired  only  three  months  time  to  receiTO 
ansurers  from  tihance. 

The  g^nd  master,  who  was  a  person  of  excellent 
abilities,  was  desirous  to  obtain  time  enough,  ands 
free  passage  for  the  knights,  who  were  at  a  distance, 
to  repair  to  Rhodes;  and  therefore  added,  with  a 
specious  ainoerity,  that  in  the  favourable  disposition 
in  which  the  gmnd  seignior ;seemed.of  troatiog  in 
good  earnest  with  the  otder,  he  fabeied  it  would  be 
for  both  their  interests^  and  also  prevent  their  ex- 
asperating <me.  another  by  any  new  enterprises,  to 
make  a  suspenmon  of  arms,  and  restore  a  liberty  of 
commerce  between  their  subject^  at  least  for  the 
three  months  which  he  demanded  for  the  obtaining 
of  answero  from  Europe. 

.The  grand  master,  after  this  conference,  and  not 
to  keep  a  venegado,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  a  spy, 
any  longer  in  Rhodes,  dismissed  him,  giving  him  a 
letter  for  the  two  youii^  Ottoman  piwceS|,  wherein^ 
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after  mni!6iuig.tliMT  ciirflities  with  all  the  piAH^ 
nfM  thaVvras^MToJMi&for  faiiii  to  make  use  of,  beadctodi 
agireeabljir  towhuhfi  had  told  their a«iliaifador,.that  '■ 
h'e>coiild  not  danclude  a  treaty  of  that*itiipoftatice< 
nvitkabt  thb  partioipatieai  of  thepapoi  aad  moet  of  * 
tlM  priiuieiof 'Quriiteiidoio* 

.  Tbei  aaibawadoiv  npm  his  retani,  ga^  the  two 
Ottonnaii .piiiiees  an laecount  oi  hU  ntgoeiationi' Hie' 
tdd.theia^.that  hafoand  the  grand  marter  wdol^  • 
MaUiog^y  Areat  of  peace,,  hot  made  them'seffnibler' 
thabthatpeiiioe  would  ntver  aoaienttto  the  pajtoeni  '- 
oismyi  trKbutef.andithatbb^wauld  be  disowned  by  > 
hb owtiiovdariif ^hashoold  eaaient to  it.    ^t tuny ' 
piui^e^x^who  42iaug(»t  thay>ahotild  iDali?e  their  cotfrt  ^ 
tOiMabottat  l^«forwafdiiiig  the'iiegociatibn,  fthd'' 
iiMkcdiacAed^inat  bwajlde;  sent  tt^  ambttMdbr* 
baok^ jvithi  ordinrf «.t#»  alter  4be\  natne'oiF'  tribule^fd'' 
that  of  a  preaeDt,  the  worth  aiid  ralut^of  wliitch 
shumld^ba-Bettled  by  the  kHightsthetiA^Ves;  They 
gaiteiihioiyfwwMitMibn ^ th€ atfaa^tioie  tb^baehtde 
a  fupanuaa JDf ^araiS'for  th^  tlm^<«h'at^  tKe  gtknA' 
inaater/iiisletedKkik  D^AwbiMM  b^g  V^ell  fiiforni^- 
cd>.;«hat.thek(4attgif'We8*>tb«tan9i.'him\li^  these: 
diOemnit  prDpeeahtt'  wwtvery  firm  in  rej^ing^tlle^ 
cmidiliaMwf  ia^ipriMit^  aad  of 'every  thing  that*  hftSf 
thecairofia  tvtimlcf;  attdtdotnaMlediofliry  tKe  h^ees^ 
saay  tiase  toieara^the'  in«dktiMS4)^the  po)^*aiid 
tKaiGhfistiaa  piwees/ i»  his^oP  gettf«i|^  sijfds<Mirflf> 
from  Ewoftt.  Tke  Greeki  iiot^bIe<  td  jget  aii}^  tisore/ 
coyioladadr  in  ordaritokeep^^e-Begociafiofl  still^oit* 
foot,  the  suspension  of  arms  anA  Jiberty  of  idonimerce' 
with:hiin^,wliich  wM^^aftePwardb  coiifiiKDed^  by  a 
se^oifd  ambasvvdov  sent  to  Rbodea*  t^*  Mlihottet 
hiaiselif: 

llKHigh  4his  piif oe>  pptsntopig^iiptiihitf  ritnength^ 
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fTQfU^v^  tm  this  occasi^o,  t|>  lo^kettBd^ofMi^tiiirfifif  «> 
ja  order  tbat  the  iiewaol'.kbui.iiegwiatiMi  iii%bt 
paf^ioto  ^^iiry>pa»  ^nd  t^9jt  the  liopes  pf^aiMf  pro^ch-^ 
iojr  peaoe^  vUeh  hie  einiMAri^f  took  eate-^o^Md* 
might  eool  ^tfafe  ,0eal  of  Uie  Chrirtiaii^priiief 0»  ind 
abate  the.eagerqei0  of  ftb^^^nightB.  -  Thii^mr^a  IM 
tifd  hecf^ropoMCl^by  hrii  wp|diof]s«eoQdabt.  The  granA 
maiter^  ow  hifi'8i4e>  rap|>oare4  in4^i^  ^reacly  tp'hafiK 
hi0'pKO|popp)i»  but  4i/i  i%  only  wi|h  a  iriew  of  laeilU 

to  cawy  <»  9thentre^tie8rtbllrtiVAre  f#ly:M^  ioqHie^ 
lant,  ;irKH^r^  '}ie  [depw4<d  «iu  ffod  ^wfaieh  waae*  a* 
that  jtijpfiQ^  raelpaUy-  iie^cMl»tiii^  at  lUipdea. 

Jbere  was  w  thii^i^y  an  envoj  of  the  fqUan  of 
'J^g^f*^  I>opan  Dif^r  ^hy  iiame#  and .  mho,  4it  tlb^ 
«ame  %im«f  waBthU^f^v^uirite.  'He<  oame  <to  ^oew 
thean^ieiittreatiH  pf.tKHoe  with  the  iLaifhts.  Tho 
i;eader  ittny  haire  obiet^^i  iii4be.ooarie.«r^b:hia* 
tOf^^AlMUhe  0rder.ofi^t^  Johq/fpom  its  firtt  fimiw^ 
da^a«!had!twocaort«.of  eaeimeB  to '0|nP^^^'both  of 
tjiMa  MsiboaMtaw,  aad  <4qQttlIy  fovmidable.  Th^ 
^r«t  wei^the  Ambtaos  or  Samceu  orEgypt^^MThp: 
had  tak4W  /fom  the*  Gbrittiana;  as  had  been-  seen/ 
Falasfchie;  IVMattieia,.attd  part  of  Syria.  The  Turks 
of  ithe  QttamaB  taee^.^ver  ainoe'  thet^onqnfst  ofr 
Bl^#dtfrby)t|k#rfciiight4,  beoameilifcewise.their  jn^a-- 
fused  Meaii^:  :andrwifiatiiiiiSfthjefle^  two-enemies/ 
tKongh  ieaiaus'of'^ejanotherp-hftd  joined  their* 
forces  ngainsfeamiKtary' order;  whii^,  iHth  its  Aeets 
aadigaUeySitdiatpcbed  itbe  ceatoierce  of  their  tner-i 
fchantsi,  tand^thst  enterilmes  Of  their  boisairs;  Biit  tha 
foraei  of.tl»eior4er  iiat.beii^  snffioteift.to'fesiitrboth 
ithefe  poten^tes  at  the  same  time,  tht  IrmiiaMtera . 
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und'ihe  eovneil  liad  always  careflilly  endeaTonre^ 
-to  be  at  peace  With  one  nation  whenever  they  were 
at  war  with  the  other ;  by  this  wise  policy  balancinsp 
their  power,  and  keepings  their  forces  divided. 
^    The  report  tha^  Rhodes  was  threatened  with  a 
atege,  being  carried  to  Egypt,  made  the  soldan  fear 
lest  Mahomet  should  succeed  in  his  enterprise. 
"Were  he-  to  have  chosen  his  neighbours,  be  had 
ratiier  have  the  weaker;  and  therefore  to  leave  the 
knights  under  no  apprehensions  from  him,  he  had 
.sent  his  favourite  to  Rhodes,  in  order  to  renew*  the 
last  treaties  of  peace  with  them.  The  grand  master 
received  the  first  overtures  thereof  with  the  greater 
pleasure,  ds  he  plainly  saw  the  soldan's  own  interest 
would  be  soflSeienl  to  make  the  new  treaty  lasting/ 
Thus  they  entered  on  business  with  mutual  cour 
lldence;*  and,  after  some  conferences,  they  agreed, 
that  the  vessels  of  the  order  should  not,  in  future, 
molest  those  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  knights  should 
not  sudPer  their  subjects  to  serve  for  soldiers,  pilotg 
or  guides,  to  the  soldan's  enemies.    The  soldan,  b}r 
a  reciprocal  stipulation,  engaged  to  undertsike  no- 
thing contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  grand  master, 
and  promised,  that  the  vessels  of  the  order  should 
be  well  received  in  his  ports;  that  if  they  were  pur-r 
aued  by  their  enemies,  the  Saracens  should  be  bcmnd 
to  defend  them ;  that  when  the  subjects  of  the  grand 
mtster  should  pass  through  the  spidan's  territories, 
in  their  way  to  the  Holy  Land,  they  should  not 
exact  any  duty  from  them ;  that  they  should  not 
detain  any  Christian  slave  after  he  was  set  at  liberty 
by  his  master  or  patron;  and  that,  with  regard  to 
other  Christian  slaves,  they  should  be  exchanged 
for  Saraeens  wlio  were  in  slavery  at  Rhodes^  by  i^ 
Saracen  for*  a  Christiaiu 
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'  The  grand  master  made  a  treaty  with  the  kin^ 
df  Tunis,  another  Mahometan*prince,  almost  on  the 
same  coiulitions,  with  this  addition  only,  that  the 
order  mig'ht,  whenever  it  had  occasion,  take  up  in 
his  dominions  thirty  thousand  hogsheads*  of  corn, 
free  of  any  duty  whatever. 

During  these  several  negociations  a  great  number 
of  knights,  from  all  parts  of  Christendom,  arrived 
at  Rhodes;  but  as  they  were  still  expecting  a  greater 
iramber,  the  chapter  was  prorogued  till  the  28th  of 
Ootober,  when  the  grand  master  opened  it.  ''  Ge^ 
nerous  knights„'^  said  he  to  them,  *'  an  occasion 
has  at  last  presented  itself  for  you  to  show  your  zeal 
and  courage  against  the  enemies  of  the  faith.  In 
this  holy  war  Jesus  Christ  himself  will  be  your 
leader;  he  will  never,  my  brethren,  abandon  such 
as  fight  in  his  service.  In  vain  does  Mahoipet,  that 
impious  prince,  who  acknowledges  no  d^ity  but 
his  own  power,  boast  that  he  will  extirpate  our 
order.  If  he  hath  more  numerous  troops  than  we, 
they  are  composed  only  of  a  vile  set  of  slaves,  whom 
they  are  forced  to  drag  into  dangers,  and  that  ex- 
pose themselves  .to  death,  only  to  avoid  one  which 
they  are  threatened  with  by  their  officers:  whereas 
I  see  none  in  your  illustrious  body  but  gentlemen 
of  noble  birth,  educated  in  virtue,  resolute  either 
to  vanquish  or  die,  and  whose  piety  and  valoiir  are 
certain  pledges  of  victory." 

The  knights  that  composed  the  assembly,  made 
no  other  answer  to  this  moving  discourse,  than  by 
declaring  their  resolution  to  shed  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood  in  defence  of  the  order;  and,  that  the 
service  might  not  suffer  or  be  retarded,  through  the 

*  The  original  is  thirty  thousand  muids,  each  of  which  i» 
.about  fire  quarters^  or  a  comb  and  a  Imshel. 
VOL.  IL  T 
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dirersitj  of  commaiidiBg  officers,  and  tbe  doimeiF 
of  coancils,  the  whol^  chapter  begged  the  grand^ 
roaster  to  take  upon  himself  the  command  of  the 
forces,  the  administratioa  of  the  revenue,  and  to 
exercise  both  with  an  absolute  authority.  This  waf 
ti  eort  of  dictatorship,  which  they  thought  fit  toi 
invest  him  with,  till  such  time  as  the  storm  which 
Mahomet  threatened  the  order  with,  was  blowa 
over.  The  grand  master  would  have  declined  sa 
vast  and  unusual  a  power  from:  modesty,  ai^d  re|^o* 
sented  to  them,  that  those  didferent  employiqienili^ 
would  be  better  filled,  if  divided  between  several 
knights;  but  the  whole  chapter  had  such  a  QwSr- 
deuce  in  his  capacity,  and  the  seal  he  had  shawft 
for  the  good  of  the  order,  and  made  him  soch  prt^ 
sing  instances  to  accept  it,  that  he  found  buasctf 
mnable  to  resist  them. 

The  first  use  he  made  of  his  authority  wa«,  ta 
name  four  general  officer!^  whom  they  ealled  at  that 
time  ausiliary  captains,  or  adjiitaut-generals,  wImx 
were  each  of  them  to  command  in  tke  quarter  as- 
signed them.  He  chose  foe  these  several  employ- 
ments the  hospitaller,  the  admiral,  the  chaBQeUor> 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  order:  and  the  cbevalie? 
Rodolph  de  Wurtemburg,  grand  prior  of  Branden-*^ 
burg,  was  chosen  general  of  the.  cavalry,  Tha 
grand  master,  at  the  head  d*  these  oj&eera,  wa« 
every  day  visiting  the  foFtififcatio^s  and  ^utw^fM- 
of  the  place. 

By  his  orders  they  pulled  down  aU  the  oomitrjr-- 
houses  that  stood  too  near  it ;  they  cat  down  the 
trees,  and  even  demolished  the  ohujrches  of  St.  An- 
ihony  and  Notre  Dame  of  Philerme,  which  wo^l4^ 
have  been  serviceable  to  the  enemy  in  the  siege.. 
The  Rhodians  CQuld  not  see  their  country-hoives>, 
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tod  the  delicious  gardens  that  lay  all  round  the 
(own  destroyed,  without  feelmg  a  sensible  concern; 
Imt  the  public  safety  prevailed  over  all  other  consi-* 
derations,  so  that  nothing  was  spared ;  Imt  before 
fhey  destroyed  the  church  of  onr  lady  of  Philerme, 
they  removed  thence  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  which 
had  been  kept  there  from  time  immemorial,  and 
carried  it  to  the  principal  church  of  the  city. 

The  grand  master,  to  leave  no  forage  or  pasture 
for  tfie  enemy's  cavalry,  caused  all  the  com  of  the 
cdilntry  to  be  cut  down,  and  assigned  the  peasants 
of  feach  quarter  particular  forts,  to  which,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  infidels,  they  might  respectively  re- 
tire. The  same  genius  for  providing  against  every 
thing  that  might  happen,  made  him,  as  he  surveyed 
the  sea^shore,  examine  the  places  from  whence  they 
might  best  oppose  the  descents  df  the  enemy;  those 
where  it  wduld  be  most  proper  for  them  to  intrench 
themselves,  if  they  shonld  happen  to  be  too  hard 
pressed ;  the  cuts  and  intrenchments  they  might  be 
obliged  to  make  behind  the  walls,  if  they  should  be 
beaten  down  by  the  force  of  the  artillery.  His  views 
w^rc  too  extensive  and  too  just  to  overlook  any 
thing:  the  fortifications,  artillery,  arms,  provisions 
and  revenue,  every  thing  passed  under  his  inspec- 
tion, and  his  care  extended  to  the  meanest  of  the 
inhabitelits,  to  provide  for  their  subsistence  as  well 
as  for  that  of  the  knights  and  troops  which  composed 
the  garrison. 

Happily  for  his  assistance  in  dispatchtirg  so  great 
a  variety  of  business,  besides  a  great  n/umber  of 
knighfs  of  all  nations,  already  arrived  at  Rhodes^ 
there  ^so  came  thither  Berfrand  de  Cluys,  grand 
prior  of  France,  Charles  de  Montholon,  and  several 
00ier  knighta  of  the  three  languages  of  that  kin^r 
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dom.  They  were  soon  followed  by  brother  John 
Daw,  great  bailiff  of  Germany,  who  arrived  at 
Rhodes  with  a  number  of  commanders  and  knights 
of  his  nation,  and  a  body  of  troops,  which  was  more 
considerable  for  the  valour  of  the  soldiers  of  which 
it  was  composed,  than  their  number.  Some  noble-i* 
men  and  gentlemen  of  France,  on  the  first  news 
they  had  of  Rhodes  being  threatened  with  a  siege, 
hastened  thither,  out  of  a  principle  of  generosity, 
with  a  train  of  attendants  suitable  to  their  quality. 
In  the  list  of  these  noble  warriors  are  reckoned 
Anthony  d'Aubusson,  vicomte  deMouteil,  the  grand 
master's  elder  brother.  These  lords  desceqided  by 
their  father's  side  in  the  male  line  from  Raimond, 
seignior  of  Mouteil-au-vicomte  and  la  Feuillade, 
second  son  of  Renaud  the  seventh  of  the  uame^ 
vicomte  d'Aubusson,  whose  grandfather  in  the  eighth 
degree  of  ascent  was  Renaud  d'Aubusson,  the  first 
of  that  name,  and  elder  brother  of  Turpin  d'Aubusson, 
who,  in  consideration  of  his  piety  and  noble  extrac- 
tion, was  elected  bishop  of  Limoges  in  the  year  898, 
^s  Aimar  de  Chabanois  relates  in  his  Chronicle.  Hi^ 
mother  was  pf  the  house  of  Combron,  a  most  illusr 
trious  and  very  powerful  family,  and  allied  to  several 
sovereign  princes. 

The  vicomte  d'Aubusson  was  accompanied  by 
Lewis  de  Craon,  a  nobleman  of  one  of  the  first  fa-: 
vnilies  of  Anjou,  and  by  Benedict  Scaliger  or  della 
Scala,  whose  ancestors  had  been  sovereigns  of  Ve7 
rona;  this  lord  brought  several  eompanies  of  foot 
i;vith  him  from  Italy,  at  his  own  ex  pence,  to  th^ 
assistance  of  the  order.  Among  these  brave  adven- 
turers were  likewise  Lewis  Sanguin  of  Paris,  Claude 
Colomb  of  Bourdeaux,  Matthew  Brangelier  of  Pe- 
jigord^  and  Charles  de  Roi  of  Dijon.    The  graiid 
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master^  st  the  request  of  the  council,  gaye  the 
general  direction  of  military  affairs  to  the;vict>mte 
de  MonteiU  and  assigned  particular  quarters  for  the 
other  volunteers  to  defend.  An  heroic  emulation 
soon  arose  between  the  secular  knights  and  the 
knights  of  the  order;  and  the  same  emulation  broke 
j^ut  between  the  Greek  and  Latin  inhabitants,  and 
passed  afterwards  to  the  very  women  apd  children, 
who  vied  with  one  another  in  working  at  the  in- 
trenchments  which  the  grand  master  had  ordered 
to  be  made. 

;  These  knights  and  gallant  volunteers,  inflamed 
with  a  desire  pf  meeting  with  an  opportunity  to  sig* 
nalize  themselves,  expected  the  arrival  of  the  infi- 
dels with  impatience;  but  they  did  not  wait  for 
them  long.  Mahomet  grew  weary  of  dissembling, 
and  acting  a  part  so  contrary  to  his  natural  cha- 
racter. He  declared  openly  the  design  he  had  formctd 
of  attacking  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  the  conquest  whereof 
he  looked  upon  as  a  foundation  for  that  of  all  Asia, 
which  his  ambition  grasped  after,  as  what  would 
give  the  fiiiishing  stroke  to  his  glory. 

He  was  strongly  confirmed  in  this  design  by  the 
^rand  vizier,  or  first  baslia,  as  he  was  styled  at  that 
time,  called  Misach  Paleologus.  This  vizier  was  a 
Greek  prince  of  the  imperial  family,  born  a  Chria*- 
tian,  but  who,  upon  the  taking  of  Constantinople^ 
had  turned  Mahometan,  to  prevent  his  being  put  to 
death,  a  punishment  which  Mahomet  inflicted  on 
all  the  heirs  of  the  empire.  His  valour,  his  services, 
his  address,  and  his  entire  complaisance  to  all  the 
sultan's  inclinations,  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of 
vizier;  and,  that  that  prince  might  not  have. the 
least  suspicion,  on  account  of  having  changed  his 
plig^,  he  affected  to  show  hiQi|»elf  an  ixnplaca]i))e 
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tuemy  to  stl  ChristUu  prmzm^  espeeially  to  tfa« 
^tnd  ibftiter  and  the  knighti  of  Rhodes. 

In  ocder  to  facilitate  hit  master't  cMqvedt  of  that 
iriand^  he  brought  to  his  court  three  fuoous  rene* 
gadoes,  who  had  drawn  the  plan  of  it  The  first  waa 
Anthony  Meljgallo,  of  the  aity  of  Rhodes,  and  of  a 
tioble  family;  but  having  spent  hie  patrimony  and 
the  inheritance  of  his  fathers  in  Itnnry  and  de>- 
bauchery,  he  flattered  himself  with  the  hop^  of 
tome  advantages  by  the  change  of  his  religion.  The 
second  was  Demetrius  Sophiaii,  who  Mahomet  em^ 
ployed  to  carry  snltan  Zizim's  letters  to  Rhodes,  a 
nfran  very  fit  for  negociations,  suspected  of  dealing 
in  tnagic^  and  of  applying  himself  to  the  seareh  of 
those  p&rts  of  knowledge^  which  some  whimsical 
people  call  the  oocnlt  sciences.    The  third  of  these 
Tenegadoes  was  George  Frapan,  a  German  engineer, 
commonly  called  Master  George,  a  good  geome<- 
trician,  and  particularly  distinguished  by  his  talents 
in  the  management  of  artillery.    Mahomet,  who 
fpared  nothing  to  engage  such  men  in  bis  serTtce  as 
might  be  useful  to  him,  gave  him  a  considerable 
pension.    The  German  had,  by  his  (KPder^  surveyed 
Most  of  the  Christians  rtrong  places,  upon  which  the 
tifltan  could  have  any  design ;  had  drawn  plans  qf 
^em,  and  had  brought  him  a  very  e&ac^  one  of  the 
city  of  Rhodes  and  the  adjacent  parts. 

The  basha,  to  flattcfr  the  inclinations  of  the  saltan^ 
apoke  to  him  of  these  three  ren^adoes,  as  of  per-r 
Mrts  very  propel  to  give  gneeess  to  bis  designs. 
Mahomet  seiit  for  them,  when,  upon  their  being  m^ 
troduced  into  hh  presence,  they,  m  order  to  make 
ffiem^elves  more  agreeable^  in  eoncei^t  with  Ihie 
trimeter,  told  hi«n,  tliat  l4>e  graat€Bt  part  of  the 
ivaSIe  off  Rbddes  weto  foiling  down ;  that  thwo  was 
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a  great  scarcity  of  amminition  in  the  place;  and 
ttii^t  the  pretended  succours  from  £nrope,  ^trith  the 
hopes  of  which  the  knights  flattered  themselTes^c 
were  very  uncertain^  by  reason  of  the  continual 
Dinars  between  the  Christian  princes.  Each  of  the 
three  renegadoes  presented  him  with  a  plan  of  the 
cfity  of  Rhodes :  that  of  the  German  was  found  to  be 
the  most  regular:  and  it  was  upon  this  plan  that  the 
sultan  regulated  the  order  of  the  attacks,  and  every 
thing  that  was  to  be  executed,  in  order  to  succeed 
In  so  important  an  enterprise. 

The  sultan,  hurried  away  by  his  impatience, 
would  needs  have  the  basha  set  out,  and  without 
waiting  for  the  great  army,  go  in  person  to  recon-> 
tuAite  the  place.  Upon  which  he  commanded  him 
to  embark  forthwith  aboard  some  light  frigates  and 
iressels  of  low  decks,  with  some  companies  of  jani- 
aaties  and  spahis.  He  was  followed  by  the  three 
ren^adoeSf  to  whom  that  prince  promised  a  noble 
reward,  provided  they  could  but  contribute  to 
make  him  master  of  Rhodes.  In  their  passage  the 
Rhodian  Meligalle,  who  had  been  infirm  for  a  long 
titte,  was  seized  with  a  loathsome  illness:  his  flesh 
was  covered  with  ulcers,  and  fell  o£F  piece-meal; 
and  before,  he  expired^  he  wm  in  a  manner  buried 
ia  foU^mim  and  corruption. 

lu  the  mean  time  the  basha  Paleologus  appeared 
lA  eigbt  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  on  the  fourth  of 
I>Qcember  came  to  an  anchor  oflf  the  fortress  of  Fa- 
ne* He  immediately  landed  some  companies  of 
qpabl  to  reeonnoitre,  pursuant  to  his  instructions, 
mid  aaa  if  he  conld  make  a  descent  in  that  place 
Virna^*  "Fhe  bailiff  of  Brandenburg,  who  command- 
ed the  light  horse  of  the  order,  su£fered  these  scouts^ 
wh*  were  very  ti^rsty  of  plunder,  t^  advance  into 
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the  country,  where  he  fell  upon  them,  killed  part 
of  thera,  droTe  the  rest  before  him  to  the  sea  side, 
and/orced  them  to  renembark.  The  basha,  after 
having  taken  them  on  board,  put  off  to  sea;  and 
that  he  might  not  lie  idl^  with  his  master^s  troops, 
whilst  he  waited  for  the  coming  up  of  the  great 
fleet,  he  attempted  a  descent  on  the  isle  of  Tilo,' 
which  belonged  to  the  -order.  The  inhabitahtfi  of 
the  open  country  took  refuge  in  the  fortress,  where 
there  was  a  strong  garrison,  consisting  chiefly  of 
knights. 

Paleologus  battered  the  place  with  all  his  artil-* 
lery  for  eight  days  together;  the  breach  appearing"' 
practicable,  .he  ordered  the  spahi  to  alight,  and  led 
them  0!i  himself  to  the  assault.  He  flattered  him-^ 
sielf  that  he  should  carry  the  castle  in  a  moment; 
but  he  had  not  yet  tried  the  valour  of  the  defendants^i 
The  knights  made  so  vigorous  a  resistance,  that -the 
basha,  after  seeing  the  bravest  of  his  men  drop  at 
the  foot  of  the  walls,  was  obliged  to  sound  a  retreat. 
He  saw  plainly,  from  the  courage  of  the  besieged, 
that  if  he  should  persist  in  his  obstinacy  of  carrying 
on  the  siege,  he  would  be  obliged  t^  begin  it  in 
forfn  with  opening  trenches,  and  proceed  in  the  or-* 
dinary  rules  of  war.  But  not  having  a  body  of 
troops  sufficient  for  such  an  enterprise,  and  the 
weather  not  being  favourable,  he  raised  the  siege 
with  greater  shame  than  loss,  re-embarked  a  secotid 
time,  and  arrived  at  the  port  of  Phisco  in  Lycia,  si- 
tuated twenty-two,  others  say  eighteen  miles  fronf 
Rhodes.  This  was  the  rendezvous  for  the  main 
fleet  and  for  the  land  forces,  which  were  quartered 
in  that  and  the  adjoining  provinces  till  the  return 
of  the  spring. 
It  was  not  till  the  latter  end  of  April  that  «h# 
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main  fleet  of  the  infiddb  set  sail  from  GallipolUa 
passed  the  Hellespont,  eiltered  the  river  of  Lycia^ 
and  eame  in  sight  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes.  The  guard 
posted  on  tlie  top  of  mount  St.  Stephen  made  the 
signai  to  give  notice  that  it  was  in  sight.  The 
grand  master  hastened  thither  immediately  with  tiie 
principal  sea  officers,  who  judged  by  its  working 
that  it  was  going  to  the  port  of  Phisco,  there  to 
take  on  board  the  troops  that  were  in  the  adjacent 
parts.  The  event  diowed  that  this  conjecture  wai 
just  and  well  founded,  for  it  was  in  this  port  that 
the  embarkation  was  made.  They  reckoned  in  this 
fleet  a  hundred  and  sixty  vessels  with  high  decks^ 
besides  feluccaSi  galliots,  flat-bottoibed  vessek  and 
transports :  and  spoke  of  the  laiid-forces  as  mal^iag^  r 
at  least  a  hundred  thousand  men.  This  formi^ble 
armado  arrived  at  last  before  Rhodes,  on  Ma  ji  £3, 
1480.  X.: 

We  have  already  taken  no^ee  of  the  situation  of 
tills  island,  on  occasion  of  the  conquest  which  th» 
knights  made  of  it  under  the  mastership  of  Fulk 
de  Yillaret ;  so  that  to  give  a  clear  notion  of  what 
follows,  we  need  only  remark,  tliat.the  ci^pital  of 
the  ifle,  which  bears  the  same  name,  is  situated  by 
the  sea-side,  upon  the  side  of  a  hill,  which  at  that 
time  was  planted  with  orange  trees,  pomegranates^ 
excellent  miiseadine  grapes,  and  vines  of  yariona 
sorts.  The  place  had  a  double  wall  about  it,  and  waa 
fortified  with  great  towers  at  proper  distances. 
These  walls  and  towers  were  sustained  on  the  inside 
of  the  town  by  a  rampart,  and  on  the  outside  there 
was  a  very  broad  and  deep  ditch.  There  were  t^Q 
ports  belonging  to  it,  of  which  the  first  that  we 
meet  with  in  coming  to  land  there,  served  to  secure 
the  galleys^  and  the  mooth  of  it  was  defended  tgr  % 

TQL.  «•  f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174  HISTORY  OF 

platform,  upon  which  there  was  a  tower  looking  ic 
the  east,  and  called  Fort  St.Elme.  The  great  ships 
lay  in  the  other  port,  which  was  fortified  with  two 
towers;  the  one  called  the  tower  of  St.  John,  and 
the  other  St.  Michad's  towen  They  pretend,  that 
the  two  feet  of  the  famous  Colossus  of  brass,  whtclv 
passed  for  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world, 
were  formerly  placed  on  the  very  spot  where  these 
two  towers  stand,  on  two  rocks  that  are  oyer  against 
one  another.  Near  this  port  there  are  two  little 
bays,  one  of  them  looking  to  the  north,  and  the 
other  to  the  south:  that  which  looks  to  the  north 
had  its  entrance  commanded  by  a  mole,  which  ran 
out  above  three  hundred  paces  into  the  sea;  it  was 
at  the  further  end  of  this  mole  that  the  grand  mas- 
ter  Zacosta  built  the  fortress,  which  was  called  the 
tower  of  St.  Nicholas,  from  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
that  saint,  and  inclosed  within  the  walls  of  the  fort. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  other  bay,  towards  the 
wuth,  there  is  another  tower,  but  not  so  considerable 
as  the  first:  however,  it  served  well  enough  on  its 
mde  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  port.  This  tower 
hindered  any  vessel  from  either  going  in  or  coming 
out  of  it  Two  miles  from  the  town  was  the  moun- 
tain or  hill  of  St  Stephen,  and  a. little  further,  but 
on  another  side,  was  mount  Philerme,  famous  for 
the  devotion  of  the  people  of  the  island,  and  othet 
Christian  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  came  in 
pilgrimage  to  visit  the  church  that  was  built  there 
in  honour  of  the  holy  virgin.  Such  was  th^  situa-r 
tion  of  the  city  of  Rhodes,  and  the  parts  adjacent, 
when  it  was  besieged  by  the  basha  Paleolpgus. 

The  sea  near  the  shore  was  then  covered  with 
the  fleet  of  the  Turks,  who  made  continual  dis- 
charges oC  their  artillery »  in  order  to  favour  the^ 
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a^scent.  They  were  answered  by  the  cannon  df  the 
bity  and  the  forts;  and  the  knights  advanced  sifrord 
an  hand  in  the  water  up  to  the  middle,  to  prevent 
and  stop  the  Turks  from  landiAg.  Mnch  blood  wils 
bpilt  on  this  firrt  occasion;  but  in  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Christian^,  their  bravery  was  forced  to 
yield  to  the  numberless  multitudes  of  the  infidels. 
Those  barbarians  divided  their  troops;  and  whilst  A 
part  of  them  employed  All  the  forces  of  the  knights, 
the  greater  number  landed  ite  crowds  in  remote 
places,  whei*e  there  was  less  opposition;  At  length 
the  whole  army  landed;  they  advanced  to  the 
mountain  or  hill  of  St.  Stephen,  where  they  imme-*- 
diatdy  intrenched  themselves;  and  after  landing 
tbeir  artillery  ftent  to  summons  the  place,  using  both 
threats  and  ph>mises,  which  were  slighted  alike. 

Several  detachments  of  infidels  appeared  soon 
After  in  the  plain :  the  principal  commanders,  that 
ivere  at  their  head,  advanced  to  reconnoitre  th^ 
fortifications  of  the  place.  There  was  no  approach^- 
ing  them  without  danger,  and  the  vigorous  sallies 
that  were  made  obliged  them  to  take  to  their  heels, 
and  fly  back  to  their  camp.  In  one  of  these  sallied, 
wherein  the  vicorale  deMonteil,  the  grand  master's 
brother,  commanded,  the  renegade  Demetrius  lost 
his  life.  His  horse  was  killed  under  him ;  he  fell  to 
the  ground ;  and  the  weight  of  his  armour  hinder- 
ing him  from  rising,  some  squadrons,  that  were  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  rode  over  him,  and  crushed 
him  to  death.  The  order  also,  on  this  occasion,  lost 
the  chevalier  de  Murat,  of  the  language  of  Au- 
vergne,  and  of  the  illustrious  house  of  la  Tour,  who, 
-pushing  the  infidek  with  more  eagerness  than  pru- 
dence, was  surrounded  by  a  squadron  of  spahi|  who 
cut  off  hi«  head. 
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iProm  these  light  Bkirmishes,  which  #€re  of  no 
great  moment  on  either  side,  it  was  Aecessary  |o 
come  to  more  regular  attacks*  The  German  engi- 
neer, after  having  viewed  all  the  ontworks  of  the 
place,  advised  the  basha  to  make  his  first  attack  on 
the  tower  of  St*  Nicholas,  flattering  him  with  the 
hopes  of  being  soon  master  of  the  port  an4  citjr^ 
provided  he  could  once  take  that  fortress.  Pale* 
ologus,  following  his  ^dvice,  planted  immediately 
a  battery  of  three  large  pieces  of  cannont  near  the 
church  of  St.  Anthony,  which  began  to  batter  the 
tower.  The  grand  master,  on  his  side,  ordered  a 
counter-battery  to  be  raised  in  the  garden  of  the 
language  of  Anvergne,  which  made  full  as  great  a 
^re:  and  the  gunners  on  both  sides  did  all  they 
could  to  dismount  the  cannon  on  the  opposite  ImA- 
teries.  This,  howeyer,  was  but  a  slight  prelude  to 
the  terrible  thunder  that  was  heard,  when  the  basha 
had  erected  all  his  batteries^  and  planted  on  them 
that  prodigious  number  of  cannon  of  all  sizes,  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  brought  into  his  camp. 

The  German  engineer,  to  join  artifice  to  open 
force,  and  find  means  to  reconnoitre  the  weak  places 
of  the  town,  concerting  the  matter  first  with  the 
Turkish  general,  presented  himself  the  next  day  as 
a  jdeserter  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch^  and  in  a  sup*-* 
pliant  manner,  as  if  he  was  afraid  of  being  taket|» 
l>egged  the  guard  to  open  l^m  the  wicket  that  mot 
ment.^  The  grand  master  havii^  notice  of  it,  or^ 
dered  him  to  be  let  in,  and  he  was  conducted  dir 
reetly  to  his  palace.  H^  was  a  tall  handsome  mai^ 
had  a  gbod  air»  was  subtle  iq  his  discourse,  and 
concealed  under  an  ingenuons  outside  all  the  ad- 
dress of  a  cunning  and  deceitful  villain. 
*  RelsUon  ds  Merrj  de  Dapoy,  p.  17. 
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The  ^and  maiter,  who  had  the  council  of  the 
order  aboat  him,  asked  him  the  reason  why  he  had 
quitted  the  service  of  so  potent  a  prince  as  Maho-> 
mett  especially  when  he  exposed  himself,  if  the 
place  was  taken*  to  ^e  cruel  tortures  and  execu* 
tions  with  which  they  punished  deserters.  The  per^ 
fidious  German,  without  changing  colour,  and  with 
that  air  of  sincerity  which  peculiarly  distinguishea 
bis  nation,  dissembled  his  change  of  religion,  and 
answered  that  he  was  a  Christian;  that  greediness  * 
of  gain  and  hope  of  reward  had  engaged  him,  as 
they  had  several  other  Christians,  to  follow  the 
grand  seignior's  standard ;  but  that  ever  since  that 
prince's  army  was  landed  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  he 
had  feH  sach  a  terrible  remorse  of  conscience,  that 
he  was  not  able  to  bear  the  reproaches  of  it  any 
longer*  aad  was  therefore  come  cordially  to  offer 
him  hii  service,  and  to  sacrifice  his  life  in  the  de-* 
fence  of  Rhpdes  and  the  order. 

Hie  grand  master,  though  always  on  his  guard 
against  deserters*  did  not  discover  the  least  signs  of 
diffidence;  on  the  contrary*  he  extolled  the  pious 
motivea  that  had  brought  him  back  into  the  service 
of  Christian  princes;  and  then  asked  him,  with  all 
the  show  and  air  of  confidence  imaginable,  what 
might  be  thedesigns!*  and  also  the  number  of  the 
farces  of  the  basha. 

«'  The  basha*''  replied  the  German, '« hath  bnt 
ioo  plainly  declared  his  own  designs,  and  those  of 
his  master*  by  his  attacks.  As  fw  his  forces,  yon 
yourself  may  have  seen  how  niimerous  and  formi- 
dable his  fleet  is.  The  land  forces  consist  of  above 
an  hundred  thousand  men*  most  of  them  old  soldiers* 
who  have  followed  Amurath  and  Mahomet  his  son 
in  all  their  cwquests.    But  his  artillery  is  what  n 
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besieged  town  ought  to  dread  the  most  Never  had 
any  general  so  vast  a  number  of  cannon  in  bis  Bxmy, 
and  at  the  same  ttitie  so  well  managed ;  and  besides 
his  ordinary  cannon^  he  has^  since  his  arrival  iu^tbe 
island,  caused  sixteen  pieces  of  great  cannon  to  be 
cast,  called  Basilisks  or  double  cannon,  eighteen 
feet  long,  and  carrying  ball  of  two  or  three  feet 
diameter/'  He  continued  further  to  say,  that  hia 
mortars  were  altogether  as  dreadful  in  their  effects, 
and  that  they  threw  stones  of  a  prodigious  bulk. 
•'  You  will  feel  immediately,"  said  he,  "  the  fury 
of  those  infernal  machines,  against  which  you  can- 
not take  your  precautions  too  soon/'  To  gain  the 
grand  master's  confidence,  and  make  that  confi- 
dence a  step  to  the  treason  he  designed,  he  gave 
him  several  advices  of  great  importance  for  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  place,  and  which  in  the  event  proved 
very  useful. 

Several  lords  of  the  council,  whd  heard  himfy 
thought  the  villain  very  sincere  in  all  he  said ; 
others,  who  remembered  they  had  seen  him  for- 
merly in  that  very  city  of  Rhodes,  told  the  master 
privately,  that  he  had  ever  since  that  time  been 
considered  as  an  adventurer,  and  a  vagabond  that 
had  no  religion,  and  was  capable  of  doing  and  at^ 
tempting  any  thing  for  money.  This  made  an  inr» 
pression;  but  what  completed  to  make  him  sus- 
pected was,  that  they  shot  at  the  same  time  into 
the  town  billets  fixed  to  arrows,  which  had  only 
these  words  wrote  in  them,  "  Beware  of  Master 
George/'  These  were  immediately  carried  to  the 
grand  master;  and  some  in  the  council,  in  their 
plain  way  of  thinking,  attributed  these  advices  to 
the  grand  seignior's  Christian  subjects,  whom  ho 
forced  to  serve  in  hiv  armie^r    Others  maintained^ 
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that  it  might  be  an  artifice  of  the  baiha's*  who  af- 
fected to  discredit  his  spy^  in  order  to  recommend 
him  the  more  to  the  confidence  of  the  knights.  The 
grand  master^  that  he  might  rnn  no  hazard^  and  at 
the  same  time  make,  if  possible,  an  adyantage  of 
the  talents  of  this  engineer,  ordered  the  ofiScers  of 
the  artillery  to  get  out  of  him  whatever  might  be 
useful  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  watch  him  as  a  spy.     And  in  order  to  pre- 
vent his  getting  out  of  the  city,  or  holding  any 
correspondence  with  the  Turks,  he  set  six  soldiers 
as  a  guard  over  him,  who  never  lost  sight  of  him 
wherever  he  went    The  German,  pursuant  to  his 
orders,   endeavoured  to  reconnoitre  the  weakest 
places  .of  the  town;  but  as  soon  as  he  came  near  a 
bulwark  or  a  bastion,  he  was  always  accosted  by 
some  commander,  who,  with  a  cold  and  severe  air, 
asked  him  what  he  wanted :  so  that  fearing  to  ren« 
der  himself  suspected,  and  to  be  treated  as  a  spy, 
he  kept  himself  retired  in  the  lodging  that  was  at?, 
signed  him^ 

The  basha,  whilst  he  was  waiting  the  success  of 

his  treason,  and  their  mutual  intelligence,^  conti-* 

nued  battering  the  tower  of  St«  Nicholas  with  his 

heaviest  artillery :  they  fired  above  three  hundred 

cannon  shot  against  it:  the  side  towards  the  sea, 

which  was  strengthened  with  a  rampart,  bore  the 

brunt  of  the  artilli^ry  very  well;  but  that  part  of 

the  wall,  which  w^  over  against  the  town,  was  en- 

>     tirely  beaten  down.    The  stones  and  rubbish,  by  a 

^    .  ^  lucky  accident,  stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  wall^ 

heaped  one  upon  another,  but  in  the  form  of  a  slope, 

10  that  it  served  on  the  outside  as  a  second  wall. 

The  grand  master,  however,  knowing  that  thf 

♦  Caoursin^  p.  S. 
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iafety  of  the  town  depended  on  the  presenrfttion  of 
tilts  fort^  ient  the  flower  of  the  knights  into  it»  un- 
der the  conduct  of  the  commander  Caretto^  of  the 
language  of  Italy^  a  knight  of  approved  valoor, 
and  considered  as  one  of  the  first  of  the  order. 
These  gallant  knights  worked  night  and  day  to 
intrench  themselvei,  and  raised  batteries  to  defend 
the  breach.  The  grand  master,  observing  that  in 
certain  places^  the  sea  was  sometimes  so  low,  that 
the  Turks  might  fbrd  it,  and  get  npon  the  mole, 
caused  tables  and  planks,  thick  set  with  nails  and 
iron  spikes,  to  be  thrown  into  the  water,  to  spoil 
the  bottom.  At  the  same  time  they  fitted  out  some 
fireshiptf,  at  the  foot  of  the  rocks  that  lay  about  the 
tower,  to  set  fire  to  the  enemy's  galleys,  if  tbej 
diould  offer  to  approach  too  near.  A  body  of  French 
and  Spanish  knights,  by  his  order,  posted  them<- 
seWes  in  the  town  ditch,  in  order  to  defend  the  ap« 
preaches,  or  upon  the  least  signal  to  throw  them- 
4elyes  into  the  fort,  and  reinfwce  the  garrison. 
After  these  precautions,  the  grand  master,  not  wil- 
ling to  leave  the  defence  of  so  important  a  place  to 
the  care  of  another,  threw  himself  into  it,  with  the 
discount  de  Monteil  his  brother,  and  other  Tohm- 
teers,  who  would  needs  share  with  him  in  the  niani* 
fest  danger  to  which  he  was  exposing  himself. 

And  indeed  the  baAa  ordered  the  assault  to  be 
given  the  next  day,  which  was  the  9lh  of  June; 
and  two  hours  before  day«*break  his  galleys  and 
K^t  vessels,  with  a  body  of  infiMttry  aboard,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  tower  with  a  favourable  wind. 
They  soon  reached  the  mole ;  their  soldiers  leaped 
ashore  witfi  gre&t  shouts,  and  advanced  boldly  to 
file  assault,  in  spite  of  all  the  fire  made  from  seve* 
tal  bfttteries  tl»at  played  upon  them.  The  difficulty 
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6f  m6imtin^  (he  breach  obligM  them  to  make  ute 
tif  fodders ;  Hity  pdaeed  them  iiHih  an  air  b(  mtre^ 
jAAity  to  that  heap  ^f  lidhes  whreh  the  etntida  had 
ireateti  Ao^ii,  and  which  served  a^  a  tare  yfsAl  t6 
Ihe  place,  aiid  mounted  td  the  storm  8W6rd  hi  hahd^ 
tvrifh  a  resolution  stifficient  to  astbtaidi  any  Other 
men'  hut  the  knights.  The  grand  ttizitex  was  iipoti 
the  breach,  and  perfoi^fbed  the  offiee  of  s(  capiain 
ahd  a*  soldier  at  otie  and  the  tf^me  time.  His  ahnont 
trajs  pierced  through  in  several  places  in  thiB  en* 
^ageniient,  and  a  ^ard'of  a  stoUe  having  carried 
aff  his  helmet  without  woundirtg  him,  he,  without 
atHy  concern,  took  off  the  hat  of  the  first  soldier  that 
Ijtood  next  Mm.  The  fear  of  other  accidetits  stffl 
more  fatal,  made  the  knights,  who  knew  not  what 
h  was  to  tremble  for  themiselves,  to  be  under  the 
greatest  apprehensions  for  the  dafet j  of  the  grand 
master :  and  the  commander  Caretto,  begging  him 
with  g^reat  respect,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  otder, 
to  retire,  atid  leave  the  care  of  defending  the  breach 
^0  his  knights,  ''  This,''  says  he  to  him»  "  is  the 
post  of  honour  thatl>elongs  to  yolir  grand  master:'^ 
then  turning  towards  Cai'etto,  '*>  and  if  I  am  killed 
there,''  added  he  with  a  dmile^  ^'  you  have  more  to 
hope  than  I  have  to  fear:'!'  giving^  bim  thereby  t6 
understand,  that  hi^^  gi'eat  vali^hV  miade  him  IJbdnk 
he  merited  to  be  hx$  successor. 

The  knights  following  the  example,  and  fightin||( 
In  the  presence  of  the  grand  liiaijter,  Uned  the 
bf ea;(ih ;  and,  for  waiit  of  a  wall,  made  a'  rampar$ 
t^ith  their  bddies. .  Some  overturn  the  Maliug-lad- 
dbtls;  others  throw  down  masses  of  vast  ^eight^ 
l!hat  crush  the  aitiaiiants  to  pieces' in  their  fall;  nor 
fte  iherif  v&tating  some,  who  throw  fik'e  work«  and 
biJiiKii^  oil  oil  theiaMiilants:  every  OAe  has  a  ihatf 
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in  the  attepk,  and  all  exert  tbeinflelTes  in  a  r^sii^ 
tance  that  seems  to  be  superior  to  human  strength^ 
The  Turks  do  not  appear  any  way  daunted;  not 
pi^e  of  them  draws  back  from  danger.  If  the  knights 
strike  any  of  them  down  from  the  ladders,  their 
places  are  immediately  supplied  by  p|;hers,  whp 
press  on  to  mount.  Such  as  coiild  not  get  to  th^ 
posts  of  danger  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  fired  upon 
the  breach  with  thejr  muskets,  annoyed  the  knights 
^ith  their  arrows,  or  e]se  tried  to  lay  hold  of  them 
with  cramp-irons  fastened  to  cords,  and  so  pull  them 
down  to  the  ground,  in  order  to  cut  them  to  pieces. 

I^  wQuld  be  impossible  tp  relate  all  the  actions 
pf  the  most  finished  valour  that  were  performed  by 
private  persons  of  each  party :  history  has  not  pre-* 
served  the  particulars  of  them.  At  length  fire, 
whose  strength  is  greater  and  more  terrible  than 
^hat  of  men,  determined  fhe  fate  of  this  furious  at- 
tacks The  fireships  of  the  order,  fastening  them- 
selyes  tp  ^everal  pf  the  Turkish  galleys,  set  then^ 
,  pn^fe;  the  cannon  of  fhe  ci|y  played  upon  the 
rest ;  aq^  ^he  knights,  whose  force  and  courage 
seemed  to  redoublp  v^i^}i  the  heat  of  the  attack^ 
inade  such  a  dreadful  ifire  wi^h  their  small  shotj 
^hat  the  infidels,  after  the  losp  of  their  principal 
leaders^  took  to  their  heels,  and,  in  their  precipitate 
retreat,  were  drowned  or  killedi  in  gr.eat  number| 
on  the  searshore,  ps  they  were  prowding  to  get 
Hboard  their  vessels! 

This  il}  success,  instead  of  daunting  the  basha, 
did  but  exasperate  him  the  fuore  against  the  knights. 
But,  that  he  might  not  show  an  unreasonable  ob- 
titinacy.in  continuing  the  attack  of  a  place  whither 
the  grand  master  seemed  to  have  drawn  all  hi^ 
tprces,  he  turned  all  his  efforts  against  ^he  bpdy  p^ 
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tKe  pl^ce.  By  his  orders  two  attacks  were  carried 
on  at  the  same  time,  one  against  the  quarter  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  other  towards  the  post  of  the  Italian 
inn.  But  the  latter  was  onlj  a  false  attack ;  the 
itne  one  was  against  the  Jews  trail:  the  basha 
raised  several  batteries  to  beat  it  down;  and  though, 
as  historians  of  that  time  relate,  it  was  twenty-eight 
feet  thick,  yet  being  old,  and  not  strengthened  by 
a  rampart,  the  force  of  the  artillery  soon  put  it  ia 
a  tottering  condition.  The  grand  masterj  in  order 
io  be  provided  for  the  Turks,  If  they  shonld  attempt 
a  storm,  ordered  several  houses  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  dug  a  very  broad  and  deep  ditch  on  the  spot 
ikrhere  they  stood,  behind  whicli  they  raised  a  new 
brick  wall,  sustained  by  a  thick  rampart,  a  work 
which  seems  incredible,  considering  the  short  time 
employed  in  finishing  it  But  iis  they  all  saw  the 
Aecesnty  of  it,  and  the  danger  the  town  was  ex- 
posed to,  every  body  worked  at  it  with  equal  ar-» 
dour.  The  grand  master,  and  th  e  most  ancient 
commanders  by  his  ekample,  performed  the  office 
of  workmen  and  pioneers.  All  the  inhabitants, 
without  distinction  of  Age,  sex  or  condition,  worked 
night  and  day:  and  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  who 
had  such  frequent  disputes  in  time  of  peace,  now 
laid  all  aside,  except  that  of  a  generous  emulation^ 
in  striving  who  should  first  finish  the  task  they  had 
taken  upon  themselves.  The  Jewish  women,  as  well 
as  the  Christian,  being  threatened  with  an  odious 
slavery,  and  dreading  still  more  the  indignities  they 
should  be  exposed  to,  if  the  city  should  be  taken 
by  storm^  drudged  at  the  l^ork  as  well  as  the  men. 
The  very  nuns  came  out  of  their  convents,  and  as* 
Sisted  the  workmen  with  an  incredible  zeal.  Every 
one  was  then  a  soldier  or  a  pioneer.    Every  on« 
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eonspired  and  united  in  the  defence  of  their  cotif-^ 
men  country;  and  it  was  owing  to  this  general 
zeal^  that  the  grand  master  \^as  able,  in  so  short  a 
time,  to  finish  such  great  works,  which  in  anj  other 
junctfire  co|ild  not  ha?e  been  performed  in  several, 
months 

In  the  mean  tim^  the  artillery  of  the  infidels  wad 
continually  battering  the  wall ;  nothing  could  resist 
their  t)a8ilisks  and  great  cannon :  and  the  noise  of 
them  was  hef^rd  from  the  isle  of  Lango,  which  is 
one  hundr^  miles  to  the  weit  of  Rhodes^,  to  the  isle 
of  Chateai^rpux,  iivbich  is  the  same  distance  from  it 
to  the  east  Their  mortars  at  the  same  time  thte^ 
Sftones  of  prodigioud  siz^^  ^hich  felt  into  t)^e  c|ty, 
and,  lighting  upon  Houaef^  bjrok^  through,  the  rpofs^ 
made  their  waj  through  the  several  stories,  and 
crushed  to,  pieces  ^11  that  they  fell  vpon:  no  one 
was  saf^  from  them;  and  tt  was  this  kind  of  attack 
tiiat  gave  the  greatest  terror  to  the  RhQdian9.. 

The  grand  mafflkerj  to  lodge  the  women  and  chil^ 
dren  especially  in  a.  place  of  security,  oi:dered  them 
to  retire  into  ^  quarter  of  the  city  that  lay  farUiest 
distant  from  ibe  batteries,  and  was  to  the  west  be* 
tween  the  houses  9fkd  ramparts.  On  this  place  tliej 
ia^id  great  beams,  by  way  of  roof^  ^i^d  made  it  so 
substantial  and  tib^jc^,  that  there  was  no  danger 
from  the  great;  s;^09es:  and  to  pay  t^e  basha  in  his 
own  coiOt  the  grand  master^  vfiih  the  help  of  the 
most  skilful  eqgine^rst  set  the  carpenters  of  the 
tpwQ  to.  make  a  wooden  engine,^  that  would  also 
throw  stones  of  a  prodigious  bulk :  and  tl^ese  stones 
not  only  crushed  9II  the  soldiecs  to  pieces  that  were 
within  their  reachj  but  their  vast  weight  falling 
upon  hollow  grounds  they  broke  through  and  kille4 
the  worl^men  in  the  bottom  of  thi^ir  minqt»    The 
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kiughtet  «Qt  of  rmllery,  called  this  maclttiie  thb 
TRIBUTE^  alluding  to  that  which  Mahomet  de« 
maaded  of  the  order,  and  giying  him  vithal  to 
underBtand,  that  he  wag  to  expect  no  other  kind  of 
payment. 

In  the  mean  time  the  general  of  the  infideb  piuhed 
hU  approaches  with  vigour,  and  his  artillery  having 
nude  great  breaches,  he  sent  to  reconnoitre  them, 
in  order  to  an  assault.  But  he  was  strangely  sur- 
prised to  learn,  that  the  knights  had  made  a  deep 
ditch,  and  raised  a  new  wall  behind  the  old  one. 
He  was  likewise  told  by  some  deserters,  that  by  the 
grand  master's  care  and  vigilance,  the  women  and 
children  especially  had  no  occasioo  to  dread  the 
terrible  effect  of  the  stones,  which  now  would  fall 
only  upon  empty  houses. 

The  basha,  enraged  to  find  in  the  grand  master's 
aingle  person  continual  obstacles  to  aU  his  enter* 
prises,  resolved  to  get  rid  of  him  at  any  rate,  and 
get  him  dispatched  by  dagger  or  poison.  For  the 
execution  oip  this  base  design,  he  pitched  upon  two 
des^rteis  of  the  garrison,  who  since  their  desertion 
had  renounced  the  faith;  the  one  a  Dalmatian,  and 
the  other  bb  Albanian.  Theae  two  renegadoes, 
tempted  by  the  alluring  promises  of  the  basha,  and 
in  concert  with  him,  quitted  his  army,  and  got  back 
into  the  town>  as  if  they  had  made  their  escape  out 
of  the  handa  of  the  in&deli,  after  having  been  taken 
in  a  sally.  They  received  them  into  the  place  witb 
joy,  and  without  the  least  diffidence.  The  villaimi 
were  already  beginning  to  rejoico  for  the  success 
Ifrhich  they  expected  in  their  undertaking;  the 
Dalmatian,  as  they  pretend^  had  actually  bribed  an 
inferior  officer  of  his  table,  who  only  waited  a  fa- 
vouroblo  opportunitgr  to  execute  the  horrid  conipl- 
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tacy.  The  Albanian^  who  was  acquainted  with  the 
grand  master's  iectetary,  findings  him  discontenteit 
with  that  prince,  was  imprudent  enough  to  opeii 
himself  to  him ;  and  showing  him  letters  sealed  with 
the  basha's  seal,  promised  him  the  first  dignities  of 
the  empire,  and  immense  wealth,  if  he  would  exe- 
cute what  the  Albanian  proposed  to  him  in  his  uam^: 
The  secretary,  who  was  a  man  of  great  honour^ 
immediately  discovered  it  to  the  grand  master; 
upon  which  the  Albanian  was  seized,  and,  being 
put  to  the  torture,  discovered  his  accomplice  r  bu€ 
before  they  could  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execu-- 
tion,  they  were' both  torn  to  pieces  by  the  people. 

The  basha,  not  discouraged  at  the  ill  success  of 
his  shameful  and  abominable  design,  had  again  re- 
course to  open  force^  and  without  quitting  the  at-'' 
tack  of  the  Jews^  quarter,  he,  by  the  advice  of  the 
principal  officers  of  his  army,  resumed  the  first  pro* 
ject  of  the  German,  and  resolved  to  carry  the  tower' 
of  St  Nicholas. 

A  canal,  which  indeed  was  pretty  narrow,  ran 
between  this  tower  and  the  place  where  the  infidels 
were  encamped ;  and  in  order  to  attack  it,  it  was 
necessary  to  cross  the  canal,  or  that  little  arm  of 
the  sea,  which  is  formed  by  one  of  the  bays  before- 
mentioned.  The  general  of  the  galleys,  the  coti' 
mander  of  the  troops  of  Anatolia^  and  Merla  Bey^ 
son-in-law  to  one  of  Mahomet's  sons,  all  officers  of 
great  experience  and  valour,  undertook  to  make 
the  attack,  and  land  the  troopg  necessary  for  the 
execution  of  it,  upon  the  mole.  For  this  purpose^ 
they  framed  a  bridge,  which  was  to  reach  from* 
St.  Anthony's  church  to  the  tower;  and  for  the 
guiding  and  placing  one  end  of  it  upon  the  point  of 
the  mole  of  St  NicholaSi  a  Turluh  eng^ineer  in  the 
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flight-time  carried  an  anchor  to  the  place,  and  fixed 
it  to  the  foot  of  a  rock  which  was  covered  with  the 
pea;  pntting  through  the  ringof  the  anchor  a  great 
cable,  which  was  fixed  to  the  head  of  the  bridge, 
and  was  to  make  it  go  forwards  by  means  of  the 
capstan.  But  Gerva^e  Rogers^  an  English  seaman, 
whose  name  history  has  preserved,  being  acciden- 
tally on  the  place,  and  having  observed  all  that  the 
Turkish  engineer  did,  withoKt  discovering  himself, 
suffered  him  to  go  away  to  a  distance,  and  then 
plunged  into  the  sea,  loosed  the  cable,  which  he  left 
on  the  strand,  and  carried  off  the  anchor,  which  he 
brought  to  the  gvaxid  master,  who  gave  him  a  very 
handsome  reward.  The  Turks,  when  their  bridge 
was  got  ready,  endeavoured  to  make  it  go  forwards 
by  means  of  the  cable ;  but  soon  found,  by  the  ease 
which  they  had  in  pulling  it,  that  their  stratagem 
was  discovered  and  disappointed. 

The  basha,  disappointed  in  this  expedient,  ^t 
together  a  great  number  of  boats  to  sustain  this 
^oating  bridge,  a^nd  tow  it  in  the  night  tp  the  side 
of  the  mole  where  it  was  to  be  fastened.  The  soldiers 
got  upon  the  mole,  and  were  filing  continually  one 
after  another  over  the  bridge,  whilst  the  galliots, 
and  other  light  vessels,  at  the  same  tiipe  landed  se- 
jeral  companies  of  the  bravest  troops  of  the  army 
pn  the  other  side.  They  all  flattered  themselves 
with  hopes  of  surprising  the  Christians;  but  d'Au-* 
busson,  who  had  foreseen  this  second  attack,  after 
Jiaving  reinforced  the  garrison,  and  lined  tl^e  wall 
with  a  body  of  intrepid  musqueteers,  and  a  good 
number  of  cannon,  was  expecting  them  resolutely 
pn  the  breach.  At  the  noise  which  the  Turks  made 
in  getting  upon  the  mole,  they,  by  his  order,  made 
in  the  dark  two  such  furious  ^iBcharges  99  aU  sides. 
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ivhich  Inckily  took  ^eat  efteet,  that  abundance  of 
the  infidelg  were  killed. 

The  basha,  who  was  in  person  at  the  head  of^  th\i 
?nterpri8e,  not  to  expose  his  soldiers  long;er  to  the 
iEre  of  the  fortressj  made  them  advance  to  the  foot 
of  the  fort,  on  that  side  where  his  artillery  had 
made  great  breaches.    Thej  soon  came  to  Uows^ 
and  without  any  pther  light  than  what  came  fi^om 
firepots,  granadoes,  and  volleys  of  fire  arms,  a  long 
and  obstinate  engagement  ensued.  The  bridge  and  ' 
galliots  snppiied  the  Turks  continually  with  fresk 
troops.    Neyer  did  those  infideb  show  toore  valour, 
and  so  absolute  a  courage.    Some  of  them,  by  th^ 
lielp  of  their  ladders^  mounted  to  the  top  of  the 
breach,  and  scorning  to  retire,  chose  rather  to  be 
killed  than  ask  quarter.    Merla  9ey  stood  his 
ground  almost  alone,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  ^wer; 
and  making  himself  a  rampart  With  the  bodies  nf 
the  dead,  atid  covered  ail  over  with  wounds,  he 
killed  several  kntghtd  with  his  own  hand,  but  at 
last  striking  a  soldier,  yrho  had  just  wounded  hini 
wiltk  his  sabre,  and  whom  he  Aen^  D^ith  the  blow, 
he  f cfll  dead  by  Uu  side.  Kor  was  the  cottd>at  upon 
the  sea  less  furious.  The  firediips,  ivhich  the  grand 
master  had  {prepared,  grappled  with  the  Turkish 
galleys  that  battered  the  fbrt,  and  set  them  on  fire. 
The  cries  bf  those  that  crowded  to  get  out  of  tb^ 
fire  thsre  blasted  about  them-;  the  smoke  smd  roaring 
of  the  cajnum;  the  groans  of  the  wounded^;  the 
horror  of  the  daiikness,  all  was  not  able  to  damp 
the  eourage  of  the  combatants :  they  all  seemed  re- 
fatved  either  to  vanqniA  or  die.    The  same  valouv 
and  rescflntion  was  conspicuous  on  both  sides.  ItoDir 
many  heroic  actions  hath  the  darkness  of  tiie  night 
concealed  froni*our  knowie%e!  At  len^  the  d^ 
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tf^Mred^  ainl  dkc^veM  fte  lotti  sisttelMi  by  tkt 
iaMeb.  The  sea  was  eoMved  with  floaikiiig  eti^ 
ea^ti,  iKTWB,  arrows,  turbantfl,  and  the  halks  of  «beit 
gMeyfi  0till  in  smolie.  To  make  timt  cidamstiM 
gwater,  ih^gwmejm  of  th0  fart,  obNirTiB^  tiia 
tatoajr^a  bridge  tiirttli^ed  with  loUieK^  erowdiap 
to  tha  relief  of  tiieif  comrades,  th«7  leveUed  Ihsfar 
awnan  a^ast  it,  and  beak  4be  bttdga  to  pteeoo. 
The  barbarians,  not  able  any  huigar  to  bear  np 
a^tinet  tbe  OiriAians,  fave  over  the  aOaek,  rc^ 
j^anlless  of  i&e  tiireats  and  intrealies  of  their  ofin 
acffs,  and  Ikd  for  their  lives  ta  fiio  rtrnds  in  which 
tbej  first  aaaie. 

Sereral  knights  at  tho  head  of  the  i^arvison  fmr^ 
food  and  cvt  a  nambei^  of  them  to  {piecos.  Moray 
or  MaredicdaPais,  whom  I  faavefoUowed in  scvocal 
partsof  this  rtlatioa,  tclhrns,  that  a  Franoiiean  niar^ 
Anriamy  Fradin,  was  ona  of  tfaeftMreiaostintiiis  pms 
suit;  that  he  ran  with  a sain4  in  fats  hand  into  tha 
asa,  as  hi^h  as  his  waist,,  to  htader  the  isriftdels  from 
io»ambarking;  that  ha  killed  several  of  them ;  akid 
that  the  infidels  last,  in  this  engai^ement,  above  two 
thonsasid  five  hmidrad  aien*  We  may  reasonably 
oonclnde,  especially  in  a  eombat  that  was  ehiefiy 
fought  daring  the  darkness  of  tha  night,  that  thia 
eonld  not  have  happened  wttiiont  the  order's  Mker 
wise  losing  several  of  itaknigfits.  It  is,  tndaed,  ge-« 
narally  allowed  tiiat  tkey  were  almost  all  wonndedl 
hot  they  did  not  reckon  abovts  tsrelvo  kilfed^  who, 
with,  the  loss  t)f  their  lives,  siealed  the  profession 
they  madOi  of  4efenduig  the  ardetr  to  thelaat  d|»p 
of  their  bkoad. 

This  ill  soacesB  tbreif  the  Tnrfcr iata  a  aotastaraa* 
tian^  which  was  isncceedad  by  a  melinichaly  silencii 
fat  three  ^ys  together  all  over  ttfrvtep;  the|^ 
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$nnk  into  a  kind  of  indolence;  the  general  hinuelf 
was  infected  vith  it,  and  could  not  tell  whftt  reso^ 
lution  to  take :  bnt  as  he  dreaded  Mahomet's  rage 
as  much  as  he  did  the  sword  of  the  knights,  he  at 
last  came  out  of  this  lethargy,  and  raising  his  spi- 
rits, applied  himself  again  to  the  siege,  and  renewed 
his  attacks  with  as  much  fur  j  as  ever*  He  had  no 
encouragement  to  go  on  with  that  of  the  tower;  he 
therefore  returned  to  the  posts  of  Italy  and  the 
Jews,  which  he  battered  again  with  all  his  artillery: 
but  to  conceal  the  place  where  he  really  designed 
his  attack,  he  raised  other  batteries  against  different 
quarters  of  the  walls.  The  historians  of  the  siege 
tell  us,  that  there  were  three  thousand  five  hundred 
volleys  made  by  these  basilisks  and  great  cannon^ 
which  quite  battered  down  a  great  part  of  the  walls, 
towers,  and  ravelins.  These  infernal  maehihes  had 
dreadful  effects;  but  they  were  not  his  only  way  of 
attacking :  he  had  soldiers  and  pioneers  continually* 
at  work,  some  of  wh^m  carried  earth  andfa&cineffto 
£11  up  the  ditch,  while  some  were  digging  under 
ground,  and  others  pushing  on  the  galleries,  and 
preparing  mines  to  blow  up  the  fortifications  thiit 
were  left  The  town  was  open  oh  all  sidles;  bat, 
above  all,  the  low  town  and  the  Jews  quarteir  seemed 

the  most  ruined,  and  in  the  greatest  danger.  

In  this  extremity  the  knights  that  guarded  tbt 
German  engineer  took  hfm  to  the  breach,  showed 
him  the  ruins  of  it,  the  works  of  the  besiegers,  thii 
condition  of  the  ditch,  which  was  in  a  maimer  filled 
i|p,  and  desired  the  assistance  of  his  art  against  the 
daiiger  they  were  in.  At  this  sight,  whatever  dist 
Mmuliation  the  traitor  had  practised  since  his  being 
in  tiie  place,  he  yet  could  not  help  discovering  an 
lil-hatured  satisfaction,  when/  ipunediately  reedt 
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leetiog  Mmself,  he  returned  to  the  part  he  acted, 
and  pretended  to  lament  the  misfortune  of  Rhodes 
itnd  the  knights :  ''  What  succour/*  said  he  fo  them, 
'^  can  you  hope  for  in  a  place  that  it  open  on  all 
sides,  surrounded  with  a  hundred  thousand  men 
ready  to  storm  it,  and  which  must  infallibly  be  car-* 
ried  at  the  first  assault?''  However,  to  keep  on 
playing  his  old  game,  he  declared  himself  of  opinion, 
that  they  should  change  the  place  of  their  batteries, 
and,  by  a  new  piece  of  treachery,  which  he  had 
uudoubtedly  concerted  with  the  hatha  before  they 
parted,  he  got  them  to  raise  batteries  in  the  weakest 
places  of  the  town,  to  signify  to  the  Turks  where 
they  should  direct  their  own ;  and>  |Under  pretence 
uf  making  himself  serviceable,  he  would  needs  point 
and  fire  the  cannon  himself:  but  they  soon  found 
that  he  not  only  shot  at  random,  but  occasioned 
firesh  cannonadings  to  be  made  against  the  place 
that  he  fired  from.  These  difierent  obserrationt 
made  him  to  be  the  more  suspected.  He  was  brought 
before  the  council  of  war;  and  faultering  several 
times  in  his  answers  to  the  qjuestions  which  the 
judges  put  to  him,  he  was,  in  order  to  have  his  cou^ 
tradictions  laid  opeu>.  put  to  the  torture,  when  hf 
at  last  owned,  that  he  came  into  the  place  by  the 
express  order  of  Mahomet^  and  that  for  no  other 
end  but  to  deliver  it  up,  if  he  could,  to  the  infidels; 
thai  though  he  was  watched  by  the  guards  whoin 
the  grand  master  set  over  him,  he  had,  nevertheless, 
found  means  to  convey  very  useful  intelligence  to 
their  camp ;  that  this  was  not  the  first  place  he  had 
betrayed,  under  pretence  of  a  feigned  repentance; 
and  that  he  had  himself  been  the  sole  occasion  of 
the.  loss  of  an  infinite  number  of  Christians.  Hit 
confesaou  was  brought  to  the  grand  master,  who 
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immediateljr  ordered  the  infamous  viUaitf  to  he 
executed. 

But  80mi^  Uaii^ti  and  Spanish  knights  ^d  not  fail 
to  reflect  upon  what  he  had  said  of  the  danger  the* 
eity  wae  in,  of  being  carded  at  the  first  assault; 
tills,  indeed^  was  but  too  visible :  they  comninnir* 
eated  to.  each,  other  their  mntoal  fright :  the  cabal 
grew  stvong^  aad  sect et  confereucefr  were  held#  tile 
result  whereof  wasi  that  since  there  was  no  saying 
Khodc«»  it  waa  net  jsut  to.  sacrifice  what  knigjhta 
were  left,  to  tbe  dcspeMte  humour  of  the  geand 
Kiaster^  a  maa  who  did  not  care,  to  survive  the  loss 
of  his  priacipalil^^  but  that  Aheyr  whatevtt  he  had 
ipeeelved  to  the.  contrary,  ought  to  sute  thekliigUe 
andinhabiaants  by  an  bononraUe  coBspofitionu  Tbesa 
inunnufs  and  scandalons  prcyeots  soon  reaehadithe 
palace.    The  grand  master  had  notioe  of.  them  2  he 
eeni  for  theae  knightf,  and»  as  if  he  considered  them 
no  longer  a4uong  the  professed  membenioCtheonfeiv 
^  Gentlemen/'  said  he  to  them^  "  if  any  e£  yon 
think  yourselvce  net  safe  in  the«place^  the  |N>rt  is 
not  yet  so  closely  blocked  rq^>  bvt  that  jovkmsj 
€nd  meane  taget  o^."    Tlien»  asanmjngr  an  ait  of 
anfgesty^  indignation  and  wrath>  he  added^  *'  but  if 
you  think  fit  to  stay  with  ui,  speak,  not  a  word  more 
about  a  composition^  for,  if  yen  do,  year  lives  shall 
pay  for  it." 

These,  terrible  wondi/filed  tbosoi  knigKts  with 
shame  and  confusion;  and  they  had  a  very  happy 
effect,  for  they  immediately  called,  up. in  their 
minds  all  their  brave  aad  heroia.sesrtimente.  They 
detested  their  own  weakness^  aqd.  all  promised  to 
make  atonement  for  it  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
Mood»  or  that  of  the  infidels:  and  they  were  after- 
wardi  always  the  first  to  expose  thonselvea  to  the 
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greatest  dangers.  Nor  would  tt  have  been  posaibU 
ton  men  of  leu  re^olntioD  to  hayeretisted  the  contl* 
ttaalattscka  of  the  Turks.  The  basha  battered  the 
city  night  and  day  vithoistgivittglfaebesi^ed  the 
least  intermisnon :  but  as  his  principal  design  wat 
to  make  the  assault  on  the  side  of  the  Jews  walU 
and  the  ditch  was  still  of  a  considerable  depth,  his 
soldieDS^  by  his  orders^  and  under  the  fire  of  his 
cannon,  wwked  with  so  m&di  ardour  and  success^ 
that  they  at  last  filled  it  up,  so  that  a  squadron  of 
horse  might  easily  march  over  it  into  the  tawn. 

Etrery  tiling  was  ready  for  the  assault  There 
were  neither  ditches,  nor  w^ls^  nor  towers,  to^hin* 
dar  Ibe  Tucks  in  making  it^  Bnt  the  badia^  miio 
dreaded  the  horoic  yalouf  of  the  knights»  more  than 
he  did  the  fixTtificalaons  of  art,  and  was  for  saving 
his  troops*  sent  to  the  grand  master  to  propose  a 
conferenee^  in  hopea  o£  pt evailing  with  him  to  sur* 
render  rather  than  watt  the  last  extremitiesi  The 
grand  master  in  order  to  gain  time  to  make  new  inr 
trendiments,  was  not  averse  to  the  proposaL  The 
cmiference  was  held  the  next  day  by  the  ditch  side. 
ISie  basfaar  was  net  there  ia  peTSon«  but  sent  one  of 
the  piincipal  attcers  of  his  aony  ist  his  stead ;  and 
the  giatid  master  on  his  ude*^  deputed  brother 
Anthony  Gaultier,  eastelUtt  of  Riiodefli^  for  tiiat 
purposew'  The  Turkish  officer^  laying  askle  that 
prond  air  and  haughty  way  which  Mahomet's  for^ 
nndable  power  generally  inspired  into  his  nanisteni, 
pressed  the  knights  toxMoavent  tiie  calamities  which 
.Qsnally  attend  4  plaee  Ukjon  by  storm.  He  told 
Hie  eastellnn,  ihataigallaBtdefd^ce  jutfly  deserved 
'tile  esteem  ^nd  praises  even  of  the  enemy,  if  they 
diad  any  prospbotof  good  srccess;  but  that  valour 

>  #  Oupeii^  p.  (ff. 
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ought  to  have  its  boundB,  and  that  it  \irai  hot  M 
much  courage  as  rash  madness  to  throw  themselves 
into  perilsj  out  of  which  there  was  no  possibility  of 
escaping :  that  it  was  likewise  a  sort  of  inhumanity 
to  involve  innocent  people  therein,  under  pretence 
of  defending  them;  that  the  walls  of  the  townwer^ 
demolished,  the  towers  beaten  dowuj  the  ditches 
filled  up;  that  Rhodes  in  fine  was  no  more,  or  at 
least  was  only  a  confused  mass  of  rubbish  and  heap 
of  ashes,  which  the  basha  could  make  himself  mas^ 
ter  of  in  an  assault  of  two  hours  continuance  onlyj 
When  putting  on  a  soft  and  insinuating  air,  he 
begged  of  him  to  prevail  with  the  grand  master 
and  the  council  to  come  to  a  plrudent  composition^ 
and  prevent  a  general  massacre  of  the  knights  and 
inhabitants,  the  dbhonour  of  the  women  and  mai- 
dens, and  all  the  horrors  that  are  inseparable  always 
from  a  place  taken  by  storm^  and  sword  in  hand. 

Though  the  grand  master  *  did  not  appear  at 
this  conference,  he  yet  was  not  far  off.  He  heard 
all  the  Turk's  artful  discourse ;  and  by  his  orders 
the  castellan  of  Rhodes  answered,  that  the  basha 
was  very  ill  served  by  his  spies,  who  had  not  given 
him  a  true  account  of  the^  condition  and  forces  of 
the  place;  that  if  the  Turks  durst  make  an  assault 
they  would  instead  of  a  wall,  find  new  ditches, 
works  and  intrenchments  within,  which  would  pot 
'  them  to  the  expense  of  a  vast  deal  of  blood  before 
they  could  force  them ;  but  fliougb  they  had  not 
such  obstacles  to  surmount,  yet  the  city  was  strong 
enough  as  long  as  it  was  defended  by  the  knigfati^ 
who  had  all  but  one  heart  and  one  mind,  and  no 
view  in  nature  but  the  defence  of  the  £aith,  and  the 
honour  and  glory  of  the  order ;  and  that  men  wh^ 

*  Caounin;  p%  10» 
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were  not  afraid  of  death,  were  a  much  stronget 
fortification  than  walls  and  bastions.  Thus  ended 
the  conference;  the  Turkish  euvoy  retired,  and 
gave  the  hatha  to  understand,  that  there  was  no  de- 
pending on  a  compositioiij  and  that  nothing  but  the 
force  of  arms  could  determine  the  fate  of  Rhodes^ 

The  basha,  vexed  and  ashamed  that  he  had  made 
such  a  stepi'to  no  purpose,  swore  in  the  transports  of 
his  passion,  that  be  would  put  all  to  the  sword.' 
They  likewise  sharpened  a  great  number  of  stakes 
by  his  order,  for  impaling  the  knights  and  inhabi- 
tants ;  he  promised  the  plunder  of  the  city  to  hit 
soldiers,  and  commanded  ladders  and  the  necessary 
ijdachines  for  the  assault  to  be  carried  to  several 
places,  in  order  to  oblige  the  knights  to  divide  their 
forces.  But  the  true  attack  and  main  effort  of  his 
forces  was  directed  against  the  Jews  quarter,  which, 
was  the  most  ruined.  There  were  not  the  least 
footsteps  of  a  wall  to  be  seen  in  that  place,  as  we 
have  observed;  the  ditch  was  filled  up,  and  to  hin- 
der  the  knights  from  making  intrenchments,  or  even 
from  appearing  on  the  breaches,  several  batteries 
were  kept  firing  a  whole  d$iy  and  night  without  in* 
ter  mission,  and  carried  off  every  thing  that  appeared 
upon  them.  In  fine,  the  day  following,  July.  27,  a 
little  after  sun-rising,  the  Turks  advance  in  good 
order,  and  with  great  nlence,  get  out  without 
making  any  noise  upon  the  ramparts,  and  make 
themselves  masters  of  them,  without  finding  the 
least  resistance.  The  Christians  who  stood  upon 
their  guard,  had,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  cannon 
that  played  continually,  posted  themselves  at  the 
bottom  of  a  slope  which  was  made  by  the  rubbish 
^f  the  wall  on  their  side,  and  most  of  them  being 
worn  out  with  watching  and  fatigues  were  unluckily 
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jftdeep.  The  Turks  proud  of  this  begionfaig^  Qf  fftet* 
cett  &x  Ibdr  colours^  and  fortify  themsehres  in  fhftt 
post  The  i)adiay  agreeably  sarprised  with  thir 
bappjr  beginnii^,  orders  new  troops  to  advanee,  «q 
that  the  rampart  was  soon  coyered  with  them. 

Rhodes  would  hare  been  lost  without  an  imme- 
diate succour,  but  the  grand  master  having  notice 
of  the  danger  the  place  was  in,  ordered  the  great 
standard  of  liie  order  tp  be  tmmtdiately  [displayed^ 
and  turning  hfanself  towards  the  knights  that  he 
had  kept  about  him,  in  order  to  march  to  the  placet 
which  riiould  be  most  pressed,  ^'  Let  ns  go,  my 
brethren/^  says  he  to  them  with  a  noble  fortitude, 
^'  and  fight  for  the  fatthand  the  defence  of  Rhodes, 
or  bury  oursetrev  in  its  rains/'*  He  adrances  imr 
mediately  in  gneat  haste  at  the  bead  of  those 
knights,  and  sees  with  surprise  five-and-twenty 
hundred  Turks  masters  of  the  breach,  the  rampart 
and  all  the  platform  about  it.  As  the  houses  and 
etreets  were  much  lower,  there  ^as  no  going  tp 
tiiem,  or  getting  upon  tiie  rampart,  but  by  two 
atair  cases,  which  were  then  covered  with  the  mV 
bish  of  the  wall.  The  grand  master  takes  a  ladder, 
daps  it  himself  to  that  heap  of  stones,  and  without 
regarding  those  that  the  enemies  threw  upon  him, 
mounts  first  with  a  half*pike  in  his  hand ;  the 
kaaghta  in  imitation  of  his  bravery,  some  with  lad-^ 
decs,  and  others  climbing  up  the  rubbish,  exert 
tiiemselves  to  the  utmost  in  following  him,  and  get 
to  Ae  t<^  of  the  rampart. « 

Tiiere  was  seen  on  thia  occasion,  contrary  to 
what  is  generally  prlctised  Iti  sieges,  the  besieged 
thesaaelves  mounting  to  the  assault,  and  the  be^ 

*  Baptist  Fulgoslus  de  dictis  factisqae  memorabilibus  collect 
tAoeorsoi,  Lib.  3.  paijicala  pHUiItina. 
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ikgera  standing  on  the  iefeoAxe.    The  infidds  rer 
fftihe  flie  ChristitM  wilh  their  mufiket-shot  and  arr 
row8^  ofr  dse  by  idling  down  great  stones  upon 
!diem«     All  the  valour  of  these  courageous  kUtjghti 
cokiM  not  force  its  way  through  so  vigorous  an  o^ 
podtion.    Several  were  crushed  to  dealii  by  the 
iveight  of  the  stones  rolled  dolvn  upcm  them.    The 
gmiid  master  himself  was  twice  t&roilkru  down;  but 
ih  i|iiie  of  impending  deaths  which  presented  itself 
on  all  sides^  and  without  regarding  two  wotinds  ha 
had  just  received^  he  gets  up  and  bravely  moutfU 
agdin  through  a  cont&nual  fire  of  untskets^  ami 
showers  of  arrows  and  stones :  and  jiecdnded  by  bis 
gallant  knights^  leaps  at  last  upon  the  rampart  oa 
which  the  Turks  had  posted  themselves.  The  coHIh 
bat  was  then  upon  more  equal  terfais :  the  knights 
fall  sword  in  hand  upon  the  iafidela;  they  close  on 
botii  sides  in  a  moment,  with  a  reciprocal  fury ;  all 
are  engaged,  and  seem  resolved  fo  vanquish.    One 
side  to  maintain  liM,  first  advantage^  atid  the  other 
to  regain  a  post  on  which  the  safety  of  the  plaet 
depended.  The  grand  master  diatinguished  himself 
more  by  his  surprising  valour  than  by  his  dignity  & 
he  killed  several  officers  of  the  Turks  with  his  owoi 
hand,  and  threw  othere  of  them  dowil  from  ther 
walls. 

Victory  began  to  declare  Hsdf  m  bis  filvoun  The 
Turks  £^ve  way ;  their  battaliote  ojiev;  the  basha^ 
who  perceived  it,  ordered  a  body  ^  the  jasainriea 
to  advance  immediately  to  tiieir  suiiport ;  be  hlmselC 
advanced  also  by  their  side,  with  his  sabr«  in  hand^ 
either  to  encourage  them,  or  to  kfll  silch  |m  should 
retire  back.  He  soon  discovered  tire  grand  master^ 
not  so  much  by  his  arms,  as  by  the  deadly  blows  he 
0SLye.    As  he  had  not  been  able  to  destroy  him  br 
yoL.  i\.  S  c 
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poison,  M  hu  been  already  seen^  he  engaged  sevew 
ral  janizaries,  by  the  hopes  of  a  great  reward^  to 
attack  him  particularly,  and  by  his  death  revenge 
the  blood  of  their  companions.  Twelve  of  the  mosf; 
resolute  soldiers  of  that  body  devoted  themselves, 
•s  it  frere  to  death,  in  order  to  dispatch  him.  They 
Tudi  headlong  into  the  midst  of  the  engagement, 
charge  the  Christians  with  vigour,  pierce  their 
ranks,  open  a  way  to  the  grand  master,  and  in  spite 
of  the  knights  that  surrounded  his  persoq,  attacl^ 
him  and  give  him  five  great  wounds  at  once.  The 
ardour  with  which  he  was  inflamed  in  the  heat  of 
the  coipbat,  hindered  him  at  first  from  feeling  them : 
he  fought  on  some  time  longer  with  his  usual  valour. 
The  knights  seeing  the  bipod  that  flowed  from  hb 
wounds,  begged  of  him  to  retire ;  but  that  great 
man,  instead  of  pbmplying  v^ith  their  afiectjonatft 
intreaties,  cried  out,  f  Let  us  die  in  this  place,  my 
dear  brethren,  rather  than  retire.  Can  we  ever  die 
more  gloriously  fjian  in  the  defence  of  our  faitl^ 
and  religion?*^ 

These  he^roic  sentfments,  the  wopnds  he  had  re-: 
celved,  the  blood  that  wa9  rtreaining  from  them, 
and  the  desire  of  revenging  h|m,  animated  the 
knights  and  Christian  soldiers  in  such  a  inanner,  that 
mad  with  vexation,  and  like  men  that  were  resolved 
not  to  sunrive  their  leaders,  they  thre)v  themselves 
like  furies  into  the  thickest  of  the  enemy,  and  mad^ 
a  horrible  slaughter  of  them.  The  Turks,  daunted 
at  their  blows,  which  rage  inspired  with  an  uncom- 
mon force,  take  thefn  for  other  men,  or  for  some- 
thing more  than  man.  Terror  seized  their  spirits; 
aense  and  judgment  is  lost  with  their  courage;  they 
all  took  to  their  heels,  and  in  this  disorder  and  con- 
fusion kill  one  another  to  ma|(e  th^mselvfts  way^ 
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The  inights  took  advantage  of  this  consterhatioUi 
and  not  satisfied  mth  having  regained  the  breachi 
they  sallied  ont  and  pursued  the  Turks.  In  vain 
did  the  basha  labour  to  mdke  them  take  heart;  iii 
s^ite  of  his  promises  and  threats,  the  flight  becamd 
general ;  they  drag  him  along  with  tliem  in  thci 
universal  roiit,  and  he  was  glad  to  get  into  his  ciimp 
for  refuge ;  he  afterwards  made  the  best  of  his  wajr 
tb  his  ships  and  galley s«  and  went  on  board  with  as 
much  shame  as  vexation. 

The  graiid  master^  covered  with  his  own  blood 
and  with  that  of  his  enemies^  but  more  with  glory^ 
was  cartied  into  his  palace,  where  by  the  £are  of 
hii  knights*  and  the  ^ood  Wishes  of  all  his  people^ 
he  recovered  his  health  in  a  stiort  time.  As  soon  aa 
he  was  able  to  willk,  he  went  to  the  church  of  St* 
John,  to  returh  thinks  to  the  God  of  hosts  for  the 
Victory  he  had  won :  and  in  order  to  leave  sbmo 
lasting  monuments  of  his  acknowledgments  and 
piety,  he  built  three  churches  id  honour  of  tho 
Blessed  Virgin  and  the  patroii-saints  of  the  order. 
He  made  severfU  fdunddtions  in  these  churches,  to 
pray  to  God  for  ever  for  the  souls  of  the  knights  that 
Direre  killed  in  this  bloody  siege.  The  surviving 
knights,  that  had  signalized  themselves  most,  were 
distinguished  by  his  favotir^,  in  which  even  i|ie 
tikeanest  Soldiers  had  their  shdre;  Und,  to  give  some 
relief  to  the  peasants  and  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
"virhofie  lands  had  been  ravaged  by  the  infildels,  he 
distributed  com  amon^  them  for  their  siibsistelice 
till  the  next  harvest,  and  exempted  them  for  some 
years  from  the  tixes  they  used  to  pay  before  the 
ifiege. 

If  the  grand  master  made  all  the  inhabitant^  of 
llhddes  happy  by  his  victory  and  liberality,  Mabo*! 
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met,  on  the  contivy,  upon  the  first  news  fie  had  eft 
the  raisinj^  of  the  siege,  fell  into  a  rage  that  mad!e 
every  body  tremble;  he  was  for  strangling  his  ge-* 
neral  and  the  principal  officers  of  his  army;  no  one 
durst  appear  in  his  presence.  Paleologns  thought 
himself  happy  with  the  loss  only  of  his  dignity : 
Mahomet  banished  him  to  Gallipoli*  After  the  first 
violence  of  his  passion  was  over,  in  order  to  console 
himself,  in  some  measure,  he  declared  that  his^ troops 
vi^ere  never  successful  but  w[hen  under  his  own  con* 
duct;  and  he  rMolvec^,  the  next  campaign,  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  army. 

The  preparations  he  made  for  that  purpose,  were 
extraordina^:  he  mustered  no  less  than  three  hun* 
ived  thousand  men,,  and  the  general  rendezvous  was 
in  Bithynia,  a  province  adjoining  Lycia»  wh^re 
they  said  he  was  to  embark,  in  order  to  p^ss,  over  to 
Rhodes.  Others  suspected  that  this  great  armament 
v[as  designed  against  the  soldan  of  Egypt;  and  thej 
founded  their  conjecture  upon  prince  Ziaim,  one  of 
his  sons,  having  already  entered  Syria  by  hb  orders. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  Mahomet  had  passed  the  Helles- 
pont, and  was  marehiag  with  great  diligence  through 
Anatolia,  when  a  blow  from  heaven  put  a  stop  to 
his  enterprises*    A  violent  fit  of  the  cholic  carried 
him  off,  at  a  little  town  of  Bithynia,  called  Teggiar 
Tzair.  He  died  on  the  3d  of  May,  1481.  They  car- 
ried his  body  to  Constantinople,  to  inter  it  in  a  mOsqno 
of  his  own  foundation:  and  though  that  prince  had 
conquered    two  empires,  twelve  kingdom^t  nnd 
above  three  hundred.  toWns^  yet  the  epitaph  put 
over  him,,  which  they  pretend  he  diew  up  him- 
self, makes  no  mention  of  those  great  actions;  aa 
if  he  reckoned  them  nothing  in  comparison  of  hit 
last  projects.    AU  they  put  over:  his  tomb  wat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  EKMHM  09  IIALTA.  $0k 

lilwe  or  tea  Tvrludi  wortk  mij,  the  fmrport  oi 
wkichii, 

I   DESiaXBD   TO    CONOtJER   RHODES, 
AND    SUBDUE    PROUD    ITALY. 

M  ahoBiet^  by  his  deaths  left  the  priacet  Bejazet  ani 
Hxm,  hit  worn,  heini  to  hii  TMt  empire,  Thej 
fiMiwI  it»  however,  too  aarrow  fet  their  ambition; 
neither  of  them  would  hear  a  word  of  ^Tiding  it; 
bodi  were  for  rogning  alone.  Caoarno,  a  coatem* 
porary  historian^  and  ?iee-chaneeUor  of  the  order  of 
St  John,  pretendi  that  B^jazet wae  the  eldM*  Jalig^, 
another  hiftorian  of  the  Miae  time,  gires  the  right 
of  ekknMp  to  Zixim:  a  faartka  of  no  great  eoa- 
•eqaenee  iaa  warlike  natioa,  where  arms  had  almost 
always  deetded  tike  possesion  of  the  crown. 

Bajsset  loved  study  more  than  war^  and  he  lovsd 
wine  yet  better  than  stady.  The  Tmriui  ascribe  tfl^ 
him  a  trandation  into  their  langnage  of  the  worfca^ 
of  A vemes,  a  famous  Arabian  pUlssopher^  the  oma* 
meat  of  Cordova^  where  ho  was  bom.  Ziziai,  lesa 
volnptaoas  than  his  bretihar^  had  always  shown  a 
great  impattsaca  of  fidlewiag  liho  wraiaple  of  hior 
father^  and  aafairiag  ^ory  by*  war.  They  pietend, 
thi^  Aese  two  biathms  had  never  seen  one  another 
but  eaee«  Mahewat,  wlsohad  an  msatiaJde  thiist^ 
•ftoc  soveteiga  penreib  had  alw^ra  kqpt  them.  asun-> 
4trc  fearing  ttusy  aboald  unite  against  him^  At 
jUio  time  of  that  priaoa'a  death,  Bi|jttet  resided  at 
^maaa,  a  city  sitaatadaatfaaBhmk  Sea,  in  th# 
f artheit  part  of  Cappadocia;  Ziaum'a  raadrace  wa^i 
M  Magatsia^  aci^  ef  Carta. 

hk  tikis  imnato  absence  e£  the  two  broUiers,  tha> 
bashaaandgieat  oflkem  of  the  crown  were  divided 
{ahoBttihechoi<a  of  an  emperor.  Every  ona^qpouat^^ 
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the  side  that  best  raited  his  interest  or  incliiiiitiMf/ 
Mahomet,  then  grand  vizier,  or  first  basba,  whcT 
succeeded  Misach  Paleplogus  in  that  dignity,  had 
most  inclination  to  Zizim.  But  the  basha  Chersee-* 
Ogli,  son-iu-Iaw  to  Bajazet,  seizing  on  the  treasures 
of  Mahomet,  matde  use  of  them  to  gam  the  janizaries 
of  the  Porte.  Aehmet  Geduc,  another  basha,  and 
the  greatest  captain  then  among  the  Turk^,  being 
returned  frdm  Italy,  inhere  he  had  taken  the  town 
of  Otranto,  got  the  army  he  commanded  to  declare^ 
in  favour  of  Bajazet. 

The;^  were  surprised  that  thitf  general,  who  wa^ 
bora  a  soldier  and  trained  np  in  war,  and  who,  iis 
MahomeVt  life  time,  had  had  very  warm  qna^b 
with  Bajazet,  should  prefer  him  to  Zi^im,  a  prince 
of  extraordinary  Tsilour.  Bat  he  did  this  probably 
from  political  motives,  fancying  that  he  should  be 
more  necessary  and  considerable  under  an  unwarlike 
prince,  ^iven  up  entirely  to  plearare,  than  under 
the  dominion  of  a  sultan,  who  would  command  his 
froops  in  person.  Whatever  washis  motive,  Bajazet't 
par^,  by  the  dexterity  and  good  conduct  of  those 
that  had  the  management  of  it,  got  the  better,  and 
that  prince  was  procMmed  grand  seignior  at  Con«* 
Mantinople.  In  order  not  to  leave  the  throne  vacant 
during  his  absence,  his  partisans  aet  up,  in  quality 
of  his  lieutenant,  one  of  hit  soup,  named  Corcutus,  n 
young  prince,  who,  though  scarcely  eight  yeare 
old,  showed  a  great  unwillingness  to  quit  it  after- 
wards, when,  upon  the  arrival  of  his  father,  he  waa 
forced  to  rerign  it  to  him. 

Zizim,  who  was  at  a  greater  distance  from  Con-' 
ftantinople,  was  later  in  receiving  advice  of  Ma- 
homet's death.  He  set  out  immediately  on  hia  way 
thither;  but  being  informed  thftt  hi»  brother  had^ 
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^t  the  start  of  him^  and  that  the  cafHtal  of  the  em- 
pire had  declared  in  his  favour,  he  return^,  put 
hinuelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  that  he  commanded 
in  Syria,  leTied  new  troops,  seized  on  Bursa  and  all 
Bithynia,  and  resolved  to  wait  the  coming  up  of  his 
enemy  in  that  placer 

Bajazeti  to  hinder  him  from  fortifying  himself  in 
Asia,  ordered  his  best  troops  to  march  immediately 
agaipst  him.  This  army  was  composed  chiefly  of 
janizaries  and  spahis,  the  flower  of  the  Turkish  in*- 
fantry  and  cavalry,  which  were  reinforced  with  a 
body  of  European  troops,  superior  in  force  and 
courage  to  the  AMatics,  who  were  most  of  them  efie^ 
minated  by  the  pleasures  and  luxury  of  the  country. 
What  made  this  army  still  more  formidable  was, 
that  the  valiant  Achmet,  the  darling  of  the  soldiery^ 
was  general  of  it;  and  Bajazet,  who  was  indebted 
to  him  for  the  favour  of  the  troops,  by  committing 
the  general  command  o^  them  to  him,  made  him 
again  thj?  sovereign  disposer  of  his  fortune  and 
empire, 

Achmet  having  passed  the  Bosphoms,  entered 
Asia,  and  advanced  towards  Bursa.  Zizim  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  shut  himself  in  that  place  and 
stand  a  siege.  He  therefore  advanced  against  his 
brother's  forcei.  They  soon  came  to  an  engage- 
ment :  a  great  empire  was  to  be  the  prize  of  the  vic- 
torious. Zizim,  in  ord^r  to  obtain  it,  was  incredibly 
valiant :  that  prince,  with  sabre  in  hand,  charged 
all  that  stood  before  him :  the  combat  was  bloody 
and  obstinate,  they  took  no  prisoners,  and  gave  no 
quarter  on  either  side ;  and  it  was  some  time  before 
it  could  be  distinguished  on  what  side  the  victory 
would  fall.  But  Achmet,  after  letting  the  enemy 
sppnd  all  their  fire,  putting  himself  at  th^  h^^d  of  9 
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Imijrof  reserre  Ihart  htd  Mt  yet  favght,  mifle  m 
fwioai  a  ckarge  oil  tiie  AtiaHesi  that  their  troops^ 
eontteting  mostly  of  imw  levies,  eauM  no  loi^et 
fostain  the  diock  of  the  Eoropeans.  In  vain  did 
SSinn  exert  himself  to  renew  the  engagement^  ral* 
Ijing  his  cavalry  several  times,  and  returning  iq 
the  charge.  The  bravest  of  them,  who  never-quitted 
him  in  the  battle,  fell  almost  all  by  his  side.  Achmet 
met  with  very  little  oppontion  from  the  infiintt7; 
most  of  them  were  cnt  to  pieces;  snch  as  escaped 
the  sword  of  the  victorions  fled  for  their  lives,  and 
tiie  fear  of  falling  into  Bajazet^s  power  fwced  Zizim 
at  last  to  do  the  same. 

Night  comi|ig  on  was  favourable  to  his  escape. 
He  threw  himself  into  the  midst  of  a  fbtest  As  the 
night  concealed  the  greatness  of  his  loss,  he  flat-- 
tered  himself  with  the  hopes  of  rallying  his  troops 
the  next  day,  and  trying  again  the  fortune  of  war ; 
Imt,  not  being  able  to  get  above  forty  horsemen 
together,  the  rest  being  either  killed  or  dispersed^ 
he  had  no  other  course  to  take,  but  to  retreat  aa 
fkst  as  possible  from  a  place  which  had  proved  so 
nnfortunate,  and  which  might  still  be  more  fatal  to 
him :  he  was,  however,  under  a  difficulty  about  re-; 
0olving  on  a  place  to  take  refuge  in.  Among  those 
that  ttill  continued  about  him,  some  of  them  pro- 
^posed  Egypti  where  Caif-^Bei  reigned  as  sqldan, 
while  others  were  for  his  applying  to  the  prince  of 
Caramania,  or  the  gpcand  master  of  Rhodes,  all  of 
them  open  eifemiesof  the  Turks,  or  jealotis  of  til^eir 
power.     Ziztm  determined  in  favour  of  the  soldan, 
the  strongest  potentate  of  the  three.  Passing  alway^t 
through  bye-road^,  he  got  safe  with  his  little  troop 
to  Sjnria,  went  into  Falesfine,  came  to  Jerusalem, 
visited  the  mosquCi  which  they  called  the  teinide  of 
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Solomon^  ^^^here  he  paid  his  devotions^  and  crowing 
the  deserts  df  Arabia,  arriyed  at  Grand  Cairo.  He 
vr^s  apparently  received  as  a  sovereign  prince,  with 
all  the  honours  and  ceremonies  due  to  his  birth,  but 
in  reality  with  au  indi£Rerence,  such  as  princea 
usually  discover  for  the  unfortunate.  Cait-Bei  did 
not  think  proper  to  associate  himself  with  his  ill- 
fortune;  and  all  his  good  offices  ended  in  ofiering 
Zizim  his  mediation  with  his  brother.  That  prince 
accepted  it,  rather  out  of  complaisance  to  the  aoldan, 
than  out  of  any  hopes  of  good  success  from  it.  The 
soldan  immediately  dispatched  an  emir  to  Constan- 
tinople. During  his  voyage,  Zizim  out  of  devotion 
visited  Mecca,  and  at  his  return  brought  his  wifia 
and  children  to  Cairo.  They  were  received  with 
respect  by  the  soldan,  and  promised  his  constant 
protection. 

The  emir  that  Cait-Bi^t  had  sent  to  Constantino- 
ple«  began  his  negociation  as  soon  as  he  arrived. 
Bajazet,  by  the  advice  of  Achmet,  his  first  minis- 
ter, in  order  to  amuse  Zizim,  proposed  to  the  soldan 
to  give  his  brother  a  province  in  Asia.  Cait-Bet, 
to  weaken  the  Turkish  empire,  could  have  wished 
there  had  been  a  little  more  proportion  in  the  share 
allowed  him;  but  as  Bajazet  was  master  of  the 
whole  em(4re,  and  pretended  to  prescribe  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  the  soldan  being,  as  most  mediators 
are,  indi£Perent  with  respect  to  the  interest  of  Zizim^ 
was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  accept  his  brother's 
pt^^iosal,  and  represented  to  him,  that  a  great  pro* 
Vin<$#^  in  which  he  was  to  reign  as  absolute  sove-* 
reign,'  was  preferable  to  a  war,  the  success  whereof 
was  donblful.  Zizim,  who  aspired  to  the  einiNrc^ 
and  whose  courage  and  ambition  madctl^im.  liimk, 
himsejf.more  worthj  of  it  than  his  broHMr^  fejecte4 

voif..  II.  2d 
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his  ofien  with  disdain.  He  moreover  saw  plpiftlyf 
that  they  odIj  sought  to  involve  him  in  a  labyrinth 
of  artifice,  and  an  endless  oe^^ciation;  so  that  he 
answered  the  soldan,  that  snch  great  pretensions  oi^ 
bolh  sjdesf  and  a  dispute  of  such  importance,  could 
only  be  determined  by  the  sword* 

But  finding  that  prince  not  disposed  to  take  up 
arms  in  his  favour,  he  pply  recoaamended  his  wife 
and  chiljdren  to  him,  and  then  retired  to  the  Cara* 
Iranian  prince  of  Cilicia,  in  whom  he  expected  tQ 
find  more  generosity  and  resolution,  and  who  had, 
indeed,  sent  to  him  in  E^ypt,  tq  offer  him  the  asr 
aistance  of  his  arms,  and  propose  the  uniting  their 
forces  against  Bsjazet.  Mahomet  had  taken  from, 
that  prince  all  Cappadpcia,  aiid  that  part  of  Cilici% 
which  borders  upon  mount  Taurus.  Zizim  came  to 
his  court,  and  propnbed  him  by  the  mos(  solemn 
paths  to  restore  him  ^bose  provinces,  in  case  he 
should  ever,  by  the  assistance  of  his  troops,  recovejr 
^he  throne.  The  two  princes,  in  an  interview,  swore 
an  inyiolable  fidelity  to  one  another ;  the  Carama- 
nian  immediately  made  preparations  for  war,  and 
sent  to  his  allies  and  neighbour*  to  demand  succour^* 
The  grand  master  of  Rhodes,  who  was  one  of  that 
number,  sent  him  five  galleys,  well  equipped  with 
soldiers  and  artillery,  to  keep  the  sea,  and  defend 
the  coasts  of  his  country ;  and  the  Caramanian,  at 
the  sarpe  time,  received  seyeral  reinforcements frooit 
some  petty  Mahometan  princes,  who  entered  into 
th''  league  against  a  powe^  that  peemed  ready  to 
swallow  up  all  the  rest. 

These  princes,  having  joined  their  troops  before 
Achmet  had  drawn  his  out  of  their  winter  quarters, 
advanced  as  far  as  the  plains  of  Laranda,  in  the 
fartheat  pa?tf  of  Cappadpcia*  Bajaaeet  ww  mrnnae^ 
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io  he&r,  that  his  brother  had  returned  oul  of  Egypt 
to  dispute  the  empire  with  him.     His  crown^  and 
even  his  life,  were  at  stake,  and  depetided  upon  op^ 
posing  their  measures.     Achmet  indeed  was  at  the 
head  of  a  gteat  body  of  troops,  able  to  fight  the 
enemy;  but  a  distrust,  natiiral  enough  to  weak 
men,  made  him  apprehensiire  that  that  general 
might  possibly  be  bribed  to  go  over  to  his  brother : 
besides,  his  ministers,  who  were  jealous  of  the  glory 
tirhich  the  vizier  had  in  this  war,  represented  to 
that  prince,  that,  in  a  quarrel  which  was  personsil 
in  respect  to  hirb,  and  of  such  mighty  importance, 
his  soldiers  would  have  an  ill  opinion  of  his  valour« 
was  he  not  to  show  himself  at  the  head  of  his  army^ 
These  considerations  determined  him  to  pass  the 
Bosphorutf:  he  entered  Asia:  his  army  consi^ed  of 
a  hundred  thousand  men :  that  cf  Achmet  was  near 
as  numerous.     After  he  had  joined  the  suUan,  that 
prince  aiade  a  review  of  ail  his  troops,  when  Ach- 
met appeared  at  their  head;  but  Bajatet  observing, 
that  Achmeti  instead  6f  wearing  his  sword  by  his 
Aide,  had  it  only  tied  tO  the  pommel  of  his  horse's 
feaddle,  cried  out,  '*  My  protector^  yoti  have  a  great 
memory;  forget  the  faults  of  my  youth,  put  yoilr 
fcword  again  by  your  side,  and  employ  it  with  yout 
accustomed  valour  against  our  enemies.'^ 

In  order  to  the  right  understanding  of  this  pas- 
tege,  it  ii  necessary  to  call  to  mind  what  has  been 
already  observed,  relating  to  Mahomet  the  Second's 
war  against  Persia.  Bajazet,  who  was  then  young, 
followed  him  iii  that  expedition,  and  had  a  parti-^ 
ctilar  command  over  a  body  of  troops.  The  sultan^ 
his  father,  who  had  no  *  great  opinion  either  of  big 
capacity  or  valour,  some  hours  before  the  engage- 
*inent  began^  ordered  Achmet  to  visit  the  Uae  whef  s 
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Bajacet  commanded,  and  see  if  his  troops  vreve 
drawn  np  in  order  of  battle.  But  that  officer,  find- 
ing them  all  in  confusion,  could  not  help  reproach- 
ing him  in  pretty  harsh  terras :  ''Is  it  in  this  man- 
ner. Sir,"  says  the  old  warrior,  "  that  a  prince,  who 
has  a  mind  to  conquer,  should  draw  up  his  sol- 
diers?" Bajazet,  vexed  at  this  reproach,  told  him^ 
the  time  would  come  when  he  would  make  him  re- 
pent his  insolence.  "  And  what  will  you  do?"  re- 
plied the  haughty Achmet.  ''  I  swear  by  my  father's 
soul,  that  if  ever  you  con^e  to  the  empire,  I  will 
never  gird  a  sword  to  my  side  for  your  seryice/' 

Such  was  the  occasion  of  Achmet's  appearing  at 
the  review  with  his  sword  tied  to  the  pommel  of  his 
horse's  saddle.  But  BajaMt  stood  in  too  much  need 
of  his  valour  and  experience,  not  to  endeavour  to 
make  him  forget  that  little  quarreL  Peace  was  soon 
made  between  that  prince  and  his  general :  they 
had  now  nothing  more  to  think  of  but  to  go  in  quest 
of  the  enemy «.  They  pretend,  that  Bajazet *s  gene- 
ral defeated  Zizim  in  a  second  battle :  other  authors 
say,  that  the  allies  being  too  weak  to  keep  the  field, 
retired  into  the  straits  of  mount  Taurus,  upon  the 
arrival  of  Bajazet. 

Bazajet,  vexed  that  his  brother  had  escaped  him, 
made  him  other  proposals,  with  a  view  of  surprising 
him ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  offer  he  had  before 
made  him,  he  made  him  a  new  one,  of  a  pension  of 
two  hundred  thousand  crowns  of  gold ;  a  prodigious 
sum  at  that  time*  "  I  want  an  empire,  and  not 
money,''  replied  Zizim,  in  a  haughty  manner,  to 
his  brother's  envoy.  Besides,  this  prince  was  not  to 
be  dazzled  by  these  propositions,  since  he  saw  that, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  expressed  a  desire  of  ad- 
justing matters  with  him  in  an  amicable  m^iiner^. 
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Aehmet  waB  insensibly  seizing  on  all  the  passes  of 
the  monntainSt  in  order  to  prevent  bis  escape.  The 
Caramanian  prince  told  him  the  danger  they  were 
going  to  be  exposed  to,  if  they  staid  any  longer  in 
that  place;  and,  not  having  forces  sufficient  to  op- 
pose those  of  Bajazet,  they  agreed  to  disba;id  iheok 
till  snch  time  as  that  prince  should  return  to  Con- 
stantinople, thtir  troops  being  of  no  other  use 
to  them  than  to  make  them  be  pursued :  and 
both  of  them  agreed  to  retire  to  places  where  they 
mig^t  be  in  security,  either  from  their  obscurity, 
or  by  the  power  of  the  prince  to  whose  court  they 
diould  retire. 

Zizim's  first  scheme  was  to  hide  himself,  with  a 
few  persons,  in  the  remotest  comer  of  the  moun- 
tains. The  Caramanian  was  of  a  different  opinion : 
he  told  him,  that  he  could  never  be  safe  in  a  cavern 
against  the  search  his  brother  was  making  after  him: 
that  it  was  his  interest  to  preserve  his  secret  parti- 
sans, that  they  should  believe  him  to  be  alive,  and 
still  in  a  disposition  to  return  and  dispute  the  em- 
pire :  and  that  further,  hb  sentiments  were,  that  he 
ahould  apply  to  the  grand  master  of  Rhodes,  in 
whose  dominions  he  might  be  more  secure,  and  live 
with  greater  dignity ;  and  also  might,  by  means  of 
the  knights,  who  roved  over  all  the  Asiatie  seas,  be 
informed  of  every  thing  that  passed  at  Coi^tanti'* 
nople,  and  over  all  the  East. 

Zizim  followed  this  advice,  and  dispatched  one 
of  the  noblemen,  who  adhered  to  his  person  and  foiv 
tune,  to  the  gprand  master,  to  desire  him  to  grant 
him  protection  in  his  territories.  But  this  envoy 
was  seized  by  one  of  Bajazet's  party,  who  saw,  by 
jiis  brother's  letters,  the  design  he  had  formed  of 
retiring  among  the  Christians*   Whereupoq  h^  In- 
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mediately  feht  tome  detachments  to  force  tfie  fast- 
neflws  his  brother  had  retired  uito,  and  at  the  same 
time  ordered  others  to  secure  all  the  passes  that  led 
to  any  port  of  Lycia;  and  flattered  himself^  that 
he  should  shut  him  up  so  close,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  escape.  Zizim,  not  seeing  his 
agent  return,  dispatched  two  others  to  Rhodes,  with 
the  same  commbsion  to  the  grand  ftiaster,  to  desire 
of  him  a  retreat  in  his  dominions,  together  with  a 
safe  conduct,  to  assure  him  of  a  full  liberty  of  en- 
tering them  fltnd  going  out  of  them  at  all  times. 
The  prince  afterwards  quitted  mount  Taurus ;  and 
the  Caramanian  serving  him  for  a  guide,  he  drew 
near  the  sea-coast,  to  wait  an  answer  from  Rhodes^ 
The  grand  master,  in  concert  with  the  council,  af- 
ter mature  deiiberaiioiis,  thought  it  would  be  for 
the  honour,  and  even  the  interest  of  the  order,  not 
to  refuse  an  asylum  to  so  great  a  prince.  Upoa 
which  a  squadron  of  ships  was  immediately  ordered 
to  go  to  receive  him,  and  Don  Alva  res  de  Zuntga/ 
grand  prior  of  Castile,  was  entrusted  with  this  com-^ 
misnon  alid  the  safe  conduct,  which  was  drawn  up 
in  the  form  that  Zizim's  ambassadors  had  desired  it. 
This  commodore  set  sail  about  the  same  time  that 
Zizim  and  theCaramanian  prince,  seeing  themselvea 
pursued  by  the  spahis,  resolved  to  part,  after  having 
'first  embraced  each  other  tenderly,  and  swore  an 
inviolable  friendship.  The  Caramanian  threw  him- 
self again  into  the  mountains,  from  whence  he  made 
his  way  to  some  fortresses  that  were  still  left  him. 
The  Turkish, prince  waited  by  the  sea^ide^  in  ex-^ 
pectatlon  of  news  from  Rhodes ;  but  seeing  a  squa«« 
dron  of  spahis  coming  up,  he  got  into  a  bark,  which 
the  Caramanian  prince  had  kept  always  in  readV-' 
neii,  concealed  behind  A  rockir 
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Scarce  had  Ztzim  put  off  from  the  shore,  nrhen 
he  saw  the  troop  of  spahis  appear  on  the  coast,  who 
came  but  a  few  momeats  too  late.  The  prince,  see* 
ing  himself  out  of  danger,  lay  to,  and  taking  his 
bow,  let  fly  an  arrow,  with  a  letter  tied  to  it,  di- 
rected to  his  brother,  and  expressed  almost  in  these 
terms. 

"  King  Zizim  to  King  Bajazdty  his  inhuman  brotlier. 

*^  God  and  our  great  prophet  are  witnesses  of  the 
shameful  necessity  you  reduce  me  to,  of  taking  re» 
fuge  among  the  Christians.  After  haying  deprived 
me  of  the  just  right  I  had  to  the  empire,  you  pursue 
me  from  one  country  to  another,  and  have  not  rested 
till  you  have  forced  me,  for  the  safety  of  my  life^ 
tp  seek  an  asylum  with  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  thci 
irrecpncileable  enemies  of  our  august  house.  If  the 
ffultan,  our  father,  could  have  foreseen,  that  you 
would  have  thus  profaned  the  honorable  name  o£ 
the  Ottomans,  he  would  have  strangled  you  with 
his  own  hands;  but  I  hope,  that,  since  he  is  gone, 
heaven  will  avenge  your  cruelty,  and  I  only  wish 
to  live  to  be  a  witness  to  your  punishment." 

The  commander  of  this  troop  of  spahis  took  the 
letter,  and,  vexed  that  he  had  missed  his  prey,  car- 
ried it  to  Bajazet,  who,  it  is  said,  as  he  was  reading 
it,  could  not  avoid  shedding  a  few  tears,  which  na- 
ture forced  from  him  against  his  inclination.  Zizim 
sailed  towards  Rhodes,  to  see  if  he  could  have  any 
news  of  the  ambasiadors  whom  he  had  sent  to  the 
grand  ipMster.  The  unfortunate  prince,  uncertain 
of  his  fate,  was  wandering  up  and  down  those  seas, 
fM  chance  might  direct  his  course,  >vh^n  he  disco-? 
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vered  a  squadron  in  fall  sail,  steering  towards  the 
coast  of  Lycia.    The  fear  he  entertained,  lest  they 
should  be  some  ships  that  his  brother  had  sent  to 
intercept  his  passage  to  Rhodes,  made  him  order 
the  pilot  to  get  as  fast  as  he  could  to  land,  and  put 
him  on  shore  again;  but  distinguishing  the  flag  of 
Rhpdes,  and  making  the  signals  he  had  concerted 
with  his  ambassadors,  they  came  up  to  him  in  a 
chaloupe  with  a  knight,  whom  Don  Alvares  de 
Zuniga  sent  in  company  with  the  ambassadors,  to 
assure  him,  in  the  grand  master's  name,  that  he 
sliottid  be  very  welcome  in  the  isle  of  Rhodes.  This 
knight  told  him,  that  the  commodore  of  the  squa- 
dron, who  was  lieutenant  general  to  the  grand  mas-  ' 
ter,  was  sent  on  purpose  to  convoy  him  safe  thither. 
Zuniga  advanced  afterwards  to  salute  the  prince, 
went  into  his  bark,  and  presented  him  the  grand 
master's  letter  and  siafe  conduct.     After  the  usual 
compliments  and  ceremonies,  he  put  him  on  board 
a  great  ship  that  was  under  his  command,  and  sailed 
for  Rhodes.  The  grand  master  had  no  sooner  notice 
of  his  arrival,  than  he  sent  the  oldest  commanders 
of  the  order  to  receive  him,  and  went  himself  out 
of  his  palace  to  meet  him,  almost  as  far  as  the  har- 
bour :  they  joined  hands  at  meeting.     The  grand 
master,  after  having,  by  the  assistance  of  an  inter- 
preter, repeated  all  the  assurances  that  he  had  al- 
ready given  him  by  his  safe  conduct,  waited  upon 
him  to  the  French  inn,  which  was  assigned  for  his 
lodging:   in  their  way  thither  he  gave  him  the 
right  hand,  ^v^hich  Zizim  perceiving,  was  for  giving 
it  to  him,  and  told  him,  it  did  not  become  captives 
to  take  place  of  their  patrons:  '*  Sir,*'  replied  the 
grand  master,  very  obligingly,  "  captives  of  your 
quality  have  the  first  rank  every  where,  and  would 
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td  God  you  hdd  as  much  power  in  Constantinople 
as  you  have  in  Rhodes/' 

The  grand  master;  after  haying  conducted  him 
to  his  apartment,  led  him  to  the  care  of  some  com- 
manders and  officers  of  his  houshold,  who  endea- 
voured, by  their  politeness  and  noble  entertain- 
ments, to  divert  him  from  musing  on  his  misfor- 
tunes, which  seemed  to  employ  all  his  thoughts. 
Matthew  Bosio,  a  canon  of  Verona,  who  saw  him 
some  years  afterwards,  and  observed  him  with  great 
attention,  represents  him,  in  one  of  his  letters,  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  us,  as  a  man  who  had  all 
the  air  of  a  barbarian,  and  of  a  savage  and  cruel 
prince:  his  stature  a  little  above  the  middle  size; 
his  body  thick  and  well  set ;  his  shoulders  broad^ 
and  his*  belly  prominent ;  his  arms  strong  and  ner- 
vous; he  had  a  large  head,  squinting  eyes,  and  a 
Roman  nose,  so  hooked  at  the  end,  that  it  almost 
touched  bis  npper  lip,  which  was  covered  with  a 
large  whisher.  In  a  word,  says  this  writer,  he  ia 
the  exact  picture  of  his  father  Mahomet;  and  such 
ilndeed  as  he  is  represented  in  several  of  his  medals, 
that  have  fallen  into  my  hands. 

The  knights  omitted  nothing  that  might  contri* 
Imte  to  divert  the  prince.  There  were  every  day 
parties  of  hunting,  tournaments,  feasts,  and  musical 
concerts;  but  this  last  kind  of  diversion  did  no^ 
much  affect  the  sultan;  and  though  they  enters 
tained  him  with  excellent  voices,  he  did  not  seem 
to  take  any  pleasure  in  that-  agreeable  music.  To 
please  his  taste,  they  sent  him  a  Turkish  slave,  who 
with  a  harsh  and  inharmonious  voice,  accompanied 
with  wry  faces  aud  the  most  grotes({ue  postures^ 
was  the  only  person  that  had  the  art  of  pleasing 
]^im. 

VOL.  XI.  2  s 
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Jn  the  mean  time  the  residence  of  a  gnest  of  sucli 
consequence  gave  no  little  uneasiness  to  the  grand 
master.  He  did  not  question  but  that  Bajazet^  aa 
Mon  a3  he  knew  the  place  where  Zizim  had  fled 
for  shelter,  wonld  do  his  utmost  to  oblige  the  order 
to  deliver  him  into  hif  hands.  This  they  pould  not 
refuse,  without  bringing  all  the  forpes  of  the  Otto- 
man empire  a  secpnd  time  into  the  island;  and  the 
grand  master's  word,  his  ^fe  conduct,  and  even  his 
natural  generosity,  made  him  incapable  of  taking 
such  a  step,  and  of  deliyeiiiig  him  up  tp  h|S  crue^ 
enemy. 

Whilst  d'Aubusson  was  in  no  little  inquietude  b^ 
reason  of  these  various  considerations,  an  envoy  ar^ 
rived  from  the  governor  of  Lycia;  a  province,  a^ 
we  have  observed,  separated  from  Rhodes  only  by 
4  canal  of  about  eighteen  miles  broad.  This  envoy, 
under  pretence  of  proposing  a  trading  truce,  and 
l|berty  of  commerce  between  the  grand  master's 
fillip  ^cts  and  the  people  of  h|s  government,  wad 
really  fcut  to  see  whether  SKizim  had  retired  to 
Rhodef,  91^4  in  what  manner  the  grand  master 
treated  him.  The  grand  master  received  him  hand* 
domely,  and  did  not  seem  averse  to  the  proposals 
which  they  ma4e  hifn.  But  the  envoy,  who  had 
other  view^  ffnder  pretence  that  he  expected  new 
carders  from  his  master,  protracted  the  negpciation; 
9nd  they  soon  discovered  the  principal  design  of  his 
voyage.  The  grand  master,  in  order  to  free  him- 
self as  soon  as  ponble  of  a  privileged  spy,  speedily 
put  an  end  to  his  treaty,  and  senf  him  back  to  his 
master.  But  scarcely  had  he  parted  with  him,  whep 
another  arrived,  who  brought  him  a  letter  from  th^ 
basha  Achmet.  The  grand  seignior,  nnwilling  tq 
expose  himself  to  a  refusal,  had  enjoined  him  t9  99t 
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dn  foot  a  new  negociation  with  the  grand  master^ 
at  if  from  himselfi  That  minister,  who,  hy  the  im- 
portant services  that  he  had  lately  done  Bajazet, 
governed  his  empire  with  an  absolute  authority, 
wrote  to  the  grand  master,  exhorting  him  to  make 
a  solid  and  lasting  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Porte, 
for  which  he  offered  his  credit  and  good  oflBces,  in 
case  he  would  send  ambassadors  to  Constantinople^; 

The  grand  master  saw  plainly  through  the  arti- 
fice, and  that  these  different  negociators  had  only 
one  design,  that  of  getting  into  Rhodes,  aiid  find 
out  some  means  to  destroy  Zizim,  either  by  sword 
or  poison*  Thou^  the  prince  of  Rhodes  viewed 
fhem  as  assassins,  yet  k$  they  were  invebted,  or 
ratbeir  masked  with  a  public  character,  no  notice 
was  taken  of  their  designs.  All  that  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  prudence  allowed  to  be  done  on  this  oc- 
casion was,  to  dismiss  these  envoys  as  soon  as  posd- 
ble;  and  all  the  answer  that  the  grand  master  gave 
the  basha  was,  that,  provided  they  dropped  all 
iiiention  of  tribute,  he  might  possibly,  in  some  time, 
send  ambassadors  to  the  Porte,  to  treat  about  a  last^ 
ing  peace.  Several  councils  after  this  were  held  at 
Rhodes,  to  consider  of  the  conduct  the  order  ought 
.  to  observe  iu  so  nice  an  affair. 

In  all  these  preliminaries  the  least  mention  was 
iiot  made  of  Zizim,  notwithstanding  which,  the 
grand  master  easily  perceived,  that  the  design  of 
the  negociation  always  related  t6  the  person  of  that 
ptince,  and  that  if  his  brother  could  not  get  him 
into  his  power  by  way  of  treaty,  he  would  either 
take  care  to  have  him  poisoned^  or  would  attack 
him  by  open  force;  so  that  they  might  soon  see  all 
the  forces  of  the  Ottomans  over-running  the  isle  of 
Rhodes  a  «econd  time.    They  hel4  several  coiiii«ili 
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oil  this  fabject,  tod  in  order  not  to  let  a  pledge  of 
iuch  Talue  out  of  their  hands,  they  resolved^  botii 
for  the  prince's  own  safety,  and  till  snch  time  as 
they  might  see  how  affairs  would  go  in  the  East,  to 
lend  him  into  France,  to  reside  upon  some  comrnao** 
dry  of  the  order. 

The  grand  master,,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  to 
this  step,  represented  to  him,  that  it  was  his  interest 
to  shelter  himself  for  some  time  from  his  brother's 
eager  pursuits :  that  whateVer  preeautidns  the  order 
•hould  take,  his  life  could  never  be  seenre  at  Rhodes, 
ii^here  so  many  renegado  Greeks  could  easily  get  in 
by  means  of  their  language,  and  6nd  means  to.  dis- 
patch him  by  sword  or  poison,  notwithstanding  all 
the  precautions  that  the  order  might  take :  whereas, 
whilst  he  was  at  a  distance,  the  order,  which  was 
entering  into  a  negociation  with  the  sultan,  might 
find  opportunities  to  take  care  of  his  interests,  and 
that  he  himself  would  undertake  to  give  him  a  full 
account  of  what  passed  at  the  porte  in  relation  to 
him. 

The  Turkish  prince  seeing  no  remedy,  consented 
to  every  thing  they  proposed  to  him.  He  likewise, 
before  his  setting  out,  left  a  full  power  with  the 
grand  master  to  treat  with  Bajazet  in  his  name,  up- 
on such  terms  «s  should  be  most  for  hb  advantage' 
and  security*  This  was  not  the  only  instniment 
he  signed;  he  executed  another,  wherein,  after  re-» 
citing  all  the  obligations  he  had  to  the  grand  mas« 
ter  and  hb  order,  he  engaged  himself,  in  case  he 
ever  recovered  the  empire,  or  any  considerable  part 
of  it,  to  maintain  a  constant  peace  with  the  knights, 
would  give  their  fleets  free  entrance  into  all  hb 
ports,  would  set  three  hundred  Christians  of  both 
sexes  at  liberty  every  year  without  ransom^  and 
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pay  a  hundred  and.*  fifty  thco^ttid  etowM'o^  e^U 
into  the  treaiury  of  theorder,  tareimbarse  tbcni  the 
ezprases  they  had  been  at  on  his  accowit.  This  in- 
Btrament,  signed  with  his  own  haad^  is  stiU  kept  in 
the  archieTesof  Malta^  and  is  dated  the  fifth  day  of 
the  month  of  Regeb^  in  the  887  th  year  of  the  He- 
^ira,  which  answers,  according*  to  our  way  of  com- 
putation^  to  the  Slst  of  August,  1482.  The  prince 
went  afterwards  on  board,  under  the  convoy  of  the 
cheralier  de  Bhinchefort,  the  grand  master *s  nephew, 
who  employed  all  the  care  and  complaisance  imagi- 
nable, to  divert  the  melancholy  .with  ^hieh  the 
prince  was  seized  at  leaving  his  owniconntry,  and 
passings  into  a  foreigU  land. 

Whilst  he  was  sailing  towards  France,  the  grand 
master,  pursuant  to  the  promise  he  had  given  Ach- 
met,  sent  the  knights  Guy  de  Mont  Amaud  alid 
Duprat  as  his  ambassadors  to  Constantinople.  Ba- 
jazet/who  saw  that  his  brother's  fortune  was  en- 
tirely in  the  grand  master's  power,  was  exceedingly 
pleased  at  their  arrival.  They  were  received  with 
great  honours,  and  he  appdnted  commissiimers  to 
treat  of  a  peace,  naming  for  that  purpose  the  vizier 
Achmet  and  Misach  Paleologus,who,  after  Maho- 
met's death,  having  declared  in  favour  of  Bajazet, 
was  on  that  account  recalled  to  the  porte*  The  Uf- 
gociation  had  like  to  have  miscarried  at  the  very 
opening  of  the  conference.  Achmet  insisted,  by 
way  of  preliminary,  that  the  grand  master  should 
ecknondedge  himself  a  vassal  of  the  grand  seignior, 
and  as  such  should  pay  him  an  annual  tribute.  This 
proposition  was  rejected  with  a  noble  disdain  by  the 
two  ambassadors.  The  vizier,  the  proudest  man 
living,  told  them,  that  his  mastelr  would  go  in  per- 
son at  the  head  of «  hundred  thougaod  mm  to  levy 
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in  beiiowitig^:  and  under  a  feigned  zeal  fbr  hi« 
prince's  semce^he  insinuated  to  him,  that  as  the 
irizier  was  so  yery  powerful,  and  in  a  manner  adored 
by  the  soldiers,  he  could  not  have  uttered  such 
taunts  and  reflections  without  designing  some  in-« 
surrection. 

In  a  case  of  this  nature,  especially  in  a  despotic 
govemment  like  that  of  the  Turks,  bare  suspicion  iif 
a  crime.  BajasEet,  ever  jealous  and  diffident,  as  all 
weak  persons  are,  resolved  to  dispatch  tiie  vizier,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  designs  with  which  they  charged 
him-  from  taking  effect :  bendes,  the  d^ly  sight  of  a 
man,  die  greatness  of  whose  services  exceeded  all 
ther  recompences  he  could  make  him,  was  offensive 
to  his  eyes.  Orders  were  given  to  invite  most  of 
the 'grandees  of  the  porte  to  a  magnificent  eiiter- 
tainment  that  Bajazet  was  to  give  them.  They  there 
drank  very  copiously  of  wine,  notwithstanding  the 
express  prohibition  of  their  law.  The  sftltan,  who 
had  his  private  designs,  and  had  a  mind  to  make 
the  vizier  talk,  brought  up  a  discourse  relating  to 
the  peace  he  had  just  concluded  with  the  grand 
master;  and  added,  that  since  he  had  no  more  ene- 
mies to  oppose,  he  thought  to  lessen  the  pay  of  the 
soldiery,  and  break  some  officers  that  were  not  well 
affected  to  the  government.  Achmet,  the  father  of 
the  soldiery,  and  naturally  haughty  and  passionate, 
immediately  took  fire,  and,  elevated  with  the  fumes 
of  wine,  told  him  plainly,  that  the  afiectiou  of  the 
soldiery  was  the  surest  support  of  the  throne,  and 
that  those  who  should  advise  a  sultan,  especially  one 
Who  had  a  brother  still  living,  to  incense  his  troops, 
would  be  evil  counselbrs.  Some  writers  assert,  that 
as  sooii  as  he  had  spoke  these  words,  a  mute,  who 
was  posted  there  on  purpose,  upon  a  sign  that  thr 
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raltftn  koade  him,  stabbed  him  with  a  dagger  to  the  ^ 
heart.  Other  authors  ^ve  a  different  acoount  of 
what  passed  at  the  deatii  of  this  minister^  which 
they  tell  us  was  delayed  for  some  time.  Accord- 
ing to  these  writers,  Bajazet,  before  he  dismissed 
the  bashas,  that  he  might  end  the  magnificenee  of 
the  feast  with  anactof  liberality^  presented  every  one 
of  them  with  a  brocade  vest,  and  a  cop  filled  with 
pieces  of  gold;  bnt  that  they  put  only  a  black  robe 
before  the  vizier,  who  looked  upon  it  as  an  ill  omen 
of  the  fate  that  attended  him ;  and  he  was  ccmfirmed 
in  bis  sentiments,  when,  as  he  was  going  out  after 
the  rest,  the  sultan  ordered  him  to  stay,  pretending 
tfiat  he  had  an  aiOGur  of  importance  to  communicate 
to  him.  Achmet,  no  longer  doubting  but  he  waa  , 
going  to  be  strangled,  cried  out  in  a  rage,  ''  Cruel 
tyrant,  since  you  resolved  to  put  me  to  death,  why 
did  you  first  force  me  to  offend  God  by  drinking  a 
forbidden  liquor?" 

By  Bajaaet's  order,  they  began  to  load  him  with 
irtripes,  after  which  the  mutes  prefiared  to  strangle 
him.  But  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  who  was  hie 
particular  friend,  seeing  his  master -drunk  with 
wine  and  anger,,  threw  himself  at  his  feet.  ^^  Sir,'* 
said  he  to  him,  **  be  not  so  hasty  to  put  him  te 
death  ;  you  know  that  he  is  the  darling  of  the  jani- 
ssaries: wait  only  till  to-morrow,  to  see  how  they 
will  receive  the  news  of  his  death,  and  then  dispose 
6f  him  as  you  please/' 

'Fear,  the  strongest  principle  of  action  in  a  weak 
and  timorous  prince,  had  its  usual  efibct  on.  Baja-» 
zet.  He  put  off  Achmet's  death,  and  ordered  him 
to  be  thrown  half  naked,  and  loaded  with  irons,  in« 
to  a  dungeon.  'His  son,  who  waited  at  the  gate  of 
the  seraglio,  not  seeing  him  come  o«t,  in^uuned  (if 
ypL.  a.  2  F 
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the  other  bashad  for  him ;  bnt  they  were  most  of 
them  80  drunk,  that  all  that  he  could  get  out  of 
them  was,  that  the  grand  seignior  seemed  to  be  an* 
gry  with  him.  The  young  lord,  trembling  for  his 
life,  ran  to  the  guard-house  of  the  janizaries,  and 
tiie  vast  pile  of  building  where  they  are  quartered 
when  not  upon  duty,  when  buisting  out  into  tears, 
and  directing  his  discourse  to  the  oldest  of  them, 
^^  My  dear  companions/'  said  he  tp  them, ''  the 
iultan  has  just  now  caused  my  father  to  be  seized : 
will  you,  brave  soldiers,  suffer  them  to  butcher 
your  general,  with  whom  ypu  haye  eat  bread  an4 
•alt  for  so  many  years?'' 

At  this  news  the  janixaries  run  to  arms,  gather 
into  a  body,  march  straight  to  the  seraglio,  and 
with  great  cries  demand  the  gjates  to  be  opened : 
the  noise  of  the  tumult  soon  passed  into  Bajazet*s 
apartment.  The  prince,  after  considering  what 
measures  he  should  take,  fearing  that  the  soldiers 
might  dethrone  him  in  their  fury,  appeared  at  a 
window  with  a  bow  in  his  hand.  ''  What  do  you 
require,  my  cpmpanions,"  says  he  tp  then),  "  and 
what  is  the  occasion  of  this  tumult  ?''  "  You  shall 
know  immediately,"  cried  .  they,  "  you  drunken 
sot,  where  is  Achmet?  we'll  either  see  him,  or  find 
out  a  means  of  revenging  his  death."  The  fearful 
aultan,  seeing  all  the  soldiery  enraged  and  incensed 
against  him,  ^'  ^chmet,''  says  he  to  them,  "  is  ia 
my  seraglio,  and  alive.  I  have  only  kept  him  witl^ 
me  to  confer  about  some  affairs  of  cpnsequepce." 
The  sultan  was  so  terrified  at  the  looks  and  threati 
of  the  janizaries,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
to  them  immediately,  He  appeared  at  the  gate  of 
ike  seraglio  bareheaded,  his  legs  uncovered,  an4 
without  any  plpth^  oi^  but  a  wf istcoat  onlji  jus| 
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like  a  man  who  was  ordered  for  execution.  Th< 
Janizaries,  protoked  to  see  that  great  captain 
treated  in  so  shameful  a  manner,  snatched  a  ttit^ 
ban  from  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  Porte^ 
and  put  it  npotl  Achmet's  head.  They  commanded 
at  the  same  time  a  vest  to  be  brought  him»  and 
l¥hen  he  Was  dressed  they  csirried  him^to  his  palace 
with  great  acclamations,  and  as  if  they  had  gained*^ 
lK)me  signal  victory. 

The  Tidier,  either  from  a  greatness  of  soul,  or 
else  out  of  Upprehcnsions  that  this  ilffection  of  the 
Soldiers  weald  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  fresh  crime^ 
desired  them  to  use  their  advantages  with  more 
tnoderation.  "  BajaaSet/'  sAid  he, "  is  our  sovereign ; 
and  who  knows  but  I  have  merited  his  indig^tioft 
by  some  fault  I  may  have  committed/*  At  length 
his  entreaties  quieted  the  sedition ;  but  his  own  ex**- 
|>erience  taught  him,  that  there  is  no  getting  an 
advantage  over  a  sotereign  that  does  hot  prove 
fatal  to  the  victor.  Bajazet  dissembled  his  resent'- 
inent  for  some  time.  The  vizier  seemed  to  be  re- 
Stored  to  his  favour;  but  In  a  journey  which  the 
eourt  made  to  Adrianople,  at  a  time  when  all  hla 
apprehensions  appeared  to  be  over,  the  sultan  caused 
bim  to  be  strangled.  Such  was  the  fate  of  one  of 
the  greatest  captains  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  who, 
by  being  thought  too  necessary,  became  suspected 
by  his  master,  and  odious  to  the  other  bashas. 

While  this  tragical  scene  was  acting  at  the  Porte, 
2izim  arrived  safe  on  the  coast  of  Provence.  The 
grand  master  had  sent  an  ambassador  before  him  to 
Lewis  XL,  who  Was  then  on  the  throne  of  Franee, 
to  request  permis^don  for  the  prince  to  enter  his  do-> 
tninions,  and  reside  there  for  some  time.  The  king, 
%ho  did  not  concern  himself  in  the  effairt  of  tk# 
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Swt,  readily  contented  to  it«  Zmm,  according  i& 
Jaligoi*  a  contemporary  hiatorian,  was  first  carried 
into  the  prorinceof  la  Marche,  to  the  castle  of  a 
lord  of  that  province^  called  Boislami,  the  grand 
master's  brother-4a4aw«  The  prince,  after  some 
May  in  this  place,  retired  to  the  commandry  of 
Bourgueuf ;  and  the  knights,  who,  under  pretence 
of  keeping  him  company,  were  in  reality  his  guarib, 
lodged  him  in  a  tower,  built  on  purpose  to  secure 
him  against  the  designs  of  Bajazet,  though  perhaps 
it  wsis  intended  to  prevent,  him  making  his  escape, 
as  some  time  aftei;  they  had  reason  to  suspect  he 
meditated. 

In  shorty  this  unfortunate  prince,  instead  of  the 
favourable  recqition  and  succours  which  he  had 
flattered  himself  he  should  receive  from  the  king 
of  France,  was  uneasy  to  find  himself  at  a  distance 
from  his  country  and  his  friends,  banished  into  a 
foreign  land,  and  confined  in  a  sort  of  prison:  and 
how  careful  soever  the  knights  who  guarded  him 
might  be  to  divert  him,  yet  he  "could  not  help  look* 
ing  upon  them  as  his  gaolers,  and  the  mortal  ene- 
mies of  his  bouse.  These  reflections  threw  him  into 
a  deep  melancholy,  which  was  soon  followed  by  a 
dangerous  illness,  that  made  them  fear  his  life  was 
in  danger. 

One  of  the  knights,  whose  business  it  was  to  guard 
Iiim,  being  concerned  for  his  misfortunes,  and  de- 
sirous, if  possible,  to  expel  the  deep  melancholy  that 
had  spread  itself  over  his  soul,  advised  him  to  desire 
an  interview  with  the  king  of  France,  and  encou-* 
raged  him  to  hope,  that  he  might  engage  that  prince 
to  interest  himself  in  his  misfortunes,  and  also  obtain 
from  him  a  sufficient  number  of  forces,  to  enable 
.  him  to.  try  the  fortune  of  war  once  more. 
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The  prince,  like  all  unfortunate  persons,  was 
oveijoy^  at  the  first  gltinpse  of  hope  they  gav^ 
him,  and  signified  to  the  king  of  France,  that  he 
desired  a  conference  with  him.  The  hing,  who  was 
entirely  taken  up  with  what  passed  in  the  territories 
of  his  neighbours,  especially  among  the  English, 
and  the  duke  of  Burgundy 'a  court,  answered  the 
prince,  that  he  would  really  have  been  very  glad 
to  see  hin,  and  to  interest  himself  in  his  affiiirs,  as 
becaate  a  sovereign,  did  not  religion  put  an  iuvin- 
<uble  obstacle  in  the  way;  but  that  if  he  would  turn 
Christian,  and  abjure  the  errors  in  which  he  had 
been  unhappily  educate,  he  would  engage  to  send 
him  back  to  his  own  dominions  at  the  head  of  a  - 
powerful  army,  which  diould  not  be  inferior  either 
in  excellent  officers,  or  in  number  of  troops,  to  all 
the  forces  of  the  Ottoman  empire;  and,  in  case  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  try  again  the  fortune  of  war, 
he  offered  to  give  him  lands  and  lordships  in  France^ 
aufficient  to  maintain  him  with  a  splendor  and  dig- 
nity suitable  to  his  birth. 

The  Turkish  prince  soon  discovered,  that  this 
proposal  was  no  more  than  a  polite  pretence  to  ex- 
cuse himself  from  agreeing  to  the  interview  he  had 
desired,  and  granting  the  succours,  which  he  had 
flattered  himself  he  should  have  obtained.  To  omit 
the  prejudices  of  education,  was  he  only  to  consider 
his  interest  according  to  the  maxims  of  human  po- 
licy, he  could  not  quit  the  sect  of  Mahomet,  with- 
out being  considered  as  a  renegado  among  the  Ma- 
hometans, aqd  seeing  himself  abandoned  by  his  best 
friends,  and  all  his  partisans;  so  that  the  prince, 
lajring  aside  all  thoughts  of  sticcour  from  France, 
turned  his  hopes  towards  the  East,  whence  he  ex* 
pected  news  with  the  utmost  impatieuc^*    He  was 
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not  long  without  receiving  some  advices^  but  tliey' 
were  not  very  agreeable  to  him ;  for  he  heard,  with 
equal  surprise  and  unea^inesg^  that  the  knights  of 
Rhodes,  the  eternal  enemies  of  the  Ottomans,  had, 
after  several  negociations  at  Constantinople  and 
Rhodes,  agreed  at  last  on  a  treaty,  the  very  basis 
and  purpose  of  which,  unhappily  for  him,  was  the 
loss  of  his  liberty ;  that  the  grand  master,  forgetting 
his  safe-conduct  and  the  promise  he  had  solemnly 
given  him,  had  engaged  to  keep  him  always  at  a 
distance,  and  under  a  guard  of  knights,  that  should 
be  answerable  for  him  so  long  as  the  Turks  should 
not  violate  the  treaty;  and  that  Bajazet,  on  his 
side,  was  obliged  to  pay  forty-five  thousand  ducafs 
yearly  to  the  grand  master  and  the  order.     Th^ 
treaty  was  varnished  over,  by  those  who  drew  it 
up,  with  all  those  specious  pretences,  which  princes 
are  seldom  at  a  loss  to  invent;  but  which,  after  aN, 
•  did  not  screen  the  order  from  the  reproach  of  hav- 
ing violated  its  safe^conduct. 

Bajazet  payed  this  sum  very  exactly,  and  indeed 
beforehand;  and,  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  grand 
master's  friendship  entirely,  he  sent  him'  the  rigltt 
hand  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  patron  of  the  order, 
which  had  been  brought  from  Antioch  to  G>nstan- 
tinople;  on  the  taking  of  this  last  city,  Mahomet 
had  ordered  it  to  be  put  into  his  treasury,  probably 
for  the  richness  of  the  shrine,  in  order^  to  sell  the 
relic  itself  to  some  Christian  prince.  Though  the 
Turks  look  upon  a  veneration  for  the  dead  bodies 
of  paints  as  idolatry,  yet  Bajazet  sent  it  with  great 
ceremony  to  Rhodes:  a  manifest  proof,  that  the 
interests  of  state  has  more  ascendancy  over  most 
sovereigns  than  religion. 

Qowercr^  as  liberty  is  the  fir^t  and  most  yaluabl# 
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Hemng  of  -mankincl,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  un- 
happy Zizim  should  be  struck  with  the  most  violent 
grief,  when  he  found  that  his  had  been  put  to  sale« 
and  that  they  had  meanly  bartered  it  for  gold.  The 
treaty  threw  him  into  a  rage  that  can  hardly  be 
expressed :  he  wished  for  death  as  the  only  period 
of  so  terrible  a  misfortune;  and  they  were  every 
moment  afraid  lest  he  should  make  away  with  him- 
self in  the  fits  of  his  passion.  In  vain  did  the  knights, 
lyet  over  him  for  his  guard,  labour  to  comfort  him, 
by  representing,  that  whatever  had  been  transacted 
at  Constantinople  and  Rhodes,  was  meant  purely  for 
his  safety,  and  to  prevent  his  falling  into  the  hands 
of  an  implacable  enemy.  They  represented  to  him, 
that  his  confinement  would  not  be  near  so  long  as 
be  imagined ;  that  he  ought  to  hope  for  great  mat- 
ters from  time,  and  that  some  conjuncture  would 
jinfallibly  present  itself,  when  the  grand  master 
might  be  able  to  restore  him  to  his  dominions  with 
as  much  glory  as  safety.  The  unfortunate  prince 
was  not  in  a  temper  to  be  satisfied  with  such  uncer*- 
tain  motives  of  consolation :  the  terrible  idea  of  a 
perpetual  imprisonment  was  ever  presenting  itself 
to  his  imagination,  and  all  the  arguments  and  civi- 
Uties  of  his  guards  could  not  banish  it  a  single  mo- 
ment from  his  mind. 

The  noise  that  his  grief  made  soon  passed  beyond 
the  bounds  of  his  prison.  Some  persons,  who  were 
ill  affected  to  the  order,  thence  took  occasion  of 
Jblaming  the  grand  master's  conduct.  They  said,  it 
was  inhuman  to  sell  the  liberty  of  a  prince,  from 
whom,  at  most,  they  could  have  demanded  but  a 
vansom.  Others  went  further,  and  said,  it  was  asto- 
l^ishing  that  so  noble  an  order,  and  a  set  of  knights, 
jyho  were  eternal  enemies  to  the  Mahometans,  should. 
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hit  a  sum  of  money,  turn  gaolers  under  Bajazet,  and 
let  slip  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  kindling  h 
war  among  those  infidels,  which  all  the  enemies  of 
the  Ottomans  might  take  advantage  of. 

Caoursin,  vice-chancellor  of  the  order,  a  contem- 
porary historian,  who  was  at  Rhodes  at  this  time^ 
has  endeavoured  to  make  an  apology  for  the  knights^ 
by  representing  the  advantlEiges  which  the  Christian 
princes  derived  from  the  confinement  of  this  Otto- 
man prince :  and  that  author,  who  was,  in  all  like- 
lihood, not  very  scrupulous,  in  order  to  justify  the 
grand  master's  breach  of  faith,  maintains,  that  it 
was  much  less  criminal  to  act  in  that  manner,  than, 
by  observing  strictly  the  safe-conduct,  to  bring  the 
arms  of  Bajazet  upon  the  isle  of  Rhodes  and  the 
other  states  of  Christendom.  But  if  we  follow  Jalignl, 
another  contemporary  historian,  the  grand  master 
never  gave  any  safe-conduct,  nor  so  much  as  his 
bare  word.*  Zizim,  as  we  may  see  in  this  historian, 
was  a  lawful  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
grand  master  might  dispose  of  his  liberty  as  l^e 
judged  proper  for  the  gt)od  of  his  order. 

As  these  two  historians,  one  of  them  the  grand 
master's  minister  and  confidant,  the  other  secretary 
to  Peter  de  Bourbon,  contradict  one  another  in  the 
same  fact,  we  have  not  met  with  matter  sufficient 
in  either  of  the  two  writers  to  clear  up  the  point,  so 
that  we  might  determine  it  with  certainty:  but 
whether  Zizim  was  a  lawful  prisoner  of  war,  or 
whether  the  kiiights,  under  pretence  of  not  incens-^ 
ing  so  formidable  a  prince  as  the  sultan,  broke  their 
safe-conduct,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  pope 
SixtuslV.,  Ferdinand,  k'^ng  of  Castile,  Arragon  and 
Sicily,  another  Ferdinand  of  the  same  house,  king 

^  Guillaume  de  Jiligni,  p.  62,  63,  65,  edit,  de  Loavre, 
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^f  Na|4e8j,the  Venetians^  and/ above  all  the  rest, 
Matthias  €orvin«  king  of  Hungary,  a  great  captain, 
ton  to  Uaniades*  and^  like  his  father,  the  terror  of 
the  Turks,  used  very  pressing  instances  with  the 
grand  master,  to  put  Zizim  at  the  head  of  their 
forces,  in  hopes  of  making  usie  qf  bis  name,  to  raise 
up  the  secret  partizans  he  had  in  the  Ottoman  em^ 
pire. ,  Indeed  most  of  these  princes  were  divided; 
some  were  actually  making  war  upon  one  another; 
and,  w?  must  do  this  justice  to  the  grand  master, 
who  was  as  great  a  politician  as  he  was  a  captain, 
that  he  was  afraid,  if  the  war  against  the  Turk 
should,  not  prove  successful,  some  might  be  found 
perfidious,  or  at  least  weak  enough,  to  purchase 
their  peace  of  Bajazet,  by  delivering  up  his  brother 
and  enemy  to  him.  He  made  a  much  more  com- 
mendable use  of  the  power  he  had  over  the  person 
of  Zizim,  and  merely  by  the  fear  in  which  he  kept 
the  grand  seignior,  lest  he  should  set  that  prince  at 
the  haad  of  the  forces  of  the  order,  and  produce  him 
to^the  malecontents,  that. were  very  numerous  in 
his  dominions,  he  tied  up  the  hands  of  that  mighty 
prince,  kept  bis  forces  as  it  were  in  chains,  and  by 
this  means  prev'ented  him,  (Hiring  his  brother's  life, 
from  falling  upon  Italy,  ai^d  turning  his  arm^  against 
the  Christian  princes. 

:  The  pope,  impatient  to  see  the  Christian  princes 
unite  tbeir  arms  against  the  infidels,  believed,  that 
if  he  once  had  Zizim's  person  in.his  power,  he  might 
easily  make  all  the  powers  pf  Europe  join  their  forces 
against  the  Turks.  This  pontiif  had  just  succeeded 
Sixtus  IV.,  by  the  name  of  Innocent. VIII.,  A.  D. 
1484^  He  was  a  Genoese  by  birth,  of  the  illustrious 
l^us^  of  Cibi),  orig'^nally  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  where 

,    VQL.  II.  2  G 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


230  HISTORY  or 

his  father  was  born.  As  soon  as  he  was  placed  ii) 
St.  Peter's  chair,  he  notified  it  to  the  knights,  whom 
he  considered  as  the  sovereigns  of  his  family,  and 
gent  a  nuncio  to  Rhodes,  to  assure  them  of  the  esteem 
and  affection  he  had  for  an  order  so  illustrious,  and 
80  serviceable  to  the  Christian  world.  But  the  nuncio^ 
^t  the  same  time,  declared  to  the  grand  master^ 
that  his  holiness,  for  the  good  of  Christendom,  and 
"to  keep  the  Turk  in  awe,  would  be  glad  to  have 
prince  Zizim  sent  to  Rome,  or  at  least  to  some  strong 
hold  in  Italy.  ' 

The  grapd  master  represented  to  the  nuncio,  that 
he  had  reason  to  fear  such  a  step  might  give  great 
jealousy  to  Bajazet;  and  that  that  prince,  in  order 
to  revenge  himself,  and  prevent  the  pope's  designs, 
might  fall  with  all  his  forces  upon  Italy.  Besides, 
that  by  taking  Zizim  out  of  the  hands  of  the  knights, 
they  might  give  the  world  occasion  to  suspect,  that 
they  did  not  behave  themselves  well  towards  him, 
which  would  be  a  great  dishonour  to  the  order.  The 
nuncio  transmitted  these  reasons  to  Rome ;  but  the 
pope  was  inflexible,  and  made  new  instances,  that 
they  would  send  orders  immediately  to  the  chevalier 
de  Blanchefort,  then  grand  prior  of  Auvergne,  to 
conduct  the  Turkish  prince  to  Rome.  The  grand 
master,  to  show  his  deference  to  the  pope's  orders^ 
named  two  ambassadors  to  wait  upon  his  holiness 
and  chose  for  that  purpose  Philip  de  Cluys,  of  the 
language  of  France,  bailiff  of  Morea,  and  William 
Caoursin,  vice-chancellor  of  the  order,  the  person 
who  has  left  ns  a  history  of  all  that  passed  at  Rhodei 
in  relation  to  prince  Zizim. 

Were  we  to  judge  of  their  conduct  in  this  nego- 
ciation,  by  the  advantages  which  they  drew  from  it,' 
)¥e  must  own  that  they  were  yery  able  ministers; 
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f(|>r  in  exchange  for  the  person  of  Zizim  only,  which 
they  promised  to  deliver  into  ihe  pope's  hands>  they 
obtained  very  important  privileges.  Innocent  so- 
lemnly engaged,  by  this  treaty,  never  to  confer  any 
cbmmandries  to  the  prejudice  either  of  the  several 
langnages,  or  the  right  of  seniority,  even  though 
they  should  fall  vacant  in  the  court  of  Rome :  and, . 
by  an  express  bull  in  the  year  1489,  he  declared, 
that  the  e£fects  and  possessions  of  the  order  should 
not  be  comprehended  in  the  list  of  benefices  that  the 
popes  had  either  reserved  to  themselves,  or  might 
afterwards  reserve;  arid  in  case  Bajascet  should,  out 
of  resentment  at  this  change,  stop  the  payment  of 
Zizim's  pension,  by  another  bull,  to  compensate  th^ 
loss  the  knights  of  Rhodes  would  thereby  sustain^ 
he  sujipressed  the  orders  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  and 
St.  Lazare,  which  he  annexed  to  that  of  St.  John, 
to  prevent,  as  he  says  in  his  bull,  a  body  of  knights, 
80  necessary  toChristendom,  from  being  overpowered 
by  the  formidable  power  of  tlie  Turks.  The  grand 
master'ffown  interests  were  not  forgot  in  this  treaty : 
the  pope  engaged,  as  soon  as  prince  Zizim  dhould 
be  delivered  up,  to  send  him  a  cardinal's  hat;' a 
dignity  of  great  eminence  indeed,  but  not  very 
proper  for  a  warrior^  and  especially  one  that  was, 
at  the  same  time,  a  sovereign  prince. 

The  treaty  being  concluded  to  the  satidfaction  of 
the  pope  and  the  grand  master,  they  sent  ambai^- 
sadors  to  king  Charles  Vllt.,  the  son  and  successor 
of  Lewia  XL,  to  communicate  it  to  him,  and  desire 
his  consent.  They  met  with  no  difficulty  from  that 
quarter :  but  whilst  these  ambassadors  were  still  in 
France,  there  came  another  minister  of  the  Porte, 
«ent  by  Bajazet  to  the  king.  That  sultan,  who  was 
continaally  watching  the  behaviour  of  the  kBighti 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  HtStOtLV  CF 

with  regard  to  his  brother,  speedily  received  an 
aecount  of  the  designs  of  the  pope«  and  the  nego^ 
^iations  of  his  mioifters.  He  lost  no  time  in  dis- 
)>atching  one  of  his  principal  officers  to  traverse 
their  negociation.  This  ambassador,  landing  in 
Provence,  notified  his  arrival  immediately  to  the 
court,  and  set  oat  on  his  road  thither.  But  the  king, 
following  his  father's  example,  and  scrupling  to 
give  audience  to  an  infidel,  that  ministe'r  stopped 
at  Riez,  pursuant  to  an  order  he  received  by  an 
express  messenger,  and  was  obliged  to'transact  the 
affair  by  \vTiting,  and  sent  the  proposals  which  he 
was  authorised  to  make  to  court. 

Bajazet  in  his  letter  desired  the  king,  that  sultan 
Zizim  might  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  mi-^ 
nister  he  sent,  or  at  least  that  he  would  not  sufi^ 
bim  to  go  out  of  his  dominions :  and  in  order  td  en- 
gage him  to  comply  with  his  request,  by  something 
more  valuable  than  gold  or  precious  stones,  he  of- 
fered him  all  the  relics  that  the  emperor  Mahomet 
had  found  in  Constantinople,  and  in  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  his  empire.  He  added  further,  that  he  was 
in  war  with  the  soldan  of  Egypt;  that  he  hoped  to 
drive  him  soon  out  of  Syria,  Palestine,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Jerusalem;  and  that,  if  he  succeeded 
in  his  attempt,  he  engaged  to  set  the  last  of  those 
crowns  upon  his  head,  as  being  the  most  potent 
prhice  that  followed  the  law  of  the  Mcssias. 

Though  the  king  was  young,  very  courageous, 
and  foud  of  glory,  yet  he  did  not  suffer  himself  to 
be  allured  by  this  last  proposal.  Most  of  the  Chris- 
tian princes  had  been  long  before  that  discouraged 
from  making  those  tedious  voyages  and  pious  ex- 
peditions, which  had  cost  their  ancestors  immense 
sums,  and  the  purest  blood  of  their  nobility.    They 
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had  gcarcely  a  better  opifMon  of  the  relics  that 
came  fn>m  the  East,  after  the  plo&derin^  of  Coa^ 
atantuK^ple;  aad  the  Greeks  haid  brought  each  m 
Tflst  number  of  q|Nirious  cmes  among  the  Latins,^ 
that  the  most  supentitious  had  quite  lost  all  that 
csgemess  and  respect  which  is  due  to  the  trae  ones 
only:  so  that  the  minister  of  the  POrte  was  sent 
baefc»  as  PhiHp  de  Comines  relates^  without  seetn|f 
the  l^ing,  or  being  able  to  obtain  any  thing  from 
him :  but,  on  the  other  side,  he  signified  to  the  agents 
sent  by  the  pope  and  the  order,  that  they  might  go 
when  they  pleased;  that  he  gave  his  consent  to 
their  sending  prince  Ziztm  into  Italy ;  and  riiould 
be  exceedingly  pleased  if  the  holy  father  could 
reap  any  considerable  advantages  from  thence  for 
the  good  of  religion. 

This  prince,  howerer,  who  had  a  secret  design  of 
carrying  his  arms  one  day  into  the  East,  and  falling 
upon  the  Turks,  did  not  give  his  consent,  but  upon 
4;ondition  that  Zizim  should  be  always  kept  under 
a  guard  of  French  knights,  and  that  the  pope  riiouUl 
bind  himsdf  never  to  deliver  him  to  any  other  so- 
vereign, without  his  privity  and  consent^  under  the 
forfeiture  of  ten  thousand  ducats. 

The  unfortunate  Zizim,  after  having  come  fVom 
the  East  into  Europe,  and  from  Rhodes  into  the 
midst  of  Auvergne,  was  now  delivered  up  to  the 
pope's  agentSi  who  carried  him  into  Italyi  where 
he  arrived  without  any  obstacle.  To  disguise  this 
change  of  slavery,  he  was  received  with  as  muth 
pomp  and.mi^nificence  as  they  would  have  shown 
at  the  entky  of  a  Christian  king.  The  Cardinal  of 
Angers,  and  Francisquin  Cibo;  the  pope's  natural 

*  Obaerratlons  sur  I'Hist.  de  Charles  Vlir.^  p.  58S,  edit  de 
Lourre. 
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son,  baf  borii  before  he  entered  into  holy  ord^kv, 
went  to  meet  him  two  miles  from  Rome,  and  com* 
I^imented  him  in  the  pope's  name.  Doria,  captain 
of  the  pope's  guards,  waited  for  him  at  the  gate  of 
the  .town,  where  the  cavalcade  began.  Some  Turks, 
that  were  Zizim's  servants,  and  never  would  quit 
him,  were  the  first  that  appeared.  Next  came  the 
pope's  guards,  his  light  horse,  his  gentlemen,  with' 
those  of  the  cardinals  and  nobility  of  Rome.  The 
seignior  deFaucon,  ambassador  of  France,  heighten-^ 
ed  the  splendor  of  the  procession  by  the  grandeur  of 
his  equipage,  and  a  numerous  train  of  attendants  in 
rich  liveries:  the  viscount  de  Monteil,  the  grand 
master's  brother,  who  had  acquired  so  much  glory 
at  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  marched  immediately  after, 
abreast  with  Francisquin  Cibo:  next  advanced  the 
Turkish  prince,  mounted  on  a  prancing  horse,  fol- 
lowed by  the  grand  prior  of  Auvergue,  and  the 
other  knights  eppointed  for  his  guard.  The  proces- 
sion was  closed  by  the  master  of  the  pope's  chamber, 
and  a  crowd  of  Italian  prelates  of  the  pope's  court. 
The  Turkish  prince  was  conducted  to  an  apartment 
of  the  Vatican  prepared  for  him :  and  the  next  day 
the  ambassador  of  France  and  the  grand  prior  of 
Auvergne  conducted  him  to  an  audience  of  the 
pope. 

That  prince,  on  entering  the  apartment  where  he 
was  to  have  audience,  saw  the  pope  seated  on  his 
ihrone,  attended  by  the  cardinals  and  all  his  court; 
he  saluted  him  after  the  Turkish  manner,  but  all 
the  entreaties  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  em- 
|iloyed,  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  bend  his  knee, 
or  embrace  the  pontiff's  feet,  as  Christian  princes 
do.  The  pope,  however;  did  not  receive  him  less 
gracionsly  on  that  account    Zizim  besought  hit 
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protection  with  as  stately  an  air  as  if  the  pontiff 
stood  in  need  of  his.  Innocent  answered  him  with 
^eat  mildness;  and  he  was  afterwards  treated  with 
much  respect,  though  still  guarded  by  the  knights: 
but  as  he  saw  a  great  deal  of  company,  ^and  could 
easier  receive  news  from  Asia,  he  thought  him- 
self less  unhappy  at  Rome  than  in  the  tower  of 
Bourgneuf. 

The  king  of  France,  for  certain  reasons,  interested 
himself  for  the  preservation  of  .Zizim.  That  young 
prince,  who  was  powerful  and  ambitions,  aspired  to 
the  title  of  emperor.  He  had  a  mind  to  make  use 
one  day  of  Zi^im,  to  get  Constantinople^  Romania, 
and  the  Morea,  into  his  hands.  Andrew  Paleologus, 
nephew  to  the  last  emperor,  Constantine,  had  yielded 
up  to  him  all  his  rights  to  that  empire :  and  Albania, 
Greece,  and  Romania,  which  had  been  but  lately 
conquered  by  Mahomet,  and  still  peopled  by  Chris- 
tians, begged  and  implored  his  assistance.  The 
king,  in  order  to  fall  upon  those  great  prorinces, 
had  need  of  some  ports  in  Italy,  and  in  the  kingdoms 
of  the  two  Sicilies.  His  council  made  him  sensible 
of  the  right  he  had  to  the  crown  of  Naples.  This 
right  was  founded  on  the  will  of  Charles  IV.  king  of 
Sicily  and  Jerusalem,  nephew  to  king  Renue  of  the 
house  of  Anjou,  who  had  left  his  cousin  Lewis  XI. 
heir  to  all  his  dominions  and  rights ;  and  after  him 
the  Dauphin  his  son,  who  was  then  upon  the  throne,  . 
and  stiled  Charles  VIII.  Here  was  a  right  clear 
enough  indeed,  which  wanted  nothing  but  suflS- 
cient  force  to  render  it  valid.  The  king  and  his 
council  resolved,  before  they  made  an  expedition 
into  Greece,  to  undertake  this  enterprise.  They 
were  likewise  encouraged  to  it  by  LodQwic  Sforza^ 
regent  of  the  duchy  of  Milaq,  »  secret  enf  my  of  tlie 
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Ii0we  of  ArragoB,  a  bratt$h  of  which  had  reigned 
at  Naples  near  tixty  years. 
.  The  Italian  war  was  resolved  on  before  any 
^^ing  was  to  be  undertaken  on  the  side  of  Greece, 
However^  as  the  king  of  France  foresaw,  that  Zi* 
zim.'s  person  wonld  be  very  necessary  to  him  in  this 
lart  expeditions  he  sent  ambassadors  to  pope  Inner 
cent;  and  we  find  by  their  in8tmctions«  that  they 
were  ordered  to  .put  the  pope  in  mind  of  the  en- 
gagements he  had  entered  into  with  him,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  grand  seignior's  brother^  that  is,  of  his 
BeTer  disposing  of  him  without  his  privity  and  con^ 
,sent:  but  these  negociations  were  interrupted  by 
.the  pope's  death,  and  Zizun,  who,  4vil)g  his  pon- 
tiAcate,  had  found  some  alleviation  of  his  ill  for- 
.  tune,  was,  upim  his  death,  oppressed  with  a  new 
series  of  calamities. 

Cardinal  Koderigo  de  Borgiasucceeded  Innocent, 
by  the  name  of  Alexander  YI.  a  pope,  if  we  may 
oatt  him  by  that;  namet  that  bought  the  triple 
crowtt^  and  the  votes  of  several  of  his  colleagues 
with  ready  money.;  and  who,  iix order  to  reimburse, 
himself  the  sums  he  had  laid  out  after  his  having 
got  possession  of  it,  bestowed  no  other  reward  upon 
tiiose  aimonists  than  by  dispatching  them  by  sword 
andpmson,  or  siding  them  into  a  tedious  banish- 
ment. During  his  pontificate,  bishopricks,  benefices, 
ecclesiastical  dignities,  dispensations,  the  very  ad- 
ministration of  the  saeram^its,  all  was  veiial.  He 
sold  by  retail  what  he  had  bought  by  the  great,  and 
'  employed  theproduceofitin  keeping  his  mistresses : 
>  he  was  not  ashamed  to  put  the  purfde,  so  often  dyed 

•  with  the  blood  of  martyrs,  upon  several  of  bis  bas- 

•  tords,  that  were  polluted  with  all  sorts  of  crimes, 
and  whom  be  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal* 
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The  unfinrtanate  Zizim  heihg,  by  the  present  si- 
ItaatioQ  of  his  circumstances^  in  his  power;  the 
tyrant,  in  order  to  enable  himself  to  dispose  of  his 
Kberty  and  life  as  he  pleased,  took  him  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  knights,  whom  he  dismissed,  shut  him; 
«p  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  then  sent  advice 
of  it  to  the  grand  seignior,  who,  through  fear  lest 
he  should  set  him  at  liberty,  engaged  to  pay  him 
forty  thousand  ducats  annually:  others  say  that 
Alexander  got  at  least  sixty  thousand  a*year  from 
kim. 

Meantime,  the  king  of  France,  fend  of  his  first 
designs  of  conquest;  made  extraordinary  levies:  hia 
army  consisted  of  3600  men  of  arms,  6000  archers^ 
6000  crossbows,  8000  pikemen,  and  as  many  mus- 
queteers,  besides  a  prodigious  train  of  artillery.  All 
Italy  trembled  at  the  news  of  this  formidable  arma- 
moit.  The  pope,  whom  the  cardinals  desired  to' 
have  deposed,  was  in  a  fright  at  the  bare  noise  of 
the  march  of  the  French :  but  as  he  was  an  able 
man,  and  a  great  politician,  he .  turned  his  viewi 
towards  G)n8tantinople,  and  flattered  himself,  that 
if  be  was  hard  pressed  by  his  enemies,  he  should  be 
able,  so  long  as  he  was  master  of  Zicim's  person,  to' 
get  strong  succours  from  Bajazet,  both  in  money 
and  troops,  to  sustain  the  war  against  the  French.  ' 

It  was  with  this  view  that  he  secretly  dispatched 
a  nuncio,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  designs  and  ar- 
mament of  Charles  VIII.,  A.D.  1494.  We  see  in 
the  instructions  given  this  nuncio,  whose  name  was 
George  Bozzarde,  that  he  was  directed  to  tell  ther 
grand  seignior,  that  the  king  of  France  was  ad- 
vancing at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  to  take 
sultan  Gem  or  Zizim  his  brother  out  of  his  hands, 
ip  order  to  make  use  of  hb  help  to  dethrone  him ; 
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that  u  for  himielf,  he  was  resolved,  in  eonjaneiion 
with  the  king  of  N^^ples  his  ally,  to  oppose  his  en-' 
lerprise,  and  hinder  him  particularly  from  adyanctngf 
near  Rome;  bnt  that  he  could  liot  maintain  war 
agi^inst  so  potent  a  prince  without  a  speedy  succour, 
aild  that  therefore  he  would  oblige  him,  if  he  would 
pay  him  immediately  the  forty  thousand  dncata 
that  were  due  to  bim  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
prince  his  brother.  He  adds,  in  this  instruction  to 
|us  ambassador,  that  he  should  acquaint  the  grand 
seignior,  that  the  soldan  of  Egypt,  with  whom  his 
)lighness  was  in  war,  had  sent  an  ambassador  to  of- 
fer him  immei}se  sums  if  he  wduld  deliver  Prince 
2iBim  into  his  hands :  but  that  he  had  rejected  this 
proposal,  and  that  notiiinj^  should  be  able  to  detach 
kim  from  hii  fn^eresis.' 

The  pope,  by  this  subtle  turn,  and  acqnMntiag 
him  with  the  soldan  of  Egypt's  oflfers,  insinuated 
to  the  grand  seignior,  that  his  brother  was  exposed 
to  iale,  that  the  highest  bidder  would  carry  it,  and 
that  it  depended  on  himself  only  to  obtain  the  pre- 
ference. Bajasef  understood  his  mining,  and  as  he 
liad  no  interest  so  pressing  as  that  of  getting  rid  of 
his  brother,  we  see,  by  his  letters  to  the  pope^  that 
he  begs  him  to  dispatch  him  oiit  of  liahd,  and  hf  his 
death  put  an  end  to  the  uneasiness  which  would  sit 
ilpon  his  spirits  as  long  as  h6  shciuld  be  living! 
'^'  Holy  father,^  s^ys  he  to  him,  '^  Zizim,  as  he  if 
imprisoned,  cannot  be  said  to  }ive;  he  does  nothing 
i>ut  languish;  Itie  is  already  more  than  half  dead.  It 
would  be  doing  him  a  good  office  to  dispatch  him 
outright,  and  send  him  to  enjoy  eternal  rest  In  ano^ 
Iber  world."  Thus  did  that  tyrant  wplaiii  himself 
in  writing  to  another  t]rrant;  and  to  make  him  ab- 
|6lutely  rf  solve  upon  the  murder  be  proposed,  he 
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jbngageS  himself  by  his  letter,  that  as  soon  as  he 
^hduld  haVe  made  away  with  his  enemy,  to  remit 
him  three  hundred  thousaiid  dticats;  which,  says  hei 
1^  may  eoiploy  in  purchasing  considerable  manors 
and  lordships  for  his  children.  The  pope,  who  never 
valued  the  life  of  a  man  in  any  affair  wherein  hit 
interest  was  cdncerned,  readily  agreed  to  the  con- 
ditions df  the  treaty.  But  as  he  got  a  tribute  of 
forty  thousand  ducats  every  year  that  Zizim  livedo 
and  also  by  that  means  kept  Bajazet  in  awe>  hd  ^ 
thought  proper  to  defer  the  execution  of  this  treaty 
till  he  saw  the  success  of  the  enterprise  of  Charles 
VIII.,  and  whether  that  prince  would  be  powerful 
enough  in  Italy  to  take  his  prisoner  from  him. 

But  he  was  strangely  surprised  to  hear,  that  that 
prince  had  already  passed  the  Alps,  and  entered 
ItalV  without  meeting  with  any  obstacle  or  oppo- 
sition*    And  indeed  every  thing  submitted  to  him, 
so  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  sieges  or  battles^ 
M^t  of  the  towns  sent  a  great  distance  to  meet 
him;  to  present  him  with  their  keys;  and  it  was 
commonly  said,  that  he  had  less  need  of  captain^ 
iUii  harbiiigers  for  this  great  conquest,  to  go,  as 
was  usual  in  France,  and  mark  out  with  their  chalk 
the  lodging  he  was  to  lie  at.     Thus  that  young 
priuibe,  who  was  a  conqueror  before  he  so  much  as 
drew  his  sword,  came  to  Rome,  and  to  complete  hia 
good  fortune,  as  if  the  gates  of  Rome  were  not 
large  enough  to  afford  him  a  suitable  admittance 
ipto  the  city,  their  cry  night  of  hb  arrival  there 
tumbled  down  at  least  forty  yards  of  the  wall, 
which  being  very  old  fell  of  themselves. 

The  pope,  afraid  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  that 
prince,  and  of  being  prosecuted  as  the  chief  of  the 
sacred  college^  solicited  he  might  be  shut  up  in  the 
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cartle  of  St.  Angelo.  It  was  here  that  his  pait  mi-^ 
^uities  presented  themselves  to  his  imaginatioif, 
uith  all  their  black  Irain  of  horrors.  His  mfamoas 
debaucheries,  hissiiDony,  his  poisonings^his  murders 
and  his  ^sesassinations,  pierced  him  to  the  quick. 
The  cardinals,  who  were  witnesses  as  well  as  enemies 
oFhis  vices,  the  citizens  of  Rome,  and  the  French 
soldiers,  all  cried  out  aloxid,  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  purge  both  the  earth  and  the  church  of  8uch  a 
monsten  Though  he  found*  himself  in  this  terrible 
situation;  and  abandoned  by  every  body,  yet  he  did 
not  abandon  himself;  and  as  he  was  immensely  rich, 
and  had  as  much  dexterity  aa  money,  he  opposed 
the  storm :  and  whilst  his  enemies  looked  upon  him 
as  an  undone  man,  he,  by  force  of  presents,  and  the 
promise  of  a  cardinal's  hat  to  Brieonnet  the  king's 
minister,  gained  him  over,  to  his  interest,  and,  by 
his  credit,  most  of  the  young  prince's  favourites  at 
the  Slime  time :  so  that  this  great  affair  was  turned 
intd  a  liegociation,  and  of  a  criminal  was  made  a 
civil  cause.  No  more  mention  was  made  of  the 
Crimes  of  Alexander ;  all  that  was  now  i^imed  at 
was  to  get  him  over  fiom  the  party  of  the  house  of 
Arragon.  He  promised  every  thing  that  they  could 
desire  of  him,  resolving  to  keep  his  promises  no 
loneer  thdn  a  superior  power  should  force  him  to  ih  . 
Thus  the  treaty  was  soon  concluded :  he  engaged 
to  adhere  inviolably  for  the  future  to  the  interests  of 
France,  and  for  a  pledge  of  his  word,  gave  his  son, 
tlie  cardinal  of  Borgia  or  of  Valence,  in  hostage ; 
the  same  ^ho  was  afterwards  called  the  duke  of  Va-- 
lentinois,  thip  hero  of  Machiavel,  and  who  was  the 
most  profligate  man  then  living,  had  his  father  not 
been  alive.  By  this  treaty  he  was  obliged  to  follow 
the  king  to  the  war  for  four  months,  in  quality  of  a 
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hostage.  And  in  order  not  to  sullj  the  honour  of 
the  pnrple,  his  father  invested  him  ^ith  the  dignity 
of  legate  of  the  holy  see:  hut  what  was  still  a 
greater  mortification  to  him  than  to  see  his  son  fol- 
low the  banner  of  France^  was  his  being  obliged  to 
deliver  Zizim  up  to  the  king.  We  see;  by  the 
treaty  made  on  this  occasion^  that  that  prince,  after 
the  expedition  of  Naples,  had  bound  him^s^lf  to  send 
him  back  to  Rome  to  the  pope ;  and  in  the  mean* 
time  the  king  was  to  get  hi  mi  a  discharge  from  the 
grand  master  and  council  of  the  order,  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  had  given  them,  when  he  received 
2U2im  from  them;  he  was  likewise,  so  long  as  the 
Turkish  prince  lived,  to  have  the  forty  thousand 
ducats  to  himself,  which  the  Ailtan  paid  fothissub*- 
sistence ;  all  of  them  conditioiis  which  he  stipulated 
with  so  much  care,  with  a  view  only  of  lereening  his 
wicked  intentions.  For  this  bloody  wretch,  in  order 
to  keep  his  promise  to  the  Turk,  and  elude  that 
which  he  had  given  to  the  king,  caused^  Zizim  to 
be  poisoned  before  he  delivered  him  up;  so  that  the 
unfortunate  prince  ended  his  days  the  moment  he 
came  up  with  the  king  at  Terracina.  The  hasty 
flight  of  the  pope's  son  by  night,  whom  the  dark^' 
ness  of  it  favoured  to  make  his  escape,  pointed  out 
the  perfidious  authors  of  this  murder. 

The  fatal  news  soon  came  to  Rhodes,  and  it 
struck  the  grand  master  with  horror  and  astonish- 
ment He  reproached  himself,  and' that  perhaps 
justly  too,  for  having  delivered  up  to  Innocent  VIII. 
a  prince  that  had  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  the 
order  in  confidence  of  their  safe  conduct,  and  who, 
though  he  had  thrown  himself  as  a  captive  into 
Rhodes,  could  never  in  that  case  have  been  treated 
^  Raioaldi  AftnaIesEcclesi«3t.  anno  149^ 
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otherwise  th^a  u  a  prisoner  of  war.  That  which  ia^ 
creased  the  grand  master's  grief  was,  that  he  waf 
obliged  to  dissemble  it,  and  was  not  allowed  to  take 
the  vengeance  due  to  so  horrible  a  crime.  In  this 
great  perplexity,  the  grand  prior  of  Auvergne  his 
nephew,  bronghthim  letters  from  the  king  of  France^ 
desiring  him  to  come  to  him,  that  they  might  con- 
sult about  the  design  he  had  formed  of  inyading 
Greece,  and  falling  upon  the  dominions  of  the  grand 
seignior. 

This  young  prince, whom  fortune  seei<ied  to  coiK 
duct  by  the  hand,  had  just  made  himself  master  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  young  Fetdinand 
had  abandoned  to  him.  The  ease  he  found  in  gaining" 
conquests  which  no  one  disputed  with  him^  made 
him  fancy  be  should  have  the  same  success  against 
the  Turks.    This  was  the  occasion  of  his  letter  ttf 
the  grand  master*  which  was  wrote  in  terms  equally 
civil  and  urgent.    The  king  told  him  in  a  very 
obliging  manner,  that  he  had  made  choice  of  him, 
as  one  of  the  greatest  captains  of  the  age^  to  be  his 
guide  in  that  holy  enterprise.    But  tlie  grand  mas- 
ter was  not  to  be  dazzled  by  these  enoomiums!*  nmcfa 
less  by  a  project  that  was  more  pompoud  than  solid. 
This  venerable  old  man,  though  he  resided  in  his 
palace,  kept  nevertheless  secret  intelligences  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Christian  princes,  and  even  in  the 
seraglio  of  the  grand  seignior.  He  was  assured  that 
this  prince,  now  free  from  the  uneasinesf  that  hi^ 
brother  had  occasioned  him  aalong  as  he  lived,  was 
then  making  a  powerful  armament ;  and  that  it  was 
by  no  means  prudent  for  the  gittnd  master  to  l^ve 
KJiodesand  the  isles  of  the  order  in  such  a  jvn^tare^ 
But  what  prevailed  more  than  any  thing  ekie.  tQ^ 
prevent  his  going,  was,  that  he  had  certain  advices 
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from  several  places,  that  die  king,  Ht  from  being 
in  a  condition  to  pass  into  the  Levant,  M'ould  be 
very  happy  if  he  could  get  back  into  France;  that 
the  army  Mrhich  he  had  led  into  Italy  was  conside* 
rably  lesflened,  by  the  garrisons  he  had  been  forced 
to  put  into  different  places,  by  sickness^  and  espe^ 
cially  by  the  excesses  which'  his  soldiers  had  fallen 
into.  That*  there  was  moreover  a  powerful  league 
formed'  against  that  prince,  the  pope  having  beei| 
the  principal  instrument  in  promoting  it  i  that  Ba-^ 
Jazet  had,  at'  the  pontiff^s  solicitation,  sent  an  am^ 
bassador  to  Venice,  to  threaten  those  republicans 
with  a  bloody  war,  if  they  did  not  declare  them-' 
selves  immediately  against  the  king  of  France;  that 
they  had  entered  the  more  freely  info  the  league, 
because  they  did  not  care  to  have  so  potent  a 
prince  for  their  neighbour:  that  their  Bailo  was 
the  very  person  who  had  given  the  grand  seignior 
the  fii^t  account  of  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
Zizim;  and  that  in  order  to  gratify  the  Turks,  they 
had  caused  the  archbishop  of  Durazzo  to  be  seized,' 
who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  conquests  of  Charles 
the  Eighth,^ had  held  secret  intelligences  with  the 
Greeks  of  niyria,  a  people  that  had  but  lately  been 
brought  under  the  subjection  of  the  porte;  and  that 
those  republican  politicians  had  sent  all  the  papers 
and  writings  of  that  prelate  to  the  sultan. 

These  advices  informed  him  farther,  that  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  I.  Ferdinand  king  of  Spain,  Fer* 
dinand  the  dethroned  king  of  Naples,  Lodowic  the 
duke  or  usurper  of  Milan,  the  marquess  of  Mantua, 
and  several  other  petty  princes  of  Italy,  were  ac- 
tually treating  at  Venice,  and  they  pretended  that 
the  league  was  signed  the  last  day  of  March.  The 
jjrand  master  sent  the  chevalier  de  Blanchfort  back 
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to  the  king,  to  commanicate  the^e  adyiceg  to  him, 
wrhich  the  eyent  showed  to  be  but  too  well  founded » 
AH  these  princes  took  up  armst  and  their  army  conr 
consisted  of  20,000  foot  and  34,000  horse. 

The  king  saw  plainly  that  he  must  lay  aside  the  en*r 
terprise  of  the  Levant:  all  his  thoughts  were  bent 
on  going  to  raise  new  forces  in  France :  he  marched 
that  way  with  the  remains  of  his  army.     The  ene- 
my, who  made  near  sixty  thousand  men  imposed 
his  passage;  they  came  to  an  engagement.     The 
allies,  though  superior  in  number,  yet  not  being 
united  among  themselves,  advanced  bravely  to  the 
battle,  but  after  the  first  charge,  most  of  them 
wheeled  about  and  retired.  One  would  have  thought, 
that  they  were  come  only  to  make. a  tournament; 
and  the  stradiots,  a  body  of  light  horse  in  the  Yene* 
tian  service,  falling  upon  the  baggage,  which  was 
purposely  left  as  a  bait  to  furnish  them  with  em- 
ployment, the  king,  at  the  head  of  his  gentry  and 
men  of  arms,  opened  a  passage  sword  in  hand,  with 
the  loss  only  of  thirty  or  forty  of  his  soldiers^  after 
liilling  three  thousand  five  hundred  of  the  enemy ; 
in    which    number  were    Rodolph   uncle   to   the 
marquess  of   Mantua,  and  three  princes  of  the 
name  of  Gonzaga,  together  with  eighteen  Italian 
Jords^. 

Charles  YIIL  returned  into  his  own  dominions 
with  more  glory  than  advantage.  He  lost  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  by  his  retreat ;  and  as  the  grand 
master  had  foreseen,  there  was  no  more  talk  in 
France  of  the  conquest  of  Constantinople.  The  pope, 
delivered  from  his  fear  of  the  king's  forces,  and  ber 
ing  no  longer  under  apprehensions  from  that  prince, 
who  was  scandalized  at  his  wicked  life  and  infamous 
actions,  kept  no  measures  after  the  French  army  ha4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   KNlcktS    0S<   MALTA;  24S 

repassed  the  mountains,  but  relapted  into  his  formet 
disorders. 

The  ktiights  of  Rhodes  Ivere  not  safe  from  the 
Oppression  of  his  government.  Thi^  pontiff,  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  privileges  of  the  Order,  and 
though  he  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the  s^rvictfs 
that  the  knights  were  continually  dbihg  to  Christen- 
dom, he  yet  pretended  to  be  Absolute  inaster  of  all 
the  dignities  and  commandries  of  the  order;  and  the 
priory  of  Catalonia  with  the  cbmmandry  of  Noil-* 
Velles  falliiig  vacant,  he  bestowed  them  on  Le^\§ 
Borgia  his  nephew,  thoug^h  the  grand  toaster  had 
disposed  of  them  to  brother  Francis  Bossolx,  a  Cata« 
Ian,  and  biie  of  the  most  illtistrious  knightd  of  the 
language  of  Arragoii. 

Such  a  notorious  invasioil  of  their  privileges  oc^ 
icasioned  great  eom|>laints  throughout  the  order. 
They  wrote  About  it  by  their  ambassadors  to  Ferdi-^ 
hand,  at  that  time  king  of  Airagon  and  Castile* 
iThis  prince,  who,  in  his  wArs  Against  the  Moors  of 
Granada,  had  found  no  succotK'  so  surety  to  be  de-« 
pended  as  those  of  the  Spanish  knights,  entered  in<- 
to  their  just  resentment.  He  assured  the  grAnd 
toaster,  that  he  would  openly  support  the  nomina- 
tion he  had  made  of  the  chevalier  Bostolx,  And  that^ 
BO  long  As  he  livedo  he  woiild  neVer  suffer  Any  coto- 
tnandry  to  be  disposed  of  to  his  prejudice,  And  con* 
trary  to  the  rights  of  the  Order.  This  prince  wrote 
At  the  sAme  time'to  the  pope.  And  represented  to 
him,  that  tli^re  was  no  state  in  Christendom  but 
held  the  institution  and  bravery  of  that  noble  order 
in  singular  veneration ;  that  those  illustrious  knighta 
were  the  standing  protectors  of  all  the  Christian  na^ 
lions  that  sailed  in  the  Mediterranean ;  that  ever 
iince  the  foundAtioa  of  the  order,  they  had  always 
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served  as  a  conToy  to  pilgrims  that  went  <mt  df  de'* 
votion  to  visit  the  Holy  Land  and  the  sepulchre  o^ 
the  Saviour  of  mankind ;  that  since  the  increase  of 
their  power  by  the  conquest  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes, 
they  made  no  use  of  their  forces,  as  his  holiness  well 
knew,  but  only  to  succour  Christian  princes  against 
the  infidels;  that  they  spent  tlieir  revenues,  their 
blood,  and  their  lives,  in  that  service;  that  the  or- 
der was  daily  losing  some  of  its  bravest  knight^  ip 
those  holy  wars^  and  that  very  few  of  them  came 
off  without  wounds ;  that  it  was  in  consideration 
and  acknowledgmept  for  these  important  services, 
that  most  of  the  sovereigns  of  Christendom  had 
given  to  so  useful  an  order  the  estates  of  which  thp 
commandries  were  composed,  and  that  there  ws^ 
not  one  of  them  but  beheld'  with  concern  the  at- 
tempts that  were  making  to  alter  this  disposition; 
that  they  themselves  would  not  sit  tamely  whilst 
the  possessions  which  their  predecessors  bad  acquired 
so  justly,  and  by  so  many  dangers  and  fatigues, 
were  alienating  from  them,  and  were  given  away 
to  strangers ;  and  that  after  all,  there  was  no  de- 
privi|ig  them  of  their  right,  without  damping  their 
zeal,  lessening  the  forces  that  they  kept  at  sea,  and 
abandoning  all  the  Christians  that  should  undertake 
any  voyages  by  sea,  as  a  prey  to  barbarians  and 
infidels. 

The  pope  submitted  to  the  arguments,  oi:  rather 
authority  of  the  king  of  Ari:agon  ai^  tastile.  That 
pontiff  was  very  sensible,  that,  ammst  the  complaints 
of  the  Spanish  knights,  some  invectnres  had  been 
dropped  against  his  intimacy  and  correspondence 
with  the  great  Turk.  He  was  obliged,  in  honour^ 
to  wipe  pff  the  stains  that  the  j^oisoning  oC  Zizim 
had  thrown  upon  him.  In  order,  therefore,  to  silence 
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rjeportstio  very  prejudicial  to  his  reputation,  he  pro- 
posed  by  his  nuncios,   to  most  of  the  Christian 
princes,  the  forming  a  powerful  league  against  the 
infidels.     He  declared  publicly,   that  he  himself 
would  be  the  head  of  it ;  and,  to  impose  on  such  as 
might  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  his  inteptions^ 
h^  named  the  grand  master  of  Rhodes  generalissimo 
of  the  Christian  army.     Such  a  chdice  determined 
most  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  to  take  up  arms. 
The   emperor  Maximilian,    Lewis  iLlI.,   king  of 
France,  the  kings  of  Castile,  Portugal  and  Hungary, 
the  Venetians,  and  most   of  the  Italian  princea 
entered  into  the  league.  The  pope  sent  the  news  of 
it  to  Rhodes :  he  required  the  order  to  maintain  four 
galleys  and  four  other  vessels  well  equipped  for  its 
quota  during  the  war,  promising,  at  the  same  time, 
to  furnish  fifteen  for  his  part,  and  took  notice,  in  a 
particular  letter  which  he  sent  to  the  grand  master, 
that  the  bishop  of  Tiroli,  his  nuncio,  was  actually 
fitting  them  out  in  the  port  of  Venice. 

However  positive  this  promise  might  be,  the  grand 
master,  who  knew  the  pope's  deceitful  mind,  was 
Tery  unwilling  to  depend  upon  it;  and  was  so  tho- 
roughly persuaded  of  the  certainty  of  his  conjec- 
tures on  this  head,  that  he  would  have  refused  the 
post  of  general,  if  the  council  of  the  order  had  not 
represented  to  him,  that  there  were  certain  periods 
in  which  something  must  necessarily  be  left  to 
chance:  that  they  had,  indeed,  but  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  pope,  notwithstanding  this 
great  ostentation  of  zeal  which  he  affected,  still  kept 
up  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  Porte;  but  that 
in  a  crusade  and  general  war  undertaken  against 
the  infidels,  the  order  was  not  at  liberty  to  remain 
\n  a  ptate  of  indolence,  vhich  would  cast  a  stain  (m 
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the  bravery  of  the  kni^hte;  and  that  ihey  oughl . 
always  to  be  the  first  to  take  pp  arms,  and  the  last 
to  lay  them  down. 

The  grand  master  was  sensible,  that  on  such  ocr 
i^asions  there  is  no  keeping  exactly  to  the  niles  and 
dictates  of  prudence :  and  a  very  obliging  letter, 
which  he  received  at  the  same  time  from  Lewis  XII., 
king  pf  France,  determined  him  entirely.     This 
prince,  who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  merit,  after 
paying  just  eulogiums  to  the  valour  and  experienc<^ 
pf  the  grand  master^  told  him,  that  he  was  sending 
several  vessels  well  equipped,  and  provided  with 
land-forces  qn  board,  inta  the  Mediterranean ;  that 
Philip  de  Cleves-Ravestein  commanded  this  little 
fleet,  and  was  expressly  enjoined  by  his  instructions 
to  obey  him^  aqd  do  nothing  without  his  orders. 
The  grand  master  and  council,  in  order  to  answer, 
in  a  suiUble  manner,  the  great  expectations  al^ 
Christendom  had  from  the  order,  n^ade  extraordinary 
efforts,  and  put  to  sea  a  considerable  fleet,  composed 
pf  vessels  with  high  decks,  gallevs,  galliots  and 
barks,  well  prpyided.  All  these  vessels  lay  at  anchor, 
and  waited  for  the  coming  of  the  pope's  galleys  and 
French  vessels  under  Ravestein's  command.    But 
this  oflBcer,  far  from  pbserying  his  master's  instruc- 
tions, and  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  whole  honour  of 
the  campaign  to  himself,  without  consulting  the 
grand  ma^t^ri  besieged  the  capital  of  the  isle  of 
^itylene. 

The  Venetians  were  at  sea  with  thirty  galleys, 
they  were  continually  expecting  those  of  the  pope; 
and  Ravestein  flattered  himself,  that,  with  these 
•uccours,  he  diould  have  the  glory  of  this  conquest. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  he  found  that  the  enter- 
P[i^  exceeded  hb  strengtii.  The  place  was  fortifi^ 
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with  strong  bastioiiB,  aiid  vas  defended  by  a  im* 
taerous  garriflon,  consiflting^  chiefly  of  janizariep^ 
Moreover,  the  French  general  had  not  troops  to  in- 
vest it,  and  the  Turks  were  every  moment  throw- 
ing fresh  succonrs  into  it    Ravestein,  after  losing 
abundance  of  men  in  several  attacks,  was  obliged 
to  raise  the  siege;  and,  pretending  that  the  season 
was  too  far  advanced,  he  returned  directly  for  the 
coasts  of  France.   The  Venetian  geiieral  wrote  the 
grand  master  word,  that  the  French  had  attempted, 
apd  afterwards  raised  the  siege  of  Mitylene  without 
his  privity  and  consent;  adding,  that  there  was  no 
depending  on  the  fifteen  galleys  of  the  pope,  that 
were  so  many  castles  in  the  air;  that  he  knew  only 
of  two,  which  the  duke  of  Valentinois,  his  son,  was 
employing  at  that  time  against  the  prince  of  Piora- 
bino,  and  that  they  had  no  notion  in  Italy  of  the 
pontiff's  taking  up  arms  against  the  Turks.  Never- 
theless the  league  subsisted  some  time  longer,  during 
which  the  Christians  took  the  islands  of  St.  Maure 
from  the  infidels,  which  was  the  only  benefit  they 
reaped  from  this  union  of  the  Christian  princes.  The 
war  that  broke  out  between  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  destroyed  it  en- 
tirely ;  and  the  pope,  instead  of  interfering  to  recon- 
cUe  those  two  powers,  did  all  he  could  to  foment 
their  divisions.    The  Venetians,  deserted  by  the 
principal  of  their  allies,  made  a  separate  peace  with 
the  Turk.    Ladislaus,  king  of  Hungary,  entered 
into  a  like  treaty  with  Bajazet,  and  none  stood  out 
but  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  who,  without  the  least 
succour  from  the  pope  and  the  other  princes  of 
Europe,  continued  the  war  against  the  Turks  with 
|;be  single  forces  of  the  order. 

Their  gf  lleys  were  at  sea,  and  met  off  the  coasts 
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of  Syria  and  Egypt,  a  Turlcish  and  Saracen  fleet, 
richly  laden  with  merchandize,  bound  from  Alex- 
andriatoConstantinopIcThechevalierdeVinaragnt, 
cdstellan  of  Emposta,  commanded  this  squadron :  he 
aitaclced'  and  defeated  the  conToy  of  this  rich  fleet, 
vrhich  he  seized  on  and  brought  into  the  pert  of 
Rhodes.  The  prize  indeed  was  considerable,  but  not 
sufficient  to  remove  the  grand  master's  concern  for 
the  indifference  and  negligence  of  his  allies.  He 
employed  every  method,  and  used  the  most  pres* 
sing  instances,  but  to  no  purpose,  in  order  to  give 
new  life  to  the  league,  and  engage  the  pope  to  keep 
his  word  the  following  campaign.  That  pontiff; 
who  had  sufficiently  re-established  his  reputation  in 
having  formed  a  league,  employed  his  thoughts 
only  on  the.  making  a  great  provision  for  Caesar 
Borgia,  his  favourite  son.  He  was  for  making  that 
bastard  a  sovereign  prince,  and^  raising  his  fortune 
on  the  ruins  of  the  first  houses  bf  Italy. 

The  other  princes  of  the  alliance  were,  in  like 
manner,  entirely  taken  np  with  their  own  private 
intere^.  The  grand  master  seeing  no  cause  to 
expect  any  thing  for  the  advantage  of  Christendom 
under  such  a  pontificate,  waited  for  a  change,  and 
in  the  mean  time  turned  all  his  care  to  regulate  the 
constitution  of  his  state,  and  the  manners  of  his 
knights  and  people. 

'  By  an  edict  of  the  council,  he  banished  the  Jews 
out  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  all  the  territories  of 
the  order,  in  which  they  had  been  settled  for  several 
a^es.  The  hereditary  aversion  of  that  people  for  the 
adorable  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  made  them  odious 
to  the  grand  master;  besides,  they  ruined  the  sub- 
jects of  the  order  by  their  excessive  usury,  and  were 
accused  of  a  certain  kind  of  traffic,  that  was  still 
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more  base  and  iafamous.   From  the  same  motive  q( 
piety»  and  the  spirit  of  religion,  the  grand  mastei* 
made  severe  ordinances  against  blasphemers,  and 
extended  them  against  the  luxury  of  some  knights, 
that  went  too  fine  and  gaudy  in  their  apparel.  This 
worthy  head  of  an  order,  holy  in  its  institution,  be- 
ing as  regular  a  religious  as  he  was  a  great  captain, 
ordered  all  his  knights,  agreeable  to  what  had  al- 
ways been  practised  in  the  order,  to  wear  no  clothes 
but  what  were  plain,  uniform,  of  one  colour,  and 
without  any  of  those  vain  embellishments,  the  result 
of  pride  and  ambition :  and  if  any  one  dared  to  in- 
fringe that  statute,  he  was  condemned  to  undergo 
the  discipline  for  two  days,  fast  for  seven,  and  his 
clothes  were  confiscated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
All  the  old  commanders,  and  the  most  zealous  among 
the  knights,  highly  commended  the  grand  master 
for  this  wise  regulation.    From  that  moment  there 
were  no  more  to  be  seen  any  stufi&  of  different  co- 
lours, embroideries,  rich  furs^  or  any  sort  of  vain 
equipage,  unsuitable  to  a  set  of  religious  personiu 
who  had  made  the  solemn  yow  of  poverty  at  the 
altar.    What  could  one  think  to  see  these  religious 
dressed  like  so  many  women,  perhaps  only.  with,  a 
Tiew  of  seducing  them,  end  having  nothing  of  their 
profession  about  them  but  a.  badr^  cross,  which  they 
would  not  have  wom^  had  it  not  served  for  a  title 
to  the  claim  they  laid  to  the  revenues  of  the  order? 
It  was  a  happy  circumstance^  indeed,  that  at  th^ 
same  time  they  resumed  the  modesl^  habit  .of  thei^ 
profession,  they  resumed  likewise  the  spirit  of  it; 
and  the  order  again,  found  a  set  of  holy  religions  in 
the  person  of  its  brave  kmghta. 

While  the  g^rand  master,  was  emfioj}n^  himaelf 
so  worthily  in  maintaining  r^pilardiscipbno'iii  his  * 
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order,  on6  would  have  thought  that  the  pope  hili 
conspired  its  ruin.    That  pontiff,  ever  greedj  of 
wealth,  and  ahove  all  things  fond  of  despotic  power, 
bestowed  the  richest  dignities  of  the  order  upon  hb 
relations  and  secular  persons,  and  disposed  of  theih 
without  the  privity  of  the  grand  master,  without 
the  least  regard  for  the  nature  of  the  possessioits 
which  belonged  to  an  independent  and  sovereigti 
body,  and  in  violation  of  all  the  rights  and  privi^ 
leges  of  the  order.     This  unjust  and  violent  pro- 
ceeding afflicted  the  grand  master  in  a  very  sensible 
manner.    He  wrote  about  it  to  the  pope  in  very 
strong  terms,  such  as  a  true  zeal  is  apt  to  inspire; 
but  all  the  answer  he  had  was  a  continuation  of  the 
same  injustice;  and  he  had  an  account,  that  even 
after  his  remonstrances,  Alexander  had  promised 
the  grand  priory  of  Castile  to  Don  Henry  de  Toledo* 
This  news  threw  the  grand  master  into  a  melan- 
choly, which  ended  in  a  sickness  that  proved  mortal. 
The  generous  old  man,  a  sincere  lover  of  his  ordef, 
of  whose  merit  and  usefulness  he  was  thoroughly 
persuaded,  could  not  get  the  better  of  his  grief. 
His  indisposition  insensibly  became  too  strong  for  all 
the  remedies  of  physic ;  he  sunk  under  it  without 
losing  his  ordinary  resolution,  and  saw  death  steal 
upon  his  bed  with  the  same  intrepidity  that  he  had 
so  often  stared  it  in  the  face  in  war,  amidst  the  most 
terrible  dangers.    Thus  died,  A.  D.  1503,  at  above 
eighty  yean  of  age,  Peter  d' Aubusson,  grand  master 
of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  one  of  the 
jgreatest  captains  of  his  age :  a  man  revered  by  all 
the  princes  that  lived  in  his  time,  the  darling  and 
delight  of  hia  knights,  the  father  of  the  poor,  the 
redeemer  of  Rhodes,  and  eminently  distinguished 
|ofh  by  ]u0  piety  and  TaiottTi 
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Hi  birth  was  illustrioas:  he  was  sprang  of  one  of 
the  most  noble  and  most  ancient  houses  of  France, 
the  original  of  which  is  not  to  be  traced  in  the  ob** 
scurity  of  the  first  ages  of  that  monarchy.  About 
the  year  887,  as  Aimar  de  Chabanois  relates,  a  my^ 
bleman  of  the  name  of  Aubusson  was  made  a  visr 
count  in  the  province  of  Limousin  by  king  £ndes« 
The  same  historian,  who  lived  in  1209,  in  order  to 
extol  the  birth  of  Turpin,  bishop  of  Limoges,  says, 
that  he  was  uncle  to  Robert,  viscount  d' Aubusson. 
But  how  illustrious  soever  the  grand  master's  an- 
cestors were,  he  gloried  chiefly  in  those  that  had 
signalised  themselves  in  the  wars  of  the  Holy  Land. 
It  was  to  copy  after  their  example,  that  he  devoted 
himself  to  tiie  defence  of  Christians,  by  entering 
into  the  order,  and  fighting  under  the  banner  of  St. 
John;  we  have  now  seen  in  the  history  of  his  life, 
that  he  was  as  serviceable  to  them  as  he  was  terri^ 
ble  to  the  infidels.  The  order,  after  his  death,  inhe<« 
rited  hb  estate;  but  we  may  say  with  justice,  that 
the  most  valuable  treasure  he  left  was  the  remem- 
brance of  his  glory  and  the  example  of  his  virtues. 


BOOK  VIII. 

THOUGH  all  grand  masters  are  mortal,  we  may 
say  that  the  order  of  St.  John  is  immortal,  and  that 
such  a  republican  government,  founded  upon  inva-- 
riable  laws,  and  always  actuated  by  a  wise  coun- 
cil, may  lose  its  head,  or  some  of  its  members,  with-r 
out  losing  its  solidity.  Let  whatever  will  happen, 
it  is  always  the  same  spirit  that  reigns  in  ^t :  the 
history  of  the  grand  master  d'Aubusson  furnishes  a 
^eat  example  of  it.    The  order  was  not  sensible  pf 
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liifl  loM,  by  rMMm  of  the  vUdOm  and  zeal  of  his 
inccessor.  This  racceaior  was  brother  Emeri  d*Am«- 
boise,  of  an  ancient  and  very  noble  hpnse,  which 
vras  at  that  time  particularly  famoas  by  the  cele- 
brated George  d'Amboise^  brother  to  the  grand 
master,  archbishop  of  Rouen,  cardinal  and  legato 
of  the  holy  see,  and  first  minister  of  France. 
•    The  new  grand  master  was  in  that  kingdom,  when 
the  chevalier  de  Gaverston  brought  him  the  instrur 
ment  of  his  election.    This  knight  was  ordered  to 
represent  to  him,  the  necessity  the  order  had  of  the 
king  of  France's  good  offices  with  the  pope,  who 
fciontinued,  contrary  to  their  rights  and  privileges, 
to  put  his  creatures  into  all  the  commandries  that 
fell  vacant  in  the  language  of  Italy.     They  com- 
plained likewise,  that  by  bi0  grant  of  expectative 
favours,  he  anticipated  Upon  the  vacant  ones;  and 
that,  for  an  inconsiderable  sum  of  money,  he  not 
;»nly  exempted'  the  Juiights  from  their  residence  at 
Rhodes,  which  was  so  necessary  at  that  time,  in 
order  to  acquire  and  preserve  a  right  of  seniority ; 
but  4180  dispensed  with  several  from  taking  the 
vows  prthe  order,  a  practice  which  was  entirely 
unprecedented.  Everything  was  venal  in  the  court 
of  this  avaricious  pope :  no  ope,  even  in  his  own  ter- 
ritories, could  be  rich  with  safety;  and  when  he 
panted  pretences  to  seize  on  the  estates  of  th^  rich, 
be  kept  a  set  of  poisMers  in  |im  pay*  who,  t»y  their 
abominable  art,  made  the  richest  comniahdries,  and 
the  first  dignities  of  th6  church,  viicant  whenevei; 
he  pleased.' 

It  seamed  Strange,  that>  in  so  holy  9  post,  God 
should  so  lottj^Sttfier  a  monrter  that  dishonoured  it : 
but,  if  his  ji^ce  was  slow,  it  was  not  less  Severe : 
find  this  pontiff  perilled  by  the  ordinary  instrumen|r 
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tf  hif  crttelties :  for  his  last  crime  proved  fatal  to 
liimflelf. 

The  pope  and  his  son  had  long  hankered  after, 
and  grasped  already  in  their  hopes,  the  inheritance 
pf  the  greilt  estate  of  cardinal  Adrian  Cometto,  who 
was  deemed  the  richest  of  the  cardinals:  but  as  the 
old  man  lived  too  lon^  for  their  wishes,  they  re-» 
solved  to  poison  him.  The  pope  Invited  him  to  dn 
entertainment  in  a  country  house  near  Rome :  the 
poison  w^s  prepared  in  a  bottle  of  wine,  which  was 
to  be  fiUed  out  only  for  the  cardinal :  but  the  pope 
and  the  duke  of  Yalentinois  coming  to  the  garden 
before  him,  called  for  drink,  and  the  butler,  who 
wa^  in  the  secret  of  the  bottle^  happening  not  to  be 
there  at  thAt  moment,  another  servant  filled  them 
Idne  out  of  the  poiidned  bottle,  which  they  drank. 
Alexander,  being  old,  could  not  resist  the  violence 
of  the  poison,  what  remedies  soever  they  applied. 
Thus  died  pope  Alexander  VI.,  "  whose  public  de- 
baucheries,'^ says  P.  Daniel  in  his  History  of  France, 
"  treacheries,  boundless  ambition,  insatiable  ava- 
riee,  cruelty  and  irreligion,  made  him  the  odium 
of  all  Europe,  in  a  post  to  which  none  ought  to  be 
raised  bnt  by  the  practice  of  virtues  the  very  op- 
posite of  his  abominable  vices.'' 

The  duke  of  Valentinois,  being  of  a  stronger  con-^ 
fttitution,  by  the  help  of  various  remedies,  escaped 
immediate  death,  but  lived  in  a  languishing  state ; 
and  afterwards  lost  his  life  in  attempting  to  tecon- 
noitre  a  small  place  that  he  had  besieged* 

Thus  the  church  in  genera^  and  the  order  in 
particular,  welre  delivered  from  two  tyrants,  who, 
by  their  kicked  example,  and  their  unjust  goVern" 
ment^  seemed  to  hate  conspired  their  ruin.  The 
grandmaster^  hearing  of  their  death,  and  thinking 
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himself  no  loiter  uecessary  ia  tiie  court  of  Friuctf^ 
prepared  to  set  out  for  Rhodes,  whereupon  ho  took 
leave  of  the  king:.  'I'^^^  prince  gave  him  the  utmost 
demonstrations  of  kindness^  made  him  a  present  of 
a  piece  of  the  true  cross^  and  gave  him,  at  the  same 
time,  as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  he  had  of  his 
valour,  the  sword  that  St.  Lewis,  king  ^f  France, 
had  wore  in  his  wars ;  a  present  very  suitable  to 
the  head  of  an  order  who  was  animated  with  the 
same  spirit  as  that  holy  king.  The  grand  master, 
before  his  departure,  went  to  tlie  parliament,  which 
was  then  assembled,  in  order  to  verify  the  bulb 
relating  to  the  legatine  faculties  of  cardinal  d' Am- 
boise,  his  brother.  He  told  that  august  assembly, 
that  he  would  not  set  out  for  his  own  territories 
v^ithout  taking  leave  of  that  court,  to  which  he  as- 
sured ingeueral,  as  likewise  to  every  particular 
member  of  it,  that  he  would  do  tliem  all  the  good 
offices  that  lay  in  his  power. 

The  grand  master  bad  a  prosperous  voyage,  and 
arrived  without  auy  obstacle  at  Rhodes,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  by  the  mole  of  St.  Nicholas.  He  was 
received^  with  the  ceremonies  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  true  information  of 
the  actual  state  of  the  whole  body  of  the  order,  he 
c^alled  a  general  chapter.  Several  regulations  were 
made  in  it,  for  the  supporting  of  discipline,  and  for 
settling  good  order  in  the  administration  of  the  re* 
venue ;  and  it  was  highly  necessary  to  take  proper 
measures  to  prevent  the  ill  designs  of  the  Turks 
and  Saracens.  Bajazet  and  the  soldan  of  Egjrpt, 
being  exasperated  against  the  knights,  who  Mere 
masters  of  the  sea  in  all  parts  of  the  Levant,  had 
secretly  confederated  to  destroy  a  power  which 
ruined  the  commerce  of  their  subjects.    The  grand 
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ieigntor,  beiii^  now  delivered  from  the  mq«iel«do 
that  hU  brother's  life  bad  before  given  him,  could 
not  forgive  the  knights  for  receiving  a  son  of  thai 
unfortunate  prince  into  their  island.  He  was  called 
Amnnth,  and,  not  thinking  himself  safe  in  the  sul- 
tan's  dominions,  had  taken  refnge  at  Rhodes.  Ba^ 
jazet,  in  revenge,  had  given  orders  to  all  the  cor- 
sairs that  sailed  under  his  banner,  ta  make  descents 
in  all  the  isles  that  owned  the  grand  master  as  their 
sovereign.  The  soldan,  too,  had  agreed  to  raise  a 
strong  army  to  lay  siege  to  Rhodes :  bat  w  there 
was  no  wood  in  his  dominions  to  build  shipT,  Ihe 
grand  seignior  lent  him  four  galleys  well  equipped, 
and  allowed  that  prince's  ambassador  to  purchase 
several  merchant  ships  in  the  port  of  Constantinople: 
these  the  ambassador  loaded  with  timber,  iron,  sails, 
and  all  other  necessary  rigging;  besides  this  suc- 
cour, that  minister  obtained  leave  for  the  S6ldan  to 
cut  down  timber  in  the  forests  about  mount  Negro, 
and  along  the  gulf  of  Ajazzo.  These  preparations 
were  not  intended  only  for  the  war  of  Rhodes.  The 
soldan,  whose  name  was  Campson  Gauri,  designed 
part  of  them  against  the  Portuguese,  who  were 
grown  formidable  along  the  coasts  of  the  Red  Sea, 
and  over  all  the  East.  They  were  to  carry  this 
timber  ready  framed  to  the  port  of  Alexandria, 
from  whence  they  transported  it  upon  camels  to 
Suez,  a  small  town,  seated  on  the  edge  of  the  Red 
Sea,  near  the  place  where  the  luaelites  had  crossed 
under  the  conduct  of  Moses. 

Emanuel,  king  of  Portugal,  one  of  the  greatest 

Idngs  of  that  nation,  was  then  making  war  upon 

*Nimbeadarin,  king  of  Calicut :  the  spice-trade  had 

drawn  the  Portuguese  into  his  territories,  which  lie 

abng  the  coast  of  Malabar,  in  the  peninsula  on  this 
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witk  all  the  eannon  of  their  yesBeli.  The  goyemor 
W9t  an  old  knight^ .  of  the  language  of  Italy^  and« 
being  then  extremdj  ill,  he  had  committed  the  de- 
fence of  this  little  place  to  Panl  Simeoni,  a  Pied- 
wontese  knight,  scarcely  eighteen  years  old.  This 
young  knight,  having  no  garrison  nor  soldiers,  but 
only  some  poor  inhabitants^  that  cultivated  the  least 
rocky  places  of  the  isle,  put  a  good  face  upon  the 
matter,  and  fired  briskly  on  the  infidels  that  bat- 
tered the  place;  but  as  their  artillery  had  beaten 
down  a  great  pannel  of  the  wall  of  his  castle,  he, 
to  intimidate  the  enemy,  and  prevent  their  making 
an  assault,  dressed  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  and 
also  their  wives,  in  the  habit  of  knights,  with  the 
white  cross;  and  liqed  the  breach  with  this  ne< 
militia.  The  Turks  taking  them  to  be  really  knights, 
imaged  that  they  were  a  reinforcement  which  had 
landed  in  the  isle  by  night,  and  raised  the  siege  with 
prepipitation,  for  fear  of  being  surprised  by  th? 
galleys  of  the  order,  which  owed  the  preservatioi^ 
of  this  fort  to  the  resolution  avd  address  of  ypun^ 
Simeoni. 

The  soldan  of  Egypt,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  he 
had  made  with  Bigazet,  sent  seven  flutes  into  those 
seas;  a  sort  of  long  vessels  with  a  low  deck,  pro- 
vided with  oars  as  well  as  sails.  These  flutes  had 
land  forces  on  board,  and  the  commodore's  design 
was  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  isle  of  Lango.  Two 
of  these  vessels  advancing  to  reconnoitre,  were  dis- 
covered by  the  sentinels  of  the  castle.  The  governor 
immediately  ordered  out  two  galleys,  which  inter- 
cepted their  retreat.  The  Saracens,  not  thinking 
themselves  strong  enough  to  fight  them,  and  not 
able  to  get  back  to  their  squadron,  made  for  the 
coasf  pf  Lango,  ran  their  ships  on  ^hgre^  and  hi4 
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tkemselires  in  the  island.  The  knights,  kqo wing 
they  could  not  escape  being  taken,  lost  no  time  in 
parraiBg  them,  but  towed  oflf  the  two  flutes,  put 
christian  soldiers  and  seamen  on  board  of  them,  with, 
two  knights,  that  got  into  the  same  course  which 
the  infidels  had  held  before.  The  other  five  flutes^ 
seeing  the  two  that  preceded  them,  came  up  with<-. 
out  mistrust;  but  they  were  strangely  surprised 
to  see  themselves  attacked:  they  were  still. more. 
80,  when  they  saw  the  two  galleys  of  the  order  ap* 
pear  from  behind  a  cape  of  the  island,  and  lay  them 
aboard.  The  infidels,  after  a  smart  attack,  were 
forced  to  strike,  and  were  all  made  slaves  in  the 
galleys,  as  well  as  those  that  had  fled  to  the  island, 
where  they  were  soon  discovered. 

This  little  advantage  was  succeeded  by  a  much 
more  considerable  enterprise,  that  was  executed  by 
one  of  the  vessels  of  the  order^  A.  D.  1507.    There 
went  every  year  from  Alexandria  a  great  carack, 
laden  with  silks,  spices,  and  all  sorts  of  merchan- 
dise, which  the  soldan's  subjects  brought  from  the 
ladies  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  were  carried  in  this 
vessel  from  Egypt  into  Africa,  and  to  Tunis,  and 
up  as  far  as  Constantinople.  This  ship  was  of  so  ex- 
traordinary a  bulk,  that  they  say  the  top  of  the 
highest  mast  of  the  largest  galleys  was  not  near  the 
height  of  the  prow  of  this  prodigious  machine.   Sisp 
men  were  scarcely  able  to  encircle  the  mast  with 
their  arms.     This  vessel  had  seven  stories,  two  of. 
which  were  lower  than  the  surface  of  the  water :  it 
was  able  to  carry,  besides  its  freight,  and  the  mer- 
chants and  seamen  necessary  for  the  working  and 
sailing  of  it,  a  thousand  soldiers  for  its  defence;  it 
was  a  sort  of  floating  castle,  mounted  with  above 
fi  {lundred  pieces  of  caiinon :  the  Saracens  calle^ 
yoL.  II.  2  L 
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this  caraek  the  Queen  of  the  Sea:  the  knig^hts,  dn* 
ring  the  government  of  Aubusflon,  had  attempted 
several  times  to  come  up  with  it  and  attack  it^  bnt 
never  conld  carry  their  point.  The  order  was  more 
Ineky  under  his  successor.  Advice  being  brought 
that  it  was  at  sea,  the  grand  master  ordered  the 
chevalier  de  Grastineau,  commander  of  LimogeSj  to 
go  on  board  the  admiral  galley  of  the  order,  and 
endeavour  to  meet  the  carack  and  engage  it ;  bnt 
to. make  use  of  artifice  rather  than  force,  and  to  be 
particularly  careful  neither  to  burn  or  sink  it.  The 
commander,  pursuant  to  hiswders,  set  sail,  steering 
his  course  for  Candia,  and  cruised  a  little  beyond 
that  island,  to  wait  the  coming  up  of  the  prize.  The 
carack  soon  appeared,  and  discovered  the  Christian 
galley :  but  the  Saracens,  presuming  on  their  own 
force,  and  the  superiority  of  their  artillery,  would 
liot  change  their  course;  so  far  from  that,  they 
viewed  their  enemy  with  contempt,  and  thought  it 
rashness  in  the  Christian  p}  put  himself  in  their  way» 
^  if  he  bad  a  mind  to  "be  taken,  and  surrender 
himself  up  into  his  hands. 

The  knight  however  still  kept  on  his  course,  and 
seeing  himself  within  cannon  shot,  sent  one  of  bis 
officers  in  his  long  boat  to  summon  the  captain  of 
the  carack  to  deliver  up  his  ship.  The  Saracen  re- 
plied, that  the  ship  belonged  to  the  soldan,  his  mas- 
ter .'  that  he  had  by  his  orders  commanded  her  se- 
veral years,  without  having  met  any  enemy  in  those 
seas  daring  enough  to  attack  him,  and  required  hin^ 
to  tell  his  commander,  that  he  had  a  number  of 
brave  Mussulmen  on  board,  who  would  lose  their 
lives  rather  than  lose  their  honour  and  their  liberty. 
The  knight,  upon  receiving  this  answer,  and  as  if 
he  had  a  mipd  to  make  up  this  afiair  by  way  of 
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treaty,  sent  his  o£^cer  htkck  to  the  Saracen,  to  re^ 
jMresent  to  him,  that  his  superiors  had  ^iten  him 
express  orders  to  attack  him,  whether  strong  or 
Weak ;  that  he  could  not  help  obeying  them,  and 
therefore  could  only  offer  them,  if  they  would  sur«> 
render,  to  give  them  good  quarter;  but  that  in  case 
they  would  not,  he  wotild  either  burn  or  sink  them« 
By  means  of  these  parleys,  and  the  time  which  was 
spent  in  dispatching  the  Christian  oi&cer  backwards 
and  forwards,  the  commander,  who  had  no  deugn 
but  to  amuse  them,  was  still  advancing  forwards, 
tod  was  come  almost  insensibly  up  close  to  the  ca-^ 
rack:  so  that  the  Saracens  having  threatened  to 
throw  the  envoy  into  the  sea,  if  be  returned  with 
such  proposals,  he  was  no  sooner  got  on  board  the 
galley  of  the  order,  than  the  commander  let  fly  a 
broadside  of  his  cannon  loaded  with  cartridges, 
which  killed  the  Saracen  captain,  and  most  of  the 
ofiScers,  as  well  as  soldiers  and  seamen,  that  were 
upon  the  deck.  The  merchants,  soldiers  and  sea^^' 
men,  that  were  left  in  the  carack,  affrighted  at  the 
terrible  havock  that  was  made  by  this  Volley,  and 
seeing  them  preparing  to  fire  a  second  broadside, 
stru<:k,  and  offered  to  yield.  The  commander  , 
obliged  the  principal  of  them  to  come  on  board  his 
galley,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  a  party  of  his 
own  officers  and  seamen  on  boardt  their  vessel,  to 
take  the  management  of  it.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  relate  the  immense  wealth  that  was  found  in  this 
prize,  besides  vast  sums  of  money  and  precious 
stones  belonging  to  the  merchants. 

The  soldan  sent  several  bales  of  pepper,  ginger, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  and  a  great  quantity  of  rich  ta- 
pestry, camlets,  and  various  sorts  of  commodities  of 
great  value,  for  the  ransom  of  the  merehants  and 
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his  other  enbjects.  The  vessels  of  the  order,  &  fe^ 
dajs  after,  also  took  three  ships  of  the  Saracensy 
near  the  coast  of  Cyprus,  and  sent  the  merchandise 
on  board  thera  to  be  sold  in  France;  the  produce 
of  the  sale  being  laid  out  in  cannon,  arms  and  am-* 
munition,  which  the  agents  of  the  order  sent  to 
Rhodes. 

The  soldan,  incensed  at  these  losses,  resoWed  to 
Augment  his  naval  force,  and  to  have  always  a  cer-^ 
tain  number  of  galleys  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Red  Sea,  A.  D.  1510.  That  prince  sent  twenty -> 
live  vessels  of  different  bulk  into  the  gulf  of  Ajazzo, 
to  transport  the  timber  which  he  had  caused  to  be 
cut  and  ready  framed  there,  and  designed  to  make 
use  of  for  the  building  of  new  vessels. 

The  grand  master  having  certain  advice  of  the 
arrival  of  this  Egyptian  fleet  in  the  gulf,  and  that 
this  new  armament  was  designed  against  a  Christian 
prince,  resolved  to  oppose  it.  He  proposed  the  mat-' 
ter  to  the  council.  Several  of  the  grand  crosses 
thought  the  enterprise  dangerous,  by  reason  of  the 
forces  of  the  soldan :  but  as  the  order  was  stronger 
at  sea  than  that  prince,  and,  besides,  the  council 
was  persuaded  of  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the 
grand  master,  his  opinion  prevailed,  and  they  al- 
lowed him  to  draw  out  of  the  treasury  the  money- 
necessary  for  this  expedition.  He  gave  orders  for 
equipping  the  great  carack,  and  they  fitted  out  at 
the  sanie  time  four  galleys  of  the  order,  and  eigh* 
teen  vessels  of  several  sizes.  As  the  king  of  Portu* 
gars  interest  was  chiefly  concerned  in  this  war,  the 
grand  master  gave  the  command  of  the  galleys  to 
Andrew  d*Amaral,  a  Portuguese,  of  the  language 
of  Castile,  commander  of  VeraCiruz,  a  brave  knight, 
and  well  skilled  in  naval  afiairs,  but  proud,  con^ 
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ceited,  and  too  much  prepossessed  in  fayour  of  his 
own  valour  and  eapacity. 

The  ships  were  under  the  command  of  the  che-^ 
yalier  de  VilUers  de  I'lsle- Adam :  the  grand  master 
chose  him  for  this  employment,  on  account  of  the 
esteem  and  reputation  he  had  in  the  order,  which 
he  had  merited  by  his  valour  and  wise  conduct  in 
commanding. 

The  galleys,  sailing  out  of  the  port  of  Rhodes, 
came  up  to  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  and  coasted  along 
the  island.  The  commander,  de  lisle  Adam,  to 
avoid  being  becalmed,  kept  out  to  sea ;  and  both, 
according  to  appointment,  came  by  different  waya 
to  cape  St.  Andre,  which  is  on  the  east  of  the  king- 
dom of  Cyprus.  When  the  whole  fleet  of  the  order 
was  joined,  they  held  a  council  of  war  upon  the 
manner  of  their  attacking  the  infidels.  The  two 
chieftains,  1  mean  d*Amaral  and  Tlsle  Adam,  were 
of  different  opinions.  The  Frenchman  proposed  to 
wait,  and  surprise  the  ships  when  they  should  be  at 
sea  with  the  timber  on  board;  d'Araaral  was  for 
going  to  attack  them  in  the  bottom  of  the  gulf, 
without  considering  that  they  might  be  defended 
by  batteries  erected  on  the  shore ;  and  pretended  to 
make  his  opinion  pass  for  a  law,  at  the  same  time 
tiiat  he  rejected  that  of  I'lsle  Adam  with  contempt. 
The  debate  grew  very  hot;  the  two  generals  were 
on  the  point  of  fighting;  but  the  Frenchman, 
having  more  moderation,  and  fearing  that  the  quar- 
rel might  cause  the  enterprise  to  miscarry,  sacri- 
ficed his  resentment  to  the  common  good  of  the 
order,  and  subihitted  to  d'AmaraPs  opinion.  The 
whole  fleet  then  discovered  itself,  and  entered  full 
sail  into  the  gulf.  The  commodore  of  the  Saracens 
wa9  the  soldan's  nephew :  the  young  prince^  who 
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vanted  no  courage,  ieeing  the  Rhodian  fleet,  pul 
his  land  forces  on  board  his  ships,  weighed  anchor, 
advanced  to  meet  the  knights,  and  offered  them 
battle.    There  were  excellent  pilots  on  board  the 
Christian  fleet,  who  contrived  to  get  the  wind  of 
the  enemy;  the  infidels,  however,  were  no  wajg 
daunted  at  it,  but  fought  with  the  same  courage* 
The  artillery  was  played  equally  well  on  both  sides, 
and  the  generals  fought,  and  obliged  their  soldiers 
to  fight  like  men  that  would  not  outlive  their  de- 
feat   The  continual  fire  of  the  catmon  and  small 
arms,  the  crash  and  havoc  of  the  shipping,  the 
shooting  down  of  the  masts,  and  sinking  of  several 
vessek,  caused  the  loss  of  abundance  of  men  on  both 
sides ;  and  after  an  obstinate  engagement  of  three 
hours,  it  was  scarcely  discernible  on  what  side  the 
-victory  inclined :  and,  in  all  probability,  if  they 
had  continued  firing  and  cannonading  only  at  a 
distance,  the  battle  wonld  not  have  beensoon  ended; 
but  the  knights^  by  order  of  their  generals,  and 
following  their  example^  leaped  sword  in  hand  into 
the  enemy's  vessels.  *  This  soon  changed  the  face  of 
the  combat ;  and  as,  when  tbey  came  to  grapple^  a 
knight  had  a  great  advantage  over  a  Saracen,  iit 
courage  and  in  address,  the  Egyptians  lost  several 
sliips.  Most  of  the  infidels  got  into  their  long  boatr/ 
whilst  others  threw  themselves  into  the  sea^  and 
swam  to  the  shore.  Such  as  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
get  thither,  fled  into  the  woods  and  mountains; 
only  .their  general  chose  rather  to  die  honorably 
fighting,  thaneither  abandon  his  shipa  or  surreiderr^ 
The  knights  captured  eleven  ships  and  ftmr  gal* 
leys^  <and  suid^  the  rest;    They  afterwards  landed^ 
and  pursued  the  fugitives,  most  of  whom  were 
taken^and  made  dayes;  and  after  setting  fite  t» 
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the  timber  whieh  the  Egyptians  had  framed,  they 
returned  to  Rhodes  with  the  eaptured  vessels,  and 
a  great  number  of  prisoners. 

These  prizes  made  the  treasury  ample  amends  for 
the  expence  of  this  armament;  especially  at  a  timo 
when  the  knights  not  only  devoted  their  prizes  to 
the  common  good  of  the  order,  bat  also  all  the  mo^ 
ney  that  could  be  spared  out  of  the  revenues  of  > the 
commaudries.  We  have  a  remarkable  instance  of 
this  in  brother  Charles  TAleman  de  la  Roche  Chi-^ 
nard>  of  the  language  of  Provence,  grand  prior  of 
St.  Giles,  who,  only  reserving  a  small  sum  out  of 
bis  income  for  his  maintenance,  employed,  as  long 
as  he  lived,  the  profits  of  his  priory,  either  in  orna- 
menting the  altars,  or  in  the  defence  and  service  of 
the  order :  and  it  was  particularly  observed,  that, 
duriug  the  mastership  of  the  grand  master  d'Au^ 
busson,  he  sent  to  Rhodes  the  statues  of  the  twelve 
apostles,  which  he  had  caused  to  be  made  of  gilt 
plate,  and  which  weighed  two  hundred  marks  of 
silver:  that  he  afterwards  sent  thither  a  gold  ring, 
representing  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  the  statues  of 
the  holy  Virgin  and  St  John  Baptist,  both  of  massy 
gold,  and  weighing  fourscore  marks,  a  chalice,  and 
several  rich  ornaments  for  the  altar:  and  this  year, 
A.  D.  I51I,  he  made  the  prioral  church  a  present 
of  fifteen  pictures,  which  cost  a  thousand  crowns^ 
each  of  theni  having  a  cross  of  fine  gold,  similar  to 
those  worn 'hy  the  knights,  and  weighing  thirty 
marks.  In  fine,  this  knight  built,  at  his  own  eit-* 
pence,  a  noble  palace,  to  serve  as  an  inn  to  the 
knighta  of  the  language  of  Provence,  to  whom  he 
likewise  sent  four  pieces  of  artillery,  with  their  car- 
riages; and  he  left  himself,  before  Us  death,  no 
ppre  jthan  ten  thousand  crown9>  which  he  deposited 
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in  the  bank  of  St.  George  at  Genoa,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  body  of  the  order;  with  the  view,  that  if 
Rhodes  should  be  besieged,  the  knights  might  find 
that  supply  ready  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and 
ammunition :  dispositions  so  truly  christian  and  rer 
ligious,  that  we  thought  ourselves  obliged  to  trans- 
mit the  remembrance  of  them  to  posterity,  and  to 
propose  them  for  an  example  to  the  commanders, 
who,  under  that  honorable  title,  are  really  no  more 
than  the  administrators  of  the  revenues  that  belong 
to  die  body  of  the  order,  and  the  common  treasury. 
It  was  from  the  same  spirit,  that  the  grand  master 
d'Amboise  employed  the  revenues  annexed  to  his 
dignity,  either  in  the  relief  of  the  poor,  whq  beheld 
him  as  their  father,  or  in  making  fortifications  at 
ILhodes;  but  death  surprised  him  in  the  midst  of 
such  laudable  employments,  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year,  A.  D.  1512,  the  greatest  part  of  which  he  had 
spent  in  the  practice  of  Christian  vir^es.  He  was 
s  wise  prince,  skilful  in  the  arts  of  government, 
successful  in  all  bis  enterprises,  and  one  who  en- 
riched his  order  with  the  spoils  of  the  infidels  with- 
out increasing  his  own  H^ealth ;  for  he  died  poor,  at 
the  same  time  thfit  he  left  not  one  poor  man  in  his 
dominions. 

We  may  justiy  apply  to  the  grand  master  d*Aur 
busson  what  is  said  of  Raimond  Dupuy,  of  blessed 
memory,  the  first  military  grand  roaster  of  the  or- 
der, viz*  that  most  of  his  pupils  proved  his  succes- 
sors. Indeed,  upon  the  loss  that  the  order  had  sus* 
tained  by  the  death  of  the  grand  master  d'Amboise, 
they  thought  they  could  not  repair  it  better  than 
by  making  choice  of  brother  Guy  de  Blancbefort, 
grand  prior  of  Auvergne,  nephew  to  the  grand 
master  d'Aubusson,  during  whose  mastership  h% 
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hfad  a  considerable  share  in  the  goyernnient  of  the 
order,  and  particularly  in  the  guard  and  care  of 
prince  Zizim. 

Whilst  messengers  were  gone  from  Rhodes  to 
France,  to  cafry  the  prior  de  Blanchfort  news  of 
his  election,  the  council  of  the  order  received  a 
brief  from  Julius  IL,  who  was  then  on  the  throne 
of  St.  Peter,  inviting  the  principal  knights  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  council  of  Lateran,  which  that 
ponti£Phad  called,  in  order  to  balance  the  authority 
of  the  assembly  called  at  Pisa  against  him,  at  the 
request  of  the  emperor  Mavimil^n  I.  of  Lewis  XII. 
king  of  France,  and  five  cardinals.  The  pope  in  hia 
brief  told  the  council  of  th«  order,  that  he  designed 
to  intrust  the  knights  of  St.  John  with  the  guard  of 
Hie  council.  The  design  of  this  warlike  pope  was  to 
get  a  considerable  body  of  those  knights  into  his 
party,  and  engage  them  to  serve  in  his  troops.  But 
the  council  being  well  informed,  that  the  business 
of  that  council  was  not  so  much  to  take  care  of  the 
interests  of  religion,  as  to  support  the  ambitious 
projects  of  Julius,  who  had  put  all  Christendom  in  a 
flame,  did  not  think  proper  to  intermeddle  in  affairs 
that  bore  so  little  conformity  to  their  institution. 
They  excused  themselves  on  account  of  the  absence 
and  distance  of  the  new  grand  master,  from  making 
any  considerable  detachment  on  that  account.  To 
show  some  deference  however  to  the  orders  of  the 
pope,  the  first  spiritual  superior  of  the  order,  they 
ordered  the  chevalier  Fabricio  Caretto,  admiral  of 
the  order,  who  was  then  residing  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  in  quality  of  their  procurator-general;  to 
raise  in  Italy  and  in  the  pope's  territories  a  number 
of  knights,  and  to  go  at  the  head  of  them  to  offef 
their  service  to  that  pontiff. 
VOL.  II.  2  M 
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To  tiM  pradent  reeolutioii  they  were  ako  fni«- 
pelled  bj  $he  accoimts  they  had  received  st  Rhedef 
of  the  mighty  preparatiws  which  the  Turks  wer« 
aiaking  in  all  their  ports ;  and  diis  made  the  lieute- 
nant of  the  maptership,  and  all  the  council,  reeolvo 
pot  to  let  any  knight  go  oat  of  the  island.  They 
jiispaiched  at  the  same  time  the  chetalier  John  do 
¥ottraon  to  the  grand  master,  ^o  press  him  to  come 
thittier  as  soon  as  possible.  The  commander  Caretto, 
who  h^d  acquired  so  much  glory  at  the  sie^e  of 
Rhodes,  had  orders  likewise  to  repair  thither  witb 
the  pope's  permission,  and  bring  with  him  two  ships 
laden  with  cprii,  recruits  and  yuppUes  of  several 
SKNTts  for  the  garrisons  of  fort  St.  Peter,  and  the  isles 
of  the  order;  apd  they  sent  at  the  same  time  do- 
lachments  of  knights  thither,  to  provide  for  the 
defence  aii4  pr!9flervation  of  those  pliacei. 

The  i^ws  of  the  Turkish  anoameat  spreading  it-* 
fielf  oyer  Europe,  made  the  grand  marter  hurry 
9way»  though  he  found  ^imself  dangenpu/ily  iU.  He 
embarked  at  Villa  Franca  near  Nice;  but  the  sea 
pade  bis  illness  n^uch  worse.  The  knights  that  at^ 
^tended  him  seeing  themselves  off  Trapaai,  a  town  aC 
/Sicily,  wo^ld  have  persuaded  him  to  pat  ii^  there* 
fwd  be  carried  ashore:  l>ut  the  grand  mj^ster,  who 
had  iisore  regard  to  the  interjests  of  his  order  than  to 
his  own  life,  fearing  that  if  he  should  die  in  thai 
place,  the  pope  would  hear  of  his  death  before  hik 
puccessor  was  elected,  and  take  upon  him  to  dispos^ 
of  the  grand  mastership,  ordered  that  they  Aould 
keep  on  their  cpurse  for  Rhodes.  After  some  days 
fail,  as  they  were  off  the  isle  of  Zante,  he  felt  the 
approaches  of  death.  He  £sced  it  with  the  same  in* 
trepidity  as  he  h^d  so  often  showed  in  tiie  aotany  eoH 
pgementa  h^  had  been  in;  and  after  discharging 
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all  the  doities  of  a  Christian  and  a  true  religi^i,  he 
devoted  his  last  moments  to  the  pregerration  of  the 
sovereignty  and  temporal  independence  of  the  or- 
der. To  preTOit  any  attempt  frofm  the  cotirt  6^ 
Rome  against  the  freedom  of  election,  he  ordered 
the  hnights  that  attended  htm,  as  soon  as  the  breath 
was  ont  of  his  body,  and  before  the  nevrs  of  his 
death  could  reach  Italy,  to  dispatch  a  cara?al,well 
toovided  with  excellent  rowers,  to  carry  the  hews  tt 
his  death  to  Rhodes  with  all  posiUe  expedition.  His 
last  ordets  were  punctMll^  eotecnfed;  the  earaval 
arrived  at  Rhodes  December  19,  15ia  The  dajr 
foU^wing  the  chapter  met,  and  chose  adAsiral 
Carettfi  for  grand  master,  a  dignity  that  had  been 
fwetold  him  by  the  grand  master  d'Anbnsson,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned  in  the  seventh  book  of 
this  history ,>  and  which  he  deserved,  not  only  from  a 
lieries  of  gallant  actions,  but  also  by  the  negocia- 
^ons  that  he  had  carried  on  at  the  co:ilrts  of  Chris^ 

;tian  princes  with  great  wisdom^  and  dextevity. 

As  soon  as  he  had  taken  possession  of  his  etornent 
post,  he  called  a  general  chapter.  As  they  ex-- 
pl^cted  they  w^re  going  to  be  besieged,  most  of  the 
rc^ulatioiifi  related  either  to  warlike  stores,  or  the! 
subsiatemce  of  the  knights  that  virere  neeessary  for 
ihe  defence  of  Rhodes.  The  grand  master  ander« 
tooli-to  provide  for  etcvf  thing,  amd  engaged  to 
maintain  &^  hundred  and  fifty  knights,  thjit  ao^ 

'  iiiaily  resided  in  the  esnreat,  for  the  siim  of  forty 
thoQsand crowns,  which  waste  be  paid  him  annnally 
oust  of  the  tseasory .  They  assigned  him  Kkewide  a 
fiurther  sUfn  of  t^nty  three  thonsand  crowns  for  the 
extiaofdittary  chatgea  df  the  artitlery,  and  the 
toaiutenanee  of  sultan  Anxnrath,  Zizkn's  son,  who 
hid  twned  Qiristian,  and  had  the  «ssfte  of  Feravlt 
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in  the  ble  of  Rhodes  given  him  by  the  order  for  (As 
residence,  where  he  led  a  very  exemplary  life.  The 
grand  master,  by  means  of  a  rich  merchant  of  Lyons^ 
Laurensin  by  name,  got  a  large  train  of  artillery 
from  France,  and  sent  thither  at  the  same  time,  in 
<|uality  of  ambassador  of  the  order,  brother  PhiUp 
de  Villiers  de  I'lsle-Adam,  whom  we  have  already 
mentioned,  hospitaller  aiMl  grand  prior  of  France,  in 
which  kingdom  he  acted  as  visitor  and  lieutenant 
to  the  grand  master. 

The  war  which  they  were  apprehensive  of  at 
Rhodes  from. the  Turks,  -^  suspended  by  some 
domestic  dissensions  that  broke  out  at  the  porte.  Ba- 
jazet  was  still  upon  the  throne,  a  gouty  and  infirm 
prince,  that  delighted  only  in  eating  and  drinking, 
or  in  searching  after  some  of  the  secrets  of  nature,  a 
lazy  and  voluptuous  philosopher  but  a  very  weak 
prince. 

This  prince  had  three  sons,  Achomat,  Corcut  and 
Selim :  the  first,  either  from  a  political  view,  or  na- 
tural inclination,  passed  his  life  in  luxury  and 
shameful  indolence.  Corcut,  who  has  been  already 
mentioned,  and  whom  the  janizaries,  after  thedea^ 
of  Mahomet  II.  his  grandfather,  had  seated  on  the 
throne,  in  order  to  secure  the  possession  of  it  to  his 
father,  affected  a  great  air  of  devotion,  and  was  ne- 
ver seen  without  the  Alcoran  in  his  hand.  Selim, 
the  youngest  of  the  three,  loved  war,  and  omitted^ 
nothing  that  might  gain  him  a  reputation  in  it. 
Among  three  princes  of  such  different  characters, 
Bajazet  was  for  declaring  Achomat  his  successor; 
the  similitude  aud  conformity  of  their  taste  for 
plea^^ures  occasioned  4his  distinguishing  affection  in 
his  favour.  Selim  being  informed  of  his  intentions, 
employed  every  artifice  in  order  to  traverse  them. 
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He  found  means  to  get  the  janizaries  into  his  inte- 
rest; and  those  troops  being  gained  by  Selim's 
money,  waited  only  for  an  opportunity  of  declaring' 
in  his  favour. 

The  grand  seignior  and  the  king  of  Persia,  be-^ 
ing  both  too  powerful  and  too  near  neighbours  to 
live  in  good  understanding  for  any  time  together, 
declared  war  against  each  other.  The  janizaries,  a 
body  of  troops  always  terrible  to  such  of  their  8ove-> 
reigns  as  do  not  make  themselves  dreaded  by  them, 
before  they  marched  into  the  field,  demanded  a 
prince  to  command  th^m  ;  and  Selim  most  be  that 
prince,  in  spite  of  Bajazet,  who  had  named  them  his 
eldest  son  for  their  general.  They  carried  their  in^ 
solence  still  higher:  they  required  of  weak  Bajazet^ 
as  a  security  of  their  pay,  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of 
the  treasury  to  their  new  general.  The  unhappy 
old  man  understood  the  meaning  of  this:  he  came 
down  from  the  throne  and  quitted  Constantinople, 
to  retire  to  Demotica,  a  country-house  which  he 
had  built  by  the  side  of  the  Euxine  sea.  But  Selim, 
who  was  diffident  of  his  inclination  for  Acbomat, 
got  him  poisoned  by  his  physician :  he  afterwards 
caused  his  two  brothers  with  their  wives  and  chil* 
dren  to  be  strangled.  Such  were  the  steps  by  which 
he  mounted  to  sovereign  power:  in  other  respects 
he  was  a  great  captain,  always  on  horseback,  inde* 
fatigable,  sober,  not  given  to  any  pleasure,  nor  af- 
fected with  any  thing  but  glory,  which  he  songht 
all  his  life*time  in  the  dangers  of  war. 

This  prince's  ambition,  his  courage,  his  power, 
the  forces  of  his  empire,  all  contributed  to  alarm  his 
neighbours.  Ismael  king  of  Persia  was  the  first  that 
he  fell  upon.  Selim  invaded  his  dominions,  passed 
the  Euphrates,  gave  him  battle^^  routed  him,  and 
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took  the  famous  eitj  of  Twnuu    The  Pemaii  Of 
Inake  head  agaiwit  so  forvidaUe  an  enemj^  endea-^ 
Voured  to  foroa  alliances  with  the  priaces  hia  Mij^^* 
fcours.  He  sent  an  ambassador  to  the  grand  master, 
ifKho  in  the  habit  of  a  merchsdiit,  and  by  the  assist-* 
ance  of  a  Turk,  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  Tanits  in 
Ctlicia,  and  had  a  pass  from  the  order,  got  safe 
throngh  SeUm's  territories,  and  came  to  Rhodes* 
He  was  received  in  that  place  with  all  the  ve^rd 
dne  to  tke  greatness  of  his  master,  awl  the  import* 
ance  of  the  affiur  het  waa  come  to  aagoeialf .    Thit 
minister  treated  with  the  council,  aad  conehided  sf 
league agaaaot  the  cotmnon  enemy.  Campson  Gauri» 
soldan  of  Egjrpt,  who  was  as  mud)  cfr^  of  Selim 
as  the  rest,  entered.  likewise  into  the  treaty.     The 
grand  seignior,  having  advice  of  these  irarioos  ne- 
goeiaticms,  sent  anrbassadors  to  Cairo,  to  disengage 
the  soldan  from  the  leagne ;  but  not  succeeding  in 
his  deoign,  ho  tamed  his  aorma  againal  tbait  prittce, 
and  itt  less  thaei  four  years  time  reduced  Syria,  Pa* 
lestine,  the  maritime  places  of  tih*  Red  Sea,agfeat 
part  of  Arahiar  awl  all  Egypt :  and  ha^iiig  entirely 
destroyed  the  empire  of  the  MamdaJu^,  he  kft  tfae 
goirernment  of  Egypt  ta  Cair^bcg^  and  thart  of  &7Tia 
to  Gazelles,  two  loids  who  had  been  pisnelpail  affil* 
cert  among  the.Mmmelahei,  bwt  who,  in  fateadh  of 
the  fidelity  which  they  oweal  to  their  sov^f eigrnr; 
had  deserted  them,  and  gone  owcr  toi  the  Tnrkt.  Se-^ 
Km  returned  to  Constantinople  ccrrfred  with  gksry 
after  these  great  exptoita;  and  immediately  set  tg 
work  in  fitting  ant  two  Unmhed  gali^.  Which  he 
designed  far  the  can^nest  of  the  iate  ol  Rhodea^ 

The  precaution  so  neeeauury  far  a  coni«nc9Po«  of 
being  intomei  of  the  foitifieationaof  a  pb»e  wtneh 
ha  isiUmk  to  be^ege,  made  him  awde  Jewish  phy^ 
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Acian  to  Rhodes  as  a  spy.    This  traitoT,  ia  order  to 
be  the  less  suspected,  got  himself  baptised :  his  skill, 
amd  the  wairt  they  were  inof  sucha  ftmn  of  his  cha- 
racter>  soon  introduced  him  into  the  principal  housei 
of  the  city :  axid  when  he  had  discovered  the  weak 
places  of  the  fortifications,  he  gave  an  exact  ac^ 
count  of  liieai  to  the  ministers  of  the  porte.  Whilst 
they  were  continually  at  work  in  the  arsenals  upon 
the  preparations  necessary  for  this  enterprise,  Selim 
fell  ill  of  the  stone,  others  say  of  a  cancer  in  the 
reins^  of  Which  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years, 
after  having  destroyed  the  empire  of  the  Mamalnkes, 
subdued  Syria  and  Palestine,  triumphed  over  all  the 
forces  of  Persia,  taken  the  maritime  towns  of  the 
Red  Sea,  and  great  part  of  Arabia,  and  reduced  all 
Egypt  into  one  province  only  of  his  empire  r  all 
which  conquests  he  finished  in  a  reign  of  less  than 
eight  years. 

Si^yman  II.,  his  only  son,  succeeded  him  in  the 
government  of  this  vast  empire  almost  at  the  same 
time  that  Charles  V.  was  elected  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. Solyman  was  scarcely  twenty  years  old. 
Gazelles,  governor  of  Syria,  had  been  faithful  to  his 
father,  whom  he  stood  in  fear  of,  and  whose  powet 
kept  him  in  awe:  but  thinking  himself  freed  fVom 
his  engagements  by  the  death  of  th&t  prince,  » 
aoon  as  he  heard  the  news  of  it,  he  thought  of  rais^ 
lug  up  tiie  empire  of  the  Mamaliikes  again,  and 
was  not  without  hopes  of  ascending  the  throne  him*- 
self.  He  wanted  neither  courage  nor  capacity  for 
the  carrying  on  so  great  a  design,  but  as  he  had  not 
forces  sufficient  singly  to  oppose  the  formidable 
power  of  the  Turks,  he  secretly  dispatched  one  of 
iris  cottifidants  to  Calr-^beg,  governor  of  Egypt,  kk 
prder  to  endeavour  to  engage  him  in  his  iateodcd, 
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revolt  His  agent  represented  to  him  in  his  behalf, 
that,  under  the  reign  of  a  young  prince,  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  a  child,  nothing  could  be  more  easy 
or  more  glorious  for  both  of  them,  than  to  unite 
their  forces,  and  employ  them  to  deliver  their  na<!- 
tiou  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Turks. 

But  Cair-beg  preferred  a  fortune  already  made, 
iM^hich  was  as  great  as  a  private  man  could  enjoy, 
to  the  uncertain  success  of  an  enterprise  of  so  des- 
perate a  nature,  which,  though  it  should  chance  to 
micceed.  Gazelles,  nevertheless,  would  probably 
reap  all  the  benefit  of  it.  To  clear  himself  therefore 
of  all  manner  of  suspicion  of  infidelity,  he  put  the 
mkvoy  of  Gazelles  to  death,  dispatching,  at  the  same 
time,  an  express  to  the  Porte,  in  order  to  acquaint 
the  grand  seignior  and  his  ministers  with  the  dan<- 
gerous  projects  of  the  governor  of  Syria. 

Solyman  immediately  sent  a  strong  army  against 
him,  under  the  command  of  Ferhat  basha,  one  of 
the  ablest  generals  of  his  father.  Gazelles,  not  see- 
ing his  agent  return,  began  to  be  apprehensive  that 
he  was  betrayed  by  the  governor  of  Egypt.  As  he 
had  gone  too  far  to  retreat,  and  the  bare  debating 
whether  one  shall  continue  faithful  to  a  sovereign, 
is  a  breach  of  faith  that  merits  chastisement,  he 
aummoned  about  him  all  the  surviving  Mama- 
lukes  that  were  dispersed  up  and  down  in  different 
places.  All  Syria  by  his  orders  took  up  arms;  and 
he  sent  ambassadors  at  the. same  time  to  Rhodes,  to 
desire  a  train  of  artillery  of  the  grand  master,  which 
he  wanted,  in  order  to  make  head  against  their 
comiQon  enemy. 

The  grand  master,  overjoyed  to  see  war  breaking 
put  between  the  infidels,  immediately  sent  him 
paono^  and  ammunition,   with  several  excellent 
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officers  of  artillery.   Gazelles  employed  them  to  his 
advantage;  and  though  he  was  every  moment  ex* 
pecting  the  Turkish  army,  which  was  on  its  march^ 
he  yet  besieged  Tripoli,  Baruth,  and  several  other 
places  of  Phoenicia,  which  he  reduced.     His  con- 
qpests  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Ferhat 
basha.    Though  the  Egyptian  had  fewer  troops,  he 
saw  plainly^  that  he  had  no  resource  but  in  a  vic- 
tory :  he  marched  straight  against  the  Turks :  th^ 
two  armies  soon  came  to  an  engagement,  and  the 
victory  was  disputed  a  long  time.     Gazelles,  at  the 
Head  of  his  Mamalukes,  sustained  all  the  efforts  of 
the  Turkish  armies  for  six  hours  together:  he  rallied 
his  troops  several  times,  charged  always  at  their 
head,  and  killed  several  officers  of  the  janizaries 
with  his  own  hand :  in  fine,  after  losing  the  best 
part  of  his  men,  oppressed  with  numbers,  and  sur-^ 
rpunded  on  all  sides,  he  chose  to  die  fighting,  rather 
tbaii  take    quarter.     He  fell   covered   over  with 
wounds,  upon  a  heap  of  Mamalukes  that  had  met 
the  same  fate.     His  death  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
and  utterly  destroyed  that  body  of  soldiers,  who 
had  disposed  of  the  throne  of  Egypt  at  their  plea- 
s^ure,  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years. 

The  grand  seignior  was  not  long  before  he  wafi 
informed  of  the  leagues  which  the  knights  of  Rhode^ 
had  entered  into  against  sultan  Selim,  his  father. 
His  ministers  represented  to  him,  that  those  knights^ 
by  their  fleets  and  armaments,  were  masters  of  the 
sea;  that  they  had  several  times  intercepted  the 
convoys  they  >yere  sending  to  Syri^  and  Egypt; 
that  they  kept  several  Turkish  officers  in  chains^ 
whom  they  had  taken  prisoners;  that  corsairs  were 
continually  putting  to  sea  from  Rhodes  and  th^ 
j>ther  isles  of  the  order,  to  disturb  the  commerce  p^ 
•    VOL.  II.  '  2  n 
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his  subjects;  and,  to  nuse  his  resentment  to  iho 
height,  they  put  him  in  mind  of  the  succours  the  j 
sent  to  Gra^elles,  to  support  him  in  his  rebellion, 
^olyman  resolved  to  invade  that  island,  and  was 
particularly  confirmed  iii  that  design  by  some  me-^ 
morials  that  sultan  Selim  had  left,  wherein  was  this 
obseryation,  that,  to  secure  the  frontiers  of  his  emr 
pire,  it  was  necessary  to  take  the  town  of  Belgprade 
in  Europe,  aqd  tl)e  island  of  Rhodes  in  Asia. 

But  Solyman,,  before  he  engaged  in  two  such 
difficult  enterprises,  seeing  liimfelf  in  possession  of 
such  a  vast  empire,  was  desirous  of  establishing  his 
authority  upon  principles  and  maxims  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  those  which  his  predecessors  had 
followed.  Before  Solyman's  reign,  force  alone,  with 
respect  to  the  neighbouring  princes,  determined 
both  peace  and  war,  and  wa^  the  sovereign  rule  of 
the  enterprises  of  hb  predecessors;  at  the  same  time 
ihat  a  barbarous  despotic  power  was  the  only  law 
that  prevailed  within  the  kingdom.    The  bashas 
plundered  the  people  with  impunity;  the  prince,  in 
bis  turn,  squeezed  these  sponges,  and  frequently  put 
the  greatest  of  them  to  death ;  under  such  a  govern- 
mept  no  rich  man  could  be  innocent.     SoIyman*4 
conduct  was  entirely  opposite :  he  never  made  war 
without  declaring  it,  and  he  pever  declared  it  with- 
out having  a  plausible  pretence  for  doing  so,  which, 
after  all,  politic  princes  are  seldom  wanting  in.  Hts 
subjects,  under  his  reign  saw,  perhaps  for  the  |[rst 
time,  justice  and  equity  reign  together.  This  prince, 
the  greatest  monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  the  Turkish 
throne,  issued  a  proclamation  throughout  all  hicj 
dominions,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  all  such 
MB  had  been  unjustly  deprived  of  their  estates  by  his 
father  and  ancestors,  by  applying  themselves  only 
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.ioKim;  lib'Otild  have  justice  done  them.  The  ttnjast 
pospessors  of  those  estates,  \vhich  were  appointed 
for  the  keeping  up  of  temples  and  tnosques,  were 
ieverelj  punished :  he  restored  the  authority  of  the 
courts  of  Judicature^  which  had  been  laughed  at  in 
the  preceding  reigns.  Several  cadis  or  judges^  that 
had  prevaricated  in  their  posts,  were  condemned  to 
.death :  aiid  as  to  the  grandees  and  bashas,  he liever 

Eut  ai\]r  of  them  to  death  fo^  the  sake  of  their  richei^ 
ut  only  punished  such  as  grew  so  by  extortions^ 
and  abusing  their  power;  in  a  word,  he  decided 
tvar  against  vice,  injustice  and  Violeiicei  before  bo 
carried  his  arms  against  the  enemies  of  his  law. 
/Such  was  Solyman,  when  he  resolved  to  make 
Ivar  upon  the  Christians.  This  prince  being  told 
that  Amurath  II.  and  Mahomet  II.  had  miscarried 
at  the  sieges  of  Belgrade  and  Rhodes,  fancied  that 
such  an  enterprise  wonld  be  an  honour  to  his  first 
atten]g)t  in  war.  He  resolved  to  begin  with  the  siege 
of  Belgrade;  but,  to  hinder  the  Hudgarians  from 
making  timely  preparations  for  their  defence,  his 
ministers,  by  his  orders,  gave  out,  that  his  designt 

.  Ivere  directly  levelled  against  the  isle  of  Rhodes* 

The  grand  master,  in  order  to  be  prepared,  built 
new  walls  in  such  parts  of  the  city  as  seemed  most 

.  to  want  them*  They  augmented  the  fortifications  of 
tbe  place,  and  filled  the  magazines  with  com,  ammu--^ 
nition,  and  provisions*  The  pope,  at  the  request  of 
this  vigilant  grand  master,  sent  three  galleys  well 
provided  to  the  succour  of  the  order;  and  Francis  t», 
king  of  France,  furnistied,  at  the  same  time,  nv^e 
galleys,  four  brigantines,  and  four  barks,  welt^ 
equipped.  This  little  fleet  arrived  safe  at  Rhodes, 
under  the  command  of  the  baron  de  St.Blancardi 
But  Solyman  had  no  aooiier  mi^e  hii  real  des^pi 
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public  by  the  siege  of  Belgrade,  than  those  foreigh 
6hip4  returned  home.  Hungary  was  at  that  time 
under  a  yoang  prince^  a  minor,  uhose  name  was 
Lewisi  and  son  of  Ladislaus;  or»  rather  there  were 
as  ranhv  princes  as  great  men  in  the  kingdom,  who 
tore  it  to  pieces  by  their  domestic  dissensions,  arising 
from  a  reciprocal  emulation,  and  who  were  greater 
enemies  to  one  another  than  to  the  infidels.  The 
grand  seignior,  the  better  to  conceal  his  designs, 
held  sent  an  ambassador  to  the  young  king,  to  notify 
to  him  his  accession  to  the  empire:  but,  instead  of 
rereiving  that  minister  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
character,  the  lords  of  the  council  had  treated  him 
^  ^  ^^Py»  31)^  hindered  him  from*  retoruing  to  his 
mapfer. 

Solyman,  resenting  t!iis  shameful  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  after  having  demanded  satisfaction 
to  no  purpose,  8e?nt  Pyrrhus  basha,  at  the  head  of  a 
great  body  of  horse,  to  invest  the  town  of  Belgrade, 
anciently  the  capital  of  the  country  called  Rascia. 
This  place,  which  was  built  on  the  edge  of  a  hill  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Save  and  Danube,  was,  be- 
sides the  forlificattions  which  nature  had  bestowed 
upon  it,  surrounded  with  a  double  wall,  flanked  at 
proper  distances  with  great  towers  well  provided 
with  artillery;  and,  on  an  eminence  which  com- 
manded the  town,  there  was  a  castle,  anciently 
called  Taurunura.  It  was  strengthened  with  all  the 
fortifications  that  art  could  invent,  and  was  then 
looked  upon  as  impregnable. 

Solyman  closely  followed  the  basha,  and  soon 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army.  The 
trenches  were  opened,  batteries  were  raised,  and 
the  Turks  carried  on  their  works  with  the  utmost 
diligence.  All  Etirope  fixed  their  eyes  on  the  siege 
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of  a  place,  which  they  considered  as  one  of  the  bul- 
turarks  of  Christendom.  The  knights  of  Rhodes 
especially  interested  themselves  in  it,  and  the  rather, 
because  they  judged  if  the  Turk  should  carry  Bet 
grade  without  any  opposition  from  the  Christian 
princes,  that  success  would  .probably  determine  him 
to  undertake  the  siege  of  Rhodes  next. 

While  they  were  under  this  uneasiness,  the  grand 
master  fell  ill,  and  was  carried  off  rather  suddenly. 
He  was  a  liberal  prince,  magnificent,  charitable,  a 
loyer  of  his  people,  and  desirous  to  be  beloved  by 
them ;  and,  what  was  very  rare  in  that  age,  he  was 
learndl  in  the  dead  languages,  and  spoke  most  of 
the  living  ones  with  great  facility.  His  death  was 
80  much  the  more  considerable  loss  to  the  order  at 
this  juncture,  as  the  knights,  who  were  going  to 
have  a  war  with  the  Porte,  could  the  easier  have 
obtained  succours  from  most  of  the  Christian  princest 
he  being  highly  in  their  esteem,  having  often  neg^ 
ciated  with  them  during  his  embassy  at  Rome. 

The  order  not  being  able  to  continue  without  a 
head,  as  soon  as  the  funeral  was  solemnized,  assembled 
to  choose  a  successor.  Brother  Andrew  d'Amaral, 
chancellor  of  the  order,  and  grand  prior  of  Castile, 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  on  occasion  of 
his  dispute  with  the  chevalier  de  lTsle*Adam,  de- 
manded that  eminent  dignity,  with  as  much  arro- 
gance and  presumption,  as  if  he  thought  he  should 
thereby  do  a  favour  to  the  order,  by  condescending 
to  accept  it.  He  had  not,  indeed,  been  thought  un- 
worthy of  it,  had  he  not  been  the  first  to  do  himself 
that  justice:  his  presumption,  and  the  contempt  be 
discovered  for  his  rivals,  occasioned  all  unanimously 
•  to  declare  against  him;  so  tiiat  the  votes  were  divided 
only  between  sir  Thomas  Docray,  jgrand  prior  of 
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England^  u^^  brother  PJiilip  de  VilUers  de  I'lBle-' 
Adaio^  ho0pitaller  and  grand  prior  of  France.  The 
£ngUfi^man  wa«  distinguifhed  by  sablimity  of  ge- 
aunsj  and  his  great  skill  in  treating  with  princes^  at 
whose  oonrts  he  had  been  employed  on  important 
embassies;  and^  In  a  jonctore  when  Rhodes  was 
threatened  with  a  siege,  some  regard  was  ^Iso  had  to 
the  great  riches  which  that  knight  possessed.  L'lsle^ 
Adam  hadacqoii^ed  great  consideration  and  general 
esteem  in  the  order,  by  his  wise  conduct  in  all  his 
emplogrmetits,  and  by  his  open  and  candid  behaviour, 
full  df  frankness  and  integrity,  and  which  was  too 
natural  for  ambition  and  hypocrisy  to.cpunterfeit 
for  a  long-time  together. 

This  lonl  was  then  absent;  he  had  no  partisans  in 
the  assembly' but  the. remembrance  of  his  servicef^ 
and  the  knowledge  of  hb  virtues.  It  was  owing 
only^to  a  reputatiw  so  well  established^  that  he  haft 
a  plurality  «f 'imees  iahis.favKXttr,  so  that  hewiis 
declared  giandjnaater,  January  2^,  15!?I.  All  tl^e 
knights  applauded  .the  choice  the  electors  had 
made,  and  there  viras.iwiversaI,JQy;0fi^r  the  who^ 
bland.  ^ 

D^Atnaral  alone  waiunad  with.TtxatifRi:  an^«  i^ 
the  first  transports  of  his«passlon,.  could  not  helpsay** 
ing  to  aiSpanish  commander,  who*  waa  his  friend^ 
that  FIsle* Adam  would  be  tiie  last  ^andinaster 
that  shoiild  reigi^  at  Rhodes.  :Timje,  inst^  of  mol'^ 
lifying  iheviolehce  of  his  resentmevti  fferved  pnly 
-  to  tnbrease  ut.  It  is  said,  that  jbi4  ptiirate  nmmosity 
against  /the  peiwn:  of  the  grand  nianter;  iacrea^ 
to* a  violent  hatred  agiainst  the:  order  iqgener?}; 
and  tfaat^  tormented  wilii>r|ige/  :ha  look  a  i^e^^bittoa 
to  estirpate^  and' destroy  the  motber  thattnnrsfidl 
him*    ¥Ul  of  these  deadly  designSiiBesio  irelKtff 
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that  he  tinhosomed  hiimelf  to  a  Turkish  slave,  a 
man  whom  he  had  foand  very  capable  of  carrying^ 
on  an  intrigue.    The  slave,  who  saw  a  prospect  of 
recovering  his  liberty  by  this  negociation,  readily 
entered  into  his  measures ;  and,  under  pretence  of 
going  into  his  own  country  to  procure  money  for 
his  ransom,  went  privately  to  ConstantiBoi^e.    He 
was  entrusted  with  a  letter  from  the  chancellor 
d'Amaral  to  the  grand  seignior.    In  this  letter  the 
chancellor  pressed  that  prince  to  besiege  Rhodes ; 
and,  in  order  to  convince  him  of  the  facility  with 
which  he  might  succeed  in  that  enterprise,  he  an- 
nexed an  ample  mchnorial  to  this  letter,  containing 
an  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  city,  the 
weakest  parts  of  the  place,  the  number  of  knights 
and  troops  provided  for  its  defence,  and  what  pro- 
visions and  ammunition  it  had  to  sustain  a  siege.  He 
added,  that  the  council  had  just  demolished  part  of 
the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  in  order  to  rebuild  iton  a 
more  solid  foundation;  and  that  if  his  highness  would 
lose  ho  time  in  making  his  army  advance,  he  would 
find  the  place  open  on  that  side,  and  in  a  defence* 
less  condition.     Solyman  was  still  in  Hungary : 
D^AmaraVs  slave,   in  his  absence,  delivered  his 
packet  to  the  ministers  he  had  left  at  Constantinople, 
which  they  sent  by  an  express  to  the  grand  seignior. 
That  prince  was  delighted  to  find,  in  the  person  of 
the  chancellor,  a  privileged  spy,  who  having  by  his 
dignity  admittance  into  all  the  councils^  could  send 
certain  and  exact  advices.    They  sent  the  slave 
back  to  him  with  promises  of  ^  vast  recompense  if 
he  could  contribute  to  the  success  of  his  highness's 
designs.     The  chancellor,  as  Bosio  relates,  still  full 
of  rage,  and  infatuated  by  his  passion,  was  pleased 
io  see  a  way  open  to  his  vengeance;  and  far  fear 


Digitized  by  VjOO^ IC 


12)84  uiSTORX  or 

tbey  flhonld  be  alarmed  at  his  slave's  return,  gave 
out  that  be  was  only  come  back  to  bring  him  his 
ransom.  Such  an  excess  of  confidence  for  a  slaye, 
whom  he  had  suffered  to  go  upon  his  parole,  his 
return,  and  the  great  civilities  that  the  chancellor 
showed  him,  appeared  a  little  extraordinary ;  but 
that  lord's  authority,  and  the  dread  they  were  under 
of  making  a  proud  haughty  man  their  enemy,  who 
was  known  to  be  implacable  in  his  hatred,  stifled 
these  suspicions,  or  at  least  prevented  their  break- 
uig  out. 

In  the  mean  time  the  new  grand  master  having 
r^eceived  an  account  of  his  election,  prepared  to  set 
out  As  he  was  well  informed  that  Rhodes  was 
threatened  with  a  siege,  he  signified  it  to  all  his 
order,  by  a  general  summons,  which  he  sent  into  all 
the  states  of  Christendom*.  He  collected  all  the  re- 
sponsions  he  could,  and  laid  them  out  in  warlike 
stores;  apd,  after  taking  leave  of  the  king  of  Bur- 
gundy, came  to  Marseilles,  where  he  embarked. 
He  went  on  board  the  great  carrack,  and  the  rest 
of  his  train  and  equipage,  with  the  stores  that  be 
was  carrying  to  Rhodes,  followed  in  four  feluccas. 
Unluckily,  as  he  was  off  Nice,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  carrack,  by  the  carelessness  of  an  officer  of  hi? 
table :  the  flame  spread  in  a  moment  to  different 
parts  of  the  ship,  the  sails  and  cordage  were  burned 
to  ashes  in  an  instant,  and  flakes  of  flame  and  smokp 
made  the  terror  still  greater,  and  likewise  hindere4 
the  seamen  in  the  service  they  were  doing.  In  the 
disorder  and  confusion  usual  in  such  accidents,  all 
were  for  throM'ing  themselves  into  the  sea  to  swim 
fisbore,  or  shelter  themselves  in  the  fj^luccas,  which 
were  not  far  off;  but  the  grand  master  forbade  any 
to  stir  out  of  the  ship  on  pain  of  death.  A  new  fear. 
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and  the  respect  for  his  orders,  seryed  instead  of  re- 
solution; the  most  timorous  returned  to  their  posts* 
and  all  laboured  in  concert  to  extinguish  the  fire* 
which  they  at  last  effected ;  and  the  carrack  was 
saved  by  the  ver^^  persons  that  would  have  aban-p 
doned  it. 

Scarcely  had  the  j^rand  master  escaped  the 
danger  of  the  fire*  when  another  element*  no  less 
formidable*  threw  him  into  fresh  dangers.  There 
arose  a  furious  tempest :  the  sea  was  all  in  motion; 
the  winds  blew  with  violence*  and  raised  the  billows 
to  a  dreadful  height ;  the  pilot  could  no  longer  man* 
age  the  helm ;  and  as  if  heaven  had  been  resolved, 
in  concert  with  the  sea*  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
earraeic*  the  thunder*  after  having  roared  for  a  long 
time  together*  fell  upon  the  ship*  broke  into  the 
stern  room*  killed  nine  men*  and  broke  the  grand 
master's  sword  to  pieces*  without  hurting  the  scab- 
bard. The  seamen  did  not  fail  to  mabe  dismal  pre- 
sages from  these  various  accidents :  and  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  knights  that  were  with  the  grand  mas- 
ter were  altogether  free  from  the  like  fancies*  espe- 
cially at  a  time  when  the  Turks  threatened  the  isle 
of  Rhodes*  and  that  men  had  a  great  deal  of  faith 
in  omens.  But  the  grand  master*  without  regarding 
any  of  these  vain  prognostics*  put  into  the  port  of 
Syracuse*  got  his  ships  refitted*  and  was  preparing 
to  keep  on  his  voyage*  when  they  brought  him  ad*?- 
vice*  that  Curtogli,  a  famous  corsair*  and  a  favou- 
rite of  the  grand  seignior*  was  waiting  for  him  as  he 
passed  with  a  strong  squadron  of  galleys  and  ships, 
much  superior  to  his  escort.*  The  corsair*  besides 
the  hopes  of  booty*  had  formed  this  enterprise  with 
fhe  design  of  revenging  the  death  of  two  of  his  bro^. 

*  B0SIO9  U  2.  Lib.  18.  p.  635» 
YPIi.  H.  2  0  ^ 
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i!ktr$,  who  hsd  been  hilled  in  engagements  agaiiiflt 
0e  kntght0 ;  and  de9igned  also,  if  he  could  inake  ^ 
prise  of  flome  fehiceaj  pr  ^Ke  any  knight  prisoner^ 
to  make  an  ei^chaQge  for  hU  third  brother^  vho  WW 
^t  that  time  a  slave  at  Rhodes. 

The  principal  citizens  pf  Syracuse  endeai^oiired 
to  persuade  the  grand  master  to  avoid  meeting  with 
|he  corsair,  who  was  formidable  in  those  seas  both 
for  his  forces  and  valour :  but  that  great  man,  who 
never  knew  what  danger  meant,  went  out  of  the 
harbour,  crouded  all  the  sail  he  cpuld  make,  made 
Capo  M alip,  called  also  St.  Aiigelo,  where  the  in- 
fidels waited  for  him,  passed  it  in  the  night,  and 
arrived  safe  at  Rhodes,  where  he  was  received  with 
the  usual  ceremonies,  and  with  the  joy  and  respect 
4ue  to  his  dignity  and  merit*  l(is  presence  heigh* 
tened,as  it  were,  the  courage  and  confidence  of  tthe 
)ii)tghtp :  it  looked  as  if  he  seemed  to  have  brought 
an  army  in  his  single  person:  no  man  dreaded  any 
longer  a  siege;  jeyeral  even  wished  it,  in  order  to 
have  frequent  op^rtunities  of  signalizing  their  va- 
lour: and  Solymitn,  who  waq  so  n)uch  dreaded  i^ 
Hungary^  scarce  ri^ised  ^he  least  appceh^qsioiis  at 
Rhodes. 

That  young  prince  had  just  made  himself  mMten 
pf  JSelg^rade.  The  happy  success  of  that  siege  made 
him  eiipect  the  like  against  the  city  of  Rhodes;  and 
besides  the  desire  of  acquiring  glory  by  spch  an  ipi- 
pprtant  conquest,  he  wap  also  induced  to  it  by  thp 
ponttuual  complaints  pf  his  trading  subjects,  who 
were  often  taken  by  the  knights;  and  especially  by 
the  remonstrance  of  the  mufti,  who  wa^  continually 
representing  to  him,  that  those  Christian  capers  dis^ 
turbed  the  pilgrimfiges  to  Mecca,  and  that  he  was 
Obliged  in  conscience  to  put  a  stop  to  their  craisings. 
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Bdiymsai  was  very  zealous  for  his  reli^ioiii  and  weH 
enough  disposed  to  turii  his  arms  that  way ;  bat  as 
iie  wasa  wise  prince^  and  nefrer  engaged  in-  any 
enterprise  without  communitating  it  to  his  council/ 
he  laid  the  matter  before  them  in  order  to  its  being 
debated. 

Some  bashas  represented  to  him  all  the  difficulties 
df  it,  the  fortifications  of  the  pUce,  the  talodrof 
the  knights  as  well  as  of  this  inhabitants,  b^ingf' 
most  of  theip  corsairs;  the  mighty  sucdours  that  thd' 
grand  master  would  infallibly  draw  from  Christen-^* 
dom :  that  tHis  spark  mi^t  raise  a'  great  flame,  and  ^ 
produce  a  league  and  cmsade  of  all  the  sovereigns^ 
of  Europe;  and  that  his  illustrious  ancestors  and  the- 
soldansof  Egypt,  haying  in  difi^etatages  attempted 
thb  conquest,  had'  been  always  baffled,  and  lost' 
abundance  of  men  without  beiiig  able  to  carry  their  - 
point.  i, 

Mustapha,  on  the  contrary,  who  had  married 
Solyman's  sister,  and  was  a  Vety  braVe  general^ 
guessing  at  the  sultan's  secret  inclination,  represent^ 
ed  to  him,  like  a  tru^  courtier,  that  all  the  valouf 
of  the  knights  could  never  resist  his  victorious  arms  i 
that  be  had  such  a  great  niflbb^r  of  troops,  who 
tvere  all  such  good  soldiers,  that  he  could  cover  thb' 
whole  island  with  his  nUnierdus  armies;  whcrreas  the-" 
gtaud  master  had  only  a  hundred  men  fot  his  de^^ 
fence;   that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the- 
Christian  princes  who  were  actually  in  war,  aiid  so 
incensed   against  one  another,  that  the*  emperor 
Charles  V*  chose  rather  to  suflfer  the  taking  of  Bel- 
grade, though  the  taking  of  it  dpened  a  passage  in- 
to the  hereditary  dominions  of  his  family,  than' 
make  peace  with  the  king  of  France,  dr  draw  ariy^ 
detachment  from  the  armies  he  had^  in  the  field 
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against  that  prince,  to  send  to  the  king  of  Hungary 
his  ally ;  that  after  all,  it  was  a  sort  of  dishonour  to 
the  Ottoman  house,  considering  the  high  pitch  of 
grandeur  to  which  it  was  arrived,  to  suffer  any- 
longer  in  the  very  heart  of  their  empire,  a  republic 
of  corsairs  that  roved  over  the  seas  at  pleasure,  dis- 
turbed the  commerce  of  Syria,  Palestine  and  Egypt, 
and  were  daily  fixing  a  price  on  the  liberty  of  his 
subjects;  that  Rhodes,  and  the  other  isles  of  the  or- 
der^  served  for  an  asylum  to  fugitive  slaves,  male- 
contents  and  rebels;  and  what  was  most  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  they  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  in 
times  of  peaoe  between  the  several  princes  of  Chris- 
tendom, the  grand  masters  were  always  taking  that 
opportunity  of  proposing  the  conquest  of  the  king-' 
dom  of  Jerusalem ;  that  in  order  to  engage  them  to 
such  an  enterprise,  which  was  what  they  had  ahiays 
most  at  heart,  they  had  offered  all  the  forces  of 
their  order,  and  that  so  long  as  the  knights  should 
be  possessed  of  the  port  of  Rhodes  in  the  East,  a 
port  capable  of  receiving  the  Christian  fleets,  there 
would  always  be  reason  to  fear  some  crusade  from 
the  princes  of  the  West. 

Solyman  preferred  this  last  opinion,  as  being  most 
agreeable  to  that  ambition  which  is  inseparable  from 
so  vast  a  power:  Pyrrhus,  and  the  other  bashas, 
though  of  a  different  sentiment,  came  over  with 
great  submission  to  that  of  their  sovereign:  a  war 
against  the  knights,  and  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  were 
therefore  resolved  upon.  The  sultan  named  Mus- 
tapha  basha,  his  favourite  and  brother-in-law,  to  be 
general  of  the  land  army,  Curtogli  to  be  great  ad- 
miral, and  Achmet  basha,  an  able  engineer,  to  have 
the  direction  of  the  works  at  the  siege;  and  ap- 
pointed Pyrrus  basha,  his  old  governor,  a  man  in 
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vhom  he  entirely  confided^  to  go  along  Vifiih  Mus-* 
tapha,  as  a  counsellor  to  that  young  general,  whose 
capacity  and  prudence  might  not  perhaps  be  equal 
to  his  courage  and  valour.     The  sultan,  after  the 
distribution  of  these  several  employments,  in  order 
to  find  how  the  grand  master  stood  affected,  wrote 
to  htm  by  an  ambassador,  whom  he  sent  on  purpose 
to  congratulate  him,  as  it  were,  on  his  promotion  to 
the  dignity  of  grand  master.     He  proposed  to  him 
the  keeping  of  peace,  and  maintaining  a  good  cor- 
respondence together ;  but  he  concluded  his  letter 
by  telling  him  that  he  had  taken  Belgrade,  as  if  he 
intended  to  intimidate  him  with  the  fear  of  meet- 
ing with  the  same  fate  as  that  unhappy  city  h^d 
undergone.     As  the  stile  of  these  ia^d  of  letter^ 
gives  a  better  idea  of  the  characters  of^  princes,  and 
the  manners  of  the  age  they  live  in,  thaa  mere  et*^ 
tracts,  we  have  thought  the  reader  woiild  not  bo 
displeased  to  meet  with  that  of  Solyman;  ^and  the 
grand  master's  answer,  in  this  place.    Soiyman's 
letter  was  wrote  in  Greek,  and  drawn  up  almost  in 
these  terms.* 

^'  Sultan  Solyman,  by  the  grace  of  Gody  king  ofkwgs^ 
sovereign  of  sovereigns,  most  high  emperor  of  Bi-^ 
zantium  and  Trehizond,  most  mighty  king  of  Per-^ 
sia,  Arabia,  Syria  and  Egypt,  svpreme  lord  of  Eu-^ 
rope  and  Asia,  prince  of  Mecca  and  Aleppo,  posses-* 
sor  qf  Jerusalem,  and  lord  of  the  universal  sea.  To 
Philip  Villiersdel^ Isle* Adam,  grand  Master  of  the 
Isle  ofWiodes,  greeting. 

''  I  congratulate  thee  on  thy  new  dignityy*"  and 
thy  arrival  in  thy  dominions:  I  wish  that  tbov 
*  Bozio;  t.  2.  lib.  18.  p.  627. 
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mayit  teign  ihett  hapfSlj,  and  with  more  gtoff 
than  tiiy  prcdecttuom.  It  shall  be  in  thy  powei^  tor 
have  a  share  in  oat  good  will.  Enjoy  then  our' 
friendship,  and  ai  our  friend,  be  not  the  last  to  con^ 
gratcHate  us  oil  the'eonqutats  we  hare  jnst  made 
in  Hungary,  where  w^  have  reduced  the  important 
fortress  of  Belgrtidcf,  aftier  having  destroyed  all  that 
durst  resut  us^  with  our*  dreadftil  swtir^.  Adieu. 
From  our  caiilp  the and  of  the  he^ira  the 


This  letlerwatf  read  iu  ftiU  couhfetl;  aAd 't1l<^ 
were  surprised^  that  whilst  Sdlyman  was  oflA^ring, 
ak  it  were»  peace  with  one  hand;'  h^  shoald^ihaltifi^ 
an  ostentation  of  his^  fiirmidlible  power  with  thft' 
other,  that  his  vessels  sh6uldiniolt  those  of  the  ordiif, 
or  suoh  as  sailed  under  its  bs^nner.  Th^  grand^' 
mister  didnet  negtect  to  answer  thsif  printe,bttt  in' 
terms,  as  the  reader  wiR  observe;  that-  might  give 
him  to  understand  they  were  equally  disposed  at 
Rhodes  either  to  conolude  a  peace,  or  cdntinUe  the 
war. 

•'  F.  Philip  ViUiers  de Flsle  Adam,  grandmaster qf 
BJiodes^  to  Socman,  Sultan  of  the  Turks* 

'*  I  understand  very  well  the  meaning  of  thy 
letter,  which  thy  ambassador  has  brought  me:  thy 
proposals  of  a  peace  between  us  are  a»  agreeable  to 
me  aa  the;f' will  be  dispteanng  to  Gurtogli.  Hiat 
corsair,  at  my  passage  from  France,  did  all  he  could 
to  surprise  me,  bnt  not  succeeding  in  his  project^ 
9mA  unitriUIbgto'go  out  of  these  seas  without  doing 
tts  ^ome^damage,  he  entered  the  river  of  Lycia,  and 
attempted  to  carry  off  two  merchant  ships  belong- 
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belpnging  to  Bome  Candfpts,  but^the  galU^s.of  the 
order,  which  I  sent  out  of  ^be  portrpf  Jlhodes,fforced 
him  to  let  go  tiis  hold,  and  make  off  as  fast  as  he 
icoold,  for  fear  of  falUpginto  pur  pow^r.  Adieu.  •  • 
from  Rhodes^  tbe  •  •  '•  /' 

As  the  Turks  were  not  very  scrupulous  with  re* 
gard  to  the  law  of  iratigns,  the  grand  master  .did 
not  think  fit,  without  a  pass,:to  send  bis  letter  by  a 
)inight,  whom  ttiey  might  probably  detain.    They 
.  gave  it  to  a  Greek,  a  private  man  of  the  city  of 
Rhodes.  Solymftn.and  his  ministers  found,  by  read-r 
ing  thisjetter,  that  they  had, to  deal  with  a  prince 
of  a  firm  and  intrepid  character,  who  was  not  easily 
terrified.    Pyrrhus  basha,  an  old  man,  as  great  a 
politician  as  a  soldier,  proposed  in  the  council,  that 
tbey  should  write  again  to  the  grand  master,  and 
mitke  a  new  overture  of  peace:  that  they  should 
tell  him  they  durst  not  present  his  letter  to  the  grand 
fi^ignior,  by  reason  of  the  tnean  character  of  the 
bearer;  but  that  if  he  would  send  one  of  his  princi«- 
pal  knights  to  the  Porte,  there  was  room  U>  hope, 
that  his  negociation  might  end  in  a  solid  peace. 
The  design  of  this  minister  was,  to  draw  one  of  the 
principal  of  the  order  to  Constantinople,  then  to 
jseize  him,  and  force  him  by  torture  to  give  them 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  place,  and  the  forces 
of  the  order ;  which  might  incline  us  to  doubt  the 
4ruth  of  .the  intelligence,  which,  it  is  pretended, 
d'Amaral  held,  with  the  grand  seignior,  notwith- 
standing its  being  positively  asserted  by  contem* 
porary  historians :  not  but  that  Solyman  had  simi- 
lar advices  from  the  Jewish  phy^ian.    That  per- 
^dipus  .wretch  was  gpntlnually  urging  him,  by  Ict-^ 
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ten^  to  hafiten  hi0  armament ;  but  as  traitors,  ia  or- 
der to  be  the  more  attended  to,  usnally  lessen  the 
difficulties  of  an  enterprise  which  they  themselves 
propose,  the  grand  seignior  and  his  council,  per- 
haps from  the  fear  of  a  double  treachery,  were  very 
desirous,  before  they  engaged  in  the  siege,  to  know 
from  some  knight,  whether  the  advices  that  they 
received  frofn  their  spies  were  true,  and  whether 
there  was  no  exaggeration  in  their  relations. 

The  grand  seignior  entered  into  the  views  of  his 
minister:  and  in  order  to  endeavour,  under  the 
specious  pretence  of  a  negociation,  to  get  a  knight 
sent  to  Constantinople,  he  ordered  them  to  send  a 
new  express  to  Rhodes,  in  Pyrrhus's  name.  That 
basha  wrote  to  the  grand  master,  to  assure  him  that 
the  sultan  was  very  well  disposed  to  treat  of  peace; 
but  that  out  of  fear  of  affronting  the  majesty  of  so 
great  a  prince,  they  did  not  dare  to  present  his  let- 
ter to  him,  because  of  the  mean  character  of  his 
agent;  but  that  if  he  would  send  any  lord  of  his 
council  with  another  letter,  and  furnish  him  with 
full  powers,  he  would  readily  introduce  him  to  the 
Porte.  He  added,  that  the  grand  seignior,  being 
surprised  that  he  had  no  answer  to  his  first  letter, 
had  given  a  second  to  the  messenger,  which  he  did 
not  question  but  he  would  an$wer  in  a  manner  suit- 
able to  the  majesty  and  formidable  power  of  so  great 
an  emperor.  The  express,  indeed,  had  a  letter  from 
Solyman  to  the  grand  master,  wherein  that  prince, 
as  we  shall  find,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  sue  for 
peace,  makes  a  great  ostentation  of  his  designs  and 
forces. 

*'  We  have  been  assured,'*  says  he  to  him,  *'  that 
the  letter  which  our  highness  wrote  to  thee,  has  been 
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delWered  into  thy  handstand  that  it  gave  thee  tnofe 
astonishment  than  pleadore;  Be  assured,  that  I  shall 
ndt  be  satisfied  with  the  conquest  of  Belgrade,  but 
propose  to  myself  another,  of  as  great  importance^ 
in  a  little  time,  of  which  thou  shalt  soon  have  no^ 
tice;  thou  and  thy  knights  being  scarcely  ever  out 
of  my  memory/' 

As  this  second  letter  had  more  the  air  6f  a  chaU 
lenge,  or  a  declaration  of  war,  than  of  a  preliminary 
6f  peace,  the  grand  master  thought  himself  obliged 
to  answer  it  in  to  lofty  terms^ 

"  I  atn  not  sorry,"  says  he  to  him  in  his  answer^ 
'^  that  thou  rememberest  me  and  the  knights  of  my 
order :  thou  speakest  to  me  of  the  conquest  thoa 
hast  made  in  Hungary,  and  the  design  thou  hast> 
as  thou  informest  me,  of  undertaking  another  enr 
terprise,  which  thoil  hopest  will  have  the  same  suc-« 
cess;  but  consider,  that  of  all  the  projects  that  ar« 
formed  by  man,  none  are  more  uncertain  than  thos9 
that  depend  on  the  fortune  of  war.    Adieu/* 

The  grand  raarter  having  thought  himself  obliged 
to  answer  the  sultan's  indirect  menaees  with  so  much 
resolution,  wrote  likewise  to  Pyrrhns,  telling  him» 
that  if  the  sultan  desired  a  peace  with  gpreater  fan-* 
cerity  than  appeared  by  his  letters,  it  was  only  ne^ 
cessary  to  send  him  some  hostages,  or  else  a  past 
sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  the  empire,  and  that 
as  soon  as  it  was  come  to  hand,  he  would  selid  one 
of  the  most  considerable  knights  of  the  order  to 
Constantinople,  to  hear  what  proposals  they  would 
make  him.  But  a  brigantine  of  the  order,  com- 
manded by  a  serving  brother,  being  taken  by  the 
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Tnrkf  near  Rhodei,  that  act  of  hostility  was  taken 
&r  a  declaration  of  m'BT» 

The  grand  marter  prepared  for  it  with  all  the 
courage  and  precaution  of  an  old  captain,  who  had 
passed  his  whole  life  in  war :  he  enlai^ed  the  ditcb, 
and  sunk  it  deeper;  he  repaired  the  fortifications^ 
and  added  several  new  ones  to  the  place. 

To  deprive  the  Turks  of  forage,  they  cut  down 
the  com,  though  it  was  hot  yet  ripe :  some  country 
houses,  as  well  as  churches,  "situated  without  tlm 
town,  were  demolished,  and  the  materials  carried 
into  the  town,  for  fear  the  enemy  diould  make  ubo 
of  their  ruins  to  raise  platform?,  and  plant  artillery 
on  them*  From  another  precaution,  in  oider  to  be 
well  supplied  with  pioneers,  they  obliged  all  tfad 
)>easants  of  the  country  to  retire  into  the  town,  and 
recalled  all  the  adventurers  and  privateerSi  that 
were  cruising  against  the  infidels  under  the  banner 
of  the  order,  whose  protection  they  had,  as  well  a§ 
free  admittance  and  fnll  security  upon  occasion,  in 
the  port  of  Rhodes. 

But  it  was  necessary  to  provide  for  the  subsistence 
of  these  people,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  knights, 
the  citizens,  and  the  garrison.  This  was  the  first 
tare  of  the  grand  master :  he  appointed  three  oom« 
missioners  for  Hiat  purpose;  and>  to  give  them  tha 
greater  credit  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  he 
chose  them  out  of  the  grand  crosses.  The  first  was 
Gfabrie!  de  Pommerols,  great  commander  and  lieU'^ 
ienant-general  to  the  grand  roaster;  John  Buck> 
turcopiller,  of  the  language  of  England,  was  the 
second;  and  chancellor  d'Amaral  was  appointed 
the  third.  These  three  noblemen  visited  all  the  ma^ 
gazines  careftilly ;  and  though  they  found- most  of 
tiiem  full,  yet  the  grand  master,  from  an  opiuioa 
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that  what  on  such  oceaoons  is  ealledwffioieat  doe* 
not  always  prove  so,  proposed  to  send  immediately, 
to  Naples,  Sicily  ^nd  Candia,  for  a^greater  quan-* 
tity  of  wheat,  wine,  powder  and  aims;  and  to  en** 
deavour  lij&ewise  to  get  five  hundred  archers  and 
bowmen  from  Caudia ;  the  Cand^otp,  in  all  ages, 
excelling  even  the  mo6t  warlike  nations  in  the  ma-* 
B^ging  of  those  instruments.    The  chancellor,  wh«^ 
had  sold  his  religion  to  the  infidels,  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  the  effects  of  the  grand  master's  precantions, 
represented,  that,  by  news  just  arrived  from  the 
Christian  isles  of  the  Archipelago,  they  were  in*i 
formed,  that  the  Turkish  armament  was  not  so 
much  designed  against  the  isles  of  the  order  afi 
against  that  of  Cyprus,  and  perhaps  Italy  itself.; 
that  for  near  forty  years,  in  which  he  had  been  iii 
the  order,  he  had  frequently  observed,  that  the 
Turks  had  oqcasioned  it  more  ex  pence  by  the  jea^* 
lousy  that  their  armaments  gave  them,  than  if  they 
had  actually  attacked  Rhodes ;  that  indeed  the  care 
and  precautions  that  the  grand  .master  took  could 
never  be  sufficiently  applauded;    but  that  they 
might  defer  the.  execution  of  them  for  some  time 
longer,  for  fear  of  draining  the  treasury  of  the  orr 
der,  in  making  preparations  to  guard  against  e 
storm,  that  would  probably  fall  on  some  other  place« 
The  grand  master,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  mor 
tives  of  this  perfidious  advice,  imputed  it  only  te 
an  inj.udicious  ^irit  of  parsimony ;  but  he  declared, 
^bat  he  had  letters  from^  a  faithful  spy  that  he  could 
depend  on,  whom  he  kept  at  Constantinople,  and 
who  assured  him,  that  the  grand  seignior's  armapr 
inent  was  designed  only  for  the  si^ge  of  Rhodes  a 
that  he  had  given  orders  to  let  *no  diip  go  out  of  hit 
ports  that  was  bound  tawards  Rhodes;  that  they 
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were  labouring  bard  in  preparing^  a  train  of  lar^ 
artillery,  wbicji  is  never  nted  but  in  sieges;  that 
the  sultan  had  caused  a  great  quantity  of  tools  to 
be  made,  proper  for  pioneering,  and  that  most  of 
the  troops  were  filing  towards  Ljcia,  where  they 
were  to  embark^  in  order  to  be  transported  into  the 
isle  of  Rhodes.  The  grand  master  added,  that  in 
an  affair  of  such  importance  it  was  dangerous  to 
give  way  to  a  too  timorous  policy,  and  that  it  was 
much  better  to  hazard  some  expence,  than  see  the 
island  covered  with  enemies  before  they  had  provid- 
fd  for  its  defence. 

The  grand  master's  advice  prevailed  :  they  got 
^heat  from  Naples  and  Sicily,  so  that  there  was 
no  want  of  ^^ny  thing  during  the  whole  course  of 
the  siege  but  powder,  which  was  caused  by  the 
treachery  of  fhe  phanoellor,  who  made  a  false  re- 
port of  the  quantity  in  the  magasKines.    They  had 
Mke  to  haye  wanted  wine  through  the  same  perfi- 
liiousness;  the  chancdlor  having,  under  pretence 
of  thriftiness,  rejected  the  proposals  of  three  mer- 
chants oi^  Rhodes,  who  offered  to  supply  the  city 
^th  it  at  a  reasonable  price.  But  the  grand  master, 
whose  views  extended  on  all  sides,  sent  a  serving 
brother,  Anthony  Bosio,  into  Candia,  uncle  to  thc^ 
author  of  the  annals  of  the  order,  with  orders  to 
provide  great  store  of  wine,  and  to  procure  leave 
from  the  governor  of  the  island  to  levy  five  hun- 
dred foot/    Bosio,  arriving  in  Candia,  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  wine,  which  he  shipped  off  in 
jfifteen  bri^ntines;  he  had  even  the  address  to  en- 
g^e^  f  young  Venetian  gentleman,  whose  name 
%eas  Bonaldi,  and  who  had,  at  that  time,  in  the  port., 
a  ship  freighted  with  wine,  bound  to  Constantino? 
^e,  tp  alter  his  course  and  carry  it  to  Rhpd^ 
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Bat  the  wrymg  brother  did  not  find  it  00  easy  a 
matter  to  levy  soldiers.    The  governor  not  only  re- 
fnsed  him  leave,  but,  as  if  he  dreaded  Soly  man's 
resentment,  forbid,  by  sonnd  of  tmmpet,  all  persons 
whatsoever,  under  pain  of  corporal  punishment,  to 
enlist  with  the  grand  master's  agent,  or  quit  the 
island.    Notwithstanding  this,  the  dexterous  Rho* 
dian  made  a  shift  to  get  his  recruit,  and  above  fivQ 
hundred  men,  disguised  like  merchants  and  seamen, 
got  on  board  thebrigantines,  either  unknown  to  the 
governor,  or  without  his  being  willing  to  take  no* 
ttce  of  it.  This  crafty  negociator  performed  another 
piece  of  service  to  the  order  before  he  set  sail.    la 
the  isle  of  Candia  there  was  an  excellent  engineer, 
Gabriel  Martinengo,  a  gentleman  of  Brescia,  a 
subject  of  the  republic,  and  of  an  ancient  and  illus* 
trious  family :  the  senate  had  given  him  a  pension 
of  twelve  hundred  crowns,  to  superintend  the  forti'^ 
fications  of  that  island.     Bosio,  who  foresaw  how 
useful  a  man  of  his  abilities  would  be  in  a  place 
that  was  besieged,  proposed  to  him  to  go  to  Rhodes, 
and  to  share  with  the  knights  in  the  glory  which 
they  hoped  to  acquire  in  the  defence  of  it.   Marti- 
nengo, a  man  of  true  valour,  a  brave  soldier  and  a 
great  engineer,  chearfuUy  accepted  the  invitation^ 
provided  he  could  procure  his  discharge  from  the 
governor. 

Bosio  sailed  for  Rhodes  with  his  soldiers  and  the 
supply  of  wine;  and  on  his  arrival,  he  gave  the 
grand  master  an  account  of  his  voyage,  and  of  the  - 
negociation  he  had  entered  into  with  Martinengo, 
The  grand  master  immediately  saw  the  advantage 
that  a  man  of  his  abilities  would  be  to  them  in  the 
present  juncture:  he  sent  Bosio  immediately  back 
to  Candia,  with  a  letter  to  the  governor,  wherein 
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he  intreftted  hinij  in  the  most  premQ^  ternif^  to 
give  that  o£Bcer  leave  to  come  and  defend  a  place, 
which  served  for  a  bnlwark  to  the  very  isles  of  the 
republic,  Bnt  the  governor  flatly  refused  to  grant 
it,  and  gave  Martinengo  express  orders  not  tojstir 
out  of  the  island.  That  officer*  however,  regardless 
of  the  consequences,  disguised  himself^  and,  in  conr 
cert  with  Bosto,  got  on  board  a  felucca,  that  waited 
for  him  in  a  creek  of  the  island. 

The  govertior,  having  notice  that  the  engineer 
had  disappeared,  caused  a  strict  search  to  be  made 
after  him ;  he  also  confiscated  his  eflEbcts,  and  not 
<|uestioning  but  he  was  embarked  in  some  passage* 
ship,  he  sent  two  galleys  in  pursuit  of  him,  with 
orders  to  bring  .him  back  dead  or  alive.  Martinengo 
and  Bono,  seeing  themselves  pursued,  took  down 
the  mast  of  the  felucca,  drew  their  oars  into  their 
vesKl,  brought  it  close  under  a  rock  of  the  island, 
covering  it  with  sails  made  of  whitish  linen,  almost 
of  the  same  colour  as  the  rock  that  the  felucca  lay 
under.  By  this  mrtifice,  and  perhaps  by  the  fcpret 
orders  of  the  governor,  they  escaped  the  galleys, 
which  returning  into  tiie  port,  they  set  sail,  passed 
in  the  night  through  some  Turkish  vessels,  which, 
by  means  of  Bosio's  speaking  the  Greek  language, 
took  the  brigantine  to  bdong  to  their  own  squa- 
dron, and  arrived  safe  al  Rhodes*  Martinengo  was 
eoctremely  well  received  by  the  grand  master,  who 
ktiewihis  birth  and  his  talents.  The  principal  com- 
manders, following  his  example,  riicnred  him  the 
Atmost  respect :  every  one  was  striving  to  show  him 
how  sensible  they  were  of  his  merit.  Martinengo 
also  was  delighted  to  see  himself  esteemed  by  that 
noble  body. of  knights,  tiw  best  judges  of  vabur, 
said  which  was  composed  of  the  most  illustrious  per** 
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80118  in  dll  the  states  of  Chrbteodom.  From  these 
sentiments^  that  savoured  perhaps  too  much  of  hu*^ 
man  nature,  he  passed  to  those  of  a  particular  re^ 
neration,  when  he  saw  these  knights  and  warriors 
preparing  themselves,  like  Chrbtians  and  true  reli- 
gious^ for  the  defence  of  religion.  Under  a  soldier's 
habit,  and  with  a  military  equipage,  he  admired 
Iheir  contempt  of  the  world,  their  lively  faith,  and 
sincere  disengagement  from  the  things  of  this  life : 
he  was  particularly  edified  to  see  most  of  them  pre- 
paring themselves  for  a  bloody  siege,  by  a  frequent 
receiving  of  the  sacraments* 
«  These  reflections  gave. rise  to  hb  vocation:  he 
saw  himself  exposed  to  thei  same  dangers,  without 
the  same  hoty  preparation:  God  touched  his  heart; 
he  ran  to  the  grand  master's  palace,  threw  himself 
at  his  feet,  and,  inflamed  \<rith  zeal  to  sacrifice  hb 
life  for  the  defence  of  the  faith,  entreated  that 
prince  to  honour  him  with  bis  cross*  The  grand 
master  took  him  up  and  embraced  him  tenderly, 
assuring  him,  that  he  would  go  immediately  and 
propose  his  request  to  the  couuoil*  and  acquaint 
them  with  his  pious  dbpositioQs.  The  votes  were 
unanimous  in  Us  favour  r  the  whple  pr^er  was  de<* 
lighttal'  to  associate  so'. excellent  a  man  in  it ;  the 
grand  master  gave  him  tiie  habit,  and  administered 
the  YOWStohimfmaffbU  assembly';  and  to  acknow- 
ledge the  generosity  wherewith  he  had  abandoned 
his  patrimony,  ancLthe  great  ipeiisions.  he  had  from 
the  republic. of  Veniee,  the;  carder  assigned  him  a 
pension  of  1200  croiirns^.itill  such  time  as  he  might 
have  some  oommatadiry  pr  priory  of  the  like  valup 
given  bim«  As  a  farther  favour  to  the  new  knight> 
the  grand  master  made  him  the  next  day  a  grand 
crossi  and  gave  him  at  the  same  timo  the  general 
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inspection  ovet  all  the  fortification!:  and  the  ^ani 
marshal^  who  is  standings  general  of  all  the  troops 
of  the  order,  divided  as  it  were  his  authority  with 
him :  he  admitted  him,  out  of  the  high  regard  he 
had  to  his  great  capacity,  into  the  command  and 
ftuthoritj  which  his  post  gave  him  over  all  the 
forces  of  the  island. 

It  was  by  the  advice  and  directions  of  Marthten^ 
go,  that  they  repaired  the  walls  and  towers;  be 
caused  them  to  raise  the  ramparts  higher:  they 
built  ravelins  before  the  gates  of  the  city:  made 
casements  in  the  flanks  of  the  bastions,  and  in  the 
counterscarp  of  the  ditch,  mines  filled  with  powder, 
to  which  they  might  set  fire  by  the  help  of  a  train 
laid  under  ground :  within  the  place,  he  caused 
them  to  build  new  forts,  cuts,  ditches,  intreaefe- 
ments,  barricades^  and  all  kinds  of  necessary  de- 
fences that  a  person  of  his  capacity,  and  who  fore-^ 
saw  every  thing  that  might  happen,  could  oppose 
against  the  attacks  of  the  besiegers. 

Whilst  the  order  was  receiving  such  advantaged 
from  his  skill  and  his  great  talents,  particularly  at 
a  time  when  they  were  going  to  be  besieged,  there 
happened  a  kind  of  desertion  among  the  knights 
of  the  language  of  Italy.  The  principal  of  that  na- 
tion complained  to  the  grand  master  and  the  conn^ 
cil,  that  pope  Adrian  YL,  who  had  just  succeeded 
Leo  X.  disposed  in  an  absolute  manner,  and  con* 
trary  to  their  rights,  of  all  the  commandries  of  Italy, 
and  thereupon  asked  leave  to  go  to  Rome  to  com«- 
plain  of  it.  The  grand  master  did  not  think  fit  in 
the  present  juncture  to  grant  them  the  leave  that 
they  desired :  his  refusal  exasperated  them ;  and 
d'Amaral,  who  lost  no  opportunity  of  weakening 
the  order,  inrinuated  to  them,  that  they  themsehea 
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biight  to  take  a  permission  \ihich  he  denied  themj 
that  risle-Adam^  who  was  a  Frenchman  by  births 
did  not  love  the  language  oF  Ital  jr ;  that«  in  order  to 
keep  them  low^  he  was  ndt  perhaps  concerned  at 
the  pope's  taking  from  them  the  commandries  an* 
hexed  to  their  language;  that  the  grand  master 
spread  and  encouraged  the  reports  of  an  approach-^ 
ing  siege^  with  the  view  only  of  hating  a  pretence 
td  dispose  the  more  freely  of  the  funds  that  were  in 
the  treasury  of  the  order;  lind  that  it  would  be  a 
dishonour  to  them,  if  after  shedding  their  blood  so 
often  in  the  defence  of  the  order,  they  should,  by 
an  odious  distinction,  be  the  only  persons  de-> 
prived  of  the  recompense  so  justly  due  to  their 
services.    * 

'  The  Italian  knights,  seduced  by  this  perfidious 
Advice,  left  Rhodes  without  leave,  and  retired  into 
the  isle  of  Candia.  The  grand  master.  Justly  pro- 
voked at  so  scandalous  a  disobedience,  ordered 
t^em  to  be  prosecuted  as  rebels  an4  deserters;  and 
the  council  deprived  them  of  the  habit  by  an  ex*- 
|)ress  sentence  to  thb  purpose:  however  jast  this 
sentence  might  be,  the  order  nevertheless  lost  in 
them  a  considerable  number  of  faliant  knights. 
Some  of  their  friends,  better  aflPected  than  the  chan-* 
cellor,  went  over  to  Candia  with  the  grand  master'g 
private  consent ;  and  after  having  dexterously  en-* 
tered  into  their  complaints  and  resentments,  they 
represented  to  them,  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
doubt  to  befuade  of  the  siege  of  Rhodes^  that  they 
would  see  the  island  immediately  covered- with  the 
Turks,  and  that  though  the  motive  of  their  journey 
to  Rome  i^as  most  just,  they  yet  could  not  prevent 
their  enemies  spreading  a  report  that  they  had 
made  it  at  such  a  juncture,  with  a  view  only  of 
VOL.  IK  2  a 
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getting  out  of  the  way  of  those  dangers  to  ivhieh 
their  brethren  were  going  to  be  exposed. 

The  certainty  of  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  and  the 
fear  tliey  were  under  of  being  suspected  to  have 
withdrawn  themselves  from  so  cowardly  a  motive, 
prevailed  over  their  resentment.  They  returned  to 
Rhodes  to  throw  themselves  at  the  grand  master's 
feet;  and  that  they  might  obtain  pardon  for  their 
fault,  they  protested  that  they  would  wash  it  out 
with  their  blood,  and  with  that  of  the  infidels.  The 
grand  master  received  them  like  a  tender  father; 
and  after  having  given  them  a  wise  reproof  for  their 
disobedience,  the  generous  old  man  embraced  them 
with  great  tenderness,  gave  them  the  habit  again, 
and  promised  them,  that  as  soon  as  they  should  be 
free  from  the  war,  with  which  they  were  threatened, 
the  whole  order  should  interest  itself  in  their  affair; 
that  he  would  make  it  his  own,  and  that  as  their 
complaints  were  just  and  reasonable,  he  was  in 
hopes,  that  the  several  princes  of  Christendom 
would  not  refuse  him  their  good  offices  with  the  pope. 

This  storm  being  happily  calmed,  the  grand 
master  immediately  dispatched  knights  to  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  who  were  to  solicit  the  pope  and 
the  other  princes  of  Christendom  to  send  him  speedy 
succours;  but  the  event  showed  that  the  order  could 
depend  on  nothing  but  its  own  strength.  Most  of 
the  princes,  engaged  in  war  with  one  another,  and 
minding  only  their  private  interests,  neglected  those 
of  religion,  and  the  pope  himself,  though  a  virtuous 
pontiff,  yet  as  he  owed  his  dignity  to  the  credit  and 
recommendaiion  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.,  whose 
preceptor  he  had  been,  he  durst  not  dispose  of  the 
troops  and  money  of  the  holy  see  witl.out  his  privitr 
and  consent. 
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Brother  James  de  Bourbon,  commander  of  Olse" 
mont,  and  natural  son  to  Le\vis  de  Bourbon,  elected 
bishop  of  Liege,  a  prince  of  the  house  of  France, 
tells  us,  in  his  relation  of  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  that 
upon  the  request  made  in  the  grand  master's  name 
by  the  chevalier  d'Aiwoyville  to  the  king  of  France, 
this  religious  prince,  who  had  a  great  affection  for 
the  order,  gave  him  a  power  to  fit  out  all  the  vessels 
that  he  should  find  in  the  ports  of  Provence,  and 
carry  them  to  Rhodes.  But  the  commanders  in  that 
province,  fearing  to  be  attacked  by  the  emperor, 
delayed  executing  his  orders :  so  that  he  was  forced 
to  go  back  to  court  to  solicit  for  new  ones  that 
might  be  more  particular :  and  these  voyages  took 
up  so  much  time,  that  winter  came  on,  and  the 
proper  season  for  putting  to  sea  was  over. 

It  was  probably  from  the  same  misfortune  that  a 
strong  carrack,  which  the  chevalier  Hyserant,  of 
the  language  of  Auvergne,  had  fitted  out  at  Genoa, 
and  freighted  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  ran 
aground  near  Monega :  though  they  suspected  at 
the  time  that  the  winds  and  the  sea  had  not  so  much 
contributed  to  that  accident  as  the  policy  of  the 
Genoese,  who  were  afraid  of  incurring  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Turks.  Nor  is  it  less  difficult  to  discover 
the  motive  of  the  inactivity  of  Fabricio  Pignatelli, 
prior  of  Barletta,  of  Charles  Quesvalle,  of  Lulty  de 
St.  Stephen,  and  John  Baptist  Carafia,  bailiff  of 
Naples,  who  having,  by  the  grand  master's  direc- 
tions, purchased  with  the  order's  money  a  great 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  never  sent 
any  of  it  to  the  succour  of  Rhodes. 

The  grand  master  being  in  no  certainty  of  these 
remote  succours,  placed  all  his  confidence  in  the 
l^rotection  of  heaven  and  in  the  y  alouc  of  his  knightsu 
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Like  a  warrior  and  a  ^eat  captain,  he  neglected  no 
precaution  necessary  to  prevent  being  surprised  by 
the  infidels.    One  of  the  first  of  his  many  cares,  sd 
worthy  of  his  zeal  and  courage,  was  a  general  re- 
view of  all  the  knights  and  regular  troops,  whick 
amonnted  in  all  to  about  six  hundred  knights,  and 
four  thousand  five  hundred  soldiers;  and,  with  this 
handful  of  men,  he  undertook  to  defend  the  place 
against  the  inundations  pf  those  formidable  armies 
that  Solyman  brought  into  the  field  in  all  his  enter- 
prises*   The  townsmen  of  Rhodes  indeed  tqok  up 
arms,  and  some  companies  were  formed  out  of  them : 
they  also  recalled  the  Rhodian  privateers  that  wer^ 
out  at  9ea;  these  were  posted  in  the  town,  add  were 
charged  with  the  defence  pf  the  port.  The  peasants 
were  designed  to  serve  as  pioneers ;  but  they  could 
not  afterwards  niake  any  use  of  the  c<Anmon  people 
p{  the  town,  who  were  insensible  to  any  passion  but 
that  of  f<!ar,  and  could  never^  be  brought  to  look 
danger  in  the  face.  The  grand  master  ga<e  brother 
bidier  Tholon  of  St.  JailU,  bailiff  of  Manosque^ 
the  direction  of  the  artillery,  and  the  chevaliers  de 
Nueresand  Britto  were  entrusted  with  the -carrying 
pn  of  the  works  under  the  or4ers  of  the  bailiff  de 
Martinengo.     Hie  slaves  of  Rhodes,  and  such  as 
bekmged  to  private  persons,  were  employed  in  hol^ 
lowing  the  ditches,  and  in  the  fortifications  which 
they  added  to  the  bastion  of  Auvergne ;  they  re* 
paired  the  mtUs:  they  built  new  ovens;  the  port  was 
shut  up  with  a  double  chain,  one  before  its  mouth, 
the  other  within  it,  from  the  tower  of  St.  Nicliolas 
to  the  tower  of  the  mills;  and  to  prevent  the  infi- 
dels from  seisring  on  the  mole,  and  advancing  by 
means  of  that  bank  as  ftr  as  the  gate  of  St.  Catha- 
rine, as  they  had  atten^pted  in  the  form^  Aege,  they 
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sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  bayi^  where  the  tunny 
fishery  was,  several  sbijps- loaded  with  stones;  the 
walls  were,  at  the  same  time,  lined  with  artillery; 
4hey  carried  arms,  grenades,,  fire^ots^  and  large 
stones.upon  the  rao^p^aiits^nd  bastions:  there  never 
had  been;  seen  greater  diligence  or  more  complete 
orden 

The  liiiights  and  Greek  gentlemen,  the  townsmen 
as  well  as  officer^,,  the  soltji^rs  and  marinerSi  the 
very  priests  and  l^^w}^^*  employed  themselves 
readily  and  wi^t^out  couCu^oii  in  whatever  was  pre- 
scribed them.  The  grand  master  was  present  in  all 
places;  he.alp^ei^speiitedthe  carrying  on  of  these 
several. works;  his  pre^6^ce ^d  capacity  advanced 
them  still  more,  than  .the  many-  hai^dis  employed 
about  them;  and,  few  princes  .and  governors  ever 
gaye  s.uch  nyamfest  proofs,  in  a  besieged  place#  of 
so  perfect  an  understanding  ^fthe^rt  of  war,  joined 
to  a  calm  valour,,  incapable. of  being  discomposed 
either  by  the  greatness  or  the  variety  of  the  dangers 
!V(rifh  whlo(h  he  was  afterwards  surrounded. 

But  f4itr  the  better  understanding  of  the  impor- 
tance and  usefulness  of  the  precautions  which  he 
took,  though  we  havyein  the  former  book  taken  some 
notice  of  the  situation  of  the  place,  it;  may,  never- 
theless, be  proper  to^  give  a  fuller  accoui^  of  it^  and 
take  notice  likewise  x>f  the  additional  fortifications 
that  had  been  made  since  the  last  si^ge. 

The  city  of  Rhodes  as  we  have  already  observed, 
is  situated  by  the  sea-side,  on  a  hill  which  terminate 
with  a  gentle  descent  into  a  plain,  thereby  making 
the  circumvallation  of  it  easy.  It  is  divided  iAtp 
the  high  and  low  town ;  the  grand  master's  palace 
was  in  the  high  town,  and  seryed  as  a  castle  and  a 
citadel  toit  at  the  same  time*  AU  the  knights  were 
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lodged  near  the  grand  master's  palace  in  the  samd 
quarter;  and  all  the  secular  and  married  persons,  as 
well  townsmen  as  artificers,  dwelt  in  the  lower 
town.  The  place  on  the  side  towards  the  countrj 
seems  to  be  of  a  round  figure,  but  when  seen  from 
the  sea,  represents  a  perfect  crescent.  There  are 
two  ports  belonging  to  it ;  the  largest  is  square  and 
fpacious,  but  not  very  safe  when  certain  winds  blow. 
At  the  entrance  of  this  port,  on  the  right,  stands 
the  tower  of  St  Nicholas,  a  monument  of  the  libe- 
rality of  Philip  the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy.  This 
tower,  well  provided  with  artillery,  was  joined  to  a 
bastion  that  lay  behind  it,  and  had  a  curtain  which 
ran  up  to  the  walls  of  the  town,  and  made  one  of 
the  sides  of  the  port.  On  the  other  side,  opposite 
this  tower,  stood  an  old  castle,  to  which  the  knights 
gave  the  name  of  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo.  This 
castle  and  the  tower,  which  were  somewhat  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  distant  from  one  another,  were 
built  upon  the  two  rocks,  upon  which  it  is  pretended 
that  the  feet  of  the  great  brazen  colossus  stood  in 
former  times,  and  which  was  of  so  prodigious  a  bulk, 
that  the  greatest  vessels,  as  we  are  told,  might  pass 
with  all  their  sails  spread  between  its  legs.  The 
bastion  adjoining  to  the  tower  of  St.  Nicholas,  by 
the  sea-side,  was  provided  with  nine  great  pieces  of 
cannon,  which  commanded  the  entry  of  the  port  so 
entirely,  that  no  ship  could  enter  on  any  side.  The 
Little  Port,  or  Port  of  the  Galleys,  was  covered 
towards  the  sea  with  a  narrow  neck  of  rock,  that 
ran  out  from  the  main  land,  and  had  a  castle  upon 
it,  called  by  the  knights  the  Castle  of  St.  Elme  or 
St.  Erme.  This  port  is  more  secure  than  large,  and 
may  hold  several  galleys;  but  the  mouth  of  it  is  so 
narrow,  that  there  cannot  above  one  enter  at  a 
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time.  They  shut  it  up  every  evening  with  a  chain, 
that  was  fastened  to  a  little  tower  at  the  farther 
end  of  a  raole,  which  runs  about  twenty-five  or 
thirty  paces  out  into  the  sea;  the  other  end  of  the 
chain  was  fastened  to  a  piece  of  rock,  that  jutted 
out  from  the  land  seven  or  eight  paces  from  the 
castle.  Near  the  Port  of  the  Galleys  stood  the 
arsenal,  where  they  used  to  be  built;  and  opposite 
the  bastion,  which  is  between  the  two  ports,  there 
was  a' large  tower  with  a  ditch,  and  three  great 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  defended  the  entrance  of  this 
last  port.  Above  the  prince's  palace,  and  the  inns 
of  the  languages,  were  a  great  number  of  churches, 
among  which  that  of  St.  John,  the  patron  of  the 
order,  was  remarkable  for  the  greatness  of  the  edi- 
fice, and  the  height  and  fine  workmanship  of  its 
steeple.  All  these  noble  buildings,  together  with 
the  fortifications,  both  ancient  and  modern,  made 
Rhodes  one  of  the  finest  cities  of  the  East.  It  was 
surrounded  by  a  double,  others  say  with  a  triple 
enclosure  of  walls,  fortified  with  thirteen  large 
towers,  built  after  the  antique  fashion,  five  of  which 
lay  within  a  sort  of  ravelin  and  bastion,  which  the 
historians  of  the  time  call  bulwarks :  these  bulwarks 
were  covered  by  barbacans  or  fausse-brayes,  and 
other  advanced  works.  The  ditch  was  large  and 
deep,  the  counterscarp  well  faced  and  palisaded ;  all 
that  lay  open  in  the  parts  adjacent  to  the  place  was 
exposed  to  an  infinite  number  of  batteries,  composed 
of  cannon  of  different  bores,  according  to  the  dis- 
tance of  the  places  in  view.  Rhodes  seemed  to  defy 
an  attack  on  all  sides:  and  from  the  glacis  to  the 
body  of  the  place,  there  was  nothing  but  fortifica- 
tions, and  batteries  that  suffered  no  approaches  to 
be  made  without  danger  and  loss  of  men. 
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We  have  wtid,  on  the  credit  of  the  historians  df 
ftat  age,  that  there  were  five  bulwarks  or  bastions. 
The  grand  master  committed  the  defence  of  them 
to  five  old  knights,  that  had  given  signal  proofs  of 
their  capacity  and  courage  on  many  occasions.  The 
chevalier  de  Mesnil  had  the  care  of  defending  the 
bastion  of  Auvergne;  brother  Francis  de  Carrieres 
was  posted  in  that  of  Spain ;  Nicholas  Hussey  was 
to  command  rn  that  of  England ;  Berenger  de  Lioncel 
in  that  of  Provence;  and  Atidelot  Gentili  undertook 
tp  defend  the  bastion  of  Italy.'  The  grandmaster 
distribiited,  at  the  same  time,  the  best  part  of  his 
troops  upon  the  ramparts,  and  divided  them  accord* 
ing  to 'their  quarters.  Brother  Raimond  de  Ricardy 
the  oldest  commander  of  thelanguage  of  Provence^ 
was  at  the  head  of  a  brigade,  to  take  care  of  a  post 
that  boi'e  the  Wme  name. '  Raimond  Roger,  of  the 
language  of  A\ivergne,  was  cfiosen  for  the  quarter 
of  his  language;  Joachim  de  St.  Aubin^  with  the 
French  knights,  was  to  defend  tlie  wall  from  thef 
Franque  tower,  as  fartis  the 'gate  of  Stl  Ambrose^ 
and  from  that  gate  ai^  far'as  that  of  St. George;  the 
Germans  were  posted  ttnder  the  ccmduct  of  the  com-* 
itaanderValdners^  William  Ouazon  commanded  in 
the  quarter  of  the  English ;  George  Emar  in  that  of 
Italy;  Johnde  Barbarar  and  Emard  Sollier  were 
to  defend  the  posts  of  Castile  and  Arragon,  where 
the  ditcher  were  neither  broad  nor  deep  enoughs 
The  quarter  called  St.  Mary  de  la  Yictoire-was  still 
Weaker:  the  grand  ikmsterimdertook  thc^  defence  of 
it  himself,  quitted  his  palace,  and  lodged'  at  the  foot 
of  the  wall  with'sbttre'  knights  that  he  had  reserved 
to  fight  tmder  his  own  command;  -■  and  near  his 
person. 

Besides  this  distribution,  the  grand  master  chose 
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iikcMrifle  four  lords,  all  of  them  grdnd  crosses^  to 
\irhom  they  gave  the  title  of  adjutant-captains  or 
generals,  who,  with  the  companies  under  their  com-* 
mand,  were  a  sort  of  corps  de  reserve,  and  were  to 
march  to  such  places  as  were  most  pressed*  The 
first  of  these  captains  was  d' Amaral,  whose  fidelitj 
they  did  not  as  yet  suspect.  His  business  was  to 
sustain  those  that  defended  the  posts  of  Auvergne 
and  Germany;  brother  John  Buck,  turcopilier  of 
the  order,  and  a  knight  of  the  language  of  England^ 
was  appointed  for  the  quarter  of  Spain  and  Eng- 
land ;  brother  Peter  de  Cluys,  grand  prior  of  France^ 
was  to  sustain  those  of  his  own  nation,  and  the  posts 
of  Castile  and  Portugal;  and  brother  Gregory  de 
Morgut,  grand  prior  of  Navarre,  was  assigned  to 
march  to  the  succour  of  the  posts  of  Provence  and 
Italy.  The  grand  master  added  to  these  four  lords« 
brother  Gabriel  de  Pommerois,  his  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, who,  without  having  any  settled  post  or 
quarter,  was  to  go  to  all  places  where  there  should 
be  need;  and  the  grand  master,  at  the  head  of  his 
guards,  commanded  by  the  chevalier  de  Bonneval, 
of  the  language  of  Auvergne,  reserved  the  same 
function  to  himself* 

We  have  already  observed,  that,  before  the  first 
siege,  they  carried  into  the  city  a  statue  of  the  holy 
Yirgin,  which  was  revered  in  a  church  dedicated  to 
her,  and  built  upon  Mont-Philerme.  They  took 
the  same  precaution  before  this  second  siege,  and 
all  the  clergy  and  people  went  in  procession  to  the 
church  to  take  it,  and  brought  it  into  the  city» 
whereof  she  was  considered  as  the  protectress,  and 
deposited  it  in  the  church  cf  St  Mark. 

The  tower  of  St  Nicholas  being  deemed  the  mo»t 
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importaDt  post,  and  the  key  of  Rhodes,  the  grand 
master  entrusted  the  defence  of  it  to  brother  Gnyot 
de  Castelane,  of  the  langaage  of  Provence,  an  old 
knight,  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  a  great 
number  of  brave  actions.     Twenty  knights,  and 
three  hundred  foot,  entered  into  the  fortress,  under 
his  command;  they  gave  six  hundred  men  to  the 
knights  Claude  de  St.  Prix  and  John  Boniface,  both 
Frenchmen,  and  to  Lopez  d'Aiala  and  Hugh  Capon, 
Spaniards,  to  patrole  round  the  city  nij^ht  and  day 
in  their  turn,  and  to  maintain  good  order  in  it,  with 
power  to  judge  and  condemn  malefactors  to  death, 
reserving,  however,  a  liberty  of  appeal  to  the  grand 
master.     This  prince,  fearing  that  the  four  grand 
crosses,  whom  he  had  chose  for  adjutant-captains, 
would  not,  during  the  course  of  the  siege,  be  suffi- 
cient to  carry  relief  to  all  the  places  that  should  be 
attacked,  added  four  others  to  them,  viz.  Anasta- 
sius  de  St.  Camelle,  Guyot  Dazas,  French  knights, 
Martin  Fiirsan  and  Raimond  Marquet,  Spaniards, 
and  gave  each  of  them  a  company  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men.    The  grand  marshal,  according  to 
the  rights  of  his  office,  gave  the  great  standard  of 
the  order  to  Anthony  de  Grolee,  of  the  province  of 
Dauphine,  a  knight  of  distinguished  valour,  and 
well  worthy  of  so  honorable  a  trust.   The  chevalier 
•de  Tinteville,  a  relation  of  the  grand  master's,  was 
appointed  to  carry  the  standard  of  the  holy  crucifix, 
and  the  chevalier  Henry  de  M auselle,  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  grand  master's  houshold,  carried  his 
particular  standard. 

Whilst  the  grand  master  was  employed  in  as- 
signing the  knights  their  several  employments,  and 
the  quarters  which  they  were  to  defend,  they  saw 
that  the  Turks  were  in  the  night  making  signala  of 
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fire  upon  that  part  of  the  coart  of  Lycia^  that  lies 
opposite  to  the  isle  of  Rhodes* 

The  grand  master,  that  he  might  not  neglect  any 
thing,  ordered  a  Trench  knight,  whose  name  was 
Mennetou,  to  take  his  pink,  and  go  with  a  Rhodian, 
named  Jaxi,  who  spoke  the  Turkish  language,  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  these  fires.  The  French 
knight,  pursuant  to  his  orders,  put  to  sea,  and, 
coming  pretty  near  the  coast,  he  perceived  several 
Turkish  soldiers,  disguised  like  merchants,  stand- 
ing by  the  side  of  a  fountain.  Jaxi  asked  them  the 
reason  of  their  signals,  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
quired for  a  Turkish  merchant  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  had  formerly  traded  at  Rhodes.  They  answered 
him,  that  that  merchant  was  not  far  off;  that  he 
was  coming  thither,  and  that  he  might  see  him  if 
he  would  come  ashore.  The  Rhodian  excused  him- 
self, unless  they  would  send  a  hostage  to  his  com^ 
mander:  the  Turks  agreed  to  it;  the  exchange 
was  made ;  but,  as  soon  as  Jaxi  was  ashore,  these 
perfidious  wretches,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
bound  him,  hurried  him  away  to  Constantinople, 
and  delivered  him  toPyrrhus  basha,  the  author  and 
director  of  this  act  of  treachery.  Mennetou  thought 
to  take  his  revenge  on  the  Turkish  hostage ;  but, 
on  his  return  to  Rhodes,  they  found  that  he  was 
oqly  a  sorry  peasant,  whom  they  had  dressed  in  fk 
silk  vest,  and  from  whom  the  grand  master  and 
council  could  get  no  information. 

In  the  meantime  Pyrrhus,  having  the  Rhodian 
in  his  power,  endeavoured  to  get  an  account  from 
bim  of  the  state  of  the  city  of  Rhodes;  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  gain  upon  him  by  civilities  and  hopes  of 
great  reward,  he  put  him  to  such  violent  torture 
(or  several  days  together,  that  the  Greek,  no  longer 
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oole  to  bear  it,  answered  to  the  interrogatories  thai 
were  put  to  him,  and  died  sooii  after.  Pyrrhus  ac-r 
quainted  the  grand  seignior  with  the  Rhodian's  de« 
position,  and  assured  his  master,  that  there  were  not 
above  five  or  six  thousand  men  in  arms  at  Rhodes. 
Solyman  resolved  immediately  to  beg^n  the  siege; 
but  as  it  was  a  rule  with  him  never  to  begin  any 
war  without  a  previoqs  declaration  of  it,  he  sent 
one  by  an  express,  who  went  into  Lycia;  and,  ac- 
coi-ding  to  custom,  made  the  usual  signals  by  fireSj, 
as  had  been  done  by  those  who  carried  off  Jaxi« 

The  grand  master,  who  did  not  know  of  his  deaths 
immediately  thought  that  the  Turks  had  sent  him 
bacfc^  and  thereupon  sent  a  galley,  commanded  by 
a  knight,  Boniface  d'Aluys,  to  receive  him.  When 
he  arrived  near  the  coast,  he  saw  some  Turks  on 
horseback,  who,  without  making  mention  of  Jaxi, 
told  him  they  were  come  with  letters  from  the 
grand  seignior  to  the  grand  master,  and  that  if  they 
would  wait  a  little  they  would  fetch  them;  inviting 
at  the  same  time,  tbe  trucheman,  or  interpreter  of 
the  galley,  to  come  ashore  and  receive  them.  But 
the  chevalier  d'Aluys,  fearful  pf  another  trick  like 
to  that  which  was  played  the  chevalier  de  Menne- 
toil,  would  not  suffer  him  to  leave  the  vessel.  Being 
likewise  apprehensive  of  another  ambuscade,  and 
of  there  being  some  vessels  iq  readiness  to  surprise 
lind  seize  his  vessel,  he  told  them,  that  he  woul4 
set  sail  that  very  moment,  and  that  if  they  had  any 
letters  to  send  to  the  grand  master,  they  might  de- 
liyer  them  to  him.  The  Turks,  seeing  him  ready  to 
sail,  tied  the  packet  of  letters  to  a  stone^  and  threw 
it  on  ship-board.  He  carried  the  packet  to  the 
grand  master:  it  was  opened  in  full  council:  they 
^ui)4  in  it  a  letter  of  Solyman,  in  the  forio'^f  a  4^: 
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eUration  of  war,  directed  to  the  grand  master,  to 
the  knights,  and  to  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
Rhodes.  This  letter  of  defiance  was  drawn  up 
nearlj  in  these  terms. 

''  The  continual  robberies  with  which  you  infest 
our  faithful  subjects,  and  the  insults  jou  offer  to 
our  imperial  majesty,  oblige  us  to  require  you  to 
deliyer  up  to  us  immediately  the  island  and  fortress 
of  Rhodes.  If  you  do  it  readily,  we  swear,  by  the 
God  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  by  the  wx-and* 
twenty  thousand  prophets,  and  the  four  musaphi 
that  fell  from  heayen,  and  by  our  great  prophet 
Mahomet,  that  you  shall  have  free  liberty  to  go 
out  of  the  island,  and  the  inhabitants  to  stay  there, 
without  the  least  injury  being  done  to  you:  but  if 
you  do  not  immediately  submit  to  our  orders,  you 
shall  be  all  cut  to  pieces  with  our  terrible  sword, 
and  the  towers,  bastions  and  walls  of  Rhodes,  shall 
be  laid  level  with  the  grass  that  grows  at  the  foot 
of  all  those  fortifications." 

This  letter  was  no  great  surprise  to  the  council; 
and  they  resolved,  that  if  the  grand  seignior  should 
attack  the  island,  to  answer  him  only  with  their 
cannon.  But  before  the  enemy  appeared,  and  that 
they  were  obliged  to  enter  upon  action,  the  grand 
master  ordered  them  to  prepare  themselves  for  it 
by  fasting  and  prayer :  he  himself  first  set  them  the 
example  of  it,  and  the  moments  which  he  could 
spare  from  the  toils  of  government,  he  spent  in  de- 
votion before  the  altar.  Fontanus,  a  contemporary 
historian,  and  eye-witnesi  of  what  passed  at  the 
siege,  in  the  relation  which  he  has  left  us  of  it,  ob* 
serves,  that  tho  knights  and  (itis«ns  of  RM9  Md 
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MB  much  confidence  in  his  prayerg  nn  in  hit  ralonr ; 
mid  it  was  a  common  saying  among^  them,  that, 
under  90  pions  a  prince,  heaven  would  interpose  for 
the  preservation  of  his  dominions. 

As  the  isle  of  Rhodes  was  inhabited  by  two  dif- 
ferent nations,  each  of  them  had  their  own  metro* 
polttan,  both  in  the  nomination  of  the  grand  master. 
Leonard  Balestein  then  enjoyed  that  dignity  with 
regard  to  the  Latins,  and  a  caloyer  or  monk  of  St. 
Basil,  called  Clement,  was  archbidiop  of  the  Greeks. 
These  two  prelates  lived  in  perfect  harmony,  and 
made  it  their  whole  business  to  maintain  peace  be- 
tween their  diocesans.  The  Latin  archbishop  was  a 
very  fine  speaker :  he  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
preachers  of  his  age.  However,  as  the  Turks  always 
treated  their  Greek  subjects  more  favourably  than 
the  Latins,  the  grand  master  was  not  without  ap- 
prehensions, that  the  Greek  inhabitants  of  the  isles 
of  the  order  might  possibly  be  seduced  by  this  dis« 
tinction  in  their  favour,  and  therefore  engaged  the 
two  metropolitans,  in  their  sermons,  to  exhort  their 
diocesans  to  fight  courageously  against  the  enemies 
of  the  faith.  Both  the  prelates  acquitted  themselves 
in  this  point  with  zeal,  and  succeeded  in  it  without 
difficulty.  The  fidelity  of  the  Rhodians  to  the  order 
was  not  to  be  shaken :  not  only  from  the  inviolable 
attachment  which  they  dimfovered  for  the  true  reli- 
gion, but  likewise  because  the  knights  had  always 
governed  with  great  justice  and  moderation ;  the 
surest  bond  in  nature  between  a  sovereign  and  his 
subjects. 

In  the  meantime  the  Turkish  fleet  set  sail;  thirty 
galleys  advanced  before  it.  The  commander,  as  he 
passed  along  the  coasts  of  the  isle  of  Lango,  or  Coos, 
landed  some  troops  to  ravage  it :  but  these  plun- 
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derers  were  so  yigotoiaAj  charged,  upon  their  land-^ 
tag,  by  Prejan  de  Bidoux,  great  prier  of  StGiles^ 
governor  of  the  Uland,  that  they  were  forced  to  re-" 
embark  with  some  lois.  This  commander  being  inr^ 
formed  by  the  prisoners,  that  those  galleys,  and  thef 
main  body  of  the  fleet  which  followed  them,  were 
steering  directly  for  Rhodes,  sent  to  ask  the  grand 
master  leave  to  come  to  him,  and  serve  the  order  in 
the  fliege.  The  grand  master,  who  knew  his  capa^ 
city  and  long  experience  in  war,  was  equally  af<* 
fected  with  his  zeal  and  courage.  He  readily  sent 
him  the  orders  that  he  asked,  and  the  brave  knight, 
upon  the  receipt  of  them,  went  on  board  a  brigan- 
tine,  and  in  the  night  got  into  the  port  of  Rhodes, 
without  being  discovered  by  the  Turks.  The  grand 
master  embraced  him  tenderly,  commended  him 
highly,  and  not  to  leave  his  talents,  particularly  his 
vigilance,  unemployed,  he  gave  him  the  commia* 
sion  of  visiting  the  several  posts  of  the  place,  and 
of  commanding  at  all  the  batteries  jointly  with  the 
bailijBT  of  Manosque. 

They  likewise  brought  over  from  the  other  islet 
of  the  order,  and  particnlarly  from  Nizarro,  the 
greatest  part  of  its  inhabitants ;  a  set  of  brave  men, 
accustomed  to  cruise  at  sea,  and  combat  -against 
the  infidels.  The  grand  master  took  this  resolution, 
because  the  only  thing  they  had  to  do  in  this  war 
was  to  save  the  capital :  and  if  the  order  could  but 
maintain  its  ground  there,  the  other  islands  would 
be  either  preserved,  or  at  least  be  easily  recovered. 

When  these  inhabitants  were  landed,  they  put 
them  into  the  castles  of  Lindo,  Feracle,  and  the 
other  fortreasef  of  the  island :  some  gallant  knights 
were  likewise  put  into  those  places  to  command 
them;  their  orders  were^  that,  if  they  shonUi  \f9 
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besieged,  they  skotild  hold  out  as  lon|^  as  possible^ 
to  gain  time,  and  pat  off  the  siege  of  the  capital; 
and  if  the  infidels  did  not  attack  them,  to  go  often 
out  on  parties,  and  try  to  sarprise  the  stragglers 
.^from  the  main  army. 

The  Turkish  fleet,  after  making  the  coast  of 
Lycia^  appeared  at  last  within  sight  of  Rhodes,  and 
stopped  in  shallow  water  about  eight  miles  or  three 
leagues  from  thence :  but  not  finding  a  good  bot« 
torn,  and  the  place  being  likewise  exposed,  at  that 
season,  to  the  westerly  winds,  Curtogli  weighed 
anchor,  and  went  to  land  on  the  other  side,  on  a 
lee-shore,  where  there  was  good  anchorage^  at  a 
place  called  Pararabolin,  six  miles  from  the  city. 
There  afterwards  came  thither,  from  the  ports  of 
Syria,  Palestine  and  Egypt,  a  great  number  of 
vessels,  laden  with  troops  and  ammunition :  so  that 
when  the  Turks  had  collected  all  their  forces,  they 
computed  no  less  than  four  hundred  sail  in  their 
fleet;  and  tha  land  army  consisted  of  a  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  men,  without  reckoning  sixty 
thousand  pioneers,  which  Soljman  had  drawn  out 
of  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  and  the  mountains  of 
Serria,  Bosnia  and  WaUachia,  where  most  of  them 
had  been  bred  to  digging  under  ground,  and  work* 
ing  in  mines. 

The  grand  master,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
quitted  his  palace^  and  posted  himself  near  the 
church  of  St*  Marie  de  la  Victoire,  to  be  the  more 
within  reach  of  succouring  the  posts  that  diould  be 
attacked.  During  the  first  thirteen  days  the  infidels 
were  continually  employed  in  transporting  their 
troops  from  the  ports  of  Fischo  and  M aery  into  the 
ble  of  RhodeSi  *nd  in  landing  the  heavy  artillery, 
proTisions  and  ammunition.    Yi^hen  all  was  landed. 
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they  held  a  council  of  war  about  the  different  ope- 
rations of  the  army.  Some  officers  were  of  opinion^ 
that  they  should  begin  with  attacking  the  castle  of 
Lindo>  and  the  other  fortresses  of  the  island,  which 
the  knights  had  built  to  hinder  the  making  of  de^ 
scents;  and  they  represented,  that  the  troops  wbicli 
were  in  those  places  might  surprise  and  intercept 
their  convoys,  and  cut  to  pieces  any  parties  that 
might  straggle  abroad  for  forage;  but  Peri  or 
Pyrrhus  basha,  the  son  of  a  renegade  Epirot,  was 
against  this  sentiment,  and  represented,  that  they 
should  lose  no  time,  which  was  too  precious  to  be 
thrown  away,  in  reducing  these  little  places;  that 
they  ought  to  advance  directly  to  the  capital,  the 
taking  of  which  would  make  all  those  castles  fall  of 
course;  and,  with  regard  to  the  parties  which  might 
disturb  tiieir  convoys  and  foragers,  they  might 
easily  secure  themselves  from  any  apprehensions  of 
that  nature,  by  sending  such  strong  escorts,  that  the 
Christians  durst  not  attack  them. 

The  general  declared  himself  for  this  lattw  opi- 
nion: Rhodes  was* invested;  they  began  to  open  die 
trenches  out  of  the  reach  of  eannon^sliot,  and  when 
they  were  nearer  the  town,  the  infidels  raised  a  bat* 
tery,  which  was  immediately  dismounted  by  the 
artillery  of  the  place.  Nothing  could  appear  in  the 
plain  but  it  was  immediately  battered,  and  felt  the 
fury  of  the  cannon ;  and  the  knights  making  fre- 
quent sallies,  killed  a  great  number  of  the  enemy^ 
cleared  the  trenches,  and  filled  up  their  first  works. 
The  Turks  began  them  again,  and  raised  new  bat- 
teries; but  notwithstanding  their  being  covered 
with  sheds,  gabionsiandshoulder^works,  the  knights^ 
with  their  continual  fire,  mined  all  their  works,  and 
destroyed  such  a<  managed  tiie  artillery  of  the  in^K 
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fidels.  The  sword  made  great  havoc  of  what  th€ 
cannon  spared :  every  day  there  was  some  skirmish 
or  other^  and  no  sallies  were  made,  bat  all  the  Turks 
in  the  trenches  were  cut  to  pieces. 

The  Turkish  soldiers,  who  were  used  to  make 
prognostics  from  the  first  skirmishes,  presaged  no 
good  to  themselves  with  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
siege :  the  janizaries,  and  even  their  .very  officers, 
found  the  valour  of  the  knights  so  much  superior  to 
the  great  character  that  had  bf  en  given  them  of  it, 
that  they  complained  of  being  led  to  the  slaughter. 
Resides,  from  the  prudent  precautions  of  the  grand 
master,  the  island  was  a  kind  of  desert;  no  inhabi- 
tants, no  provisions  nor  forage,  neither  could  the 
soldiers  straggle  abroad  in  quest  of  any,  but  they 
W(;re  presently  surprised  by  parties  that  sallied  out 
of  the  castles  of  the  island;  and  these  parties,  who 
were  always  lying  in  one  ambuscade  or  other, 
killed  all  that  fell  into  their  hands.  A  war  so  toilr 
some  and  bloody,  the  extraordinary  fortificatioifs  of 
Rhodes,  the  continual  fire  of  the  artillery,  the  fre- 
quent  sallies,  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  which  they 
were  forced  to  be  very  careful  of,  because  they 
could  get  none  but  from  beyond  sea,  the  little,  or 
rather  no  hopes  of  booty,  and  yet  less  of  recom- 
pence,  in  the  absence  of  their  sovereign,  their  small 
confidence  in  a  young  general  that  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  pleasures  of  the  seraglio,  all  this  contri^ 
))uted  to  the  distaste,  and  even  the  murmur ings  of 
the  officers  as  well  as  the  soldiers.  A  spirit  of  mu- 
tiny, under  a  general  that  had  not  credit  enough 
with  them,  soon  succeeded  to  these  murmurs;  and 
}f  an  attack  was  to  be  made,  or  a  sally  to  be  re- 
pulsed, the  troops  could  not  be  brought  to  advance 
\knt  yf'xih  reluctance^  ^nd  like  mep  th^t  did  not  be« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tkK   KiriGHtft   OF  MALtA.  319 

keve  they  could  vanquish^  or  help  being  yiUiquished* 
In  &ne,  the  fear  of  danger  made  obedience  lau-^ 
gulsh,  and  all  respect  for  command  liiras  lost. 

Peri  basha,  to  whom  Solyman  had  given  parti-^ 
cnlar  orders  to  send  him  an  exact  account  of  every 
thing  that  passed  at  the  siege,  thought  himself 
obliged  to  let  him  know  the  discouragement  and 
despondency  of  his  army :  and  he  observed  in  hb 
letter,  that  nothing  but  his  presence  could  root  out 
the  seeds  of  rebellion,  and  reanimate  the  courage 
of  his  soldiers.  The  bashas  that  were  left  about  the 
sultan,  and  composed  his  council,  were  against  hit 
committing  himself  to  the  hazards  of  the  sea;  but 
the  prince,  jealous  of  his  glory,  and  having  the  ex^ 
ample  of  his  father  Selim,  and  the  sultans  his  an- 
cestors before  his  eyes  :  and  being  likewise  persuaded^ 
that  the  single  presence  of  a  sovereign  surmounta 
the  greatest  difflcultiesi  resolved  to  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  and  accordingly  set  out  for 
Lycia  with  a  body  of  15000  men* 

Whilst  this  prince  was  on  his  march,  a  Turkish 
woman,  who  was  slave  to  a  townsman  of  Rhodes^ 
either  from  a  zeal  for  her  false  religion,  or  in  hopes 
of  r/eceiving  her  liberty,  formed  alone  an  enterprise 
that  a  hundred  thousand  Turks  could  not.  bring 
about.  As  the  knights  and  the  infidels  were  fighting 
every  day,  she,  in  order  to  make  a  diversion  that 
might  facilitate  the  attacks  of  the  Turks,  resolved 
to  set  fire  to  the  principal  places  of  the  city ;  but  as 
it  was  impossible  for  her  to  execute  this  project 
alone,  she  communicated  it  to  some  other  slaves  of 
her  own  country  and  religion*  These,  influenced  by 
the  same  motives,  and  by  her  persuasion,  entered 
into  the  plot.  The  ^oman  found  a  way  to  give  the 
Turkish  generald  notice  of  her  de^gn;  andj  in  con- 
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cert  with  them,  she  fixed  the  conipirators  a  day  for 
this  conflagration^  and  the  quarter  wherein  they 
were  to  light  it.     These  measures  were  so  well  ta- 
ken, that  Rhodes  must  have  fallen  by  the  enter- 
prise of  thifl  woman,  had  not  one  of  the  slayes  acci* 
dentally  dropped  a  word  that  discovered  the  secret 
of  the  conspiracy.    They  were  immediately  seized, 
and  all  of  them,  when  put  to  the  rack,  owned  their 
plot;   the  woman  was  the  only  person  that  did  not 
submit  to  the  force  of  pain,  but  endured  the  most 
violent  tortures,  without  making  the  least  confes* 
ston.     But  her  accomplices  being  confronted  with* 
her,  and  maintaining  that  she  was  the  only  person 
that  engaged  them  in  this  conspiracy,  the  judges 
ordered  her  to  be  hanged«    They  quartered*  all  the 
other  conspirators,  and  their  limbs  were  fixed  up  in 
several  places  of  the  city,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
rest  of  the  slaves,  and  all  that  might  afterwards  he 
tempted  to  form  a  like  enterprise. 

The  sultan  in  the  meantime  pasnng  thrcmgh  Ca-* 
ria  and  Lycia,  arrived  at  Portofischo.  Hia  vessels 
eame  thither  to  take  him  on  board  with  the  troops 
that  served  for  his  escort;  and  he  came  into  the  ide 
of  Rhodes  to  his  camp,  where  he  was  received  with 
the  salvos  of  artillery,  and  the  sound  of  drums, 
trumpets  and  other  warlike  instruments.  His  pre-* 
sence  put  a  stop  to  the  ranrmurs  of  the  soldiery,  and 
made  them  dread  a  chastisement.  He  declared  that 
the  only  design  of  his  coming  was  to  punish  h  re- 
bellious army,  and  decimate  or  put  to  death,  every' 
tenth  soldier,  calling  them  cowards  at  the  same 
time :  but  Peri  basha,  who  had  a  great  influence 
ever  him,  represented  to  him  that  the  janizaries; 
and  even  the  bravest  of  that  body  of  troops,  were 
the  very  men  that  appeared  most  mutinous ;  that  ha 
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could  not  punish  them  without  discouraging  the 
rest,  and  that  therefore,  in  a  siege  of  such  difficulty 
and  importance,  it  were  better  to  overlook  their 
fault,  or  else  to  make  them  sensible  of  it  by  such 
reproaches  as  should  inspire  them  with  their  wonted 
bravery. 

This  prince,  after  having  concerted  with  his  mi-* 
nisterwhat  behaviour  he  should  put  on  with  regard 
to  his  troops,  ordered  them  to  appear  before  him 
without  their  arms,  and  caused  them  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  the  15000  men  that  he  had  brought  with 
him  to  the  siege.     They  had  erected  a  high  and 
magnificent  throne  for  him.     The  prince,  armed 
with  majesty,  ascended  it  with  a  fierce  and  stately 
air,  and  sat  there  for  some  time  without  once  open- 
ing his  lips,  casting  dreadful  looks  on  every  side, 
which  the  trembling  soldier  considered  as  the  fore- 
runners of  death.    At  last,  breaking  this  dismal  si- 
lence, '*  Was  I,"  says  he,  "  to  have  addressed  my- 
self to  soldiers,  I  would  have  allowed  you  to  appear 
before  me  with  your  arms ;  but  since  I  am  forced 
to  direct  piy  discourse  to  wretched  slaves,  weakei^ 
and  more  faint-hearted  than  women,  and  who  can- 
not stand  the  bare  shout  of  their  enemies,  it  is  not 
fitting  that  cowards  should  dishonour  our  arms',  and 
the  characteristics  of  valour.  I  would  gladly  know, 
if,  whether  upon  landing  in  this  island,  you  flat- 
tered yourselves  that  the  knights  would   prove 
greater  cowards  than  yourselves,  and  in  a  dread  of 
your  arms  should  bring  you  their  own,  and  come  in 
a  servile  manner  to  oflEer  their  hands  and  feet  to  the 
irons  with  which  you  should  be  pleased  to  load 
them.  In  order  to  undeceive  and  cure  you  of  such 
a  ridiculous  mistake,  know,  that  in  the  person  of 
these  knighttr,  we  are  to  fight  with  the  flower  of  the 
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Christian  world,  with  brave  men,  trained  up  frontf 
their  infancy  in  the  profession  of  arms ;  we  are  to 
fight  with  cruel  and  fierce  lious,  greedy  of  the  blood 
of  Muflsulmen,  and  who  will  not  quit  their  haunt 
but  to  a  superior  force.    It  is  their  courage  which 
has  excited  our  own.  I  imagined  that  in  attacking 
them  I  should  meet  with  an  enterprise  and  dangers 
that  were  worthy  of  my  valour.     And  is  it  from 
you,  base  and  efiemiuate  soldiers,  that  I  am  to  ex- 
pect a  conquest ;  you  that  are  flying  from  the  eiic^ 
my  before  you  have  looked  him  iu  the  face,  and 
would  have  deserted,  had  it  not  been  for  the  sea 
that  encompasses  you  7  but  before  such  a  disgmca 
shall  happen  to  me,  I  am  resolved  to  exercise  such 
exemplary  justice  on  the  cowards,  that  the  severity 
of  their  punishment  shall  keep  such  in  their  duty  as 
might  be  tempted  to  imitate  them." 
.   Scarce  had  the  sultan  ended  these  words,  when, 
upon  a  signal  given  to  the  armed  soldiers  that  sur*- 
rounded  the  others,  they  drew  their  swords,  as  if 
they  were  going  to  massacre  their  comrades.  Those 
wretches,  at  the  sight  of  the  drawn  swords,  whose 
points  were  turned  against  them,  fell  upon  their 
knees,  and  cried  aloud  to  the  sultan  for  mercy. 
Then  Peri,  and  the  other  generals,  in  concert  with 
the  prince,  drew  near  his  throne  with  the  most  pro- 
found reverence,  and  besought  him,  in  the  most 
submissive  expressions,  to  pardon  those  soldiers,  who, 
as  Peri  said,  had  behaved  manfully  on  other  occa- 
sions, but  who  in  this  had  been  unhappily  misled  by 
an  evil  genius  and  a  panic  terror.  The  basha  added, 
that  they  were  ready  to  wash  out  their  faults  with 
their  blood,  and  his  head  should  answer  to  his  high- 
ness for  their  hearty  sorrow  and  repentance.  Though 
Solyuxan's  design  was  only  to  reclaim  his  troops,  and 
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bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  yet  in  order  to 
maintain  before  them  the  character  of  an  incensed 
prince,  and  engage  the  soldiers  to  blot  out  the  re- 
membrance of  their  cowardice  by  some  daring  acr 
tion  of  extraordinary  valour.  *'  I  suspend/*  says  he 
to  Peri,  "  at  your  request,  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty :  but  let  them  go  seek  their  pardon  in  the 
bastions  and  upon  the  bulwarks  of  our  enemies/' 
With  these  words  he  dismissed  the  assembly. 

This  discourse,  so  seasonably  mixed  with  severity 
and  clemency,  inspired  the  troops  with  their  wonted 
boldness  and  ancient  valour.  The  officers  especially, 
to  wipe  off  the  ill  opinion  that  the  sultan  had  en* 
tertained  of  their  courage,  eagerly  demanded  to  be 
placed  in  the  most  dangerous  posts.  The  very  per^ 
sons,  who,  before  Solyman's  arrival,  had  blamed 
this  enterprise,  found  it  then  easy  and  glorious;  one 
would  not  have  taken  them  for  the  same  men :  they 
were  all  on  fire  to  signalize  their  courage,  and  it 
may  be  safely  said,  that  it  is  only  from  this  day  we 
are  to  date  the  commencement  of  the  siege. 

The  soldiers  and  pioneers  carried  on  the  trenches 
without  intermission.  They  worked  at  them  in  the 
day  as  well  as  in  the  night,  and  they  were  frequently 
relieved  by  various  detachments  of  troops,  that  suc- 
ceeded one  another.  The  grand  master,  seeing  them 
sustained  by  strong  brigades,  did  not  think  fit  to 
continue  his  sallies,  in  which  the  loss  of  one  knight 
was  of  greater  consequence  to  him  than  fifty  soldiers 
to  Soiyman ;  so  that  the  infidels,  having  nothing  to 
fear  but  the  fire  of  the  place,  laboured  with  so  much 
vigour,  that  they  carried  on  their  works  as  far  ag 
the  counterscarp :  and  in  order  to  make  their  lines 
the  stronger,  they  faced  them  on  the  outside  with 
beams  of  timber  and  planks  tied  together.    They 
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next  augmented  their  batteries;  from  which,  for 
several  days  together,  thej  fired  incessantly  npon 
the  city.  The  Turks  flattered  themselves,  that  they 
fhoold  speedily  destroy  the  fortifications,  but  had 
notice  sent  them  by  the  Jew»  who  served  them  as  a 
vpj  in  Rhodes,  that  their  cannon  had  scarce  so  much 
as  grazed  the  battlements  of  the  wall,  whether  their 
batteries  were  ill  placed,  or  iheir  cannon  not  well 
pointed.  He  added,  that  the  knights;  from  the  top 
of  the  steeple  of  St.  John,  saw  every  tiding  that 
»  passed  in  their  camp,  and  the  parts  adjacent;  and 
that  if  the  Christians  should  happen  to  plant  some 
piece  of  artillery  on  the  top  of  that  steeple,  they 
might  either  kill  the  sultan  as  he  was  visiting  the 
works,  or  such  as  carried  his  orders.  These  advices 
determined  the  besiegers  to  change  the  situation  of 
their  batteries:  they  pointed  one,  among  the  rest, 
against  St  John's  steeple,  which  was  demolished  by 
the  first  cannon  shot  that  they  fired. 

These  barbarians,  finding  Rhodes  covered,  and 
buried  as  it  were,  under  fortifications,  resolved  to 
raise  two  cavaliers,  that  should  be  higher  than  those 
works,  and  command  the  city  and  bulwarks.  Tlie 
soldiers  and  pioneers,  by  the  general's  orders, 
brought  earth  and  stones,  for  several  days  together, 
which  they  placed  between  the  posts  of  Spain  and 
Auvergne,  over  against  the  bastion  of  Italy.  As 
these  two  places  lay  exposed  to  the  cannon  of  the 
fortress,  it  would  be  impossible  to  express  what  a 
prodigious  number  of  Turkish  soldiers  and  pioneers 
perished  in  this  work :  but  Mustapha,  in  order  to 
advance  it,  made  no  scruple  of  throwing  away  the 
livesof  those  poor  wretches:  the  work  at  last  ap- 
peared like  two  little  hills,  which  were  ten  or  twelve 
feet  higher  than  the  wall,  and  fully  commanded  it. 
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The  general  and  the  other  bashafl  then  made  A 
distribution  of  the  several  attacks.  Mustapha  took 
upon  himself  that  of  the  bulwark  of  England ;  Peri 
that  of  the  post  of  Italy ;  Aehmet  b^a,  a  great 
engineer,  undertook  the  attack  of  the  bastions  of 
Spain  and  Auvergne;  but  as  they  seemed  to  be  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  a  great  number 
of  knights,  the  sultan  would  have  this  last  badia 
sustained  by  the  aga  of  the  janizaries.  The  b^ler** 
bei  of  Anatolia  commanded  in  the  trenches  opposite 
to  the  post  of  Provence,  and  the  begler^-bri  of  Ro- 
mania was  to  attack  the  tower  of  St.  Nichols;  all 
these  generals  caused  a  continual  fire  to  be  made. 

The  post  of  Germany  was  the  first  attacked;  the 
Turks  planted  several  batteries  against  the  wall; 
ihey  did  not  think  it  oonld  long  resist  the  Tiolence 
of  the  cannon,  because  it  had  no  platform  of  earth: 
but  the  grand  master  repaired  thiliier  immediately » 
and  caiised  it  to  be  supported  on  the  inside  by  earthy 
beams  of  timber,  and  fascines;  and  as  the  artillery 
which  was/placed  on  the  gate  of  his  palace,  a  place 
of  great  hj^ght,  commanded  the  batteries  of  the  in- 
fidels, the.Christian  cannoneers  diemolished  them^ 
end  broke  to  pieces  their  gabions,  sheds  and  para^ 
pets»  Their  only  remedy  was  to  make  new  onet^  ' 
which,  however,  did  not  last  longer  than  the  first: 
the  cannon 'of  the  town  di|&  sure  execution,  and 
beat  down  all  it  was  levelled  at,  whereas  that  of  the  ^ 
infidels  being  ill  managed,  and  pointed  against  a 
place  of  such  height,  and  always  keeping  the  same 
line  and  point  of  elevation,  passed  above  the  wall 
and  shot  at  random.  We  may  siippose  that  their 
gunners  were  as  yet  wholly  ignorant  of  the  method 
of  lowering  their  cannon^  and  making  it  bear  down- 
wards against  the  foot  of  the  wall» 
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The  basha,  diBCoardged  ^t  the  little  service  ht^ 
batteries  ha^^  P^^fH'f'iied^  remove^^nd  pUutf^^tBeni 
against  th^  tower  of  Sjt.NichoUs.  We  haMC.obier«d 
in  tiie  former  book,  .^iifj^g  the  musterihip  of.th^' 
graiid' master  d'4M^>^^.^n»'^*^    ilLsucc(^4tf  the  a*» 
tacks' of  the^bashas  Pjaleolpguai;  mnr  was  that  of  the 
begler-bei  pf  Rpm^nia  mpr?.  si^ccewfuL  .  The.  bathp 
blattered  the  t^wer  with  .t^yp lye.  great  brass  ganSr- 
bat  had  th^  mortificati9ff  .to.  see  his.  jcannotn  dis-^^ 
mounted^  ^nd  his  b^tt^ri^,  ruined  by  those  of  the 
tower.  Tp  renDte4y  ihifk  effecit*  .whidi  was  owing  ta^ 
the  skill  o(lthe  Christian  gunners,  he  resolved  .to &e 
only  by  ,^igl\^«  and..btt,rie4  his.  cannon  and  gabiow 
in  the  sand  darii^g  the  ^^y .:  as  soon  as  night  xame 
they  planted  t^em  again  on  the  platform,  and  above 
five  hnn^ired  p^non-shpt  stinking  thai  pari,  of  the 
wall  that  Jlookeil  towards  the  west>  it  was  shaken 
down^in^o  the  ditch,  ^  .    .    '      •       ^ 

The  basha  was  delighted  at  the  efiect  of  his  noc- 
turnal battery,  and  fed  himself  with  vain  hopes  of 
carrying  that  work  at  the  first  assault:  but  he  was 
greatly, surprised  to  see  ^  new  wallappe^  behind 
the  ruins  ^  the  fifst,. strengthened  with. a  rampart 
and  parapet,  and  lined  ^ith  artillery  to  prevent  all 
approaches  to  iiL  I{e  was  now  forced  to  take  a  re-' 
solution  of  beginning  anew  to  batter  this  second . 
wall.  ,.,.,. 

Solyman  being  informed  of  it,  sent  to  reconnoitre 
it:  they  gave  him  an;account  Uiat  this  tower  waa 
the  strongest  part  of  the  place^jiot  only  by  its  situa* 
tion  on  a  rock,  which  ^9^  proof  against  the^sap,  and 
could  have  no  mine  put  in  it,  but/likewise  by  the 
difierent  ^works  added  to  it  since. the  last  siege;  and 
that,  under  the  rei£:n  of  Mahomet  IL,  the  .basha. 
Paleolog|us  had  been,  oblige^,  to  give  ovec  thifr* 
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attack.  Theae  considerations  determined  the  snl^n 
to  remove  his  batterieA  to  another  place.  Mustipha, 
by  his  orders,  directed  his  attack  against  the  prin- 
cipal bastions  of  the  place;  a  prodigious  train  of 
artillery  battered  them  coritinnally,  nrght'and  day, 
for  a  month  together.  The  chevalier  de  Bafbaran, 
who  commanded  at  that  of  JSpain^-wis  killed  by  & 
cannon-ball.  He  was  socbedd^d  in  his  command  by 
the  chevalier  John^  d'Omedes,  afterwards  grand 
master,  of  the  language  of  Arragon,  who,  in  de- 
fending that  post,  a  (bw  dayrafter  lost  ata  eye  1)y 
a  musket  ball.  The  Tutk0  battered  all  these  bas- 
tions at  the  same  timie ;  that  of  England  was  greatly 
damaged.  A  new  wall,  which  they  had  made  there, 
was  •  entirely  destroyed  by  the  canhon  of  the  infi^ 
ddbs,  but  the  old  one  slo6d  firm  against  all  the  fury 
of  the  artillery:'  the  ^rand  master  ran  thither,  and 
findings  the  Turks  obstinatdy  bent  on  'that  attack, 
he  lodged  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  and,  for 
fear  of  an  assault,  caused  a  reinforcement  of  fifty 
knights  to  enter  the  bastiori.  ' 

That  of  Italy  was  in  a  still  wor^  condition :  se» 
venteen  pieces  of  cannon,  firing  on  it  day  and  night, 
had  almost  demolidied  the  whole  wall.  The  grand 
master,  by  Martimngo's  advice,  ih  order  to  dbtain 
time  to  make  cutp  and  ifnti^encfaiAents  behind  the 
breach,  before  the 'infidels' could  mount  tb  the  as- 
sault, ordered  two  hundred  faien  to  sally  out,  under 
the  cdnunand  of  a  serving,  brother,  called  Bartho- 
lomew, and  Benedict  Scaratnose, 'an  engineer,  who 
had  been  brought  up  under  Martinengo :  they  ]Sre-' 
cipit^ted  themselves  into  the  trendies  sword  in  hand, 
surprised  the*Turks,  killed  or  put  to  flight  all  that 
ih^j  jDfit,  and  before  they 'raaade  their  retr^t,  filled 
pp  a  great  manj  yards  of  the  trenches.  The  Turka 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39S  HlfTOaT  OF 

did  not  fail,  as  that  expert  engineer  had  foreseen, 
to  hasten  to  driire  them  back :  but  as  they  were 
forced  to  pass  hy  a  place  that  lay  open  and  exposed^ 
the  artillery  of  the  fortreas,  which  they  had  planted 
onthatiide,  UDed  a  preat  number  of  them,  and, 
by  the  help  of  a  continnal  fire,  the  Christiana,  who 
had  made  the  sally,  got  back  into  the  city  witiumt 
any  considerable  logs. 

Whilst  this  skirmish  lasted,  part  of  the  knights 
were  busy  in  digging  ditches,  and  making  cross- 
cut^ and  intrenchments,  to  hinder  the  enemy  from 
making  a  lodgment  upon  the  breach,  whilst  others 
of  them,  with  musket-shot,  killed  aU  that  durst  ad^ 
Taoce  near  it  The  cannon  of  the  place  played 
upon,  and  reached  such  as  were  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, so  that  whatever  appeared  was  struck  down 
immediately.  Most  of  the  batteries  of  the  infidds 
were  ruined;  their  gabions  and  sheds  were  beaten 
to  pieces :  and  their  shoulder* works  could  not  saye 
those  that  were  employed  about  the  artillery  from 
being  taken  o4^by  that  of  the  town. 

Soly  man's  general  of  the  ordnance,  a  renegade^ 
a  man  well  skilled  in  his  profession,  had  both  his 
legs  carried  off  by  a  cannon  diot^  which  also  killed 
£ve  men  with  the  splinters  of  the  boards  in  the 
intrenchments.  The  infidel^  without  being  dis- 
heartened, repaired  their  batteries,  from  which  they 
maintained  an  incessant  fire:  and  they  had  so  great 
a  number  of  cannon,  and  such  a  great  quant^y  of 
powder,  that  they  often  demolished  in  an  hour  whai 
the  Christians  could  hardly  repair  in  several  days. 
The  knights  began  even  to  want  powder* already. 
D' Amaral,  (me  of  ^he  eommisrioners  appointed  bei» 
fore  the  siege  to  visit  the  magazines,  had,  in  order 
lo  favour  the  infidels^aad  disable  the  garri|K>n  iroii| 
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continuing  the  defence,  made  a  false  report  to  the 
council,  and  declared  that  he  had  found  more  pow- 
der in  the  place  than  would  serve  to  sustain  the 
siege,  even  thongh  it  should  last  a  whole  year.  But 
they  were  not  long  before  they  found  to  the  con* 
trary :  the  powder  they  had  was  diminished  so  con- 
siderably, that  they  would  soon  have  had  none  left, 
had  npt  the  grand  master  made  a  provision  of  salt* 
petre.  He  immediately  set  all  the  horses  of  his  sta- 
ble to  work,  to  beat  it  small,  by  the  help  of  thc^ 
mills  that  were  in  the  place :  the  bailifFdeManosque 
and  the  chevalier  Parisot,  were  appointed  to  super- 
intend over  this  affair.  However,  as  they  had  not 
so  much  saltpetre  as  they  would  have  occasion  for, 
the  ofiScers  of  the  artillery  were  obliged  to  fire  less 
frequently,  in  order  to  reserve  their  powder  for  the 
assaults  which  they  foresaw  would  be  made,  as  soon 
as  the  breaches  should  be  made  larger. 

This  misfortune,  owing  to  the  treachery  of  the 
Portuguese  knight,  was  attended  by  another,  occa- 
sioned by  some  young  knights,  whilst  the  Turks 
were  giving  a  false  alarm  to  the  post  of  Auvergne. 
The  guards  were  bringing  from  work  a  company  of 
slaves,  about  12Q  in  number,  who  were  ordinarily 
employed  in  digging  the  ground,  or  in  drawing 
atones  and  beams  to  make  intrenchments.  These 
young  knights,  meeting  them,  struck  some  of  them 
for  diversion's  sake,  just  as  a  body  of  old  knights 
were  passing  by,  and  who  were  marching  in  haste 
to  the  post  of  Auvergne,  upon  the  signals  made  on 
occasion  of  the  false  alarm  that  was  given  by  the 
Turks.  They  immediately  imagined  that  those 
slaves,  from  an  impatient  desire  of  liberty,  were 
risen,  and  that  the  young  knights  atta«^ked  them  in 
famest.    Possessed  with  this  notion,  |hey  f^\\  ppon 
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those  poor  wretches  sword  in  hand,  ^n4  cut  tbpmto 
pieces:  by  this  unhappy  mistake  killing  a  company 
of 'innocent  men,  and  depriving  themselves  of  the 
assistance  .they  received  from  thes^  slaves,  who 
would  have  served  to  supply  the  places  of  the  Chris- 
tian pioneers,  who  fell  daily  in  great  numbers, 
either  by  the  enemies  cannon,  or  by  musket  shot 
fired  out  of  fusees  of  a' large  bore,  that  carried  as 
far  as  the  breaches,  and  into  the  very  city. 

l^he  Turkish  general,  discoveiing  that  these  pea- 
sants, without  *  minding  how  'they  exposed  their 
livesi  were  by  Martinengo's  directions  making  bar- 
ricadoes,  cuts,  and  intrenchments,  along  the  breaches, 
bad  chosen  out  of  his  army  a  good  number  of  fow- 
lers that  were  excellent  marksmen.  He  had  placed 
them  upon  eminences  that  were  nearest  the  place, 
and  upon  cavaliers  that  commanded  it,  from  wtience 
they  fetched  down  with  their  harquebusses  all  that 
appeared.upon  the  ramparts.  Martinengo,  seeing 
his  workmen  killed  without  being  able  to  secure 
them  from  the  enemies  fire,  made  them,  by  way  of 
a  counter-battery,  plant  some  small  field-pieces  oft 
the  r.oofsj  of  the  highest  houses.  These  on  their  side, 
killed' abundance  of  the  fowlers,  but  the  killing  or 
disabling  ten  of  these  workmen  did  not  tpake  the 
order  amends  for  the  death  of  one  Christian  dbldier 
or  pioneer :  the  town,  being  reduced  to  a  small  num- 
ber of  defendants,,  could  not  losconeof  them  with- 
out drawing  nearer  its  ruin :  and  the  grand  master, 
in  order  to  protract  it,  had  no  resource^  but  either 
in  a  speedy  succour,  or  by  prolonging  the  si^ge, ^ 
and  holding  out  till  the  coming  of  winter  and  bad ; 
weather,  when  he  imagined  the  Turkish  fleet  would 
not  be  able  to  keep'the  sea. 

The  war  had  hitherto  been  carried  on  betyt^een. 
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the  besiegers  and  the  besieged,  by  firing  at  one 
another:  aild  though 'that  of  the  TurVs,  by  reasoii 
of  the  multitfude  of  their  cannon,  and  the'  great 
quantity  of  their  powder,  was  vastly  superior,  yet 
they  were  not  masters  of  one  iiich  of  ground  In  the 
bastions  and  advanced  works  of  ihe  place.  The  bar- 
ricadoes  and  intrenchmehfs  served*  instead  of  the 
walls  that  were  beaten  down  :  there  was  no  carry- 
ing these  new  works  but  by  an  assault :  and,  in  or- 
der to  make  it,  it  w^  necessary  to  try  the  descent 
of  the  ditch,  or  fill  it  up.  Solyman,  who  had  a 
prodigious  number  of  pioneers  in  his  army,  made 
various* detachments  of  them,*  some  to  throw' earth 
and  stones  into  the  ditch;  but  thie  knights, l)y  help 
of  their  casemates,  carried  off  by  night  what  they 
had  thrown  in  by  dayV  Wher  pioneers  Were  em-' 
ployed  in  digging  mines  in  five  differenf'places,  \n 
each  of  which  they  wete  cafrled  oii  toivarcfs  the 
bastidn  over  againdt  it.  Some  "of  tliem  were  coun- 
termined by  the  vigilance  of  Martinengb,  to  whom' 
w&  are  indebted  fbr  the  Ihtenlion  of  discovering 
the  place  where  they  were  ciri^yiiig  oni  by'  drums 
and  skins'hard  braced  and  ^itretched;  * 

Th'e  Turks  had  Work^ed  with  so  much  skill,  that 
the  several  branches  of  ititse  Ynines  had  all  a  com-  ' 
mimication  with  one  another;  and  all  ^bf  them,  in 
order  to  do  the  greater  ^tecufion,  centered  at  last  * 
in  one  place.  '  MartineUgo'  discovered  one  in  the  * 
middle  of  the  ditch  of  Provence^,  that  be^ana't  St.' 
John's^hurdi.   De  la  Fountaine,  anWgmeierVhaa  * 
it  br6ke  open  immediately',  drove  the  miners  out  of  ' 
it  with  grenades,  'andthtew  in  barrels  of  powder,  ' 
which  burned  and  smothered  all  that  were  in  those  ' 
subterraneous  |iassa^es.    'But  inotwithstahdihg  all 
the  pains  he  took,  he  could  not  preveiit'ttiem  spring*  ' 
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ing  two  miaetf,  one  after  another,  under  the  bastion 
of  England,  the  force  of  which  was  so  violenf,  that 
they  blew  np  twelve  yards  of  the  wall,  and  the 
mtns  of  it  filled  up  the  ditch. 

The  breach  appeared  so  large  and  eo  easy  to 
mount,  that  seyeral  battalions  of  the  infidels,  who 
waited  the  success  of  the  mine,  ran  immediately  to 
the  assault  with  great  shouts,  and  sabre  in  hand. 
They  got  in  a  moment  to  the  top  of  the  bastion^ 
planted  seven  standards  upon  it,  and  would  have 
made  themselves  masters  of  it,  had  they  not  met  a 
cross  cut  or  intrenchment  behind  it  that  stopped 
them.    The  knights,  recovering  from  the  confusion 
that  the  explosion  of  the  mine  had  thrown  them  into, 
ran  to  the  bastion  and  charged  the  Turks  with 
musket-shot,  grenades  and  stones.  The  grand  master 
was,  at  the  very  time  that  the  mine  sprung,  in  a 
church  not  far  off,  where  he  was  before  the  altar# 
imploring  from   heaven  the  succour   which    the 
princes  of  the  earth  refused  hid.    He  judged,  by 
the  dreadful  crash  he  heard,  that  the  explosion 
would  be  soon  followed  with  an  assault,  he  rose  up 
immediately,  and  it  happening  to  be  at  that  very 
instant  when  the  priests  were  beginning  divine  str-» 
vice,  and  were  chanting  this  preliminary  prayer, 
Deus  in  adjutorium  meum  intende— O  God*  make 
haste  to  deliver  me:  ''I  accept  the  omen,'*  cried 
the  pions  grand  master,  and  turning  about  to  some 
old  knights  that  were  with  him, ''  Let  us  go,  my 
brethren,  to  change  the  sacrifice  of  our  praises  into 
that  of  our  lives,  and  die,  if  it  must  be  so,  for  the 
defence  of  our  holy  law.'' 

^  He  advanced  immediately  with  his  half-pike  in 
bis  hand,  mounts  upon  the  bastion,  comes  up  to  the 
Turks,  breaks,  overturns,  and  kills  all  that  opposes 
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him:  he  pulls  down  the  enemy's  standard?,  and 
recovers  the  bastion  with  an  irresistible  impetuosity. 
General  Mastapha,  who  saw  from  the  trenches  the 
consternation  and  flight  of  his  soldiers,  sallied  out  of 
them  sabre  in  hand,  killed  the  first  of  the  fugitives 
he  met,  and  showed  the  rest,  that  they  would  find 
less  safety  near  their  general  than  on  the  breach.  He 
advanced  boldly  himself;  his  reproaches,  and  the 
shame  of  deserving  th^m,  made  the  runaways  rally 
about  him ;  the  engagement  begins  afresh ;  the  dis- 
pute grows  bloody ;  fire  and  sword  are  equally  em- 
ployed on  both  sides ;  they  kill  one  another,  both 
at  a  distance  and  near,  with  musket  shot  and  the 
sword ;  they  grapple  with  one  another,  and  the 
strongest  or  the  most  dexterous  dispatches  his  ene- 
my with  a  stroke  of  his  poinard.  The  Turks,  lying 
exposed  to  musket-shot,  stones,  granadoes  and  fire-* 
pots,  at  length  abandon  the  breach,  and  turn  their 
backs;  in  vain  does  their  general  strive,  by  threats 
and  promises,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  charge; 
they  all  break  and  take  to  their  heels;  but  in  their 
flight  find  a  death  they  were  afraid  of  meeting  ia 
the  action;  and  they  made  such  a  continual  fire  of 
artillery  from  di£Perent  parts  of  the  town,  upon  the 
foot  of  the  breach,  that  the  Tarks  lost  on  this  oc- 
casion, three  sangiacks  or  governors  of  places,  and 
three  thousand  men.  The  order,  however,  lost  the 
great  master  of  the  artillery,  the  chevalier  d'Ar- 
gillemont,  captain  or  general  of  the  galleys,  the 
ehevalier  de  Mauselle,  who  carried  the  grand  mas- 
ter's standard,  and  several  other  knights,  who  were 
killed  fighting  valiantly. 

Scarcely  a  day  passed  but  was  signalized  by  some 
new  attack.  Every  general  officer,  to  please  the 
grand  seignior,  endeavoured,  at  the  expence  qf  \h^ 
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lives  of  the  soldiers,  to  push  on  the  works  commuted 
to  his  care.     Peri  basha,  an  old  captain> .  notwith- 
standing his  advanced  age,  distingnished  himself 
by  continual  enterprises :  he  was  posted  against  ^he 
bastion  of  Italy,  and  never  gave  the  besieged  a 
moment's  repose,  either  day  or  night    The  hopes 
he  had  of  carrying  that  work,  made  him  plant  a 
large  body  of  infantry,  so  as  to  be  concealed,  be- 
hind a  cavalier,  which  they  had  raised  on  the  side 
of  the  ditch,  apd  on  the  thirteenth  of  September,  at 
day  break,  when  the  besieged,  quite  spent  with  fa- 
tigue and  continual  watching,  were  overtaken  with 
sleep,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  make  the  assault : 
they  dispatched  the  sentinels,  passed  the  breach, 
and  were  ready  to  seize  the  intrenchments,  when 
the  Italians,  amazed  to  see  the  enemy  so  near  thepti, 
rushed  with  fury  upon  the  infidels,  who  opposed 
them  with  as  much  courage  and  resolution.     Th^ 
fight  was  maintained  by  the  yalour  of  both  for  a 
long  time.    The  basha  stood  exposed  by  the  side  of 
the  ditch,  from  whence  he  sent  them  continually 
new  reinforcements :  but  whilst  he  was  exhorting 
ihem  to  merit  the  recompence,  which  the  grand 
seignior  promised   to  such  as  should  distinguish 
themselyes  by  their  bravery,  the  governor  of  the 
isle  of  Negrepont,  a  young  lord  of  singular  valour, 
and  Soly man's  favourite,  was  killed  by  his  side, 
with  a  musket  ball.     Peri,  pither  fearing  that  the 
gran^  seignior  would  impute  the  death  of  his  fa- 
vourite to  him,  or  else  desiring  to  revenge  it,  re- 
doubled his  efforts.     The  grand  master,  whose  va- 
lour and  love  for  his  order,  multiplied  him,  as  wcf 
may  say,  on  this  occasion,  ran  to  the  support  of  the 
Italians,  with  a  particular  body  of  knights  that  ad- 
hered to  bis  person.   [*  Let  us  go,''  said  he  to  those 
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about  him,  ''  and  reptilae  the  Turks :  we  should 
not  be  afraid  of  men,  Whom  we  daily  thtow  into 
panic  fear/'  At  the  same  time  he  charged  the  in* 
fidels  with  his  half^pike  in  his  hand.  The  knights 
bf  the  language  of  Italy,  under  his  eye,  and  in  imi- 
tation of  so  glorious  an  example,  performed  the 
most  glorious  actions:  they  idl  exposed  themselves 
to  the  greatest  dangers.  A  great  number  of  them 
were  killed  on  .this  occasion ;  and  we  must  do  them 
this  justice,  that,  next  to  the  grand  master,  the 
saving  of  Rhodes  was  that  day  owing  to  their  cou- 
rage and  intrepidity. 

Peri,  judiciously  concluding,  that  it  would  be  in 
vain  for  him  to  persist  in  an  attdcfk^  which  the  grand 
Inaster  himself  defended,  contented  himself  with 
continuing  the  engagement,  and  drawing  his  body 
of  foot  from  behind  the  cavalier  that  served  to  co« 
Ver  them,  he  put  himself  at  their  head,  and  went 
to  attack  a  new  bastion,  built  in  the  mastership  of 
CarettOi  imagining  it  to  be  not  so  well  provided 
with  defendants,  and  that  he  should  be  .able  to  sur- 
prise it    His  troops  advanced  to  the  assault  with 
great  resolution,  but  were  repulsed  with  equal  vi- 
gour by  the  chevalier  d'Andelot,  who  commanded 
at  tftat  work.    The  citizens  and  inhabitauts  ran  to 
his  sticcour:    the  Turks  were  soon  overwhelmed 
with  showers  of  grenades,  stones,  bitumen  and  boil- 
ing oil ;  and  the  artillery,  planted  up<m  the  flanks 
of  the  adjoining  Jmstions,  scouring  the  ditch,  made 
a  horrible  slau^ter  of  them.  •  Peri,  after  losing 
abundance  of  men  in  these  two  attacks,  was  forced 
against  his  will  to  sound  a  retreat 

The  janizaries,  disheartened  at  so  many  unsuc- 
cessful attacks,  murmured  loudly  against  an  enter- 
prise, wherein  so  many  of  their  brave  comrades 
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daily  lost  their  lives.  The  vizier  MuwtBjhsL,  feariiig' 
lest  these  complaints  should  reach  the  ear  of  Soly- 
nian^  and  that  that  prince,  like  most  of  his  prede- 
cessors, should  make  him  responsible  for  the  ill  suc- 
cess, resolved  to  make  a  new  assault  on  the  bastion 
of  England,  and  either  carry  the  place,  or  die  at 
the  foot  of  the  intrenchments.     He  communicated 
his  design  to  Achmet  basha,  who  was  encamped, 
and  commanded  in  the  quarter  opponte  to  the  posts 
of  Spain  and  Auvergne.  These  two  generals  agreed, 
that  whilst  the  vizier  attacked  the  English  bastion, 
Achmet,  in  order  to  divide  the  forces  of  the  besieged, 
should  spring  his  mines,  and  mount  over  the  ruins 
they  would  make  upon  the  breaches,  and  make  a 
lodgment  there.  This  enterprise  was  put  in  execu- 
tion on  the  sevefnteenth  of  September.    Mustapha 
sallied  out  of  the  trenches,  flt  the  head  of  five  bat- 
talions:   the  infidels,  animated  by  his  presence, 
climbed  up  the  rubbish  and  ruins  of  the  wall,  and 
mounted  boldly  to  the  assault,  got  upon  the  breach, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the  besieged,  made 
their  way  as  far  as  the  intrenchments,  and  planted 
some  ensigns  upon  them.     But  they  did  not  keep 
this  first  advantage  long.     A  swarm  of  Englisli 
knights,  led  on  by  John  Buck,  a  commander  ef 
that  nation,  sallied  out  from  behind  the  intrench- 
ments, and  being  sustained  by  Prejan,  grand  prior 
of  St.  Giles,  and  the  commander  Christopher  Yald- 
ner,  of  the  language  of  Germany,  made  so  furious 
a  charge,  that  the  infidels  were  forced  to  give  back. 
They  retired  in  good  order,  however,  and  still  fight-^ 
ing.  Mustapha,  a  much  braver  soldier  than  an  able 
general,  advanced  with  a  reinforcement  to  their 
succour :  the  engagement  was  renewed  with  equ^l 
fury;  the  Turkish  general  threw  himself  into  the 
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tnidst  of  the  knights,  killed  some  of  them  with  his 
own  hand,  and  had  he  been  as  well  followed  by  his 
soldiers,  Rhodes  would  haye  been  in  great  danger. 
But  the  artillery  of  the  place,  the  little  pieces  espe^ 
cially,  that  played  upon  the  breach,  and  a  great 
number  of  musketeers,  who  galled  them  from  behind 
the  intrenchments,  made  so  terrible  a  fire,  that  the 
infidels,  no  longer  regarding  the  menaces  of  Mos- 
tapha,  abandoned  the  breach,  and  dragged  him 
along  with  them  in  their  flight.  How  glorious  soe- 
ver this  success  might  be  to  the  order,  nevertheless 
the  knights  paid  very  dear  for  it;  they  lost  tho 
commanders  Buck  and  Yalduer,  several  English 
and  German  knights,  and  the  greatest  part  of  their 
principal  officers. 

Achmet  basha  was  as  unfortunate  as  general 
Mustapha  in  bis  attack :  he  sprung  his  mines,  as 
had  been  agreed  between  them ;  but  that  which 
was  under  the  post  of  Auvergne  took  vent,  and  did 
no  execution.  The  mine  which  played  under  the 
post  of  Spain,  threw  down  about  four  yards  of  an 
advanced  work,  which  served  as  a  sort  of  fore- wall. 
The  Turks  immediately  advanced  to  seize  it,  but 
met  a  body  of  Spanish  knights  upon  the  ruins  of  it, 
that  prevented  them  from  approaching ;  they  fought 
for  some  time  at  a  distance  with  musket  shot,  but 
as  the  Turks  advanced  in  close  and  good  order  to 
break  through  the  besieged,  the  chevalier  de  Mes- 
nil,  captain  of  the  bulwark  or  bastion  of  Auvergne, 
and  the  chevalier  de  Grimereaux,  made  the  artiU 
lery  of  their  posts  play  so  a-propos  and  continually 
upon  the  thickest  of  the  battalions  of  the  janizaries, 
that  those  troops,  though  brave,  and  the  flower  of 
the  army,  could  not  stand  its  fury,  but  dispersed, 
and  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  th^  trenches. 
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Solymsn  lost  tiat  day  three  thoBiand  men;  nd 
the  order,  beiides  the  chieftains  abovementioned, 
had  likewise  several  knights  killed  on  these  two  oc*- 
easiods;  and  amolig^the  rest  Philip  de  Arctllan,  of 
Spanish  extraction/  whose  great  valour  justly  me- 
rited him  the  honour  of  having  his  name  recorded* 
Prejah  de  Bidoux,  grand  prior  of  St.  Giles#  who 
made  all  the  posts  thsLt  were  attacked  his  own,  wmt 
sliot  through  the  neck  with  a  musket-'ball,  but  was 
happily  cured  of  his  wound. 

About  this  time,  Sept.  .^,  they  discovered  the 
treason  of  the  Jewidi  physician,  who,  by  order  of 
Selim  I.  had  formerly  settled  at  RhodM,  where  he 
was  a  spy  to  the  Turks.  They  caught  him  shoot-^ 
ing  an  arrow  with  a  letter  tied  to  it  into  their  camp ; 
upon  which  he  wa^  immediately  seized,  and  being 
on  such  strong  presumptions  put  tb  the  twtute,  he 
owned,  that  he  had  given  the  infideb  contintial  ad-* 
vice  of  the  weak  parts  of  the  place,  and  of  every 
thing  that  passed  in  it;  and  that,  when  he  was 
seized,  it  was  the  fifth  letter  that  he  had  conveyed 
to  them  in  the  same  way.  His  judges  condemned 
him  to  be  quartered,  and  it  is  pretended  that  be 
died  a  Christian.  His  confession  of  Christianity  was 
very  much  suspected :  but  if  he  made  it  only  to  save 
his  life,  it  was  unavailing,  for  he  sttftered  the  puP 
nishment  he  so  justly  deserved. 

Solyman,  in  the  meantime,  eiiraged  at  the  little 
progress  of  his  arms,  held  a  great  council  of  war,  td 
which  he  summoned  Ms  principal  oflBcers.  Various 
opinions^were  proposed  in' it.  Mustapha,  who,  be- 
fore the  siege,  out  of  pure  complaisance,  had  re^ 
presented  the  enterprise  as  easy;  now  dreading  hik 
passion  and  Tesentment,  proposed  the  giving  a  ge- 
neral ayault^  and  attacking  the  town  in  four  difi^ 
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rfcni places  at  the  same  time.  ^'  One  would  imagine/' 
Bays  he,  '^  that  we  were  making  war  in  coneerf 
Fith  our  eaemies,  and  that  frMti  a^omantic  {K>int  of 
^enerositj  we  would  not  fight  them  but  upon  equal 
terms.  We  never  attack  but  one  post  at- a  time, 
and  as  the  knights  draw  all  their  forces  thither,  we 
need  not  think  it  strange  to  find  a  set  of  brate  men, 
the  very  flower  of  Christendom,  maintain  their 
ground  against  our  soldiers.  But  if  the  whole  army 
was  to  surround  the  place,  and  that  detachments 
were  to  be  drawn  out  to  assault  all  the  places  where 
there  are  breaches,  and  also  new  supplies  sent  con-* 
tinually  to  reinforce  those  thatshould  make  the  at- 
tack, the  Rhodians  would  be  obliged  to  divide  their 
forces,  and  could  never  be  able  to  stand  before  us. 

The  grand  seignior  approved  of  this  advice :  the 
generalassault  was  fixed  for  the  24th  of  September; 
and  Solyman,  to  inspire  new  ardour  into  his  soldiers, 
gave  out,  that  he  would  give  them  the  plundering 
of  Rhodes,  provided  they  could  take  it  sword  in 
hand.     The  Turks,  before  they  gave  this  assault, 
made  a  continual  -fire  with  their  cannon ;  and,  in 
order  to  enlarge  the  breaches,  battered  the  bastions 
of  England  and  Spain,  the  post  of  Provence,  and 
the  platform  of  Italy  two  days  together.  The  even^ 
ing  before  the  assault,  the  grand  master  suspected, 
by  the  motions  he  perceived  in  the  enemy's  camp, 
that  they  were  going  to  attack  him :  he  gave  out 
his  orders,  and  the  knights,  following  his  example, 
redoubled  their  care;  but  though  they  had  just  rea- 
son to  fear,  that  the  enemy  would  take  their  ad- 
vantage of  opening  a  passage  through  the  ruins  of 
those  strong  holds  that  had  been  battered  down  in 
the  vast  circuit  of  the  walls,  they  yet  were  forced 
ito  regulate  their  meapures  by  the  few  troops  they 
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had  left,  and  to  dirtribnte  Ihe  old  commanden  ami 
principal  officers  into  such  ports  as  the  violence  of 
the  attacks,  the  wtdeness  of  the  breaches,  and  the 
defect  in  the  fortifications  exposed  to  the  greatest 
dangers. 

The  grand  master  taking  up  his  weapons,  visited 
all  the  quarters  to  see  the  disporition  of  hb  troops, 
and  exhort  them  to  a  noble  defence ;  and  address- 
ing himself  to  the  knights  whom  he  found  in  their 
respective  posts;  "  1  should  offer  violence  to  your 
courage,"'  said  he  to  them,  *'  should  I  pretend  to 
invigorate  it  by  a  harangue;  and  it  would  be 
throwing  away  time,  to  tell  you,  what  your  valour 
has  so  often  inspired  into  you  on  the  like  occasions. 
Consider  only,  my  dear  brethren,  that  we  are  going 
to  fight  for  our  order,  and  for  the  defence  of  our 
religion,  and  that  a  glorious  victory  must  be  the  re^ 
ward  of  our  valour,  or  else  Rhodes,  the  strongest 
rampart  of  Christendom,  must  serve  us  for  a  grave.'* 
Whenever  he  met  any  of  the  townsmen  and  inhabi- 
tants, "  Think,-'  said  he  to  them,  «« that  besides 
the  defence  of  the  faith,  you  have  taken  up  arms 
for  your  country,  for  your  wives,  your  maidens,  and 
yonr  children :  fight  gallantly,  my  friends,  in  order 
to  rescue  them  from  the  infamy  that  the  barbarians 
threaten  them  with:  their  liberty  and  your  own, 
your  blood,  your  honour,  and  your  fortunes  are  all 
in  your  hands,  and  depend  upon  your  bravery.'* 

These  few  words,  pronounced  with  a  heroic  ar-* 
dour,  had  such  an  effect  on  all,  that  the  townsmen 
as  well  as  the  knights,  and  the  Greeks  no  less  than 
the  Latins,  made  public  protestations,  that  nothing 
but  death  should  make  them  abandon  their  posts; 
and  embracing  one  another  in  a  most  tender  and  afr 
fectionate  manner,  their  eyes  strei^ming  with  tea^ 
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they  bid  as  it  were  a  last  adieu  to  eaeh  other,  reso- 
lutely bent  either  to  conquer  or  die. 

The  Turks  at  day  break'  made  a  furious  fire  from 
all  their  batteries,  especially  against  the  posts  which 
they  designed  to  attack,  not  only  in  order  to  widen 
the  breaches,  but  also  to  be  less  exposed  to  view,  aa 
they  marched  through  the  smoke  of  the  artillery* 
They  mounted  boldly  to  the  assault  in  four  diffe- 
rent places:  they  had  never  discovered  so  much  re- 
aolution  since  the  beginning  of  the  siege,  especially 
the  janizaries,  who  fought  under  the  young  sultan's 
leye. 

That  prince,  in  order  to  animate  them  by  his  prcr 
sence,  had  placed  himself  on  a  rising  ground,  where 
a  scaffold  was  erected  for  him,  whence,  as  from  an 
amphitheatre,  he  was  able  to  distinguish  and  judge 
of  the  valour  of  those  brave  fellows,  without  any 
danger  to  himself.   The  cannon  of  the  place  begins 
to  play:  this  is  succeeded  by  showers  of  arrows  and 
musket-shot.  The  knights  in  all  quarters  show  their 
intrepidity,  and  the  soldiers  their  obedience  and 
courage;  some  of  them  burn  the  assailants  with 
boiling  oil  and  fire-works,  whilst  others  roll  stones 
of  a  vast  size  upon  them,  or  pierce  them  through 
with  their  pikes.  The  English  bastion  was  the  place 
where  there  was  the  greatest  bloodshed:  it  was  the 
weak<»9t  part  of  the  place,  the  warmest  attacked, 
and  the  best  defended.     The  grand  master  runs 
thither  himself :  his  presence  on  the  one  side  inspires 
the  knights  with  fresh  ardour;  hope  of  booty  on  the 
other  encourages  the  Turkish  soldier.     Never  did 
the  infidels  discover  so  much  eagerness  in  battle  ; 
they  mount  upon  the  ruins  of  the  wall  through  a 
storm  of  bullets,  javelins  and  stones:  nothing  stops 
tiiem»  and  several  of  them  leaped  like  so  many  dex 
yoL.  n.  2  X 
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cperadoB  from  the  nuiGhiiies  which  they  htd  brottgbt 
near  the  walls  upon  the  ramparts,  where  they  weca 
fooa  cut  to  pieces.  The  kni|[^t8  thvow  the  Tnrka 
from  the  top  of  the  breach  headlong  into  the  ditch : 
.they  oyertam  the  ladders,  and  the  cannon  of  tlia 
fiace  makes  so  terrible  a  slau^ter,  that  the  TurJka 
giye  way,  retire  back,  and  are  ready  to  give  over 
the  assault.  But  the  geoerars  lieutenant,  who  4X»m- 
manded  at  that  attack,  an  officer  highly  lespectcdl 
limoiig  the  soldiers  for  his  rare  valour,  rallies,  and 
leads  them  on  to  the  attack :  he  himself  mounts  fiiat 
upon  the  breach  and  plants  an  ensign  on  it.  Hapr 
pily  for  the  besieged,  a  cannon  ball,  fired  from  the 
post  of  Spain,  carries  him  off,  and  throws  him  in  Aha 
^diteh.  One  would  h^ve  thought,  that  his  death 
woul4  naturally  have  eooled  the  ardour  of  his  sol? 
diers:  but  thirst  of  revenge  inspired  them  that  in<- 
staut  with  a  contrary  sentiment,  and  filled  their 
hearts  with  a  sort  of  rage  and  f|iry ;  they  ruib  on 
headlong  into  danger,  pleased  to  die  themselves* 
provided  they  could  kill  a  Christian.  But  all  their 
impetuosity  could  not  make  the  knights  retire  one 
single  step.  The  priests,  the  religious,  the  old  men, 
and  the  very  children  resolve  to  haye  their  share  of 
the  danger,  ai|d  repulse  the  enemy  with  sAoneSf 
boiling  oil,  and  combustible  matter- 
Neither  did  the  women  yield  in  assiduity  to  tbi( 
pioneers,  nor  was  their  bravery  inferior  to  that  ol 
the  soldiers:  several  lost  their  lives  in  defending 
their  husbands  and  children*  Historians  make  men- 
tion of  a  Greek  woman  of  exquisite  beauty,  that  was 
mistress  to  an  officer  who  had  a  command  in  that 
bastion,  and  had  been  just  killed,  on  which^  dis- 
tracted at  the  death  of  her  lover,  and  resolving  not 
to  wniye  him|  after  luising  the  fwo  ^hildrep  9^ 
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\a^  by  him^  and  making  the  sigh  of  the  cross  Od 
their  forehefads,  "It  is  better  for  you,  my  deat 
children/'  said  she  to  them,  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
**  to  die  by  my  hands,  than  by  those  of  our  merci^ 
less  enemies,  or  to  be  reserved  for  infamous  plea- 
sures, more  odious  than  death  itself.^'  Then  inspired 
tvith  fury,  she  took  up  a  knife,  cut  their  throats^ 
threw  their  bodies  into  the  fire,  put  on  the  oflicer'il 
clothes  that  were  still  dyed  with  bis  blood,  snatched 
up  his  sabrci  ran  to  the  breach,  killed  the  first 
Turk  she  niet>  wounds  several  others,  and  dies  fight- 
ing with  a  bravery  equal  to  the  most  resolute 
soldier. 

The  engagement  wad  carried  on  Urith  equal  fury  i^,^ 
and  obstinacy  at  the  other  attacks.  The  greatest 
danger  was  at  the  post  of  Spain.  The  aga  of  the 
janizaries,  who  commanded  on  that  side,  led  on  his 
soldiers  to  the  assault:  the  artillery  of  the  place 
killed  a  great  number  of  them  before  they  could 
get  to  the  foot  of  t^e  breach.  Such  of  the  Turks 
as  are  able  to  cross  the  ditch  go  to  undermine  the 
Wall,  and  are  frequently  buried  under  its  ruins^ 
^vhile  others  of  them  make  use  of  ladders  to  mount' 
up :  some  of  them  heap  the  dead  bodies  of  their 
comrades  on  one  another^et  to  the  top  of  the  wall 
in  spite  of  all  the  opposition  of  the  besieged,  and 
penetrate  as  far  as  the  intrenchments,  on  which,  it 
is  said,  they  planted  no  less  than  thirty  standards. 
Unhappily  for  the  knights,  such  of  them  as  had  the 
^uard  of  the  bastion  of  Spain  had  like  to  have  been 
surprised  by  not  standing  on  their  guard.  The 
Turks  having  showed  no  signs  of  any  design  to  at- 
tack them,  those  knights,  reproaching  themselves 
for  being  idle  in  their  post,  and  seeing  the  bastion 
of  Italy  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  ran  to  their 
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succour^  and  left  only  a  few  sentiueli  upon  the  t>a^ 
tioa  of  Spain.  These  soldiers  likewise,  contrary  to 
all  the  rules  of  war,  quitted  their  post,  to  help  the 
gunners  in  transporting  some  pieces  of  cannon  which 
they  had  a  mind  to  point  against  the  post  that  the 
aga  of  the  janizaries  was  attacking.  Some  Turks, 
who  lay  concealed  behind  a  heap  of  ruins,  seeing 
the  bastion  abandoned,  mounted  without  being  dis* 
covered,  got  to  the  top  of  the  work,  made  themselves 
masters  of  it,  cut  the  gunners  to  pieces,  pulled  down 
the  standards  of  the  order,  and  planted  those  of 
Solyman  in  their  stead;  and,  proclaiming  victory, 
invited  their  comrades  to  join  them,  on  which  the 
aga  immediately  sent  a  detachment  of  his  janizariea 
to  that  place. 

The  grand  master,  having  notice  of  this  surprise, 
ran  thither  in  an  instant,  and  made  them  point  the 
artillery  of  the  bastion  of  An  vergne  against  a  breach 
the  enemy's  cannon  had  made  in  that  of  Spain, 
which  kept  the  Turks  from  approaching  it;  and, 
from  another  battery,  which  faced  the  bastion,  he 
made  them  fire  upon  those  that  were  in  possession 
of  it,  and  who  were  endeavouring  to  make  a  lodg« 
ment  there.  On  another  side,  the  commander  of 
Bourbon,  by  his  orders^  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
brave  soldier^,  entered  by  the  casemate  into  the  bas- 
tion, mounted  to  the  top  upon  the  platform  sword 
in  hand,  in  order  to  drive  out  the  infidels,  where  he 
found  part  of  them  killed  by  the  cannon:  he  cut  the 
test  in  pieces,  again  set  up  the  standards  of  the 
order,  pulled  down  those  of  the  Turks,  and  turned 
the  artillery  of  the  bastion  upon  such  as  were  mount- 
ing a  breach  that  had  been  made  in  that  part  of  the 
wall  which  was  called  the  .post  of  Spain.  The  aga 
maintained  his  ground  in  that  place  in  spite  of  the 
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gallant  resistaiice  of  the  knights.  The  grand  master 
returned  at  the  head  of  his  guards,  a^  threw  him- 
self into  the  midst  of  the  infidels,  with  an  ardour 
tirhieh  made  his  knights  tremble  as  much  as  his 
enemies,  but  from  a  different  motiye.  Th^  engage- 
ment began  again  with  fresh  fury;  the  soldiers,  as 
yet  unhurt,  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  all  blended 
together,  after  a  combat  of  six  hours,  want  rather 
strength  than  courage  to  continue  it.  The  grand 
master,  fearing  that  his  men,  who  were  quite  spent 
with  such  a  long  resistance,  should  at  last  be  bore 
down  by  the  multitude  of  their  enemies,  drew  a  re* 
inforcement  of  two  hundred  men,  with  some  knights 
at  their  head,  out  of  the  tower  of  St.  Nicholas. 
These  troops,  who  were  fresh,  and  had  suffered  no 
fatigue,  soon  changed  the  face  of  the  engagement : 
the  janizaries  began  to  give  back;  and,  finding 
themselves  pressed  by  these  brave  soldiers,  aban- 
doned the  breach,  and  fled  to  recover  their  trencher. 
Solyman,  to  cover  the  shame  of  their  flight,  and 
save  the  honour  of  his  troops,  ordered  a  retreat  to  be 
sounded,  after  having  left  upon  the  breach,  and  at 
the  foot  of  the  wall,  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand 
men,  and  several  captains  of  great  reputations,  who 
lost  their  lives  in  these  different  attacks. 

The  Rhodians  sustained  as  considerable  a  loss  as 
they  did  in  proportion :  and  besides  the  soldiers  and 
inhabitants,  they  had  a  great  number  of  knighta 
killed  in  these  assaults,  among  which  was  the  che- 
valier du  Vresnoi,  commander  of  Romagna,  the  com- 
mander of  St.  Camelle,  of  the  language  of  Provence, 
Oliver  de  Tressac,  of  the  language  of  Auvergne, 
and  brother  Peter  Philips,  the  grand  master's  re- 
ceiver. The  chevalier  John  le  Rouz,  sumamed 
Pamides^  ha^  his  hand^  with  which  he  had  slaia 
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feyenTurkfl,  carried  off  that  day  by  a  caiiHoil^tial^: 
there  were  (evr  kniglitr  but  what  were  wounded^ 
and  thtrt  scarcely  remained  flufflcient  enough  un- 
hurt to  continue  the  ^errice. 

The  sultan,  iViriottS  at  the  ill  success  of  thig  en*^ 
terprise,  fell  ufon  his  general,  Mnstapha,  who,  out 
of  complaisance,  had  advised  him  to  it,  and  ga^e 
orders  for  his  being  shot  to  dedth  with  arrows;  a  sad 
recompence  for  all  hie  services^  but  sneh  a  one  ati 
slaves  and  servite  courtterrare  fre)q[uently  eT|ldsed« 
to,  under  a  de^otie  government.    The  army  was* 
drawn  np  in  battle  array,  in  order  to  be  spectators 
of  the  death  of  their  general ;  and  the  unhappy  man 
was  already  tied  to  the  fatal  stake,  whehi  Peri  badia^ 
provoked  at  the  punishment  they  were  going,  to  in- 
flect on  his  fKend,  made  them  defer  the  executiouj^ 
as  he  was  persuaded  thart  Solyman>  when  the  heat 
of  his  passion  was  over,  would  not  be  concerned  that . 
they  had  prevented  such  a  stain  to  his  glory.     A# 
he  had  educated  that  young  prince  from  his  infancy, 
and  had  still  a  great  ascendant  over  hinv,  he  went 
and  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  and  begged  him  to 
pardon  Mustapha :  but  he  found,  by  hjl»  own'  expe- 
rience, that  lions  are  not  to  be  tamed;  Solymanj^ 
still  in  the  first  transports  of  hisivrath,  jealous  off  hia 
authority,  and  enraged  to  see  there  was  A  man  in 
his  empire  darin^g^  enough  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  his'  orders,  cbndemnad  him  to  tadergo  the  same 
punishment.    The?  other  bashaw  were  in  a  terrible 
consternation,  and  threw  themselves  at  his  feet,  in 
order  to*  mollify  him;  when  the  sultan,  coming  to 
himself,  was  moved  at  their  tears:  he  pardoned 
Mustapha  and  Peri;  but  would  never  see  Mustapha 
more;  and  sent  him  afterwards  to  a  disfiance  from 
ctattr  nnder  pretence  of  another  employments 
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jfiolyman,  despairing  to  earr  j  the  place,  seemed 
rMolyed  to  raise  ibe  siege ;  jajad,ii  is  said,  that  whole  - 
companies  and  the  heavy  baggage  hegao  to  file  off 
towards  Ihe  sea,  in  order  to  re-embark,  when  an 
Albanian  soldier  getting  out  qf  the  town,  deserted 
io  the  Turkish  camp,  and  assured  them,  that  most 
of  the  knights  were  either  killed  or  wounded  at  the 
assault,  and  that  those  who  were  left  were  not  able 
to  sustoin  another.  It  is  also  said,  that  this  deserter's 
repprt  was  confirmed  bj  a  letter  from  d'Amara), 
who  tdd  the  grand  seignior,  that  tl^e  besieged  were 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity. 

These  several  accounts  determined  him  to  con^ 
tinue  the  siege;  and,  in  order  to  show  his  troops  and 
the  besieged  that  he  was  resolved  to  pass  the  winter 
before  the  place,  he  ordered  a  house  to  be  built  on 
mount  Pfailerme  for  himself  to  lodge  in,  giving,  at 
the  same  time,  the  command  of  the  army  to  Acbmet 
basha,  an  able  engineer,  who  changed  the  method 
of  carrying  on  the  siege.  He  resolved  to  be  as  sparing 
as  possible  of  his  soldiers;  and,  before  he  led  them 
to  an  assault,  to  prepare  for  it  by  new  cannonad-^ 
ings,  and  particularly  by  sapping,  mining,  and  other 
subterraneous  works,  in  which  he  was  particularly 
skilled. 

This  new  general  made  his  first  efforts  against  the 
bastion  of  Spain,  the  ditch  whereof  was  narrower, . 
and  not  so  de^  as  in  other  places:  and,  in  order' to 
facilitate  the  descent  of  it,  his  artiHery  played  for 
several  days  together  sq  furiously  upon  the  work^ 
that  he  ruined  all  the  defences  of  it ;  there  was  no^ 
thing  left  but  the  barbacane  or  fausse-braye,  which 
lay  so  low,  that  the  cannon  could  not  hurt  it.  The 
Turkish  general  resolved  to  run  his  trenches  as  fnv 
fLB  this  work|  which  coyered  tiie  foot  of  the  wall ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S4S  HinoiiT  ow 

but  these  trenches  beinp  seen  from  the  baftkm  of 
Auvergne,  the  cannon  of  the  knights  pkyed  upon 
them.    The  Turks,  in  order  to  shelter  themsdyes 
from  it,  raised  a  thick  wall  before  the  trenches;  but 
they  could  not  bring  these  several  works  to  perfec- 
tion without  the  loss  of  an  infinite  number  of  soIt- 
diers  and  pioneers:  no  one  could  show  himself  but 
he  was  immediately  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  a  shower  of  musket-shot;  and  the  knight^^ 
at  the  same  time,  were  continually  throwing  gre- 
nades and  fire-pots  into  jlheir  works.    The  Turkish 
general,  to  guard  against  them,  raised  along  the 
curtain  a  gallery  with  planks,  which  he  coyered 
with  raw  hides,  that  the  fire  could  not  take  hold  of. 
Under  shelter  of  this  new  work  he  undermined  the 
wall,  ^hile  other  companies  of  pioneers  and  miners 
were  continually  at  work,  to  penetrate  under  the 
bastions,  and  run  mines  through  the  place. 

These  mines  haying  thrown  down  a  great  many 
yards  of  the  wall  of  the  post  of  Spain,  the  barbari* 
ans  advanced  to  the  assault ;  but  coming  up  to  tho 
breach,  they  found  themselves  stopped  by  new  in- 
trenchmeuts,  lined  with  artillery,  the  continual  fire 
whereof,  after  killing  a  great  many  of  their  bravest 
officers,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  soldiers,  forced 
the  rest  to  run  to  their  trenches  for  shelter. 

The  bailiff  Martinengo,  who  was  always  in  action, 
had,  in  order  to  hinder  the  infidels  from  coming  to  . 
reconnoitre  the  works  he  was  making  within  the 
place,  made  them  cut  loop-holes  for  the  cannon  in 
the  wall  of  the  counterscarp  on  the  side  of  the  town, 
from  whence  the  knights  killed  with  musket  ball 
all  that  durst  advance  near  it.  The  Turks,  after 
his  example,  did  the  like  on  their  side,  and  a  con* 
tinual  fire  was  maintained  on  both  sides.    Unhan^ 
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pily,  a  random  shot  from  the  trenches  struck  Mar- 
tinengo  in  the  eye,  as  he  was  looking  through  one 
of  those  loop-holes,  to  examine  the  enemy's  works ; 
he  fell  upon  receiving  the  shot,  and  they  thought 
him  mortally  wounded.  The  order  could  not  have 
had  a  greater  loss  at  such  a  juncture ;  for  he  was  in 
a  manner  the  sole  director  of  all  operations,  and  de-f 
termined  the  time  and  the  place  where  the  knights 
should  exert  their  valour. 

The  grand  master,  upon' the  news  of  his  wound, 
ran  immediately  to  the  place,  and  caused  him  to  be 
carried  into  his  own  palace :  by  bis  care  he  was  af- 
terwards cured  of  his  wound,  the  knights  and  all 
the  people  .offering  up  their  prayers  for  his  recovery. 
The  grand  master  filled  up  his  post  in  his  illness, 
and  undertook  to  defend  the  post  of  Spain.  The 
chevalier  de  Cluys,  grand  prior  of  France,  the 
commander  of  St.  Jaille,  bailiff  of  M anosque,  the 
bailiff  of  the  Morea,  and  the  oldest  knights  of  the 
order,  staid  about  the  grand  master's  person,  in  or- 
der to  share  with  him  in  the  perils  and  glory  of  this 
defence.  Actions  of  extraordinary  valour  were  per* 
formed  on  both  sides :  there  were  new  engagements 
every  day.  It  would  appear  very  surprising,  that 
so  small  a  number  of  Christians,  who  had  nothing 
to  cover  them  l(ut  some  barricadoes  and  weak  in* 
trenchments,  should .  be  able  to  hold  out  so  long 
'  against  such  a  prodigious  number  of  assailants,  if 
this  handful  of  men  had  not  been  composed  of  old 
knights,  whose  valour  had  been  experienced  on  a 
thousand  other  occasions,  and  who  on  this  were 
unanimously  resolved  to  sacrifice  their  lives  for  the 
defence  of  their  religion.  Men  are  very  strong, 
and  very  formidable,  when  they  are  not  afraid  of 
4eath. 

yoL.  11.  2  Y 
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Hiitoiiam^  iptftking  df  theilr  tt*l  mi  twange^ 
me  bbt  one  iort  oC  eologiiini  for  all  these  vMe 
8oldiert  of  Jerai  Chrift.  Not  but  tberc  were  mmMg 
tiiHe  warriors  diff^retit  talents,  and  more  or  less  ea^ 
pacity  in  the  arts  of  war ;  and  we  should  justly  do^ 
aerve  to  be  censored,  if  we  did  not  do  jnstiee  to  the 
memory  of  the  grand  master,  who,  for  four  mid 
thirty  days,  that  the  ilkiem  of  the  bailiff  de  Marti- 
nengo  lasted,  ueyer  stirred  from  Ae  intrenehm^nt 
made  on  the  Spanish  bastion,  nor  ever  took  any  rest 
oither  day  or  night,  excepting  only  for  some  tno- 
ments  on  a  mattress,  wMch  they  laid  for  him  at  tho 
fbot  bf  the  intrehchment ;  officiating,  sometimes,  in 
the  quality  of  a  soldier,  and  sometimes  in  that  oF 
pionefer,  bnt  always  in  that  of  general,  if  we  except 
that  ardour  which  made  him  fight  like  a  young 
l^iiight,  and  rash  into  perils  with  less  precaution 
than  became  a  soyereign* 

The  eiainple  of  the  grand  master,  who  was  so 
Tery  careless  of  his  own  lifo,  made  the  knights,  left 
io  the  principal  posts  of  the  place,  daily  expose  their 
own>x8onietimes  in  defending;  the  breaches  and  in* 
trenchmentsiand  often  in  engagements  nn^er  ghdoiid, 
^hen  they  were  to  countermine  and  meet  with  tho 
enemy's  miners;  there  scarcely  passed  a  day  ^it|it 
out  ah  engagemeni  in  some  plaee  or  other.  Besideti 
the  bastion  of  Spain,  which  was  almost  entirely  de* 
stroyH,  the  Turks  directed  their  principal  attacka 
against  the  posts  of  Enghind,  Provence  and  Italy. 
The  prodigious  number  of  troops,  of  which  tiieir 
lormy  ebtinsted,  easily  tupptted  tiiem  with  men  for 
all  thele  attacks :  the  walls  tirere  quite  demoliAed 
in  several  pfoces^  and  the  breaches  were  so  hlrge^ 
that  the  T^rks  could  mount  in  formed  battattons  to 
^he  assault  of  it^o  bastion  of  England.  The  knights> 
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Mr)w  had  uwj^rta^i^  ^e  defence  i^f  it,  lined  th^ 
taiQparla  8]||rpr4  in  hand,  ^  wilh  jtheif  Jinodies  made 
a  new  parapet  for  its  defence.  T^ey  were  secandel 
hy  the  artilj^y  of  the  city,  whidi  p^yeijl  from  ge^ 
veral  places  upon  thie  foot  of  the  breacb«  The  in.^ 
fideU,  witboQt  jbeiug  daunted  ajt  the  nomber  of  tfidix 
slain,  rjMshe4  09  vi*h  fury  to  attach  tha  knigjhto; 
they  caone  up  wi|li  then^  gi!PHPP^  y^  Jthem,  aiiiji 
by  .their  ;a^u]titii4ei^  as  VfMfih  as  by  their  cour^^e, 
%<C/ed  Ibeip  ^  ^y^e  back.  IT^se  n^ble  defeqdaE^if 
saw  themselves  4m  the  poiijyt  of  being  pTerwheime^ 
by  ^ha  Qrowd  4>f  their  enemies/  when  the  chevalier 
de  Mor^gvt,  graod  priw  ef  jN^Tfm,  .a«d  one  of  the 
acl|)ui9Bt-iCApjUuns,  ee  tl^  were  ithen  called,  ran 
with  bis  oopnpfuiy  to  tl|e«r  succour,  restored  th^ 
bajttle,  forjoed  th^  infid^  19  itheir  tuin  to  retii:e^  aM4 
with  new  ^^Sarts  obliged  thesi  ajt  last^  after  the  J^o^ 
of  above  six  hundred  men,  lo.so^nd  a  retreat. 

9ujk  if  the  order  bad  emb  bfaye  defendanjU  u| 
the  person  of  her  knighits,  she  ulso  iiourished  in  her 
bes<Npj  vvl  even  aaoipog  heir  principal  cbiefin,  ^ 
traitor,  who  .omitted  nothing  to  forward  the  loss  oC 
Rhodes,  asnd  the  raiitfof  the  whole  cprdor.  The  rey^ 
dfC/  may  easily  perceive^  that  I  meMi  ihe  ohanceUflr 
d'Amaral.  The  commander  de  Bourbon,  i&.Us  a$ip 
count  of  the  siege  of  Hbo^es,  relates  this  {tragic^ 
event  as  fbllows. 

P'Amaral,  eter  tormented  with  ri|ge,  i^ad  with-r 
out  being  moved  at  seeing  the  blood  of  his  brejJirefi 
shed  every  day,  etill  maintained  his  qrimiaal  inf eU 
ligence  wstti'^e  Turks.  One  of  his  valets,  Blaise 
Dies  hy  name,  in  whom  he  entirely  .p^Mi&de^  9se4 
to  come  with  a  bow  in  his  hand,  M  unsaascinablf^ 
hours,  to  the  post  of  Auvergne,  wheuCLe,  wJienever 
he -thought  himadf  unobserved^  heiitot  anjiF^^yWi 
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iirith  a  letter  fixed  to  it,  into  the  enemy '«  cam^ry 
His  frequent  resort  to  the  same  place,  especially  iit 
a  besieged  crty,  immediately  gave  some  suspicion  ir 
but  as  they  had  not  seen  him  shoot  any  of  his  letters, 
and  besides  that  he  belonged  to  a  person  of  great 
authority,  those  who  had  observed  his  stolen  visit? 
thither  were  afraid  to  mention  it,  from  the  dread  of 
drawing  upon  themselves  the  resentment  of  a  pow- 
erful and  revengeful  man.  There  was  only  one 
knight,  who,  stifling  all  eonstderations,  and  seeing 
the  servant  often  return  to  the  same  place,  gave 
private  notice  thereof  to  the  grand  master,  who  im- 
mediately gave  orders  for  the  seizing  of  this  servant  r 
he  was  afterwards  examined  by  the  judges  of  the 
castellany,  who,  not  being  satisfied  with  hitf  equi- 
vocal'answers  to  their  interrogatories,  ordered  him 
to  be  put  to  the  torture.  He  owned,  upon  the  very 
first  twitches  of  it,  that  he  had,  by  his  master's 
command,  thrown  several  letters  into  the  Turkish 
camp,  to  point  out  to  them  the  weakest  places  of 
the  city.  He  added,  that  he  had  also  acquainted 
them,  that  the  order  had  lost  the  greatest  part  of 
its  knights  in  the  last  assaults;  and  besides,  that 
the  city  was  in  want  of  wine,  powder,  ammunition 
and  provisions ;  but  that,  though  the  grand  master 
Ivas  reduced  to  extremity,  the  grand  seignior  ought 
not  yet  to  flatter  himself  with  the  thought  of  being 
master  of  the  place  any  other  way  than  by  force  of 
arras. 

This  deposition  was  laid  before  the  council,  who 
gave  orders  for  seizing  the  chancellor,  whom  they 
carried  to  the  tower  of  St.  Nicholas.  Two  comman- 
ders, grand  crosses,  repaired  thither,  with  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  city,  to  examine  and  try  him :  they 
lead  to  him  the  deposition  of  bis  servant,  v  ho  wa^ 
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flfterwards  confronted  with  him,  and  maintained  to 
his  face,  that  it  was  by  his  orders  onlj  that  he  hact 
frequently  gone  to  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  andf 
had  thrown  letters  from  thence  into  the  camp  of*, 
the  infidels.  This  deposition  was  confirmed  by  that 
of  a  Greek  priest,  chaplain  to  the  order,  who  de- 
clared before  the  judges,  that,  passing  one  day  by 
the  faosse^braye  of  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  in  or- 
der to  observe  the  enemy's  works,  he  found  the 
chancellor  in  a  bye  corner  with  this  very  servant^ 
who  had  a  cross-bow,  with  a  quarrel  or  square  ar- 
row in  his  hand,  to  which  he  perceived  there  was  a 
paper  tied ;  that  the  chancellor,  who  was  then  look- 
ing through  a  loop-hole  for  the  cannon,  returning 
back,  seemed  surprised  to  see  him  so  near  him,  and 
demanded  of  him  roughly,  and  in  an  angry  manner, 
what  he  wanted :  and  that,  finding  his'  presence  in 
that  place  was  disagreeable  to  him,  he  tiad  made 
off  as  fast  as  possible. 

Diez  agreed  to  the  Greek  priest's  deposition  In  all 
its  circumstances.  This  servant,  who  might  perhaps 
flatter  himself  with  the  hopes  of  escaping  punish- 
ment by  accusing  bis  master,  added  further,  that 
the  chancellor  was  the  person  that  had  persuaded 
the  grand  seignior  to  invade  the  island,  by  the  in- 
telligence he  sent  him  of  the  condition  of  the  p1acr» 
and  dispatching  the  slave  before-mentioned  to  Con* 
stantinople,  the  whole  negociation  passing  through 
his  hands.  They  put  the  chancellor  at  the  same 
time  in  mind,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  grand  master's 
election,  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  he  would 
be  the  last  grand  master  of  Rhodes. 

D'Amaral,  no  ways  confused,  being  confronted  a 
second  time  with  his  servant  and  the  Greek  priest, 
affirmed^  that  Piez  was  a  yiliain  and  an  impostor^ 
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whose  depoBition^  he  md,  wa9  nothing  ehe  but  tkd 
e£fect  of  the  resentment  he  h«d  entertained  on  ao* 
count  of  the  pttnirfiments  that  his  ill  Qonduct  hail 
occasioned  him.  He  flatly  denied  all  the  facts  ad^ 
vanced  by  the  Greek  priest^  with  an  iatrepijlity 
that  ought  only  to  attend  on  innocence :  they  were 
forced  in  fine  to  have  recourse  to  jthe  rack;  bu^, 
before  they  put  him  to  it«  the  judges^  who  iFere  his 
brother  knights,  in  order  to  save  him  from  the  tor* 
tures  of  it,  83  ako  to  get  from  bin  an  aiecount  ^ 
'  his  accomplices,  conjured  hijn,  in  the  most  pressij^f 
terms,  to  encourage  them  to  save  his  life  by  .«P  xn« 
genuous  confession  of  U3  faults;  but  the  chancellor 
rejected  their  good  offices  with  indignatioa,  and 
demanded  of  them  haughtily,  if  they  thought  hw 
base  enough,  after  having  seryed  the  prd^r  for  above 
forty  years,,  to  dishonour  himself  at  the  ei^d  pf  his 
life,  by  the  confession  of  a  crime  which  he  was  in- 
capable of  committing.  He  bore  the  torture  n^itfi 
the  same  intrepidity ;  and  jowued  jonly^  that  at  the 
time  of  the  grand  master *s  elecition,  at  a  tima  :wh^n 
the  Turks  were  threatening  Rhodes  with  a  «ifge« 
having  no  great  opinion^  as  he  said,  of  the  £OUi:age 
and  abilities  of  TIsle-Adanv  he  had  dropped  a  word 
or  two,  and  said,  that  he  would,  perhaps*  be  tba 
last  grand  master  of  Rhodes;  when,  turning  tawwdf 
his  judges,  he  asked  them,  if  a  word,  that  emulation 
and  a  rivalship  for  the  same  Aigsuty  had  ex^oirted 
from  him,  deserved  to  hav<e  the  greaik  chancellor  of 
the  order  put  into  ihe  hands  of  exeopitloners.  But 
the  judges,  being  perauaded  of  his  £i:iminal  4;orre« 
tpondence  with  the  Turks,  were  not  4az2k4  by  his 
protestations :  no  one  took  his  r^ccimiiiations  against 
Diez  for  proob  of  bis  inaoceace :  t^e  master  and 
servant  were  both  condemned  to  death.  The  ohiSHXr 
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ecfHbr  wM  gefttenedd  tc>  be  brih^aded,  and  Diez  to 
ba  han|[^td :  th^r  bodies  were  afternraldBquartered, 
Alii  MlpMed  to  the  tieW  ef  the  Turks,  upon  the 
prifteijpttl  bastions  of  the  place.  The  valet  was  exe-^ 
Cttted  first:  he  was  a  Jew>  who  had  been  converted^ 
and  declared,  at  bis  execHtion,  that  he  died  a  good 
Christian.  Before  d- Amaral  was  put  to  death,  ait 
assembly  was  held  in  the  ^teat  church  of  St.  John, 
in  whlen  the  bailiff  d^  Manosqne  presided.  The . 
criminal  Was  brought  thither ^  they  read  him  his 
•entenee,  wbieh  tedered  kirn  to  be  degraded,  and 
Btrif>ped  of  the  habit  of  Ae  order;  which  was  done 
with  all  the  eeremonies  prescribed  b^  the  statutes. 
They  delivered  him  over  afterwards  to  the  secular 
arni^  Who  carried  him  to  prison,  and  the  next  day 
he  was  carried  in  a  cliait  to  the  public  place  where 
he  was  to  be  executed.  He  looked  upota  all  the  pre^ 
paratives  to  his  exetntion,  4and  the  approaches  of 
d^th^  with  a  resolution  worthy  of  a  bettet  cause; 
but  his  refusing,  in  that  exttemity,  to  recommend 
himself  to  the  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  whose 
iftiage  the  priest  that  assisted  hita  presented  to  him, 
g^te  them  no  advantageous  opinion  of  his  piety. 
Fontanus,  a  cohtetopori^  historian,  and  an  eye*> 
witness  of  what  passed,  Speaking  of  the  ^efy  diffe^ 
rent  deaths  of  two  gtktiA  ctasses,  who  wete  appoint- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  tiie  irfege,  in  jomt  commfar* 
eioh  with  d'Amaral,  to  visit  and  take  care  of  the 
ammunition  and  provMons,  and  who  wM'e  both 
killed  in  assailfts,  adds,  with  liegard  to  the  chan- 
cellor, whoVn  be  speaks  of  but  doe*  not  name ;  ''*  God 
had  reserved  the  last  t>f  the  tfiree  for  a  shameAil 
death,  which  he  richly  deserved."  Howerct,  the 
services  be  had  done  the  order  for  so  many  years, 
^is  intre|>idtty  under  ^he  most  exquisite  torment*  of 
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^he  rack,  the  ancient  and  valuable  fidelity  of  (he 
Portuguese  gentry  to  their  sovereigns,  of  which 
there  are  so  many  illustrious  examples  in  history; 
jEtU  this  might  serve  to  balance  the  deposition  of  a 
«^rvant :  and  perhaps  the  chancellor  would  not  have 
been  treated  so  very  rigoroudy,  if,  when  the  public 
nfety  is  at  stake,  bare  suspicion  were  not  9  crime, 
that  state*policy  seldom  pardons. 

But,  be  that  as  it  will,  to  resume  the  relation  of 
^his  famous  siege,  Solyman,  tired  out  with  its  con- 
tinuance, and  the  little  success  of  his  miners,  ordered 
Achmet  to  begin  his  batteries  again,  and  disposo 
his  soldiers  for  a  general  assault  The  eyes  of  all  the 
universe  were  then  fixed  upon  Rhodes.  The  Turks 
flattered  themselves  with  hopes  of  carrying  it  by 
storm;  and  the  kuights,  who  were  reduced  to  a 
small  number,  and  were  rather  hid  and  buried  than 
fortified  in  the  little  ground  that  was  left  them, 
waited  with  impatience  for  the  succours  which  the 
Christian  princes  had  so  long  fed  them  with  the  vain 
hopes  of  sending  them,  in  order  to  raise  th't  siege. 
But  the  emperor  Charles  V.  and  Francis  I.  king  of 
iF ranee,  were  so  obstinately  animated  against  one 
another,  that  they  durst  not  send  away  their  troops 
or  divide  them :  and  the  other  European  princes, 
most  of  whom  were  engaged  on  the  side  of  one  of 
those  two  princes,  and  were  afraid  lest  their  own 
territories  should  be  invaded,  kept  their  forces  about 
them  for  fear  of  a  surprise.  The  pope  himself, 
Adrian  Vl.  a  pious  and  indeed  learned  pontifif,  but 
of  no  great  capacity,  and  entirely  devoted  to  the 
emperor,  being  pressed  by  cardinal  Julian  de  Me- 
dicis,  an  old  knight  of  the  order,  to  send  his  galleys 
to  Rhodes,  with  a  body  of  infantry,  which  then  lay 
about  Rome,  the  new  pontiff  excused  himself  fron^ 
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CO)  doiiigy  under  pretence,  that  as  he  vfSB  not  skilled 
ill  the  arts  of  government,  he  could  not  send  away 
his  troops  whilst  all  Italy  was  in  arms;  though  it  is 
very  probable,  that  he  durst  not  dispose  of  them 
without  the  privity  and  consent  of  the  emperor  his 
benefs^ctor :  and  that  out  of  complaisance  to  that 
prince^  instead  of  sending  them  to  Rhodes,  he  or^* 
dered  them  to  march  into  the  Milanese  and  Lom<* 
bardy,  where  they  were  employed  against  the 
French^ 

Thus  were  the  grand  master  and  his  knights,  af^^ 
ter  putting  their  whole  confidence  in  God,  left  with- 
out any  hoped  of  succour  but  what  they  could  draw 
from  the  order  itself:  they  were  besides  so  unfor*^ 
tunate  as  not  to  receive  a  considerable  convoy^ 
which  the  French  knights  sent  in  two  dhips  from  the 
port  of  Marseilles.  One  of  these  ships,  after  a  storm 
of  several  days,  was  lost  off  Monaco,  and  the  other, 
losing  lier  mastd  in  the  same  storm,  was  stranded  on 
the  coast  of  Sardinia,  and  disabled  from  putting  to 
sea.  Nor  were  the  English  less  unfortunate.  Sir 
Thomas  Newport,  embarking  with  several  knighta 
of  that  nation,  and  a  quantity  of  provisions  as  well 
as  money  on  board,  was  caught  in  the  same  storm, 
and  stranded  upon  a  desert  country*  The  chevalier 
Aulamo,  of  the  language  of  Arragon,  and  prior  of 
St.  Martin,  was  in  hopes  of  getting  into  the  port  of 
Rhodes.  But  he  was  met  in  the  Archipelago  by 
some  Turkish  galleys,  and,  after  a  long  engage^ 
ment,  got  out  of  their  hands  with  great  difficulty. 
The  grand  master,  though  abandoned  by  all  hu«* 
tnan  succour,  did  not  abandon  himself,  or  despond. 
This  great  man,  in  so  sad  an  extremity,  discovered 
the  same  courage;,  which  had  carried  him  so  often 
upon  the  breach,  and  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies* 
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By  his  orders,  the  knights,  that  resided  in  the  ad* 
joining  isles  that  depended  on  Rhodes,  and  in  the 
castle  of  St.  Peter,  quitted  them,  in  order  to  pre*, 
fierve  the  capital  of  the  order,  and  transported  thi^ 
ther,  ou  board,  some  light  barks  and,  little  brigan«< 
tineStMl  the  soldiers^  arms  iMid  provisions  they  werei 
masters  of.    The  gr^fMJl  master,  in  the  extremity  to 
ivhich  he  was  re4iuc;fd,  took  this  step^;  in  hopes  of 
one  day  re^^overii^;  t}ipse  islands,  if  he  c^uld  but 
maintain  his  ground  in  Rhodes.     But  as  they  had 
drawjt  the^.likjssn^flimrs  from*  these  pla<;6S  before, 
this  last,  the  only  hqpes. the  knights  had  left,  be- 
trayed their  ^^AkAssi^mare  than  it  angmeiited  their 
forces.    The  gnuii  master,  dispiatched  a$  the  s^me 
time  the  chey^ier  Vja^Cfin^  of  the  language  of  Eng- 
land, into  Candid,  t^  endeauFour  toiobtain  provisions 
from  thence;  and, sent  a^othe^  knight^  called  Pe^ 
Reaux,  to  Naples^^  tfi^haatea  tue  succQurs,  which 
were  retarded  by  the^igour  of  the  season:  but  all 
his  endeavours  were. fruitless;  and  one  .would  have 
thought,  that  the  wiqds  and  the  sea  ha4  conspired 
the  loss  of  the  islp  of  Rhodes,  and  of  this  armament, 
the  last  supply,  that  the  besieged  had  any  hopes  of. 
T.he  Turks^  tq  whom  .some  deserters  had  repre- 
sented these  sucAQprs.^s,  stronger  and  miiich  nearer 
than  they. were  in  reality,  used  their  endeavours 
to  preveiit  thean     Achmet,  who,  under  Solyman's 
ordejrs,  had  the  whole  dir^ctioB  of  the  siege,  planted 
a  battery  of  sevent^eii  casoipn  against  the  bastioq 
of  Italyi  apd  completed  the  r^ifk  of  all  the  fortifi- 
catioiis.    He  afterwards,  ran  his  trenohss  to;  the  foot 
of  the  wall;  and  to  secure  his  men  from  being 
galled  by  the  artillery  of  the  place,  he  covered 
these  new  works  with  thick  planks  and  great  beams 
of  tim^jsr^  His  pion^eers  afterwards  pierced  through 
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the  vair^  and  ran  thefrioio^  as  Tar  asitUe  lAtreheli- 
neiits, 'and.  then  digging*  away  the  earth  that  sup- 
{Sorted  thdm^  they  made  them  sinkj  ift>  that  the 
knights'  werer  forced  to  retire  farther  within  the 
town':  ^nd  %he  grand  tnagter^  who  he  «rielr  stirred  from 
the  attacks,  seeing  the  infidels  masters  of  the  best 
part  of  the  platform  .of  the  i 'bastion,  was  forced  to 
demolish  the  church  of  St.  Pantaloon,  and  the  cha- 
pel of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Victoire,  to  hinder  the 
Turks  from  making  lodgements  there,  and  he  em- 
ployed the  materials  of  those  two  churches  in  making 
new  barrioadoes  and  intrenchments,  to  hinder  the 
^nemy  from  penetrating  farther  into  the  place. 

The  Turkish  general  had  the  same  success  at  the 
bastion  of  England.  After  hts  artillery  had  played 
upon  itfor  several  days,  and  that  he  had  demolished 
the  walls  and  rained  the  fortifica4;ions,  several 
knights  proposed  to  abandon  it;  but  that  they 
should  first  fill  the  mines  tka%  were  under  it  with 
powder,  in  order  to  blow  up  the  infidels  that  should 
throw  themselves  into  it.  But  it  was  remonstrated 
in  the  council  of  war,  held  on  thi^  subject,  thait  In 
the  extremity  to  which  »they  were  reduced,  the  sa- 
ving of  the  place  depended  entirely  on  prolonging 
the  siege,  so  as  to  allow  time  for  the  succours' they 
expected  to  arrive ;  and /that  therefore  there  was  not 
a  foot  of  ground,  but  what  was-  to  be  disputed  with 
the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  This  last  opinion 
prevailed ;  and  though  the-bastiowwas^ntirely  ruined 
by  mines,  and  the  fire  .of  the  artifHmy,'  nevertheless 
the  chevalier  Bin  dc  Malicome,  offered  generously 
to  defend  it;  and  in  spite  of  the  continual  attacks 
pf  the  Turks,  he  maintained  it  with  great  glory  to 
the  very  end  of  the  siege. 
*  The  Turks  did  not  allow  any  more  rest  to  th^ 
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knights  tliat  defended  the  posts  of  Italy  and  Spain. 
They  attacked  the  first  on  the  22d  of  November. 
They,  as  has  been  already  observed,  had  seized  on 
the  best  part  of  the  platform  of  Itoly ;  the  knightfl 
had  scarce  a  third  of  it  left,  and  both  of  them  were 
buried  as  it  were  in  subterraneous  works,  and  diyi-r 
ded  only  by  plai^ks  and  beams  from  one  another* 
The  Turks,  seeing  themselves  in  possession  of  the 
greatest  part  of  this  platform,  undertook  to  drive 
the  knights  entirely  out  of  it.  A  battalion  of  the 
infidels,  on  the  side  next  the  sea,  mounted  to  the  as- 
sault, whilst  another  body  attacked  their  intrench-- 
ments  sword  in  hand.  But  they  met  with  the  same 
valour  and  resistance  in  all  places;  and  though  the 
knights  had  lost  abundance  of  men  in  these  bloody 
attacks,  they  yet  repulsed  the  infidels,  and  obliged 
theiQ  to  retire^ 

It  was  however  only  to  return  a  few  days  after-f 
wards  iu  much  greater  numbers.  The  attack  was 
preceded  by  a  mine,  which  they  sprung  under  the 
bastion  of  Spain.  It  made  a  great  pannel  of  the 
wall  fall  down :  and  in  order  to  hinder  the  knights 
from  making  new  intrenchments  behind  this  breach^ 
a  battery  of  their  largest  cannon  played  for  a  whole 
night  and  day  without  intermission  upon  this  place* 
The  Turks,  upon  the  thirtieth  of  November,  re-: 
turned  at  day  break  to  the  assault,  whilst  Peri  ba-: 
sha  at  the  same  time  attacked  the  Italian  platform 
again.  But  the  main  effort  of  the  infidels  was  made 
against  the  bastion  of  Spain ;  the  Turks  in  great 
numbers,  and  sustained  by  the  bravest  troops  of 
their  army,  advanced  boldly  up  to  the  breach,  not* 
withstanding  all  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  and  small 
shot  of  the  besieged;  their  great  numbers  prevailed 
over  all  the  courage  of  the  RhodianS;  and  they  pe^ 
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netrated  as  far  as  the  intrenchments,  which  the  baU 
liff  Martinengo  had  made  before  he  was  wounded : 
but  at  the  sound  of  the  bells  which  proclaimed  the 
danger  that  the  city  was  in,  th6  grand  master,  the 
prior  of  St.  Giles,  the  baili£PMartinengo^  who  vt'asnot 
yet  quite  cured  of  his  wound,  ran  from  different 
places,  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  knights  and  in-^ 
habitants ;  none  of  them  observing  any  order  but 
what  his  courage  and  perhaps  his  despair  dictated ; 
and  all  of  them,  regardless  how  they  exposed  their 
lives,  rushed  with  a  fcind  of  fury  upon  the  Turks. 
The  infidels  did  not  show  less  courage ;  they  grappled 
with  one  another  with  equal  advantage,  and  with-<- 
out  being  able  to  discover  what  the  success  of  this 
terrible  engagement  would  be.  Happily  for  Rhodes 
there  fell  a  prodigious  rain ;  floods  of  water  fell  from 
the  skies,  and  washed  away  the  earth  that  served  as 
a  shoulder  work  to  the  trenches  of  the  infidels.  This 
laying  them  open  to  the  artillery  of  the  post  of  Au»- 
Tergne,  it  played  furiously,  and  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  them;  and  the  other  batteries,  which  they 
had  placed  upon  the  mills  of  Colquin,  and  the  mus* 
keteers  of  the  knights  firing  continually  upon  the 
breach,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy  that  was 
lodged  there,  made  so  horrible  a  slaughter  of  them 
that  such  as  could  escape  the  fury  of  the  cannon 
ran  as  fast  as  possible  to  their  camp  and  trenches, 
notwithstanding  all  the  menaces  of  their  officers. 

The  Turks  were  not  more  successful  in  their  at- 
tack of  the  platform  of  Italy :  Peri  basha,  who  com- 
manded at  it,  after  losing  his  bravest  men,  and  hear- 
ing of  the  ill  success  of  the  attack  on  the  Spanish 
bastion,  seeing  likewise  his  troops  almost  drowned 
ivith  rain,  ordered  the  retreat  to  be  sounded.  Such 
^aj9  the  success  of  a  day,  wbii;h  wpul4  hay.^  been 
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the  last  for  the  liberty  of  Rhodet,  had  not  the  gtBnd 
master  and  his  knights  preserred  it»  by  neglectiog 
their  own  preservation,  and  bravely  exposing  their 
lives  without  the  least  reserve. 

Soiyman  conid  not  seehistrMps'coming  back  in 
disorder,  and  in  a  downright  flight,  without  falling 
into  a  passion :  he  had  been  almost  six  months,  with 
300,000  men,  before  the  piaeei  witfaoot  being  able 
to  take  it  2  the  vexation  he  felt,  and  his  apprehensions 
that  the  Christian  princes  might  at  iast  unite  their 
forces  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  raise^he  siege,  made 
him  shut  himself  np  some  days  in  his' tent,  without 
^uflering  any  of  his  captains  to  come  near  him.  No 
Y>ne  durst  offer  to  come  into  his  ^presence:  no  one 
hut  Peri  ba^ha  his  old  governor,  who  had  a  parti- 
cular privilege  to  enter,  durst  venture  to  speak  to 
4iim.  That  subtle  minister,  in  order  to 'bring  him  to 
a  better  temper,  represented  to  hiin^  that  the  troops 
were  lodged  upon  the  principal  ^bastions;  that  he 
V  as  iu  possession  of  part  of  the  place ;  and  that  ano- 
ther assault  would  carry  it :  that  tliey  had  indeed  to 
deal  with  a  set  of  desperate  men,  who  would  suffer 
themselves  to  be  all  killed  to  a  man  rather  than 
surrender :  but  that  the  knights  were  reduced  to  a 
small  number ;  that  the  inhabitants,  who  were  most 
of  them  Greeks,  had  not  the  same  courage,  *nor  in- 
deed the  -same  interest  to  be  obstinate  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  place,  and  that  he  was  persuaded  they 
would  not  reject  a  composition  which  offered  them 
security  for  their  lives  and  fortunes:  the  sultan  ap- 
proved this  advice,  and  ordered  him  to  pnt  it  in 
execution. 

Peri  ordered  several  letters  in  the  grand  seignior's 
name  to  be  thro^i^n  into  the  place,  exhorting  the 
inhabitants  to  submit  to  his  empire,  and  threatening 
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them  at  the  same  time  with  the  most  cruel  treat-* 
ment,  themselves,  their  wives  and  children,  if  they 
should  be  taken  by  storm.     The  basha  afterwards 
employed  a  Genoese,  that  happened  to  be  in  Soly--> 
man,-s  camp,  who,  advancing  near  the  bastion  of> 
Auver^ue,  desired  leave  to  speak.     This  Genoese, 
whose  name  was  Hieronyrao  Monilio,  affecting  a 
feigned  compassion,  said,  that  as  he  was  a  Christian, 
he  could  not  bear  to  see  the  approaching  loss  and 
massacre  of  so  many  Christians  his  brethren,  who 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  the  formidable  power 
of  Solyman ;  that  their  fortifications  were  destroyed, 
their  intrenchments  ruined,  and  the  enemy  already 
lodged  within  the  place ;  that  they  ought  in  pru- 
dence to  prevent  the  dismal  consequences  of  a  town's 
being  carried  by  storm,  and  that  it  would  not  per- 
haps be  impossible  to  obtain  a  sure  and  even  an  ho- 
nourable composition  from  Solyman.     The  com- 
mander of  the  bastion,  by  th«  grand  master's  order, 
answered  him,  that  the  knights  of  St.  John  never 
treated  with  the  infidels  but  sword  in  hand;  and  fori 
fear  lest  his  artful  discourse  should  make  any  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  he  or-^ 
dered  him  to  retire.  The  cunning  agent  of  the  ba** 
sha,  far  from  being  diseouraged;  returned  two  dayft 
afterwards  to  the  same  place^  under  pretence  of 
having  letters  to  deliver  to  a  Genoese  that  was  iiv 
the  place.     But  the  commandant,  ordering  him  to 
retire,  he  declared  that  he  brou^t  a  packet  from. 
Solyman  to  the  grand  master:  thift  was  a  new  pre** 
text  fpr  entering  into  a  negeciation^  but  the  grand, 
master  eluded  it^  by  refusing  to  receive  it,  from  the. 
apprehensions  he  was. under,  that  the  bare  appea- 
rances of  a  treaty  would  enervate  the  courage  of 
the  soldiers  and  inhcibitants;  and  in  order  to  oblige. 
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this  hegociator  to  go  off,  they  fired  some  itibgkef- 
shot  at  him.  An  Albanian  deserter  from  the  city/ 
tvhohad  entered  afterwards  into  Soly man's  service, 
was  the  next  to  act  his  part,  and  after  the  nsnal 
signals,  desired  admittance  into  the  place,  in  order 
to  present  the  grand  master  with  a  letter,  which  he 
was  to  deliver  to  him  from  the  sultan;  but  he  watf 
not  better  received  than  the  Genoese.  The  grand 
master,  for  fear  of  discouraging  his  troops,  refused 
to  give  him  audience,  and  declared  to  him,  that 
they  would  for  the  future,  without  any  regard  to 
signals  of  parley,  or  the  character  of  envoys,  fire 
upon  all  that  should  offer  to  come  near  the  place. 

Nevertheless  the  frequent  arrival  of  these  agents, 
and  the  grand  seignior's  letters,  which  the  basha 
had  taken  care  to  throw  into  the  city,  did  not  fail 
to  produce  the  desired  effect.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  being  of  the  Greek  religion,  bf  gan 
to  hold  private  meetings  between  themselves;  the 
most  mutinous,  or  rather  the  most  timorous  and 
cowardly,  represented,  that  most  of  them  had  lost 
their  relations  and  friends  in  the  many  assaults  that 
had  been  given ;  that  they  themselves  were  on  the 
brink  of  ruin;  that  the  enemy  was  intrenched  within 
the  place,  and  that  at  the  Tery  first  attack  they 
should  see  themselves  overwhelmed  with  the  formi- 
dable multitude  of  the  infidels;  that  they  had,  for 
a  long  time,  been  resolved  to  sacrifice  their  own 
lives,  but  could  not  see  the  dishonour  and  slavery 
of  their  wives  and  children  without  the*  most  pierc- 
ing affliction;  that  they  might  prevent  such  a  ter- 
rible calamity  by  surrendering  on  honourable  terms; 
and,  after  all,  that  whatever  the  knights  might  al- 
lege, the  example  of  so  many  Christian  states,  that 
lived  peaceably  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks> 
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Was  a  proaf  that  they  might  do  the  same;  and  by 
paying  a  small  tribute,  they  might  also  save  both 
iheir  religion  and  their  fortunes. 

Such  discourses  as  these,  repeated  at  different 
meetings,  determined  the  most  considerable  of  the 
inhabitants  to  apply  to  their  metr6politan:  they 
begged  him  to  take  pity  on  his  people,  and  to  re-^ 
present  to  the  grand  master,  that  if  he  did  iiot  im- 
mediately treat  with  the  grand  seignior,  they  must 
necessarily  be  the  first  victims  of  the  fury  of  the 
victorious  soldiers,  and  that  he  himself  would  see 
the  churches  profaned,  the  relics  of  the  saints  tram* 
pled  under  foot,  and  the  women  and  virgins  exposed 
to  the  brutality  of  the  infidels.  The  prelate  entered 
into  these  Just  considerations,  and  laid  the  remon* 
strances  and  request  of  his  people  before  the  grand 
master.  The  grand  master  at  first  rejected  tbe  pro- 
posals of  the  metropolitan  with  a  noble  disdain,  and 
declared  to  him,  that  he  and  his  knigbts  had,  when 
they  shut  themselves  up  in  Rhodes,  resolved  to  h6 
buried  on  the  breach,  or  in  the  last  intrenchmentd 
of  the  place;  and,  that  he  hoped  the  inhabitants 
would  follow  their  example,  and  show  the  same 
courage. 

But  the  metropolitan  found  them  in  a  verjr  dif-** 
ferent  disposition;  fear  on  one  side,  and  a  desire  of 
peace  on  thfe  other,  had  got  the  ascendant  over  them. 
New  deputies  were  sent  back  the  following  day, 
iirho  applied  directly  to  the  grand  master :  they  de- 
clared to  him,  that,  unless  he  took  some  measures  to 
preserve  the  iiihabitants,  they  themselves  could  not 
help  taking  the  most  proper  means  to  secure  the 
lives  and  honour  of  their  wives  and  children. 

The  grand  master  fearing  that  despair  might 
occasion  a  fatal  division  that  would  hastdn  the  loss 
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of  the  place,  referred  them  to  the  coanciL  White 
they  were  deliberating  about  this  important  matter, 
three  merchants  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  council- 
house;  on  being  admitted  they  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  in  which  they 
besought  the  order  to  make  some  provision  for  the 
safety  of  their  wives  and  children;  insinuating,  at 
the  end  of  the  petition,  that  if  the  order  should  have 
ho  regard  thereto,  they  should  think  themselves 
obliged  by  all  laws,  both  divine  and  human,  not  to 
abandon  them  to  the  fury  and  brutality  of  the  iu- 
iSdels.  The  grand  master,  before  any  answer  was 
given  them,  ordered  the  knights  who  commanded 
at  the  several  posts  to  be  called  in,  in  order  to  learn 
from  them  a  true  and  exact  accout  of  the  state  and 
forces  of  the  place.  He  addressed  himself  particu- 
larly to  the  gran^  prior  of  St.  Giles,  and  the  bailiff 
Martinengo,  who  had  a  few  days  before  taken  arms 
again,  and  resumed  the  defence  of  the  place.  These 
two  great  men,  who  had  so  often  exposed  their  lives 
on  the  most  dangerous  occasions,  declared  one  after 
the  other,  that  they  thought  themselves  obliged, 
both  in  conscience  and  honour,  to  represent  to  the 
assembly,  that  the  place  was  not  any  longer  tenable; 
that  the  Turks  had  advanced  their  works  above 
forty  paces  forwards,  and  above  thirty  crosswise, 
into  the  city ;  that  they  were  fortified  there  in  such 
a  manner,  that  they  could  no  longer  entertain  the 
hope  of  driving  them  out,  or  that  they  themselves 
could  retire  farther  back,  in  order  to  make  new  in- 
trenchments;  that  all  the  pioneers  and  the  best  of 
the  soldiers  were  killed ;  that  they  themselves  could 
not  be  ignorant  how  many  knights  the  order  had 
lost ;  that  the  town  was  equally  in  want  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions;  and  that,  without  a  speedy 
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and  powerful  succour  they  could  see  no  resource^ 
and  had  eyen  reason  to  fear»  that  at  the  first  attack 
the  Christians  would  be  bore  down  by  the  foraudablo 
power  and  vast  numbers  of  the  infidels. 

The  council,  upon  the  report  of  two  captains  so 
brave  in  their  persons^  and  so  greatly  skilled  in  tho 
art  of  war,  were  unauimonsly  of  opinion,  that  they 
should  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Solyman.  The 
grand  master  was  the  only  person  that  differed  fron^ 
them  in  that  respect,  and  who»  without  abating 
any  thing  of  his  usual  constancy  and  magnanimity, 
represented  to  them,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  so 
many  ages  as  the  order  had  been  mailing  war  upon 
the  infidels,  the  knights  had,  on  the  most  periloni 
occasions,  always  preferred  a  holy  and  glorious 
death  before  a  frail  and  precarious  life;  that  he  wag 
ready  to  set  4hem  an  example,  and  be^ed  of  them, 
before  they  took  so  grievous  a  step,  to  reflect  onco 
more  upon  it  in  the  most  serious  manner. 

The  principal  persons  of  the  council  replied,  that 
if  their  own  lives  only  were  c<mcemed,  they  would 
all  follow  his  example,  and  freely  die  by  his  side; 
that  they  were  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives;  that 
they  had  devoted  them  to  God  when  they  took  the 
habit;  but  that  the  safety  of  the.inhabitants  was  the 
business  in  questioii :  that  if  the  infidels  should  carry 
the  place  by  storm,  and  enter  it  sword  in  hand, 
they  would  force  the  women  and  eUidren,  and  all 
weak  persons,  to  renounce  the  faith;  that  they 
would  make  the  most  of  the  inhabitaats  either  slavea 
or  renegadoes;  and  that  the  churches,  and  particu** 
larly  the  relics,  which  had  so  long  been  the  object 
of  their  veneration  at  Rhodes,  wOuld  be  profaned 
by  the  infidels,  and  be  mad^e  the  subject  of  their 
Cfmtempt  and  raillery.  Ihfi  grand  master  atlengtt^ 
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yielded  to  these  pioHs  considerations;  and  they  re* 
solved^  that  the  first  overtures  of  peace  the  saltan 
should  make,  to  give  an  answer^  and  enter  upon  a 
negociatton. 

The  grand  seignior,  uneasy  at  the  thonghts  of 
succours,  a  report  of  which  the  knights  had  taken 
care  to  spread  abroad,  and  unable  either  to  take  the 
place,  or  to  raise  the  siege  consistent  with  his  ho- 
liour,  endeayoured,  by  new  proposals,  to  shake  the 
resolution  and  constancy  of  the  knights :  they  plant- 
ed, by  his  orders,  a  flag  on  the  top  of  the  church  of 
St.  Mary,  and  in  a  quarter  called  the  Lymonitres. 

The  gr^nd  master  thereupon  ordered  another  to 
be  fixed  upon  a  mill  that  was  at  the  gate  of  Cosquin. 
Upon  thissi^al  two  Turks,  who  seemed  to  be  con- 
siderable officers,  came  out  of  the  trenches,  and  ad- 
pranced  towards  the  gate;  they  were  met  there  by 
the  prior  of  St.  Giles  and  the  bailiff  Martinengo,  to 
whom  they  delivered  a  letter  from  Solyman  to  the 
grand  master,  without  speaking  a  word.  The  letter 
contained  a  summons  to  surrender  the  place,  with 
advantageous  offers,  provided  they  should  deliver 
it  up  imitiediately,  and  threats  of  putting  all  to  the 
sword,  if  they  delayed  it  any  longer.  The  common 
council  of  the  order  and  the  great  council  were  for 
hearing  the  conditions  which  the  sultan  offered :  they 
agreed  to  give  hostages  on  both  sides.  The  ordeJr 
B?nt,  as  deputies  to  Solyman,  Sir  Anthony  Grolee^ 
called  Passim,  and  Robert  Perrucey,  judge  of 
Rhodes,  who  both  spoke  the  vulgar  Greek  with  fa*^ 
cility.  The  Turks,  on  their  side,  sent  into  Rhodes  a 
nephew  of  general  Achmet's,  and  one  of  Solyman's 
interpreters,  in  whom  that  prince  put  an  entire  con-- 
fidence.  The  chevalier  de  Grol^e  and  his  brother 
deputy  were  admitte4  to  an  apdience  of  the  grv^d 
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6eignior«  who  told  them,  that  he  was  dispoeed  to  le$ 
them  go  quietly  oat  of  the  island  and  the  East,  pro* 
Tided  they  would  immediately  surrender  to  him 
Khodes,  Fort  St.  Peter,  Lango,  and  the  other  little 
islands  of  the  order:  but  that  if,  from  a  resolution 
of  making  a  rash  defence,  they  should  be  obstinate 
4n  attempting  to  hold  out  any  longer  against  his 
formidable  power,  he  would  destroy  all  before  him 
with  fire  and  sword.  The  two  deputies  desired  to 
return  into  the  place  to  communicate  his  pretensions 
to  the  grand  master  and  the  council;  but  the  Turks 
sent  back  Perrucey  only,  with  orders  to  bring  a 
decisive  answer  immediately ;  and  general  Achmet 
kept  the  chevalier  de  Grolee  in  his  tent,  whom  he 
treated  very  honourably,  and  owned  to  him  at  table, 
in  the  heat  of  the  entertainment,  that  the  sultan 
had  lost,  at  that  siege,  forty-four  thousand  men  by 
the  arms  of  the  knights,  besides  almost  as  considerr 
able  a  number,  that  had  died  of  sickness  and  cold 
since  the  beginning  of  the  winter. 

Daring  these  preliminaries  of  the  negociation,  a 
company  of  young  fellows^  who  were  some  of  the 
most  inconsiderable  of  the  townsmen,  and  who  had 
jiot  been  consulted  in  the  petition  which  the  prin* 
cipal  inhabitants  had  presented  to  the  grand  master, 
Tan  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  the  palace,  to  com* 
plain  that  they  were  treating  with  the  enemy  with- 
out their  consent,  which  would  be  delivering  them 
up  to  a  perfidious  nation,  that  gloried  in  breaking 
their  faith  with  Christians,  and  that  they  all  chose 
to  die  with  their  weapons  in  their  hands,  rather 
than  be  cut  to  pieces  after  the  capitulation,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Belgrade  had  been.  The  grand  master, 
^ho  was  used  to  the  bravadoes  and  vanity  of  the 
Greeks^  answered  them  with  great  moderatiop^  that 
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prudence  did  not  allow  htm  to  pttUish  the  Motiyei 
of  the  negooiation^  for  fear  the  gnand  aeignior  should 
be  informed  of  the  ill  condition  of  the  place  and 
break  it,  and  his  troops  make  another  assault^  whieh» 
be  was  afraid,  they  wanted  forecs  suflicient  to  sns*- 
tain;  bnt  that  he  was  exceedingly  pleased  to  find 
them  so  well  disposed  to  defend  tiietr  country;  that 
they  should  see  him  always  at  their  head,  and  ready 
to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  tar  the  preserve 
tion  of  the  place :  he  desired  them  only  to  remember 
to  brii^  thither,  on  the  £rst  oecasiien  that  night 
offer  itself,  the  same  courage^  and  ail  the  resolution 
^at  they  boasted  of  in  their  discourse,  and  in  ^o 
presence  of  their  sorereign* 

As  no  great  aeeount  was  made  ef  the  idle  talk 
of  a  troop  of  braggadocios,  tiie  grand  master  and 
the  eouneil,  being  informed  by  one  of  their  deputies 
t)f  flbe  sultan's  disposition,  thought  fit  to  send  two 
addiiioBal  ambassadors  to  him :  and  chose  for  that 
employment,  Don  Raimond  Marquet  and  DonLo^^ 
pes  Cepas,  both  Spaniards,  who,  in  the  audience 
they  had  of  the  grand  seignior,  demanded  of  him  a 
troce  for  three  days,  in  wder  to  regulate  the  capi- 
tulation, and  adjust  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  partly  Latins  and  partly  Greeks. 

But  that  prince,  being  always  uneasy  at  the  re- 
•ports  spread  in  his  army  of  an  approaching  succour, 
i^ected  the  pveposition  of  a  truce ;  and  in  order  to 
determine  the  grand  master  to  treat  immediately, 
he  commanded  his  officers  to  begin  firing  again, 
and  prepare  every  thing  for  a  generi^l  assault.  He 
seat  back,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  new  euToys, 
but  kept  the  other,  with  a  design  of  resuming  the 
negooiation,  if  be  did  not  succeed  immediately  in 
the  attack. 
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The  batteries  began  to  fire  on  both  tidei«  but  not 
80  furiously  on  that  of  the  knights^  who  retenred 
the  little  powder  left  them  for  the  assaults  they 
were  unavoidably  to  stand.  The  grand  master^  see- 
ing the  attack  renewed,  sent  for  those  inhabitants 
who  had  spoke  to  him  with  so  much  ostentation  of 
their  courage ;  he  tohl  them,  that  now  was  the  time 
for  their  giving  him  proofs  of  it :  and  an  order  was 
issued  in  his  name,  and  published  with  sound  of 
trumpet,  to  all  the  citizens,  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  advanced  posts,  with  a  strict  injunction  not 
to  quit  them  either  day  or  night,  under  pain  of 
death.  The  townsmen  obeyed  this  order  for  some 
days;  but  a  certain  young  man,  terrified  at  the 
danger  to  which  he  was  exposed  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  stealing  home  in  the  night,  the  grand 
master  seised  him,  and  the  council  of  war  condemned 
him  to  be  hanged,  as  an  example  to  the  rest,  and 
in  order  to  keep  up  discipline. 

Though  all  the  fortifications  of  Rhodes  were 
ruined,  and  the  city  was  in  a  manner  no  more  than 
a  heap  of  stones  and  rubbish,  yet  the  knights  still 
Itept  their  ground  in  the  barbacan  or  fausse-braye 
of  the  bastion  of  Spain,  where  the  grand  master 
himself  lodged,  in  order  to  take  the  better  care  of 
its  defence ;  the  Turks  attacked  it  on  the  17th  of 
December. 

The  engagement  was  very  bloody  and  obstinate; 
they  fought  almost  the  whole  day,  on  both  sides, 
with  equal  animosity;  the  grand  master,  and  the 
few  knights  he  had  left,  ran  to  meet  their  wounds, 
and  rather  than  survive  the  loss  of  the  place,  went 
in  quest  of  death,  that  seemed  to  fly  from  them.  In 
fine,  they  exerted  themselves  so  nobly,  that,  after, 
making  a  terrible  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


573  HISTOET  o* 

forced  them  to  retire.  But  the  infidels,  animatea 
by  the  reproaches  of  the  sultan,  returned  the  next 
day  to  the  assault,  and  came  on  in  such  vast  num-* 
bers,  that  the  knights,  borne  down  by  their  multi- 
tude, were  forced  to  abandon  the  work,  and  throw- 
themselves  into  the  city,  to  defend  it  to  the  utmost 
extremity,  and  bury  themselves  in  its  ruins. 

The  townsmen,  terrified  at  the  approaching  dan- 
ger>  abandoned  their  posts,  and  retired  one  after 
another.  The  grand  master  and  his  knights  were 
forced  to  make  alone  the  ordinary  guard  of  the 
place;  and  if  those  noble  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ 
had  not  remained  upon  the  breach,  it  would  have 
been  surprised,  and  carried  by  assault.  In  fine,  all 
the  inhabitants  came  in  a  body,  to  beseech  the 
grand  master  to  resume  the  negociation,  and  en-^ 
treated  him  to  give  them  leave  to  send  two  depu- 
ties of  their  own,  along  with  his  ambassadors,  to  tho 
camp,  to  take  care  of  their  interests  in  the  capitu- 
lation: the  grand  master  consented  to  it:  the  body 
of  the  townsmen  named  Peter  Singlifico  and  Ni- 
cholas Vergati,  when  the  chevalier  de  Grol^e,  who 
had  renewed  the  negociation  with  general  Achmet, 
condvcted  them  to  the  camp,  and  desired  him  to 
present  them  to  the  grand  seignior.  But  before  they 
were  admitted  to  his  audience,  the  grand  master^ 
in  some  hopes,  though  they  were  very  uncertain, 
of  a  succour,  and  with  design  to  protract  the  nego- 
dation,  had  directed  him  to  show  Achmet  an  old 
treaty,  which  sultan  Bajazet  had  made  with  the 
grand  master  d'Aubusson;  in  which  he  laid  his 
curse  upon  any  of  his  successors,  that  should  break 
the  peace  he  had  concluded  with  the  knights  of 
St.  John.  The  grand  master  gave  this  instrument 
tQ  his  ambassador,  that  he  might  feel  if  SolymaUr 
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Uho'was  a  zealous  observer  of  his  law,  (iould  be 
firevailed  with,  in  consideration  of  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  to  raise  the  siege»    But  Achraet,  as 
soon  as  he  cast  his  eyes  on  the  paper,  tore  it  to 
pieces,  trod  it  under  his  feet,  and  drove  the  ambas^ 
sador  and  deputies  of  the  people  from  his  presence : 
at  length,  having  no  succour  to  hope  for,  nor  forced 
enough  to  defend  the  city,  the  grand  master  sent 
the  ambassador  and  deputies  to  the  camp,  who^ 
after  making  their  compliments  to  the  grand  seig^ 
nior,  set  themselves  with  Achmet  to  draw  up  the 
capitulation:  the  principal  articles  whereof  con« 
tained^  that  the  churches  should  not  be  profaned^ 
nor  the  inhabitants  obliged  to  deliver  up  their  chil- 
dren to  be  made  janizaries ;  that  they  should  be 
allowed  the  free  exercise  of  the  Christian  religion; 
that  the  people  should  be  exempt  from  taites  for 
five  years;  that  all  who  pleased  to  go  out  of  the 
island  should  have  leave  to  do  so;  that  if  the  grand 
master  and  the  knights  should  not  have  vesseli 
enough  to  transport  them  to  Candia^  they  should 
be  fumbhed  with  them  by  the  Turks;  that  they 
should  be  allowed  twelve  days,  reckoning  from 
that  of  signing  the  treaty,  to  put  their  effects  on 
board  ti Aat  they  might  carry  away  the  relics  of 
the  saints,  the  consecrated  vessels  of  the  church  of 
St.  John,  the  ornaments,  their  moveables,  their  re* 
cords  and  writings,  and  all  the  cannon  that  they 
used  to  employ  on  board  their  galleys:  that  all  the 
forts  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  and  the  other  isles  be« 
longing  to  the  order,  and  that  of  the  castle  of  St. 
Peter,  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  Turks ;  that 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  treaty, 
the  Turkish  army  should  remove  to  some  miles  di&* 
tance ;  that  whilst  it  lay  at  that  distance,  the  sul* 
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tan  should  «eiid  Uxat  tlKNMUid  JAusarki^  uoler  the 
command  of  Aeir  a; a,  to  take  poaseasioQ  of  the 
iplace ;  and  that  tbe  grand  master,  as  a  secimtj  of 
his  word,  should  gnre  tweaty*fiFe  kni^ts  in  hos- 
tage, among  which  were  to  be  two  grand  ciosses, 
with  twenty-five  of  the  principal  hnrgesses  of  the 
town.  This  treaty  being  signed  by  the  ambaasadDf 
and  deputies  on  one  side,  and  by  general  Achraet 
in  the  suHan^i  name,  and  ratiied  l^  the  grand 
master  and  the  lords  of  the  connd,  the  hostages 
repaired  to  the  camp,  and  the  aga  of  the  jnnisuirtcs 
entered  at  the  samo  time  into  the  town^  wndi  a 
company  of  his  soldiers,  and  took  poaession  of  it. 

Whilst  they  were  employed  on  both  sides:  iia  ex- 
ecuting the  treaty,  they  saw  a  nmnerous  fleets 
standing  in  for  the  island  full  satl^  and  wifli  a  fa- 
vourable wind.  The  Turks,  whawere  always  nn-^ 
easy  on  account  of  the  succours  that  tho  Chsistians 
bad  80  long  expected,  made  no  question  bnt  Ihey 
were  ships  of  the  princes  of  the  West  coming  to 
raise  the  siege.  Iliey  immediately  van  to  anus* 
Solyman  and  his  generals  were  in  great  pain;  but 
the  fleet  drawing  near  the  coast,  they  discoveiied 
the  crescent  in  their  flags ;  and,  after  the  troops  on 
board  the  fleet  were  landed,  they  found  Aat  they 
came  from  the  frontiers  of  Pereia;  and  that  Soly- 
man, seeiog  his  soldiers  didieartened  by  so  many 
unsuccessful  attacks,  had,  in  hopes  that  fresh  troops 
might  behave  themselves  with»  more  ardour  in  the 
assault^,,  sent  orders  to  Ferhat  basha,  to  bring  them 
vith  the  utmost  diligence.  It  is  to  be  presumed, 
that  if  these  fresh  troops  had  landied  sooner>  the 
knights  would  not  have  made  so  honourable  a  com- 
position with  the  sultan;  but,  as  they  had  begun; 
to  execute  the  capitulation,  Sdy man  would  not 
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make  any  advantage  of  this  succonr^  nor  fall  in  the 
perfonnance  of  his  word. 

Two  days  after  the  treaty  was  signed,  genera) 
Achmet  had  a  conference  with  the  grand  master  in 
the  ditch  of  the  post  of  Spain ;  and,  after  several 
'  discourses  had  passed  between  them,  in  relation  td 
the  attack  and  defence  of  Rhodes,  he  told  him,  that 
the  grand  seignior  was  desirous  tq  see  him ;  and  in- 
ainnated  to  him,  that  he  ought  not  to  think  of  going 
away  without  taking  leave  of  his  conqueror,  for 
fear  he  should  provoke  his  anger.  The  grand  mas- 
ter, being  apprehensive  that  he  would  be  incensed 
at  the  long  resistance  he  had  made  to  all  his  power, 
as  well  as  on  account  of  the  prodigious  number  of 
soldiers  which  that  prince  had  lost  at  the  siege,  was 
not  very  willing  to  deliver  himself  up  into  his  hands; 
but  as,  on  the  other  side,  he  was  afraid  of  furnish- 
ing him,  by  a  refusal,  with  a  pretence,  which,  per- 
haps, he  wished  to  find,  of  not  keeping  his  word, 
this  great  man,  who  had,  during  the  siege,  exposed 
himself  to  the  greatest  dangers,  got  over  all  con- 
siderations, and  resolved  to  sacrifice  himself  once 
more  for  the  safety  of  his  brethren.  He  came  early 
fhe  next  morning  to  the  entrance  of  the  sultan's 
tent.  The  Turks,  out  of  pride,  and  a  barbarous 
kind  of  grandeur,  suffered  him  to  wait  there  almost 
the  whole  day,  without  offering  him  any  thing  to 
eat  or  drink,  exposed  to  the  severe  cold,  to  snow 
and  hail,  which  fell  in  abundance.  When  the  even- 
ing was  drawing  on,  he  was  called  in,  and  clothing 
him  and  the  knights  that  attended  him  with  mag- 
nificent vests,  they  introduced  him  to  an  audience 
of  the  sultan.  That  prince  was  struck  with  the  mar 
jesty  that  appeared  in  the  air  and  over  the  person 
pf  fhe  grand  master,  and  told  him  by  his  interpreT 


Digitized  by 


Google 


076  HI8T0KT   OF 

ter,  by  way  of  conflolaticn, ''  That  the  conquest  or 
loss  of  empires  were  the  ordinary  sports  of  fortane/* 
He  added,  in  order  to  engage  fso  great  a  captain  in 
his  service,  that  he  had  jnst  seen,  by  woful  expcT 
rience,  the  little  dependance  that  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  amity  and  alliance  of  the  Chrutian  princes, 
who  had  so  scandalously  abandoned  him ;  and  that, 
if  he  was  willing  to  embrace  his  law,  there  was  no 
post  or  dignity,  in  the  whole  extent  of  his  empire^ 
but  he  was  ready  to  gratify  him  with.  The  grand 
master,  who  was  as  zealous  a  Christian  as  he  was  a 
great  captain,  after  thanking  him  for  the  goodwill 
he  expressed  towards  him,  replied,  that  he  should 
be  very  unworthy  of  his  favours,  if  he  were  capable 
pf  accepting  them  :  that  so  great  a  prince  would 
be  dishonored  by  the  services  of  a  traitor  and  re- 
negado;  and  that  all  he  requested  of  Solyman  was, 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  order  his  officers  not  to 
give  him  any  disturjiiance  in  his  departure  and  em- 
|)arkation.  Solyman  signified  to  him,  that  he  might 
proceed  with  it  quietly ;  that  his  word  was  invio- 
»^able ;  find,  as  a  token  of  friendship,  though  perhaps 
oat  of  ostentation^  he  gave  him  his  hand  to  kiss. 

In  bre^cl^,  however,  pf  the  treaty,  and  the  posi- 
tive promises  of  the  grand  seignior,  five  ({ays  ^f|er 
the  capitulation  was  signed,  some  janizaries,  under 
pretence  of  visiting  their  comrades,  who  with  theii; 
aga  had  taken  possession  pf  the  place,  dispersed 
themselves  over  it,  plundered  the  first  houses  they 
came  to  near  the  gate  of  Cosquin,  broke  into  the 
churches  which  they  profaned,  and  ransacked^  the 
▼cry  tombs  of  the  grand  masters,  where  their  ava- 
rice made  them  fancy  they  should  find  treasure : 
from  thence  they  ran,  like  so  many  furies,  to  the 
infirmary,  that  celebrated  monument  of  the  charity 
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ef  the  knights,  drove  oat  the  Bick,  and  carried  off 
the  plate»  in  mrhich  they  were  served ;  and  would 
have  carried  their  violence  still  further,  had  not 
general  Achmet,  who  knew  the  grand  seignior's 
intentions,  upon  the  grand  master's  complaints,  sent 
word  to  the  aga,  that  his  head  should  answer  for 
the  plunder  and  extravagance  of  his  soldiers.  In-- 
deed  the  grand  seignior,  who  was  fond  of  glorj^ 
and  jealous  of  his  reputation,  was  desirous  that  the 
Hnights,  when  thej  retired  into  the  various  states 
of  Christendom,  should,  with  the  news  of  the  con- 
quest of  Rhodes,  carry  with  them  the  reputation  of 
his  clemency,  and  his  inviolable  observance  of  his 
word :  and  this,  perhaps,  might  be  the  motive  that 
engaged  him,  when  he  visited  his  new  conquest,  to 
enter  into  the  grand  master's  palace. 

This  prince  received  him  with  all  the  marks  of 
respect  due  to  so  potent  a  monarch.  Solyman,  in 
this  visit,  so  very  extraordinary  in  a  grand  seignior, 
accosted  him  in  an  affable  manner,  exhorted  him 
to  bear  courageously  this  change  of  fortune,  and 
signified  to  him,  by  Achmet,  who  attended  him, 
that  he  might  take  his  own  time  to  embark  his  ef- 
fects, and  that  if  the  time  stipulated  was  not  suffi- 
cient, he  would  readily  prolong  it.  He  retired  upon 
this,  afl;er  repeating  his  assurances  to  the  grand 
master,  of  an  inviolable  fidelity  in  the  execution  of 
the  capitulation;  and,  turning  towards  his  general, 
as  he  went  out  of  the  palace,  he  said,  ''  I  cannot 
help  being  concerned,  that  I  force  this  Christian  at 
his  age  to  go  out  of  his  house/' 

The  grand  master  was  obliged  to  quit  it  even 
before  the  term  agreed  on  was  expired;  for  being 
informed,  that  the  sultan  was  preparing  to  set  out 
p  t^o  days  for  Cpnstantinople;  he  did  pot  think  it 
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proper  to  stay  in  the  island,  exposed  to  tlie  mercjr 
of  the  officers  that  were  to  command  there,  who 
might,  perhaps,  in  ^e  prand  seignior's  absence, 
value  themselves  on  giving  snch  exjdicallons  to  the 
treaty  as  suited  their  hatred  and  animosity  against 
the  kni^ts*  So  that,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  stay 
liny  longer  among  barbarians,  that  were  not  over 
scrupnlons  with  regard  to  the  law  of  nations,  he 
ordered  the  knights,  and  such  as  would  follow  the 
fortune  of  the  order,  to  carry  immediately  their  most 
valuable  effects  on  board  the  Teasels. 

This  dismal  embarkation  was  made  in  the  night, 
with  a  precipitation  and  disorder  |3iat  can  hardly 
be  described*  Nothing  copld  be  more  distressing, 
than  to  see  the  poor  citizens  loaded  with  their  goods, 
and  followed  by  their  families,  abandoning  their 
country.  There  were  heard  on  all  sides,  a  confused 
noise  of  children  cr  jing,  of  women  bemoaning,  of 
men  cursing  their  ill  fortune,  and  of  seamen  calling 
out  after  them  all.  The  grand  master  alone  wbely 
dissembled  his  grief;  the  sentiments  of  his  heart 
were  not  betrayed  by  his  looks ;  and  in  this  confu*- 
sion  he  gave  his  orders  with  the  same  tranquillity 
as  if  he  had  been  only  sending  a  squadron  pf  the 
order  to  cmize« 

The  grand  master,  besides  the  knights,  put  on 
board  above  four  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  island, 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  not  caring  to  stay 
under  the  dominion  of  the  infidels,  resolved  to  fol- 
low the  fortune  of  the  order,  and  abandon  their 
country. 

Prince  Amurath,  son  to  the  unfortunate  Zizim, 
would  gladly  have  followed  the  grand  master,  and 
had  agreed  with  him  to  come  on  board  with  all  his 
tkmilj;  but  Solyman  resolving  to  get  him  into  his 
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powar^  caived  him  to  be  watchei  s^narro^^ly,  th«t 
in  spite  of  all  the  disguises  he  put  od,  ^  co«dd  neyer 
get  Hear  the  fleets  but  ^^as  forced  to  hide  htoaself 
ID  the  mills  of  some  houses  which  tlie  Tut tish  can*- 
non  had  demolished.  The  grand  master  not  being 
aUe  to  save  him,  took  leave  of  the  grand  seignior, 
and  was  the  last  man  that  went  on  board  his  yessel. 
The  first  day  of  January,  1523,  all  the  fleet,  after 
his  example,  made  ready  for  saiVng;  and  the  few. 
knigbts  that  sBrvi^ed  this  long  and  bloody  siege, 
were  redneed  to  the  dismal  necessity  of  quitting  the 
isle  of  Rhodes,  and  the  places  and  other  isla^ads  that 
depended  on  Ihe  order,  and  in  which  the  knights  of 
6t  John  of  Jerusalem  had  maintained  themselves 
with  so  much  gbry  for  near  two  hundred  and 
twenty  years* 


BOOK  IX. 

WHILE  the  happy  Solyman  was  triumphing  iif 
the  calamity  of  the  hnights^  of  Rhodes,  and  tlulf 
prince,  who  nevep  valued^  the  has  of  his  soliliers^ 
was  rejoicing  fbr  a  conquest  that  contributed  so 
much  to  llie  glory  of  his  arms,  tHe  grand*  master; 
before  he  sailed  out  of  the  port  of  Rhodes,  pursuant 
to  the  treaty  which  he  had  just  made  with  the  sul- 
tan, dispatched  some  brigantines,  feluccas,  and 
transports,  to  the  commander  d'Airasque,  governor 
of  the  castle  of  St.  Peter,  and  to  Perin  du  Pont, 
baili£Pof  Lango,  with  orders'  to  abandon  ^e  seve^ 
.ral  places  where  they  commanded,  and  make  an 
immediate  embarkationof  all  the  knights  that  were 
in  their  governments,  and* of  all  such  of  tbe  inhabi*^ 
tants  subject  to  the  order  as  should  be  willing  to 
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follow  them,  and  to  repair  with  all  possible  elrpedt*' 
tion  to  the  isle  of  Candia,  where  he  proposed  to  stop 
for  some  time  to  wait  their  coming  up,  and  receive 
prince  Amnrath,  son  to  Zizim,  if  he  should  be  able 
to  make  his  escape,  with  such  inhabitants  of  the  isle 
of  Rhodes  as  could  not,  by  reason  of  his  precipitate 
departure,  embark  at  the  same  time  with  him; 
That  prince  after  this  set  sail,  attended  by  all  his 
knights,  and  followed  by  a  great  number  of  Rhodian 
families.  His  fleet  made  up  fifty  sail,  consisting  of 
galleys,  galliots,  brigantines,  and  feluccas  of  differ- 
ent bulk :  he  himself  went  on  board  the  great  car- 
rack,  taking  with  him  the  principal  commanders, 
and  particularly  those  knights  who  were  sick  and 
wounded;  and  it  may  be  said,  that  this  great  vessel, 
by  carrying  them,  carried  the  whole  fortune  of  thtf 
order. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  draw  in  proper  colours 
the  affliction  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  isle  of  Rhodes, 
when  they  saw  themselves  forced  to  abandon  their 
estates,  their  houses,  and  their  country.  As  long 
as  this  little  fleet  kept  within  a  sufficient  distancej 
they  had  all  of  them  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  island ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  lost  sight  of  it,  their  grief  burst 
out  in  cries  and  tears;  which  however  was  but  the^ 
beginning  of  their  sorrows. 

After  some  days  sailing,  they  were  surprised  by 
a  violent  storm,  which  dispersed  this  littlefleetamong 
the  islands  of  the  Archipelago.  The  galleys  espe^ 
cially  were  in  great  distress  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  slaves  and  rowers.  Solyman  bad,  before 
the  grand  master's  departure,  taken  from  thence 
all  the  slaves  who  were  either  his  subjects  or  of  hi» 
religion;  and  the  Christians,  who  had  voluntarily 
/mpplied  their  places^  being  yery  unequal  to  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   KNIGHTS   OF   MALTA.  861 

employment,  were  rather  an  incumbrance  to  the 
service  than  of  any  advantag^e  to  it.  Several  shipg 
lost  their  masts,  by  the  yiolence  of  the  storm,  and 
others  that  were  overladen  foundered.  The  poor 
Rhodians,  to  guard  against  such  like  accidents, 
threw  their  bales  and  effects  over  board ;  at  last, 
after  straggling  ag^ainst  the  fury  of  the  storm  for 
three  days  and  nights  together,  the  wind  abated, 
the  waves  subsided,  hope  began  to  revive  in  their 
hearts,  and  the  ships  that  were  scattered,  arrived 
one  after  another  in  different  ports  or  bays  of  the 
island  of  Candia. 

The  grand  master,  who  was  on  board  the  great 
carrack,  stopped  in  sight,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  road  of  the  town  of  Setia ;  others  put  at  first 
into  the  port^  of  Spina  Longa.  As  there  were  not 
any  two  vessels  of  the  fleet  that  kept  together,  they 
arrived  one  after  another.  They  owed  indeed  their 
preservation  to  this  dispersion,  and  if  they  had  not 
been  separated  by  the  violence  of  the  winds,  they 
would  infallibly  have  fallen  foul  upon  one  another, 
and  the  bulging  of  a  ship  would  have  been  as  fatal 
as  the  striking  against  a  rock. 

All  the  little  vessels,  from  the  several  places 
where  they  had  put  in  for  shelter,  came  up  at  last 
and  joined  the  grand  master.  There  arrived  too 
about  the  same  time  the  commander  d^Airasque,  the 
bailiff  of  Lango,  all  the  knights  under  their  com«- 
mand,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  islands  and  fortresses  of  the  order,  who  chose  to 
follow  the  fortune  of  their  sovereigns,  rather  than 
stay  behind  under  the  government  of  the  Turks. 
When  all  this  multitude  was  landed,  the  grand 
master  made  a  general  review,  and  the  total  amount 
of  all,  including  men,  women,  and  children,  caiqa 

VOL.  II.  3  c 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


382  '    HISTORY  or 

to  near  five  thousand.  Bat  having^  so  lately  nn« 
dergone  the  fatigue  of  a  terrible  storm,  they  were 
most  of  them  sick,  faint  and  low  spirited ;  all  of 
them  were  unprovided  either  of  provisions  or  means 
of  subsistence;  and  some,  whose  baggage  had  been 
throwii  oyer  board,  were  left  naked  and  utterly 
destitute  of  linen. 

The  grand  master,  who  had  supported  the  loss  of 
his  dominions  with  so  much  resolution^  could  not 
refrain  from  tears  at  the  sight  of  so  forlorn  a  people. 
He  was  at  the  expense  of  procuring  from  the  neigh* 
bouring  towns,  provisions,  stuffs,  and  even  linen, 
to  new  clothe  such  as  wanted  them.  And  at  the 
tame  time  enforcing  these  real  and  substantial  sup^ 
plies  with  discourses  full  of  a  spirit  of  charity,  he 
assured  them,  that  the  order  would  always  give 
them  a  share  in  their  possessions  and  estates,  to 
firhich,  he  told  them,  the  poor  had  always  the  first 
claim.  The  people,  in  the  fulfiess  of  their  heart, 
pade  ifo  other  reply  to  such  tender  and  moving 
sentiments,  thafi  by  offering  up  their  vows  for  the 
long  continuanpe  of  so  benej&cent  a  life :  every  one 
ran  to  kiss  bis  h^nd ;  they  all  called  him  their  father, 
and  a  name  so  dear  to  generous  souls  gaye  this  great 
man  a  more  sensible  pleasure,  than  the  title  pf  lord 
find  prince  that  was  d|ie  to  his  dignity. 

He  was  no  sooner  landed  near  Setia,  but  he  sent 
advice  of  it  to  the  governor  and  regency  of  the 
islai^.  The  governor  immediately  dispatched  the 
noble  Fauii  Justiani,  to  offer  him  all  the  succours 
that  he  might  stand  in  need  of,  and  invite  him  to 
come  with  all  his  people  to  the  capital  city,  where 
they  would  find  great  plenty  of  provisions.  Thc^ 
grand  master,  though  no  way  pleased  with  these 
republicans,  nadf  no  scivple  to  ^o  thither.    X|ie 
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governor,  attended  by  the  noble  Dominico  Trevi- 
^Qo,  general  of  the  galleys  of  the  republic^  the 
magistrates  and  principal  persons  of  the  island^ 
came  to  receive  him  at  his*landing;  they  sainted^ 
with  great  demonstrations  of  their  concern  at  the 
loss  of  Rhodes  r  but  so  very  unseasonably,  that  the 
grand  roaster,  in  a  private  conversation  which  he 
had  afterwards  with  the  general  of  the  galleys, 
could  not  forbear  reflecting  on  the  timorous  policy 
of  the  senate,  who,  though  they  had  above  nxiy 
galleys  in  the  port  of  Candia,  had  yet  stood  still  as 
mere  lookers  on,  whilst  Rhodes  was  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  infidels,  without  vouchsafing  to  throw 
the  least  succotir  into  the  place. 

The  Venetian  general  could  make  no  other  reply 
to  complaints  that  were  so  well  founded,  but  by  re^ 
ceiving  them  with  a  silence  full  of  confusion;  but 
to  wave  all  etplications  on  so  disagreeable  a  sub- 
ject, he  invited  him  to  stay  in  the  island,  till  the 
winter,  and  the  severity  of  the  season,  should  be 
over.  But  the  grand  master,  full  of  the  highest  re- 
sentment at  the  insensibility  which  the  Venetians 
had  manifested,  in  remaining  passive  spectators  of 
the  loss  of  Rhodes,  told  him,  that,  as  soon  as  he 
could  refit  his  ships,  which  had  suffered  in  the  storm^ 
he  ^should  continue  his  course ;  and  that  his  design 
was  to  go  immediately  into  Italy,  to  consult  with 
the  pope  about  a  place  where  it  should  be  propel* 
to  fix  the  great  convent,  and  settle  the  residence  of 
the  order. 

Whilst  he  was  labouring  with  the  utmost  appli-^ 
cation  to  repair  his  ships,  Leonard  Balestrin,  the 
Latin  metropolitan  of  Rhodes,  arrived  iki  Candia 
with  his  cleigy,  and  several  of  the  inhabitants.  So- 
lyman  had  obliged  them  to  leave  the  place,  under 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88^  kisTtfKi  o# 

pretence  thatthey  were  neither  Rhodiamnor  Greeli; 
andthat  he  would  not  raOer  anj  Latins  within  his 
dom  iiiions.  The  grand  master,  w  ho  had  tlie  highest 
esteem  tor  the  i^irtue  of  that  prelate,  received  him 
very  courteously,  assigned  him  a  pension  upon  the 
treasury  of  the  order;  and  the  archbishop  afterwards 
taking  the  habit  of  the  order,  he  named  him  prior 
of  the  church,  which  was  at  that  time  the  first  ec-^ 
clesiastical  dignity  of  the  order,  and  indeed  the 
yery  next  post  after  the  grand  master;  and  which, 
therefore,  had  a  right  Qf>  sitting  in  the  council  an- 
nexed to  it. 

Among  the  various  events  that  happened  after 
the  grand  master's  departure,  the  archbishop  told 
him,  that  the  grand  seignior  had  given  such  strict 
orders  to  search  for  the  son  of  Zizim,  that  the  un- 
fortunate prince  was  soon  discovered  and  brought 
before  Solyman,  with  his  four  children,  two  boys, 
and  as  many  girls  ;^  that  the  sultan,  whose  interest 
urged  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to  destroy  this 
family,  and  who  yet  carefully  avoided  the  charac- 
ter of  a  cruel  prince,  in  order  to  have  a  plausible 
pretence  to  get  rid  of  him,  asked  him,  as  if  he  had 
known  nothing  of  the  matter,  what  religion  he  was 
of?  that  the  prince  answered  him  with  great  intrc- 
piility,  that  he  and  his  children  were  Christians; 
that  Solyman,  under  pretence  of  punishing  him  for 
a  pretended  apostacy,  had  ordered  him  tobe  strangled 
with  his  two  sons,  and  had  caused  them  to  be  exe^ 
cuted  at  the  head  of  his  army,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  future  malecontent  or  impostor  from  making 
use  of  their  name,  and  raising  an  insurrection;  and 
that  after  this  cruel  execution,  the  sultan  had  sent 
the  two  young  princesses  to  Constantinople,  to  ba 
yhut  up  in  the  old  seraglio. 
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The  ships  of  the  order  being  recited,  the  grand 
toaster  set  sail  about  the  beginning  of  March,  and 
dispatched  at  the  same  time  a  light  brigantine^  to 
carry  the  several  ambassadors  which  he  sent  to  the 
pope  and  to  most  of  the  princes  of  Christendom,  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  loss  of  Rhodes,  and  to  com* 
plain  of  their  having  so  universally  abandoned  him. 
This  complaint  was  still  more  justly  levelled  against 
the  pope  than  the  other  christian  nbtentates :  but 
that  pontiff  was  entirely  taken  uj/with  the  affairs 
and  interest  of  the  emperor,  and  managed  them 
with  as  much  application  as  if  be  had  still  been  that 
prince's  minister.     It  would  be  impossible  to  relate 
all  the  reflections  with  which  the  world  arraigned 
bis  conduct  on  this  occasion:   they  publicly  ex- 
claimed against  the  little  zeal  he  had  shewn  for 
the  relief  of  Rhodes:  and  the  very  day  that  the 
city  was  surrendered  to  Solyman,  part  of  the  archi- 
trave of  that  pope's  chapel  falling  down  the  very 
moment  that  he  was  going  into  it,  and  that  piece 
of  marble  dashing  out  the  brains  of  one  of  his  guards 
that  went  before  him,  the  people,  who  are  very 
ready  to  interpret  the  intentions  of  heaven,  did  not 
fail  upon  this  accident  to  look  upon  it  as  a  judg^ 
ment  for  his  remissness,  and  a  plain  indication  of  the 
wrath  of  God. 

The  grand  master  was  very  sensible  of  the  great 
weight  and  influence  that  this  pontiff's  recommen* 
dation,  and  especially  his  example,  would  have  had 
for  the  saving  of  Rhodes;  but  as  he  saw  plainly, 
that  he  should  have  occasion  for  the  pope's  autho^ 
rily  to  support  his  own,  he  ordered  his  ambassador 
to  explain  himself  in  modest  terms  upon  the  want  of 
guch  military  succours,  in  order  to  gain  him  the 
more  readily  to  grant  him  one  of  another  nature. 
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vhich  was  no  leif  necessary  for  him  in  the  present 
juncture.  Thk  prince,  in  losing  Rhodes,  bad  thereby 
lost,  not  only  a  powerFnl  and  soverei^  dominion, 
)bnt  likewise  the  fixed  and  independent  residence  of 
the  order,  the  great  convent  of  it,  the  centre  and 
bond  as  it  were  which  united  so  considerable  a 
number  of  knights  of  different  nations  in  the  same 
place,  and  in  an  immediate  subjection  to  bis  autho- 
rity.    The  fear  of  a  general  dispersion  gave  him  a 
secret  anxiety.    He  was  not  without  apprehensions 
lest  upon  his  arrival  in  Italy,  most  of  the  knights, 
finding  themselves  without  any  fixed  and  settled 
convent,  should  retire  into  their  oWn  countries.  He 
was  in  the  dark,  even  as  to  a  place  where  he  might 
settle  with  his  council,  and  the  body  of  people  that 
followed  his  fortune;  and  what  made  his  nneasiness 
still  greater  was  the  want  he  stood  in  of  a  port  for 
the  exercise  of  his  profession,  and  for  the  sending 
out  his  vessels  to  cruise.     He  was  afraid  he  should 
scarce  find  any  Christian  prince  who  would  give 
him  a  place  or  port  within  his  territories  in  absolute 
property  and  dominion;  and  supposing  there  should 
be  found  one  generous  enough  to  afford  him  a  place 
of  refuge,  he  was  still  as  uneasy  for  fear  he  should 
afterwards  pretend  to  dispose  oi  the  forces  of  the 
order  for  his  private  interests ;  or  if  the  order  wanted 
a  retreat,  and  was  left  without  that  common  band 
of  concord,  that  the  knights  would  disperse  and  re- 
tire into  their  several  countries,  which*  would  ex- 
ceedingly weaken  the  discipline  of  the  order,  and 
end  at  last  in  its  destruction  and  ruin.  Full  of  these 
melancholy  considerations,  he  wrote  about  it  to  the 
pope;  and  ordered  his  ambassador  to  get  a  bull  from 
him,  directed  to  all  the  knights  of  the  order,  enjoin- 
ing them,  under  pain  of  excommunication,  and  be- 
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in^  de^aded  of  their  knighthood,  to  submit  to  tho 
orders  of  the  grand  master  and  the  council,  in  what 
place  soever  he  should  think  proper  to  fix  his  own 
residence,  and  that  of  the  council. 

The  ambassador  upon  his  arrival  at  Rome  gave 
the  pope  an  account  of  all  that  had  passed  in  the 
defence  of  Rhodes :  and  pursuant  to  his  instructions 
represented  to  him  the  melancholy  situation  of  the 
order,  and  the  just  apprehensions  which  the  grand 
master  had  of  a  dispersion,  which  would  be  still  of 
more  fatal  consequence  than  even  the  loss  of  Rhodes. 
The  pope  complied  with  the  grand  master's  request ; 
f»nd  in  order  to  retain  all  the  knights  under  his 
obedience,  granted  him  a  bull,  wherein  after  extoll- 
ing with  just  eulogiums  the  zeal  and  valour  which 
the  knights  had  shown  against  the  infidels,  he  com- 
manded them,  in  virtue  of  their  holy  obedience,  to 
continue  in  a  body  under  the  grand  master's  autho- 
rity, and  threatened  such  as  should  prove  refractory 
with  all  the  censures  of  the  church.  The  bull  be- 
ing issued  out,  the  ambassador  sent  it  to  the  prior  of 
Messina,  to  deliver  it  to  the  grand  master,  who, 
pursuant  to  his  scheme,  was  to  arrive  soon  in  the 
port  of  that  city. 

He  had  indeed  set  sail  from  the  port  of  Candia  : 
but  he  had  only  been  a  few  days  at  sea,  when  con- 
trary winds  obliged  him  to  put  in  at  Fraski,  ano« 
ther  port  in  the  same  island :  from  thence  he  went 
to  that  of  Cerigo,  formerly  called  Cytherea,  and 
consecrated  to  Venus,  which  is  not  above  five  miles 
from  the  main  land  of  the  Morea.  The  wind  ap- 
pearing favourable,  the  two  carracks  and  the  large 
ships,  sailed  before  by  his  orders,  under  the  conduct 
df  Auston,  commander  of  the  language  of  £ngland, 
jtept  out  to  sea^  end  arriy^d  happily  in  the  port  of 
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Messina.  But  the  grand  master,  resolyiog  not  to 
qait  the  people  of  Rhodes,  inrho  were  most  of  them 
sick,  set  out  a  long  time  afterwards,  went  on  board 
agalley,  and  with  a  galliot,  the  brigantine8,felnccas, 
and  smaller  vessels,  with  all  that  crowd  of  people 
on  board,  coasted  it,  as  being  less  dangerous,  along 
the  shore,  with  extreme  difficulties,  entered  the 
Adriatic  gulf,  and  arrired  at  last  at  the  port  of 
Gallipoli,  a  town  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the 
gnlph  of  Otranto. 

The  great  number  of  sick  that  were  on  board  the 
fleet  obliged  him  to  stop  for  some  time  at  this  place. 
Whilst  he  was  taken  up  with  providing  for  their  re- 
lief, the  knights,  who  were  gone  before  him  in  the 
great  ships  of  the  order,  arrived  at  Messina,  where 
they  found  a  great  number  of  knights  of  different 
nations,  who  had  rendezvoused  there  with  the  suc- 
cours, which  they  were  in  hopes  of  carrying  to 
Rhodes.  AH  these  knights  were  under  great  un- 
easiness upon  their  receiving  no  news  of  the  grand 
roaster:  some  were  afraid,  that  the  galleys  and 
small  vessels  were  lost  in  the  stormy  weather  that 
had  happened,  and  the  bad  season  which  they  put  to 
sea  in;  others  were  apprehensive,  that  the  corsair^ 
of  Barbary,  which  roved  over  those  seas,  might  have 
had  advice  of  the  grand  master's  departure,  and  the 
riches  which  he  carried  with  him,  and  might  have 
joined  together  to  attack  him ;  and  that  that  little 
fleet,  which  was  but  ill  provided,  might  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  those  barbarians.  Their  appre- 
hensions were  the  better  grounded,  in  that  Solyman 
having  obliged  the  grand  master  before  his  depar- 
ture to  release  all  the  slaves  that  were  either  bom 
his  subjects  or  professed  his  religion,  there  was  not 
a  galley  that  had  half  the  crew  necessary  to  row  it^ 
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It  was  indeed  this  want  of  men,  as  much  is  the  se* 
verity  of  the  season,  which  had  occasioned  the  grand 
master's  wandering  so  long  in  those  seas.  In  fine,  ha 
came  about  the  beginning  of  Maj  with  his  little 
fleet  into  the  port  of  Messina.  Instead  of  the  usual 
flag  of  the  order,  he  hoisted  on  the  top  of  the  mast 
of  the  vessel  that  he  was  on  board  ofi  a  standard  or 
banner,  on  which  was  represented  the  blessed  tir- 
gin,  holding  her  dead  son  in  her  arms^  with  this 
motto.  In  the  extremity  qfmy  afflictions y  he  is  my  only 
hope:  Afflictis  spes  mIba  rebus.  PignatelU 
count  of  M onteleon,  viceroy  of  Sicily,  the  arch- 
bbhop  of  Messina,  Fabritio  PignatelU  brother  to 
the  viceroy,  and  prior  of  Barletto,  Charles  Jesvatre, 
prior  of  St  Stephens,  the  prior  of  Messina,  the  com- 
manders and  whole  body  of  the  knights,  the  nobi- 
lity, gentrjr,  people,  and  all  the  city  in  a  manner 
came  out,  and  were  present  at  the  grand  milster's 
landing!  The  whole  multitude  had  their  eyes  fixed 
on  the  venerable  old  man,  whose  constancy  and  re- 
solution made  him  as  illustrious  under  his  misfor- 
tunes, as  his  bravery  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes  had 
made  him  glorious. 

After  the  viceroy  had  made  him  his  compliment^ 
&nd  offered  him  in  the  emperor's  name  the  town  of 
Messina,  to  serve  him  for  a  retreat,  and  for  a  place 
of  refreshment  to  his  fleet,  the  archbishop  and  all 
the  grandees  of  the  kingdom^  the  gentry  and  people, 
by  a  solemn  silence,  very  suitable  to  his  ill  fortune, 
expressed  how  much  they  sympathised  with  him  in 
it.  But  who  could  express  the  real  grief  which  all 
the  knights  felt  for  the  loss  of  Rhodes,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  was  renewed  by  his  arrival  ?  Such 
as  were  standing  upon  the  port,  as  well  as  thosa 
that  landed^  unable  to  speak  a  word^  could  only 
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eommQnicate  their  conMBon  affliction  by  tender  eitt^ 
braces:  some  tears  stole  from  jthoie  that  bad  the 
inoBt  resoltttion*  notwithftaDdhig  their  eadeayoora 
not  to  shedome.  L'IsIe*Adaiii  atoae,  alwayafuperior 
to  his  calamity,  diacovered  plainly  by  his  reiolutkm, 
that  he  was  worthy  of  a  better  fortmie.  He  walked 
towards  the  priorVi  palace,  preceded  by  all  the 
knights  bare*headed,  who  kept  a  mounifcil  silence, 
and  discovered  by  these  deraoastrctions  of  respect, 
that  though  he  lost  his  territories^  he  yet  bad  not 
lost  any  thing  of  Jus  antiiority  orer  a  body  of  nobi-- 
lity  and  gentry ,  who  in  happier  timea  wovld  be 
able  to  conquer  a  new  island  of  Rhodes. 

The  grand  master's  first  care  after  his  laodnig, 
was  to  provide  lodgings  in  his  own  palace,  md  the 
houses  adjoining,  for  the  km^ts  that  were  siek  mad 
wounded :  he  waited  on  them  hianielf,  assisted  by 
the  knights  that  were  left  unhmrt.  It  was  indeed  a 
irery  moving  sight,  to  see  these  men,  who  used  to 
appear  so  terrible  with  their  weapons  in  their  hands, 
now  animated  only  by  a  spirit  of  charity,  devote 
themselves  to  the  meanest  services,  carry  broth  to 
the  sick,  make  their  beds,  and  ahow  a  disregard  to 
every  thing  but  what  might  contribute  to  their  re- 
lief and  recovery. 

From  these  charitable  offices,  so  agreeable  to  the 
firat  inatitution  of  the  order,  the  grand  master,  still 
inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  Rhodes,  passed  to  a  se- 
vere inquisition  and  inquiry  against  those  who  were 
employf*d  to  carry  succours  thither:  he  ordered 
them  to  he  cited  before  a  full  council,  to  give  an 
aeeotint  of  their  delay,  and  protested  publicly,  that 
lie  would  without  respect  of  persons,  punish  accord- 
ing to  law,  as  traitors  and  deserters,  all  such  as 
Aottld  be  convicted  of  remissness  and  negligence  in 
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tbe  exectttioii  of  ihoBt  orders  nvhich  kftd  been  pre* 
Mfibed  t1i«m* 

AU  those  that  were  etted,  and  particularly  pointed 
at  bj  tbese  menaces,  presented  themselTes  before 
that  tribunal  with  a  coofidenee  which  truth  and  in-^ 
noceaee  abne  can  inspire.  The  priors  of  Barletto 
and  St.  Stephens  were  the  first  that  appeared,  who 
represented,  that  besides  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  provisions  which  they  had  pre^ 
pared,  pursuant  to  the  grand  master's  orders,  they 
had  likewise  ydiuntarily,  and  at  their  own  expense 
listed  two  thonaand  old  soldiers,  and  engaged  a  con* 
siderable  body  of  -volunteers  and  young  noblemen 
to  go  to  Rhodes;  but  that  for  the  two  last  months 
the  winds  had  held  so  perpetually  contrary,  and  the 
weather  had  been  so  tempestuous,  that  nobody  had 
been  impnidently  bold  enongh  to  put  to  sea ;  and 
that  it  was  well  enough  known,  that  the  chevalier 
de  Nieuport,  of  the  language  of  England,  an  old 
sea  captain,  who  buoyed  himself  up  with  the  hopes 
of  mastering  the  waves  by  hiaiskill,  going  on  board 
at  that  time,  was  driven  back  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind  against  the  point  of  a  desert  promontory^ 
where  his  ship  with  all  hit  erew  were  lost 

Antonio  di  San  Martino,  prior  of  Catalonia,  re« 
presented  on  his  side  to  the  council,  that  at  the  first 
news  of  the  siege,  he  had  fitted  out  a  galliot  at  his 
own  expense,  and  went  en  board  it  at  the  head  of 
the  knights,  of  Arragon;  Navarre,  Yalentia  and 
Majorca,  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Rhodes;  that  they 
were  attacked  near  the  island  of  Covsiea/by  a  sfoa* 
dron  of  the  grand  seignior's  galleys,  which  plyed 
him  with  their  cannon  shot,  and  cooiing  up  close 
with  him,  threw  showers  of  grenadoes  and  fire* 
fois  without  cesisin^  into  his  ship;  that  they  mac(^ 
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several  attempts  to  board  him,  and  were  w  aftei| 
repubed ;  that  after  an  engagement  of  riz  honn^ 
they  prepared  to  burn  him  with  a  fire-diip,  but  a 
fresh  gale  of  wind  springing  op  in  the  night,  ho 
made  shift  to  saye  his  vessel,  which  was  terriblj 
torn  with  the  cannon  shot,  and  got  to  the  port  of 
8au  Bonifacio  in  the  isle  of  Sardinia,  from  whenco 
with  great  difficulty  and  danger  he  had  made  his 
way  to  Messina. 

The  chevalier  d'Albi,  son  to  the  duke  of  that 
name,  setting  sail  from  Carthagena  with  the  knights 
of  Castile  and  Portugal,  had  much  the  same  fate. 
He  was  invested  by  a  squadron  of  Algerine  corsairs, 
who  poured  in  their  broad-sides  upon  him  from  every 
quarter.  His  main-mast  was  shot  by  the  board,  his 
sails  and  rigging  torn  to  pieces,  he  received  several 
shot  between  wind  and  water,  without  being  brought 
to  strike,  and  was  resolved  to  blow  up  the  ship, 
rather  than  let  the  flag  of  the  order  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  infidels.  By  good  fortune  with  his  last 
broad-sid^  he  sunk  the  admiral  of  the  corsairs :  and 
the  barbarians  launching  out  all  their  long*-boats, 
to  save  their  general  and  the  soldiers  that  were  on 
board  with  him,  the  Spanish  capts^in  improving  th<| 
little  interval  which  that  advantage  afforded  him, 
made  off,  and  got  to  the  isle  of  Busa  or  lyipa,  Qn^ 
pf  the  Baleares,  where  he  repaired  his  sails  and  rig^ 
ging,  but  could  not  get  from  thence  to  the  port  of 
Messina  till  the  beginning  of  December.  The 
knights  of  Tuscany  ^nd  Lombardy  represented,  in 
their  turuj  that  they  were  to  have  embarked  in 
IH>me  ships,  which  the  commander  de  Toumebcmf 
prior  of  Pisa,  and  of  an  illustrious  family  in  Florence^ 
had  hired  upon  his  «wn  credit;  but  th^t  knight» 
:jjrh<f  wai  to  fit  Htmaga^  at  bis  own  erftme,  hap;- 
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pening  to  die  raddenly^  they  were  left  unprovided 
of  the  necessary  funds  to  go  on  with  that  armament ; 
that,  indeed,  they  had  applied  to  the  receivers  of 
Pisa,  Venice  tod  Lorabardy,  but  they  were  so  long 
in  rabing  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the  charges 
of  this  equipment,  that  they  could  not  help  being 
the  last  who  arrived  in  the  port  of  Messina. 

In, fine,  the  chevalier  d' Aussonville,  or  de  Villiers, 
who  had  been  sent  ambassador  to  the  kings  of  France 
and  England,  declared,  that  on  his  arrival  at  the 
court  of  Francis  I.  he  had  represented  to  him,  in 
the  warmest  manner,  the  pressing  need  that  Rhodes 
had  of  his  succour;  to  which  that  gallant  prince 
replied,  that  though  he  was  attacked  on  aU  sides  by 
the  sea  and  land  forces  of  the  emperor  and  the  king 
of  England,  yet  he  would  send  orders  forthwith  to 
Andrew  Doria,  then  general  of  his  galleys,  to 
supply  him  with  three  of  those  that  were  the  best 
provided,  and  that  he  also  might  take  up  in  his  do* 
minions  what  provisions  and  ammunition  he  had 
occasion  for:  that  continuing  his  road  afterwards 
towards  London,  to  wait  on  Henry  VIIL,  he  hai 
met  that  prince  at  Calais,  who  received  him  coldly^ 
and  that  he  could  not  get  from  him  the  least  en- 
couragement that  might  give  him  room  to  hope  for 
succours:  that  he  returned  thereupon  to  Marseilles; 
and  Doria,  pursuant  to  the  king's  orders,  delivered 
him  three  galleys,  viz.  the  Ferrara,  la  Trimouille^ 
and  the  Doria,  in  which  above  three  hundred 
knights  of  the  three  languages  of  France  embarked, 
carrying  with  them  eight  hundred  men,  all  gallant 
soldiers  and  warriors :  that  he  had,  with  the  money 
of  the  order,  freighted  three  merchant  ships,  which 
he  found  in  the  port  of  Marseilles,  and  after  load* 
|ng  them  with  ammunitfpn  and  provm9n0#  fft  sai| 
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for  McMM,  the  pUee  of  rendezvous;  bat  a  terriU^ 
stortn,  which  had  beeu  at  the  fame  time  so  fatal  to 
oiher  vettek  of  the  order,  had  dispersed  thb  little 
fleet:  that,  in  all  likelihood,  the  transport  yessels 
had  foundered ;  that  the  Ferrars  galley  was  like- 
wise lost;  that  the  Doria  had  stranded  on  the  coast 
of  Sardinia;  and  that  none  Imt  the  TriMOuiUe  ha4 
arrived  safe  in  the  port  of  Messina. 

All  these  facts  being  clearly  proved  by  the  con-^ 
current  testimony  and  oaths  of  the  knights,  as  well 
as  of  the  crews  of  those  vessels,  ^  God  be  Int  ever 
praised,'^  cried  the  grand  master,  *^  who,  in  our 
common  misfortune  has  given  me  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  no  one  can  ascribe  the  cause  of  it  to 
the  negligence  of  any  of  my  brethren  of  the  order.** 
Then  calling  about  him  the  priors  and  grand  crosses, 
who  had  been  brought  before  the  comeil  of  war, 
he  embraced  them  in  a  very  affectionate  manner: 
"  It  was  necessary,"  said  he  to  them,  ''for  the 
honour  of  the  order,  as  well  as  for  your  own,  that  I 
should  make  this  examination,  which  will  justify  to 
all  princes  living,  as  well  as  to  the  latest  posterity, 
that  if  Rhodes  could  have  been  saved  by  the  single 
forces  of  the  order,  that  bulwark  of  Christendoa^ 
had  not  now  been  in  the  hands  of  the  hifidels.'' 

However  jnst  these  reasons  might  be,  yet  they 
did  not  allay  the  secret  resentment  of  the  knights, 
on  acconnt  of  the  tnformations  and  criminal  prose- 
cution carried  on  against  them  by  the  grand  master. 
Most  of  them  designed  to  retire  immediately  to 
their  priories  and  commandries;  and  several  private 
kmghts,  after  their  example,  who  had  nothing  to 
five  upon,  resolved  to  return  to  their  respective 
countries,  and  try  to  mend  their  circumstances  a^ 
the  courts  of  their  sovereigns^ 
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The  grand  mBster,  getting  notice  of  this  kind  of 
conspiracy,  called  a  general  assembly  of  all  the 
knights  that  were  at  Messuia,  in  which  he  caused 
tiie  pope's  brief  to  be  read,  which  had  been  deli- 
vered to  him  by  the  prior  of  Messina ;  it  contained 
a  prohibition  to  all  the  knights,  under  severe  penal* 
ties,  to  leave  the  grand  master  without  first  obtain- 
i&g  his  permission.   He  afterwards  told  them,  that» 
flince  the  loss  of  Rhodes,  they  alone  might  be  said 
to  form  the  representative  body  of  the  order;  and, 
if  they  did  not  keep  together  in  this  melancholy 
juncture,  the  order  would  insensibly  dwindle,  and, 
perhaps,  be  at  last  slighted  by  the  sovereign  princes 
of  Christendom.    He  added,  that,  after  having  ex- 
posed their  lives  so  often  on  various  occasions  against 
the  infidels,  particularly  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes, 
he  mightly  justly  expect,  from  the  obedience  th^y 
had  vowed  at  the  altar,  that  they  would,  before  their 
separation,  practise  the  patience  necessary  to  pro- 
cure ihem  a  settlement,  that  might  repair  their  lots, 
and  which  might  be  declared  the  head  convent  of 
the  <Nrder,  and  the  residence  of  all  the  knights. 

He  introduced  very  moving  exhortations  in  this 
discourse,  which,  with  bis  representation  of  the 
pope's  orders,  and  the  influence  of  his  own  autho- 
rity, brou^t  them  to  temper,  and  appeased  the 
discdit^aied.  All  their  thoughts  were  now  taken 
up  in  finding  out  a  port  where  the  order,  agreeable 
to  its  institution,  might  continue  the  succours  it  had 
given,  for  so  many  ages,  to  the  Christians  that  sailed 
in  those  sea& 

The  grand  master's  design  was,  to  go  himself 
immediately  to  Rome,  to  confer  about  it  with  the 
pope;  but  this  g^eat  man  was  not  yet  at  the  end  of 
his  troubles  and  fati^es,  A  dreadful  plague  broke 
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oat  at  Messina;  when,  in  order  to  avoid  the  emii^ 
gion,  he  caused  his  knights,  the  wounded  as  well  as 
the  healthy,  and  all  the  Rhodians  that  had  followed 
him,  to  re-emhark.  This  new  embarkation  was 
made  with  as  much  precipitation  as  that  from 
Rhodes :  they  were  to  avoid  an  enemy  much  more 
terrible  than  the  Turks;  but,  in  spite  of  this  pre- 
caution, the  plague  got  into  the  vessels  of  the  order: 
several  knights  died  of  it,  and,  among  others,  Gre- 
gory de  Morgut,  grand  prior  of  Navarre,  who  had 
signalized  himself  at  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  and  the 
chevaliers  de  St.  Martin  Grimault  and  Avog^dre. 
The  grand  master,  alike  unfortunate  by  sea  and 
land,  and  carrying,  as  it  were,  his  enemy  about 
him  in  his  bosom,  resolved,  in  order  to  the  recovery 
of  the  sick,  to  go  in  search  of  a  more  healthy  situa- 
tion; and,  having  obtained  leave  from  the  viceroy 
of  Naples,  he  landed  his  colony  in  the  gulf  of  Baia?. 
After  taking  a  view  of  the  country,  he  marked  out 
a  camp  near  the  ruins  of  the  oid  town  of  CumsB ; 
here,  by  his  orders,  they  built  cabins  and  barracks 
for  lodging  the  knights  and  Rhodians;  and,  to  pre- 
vent being  surprised  by  the  corsairs  of  Barbary, 
who  roved  all  along  those  coasts,  he  made  broad 
ditches  and  intrenchments  about  his  little  camp, 
fortifying  them  with  palisades  and  artillery,  which 
he  took  out  of  his  ships.  This  change  of  air  was 
followed  with  immediate  success;  most  of  the  siek 
recovered;  and,  after  a  month's  stay  in  that  mild 
and  temperate  climate,  the  g^and  master,  being 
impatient  to  confer  with  the  pope  about  a  proper 
place  for  the  settlement  of  bis  order,  after  giving 
him  advice  of  his  setting  out,  re-embarked  with  his 
colony,  and  arrived  a  few  days  afterwards  at  Civita 
y^cchia.  He  immediately  dispatched  the  chevalier 
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de  Cheviere  to  Rome»  to  compliment  the  pope  in 
his  name,  and^  at  the  same  time^  to  desire  aii 
audience  of  him»  concerning  the  dismal  revolution 
Which  had  just  happened  in  his  order.  The  holy 
father  dispatched  the  bishop  of  Cuenfa,  a  Spanish 
prelate,  of  his  OWn  family,  to  congratulate  him  on 
his  safe  arrival  in  his  territories:  but,  instead  of 
gratifying  his  eageriiess,  he  let  him  know  by  tha 
bishop,  that  he  could  not  advise  him,  by  any  means, 
to  go  upon  his  journey  so  soouj  especially  in  tiie 
dog-days :  that  he  should  have  patience,  and  con^ 
tinne  with  his  colony  at  Civita  Yecchia;  and  that^ 
after  some  time,  he  would  acquaint  him  with  the 
day  when  he  cotild  give  him  audience :  a  pretence 
which  the  pontiff  made  use  of^  to  prevent  the  grand 
master  being  witness  of  a  declaration  of  war,  which 
he  was  going  to  publish  in  great  form  against 
France. 

To  understand  rightly  this  point  of  history,  we 
must  observe,  that  Adrian,  as  soon  as  he  was  seated 
in  St.  Peter's  chai]i[^  had,  agreeably  to  the  example 
of  his  predecessors,  notified  it  to  the  grand  master^ 
bnd  declared  expressly  in  the  same  brief,  that  no<* 
thing  made  that  new  dignity  agreeable  to  him,  but 
the  desire  he  had  of  employing  all  the  credit  it 
gave  him  with  the  Christian  princes,  to  unite  them 
in  a  holy  league  against  the  infidels  :>  protestation 
which  he  afterwards  renewed  in  all  liis  letters.  But 
as  if  this  declaration  ha^been  but  a  mere  apostolical 
form  of  words,  instead  of  forming  a  crusade  against 
the  Turks,  he  had  just  concluded  a  league  between 
himself,  the  em'peror,  the  king  of  En^and,  and  the 
duke  of  Milan,  by  which  they  were  to  attack  the 
dominions  of  his  Most  Christian  majesty,  while  the 
i^onstable  de  Bourbeu,  under  pretence  of  a  privato 

VOL.  II.  3  b 
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grievance,  wa§  to  raise  an  insorrectiAn  within  (he 
kingdom.  The  league  being  signed,  the  pope  went 
to  the  church  of  Sauta  Maria  Maggiore  the  day  of 
the  Assumption;  he  there  said  mass  pontifically, 
assisted  by  all  the  sacred  college,  and  afterwardff 
published,  with  great  solemnity,  a  declaration  of 
war  against  France.  Most'of  the  cardinals  were  ef 
opinion,  that  the  pope  ought  not  to  quit  the  cha-^ 
racter  of  the  common  father  of  the  faithful ;  and 
aeveral  of  them  represented  to  hhn,  that  he  should 
reserve  to  himself  the  part  of  acting  as  mediator 
between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  France:  but 
his  passion  for  the  house  of  Austria  made  him  deaf 
to  such  reasonable  advice;  and  the  pope,  though 
otherwise  a  very  good  and  disinterested  man,  de- 
voted himself  blindly  to  the  ambition  of  a  prince^ 
who  intended  to  invade  France.  This  plainly  shows, 
that  private  virtues  do  not  sufficiently  qualify  a 
man  for  government,  and  that  great  places  mnst  be 
filled  up  with  great  qualities  and  great  talents. 
But  whether  God  had  a  mind  to  punish  the  pontiff 
in  this  worid,  for  that  spirit  of  party  which  prevailed 
in  him,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  the  length  of 
the  ceremony  had  fatigued  him  too  mnch,  he  was 
not  able  to  go  to  a  great  entertainment  which  car^ 
diual  Pompeio  Colonna  gave,  when  church  was  over, 
to  all  the  sacred  college,  and  the  ambassadors  of  the 
princes  that  had  engaged  in  the  league.    An  ague 
seized  him  as  he  returned  to  his  palace;  he  was 
afflicted  with  it  above  a  fortnight,  so  that  it  was 
only  about  the  twenty*-fiflh  of  the  same  month, 
during  an  interval  which  his  distemper  gave  him, 
that  he  notified  to  the  grand  master  his  being  ready 
to  receive  him  at  Rome,  and  give  him  audience^ 
The  grand  master  set  out  immediately,  attended 
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by  all  his  knights,  A.  D.  1523.  Anne  de  Mont- 
morency, marshal  of  France,  his  great  nephew,  was 
then  at  Rome.  The  hing,  his  master,  had  sent  him 
thither;  either  because  he  was  not  yet  acquainted 
with  the  step  the  pope  had  taken,  or  else  ill  order 
to  engage  him  to  quit  the  league.  This  French  no-' 
bleman  came  to  meet  his  uncle  with  a  magnificent 
train^  and  went  a  considerable  distance  from  Rome 
to  receive  him ;  and,  when  the  grand  master  drew 
near  that  capital  of  the  Christian  world,  he  was  met 
by  the  auditor  of  the  pope's  chamber,  the  steward 
of  his  houshoid,  and  the  first  prelates  of  his  family, 
who  came  to  compliment  him  in  his  name.  They 
were  followed  by  the  light  horse  and  Swiss  guardd 
of  the  pontifiT,  and  these  by  the  families  and  equi- 
pages of  the  cardinals;  the  duke  of  Sessa,  the  em- 
peror's ambassador,  met  him  at  the  field  of  Flora, 
and  accompanied  him  to  the  palace.  The  grand 
master,  as  he  passed  over  the  briilge  of  St.  Angelo, 
and  in  the  piazza  di  San  Petro,  was  saluted  several 
times  by  all  the  artillery  of  the  city  and  castle. 
The  nobility,  gentry,  and  people  in  general,  crowded 
to  see  this  great  man,  who  had  filled  not  only  Rome, 
but  also  the  whole  world,  with  his  reputation,  and 
the  valour  he  had  manifested  in  the  siege  of  Rhodes.* 
With  this  numerous  and  magnificent  retinue,  he 
entered  the  pope's  palace  and  apartment.  The 
pontiflT,  though  much  weakened  by  his  illness,  when 
he  saw  him  enter  his  chamber,  rose  from  his  chair, 
and  advanced  several  steps  to  meet  him :  when  the 
grand  master  prostrating  himself  to  kiss  his  feet, 
he  embraced  him  with  great  tenderness.  He  made 
him  afterwards  sit  down  in  the  midst  of  the  cardi- 
nals who  were  present  at  the  audience:  and,  after 
Laving  said  several  obliging  things  about  the  greafr; 
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iiesg  of  his  courage,  and  the  valour  of  hb  knig;fatf « 
he  assured  hioot  that  he  would  not  omit  any  thing 
that  could  be  done,  to  preserve  an  order  so  usefui 
to  all  Christendom.  He  then  took  leave  of  him,  call- 
ing him  the  hero  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  tiie 
brave  defender  of  the  faith;  titles  which  hejustlf 
deserved,  but  which  put  the  pope  to  much  less  ex* 
pence  than  the  succours  would  have  done,  for  which 
they -had  so  often  applied  to  him,  but  always  to  no 
purpose. 

The  grand  master  never  saw  him  after;  the  pope 
relapsed,  and  the  fever  was  so  violent,  that  per- 
oeiying  himself  near  his  end,  he  sent  for  the  holy 
Vtatipum :  and,  calling  all  the  cardinals  into  his 
chamber,  he  exhorted  them,  in  the  most  moving 
terms,  and  with  gr^at  humility,  to  choose  one  for 
his  successor,  who  would  redress  fhe  fauUs  he  might 
have  committed  in  the  government  of  the  church. 
He  died  on  the  14th  of  September,  1523,  being 
sixty^-four  years  of  age. 

.  As  soon  as  his  funeral  was  over,  the  cardinals, 
who  were  iq  number  thirty-six,  shut  themselves  up 
ill  the  conclave,  and  were  soon  after  increased  to 
tiiirty-nine.  The  grand  master  and  his  knights  were 
entrusted  with  tlie  guard  of  the  conclave.  Ainoog 
the  several  aapirers  to  the  papacy,  Pompeio  Colopi^ 
and  Julio  de  Medicis  seemed  to  have  the  fairest 
pretensions.  The  illustrious  birth  and  riches  of  Co- 
lonna,  his  splendid  and  expennve  manner  of  living, 
his  great  liberalities,  and  his  genius,  so  proper  for 
the  management  of  an  intrigue,  had  procured  hini 
li  great  number  of  partisans  among  the  cardinals ; 
and  he  had  been  subtle  enough  to  persuade  them, 
that  they  would  all  make  their  private  fortunes  by 
contributing  to  his  promotioi).  Moreover,  his  strict 
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ettachment  to  the  ejnperor,  an  attachment  that  vras 
hereditary  in  his  family,  secured  him  the  cardinals 
of  that  priiice's  faction.  It  is  said,  that  when  he  e&t 
tered  the  conclave,  he  wanted  only  two  votes  to 
ratify  his  election :  and  he  flattered  himself,  that 
he  should  gain  them  by  his  intrigues  among  the 
contrary  party.  Medicis  however  balanced  these 
advantages  by  the  remembrance  of  the  late  po|ie 
Leo  X.  his  oousin^german,  whose  memory  was  still 
recent,  and  very  dear  to  most  of  the  cardinals,  and 
those  especially  of  his  creation. 

Julio  de  Medicis  had  always  been  deemed  the 
natural  son  of  Julian  de  Medicis,  till  the -pontificate 
of  Leo  X.  That  pope,  who  had  nothing  so  much  at 
heart  as  the  grandeur  of  his  family,  declared  bim 
to  be  legitimate,  upon  the  deposition  of  his  mother's 
brother,  and  the  information  of  some  monks,  who 
certified,  that  there  was  a  promise  of  marriage  be*- 
tween  his  father  and  mother:  a  testimony,  that 
looks  a  little  suspicious  in  so  delicate  an  afifair.  He 
entered  at  first  into  the  order  of  the  knights  of 
Rhodes,  and  by  the  pope's  credit  he  soon  obtained 
rich  commandries,  and  rose  to  the  first  dignities  of 
it :  but  finding  that  nature  had  formed  him  better 
for  court  intrigues  than  for  Mrar,  he  took  holy  or-^ 
ders,  and  Leo  X.  created  him  cardinal  in  1513. 
He  afterwards  made  him  legate  of  Bologna,  and 
collated  him  to  the  archbishoprics  of  Florence,  Am* 
brun  and  Narbonne,and  the  bishopric  of  Marseilles. 
That  pontiff,  who  was  desirous  of  making  him  tbe 
support  of  his  family,  loaded  him  with  riches  and 
preferments;  but  notwithstanding  the  supreme 
power  he  had  in  the  church,  his  ambition  was  still 
unsatisfied.  During  his  pontificate,  Medicis,  in 
l^uality  of  cardinal  pephewi  had  a  great  share  iq 
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the  government:  and  whilit  Leo  seemed  entirelj 
devoted  to  his  pleasares,  he  seemed  to  support  the 
vhole  weight  of  afiairs  on  his  own  shovlders.  It  is, 
however,  certain,  that  the  pope  had  much  greater 
iviews  than  his  nephew,  a  better  knowledge  of  his 
true  interests,  and  a  much  greater  constancy  and 
resolution.  It  was  he  alone,  who  formed  in  secret, 
the  schemes  of  all  his  enterprises ;  bnt  in  order  to 
give  the  greater  credit  to  the  cardinal  nephew,  and 
probably  out  of  laziness,  he  left  the  execution  of 
them  to  him. 

The  cardinal  disposed  of  the  posts  and  dignities 
of  the  court ;  no  promotion  was  made,  bnt  by  his 
advice,  and  at  his  recommendation :  he  was  a  sort 
^f  a  second  pope ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Adrian, 
he  entered  the  conclave,  followed  by  sixteen  car- 
dinals, all  of  them  his  uncle's  creatures,  who,  before 
they  went  to  a  scrutiny,  always  received  his  orders 
how  they  should  give  their  votes.  Their  design 
was  to  raise  him  to  the  pontificate:  but  the  faction 
of  G>lonna  threw  an  invincible  obstacle  in  the  way* 
The  two  competitors,  in  order  to  know  what  they 
had  to  rely  upon,  and  to  make  trial  of  their  strength, 
proposed  each  of  them  several  cardinals  of  their 
party.  Colonna  put  up  Jacobaccip,  a  cardinal  of 
shallow  parts,  but  one  who  was  closely  attached  to 
him.  The  party  of  Medicis  immediately  threw  him 
out,  and  Colonna  played  the  same  game  with  regard 
to  those  that  were  named  by  Medicis.  This  dispute 
lasted  several  days,  before  either  of  them  would 
yield  to  the  other.  The  two  parties,  animated  by 
their  principals,  pretended  equally  to  the  honour  of 
creating  them  popes,  or  at  least  to  have  the  sove- 
reign pontiff  taken  only  out  of  their  faction.  Not- 
withstanding the  seeming  calm,  secret  negociations 
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were  carried  on  with  vigour :  Colonhas  and  Medi- 
ci8,  either  by  themselves  or  their  emissaries^  were 
<;ontinualIy  busy  in  getting  over  some  votes,  and: 
making  conquests  in  the  opposite  party ;  but  the 
cardinals  of  each  faction  were  so  faithful  to  their 
principals,  that  there  were  no  deserters  on  either 
side. 

Cardinal  d«  Medicis,  as  if  he  had  lost  all  hopes 
of  being  pope  himself,  in  order  to  over-reach  Co-^ 
lonna,  brought  cardinal  Ursini  upon  the  stage;  a( 
person  fitly  qualified  for  the  papacy,  by  reason  of 
his  great  age,  his  learning,  and  especialiy  his  ca- 
pacity in  affairs  of  government ;  but  he  was  of  A 
family  that  bore  a  hereditary  hatred  to  that  of  Cch 
lonna,  as  himself  was  a  declared  enemy  to  cardinal 
Colonna.    All  the  cardinals  of  the  faction  of  Medi- 
ciSj  by  his  direction,  gave  him  one  day  their  votes ; 
upon  this  Colonna  was  as  one  who  had  been  thun- 
derstruck ;  he  was  sensible,  that  Ursini,  besides  the 
creatures  of  Medicis,  had  some  particular  friends 
in  his  own  faction,  which  might  perhaps  quit  his 
party  to  raise  Ursini  to  the  popedom.     He  was  af- 
frighted, and  dreaded  seeing  the  papal  diadem  on 
the  head  of  a  man  of  his  capacity,  who  would  pro* 
*  bably  employ  all  the  authority  of  it  to  ruin  his  fa- 
mily.   In  the  fear,  therefore,  of  falling  under  his 
subjection,  and  in  order  to  secure  his  being  set 
aside,  after  having  tried  several  expedients  to  no 
purpose,  he  was  at  last  forced  to  declare  in  favour 
of  the  election  of  his  rival ;  he  offered  to  give  him 
his  own  vote,  and  all  the  rest  that  were  at  his  dis- 
posal.   The  two  heads  of  the  parties  had  a  confe* 
rence  together,  and  entered  into  several  negoeia- 
tions,  in  which  Colonna  did  not  neglect  his  own 
intersst.    Medicis  gave  him  a  promise  io  vriting 
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of  the  post  of  Tice-chancellor  of  the  chnrch^  and  al 
grant  of  his  own  palace,  which  was  one  of  the  no* 
blest  buildings  in  Rome.  Colonna,  after  taking  all 
the  security  that  could  be  given  him,  at  the  next 
scrutiny  gave  him  his  own  vote,  and  procured  him 
all  the  suffrages  of  his  faction.  By  the  union  of 
these  two  parties,  an  end  was  put  to  all  disputes ; 
and  after  the  conclave  had  held  two  months  and 
four  days,  cardinal  de  Medicis  was  unanimously 
elected,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1523^  and  took 
the  name  of  Clement  YII. 

Such  cardinals  as  were  the  creatures  of  Leo  X.| 
and .  the  people  especially,  who  remembered  with 
pleasure  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  with  which 
that  pope  had  lived,  made  great  rejoicings  at  the 
first  news  of  his  nephew's  election.  They  said,  that 
Rome  must  of  necessity  be  happy  under  the  ponti- 
ficate of  a  prince,  who  had  himself  been  witness  to 
his  uncle's  great  qualities,  and  also  formed  by  him 
for  government.  But  no  one  was  more  pleased  with 
his  promotion  than  the  grand  master  and  his  knights  t 
he  was  the  first  religious  of  the  order  that  had  been 
raised  to  the  papacy^  and  in  the  unhappy  condition 
the  order  was  in,  wandering  about  without  a  con^ 
vent  or  fixed  habitation,  or  without  any  port  for 
their  fleet,  they  looked  upon  the  election  of  one  ^ 
their  knights  as  a  particular  act  of  Providence^ 
which,  by  so  distinguished  a  favour,  was  pleased  to 
soften  the  anguish  of  their  calamities.  The  loss  of 
Rhodes  began  to  sit  lighter  on  the  grand  master, 
who  imagined,  that  under  the  pontificate  of  a  knighl 
of  his  order,  and  by  the  assistance  of  his  protection^ 
he  should  soon  find  a  proper  place  of  retreat,  and 
even  a  new  territory,  where,  agreeable  to  their  in- 
stittttion^  and  for  th^  common  advantage,  of  tfaa 
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Christian  prince9»  the  order  might  continue  to  wn4 
out  their  heeU  as  usiial^  agaiqst  the  infidels. 

Nor  was  he  deceived  of  his  just  expectation;  for 
there  never. had  beei^  wee  jthe.fpimdation  of  the 
order,  a  pope  that  expressed  sq  )iigh  an,  esteem,  or 
showed  so  tender  an  affection  to  tbe  knights  of  St. 
4ohn.  The  grand  master,  after  a. cardinal  had  pro- 
claimed the  elfctiou  of  Clement  YIL,  opened  th^ 
eooelave,  and  was  the  first  that  made  his  compli* 
•oents  lo  that  pontiff,  who  made  him  public  ac^ 
knowledgments  for  the  good  order  and  exactness 
he  bad  k«pt  with  regard  to  the  ooQclave;  and  the 
<!lergy  of  St.  Peter  de  Lateran  coming  in  to  carry* 
the  new  pope  to  the  church,  whither  he  went,  at- 
tended by  all  the  cardinals.  Sir  Julian  Ridolfi,  prior 
pf  Capua^  and  ambassador  of  the  order,  went  imme- 
diately before  him,  completely  armed  and  finely 
mounted,  carrying  the  great  standard  of  the  order; 
a  function  which  this  very  pontiff  had  formerly  ex- 
ercised, in  quality  of  knight  of  St.  John,  at  the 
election  of  Leo  X.  his  cousin. 

No  sooner  was  the  pope  freed  of  that  numberless 
multitude  of  ceremonies,  which  are  inseparable  from 
an  accession  to  the  papacy,  than,  at  the  grand  mas- 
ter's request,  he  gave  him  audience  in  full  coneisr 
tory.  That  prince  h^d  desired  it,  in  order  to  lay 
before  him  an  account  of  the  siege  of  Rhodes,  and 
fiet  forth,  in  the  first  city  of  the  Christian  world,  all 
that  bad  passed  in  tlie  defence  of  that  place.  The 
vice-chancellor  of  the  order,  who  was  the  speaker 
on  this  occasion,  related  to  them,  how  six  hundred 
knights,  that  were  shut  up  in- Rhodes,  had  defend- 
ed it  completel  J,  for  six  months,  against  two  hun- 
dred thousand  Turks  that  attacked  it.  He  went  on 
^representing  the  thunder  audc<mtiuual  fire  bf  the 
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artillery,  the  rain  of  the  fortifications,  the  lodgment 
of  the  enemy  under  the  walls,  the  frequent  assaults, 
the  continual  eng^agements  which  the  knights  had 
day  and  night  with  the  infidels;  notwithstanding 
all  which,  they  did  not  abandon  the  place  till  after 
they  had  lost  almost  all  their  brother  companions, 
their  soldiers,  the  bravest  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
till  such  time  as  the  enemy  had  carried  on  their 
works  to  the  very  heart  of  the  place,  and  that  they 
had  no  ground  left  to  intrench  themselves  and  fight 
upon. 

This  relation  excited  the  admiration  and  com- 
passion of  all  the  sacred  college;  several  cardinals, 
at  the  recital  of  the  death  of  so  many  knights,  who 
had  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes, 
could  not  refrain  from  tears;  and  the  pope,  in  con-* 
cert  with  all  the  consistory,  in  order  to  preserve  an 
order  and  body  of  illustrious  warriors,  who  were  of 
such  eminent  service  to  Christendom,  and  provide 
for  them  till  such  time  as  they  should  meet  with  an 
island  or  port  for  continuing  their  military  func- 
tions, assigned  them  Viterbo  for  their  residence ;  a 
town  seated  about  forty  miles  from  Rome,  in  the 
patrimony  of  St.  Peter;  and  permitted  theiir  ships 
and  galleys  to  stay  in  the  port  of  Civita  Veccbia: 

To  this  favour,  the  holy  father  added  another, 
which  indeed  was  very  honourable  both  for  the  or- 
der and  its  head;  and  by  a  particular  act,  Jan.  15, 
1524,  ordered,  that  when  he  should  go  to  chapel, 
the  grand  master  should  have  the  first  place  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  and  that  in  all  cavalcades 
he  should  march  alone,  immediately  before  his  holi- 
ness :  the  pope  would  have  this  regulation  inserted 
in  the  registers  of  the  master  of  the  ceremonies. 
The  grand  master,  sensibly  affected  with  these  tes- 
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ttinonies  of  his  good  will,  went,  before  he  set  out  for 
Yiterbo,  to  the  palace,  to  return  him  thanks  for 
them,  and  had  Afterwards  several  audiences  of  him, 
wherein  he  acquainted  him  with  the  various  propo- 
sals made  him  in  relation  to  a  fixed  settlement  for 
bis  order,  which  might  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
the  isle  of  Rhodes.  He  told  him,  that  during  the 
vacancy  of  the  hoi  j  see,  various  places  on  the  con-^ 
tinent  had  been  mentioned  to  him,  which  he  might 
have  treated  about;  but  that  he  had  rejected  the 
proposal,  because  the  situation  did  not  suit  their  in- 
stitution,' whose  profession  was  to  serve  as  convoys 
to  those  pilgrims  who  should  embark  out  of  devo- 
flion  to  visit  the  holy  places,  and  for  a  guard  at  the 
same  time  to  all  such  Christians  as  should  go  by 
sea :  that  Andrea  Vendram'ino,  an  old  religious  of 
the  order,  and  archbishop  of  Corfu,  had  advised  him 
to  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  port  of  Suda  in  Candia^ 
or  upon  the  isle  of  Cerigo,  which  belonged  to  the 
republic  of  Venice :  but  that  his  holiness  could  not 
but  be  sensible  how  that  commonwealth,  like  some 
women  who  are  used  to  bear  with  every  thing  flow- 
ing from  the  violence  and  extravagance  of  their 
lovers,  frequently  dissembled  the  insults  of  the  Turk, 
and  through  a  fear  of  incurring  his  resentment,  did 
not  dare  receive  into  their  dominions  a  military  or^ 
der,  which  the  grand  seignior  looked  upon  as  his 
eternal  enemy:  that  he  had  been  likewise  spoke 
to  about  the  isle  of  Elba,  on  the  coast  of  Tuscany  ; 
but  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  prince  of  Piombino 
being  masters  of  the  principal  places  of  the  island^ 
it  did  not  suit  either  the  dignity  of  the  order,  or  the 
common  good  of  Christendom,  to  have  the  grand 
master  and  supreme  council  of  the  order  dependant . 
on  any  particular  prince*    He  added,  that  somf 
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Spanish  kniglitv,  who  wef e  of  the  gre^inl  qMtiijr 
of  that  nation,  probably  in  concert  with  the  minift- 
ters  that  the  emperor  had  in  Italy,  had  proposed  to 
him  the  islands  of  Malta  and  Goza,  with  the  town 
of  Tripoli  on  the  c'okst  of  Africa,  which  belonged  t^ 
that  prince,  in  quality  of  king  of  Sicily.     Thattiiis 
last  proposal,  on  account  of  ihe  varibus  porta  that 
were  in  the  isle  of  Malta,  was  not  disagreeable  to 
him;  but  then  the  emperor  had  such  sebtle  and 
secret  views>  that  he  was  afraid  lest  thia  projeetf 
which  seemed  to  be  only  owing  to  a  pious  motiTe^ 
might  at  last  prodtice  some  sort  of  stabjeetioni  tnd 
though  they  were  to  suf^pose  thai  the  emperot  would 
make  them  an  absolute  conveyance,  and  grant  them 
the  isles  of  Malta  and  Goza  in  fee  simple,  yet  they 
could  not,  without  great  reluctance,  take  into  their 
hands  the  administration  of  so  weak  a  place  as  Tri-* 
poll,  which  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  with  liar* 
barians  and  infidels,  so  that  the  putting  knights 
there  in  garrison,  would  be  no  other  than  sending 
them  to  the  slaughter. 

However,  notwithstanding  these  comiiderationa, 
which  were  not  altogether  without  some  foundation, 
the  pope,  after  having  maturely  weighed  these  dir» 
ferent  proposals,  resolved  upon  the  last.  But  as  he 
knew  very  well,  that  the  emperoi^  was  no  slave  to 
his  word,  he,  without  explaining  himself  further  to 
the  grand  master,  advised  him  to  take  his  measures 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  caught  by  any  secret 
designs  of  his  ministers,  who  might  perhaps  have  no 
other  view  but  to  increase  his  master's  subjects  in 
the  persons  of  the  knights.  L'Isle  Adam,  upon  his 
arrival  at  Viterbo,  sent  an  embassy  to  that  prince. 
The  ambassadors  were,  the  prior  of  Castile,  the  che- 
valier de  Martinengo,  that  excellent  engineer,  who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TM   &irtC(HT8  OV  MALTA. 

ImA  acquired  so  mnch  glory  at  the  siege  of  Rhodes, 
•nd  the  commander  Bosio,  chaplain  of  the  order^ 
one  who  had  distingnished  himself  by  his  skill  id 
negotiations.  These  ambassadors  upon  their  arri^ 
val  at  Madrid,  where  the  emperor  then  was,  ap- 
plied to  him  in  the  name  of  the  whole  order,  and 
desired  him  to  be  pleased  to  grant  them  the  isles  of 
Malta  and  Goza  by  an  absolute  feofment,  free  from 
all  manner  of  subjection  and  dependence ;  and  they 
made  this  proposal  without  mentioning  Tripoli, 
pursuant  to  their  instructions.  The  ambassadors 
did  not  fail  to  represent  to  him,  that  he,  by  a  grant 
M^suitable  to  the  generosity  of  a  great  prince,  would 
be  the  restorer,  and  as  it  were  the  second  founder 
of  an  order,  which  had  for  many  ages  been  dedi- 
cated to  the  defence  of  t^i^hristians;  and  that  the 
knights,  by  their  settlement  in  those  islands,  would 
put  a  stop  to  the  ravages  of  the  corsairs  of  Barbary, 
and  secure  the  isles  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  and  all  the  coasts  of  Italy,  from  their 
incursions. 

This  was  just  what  the  emperor  had  in  view ;  and^ 
his  communicating  this  project  to  the  grand  master 
did  not  perhaps  flow  So  much  from  a  motive  of  ge-^ 
nerosity  as  from  self-interest.  Besides,  the  consi- 
derable expenses  he  was  forced  to  be  at  in  main-^ 
taining  garrisons  in  those  islands,  and  in  Tripoli^ 
which  he,  by  that  means  would  be  eased  of,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  knights,  who  were  the  terror  of 
the  infidels,  would  keep  them  in  awe  by  their  valour ; 
and  that  the  squadrons  of  the  order  would  serve  foir 
an  invinciUe  rampart  against  the  enterprizes  of 
the  grand  seignior,  who,  after  the  conquest  of  the 
isle  of  Rhodes,  might  perhaps  be  tempted  to  attack 
Sicily. 
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Th«8e  fleveral  motiTes  were  more  than  raffi^ieo^ 
to  determine  him  to  conclude  the  treaty :  but  this 
prince^  who  was  the  greatest  politician  of  his  dge, 
and  who  frequently  reaped  greater  advantages  by 
his  negotiations  than  he  did  even  by  his  arms,  told 
the  ambassadors,  that  he  was  no  way  averse  to  the 
propositions  which  they  were  come  to  make  him; 
but  that  he  yet  could  not  resolve  to  alienate  Malta 
and  Goza,  unless  Tripoli  was  also  comprehended  in 
the  same  treaty.  That  he  insisted  likewise,  that  the 
body  of  the  order  should  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him  in  quality  of  its  sovereign ;  that  a  new  creation 
should  be  made  of  a  second  bailiff  of  the  languagef 
of  Castile;  that,  in  the  admiral's  absence,  none  but 
a  knight  of  the  language  of  Italy  should  command 
the  galleys :  and,  as  he  very  much  doubted  whether 
the  order  would  ever  submit  to  take  an  oath  of 
fealty  to  him,  he  added,  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
^t^g^gin?  himself  to  supply  Malta  with  corn  for  the 
future.  By  this  reservation  he  secured  to  himself 
an  absolute  dominion  over  the  knights,  who  could 
never  subsist  without  such  a  supply. 

The  prior  of  Castile  and  Martinengo  stayed  at 
the  emperor*s  court,  and  Bosio,  by  agreement  with 
them,  returned  to  Italy,  and  came  to  Yiterbo  to  the 
grand  master,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of  the 
emperor's  intentions.  Had  they  come  from  any 
other  sovereign,  they  would  not  have  been  so  much 
as  heard;  but  most  of  the  commandries  of  the  or- 
der lying  within  the  vast  extent  of  that  prince's  do- 
minions, they  resolved  to  wait,  and  see  if  time 
would  afford  them  any  relief,  and  if  the  pope's  good 
offices  could  produce  any  moderation  of  such  hard 
conditions;  and  in  the  mean  while,  to  keep  the  ne- 
gotiation still  on  foot,  they  prevailed  with  the  em-^ 
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peror,  before  they  gave  him  a  decisive  answer,  to 
allow  the  order  to  send  eight  commissaries  to  Malta, 
6oza  and  Tripoli,  viz.  one  of  each  language,  to  visit 
those  places,  and  afterwards  make  their  report  of 
them  to  the  council. 

The  grand  master  was  the  less  eager  to  conclude 
the  treaty,  because  he  had  a  new  project  at  that 
time  on  foot,  which  was  much  more  glorious  and 
advantageous  for  the  order;  and  this  was  to  reco- 
ver Rhodes,  and  drive  out  the  Turks,  The  propo- 
ser of  this  enterprise  was  Achmet  Bassa,  the  very 
same  that  had  contributed  most  to  the  taking  of  the 
place.  The  reader  may  have  observed  in  the  fore- 
going book,  that  Solyman,  being  displeased  with 
Mustapha,  who  commanded  under  him  at  the  siege 
of  Rhodes,  had  turned  him  out  of  his  post,  and 
given  it  to  Achmet :  but,  at  the  request  of  his  sister, 
whom  Mustapha  had  married,  that  prince  had  sent 
him  into  Egypt  to  command  there  in  quality  of 
Begler-bey.  He  had  no  better  success  in  that  go- 
vernment than  he  had  at  the  siege  of  Rhodes:  whe- 
ther it  was  owing  to  his  unskilfulness  in  the  arts  of 
government,  or  to  his  avarice,  or  that  he  tyrannized 
over  that  people,,  who  had  been  lately  brought  into 
subjection  to  the  Turkish  empire,  a  general  insur- 
rection arose  in  the  provinces,  and  a  prodigious 
army  of  Arabians  and  Egyptians  came  to  besiege 
him  in  Grand  Cairo  itself,  whose  inhabitants,  from 
the  same  motive,  held  secret  correspondence  with 
the  rebels. 

Mustapha's  wife,  alarmed  at  the  dangers  to  which 
both  herself  and  her  husband  were  exposed,  had  re- 
course to  the  grand  seignior  her  brother.  That 
prince,  whose  interest  engaged  him  to  stifle  this  re- 
l^ellion  immediately^  sent  Aghmet  into  Egypt  at  tht 
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head  of  a  mighty  army^  to  bring  off  his  brother*iiir 
law,  and  take  the  government  oJT  those. great  pro? 
Tinces  in  his  stead. 

The  new  general^  in  a  little  time,  beat  the  rebela 
on  several  occasions.  But  after  he  had  establishecl 
the  reputation  of  his  valour,  and  the  terror  of  his 
arms,  he  set  himself  to  gain  the  malecontents  by  a 
conduct  that  was  entirely  the  reverse  of  that  of 
Mustapha.  The  ta:(es  were,  by  his  order,  conside- 
rably diminished;  and  as  he  secretly  aspired  to 
make  himself  independent,  and  absolute  master  of 
the  kingdom,  he  removed  the  Turkish  officers  who 
were  odious  to  the  Egyptians,  filling  their  posts  at 
the  same  time  with  noblemen  of  that  nation;  and^ 
in  order  to  gain  a  body  of  troops  in  his  interest,  tha^ 
should  be  independent  on  any  one  but  himself,  he 
got  together  all  the  Mamaliikes  that  were  left  in 
Egypt,  and  who,  ever  since  the  Turks  subdued  the 
country,  had  been  dispersed  up  and  down  in  the  re- 
motest provinces.  He  made  them  his  guards,  in- 
creased their  usual  pay ;  and  then,  being  irapose^l 
on  by  their  expressions  of  affection  and  attachment 
to  him,  which'  was  not  so  much  the  result  of  his  me- 
rit as  his  fortune,  and  fancying  himself  master  of 
their  hearts,  because  he  was  so  of  the  country  by 
his  dignity,  he  was  daring  enough  to  assume  openly 
the  nam6  and  ornaments  of  a  sovereign.  As  he  did 
not  question  but  Soly  man,  who  was  infinitely  jealous 
of  his  authority,  would  send  ah  army  against  him^ 
he  endeavoured  to  get  support,  and  an  alliance  with 
the  princes  of  Christendom.  Accordingly  he  sent 
one  of  his  partizans  to  the  pope  and  the  grand  mas- 
ter, to  propose  to  them  a  joint  league  against  Soly- 
man.  This  agent  waited  on  them  both,  and  pre- 
sented his  master's  letters^  wherein  )^e  assured  theia^ 
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that  if  the  knights  came  before  Rhodes  with  a  bodjr 
of  troops,  they  might  depend,  by  the  help  of  the  Iih 
telltgeiice  which  he  had  wtthia  the  place,  upon 
making  themselves  masters  of  it :  or  at  least  that 
one  of  his  creatures,  who  commanded  in  the  two 
towers  of  the  port,  should  receive  them  there,  upon 
tlie  jQrst  sight  of  any  order  from  him. 

The  grand  master  heard  these  proposals  with  mor^ 
joy  than  he  was  willing  to  discover.  He  answered 
the  envoys  that  he  could  not  engage  in  this  enter-" 
prise  without  first  communicating  it  to  most  of  the 
princes  of  Christendom!  but  that  the  Begler-bey^ 
his  master,  should  soon  hear  from  him;  and  then 
making  him  a  considerable  present,  he  dismissed 
him,  and  found  a  way  to  send  him  back  safe  into 
^?7P^*  While  the  grand  master's  thoughts  were 
entirely  taken  up  with  this  important  project,  tho 
commander  de  la  Roche  Aimon  was  just  landed^ 
bringing  at  the  same  time  some  Rhodians  along 
with  him,  who  determined  him  entirely  to  attempt 
that  enterprise. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  idea  of  this  poitit  of  his'* 
tory,we  are  to  observe,  that  the  grand  master,  not- 
withstanding all  the  misfortunes  that  hadhapppened 
to  his  order,  frequently  sent  vessels  out  a  cruising^ 
to  keep  the  arms  of  the  knights  continually  em-^ 
ployed  against  the  corsairs.  One  of  these  vessels^ 
commanded  by  la  Roche- Aimon,  was  met  by  some 
Rhodian  merchants,  who  were  sailing  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. They  knew  the  flag  of  the  order,  and 
longing  to  pay  their  respects  once  again  to  one  of 
their  old  masters,  they  came  up  with  him,  and  went 
aboard  the  knight's  vessel,  w  ho  received  them  with 
reciprocal  joy,  and  entertained  them  in  a  splendid 
maimer.    In  the  midst  of  the  entertainment,  tha 

vou  II.  3  » 
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RhodiaM  beiog  iq  a  place  of  TreetlQiu  and  iecwUf, 
loade  grievous  coiqp)aint«  a^inst  tb«  tjtmnj  of  tke 
Turk8,  aud  regretted  Ui^  h»s  of  the  equitable  go- 
vernmeut  of  the  hpighto;  these  exprewona  of  their 
regret  sqou  grew  up  to  eara^t  wiflhea  fw  the  re9to- 
ration  of  the  order>  and  its  rqcovering  po^emioa  of 
their  island.  M  theie  nierqha^ta  vece  iqiae  of  the 
principal  inhabitsMite  of  Hhodw,  he  hei^aii  to  eoosult 
M  ith  them  about  the  vacioua  ipethoda  that  OQlght  he 
made  use  of  in  or^f  r  to  drine  out  tUfi  Ti|rha»  and 
found  so.  much  facility  in  it»  that  h^  engaged  them 
U  t:oiae  with  him  iuto  Italy ;  and  landing  H  CiTita 
Vecchia,  he  brought  them  toYiterho*  and  pfeiypnted 
them  privately  to  the  grand  mapter,  who  re<;eived 
them  with  the  utmost  candour  and  civility. 

These  merchants*  whom  la  Roche- Aiuion  luid  ^i* 
lien  c^re  \o  disguise*  had  a  seeret  QiHifeiwce  with 
the  grand  master*  and  represented  to  himi  that  the 
walls  aud  fortificatioua  of  Rhode*  were  apt  yet  re- 
paired; that  there  was  but  a  weak  gavrisgn  in  the: 
place;  and  that  the  aga  before  meuttaped*  who 
commanded  in  the  two  tawer^  of  the.  port*  he4  been 
a  Christian*  but  had  turned  renegade  purely  out  of 
weakness*  and  for  fear  of  torments*  who  stUi  retained 
a  secret  iucUmtflon  for  the  religion  of  bi?  ancestors; 
that  he  was*  aa  far  as  his  abilities  would^llow  him» 
without  prejudicing  himself*  a  protector  ta  all  the 
Christians  of  the  island*  and  thAt  the  people*  as  soon 
as  they  should  see  the  standards  of  the.  order,  wouh}» 
provided  they  brought  them  arms*  turn  them  with 
pleasure  against  their  tyrants,  and  those  who  were 
enemies  to  their  religion. 

The  grand  master*  like  an  able  politician^  was 
delighted  to  think*  that  for  the  better  succeeding 
in  hia  designsy  he  should  have  more  thaa  one  intd- 
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licence  within  the  |ilace.  He  ^^horteil  the  raer- 
chahfs  to  persevere  \h  theit*  ^cfod  inttentions  for  the 
order;  and  After  bestowmj^  the  gre^ieit  civilities 
ii|)oii  XhtHk,  AM  loading  thenfi  Mrith  ^i'eseiits,  he 
catfsed  them  to  bte  cbndtictfed  back  with  the  same 
itcticy  Ihat  they  c*me,  to  ttie  ^14ci  ^here  their 
ihi]^  waitM  fot  thetn. 

That  prince,  i*  ccrtictrt  with  Ih*  p6}>e,  sktil  after- 
wai*d8  the  cdnin^ander  Bosid;  ^ho  WA'd  very  skilful 
lit  h^^oc'rdtioi^,  oY^i"  to  Rhodes.     H6  got  into  thib 
city  disguised  tike  a  merchant,  artd  wds  an  eye  wit- 
MBg  to  the  condition  of  the  place,  thifc  Atehgth  of 
•the  garrisoh,  And  the  dispositibri,  a^  Ikrell  As  the 
number  of  Greek  inhabitants  that  iVere  left.     Hd 
made  a  still  gredter  progi^ess  in  Mi  liegociation,  and 
talked  with  tb6  aga,  by  thi  issistancis  df  the  Greek: 
metropolitan,  who  wis  thit  officer's  fVierid.  Befol*e 
ht  caitoe  to  this  iikterview,  ht  hid  tdken  the  precau- 
tibn  to  fill  one  of  the  blank  Signatures,  which  the 
grand  master  had  cohfided  td  hiifa,  with  a  letter  foir 
the  aga,  in  which  ht  A^red  hint  great  rewardb^ 
provided  he  would  make  good  what  Achmet  had 
promised  in  his  name;  AHA  at  the  sdifae  time  showed, 
him  the  letter  which  the  Begl^r-bfey  had  written 
<ioncerhtng  hiita,  and  the  t^6  towers  of  Rhodes.  The 
ft^a,  after  having  stood  sotne  time  Withoiit  retutriiri^ 
Bosio  any  and^i^er,  tnad^  a  tesoldtidti  at  dnc^,  and 
told  hitn,  that  he  h^d  been  Idn^  .\^ishihg  for  an  op- 
pbMuiiity  of  returning  iilio  the  bdsom  df  the  dhurcfi, 
arid  gaVe  his  word  to  the  ^rand  ni^ster^s  a^ent,that 
he  would  receire  tliei  knights  intd  the  toSvuii  where 
h^  conlminded,  provided  that  besideir  the  tfodps 
nee^ssafy  to  def^d  them,  ind  forth  the  si^ge  of 
the  city,  thfey  Woiild  iinmediately  rfenrt  si  quantity 
pf  victuals,  provision^  and  amnttinition,  ^ith  arm(l 
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for  the  inhabitants  of  the  island.  Every  thin^ 
seemed  tp  bid  fair,  for  the  success  of  this  enterprise, 
when  news  came^  that  the  grand  seignior  had  der 
feated  Achmet's  designs,  and  got  him  dispatched. 
That  prince,  upon  advice  of  his  rebellion,  had  sent 
|i  mightj  army  against  hi"),  under  the  conduct  of 
his  favourite  Ibrahim,  a  native  of  Albania,  and  who 
Yiras  both  a  skilful  general  and  an  artful  courtier. 

Achmet  had  flattered  himself,  that  the  enterprise 

pf  Rhodes  would  cause  a  powerful  diversion  in  his 

favour;  but  the  unhappy  revolution  that  happened 

in  the  affairs  pf  the  knights,  prevented  their  making 

any  attempts,  so  that  Ibrahim's  entering  Egypt, 

paused  a  general  consternation  among  the  partisans 

pf  Achmet.     Nevertheless,  like  a  man  of  courage, 

he  began  to  make  preparations  to  carry  on  the  war. 

He  sent  orders  into  all  parts  fpr  the  troops  to  march 

put  of  the  mc^t  distant  provinces  to  join  him :  but 

little  deference  was  paid  to  his  orders:  an  usurper's 

liuthority  is  pever  iiij^ed  with  any  solidity  in  the 

begiunipg  of  a  change  of  goyemment.     Several  of 

)ii8  principal  commanders,  under  different  pretences, 

kept  off  declaring  openly  against  their  lawful  sove^ 

reign.     Ibrahim,  hearing  that  thingp  were  in  this 

disposition,  prpmised  them  a  full  and  general  p^rdpn, 

)Eind  eyen  rewards,  provided  they  would  dispatcli 

the  rebel.     These  traitors  stifled  him  in  the  bath, 

opened  the  gates  of  Grand  Cairo  to  Ibrahim,  and 

inade  their  submission  to  him.     That  general  sent 

Achmet>  head  immediately  to  the  grand  seignior, 

3Mrho,  by  thif  quick  dispatch,  was  eased  of  the  trouble 

of  maintaining  a  war  in  a  distant  country,  and  in  9 

natipn  too  that  had  ever  been  at  enmity  with  th^ 

Tnrhs,  and  in  which  his  power  was  not  as  yet  wel| 

fettled  on  any  solid  foundation. 
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This  rebere  death  frightened  the  aga  of  Rhodes; 
the  fear  of  being  discovered,  and  of  meeting  with 
the  like  fate^  made  him  press  the  execution  of  the 
enterprise  in  which  he  had  engaged  himself;  and 
the  very  same  motive  made  the  grand  master,  who 
had  no  hopes  left  of  any  succour  or  diversion  from 
Egypt,  resolve,  before  he  engaged  further  in  it,  to 
see  how  the  Christian  princes  stood  affected,  and 
what  forces  he  could  obtain  from  them. 

While  these  revolutions  happened  in  Egypt,  the 
commissaries  which  the  grand  master  and  council 
had  sent  to  visit  Malta,  Goza  and  Tripoli,  having 
returned,  made  their  report  of  the  condition  in  which 
they  found  those  islands,  and  the  town  of  Tripoli. 
The  isle  of  Malta,  they  said,  was  only  one  continued 
rock  of  sandy  stone,  and  might  be  about  six  or  seven 
leagues  long,  three  or  four  broad  at  most,  and 
about  twenty  in  circumference;  that  upon  the  sur- 
face of  this  rock  there  was  not,  at  most,  above  three 
or  four  feet  of  earth,  and  that  too  all  stony;  a  soil 
altogether  unfit  to  produce  wheat  and  other  corn, 
but  that  it  abounded  in  figs,  melons,  and  other 
fruits,  which  were  very  plenty  there;  that  the  prin* 
cipal  commerce  of  the  island  consisted  in  honey, 
cotton  and  cummin,  which  the  inhabitants  bartered 
for  com ;  that  if  they  excepted  a  few  springs,  which 
they  met  with  in  the  farther  part  of  the  island,  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  spring- water,  nor  indeed  any 
well,  so  that  the  inhabitants  were  forced  to  supply 
that  defect  by  cisterns;  that  there  was  the  like 
scarcity  of  wood,  that  they  sold  it  by  the  pound, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  were  forced  to  make  use  of 
cow-dung  dried  in  the  sun,  or  else  of  wild  thistles, 
to  dress  their  meat;  that  the  capital  city  of  the 
fsland,  called  T/ic  Notable  Ciii/,  was  seated  on  a  hilt 
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in  the  mkbt  of  (he  island,  and  wM  of  difficult  ac- 
eesB,  by  reason  of  the  rocks  which  eotered  all  the 
plaiB  abeat  it;  that  the  t>Uce  was  Mly  walled 
rouTid,  without  any  other  fiMrtlficafttons,  eiccept  some 
towers  which  were  erected  over  the  ^tei  of  the 
city ;  that  on  the  south  side  of  the  islaili  th^re  wer^ 
tieiiher  ports,  bayi>  nor  roads,  and  that  all  the  shore 
in  that  part  was  liued  with  vast  ro«k«,  a^insl 
which  ships,  when  caught  iu  a  starui,  were  oftcU 
drove  by  tiie  violence  of  the  wiAd,  and  da4ied  to 
pkceft;  but  that  they  diseoveted  several  points  or 
eapM  on  the  opposite  ride,  and  plac^  that  foruied  a 
sort  of  bays  and  roads,  very  proper  to  anchor  in: 
that  they  had  |>ilt  In  at  the  g^reat  port,  which  wai 
defended  by  a  fort,  tailed  th«  Castle  of  St.  Angelo, 
and  that  below  it  there  waft  a  little  town,  commonly 
called  La  Cita  del  Borg^:  that  this  pott  was  divided 
from  another,  called  the  Pottd  di  Mnsetto,  only  by 
a  narrow  slip  or  point  of  rock  t  that  be^des  the  ca- 
pital, the  castle  Md  the  tdWn,  there  were  about 
forty  hamlets  or  titlng^ef,  consisting  of  ieveral  dwel** 
lings,  scattered  up  and  doHtrn  the  country,  and  about 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  including  the  men. 
Women  and  childreti,  who  Were  ntost  of  them  poor 
and  miserable,  by  reason  of  the  bat^t^Uness  of  the 
soil. 

The  commissaries  likewise  presented  to  the  ^rand 
master  and  council  a  plan  of  the  island,  in  which 
they  had  taken  care  to  describe,  with  gteat  eaact^ 
nm,  several  little  bays  and  roads,  Which  served  a^ 
a  shelter  to  flshetraen,  and  where  the  corMirs  sonie- 
times  put  into.  They  added,  that  the  convenieneef 
of  so  many  ports,  so  well  adapted  for  the  armamentiii 
of  the  order,  made  them  be  of  opinlttu,  that  fte  em-^ 
preror*s  propossib  ought  not  to  be  rejected,  provided 
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ht  did  n»t,  by  hid  ^rant,  pretend  to  oblige  tbem  to 
tmn  their  enemies  against  his  pariicolar  enemies. 

As  for  the  isle  of  Goza,  called  by  the  inhabitants 
Gaudisch,  they  said  it  was  separated  from  that  of 
Malta  only  by  a  narrow  channel,  which  went  by 
the  name  of  Freo,  of  a  league  and  a  half,  or  two 
leagues  in  breadth,  in  the  middle  of  which  lay  the 
little  isles  or  rocks,  called  Comin  and  Cominot:  that 
Goaa  was  aliout  eight  leagues  in  circumference^ 
three  long,  and  one  and  a  half  broad ;  that  they 
could  not  find  any  port  in  it;  that  it  was  all  sur- 
rounded with  craggy  rocks  and  shelves,  so  that 
there  was  no  landing  but  with  great  difSculty : 
that,  however,  the  soil  seemed  to  be  very  fertile ; 
that  there  were  about  five  thousand  persons  in  it, 
including  m^i,  women  and  children,  who  were  dis- 
persed up  and  down  in  different  villages,  and  who, 
for  their  security  against  the  corsairs,  had  built  a 
aastle  on  a  hill,  but  that  it  was  ill  fortified,  and  of 
very  little  consequence:  that,  notwithstanding  its 
being  qo  weak,  they  did  not  think  the  council  would 
act  prudently,  were  they  to  accept  the  offer  which 
was  made  them,  of  the  isle  of  Malta  separately  from 
that  of  Goaa,  which  lay  too  ne^^r  it,  and  which 
might  some  time  ov  other  serve  for  a  retreat  to  their 
enemies. 

T|i^  commissa^riea  did  not  form  the  same  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  town  and  castle  of  Tripoli.  They 
represented  to  the.  council,  that  the  place,  which 
was  seated  on  Mie  coast  of  Barbary,  near  eighty 
leagujes  frcm  Malta,  had  no  fortificatioqs  about  it, 
and  that  it  was  aknost  impossible  to  raise  any  there 
in  a  sandy  soil,  and  bottom  full  of  water ;  tbat  thet 
ditches  were  neither  broad  nor  deep  enough,  tha 
jport  and  castle  being  commaaded  by  a  hill  adjoin* 
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in^:  in  a  word,  that  the  place  was  surroiinded  by 
the  territories  of  the  king  of  Tunis,  who  would  not 
suffer  the  Christians  to  continue  there  long;  and, 
that  the  great  distance  of  it  from  Malta,  would  not 
allow  them,  in  case  it  was  attacked,  to  throw  in 
seasonable  succours:  that,c6rn  was  still  scarcer  at 
Tripoli  than  at  Malta,  by  reason  of  the  barrenness 
of  its  soil,  which  bore  nothing  but  dates.  From  all 
which  tliej  concluded,  that  if  they  undertook  the 
defence  of  the  place,  they  should  be  exposed  to  lose 
all  the  knights  they  might  afterwards  put  in  gar- 
rison there. 

The  grand  master  acquainted  the  pope  with  this 
relation,  and  desired  him  to  use  his  good  offices  with 
the  emperor,  to  engage  him  to  excuse  the  order 
from  the  defence  of  Tripoli,  and  remit  the  other 
heavy  conditions  he  was  for  annexing  to  the.  feof-* 
raent  of  Malta.  But,  at  that  juncture,  August  1524, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have 
pitched  on  a  mediator  with  Charles  V.,  who  waa 
less  agreeable  to  that  monarch,  or  more  suspected 
by  him  than  Clement  VII.  There  was  actually  at 
that  time  a  league  on  foot  between  that  pontiff,  the 
king  of  England,  and  the  Venetians,  in  order  ta 
maintain  the  liberty  of  Italy,  which  was  threatened 
with  an  entire  subversion  since  the  loss  of  the  battle 
of  Pavia,  in  which  Francis  L,  king  of  France,  had 
been  taken  prisoner  by  the  emperor's  generals. 

That  prince,  whose  personal  qualities  merited  a 
lietter  fortune,  had  invaded  the  duchy  of  Milan^ 
which  he  pretended  belonged  to  him  and  queen 
Claude,  his  wife,  in  rfght  of  Valentia  Visconti,  wife 
to  Lewis  duke  of  Orleans,  brother  to  Charles  VI. 
The  Sforzas  had  seized  on  it  in  prejudice  of  the 
princes  of  the  house  of  Orleans*  Francia  Sforza  waa 
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actually  in  possession  of  it.  The  emperor,  under 
pretence  of  supporting  him  as  his  yass^,  had  sent  a 
strong  army  into  the  Milanese,  and,  after  the  battle 
of  Pavia,  his  generals  behaved  more  like  conquerors^ 
than  protectors  and  commanders  of  auxiliary  troops. 
They  pnt  garrisons,  in  the  emperor's  name,  into 
the  principal  towns  of  the  duchy,  under  pretence 
that  the  new  duke  had  not  yet  received  the  inves- 
titure of  it.  The  pope  and  Italian  princes,  who,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  were  equally  afraid  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  two  such  powerful  princes, 
could  have  wished,  that  the  French  had  not  disturbed 
Sforza  in  the  possession  of  the  Milanese. 

The  king  being  taken  prisoner,  brought  not  only 
the  Italian  princes,  but  also  the  king  of  England, 
over  to  the  party  of  France.  Sforza  himself,  who 
had  now  no  reason  of  being  under  any  further  ap- 
prehensions from  a  prince,  who  was  both  a  prisoner 
and  oppressed  by  the  imperialists,  who  continued  to 
plunder  him  of  his  dominions,  negotiated  a  league 
against,  a  potentate  who  was  for  swallowing  up  all 
Europe,  and  aspired  to  an  universal  monarchy. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  the  occa- 
sion or  pretence  of  a  war,  which  in  reality  had  no 
other  source  than  the  ambition  of  Charles  V.  After 
the  death  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  that  prince 
and  Francis  I.  were  rivals  in  the  election  for  the 
empire.  This  rivalship  of  rights  and  pretensions, 
which  monarchs  are  scarce  ever  at  a  loss  for,  when 
they  do  not  want  forces,  and  their  personal  quali- 
ties, which  were  excellent  indeed,  but  directly  op- 
posite in  both ;  all  these  circumstances,  I  say,  in- 
spired those  two  great  princes  with  an  emulation  of 
glory,  which,  after  the  election  of  Charles  V.  was 
succeeded  by  an  animosity,  that  was  not  to  be  apt 
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peased  by  the  blood  of  so  many  thousands  of  their 
pubjects.  AH  maDkind  beheld  with  admiration,  in 
the  person  of  Francis  L  a  courage  that  was  proof 
against  the  greatest  dangers  pf  war,  a  noble  flrank- 
pess  worthy  of  a  better  age,  an  inviolable  faith  in 
his  treaties,  and  goodness  and  clemency  towards  his 
subjects :  but  it  would  have  been  happy  had  this 
prince  been  less  devoted  to  pleasure,  had  been  more 
secret  in  his  afl&irs,  had  used  a  closer  attention  and 
pursuit  in  the  execution  of  his  designs,  and  had 
never  employed  his  favourites  as  his  ministers  and 
generals.  Charles  V.  on  the  contrary,  had  all  the 
qualities  of  a  great  politician,  but  few  of  those  vir^ 
tues  which  have  their  seat  in  the  heart,  and  that 
shine  with  lustre  in  ^  private  man.  He  was  puffed 
up  with  an  insatiable  ambition,  interest  was  the  sole 
inotive  of  all  his  actions,  he  was  impenetrable  in  hiy 
designs,  always  attentive  to  the  different  disposi- 
tions of  all  the  princes  of  Europe,  had  a  superior 
capacity  to  all  his  ministers,  was  happy  in  the 
choice  of  his  generals,  had  no  relish  for  the  pomp 
and  luxury  of  entertainments,  and  if  he  was  not  so 
chaste  as  the  precepts  of  Christianity  ipightre|)uire^ 
he  yet,  at  least,  in  order  to  avoid  scandal,  was  as 
pareful  to  conceal  his  gallantries  from  thepenetrat7 
ing  eye  of  the  ppurtier,  as  other  princes  of  )iij|  tii|ie 
were  to  publish  theirs.  In  a  word,  he  was  without 
faith,  probity,  honour,  or  even  gratitude ;  and  he 
yet  used  hb  utmost  endeavours,  by  his  behaviour^ 
to  persuade  the  vorld  that  he  possessed  all  those 
virtues. 

It  was  scarce  possible  for  two  princes,  endowed 
with  such  great  qualities,  both  of  them  ambitious, 
brave,  powerful,  and  neighbours  to  one  another,  to 
remain  long  in  peace^  or  leave  the  rest  of  SurpM 
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kb.  From  the  pictures  of  these  two  nionarchs,  of 
Mrhich  we  hay'e  only  given  the  reader  a  sketch,  he 
Ix^ill  easily  judge,  that  fortune  must  be  obliged  to 
declare  for  the  abler  of  the  two:  and  indeed  Fran*- 
Cis  L  became  the  prey  of  his  enemy,  so  that  tha 
business  at  that  time  was  to  negotiate  A  peace,  and 
the  recovery  of  his  liberty.  Charles  V.  rated  theto 
both  at  so  high  a  price,  that  the  king,  greatly  di#^ 
gusted  at  the  hardness  of  the  conditions,  protested 
openly,  that  he  would  sooner  resign  the  crown  to 
the  dauphin  his  son,  than  tear  off  one  of  its  finest 
flowers; 

but  the  regent  his  mother,  not  minding  a  design 
which  the  uneasiness  of  his  imprisonment  had  occa- 
sioned^ tesolved  to  send  the  duchess  of  Alen90n,  her 
daughter  and  the  king's  sister,  into  Spain;  she  was 
a  princess  adorned  with  all  the  graces  of  nature^ 
brought  up  in  the  intrigues  of  a  court,  and  of  as 
complying  a  temper  as  if  she  had  not  been  born 
with  that  pride  and  empire,  which  are  almost  inse- 
parable from  a  multitude  of  charms,  especially  when 
supported  by  so  illustrious  a  birth.  The  regent  was 
in  hopes,  that  she  would  prevail  with  the  emperor 
to  set  the  king  her  brother  at  liberty,  upon  lest 
hateful  conditions.  To  assist  her  in  this  important 
negotiation,  4ie  named  the  archbishop  of  Ambrun^ 
known  afterwards  by  the  title  of  the  cardinal  de 
Toumon,  the  bishop  of  Tarbes,  afterwards  cardinal 
de  Grammout,  and  de  Seine,  first  president  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris.  The  writer  of  the  annals  of 
the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  related,  that  tha 
regent,  thoroughly  persuaded  of  the  grand  roaster's 
affection  for  the  person  and  service  of  the  king  her 
•on,  sent  him  an  express  to  desire  him  to  convey 
the  princess  her  daughter  to  Spain  on  board  tha 
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galleys  of  the  order*  in  the  most  prefllitij^  terms,  ttid 
that  noblemaDj  in  order  to  determine  him  by  motives, 
drawn  from  his  own  interest,  to  undertake  the  voy- 
age, represented  to  him,  that  as  his  order  stood  in 
need  of  a  sure  and  fixed  settlement,  he,  by  his  pre- 
sence, and  treating  in  person  with  the  emperor, 
would  be  able  to  get  oyer  that  infinite  number  of 
difficulties,  wl^ch  that  prince's  ministers  in  Italy 
started,  with  reg^d  to  the  feofment  of  the  isks  of 
Malta  and  Gosa,  ai|d  tbe  town  of  Tripoli* 

The  grand  qiaster  acquainted  the  pope  with  these 
dispatches  of  the  regent:  Clement,  who  ww  actiit- 
ally  engaged  in  ipeasures  with  that  princes^  highly 
approved  the  voyage;  he  was  desirous  of  the  king's 
liberty,  perhaps  not  so  much  out  of  regacd  for  him 
as  for  fear  of  the  formidable  power  of  his  enemy ; 
he  flattered  himself,  that  if  they  conld  once  get 
Francis  I.  out  of  prison,  that  prince,  to  revenge  the 
severity  of  this  treatment,  would  not  fail  to  begin 
a  new  war^  which,  should  it  but  once  break  out  be- 
tween two  such  iippl^cahle  sovereigns,  would  be 
the  security  of  the  other  sovereigns,  and  maintain 
a  peace  in  the  rest  of  Europe.  The  grand  li^BfUr, 
upon  the  answer  of  his  holiMss,  embarked  ou  board 
the  galleys  of  the  order  at  Civita  Yecchia,  June  25, 
1525,  and  went  to  Marseilles,  where  he  waited 
upon  the  r^geiit,  and  had  several  conferences  with 
her,  during  the  time  he  waited  for  the  duchess  of 
A^eufon. 

The  emperor's  ministers,  alarmed  and  jealous  of 
this  voyage,  the  motive  of  which  they  were  utter 
strangers  to,  seized  immediately  on  all  the  revenues 
of  the  order  in  Italy:  the  emperor  did  not  fail  to 
approve  their  conduct:  that  prince  was  displeased 
with,  the  grand  master  and  council  on  other  ac* 
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counts.  We  have  already  obflerved^  that  he  offered 
them  the  isles  of  Malta  and  Goza«  and  the  town  ot* 
Tripoli,  for  their  residence;  the  order's  delaying  to 
give  him  a  positive  answer,  made  him  resolve  I9 
write  in  particular  to  the  languages  of  Castile  aniji 
Arragon,  the  knights  whereof  were  his  subjects  by 
birth ;  and  he  sent  a  Spanish  knight,  Peter  Fer* 
nandez  Heredia,  or  Errera,  to  the  council,  wIkt, 
upon  his  arrival  at  Yiterbo,  represented,  in  the  em* 
peror*s  name,  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  that  fiooi 
a  persuasion  that  the  order  would  accept  of  so  con- 
siderable a  settlement  with  great  satisfaction,  as 
well  as  acknowledgment,  he  had  for  eighteen  months 
delayed  providing  for  the  fortification  of  those 
islaiids^  and  desired,  that  the  council  would  tell 
him  their  sentiments  plainly  upon  those  points.  The 
envoy  added,  in  a  very  arrogant  manner,  that  if 
there  was  any  language  who  should  oppose  ihem, 
the  emperor,  his  maater,  would  take  his  measures 
accordingly. 

That  prince,  dazzled  by  a  constant  series  of  pror 
tperity,  and  grown  more  haughty  by  the  king  of 
Finance 'S  imprisonment*  imagined  himself  able  to 
give  laws  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe;  and  this  do^ 
mineering  spirit  had  diffused  itself  into  the  lan^ 
guages  of  those  who  were  born  in  his  dominionr. 
The  Spanish  knights  v^ere  for  governing  in  the 
cowicil,  and  would  have  the  emperor's  offers  ac^ 
cepted  immediately,  and  the  dependance  and  sub- 
jection he  annexed  to  them  submitted  to:  nay, 
tome  of  them  went  sa  far  as  to  insinuate,  that  if  the 
French  would  not  comply  with  their  sentiments> 
they  would  divide  ^m  them;  that  they  would 
settle  themselves  at  Malta,  independent  even  on 
the  fraud  master;  and  that  they  were  m  hopes  af 
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preTatling  with  the  emperor  to  unite  the  order  ^ 
Monteza,  a  Spanish  foundation,  to  their  particular 
congre|[^ation,  that  they  might  indemnify  the  order 
for  what  they  might  lose  in  France,  by  the  with'^ 
drawing  of  the  French  iinights  and  commanders* 

But  the  council,  as  well  as  the  most  discreet  of 
the  Spanish  knights,  who  abhorred  a  schism,  an-^ 
awered  the  envoy,  that  the  whole  order  was  very 
sensible  of  the  generous  offers  of  his  imperial  ma-^^ 
jesty;  but  that,  in  an  affair  of  such  importanee, 
they  could  not  take  any  decisive  resolution  with- 
out the  grand  master's  presence,  and  the  pope's 
express  consent;  that  they  would  write  immediately 
to  them  both ;  that  they  understood  the  grand  mas* 
ter  was  gone  to  the  emperor's  court,  in  order  to 
learn  from  his  own  mouth,  what  were  his  intentions 
with  respect  to  the  isle  of  Malta ;  and  that  they 
were  in  hopes^  that  that  great  prince  would,  for 
the  general  good  and  honour  of  the  order,  mode- 
rate some  of  the  conditions,  which  he  was  for  an- 
nexing to  that  feoffment 

The  council  immediately  sent  the  commander 
Bosio  for  France,  to  give  tiie  grand  master  advice 
of  the  sequestration  whieh  the  emperor's  ministers 
had  made  of  the  estates  which  belonged  to  the  or- 
der in  Italy,  and  of  the  proposals  which  the  cheva- 
lier Errera  had  made  before  all  the  couhciL  The 
grand  master  deferred  answering  the  council  until 
he  had  seeu  the  emperor ;  he  ordered  Bosio  to  fol- 
low him«  and  set  out  for  Spain  with  the  duchess  of 
Aleufon,  for  whom  the  king  of  England  bad  got  a 
fafe  conduct 

As  soon  as  this  princess  was  arrived  at  Madrid, 
and  that  the  emperor  had  discharged  the  ceremo* 
mat,  and  paid  the  first  honors  that  were  due  to  her 
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quality,  he  gare  a  private  audience  to  the  grand 
master,  A.  D.  1525,  who  first  gave  him  an  account 
of  all  that  had  passed  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of 
Rhodes.  That  great  man  afterwards  represented  to 
hira  the  losses  which  the  order  had  sustained  in 
that  place,  and  the  deplorable  condition  the  whole 
body  was  in  at  that  time;  and  finding  the  emperor 
afiected  with  such  a  number  of  calamities>  he  com- 
plained in  the  softest  terms  of  the  seizure  which  his 
ministers  had  made  of  the  estates  of  the  Italian 
commandries,  under  pretence,  that,  on  his  way  to 
Spain,  he  had  passed  through  France  before  ha 
came  to  his  court.     To  prevent  the  designs,  which 
the  emperor,  in  granting  the  isle  of  Malta  to  tha 
Jinights,  might  have  of  making  them  his  vassals, 
he  insinuated  to  him,  that  though  they  were  all 
born  subjects  of  diflferent  sovereigns,  yet  the  order 
in  general,  by  its  profession,  was  independent  from 
^ny  of  them;  that  a  knight,  who  was  a  Frenchman 
by  nation,  was  no  more  devoted  to  the  king  of 
France  than  he  was  to  his  imperial  majesty :  tliat 
the  only  purpose  of  their  institution  was  to  defend 
all  Christians  alike  against  the  incursions  of  tha 
infidels;  that  for  so  many  ages  as  the  order  had 
existed  with  some  kind  of  glory,  it  had  never  yet 
been  known  to  engage  against  any  Christian  prince 
in  favour  of  another.     He  afterwards  entered  into 
the  affair  of  Malta,  and  omitting  the  hard  condi- 
tions which  the  emperor  was  for  tying  them  down 
to,  he  told  him  generally,  that  the  order  wonld 
have  long  before  reaped  the  advantages  of  his  im- 
perial majesty's  beneficence,  if  they  had  not  been 
withheld  by  hopes  of  recovering  Rhodes ;  that  thera 
was  a  party  formed  for  the  execution  of  that  enter- 
prise; upon  which,  with  the  emperor's  leaye^  ha 
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brought  the  commander  Bosio  into  his  chamb^r^ 
who  gave  him  a  very  particular  account  of  all  the 
measures  he  had  taken  on  that  account  with  the 
principal  inhabitants.  He  added,  that  the  order 
wanted  nothing  but  a  sum  of  money  necessary  to 
raise  three  or  four  thousand  men,  and  carry  at  the 
some  time  arms  for  the  inhabitants,  whom  the  Turks 
had  disarmed  with  the  utmost  strictness. 

The  emperor  entered  into  the  grand  master's 
views :  however,  before  he  engaged  further  in  the 
project,  he  advised  him  to  confer  with  the  duke  of 
Alva,  his  ablest  general,  about  it  He  added  fur- 
ther, that  in  case  that  nobleman  should  find  the 
execution  of  it  practicable,  he  himself  would  freely 
give  25000  crowns  to  facilitate  its  success,  that  he 
wished  the  other  potentates  of  Christendom  would 
likewise  contribute  to  it;  but  that  if,  after  all,  the 
project  should  not  happen  tq  succeed,  the  order 
•night  nevertheless  depend  upon  having  the  isle  of 
MalU  for  their  settlement ;  and,  as  an  earnest  of  his 
friendship,  he  immediately  ordered  a  full  and  en- 
tire restitution  to  be  made  of  ail  the  revenues  which 
his  ministers  had  sequestered  in  Italy.  The  grand 
master,  who  was  very  sensible  that  monarchs  will 
never  own  themselves  to  be  in  the  wrong,  thanked 
him  for  that  act  of  his  judtice,  in  as  handsome  and 
grartefol  a  manner,  as  if  he  had  received  a  favour 
from  him.  He  begged  leave,  before  he  left  him,  to 
wait  upon  the  king  of  France;  which  the  emperor 
readily  granted  him,  in  hopes  that  the  grand  mas- 
ter might  contribute  to  the  negociation  of  a  peace. 

An  officer  of  his  guards,  by  his  order,  conducted 
Yarn  to  the  apartment  of  Francis  I.  That  prince 
was  not  guarded  like  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  rather 
}ike  a  state-criminal.    Charles  Y.  although  ^he 
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kind's  vassal,  in  order  to  extort  an  immense  ranscftn^ 
and  the  exorbitant  conditions  from* his  lord,  did  his 
utmost  to  make  his  imprisonment  insupportable  to 
him.  Such  harsh  and  unworthy  usag^  threw  Eran-^ 
CIS  I.  into  a  deep  melancholy^  which  was  succeeded 
by  a  violent  fever.     The  arrival  of  the  princess  his 
sister,  who  was  very  dear  to  him,  gave  him  the  first 
emotions  of  joy  ever  since  his  misfortune.  His  health 
grew  better,  and  the  grand  master  being  introduced 
into  his  room  at  this  juncture,  he  embraced  him 
very  affectionately,  extolled  the  brave  defence  he 
had  made.  at.  Rhodes^  and  ordered  the  ministers 
who  accompanied  the  princess  his  sister,  not  to  treat 
of  any -article  in  their  negotiation  with  the  empe- 
ror's ministers,  without  first  communicating  it  to 
the  grand  master*     He  was  admitted  into  all  their 
conferences,  where  he  acted  as  a  mediator.  Ifis  dig* 
nity  and  great  reputation^  his  prudence  and  excels 
lent  capacity,  greatly  enforced  his  remonstrances  : 
and  he  left  no  expedient  untried  in  order  to  recon- 
cile the  interests  of  those  two  princes,  and  engage 
them,  by  a  solid  peace,  to  unite  their  arms  against 
the  common  enemy  of  the  Christians.   The  duchess' 
of  Alen^on,  on  her  side,  employed  all  the  charms 
of  her  vriU  in  order  to  conquer  the  emperor's  harsh^ 
nesaand  obstinacy;  but  that  prince,  who  was  re*^ 
gardless  of  every  thing  but  his  interest,  and  who 
fancied,  that  as  the  king  was  his  prisoner,  he  might 
soan  make  himself  master  of  a  part  of  France ;  be* 
sides  the  renunciations  which  the  king  offered  to 
make  of  his  rights  to  the  Milanese  and  kingdom  o£ 
Naples,  as  well  as  to  the  homage  of  the  counties  of 
Flanders  and  Artois,  and  also  an  immense  sum  of 
money,  he  insistedl  ikewise  on  the  duchy  of  Burgun- 
dy>  in  order  to  enable  himself,  in  case  the  war  should 
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break  out  again,  to  fall  with  hiB  troops  into  France; 
and  march  up  to  the  gates  of  Paris.    The  kingr 
who  was  highly  sensible  of  the  importance  of  thiff 
alienation^  rejected  the  proposition  with  great  reso- 
lution ;  and  to  shew  the  emperor  that  he  would  ra- 
ther renounce  his  liberty  than  so  considerable  a 
branch  of  his  crown,  he  resolved  to  part  with  the 
princess  his  sister,  and  deprive  himself  of  her  com- 
pany, though  it  was  the  only  comfort  he  had  left. 
He  made  her  set  out  an  her  return  for  France,  and 
fihe  was  likewise  obliged  to  it  upon  some  private 
advices  which  she  received,  that  the  emperor  sought 
only  a  pretence  to  give  orders  for  her  being  arrested.^ 
Charles  V.  the  most  artful  prince  of  his  time,  had 
purposely  spun  out  the  negotiations,  in  order  that 
the  safe  conduct  which  he  had  granted  her  might 
be  expired.    He  was  surprised  at  the  princess's  de- 
parture, and  he  sent  orders  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain 
to  stop  her  the  very  day  that  the  term  of  her  safe 
conduct  should  be  at  an  end ;  but  the  princess,  be-^ 
tug  well  informed  of  this  trick  which  he  designed 
to  play  her,  travelled  as  many  miles  in  one  day 
upon  the  same  road  in  her  return,  as  she  had  done 
in  four  at  her  coming  into  Spain.     This  expedition 
and  Clermont  de  Lodeve's  arrival  on  the  frontier^ 
with  a  large  convoy,  on  the  last  day  of  the  safe 
conduct,  hindered  the  emperor's  officers  from  making 
any  attempt  to  seize  her  person ;  so  that  the  empe* 
ror  could  not  gain  any  advantage  by  his  artifice. 

The  departure  of  the  princess  did  not  any  way 
cool  the  grand  master's  zeal  and  good  offices  in 
pcomoting  a  peace.  He  frequently  represented  the 
neoeii^sity  of  it  to  the  emperor  and  his  ministers;  de* 
Glaring,  that  whilst  that  prince's  arms  were  em-* 
ployed  against  France,  Solyman  was  pushing  his 
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eonqaestfl  in  Hungary,  and  opening  himself  a  way 
to  penetrate  into  Austria  and  the  hereditary  coun- 
tries. On  the  other  side,  when  he  was  with  the  king, 
lie  made  him  sensible  how  necessary  his  presence 
was  in  his  kingdom,  but  proved  to  him  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  emperor  would  never  give  him  his  li- 
berty, unless  he  made  a  resignation  of  the  duchy  of 
Burgundy.  In  fine,  he  managed  both  those  princes  so 
successfully,  that  he  brought  them  to  agree  to  a 
treaty  of  peace.  Francis  I.  persuaded  that  he  could 
not  alienate  the  demesne  of  his  crown,  and  that 
conditions  extorted  during  a  severe  captivity  were 
never  valid,  made  a  secret  protest  against  the  vio- 
lence offered  him  by  his  vassal,  and  signed  every 
thing  they  presented  to  him.  It  was  agreed,  that 
the  king  should  be  conducted  back  into  his  kingdom 
on  the  tenth  of  February,  and  that  for  a  guaranty 
of  the  treaty,  he  should  give  the  two  princes  his 
Bons  in  hostage ;  and  also  several  other  articles  which 
are  foreign  to  this  work.  The  grand  master,  who 
was  ever  vigilant  to  promote  the  interests  of  religion, 
got  an  article  inserted  in  it,  which  was,  that  the 
emperor,  and  king  of  France,  should  join  in  solicit- 
ing the  pope  to  set  on  foot  a  crusade  against  the  in- 
fidels, and  should  themselves  contribute  to  it  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power. 

After  the  treaty  was  signed,  the  emperor  and  the 
king  had  several  interviews ;  but  their  visits  were 
like  those  of  reconciled  enemies,  and  were  made 
with  more  politeness  than  sincerity.  The  first  time 
that  the  emperor  went  to  see  the  king,  he  would 
needs  take  the  grand  master,  whom  he  called  hig 
father,  along  with  him.  We  meet  with  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  viz.  that  those  two  great  princes 
^eing  out  together,  the  emperor,  as  they  were  t^ 
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pass  through  a  door,  offered  the  king  the  precedeMe^ 
i¥hich  that  prince  refused;  whereopon  they  ealled 
the  grand  master  to  decide  it.  ''  I  pray  God/'  aai^ 
the  venerable  old  man,  **  that  there  may  never  be 
any  difference  of  greater  consequence  between  yonr 
majesties:"  and  then  directing  his  discourse  to  the 
king  of  France,  *'  No  one.  Sir,  disputes  but  that 
the  emperor  is  the  first  prince  in  Christendom ;  but 
as  you  are  in  hi»  dominions,  and  in  his  palace,  yon 
ought  not,  in  my  opinion^  decline  the  honours  which 
he  thinks  himself  obliged  to  show  to  the  greatest 
monarch  in  Europe/'  This  answer,  which  was  as 
wbtle  as  it  was  judicious,  satisfied  both  parties ;  the 
emperor  especially  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  it : 
lie  honoured  him  afterwards  with  several  marks  of 
distinction,  and  whenever  he  was  giving  audiences 
from  his  throne,  he  would  make  the  grand  master 
int  under  the  same  canopy  with  himself.  In  fine, 
when  the  grand  master,  after  the  king's  departure, 
4ook  leave  of  him  to  return  into  Italy  to  Viterbo, 
he  made  him  fresh  promises  of  the  island  of  Malta, 
and  likewise  assured  him,  that  he  would  leave  that 
4iffair  to  the  pope,  who  should  be  arbitrator  of  the 
conditions  and  terms  of  the  feofment. 

But  before  the  grand  master  left  Spain,  he  put 
an  end  to  a  dispute  that  was  risen  in  Portugal,  re- 
lating to  the  great  priory  of  Crate.  Since  the  loss 
of  Rhodes,  and  retreat  of  the  convent  to  Viterbo, 
several  European  princes,  uot  well  affected  to  the 
order,  and  under  pretence  that  it  did  not  send  any 
more  squadrons  out,  as  its  institution  required,  against 
the  infidels,  seized  on  the  revenues  of  the  comman- 
dries ;  or  else,  in  violation  of  the  statutes  of  the  or- 
der, and  the  rights  of  seniority,  disposed  of  them  ii^ 
favour  of  such  knights  as  were  most  agreeable  ^ 
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|bem.    The  priwy  of  C»to  hMmg  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Jchn  de  Menetes,  the  king  of  Portugal,  m 
prejudice  of  the  cheTalier  GonsalTo  de  PiementeU 
bestowed  it  npon  prince  Lewis  his  brother ;  and  to 
make  Piementel  some  amends,  offered  him  a  yearly 
pension  of  9000  livres.    The  Portnguese  knights, 
unwilling  to  bear  with  sndi  an  infringement  of  thdr 
rights,  reftiaed  to  own  Don  Lewis;  the  king,  in- 
censed at  their  opposition,  threatened  to  seixe  all 
the  estates  belonging  to  the  order  within  hie  domir- 
inons:  and,  pretending  that  they  staid  at  Yiterbo  in 
a  state  of  inactivity,  contrary  to  what  their  statntas 
obliged  them  to;he  declared  thathe  would«mploy  the 
revemies  in  a.hoIy  war  againstthe Moors  of  Barbary. 
The  grand  master  jndiciously  supposing,  that 
such  a  procedure,  though  very  unjuit,  might  yet 
be  a  dangerons  precedent  with  respect  to  ottier 
•princes,  mode  up  the  aiffair.  He  thought  that  it  was 
best,  at  such  an  unhappy  juncture,  to  dissemble  an 
injustice  which  he  had  not  the.power  to  redress :  he 
consented  that  Don  Lewis  should  keep  the  adminis- 
tvation  of  the  priory,  by  way  of  commendmm ;  1)iit 
he,  in  -eachange,  obtained  of  the  king  an  authentic 
confirmation  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his 
order.    That  prince   engaged  solemnly  that  life 
wottld  never  trouble  the  kmghts  again  in  the  en^ 
jcqrment  of  the  oomraandries,  which  should  fall  to 
^v^y  one  accordiag  to  his  rank  of  seniority.    And 
^as  tlie  enterprise  of  Rhodes  was  the  only  end  and 
Tiew  \n  which  all  the  grand  master's  designs  cen« 
tered,  U  was  stipulated  in  the  same  treaty,  that,  for 
carrying  on  that  holy  war,  the  king  should  furnish 
the  order  with  fifteen  lliousand  crasados,  a  sort  of 
Oliver  mon^y,  worth  at  that  tim«  about  four  livres 
mii  a  half.     . 
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Scarce  was  the  grand  master  retamedinto  France, 
when  news  came  that  Henry  YIII.  king  of  England, 
on  the  very  same  pretence  that  the  king  of  Porta-r 
gal  had  made  use  of,  and  as  if  the  order  had  been 
entirely  extirpated  by  the  loss  of  Rhodes,  had  pre^ 
▼ented  the  commander  Weston  from  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  grand  priory  of  that  kingdom ;  and  even 
pretended  to  unite  the  revenues  of  all  the  commanr 
dries  to  the  crown,  or  oblige  all  the  English  knights 
to  serve  as  a  garrison  to  Calais.  These  odious  pre- 
tensions were  a  sensible  affliction  to  the  grand  mas- 
ter ;  he  saw,  with  grief,  that  the  estates  of  his  or- 
der,  notwithstanding  his  indefatigable  endeavours  to 
the  contrary,  were  going  insensibly  to  be  made  a 
prey  to  princes  and  their  courtiers.  The  popes,  un- 
der colour  of  being  its  sovereigns,  had  some  time 
before  assumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  nominat- 
ing to  the  grand  priory  of  Rome,  and  to  the  com- 
mandries  that  fell  vacant  within  the  patrimony  of 
6t.  Peter,  and  their  other  territories :  and  on  the 
other  side,  the  emperor's  ministers  in  Italy  seized  on 
the  richest  benefices,  without  scruple;  and  fancied 
they  did  a  favour  to  the  order,  by  putting  on  its 
cross,  as  a  mark  that  they  enjoyed  them  only  by 
virtue  of  the  title  of  knights.  In  this  general  pil- 
lage and  desolation,  the  grand  master  applied  him- 
self to  the  king  of  France,  the  only  prince  of  Chii»- 
tendom,  as  we  may  say,  who,  amidst  all  the  mis- 
fortunes that  had  happened  to  the  order  of  St. John, 
treated  it  with  the  same  esteem  and  affectioa  with 
which  he  had  always  distinguished  it. 

The  grand  master,  when  he  sent  the  pnor  of  St« 
Giles  and  the  commander  de  Bourbon,  obKged  them 
to  take  the  French  court  in  their  way.  These  am.r 
bassadors  besought  that  prince,  in  U^  name,  t^ 
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etnploy  his  interest  with  Henry  VIII.  in  behalf  of 
the  order.  Accordinjg^ly  the  king  wrote  to  him  i» 
the  most  pressing  terms^  and  observed^  in  his  letter, 
that  the  reason  why  the  order  had  not,  since  the  l^sd 
of  Rhodes,  been  able  to  continue  making  war  upon 
the  inBdels,  was  only  for  want  of  ports  to  fit  out 
their  ships;  that  they  were  actually  treating  for 
the  isle  of  Malta,  and  he  entreated  him,  in  the  most 
pressing  terms,  to  contribute  to  their  settlement  in 
that  place;  that  as  soon  as  the  head  convent  and 
]4ace  of  arms  for  the  order  should  be  fixed  there, 
the  knights  would  immediately  be  out  at  sea,  ac- 
cording to  their  profession ;  and  that  the  English 
merchants,  his  subjects,  might  perhaps  be  the  first 
who  would  experience  how  useful  that  military 
body  was  to  all  Christendom  in  general,  though  in- 
dependent on  any  particular  Christian  prince. 

But  these  considerations,  which  were  so  very 

reasonable  in  themselves,  and  all  the  offices  of  that 

great  prince,  had  little  influence  or  the  king  of 

England ;  he  had  no  regard  to  the  memorials  which 

the  two  ambassadors  presented  to  him ;  nay,  he  pro* 

ceeded  further,  and  forbade  them  to  carry  either 

money  or  effects,  arising  from  the  estates  of  the 

order,  out  of  his  dominions ;  and  dismissed  the  envoys 

abruptly,  without  any  great  regard  to  their  cha* 

raoter.  These  ministers,  on  their  return,  giving  the 

grand  master  an  account  of  the  ill  success  of  their 

negociation,  told  him,  they  fancied  they  had  disco-- 

vered  the  true  source  of  this  shameful  injustice,  and 

that  it  arose  from  the  resentment  of  that  prince, 

the  proudest  monarch  of  his  age,  who  was  offended 

that  the  grand  master  had  visited  the  emperor  and 

the  king  of  France,  without  paying  him  the  same 

compliment;  nor  was  this  conjecture  alto|^ether 
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groundleM.   Though  the  dominioDfl  of  Henry  wer^ 
not  80  large  at  those,  of  Charles  aad  Francis^  he  was 
not  leai  formidaUe  to  those  two  princes  on  that  ae«* 
connt,  whose  power  he  balanced^  always  falling  in 
with  that  party^  which  his  interest  led  him  t«  take 
in  their  dispntes.  This  subtle  conduct  was  the  neason 
of  his  being  courted  by  both  those  princes,  wba 
were  very  careful  to  treat  him  with  great  respecC 
The  important  part  he  actedin  the  affairs  of.  Europe;, 
the  absolute  authority  he  had  acquired  in  his  own 
dominiom^  though  the  lawsaive  more  respited  there 
than  the  sovereign,  and  his  skill  in  always  briogiuif 
the  parliament  into  his  measunes,  all  this  made  him 
consider  hims^f,  and  expect  to  be  considectd  by 
others,  as  tiie  arbiter  of  Christendom.    Th^^grand. 
master  could  hardly,  at  firsts  persuade  himoelf  that: 
the  omission  of  a,  formality  and  coremony*  which  he 
was  not  obliged  to,  could  possibly  raise  that  prince's 
resentment,  and  oause  him  to.  treat  the  order  iu,  so 
harsh  a  manner.  But»  as  the  most  powerful  pt inces^ 
especially  such  as  reign  with,  despotic  sway,  aie 
bred  in  flattery,  and  seldom  breathe  any  eir  bat  what 
is  swelled  with  pride  and  vanity,  th^  gmnd)  master 
thought  he  should  come  off  at  an  eai^  rate  enough^ 
provided  he  could  get,  by  so  slight  a  condesoensHAi,r 
the  estates  of  his  order  restored*  The  venerabiBitrfd  . 
man,  therefore,  without  regarding. eUther  his  age  or 
the  sever ity  of  the  season,  set  out  for  Bnglnnd)  send* 
ing  the  commander  Bosio  before,  the  ablest  nego- 
eiator  at  that  time  in  the  order,  and^  perhaps  Jn  all 
Christendom.  The  commander  applied  himself  fint 
to  cardinal  Wolsey,  the  king  of  England's  prinuB 
minister,  to  whom  he  delivered  a  letter  from  the 
grand  mastefi  entreating  him  to  present  Bo^  to: 
the  king,  and  use  his  credit  with. that  jprina^  to  |pi^ 
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Mote  the  interests  of  the  order.  The  cardinal  pro-? 
cured  him  an  audience.  Bobio  presented  the  grand 
master's  letter  to  Henry,  telling  him,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  was  coming  on  purpose  from  Italy  to 
pay  his  respects  to  him,  but  thought  it  his  duty  not 
to  enter  his  dominions,  without  first  knowing  whe^ 
ther  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  Henry,  pacffied 
by  this  step,  answered,  that  he  had  the  utmost  ye^ 
neration  for  the  grand  master's  person;  thatb^ 
should  be  delighted  to  see  so  great  a  captain,  but 
that  he  was  sorry  he  had  set  out  in  so  severe  a  season; 
that,  however,  he  should  at  all  times  be  received  in 
his  dominions  with  all  the  respect  that  was  due  to 
his  dignity  and  merit.  The  king  sent  Bosto  back 
to  the  grand  master,  whom  he  found  at  the  court 
of  France,  and  delivered  him  two  letters,  one  from 
the  king,  the  other  from  his  minister,  dated  February 
35th,  1524^  both  of  them  in  very  obliging  terms^ 
and  inviting  him  to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  Engu 
land.  He  immediately  went  thither,  and,  after  hav- 
ing rested  for  some  days  in  the  commandery  or 
priory  of  St.  John,  he  set  out  for  the  court,  attended 
by  the  great  crosses,  commanders,  and  knights  of 
England  and  Scotland,  wh^  i^td  come  from  differ 
rent  places  to  wait  on  him* 

This  retinue  was  numerous  and  magnificent,  and, 
to  make  its  splendour  still  greater,  the  king  sent 
some  of  the  most  considerable  lords  of  hb  court  a 
great  way  before  to  meet  him.  With  this  noble 
convoy  he  was  introduced  into  the  palace.  Henry* 
gave  Kim  a  very  gracious  reception;  and  the  spec- 
tators observed,  that  he  beheld  him  with  an  earnest- 
ness and  attention,  which  the  sight  of  a  princf, 
whose  valour  and  conduct  had  made  him  equally 
ff  mous  in  Europe  and  Asia,  might  naturally  inspire^ 
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The  ^rand  marter  paid  him  all  the  ehrilitiei  wUcli 
he  theof^ht  dae  to  lo  powerfiil  a  monarch,  hut  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  enter  into  any  detail  of  the 
mBAn  which  had  bronght  him  into  England :  h^ 
went  no  further  than  to  deme  of  that  prince^  m 
general  terms,  hit  protection  for  the  order.  All  that 
the  king  said,  conmted  only  in  enloginmf  on  th^ 
defence  of  Rhodes,  whifdi,  he  said,  was  more  glp* 
fious  than  the  conquest  of  an  entire  province;  and, 
when  the  grand  master  was  for  witiidrawing,  the 
kmg  ordered  his  officers  to  lodge  him  in  his  palace, 
where  be  was  served  with  a  magntficenee  sniteUe 
to  his  tank,  and  the  esteem  the  king  had  for  so  iUns- 
triotts  a  guest 

They  afterwards  had  several  private  conferences 
tc^ether,  concemii^  the  fiege  of  Rhodes,  and  i^ 
proper  place  for  fixing  ^e  convent.  The  grand 
master  declared  to  htm,  that,  notwithstabdii^  the 
formidable  power  of  Solyman,  the  order  would  have 
been  still  mistress  of  Rhodes,  had  the  Christian 
princes  vouchsafed  to  send  the  least  succour  thither. 
He  contiuued  to  relate  how,  being  in  want  of  pro- 
visions and  ammunition,  particuUrly  of  powder,  and 
after  having  seen  the  greatest  part  of  hif  iLnighfSj 
and  also  of  the  inhabitants^  fall  in  the  defence  of 
the  place,  and  that  the  Turkp  had  pushed  on  their 
vcfrks  to  the  very  middle  of  the  city,  he  had  found 
himself  reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  and  was  forced 
to  alfandon  them  fhe  little  ground  that  was  left  him ; 
how  he  had  embarked  with  the  poor  remains  of  his 
fortune,  and  had  been  atti|cked  by  terrible  storms 
in  his  voyage :  how,  thinking  to  $nd  a  place  of  re* 
fuge  in  the  port  of  Messina,  he  had  been  drivet| 
thence  by  the  plague;  how  pope  Clement  had  al-^ 
lowed  him.  to  retire  to  Viterbo  till  he  might  meef 
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With  a  fixed  an^  secure  place  for  his  residence ;  how 
the  plague  had  driven  thetn  thence  a  second  time; 
^ow  patt  of  the  knights  of  the  convent  had  been 
received  in  the  town  of  Nice  by  the  duke  of  Savoj's 
consent^  and  the  vessels  and  gallejs  of  the  order 
put  into  the  port  of  Villa  Franca ;  how  the  rest  of 
the  knights  were«  by  his  permission^  dispersed  over 
the  several  provinces  of  Christendom,  where  the 
order  had  any  commanderies;  how  the  plague  be* 
ing  abated  at  Viterbo,  they  had  assembled  there 
again,  under  the  protection  of  the  holy  see;  and 
how,  in  this  uncertain  and  deplorable  situation,  the 
emperor  madef  him  a  generous  offer  of  the  islands 
ef  Malta  and  Goza;  but  that  his  ministers  were 
^lo^ging  this  donation  with  conditions  that  were 
incompatible  with  the  independence  so  necessary  to 
be  preserved  in  his  order;  for  the  knights  could  not 
,own  any  one  particular  prince  for  their  sovereign, 
/without  rendering  themselves  suspected  by  the  rest. 
He  added,  moreover,  that  he  had  not  lost  all  hopes 
of  recovering  Rhodes;  th^t  a  party  was  actually 
formed  there  for  driving  out  the  Turks;  that  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  island,  as  well  as  some 
officers  of  the  garrison^  were  engaged  in  the  con* 
cpiracy;  that  the  order  wanted  nothing  to  make  the 
mttempt,  but  the  necessary  funds  for  levying  troops, 
and-^tting  out  the  ships  of  the  order;  that  in  case 
tlfe  project  should  not  succeed,  he  would  accept  of 
Malta,  and  that  he  hoped  the  emperor's  generosity 
would  extend  so  far,  as  not  to  insist  on  a  subjection 
from  the  order,  which  would  give  a  fatal  stroke  to 
their  liberty,  and  that  spirit  of  neutrality  which  the 
knights  professed* 

The  king  of  England  thought  the  design  of  re- 
conquering Rhodes,  was  a  project  highly  worthy  of 
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the  grand  master's  courage  and  valour;  tfnd,  tii 
order  to  have  some  share  in  so  nobte  an  enterprise, 
he  promised  him  tweuly  thousand  crowns,  the  valne 
of  which  he  afterwards  pakl  in  artillery  and  fire- 
arms* They  no  longer  talked  of  seising  or  seques- 
triug  the  estates  of  the  order,  much  less  of  disposing 
of  tlie  prioriet  and  commanderies;  all  that  the  king 
desired  of  the  grand  master  was,  to  confer  the  grand 
priory  of  Ireland  on  the  turcopolier  brother,  John 
Ranson,  who  had  boen  very  serviceable  to  that 
prince  in  the  government  of  that  island. 

The  grand  master,  in  order  to  show  his  conlplai' 
sance  to  a  king,  with  whom  the  order  was  so  much 
obliged,  for  interest  sake,  to  keep  due  measures^ 
engaged  the  chevalier  Babington  to  resign  the  priory 
of  Ireland  to  Ranson,  who,  by  way  of  exchange, 
made  a  resignation  to  him  of  the  commandery  oS 
Dinembr,  and  the  dignity  of  turcc^lier.  The  grand 
master  brought  them  likewise  to  a  further  agree- 
menty  that  if  Babington  should  come  to  be  grand 
prior  of  England,  he  should  be  obliged  to  pay 
Ranson  a  pension  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
livres.  The  king  ieemed  extremely  pleased  at  iiie 
grand  master's  readiness  and  exactness  in  executing 
what  he  had  required  of  him :  he  returned  him 
thanks  for  it,  confirmed  all  the  privileges  of  his 
order,  and  when  that  prince  took  leave  of  him,  to 
return  into  Italy,  he  sent  him,  in  his  own  and  the 
queen's  name,  a  bason  and  cup  of  massy  gold,  set 
with  precious  stones,  which  the  grand  master  after-^ 
wards  lodged  in  the  treasury  of  the  order. 

The  grand  master  returned  to  Italy  with  the 
satisfaction  of  having  maintained  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  his  order  in  France,  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  England;  and  in  hopes  of  getting  from  the 
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legpttiiVt  MYereigns  of  those  couuiries,  particularly 
fram  the  pope,  a  body  of  troops,  sufficimt  to  carrjr 
his  point  in  the  enterprise  of  Rhodes. 

But  while  the  illustrious  old  man  was  pasnn^ 
through  the  principal  courts  of  Europe,  various  re* 
volutions  happened  at  Rome,  which  would  not  allow, 
him  to  depend  any  longer  on  the  succours  which, 
the  pope  had  promised  him«  We  have  Jbefore  ob^ 
served,  that  Clement,  in  order  to  balance  the  powev 
of  Charles  V.,  who  was  grown  formidable  since  his 
gaining  the  battle  of  Pavia,  had  made  a  league  with 
the  kings  of  France  and  England,  the  Venetians^ 
Sforza  duke  of  Milan,  and  the  Florentines,  for  tha 
security  and  liberty  of  Italy.  They  called  it  The 
Hofy  League,  because  the  pope  was  at  the  head  ot 
it.  That  pontiff,  like  most  his  predecessors,  was 
afraid  of  nothing  so  much  as  of  the  re^stablishment 
of  the  imperial  authority  in  Italy.  But  the  exploits 
of  this  league,  through  the  different  interests  of  the 
allies,  were  not  answerable  to  the  ardor  with  which 
it  was  formed. 

^  The  emperor  by  the  assistance  of  the  Colonnas, 
his  partisans,  raised  a  civil  war  in  the  pope*s  terri--* 
tories ;  and  that  pontiff,  who  was  afraid  of  the  ex-* 
pence  which  it  would  necessarily  put  him  to,  sufr 
fering  himself  to  be  amused  by  a  treaty  which  he 
made  with  the  emperor's  ministers  and  the  ColennaSji 
disbanded  the  troops  which  he  had  in  Romagna« 
His  enemies  seeing  him  disarmed,  not  having  the 
least  regard  to  their  faith,  or  the  treaty  they  had 
just  signed,  entered  Rome  in  a  hostile  manner. 
Cardinal  Pompeio  Colonna,  the  most  inveterate  of 
the  pope's  enemies,  was  at  the  head  of  the  rebels ; 
ipme  have  pretended  that  his  design  was  against  the 
pontiff's  life,  flattering  himself  that,  by  his  deaths 
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and  by  foree of araM»  ho  Aomldget himtctf  ploeei' 
in  the  pootafical  chair.  The  pope  had  paly  jiitt 
time  eaoagh  to  fly  to  the  cattle  of  St.  Anf^elo:  bat 
BB  there  were  not  pioTttiont  within  the  phice  taffi-^ 
cient  to  hold  oat  for  any  eomiderable  time,  be  wa0 
forced  to  submit  to  hie  eneniet  terms,  A.  D.  1526. 
They  obliged  him  to  sign  a  traee  for  four  mooths 
with  the  emperor,  to  pardon  the  Coloana#,  .and  to 
{^▼e  hoetages  for  the  performafiee  of  his  promise. 
But  he  was  no  slave  to  it ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  had 
received  a  supply  from  the  king  of  England,  ha 
took  up  arms  again :  he  broke  the  truce,  under  pre^ 
fence  that  they  had  made  him  sign  it,  with  a  dag^ 
ger  as  it  were  at  his  throat ;  and  that  the  Cdonnas, 
m  particular^  who  were  vassals  of  the.  holy  iee, 
could  not  4blige  their  sovereign  to  capitulate.  To 
revenge  the  insult  which  they  had  ofiered  him,  he 
began  to  show  his  resentment  by  a  soleom  depriva- 
tion of  Pompeio  Colomia  from  the  dignity  of  eardi* 
nal,  and  caused  Ihe  troops^  which  he  had  just  levied 
for  his  security,  to  march  against  the  lords  of  that 
family.  Yitelli,  hi»  general,  ravaged  tiieir  laads^ 
plundered  the  towns  and  castles  belonging  to  that 
honse,  demolished  their  walls,  and  le^  the  most 
dreadful  marks  of  their  master's  resentment  where^ 
ever  they  came* 

All  Italy  was  a  prey  to  the  armiet  of  the  emperor 
«id  the  confederates  t  it  would  be  impossible  to  de« 
ftcfibethepkmderinge,  the  violences,  and  the  inhu- 
manities, which  sueh  si  multitude  of  soldiers,  of  dif* 
ferent  nations,  exercised  in  those  provinces,  where 
each  party  was  the  strongest.  The  solders  fire- 
quently  had  neHiing  but  licentiousness  and  impu« 
nity  for  their  pay;  and  the  generals  did  not  so 
mijich  eonault  they  orders  they  recetYed  from  their 
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feepietiytt  tovtt9ign$,  u  they  did  the  tnethbdd  of 
yrottting  icibsittetice  for  their  ffoops. 

The  eiHtttable  of  Bourbbn,  a  prince  of  the  bloOd 
of  FMtnee^  who,  enraged  at  finding  himself  pefde-^ 
cated  by  the  mother  of  Traneis  I.  had  gone  over  to 
tbe  emperor's  party,  not  being  in  a  cdnditidn  to  piy 
the  body  of  troops  which  lie  cotnmanded;  iH  orAet 
to  put  Ift  stop  to  the  clamours  of  his  soldiers,  he  pnn 
mi^M  itheni  the  phmder  of  bne  of  the  tichest  cities 
in  ltd ly,  without  making  My  further  declaration  of 
Hie  enterprise  he  had  in  view.  We  have  heard  but 
of  few  generab,  who,  like  him,  gained  the  entire 
conlidende,  and  an  at)soIute  authority  over  theit 
soldiers,  without  having  any  money  to  pay  them; 
but  a  certain  air  of  grandeur,  which  flows  from  an 
illustrious  birth,  and  which  never  fails  to  conimand 
respect;  his  surprising  valour;  his  skill  in  the  art  of 
war  ;  and  his  easy  and  familiar  behaviour,  which 
yet  was  never  derogatory  to  his  dignity,  had  gained 
him  the  afiPection  of  his  soldiers,  who  loved  him 
even  to  adoration:  so  that  they  all  swore,  says  Bran- 
tome,  to  follow  him  wherever  he  should  lead  the 
way,  thoKgh  it  were  to  the  devil. 

The  march  of  this  army,  which  advanced  with 
great  diligence  towards  Tuscany,  terrified  the  pope, 
and  he  relapsed  into  his  usual  uncertainties.  The 
emperor's  ministers  made  their  advantage  of  it,  and 
endeavoured  to  persuade  him  that  he  would  find  no 
solid  advantages,  nor  indeed  any  kind  of  security, 
but  in  a  strict  alliance  with  their  master. 

Clement,  though  he  had  been  already  tricked  by 
those  very  ministers,  as  was  just  now  seen,  was  ne- 
vertheless very  fond  of  believing  them,  and  glad  to 
disburden  his  mind  of  those  irresolutions  which 
pbowed  him  the  danger  he  was  in,  without  showing 
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him,  at  the  same  tinie^  how  he  thonld  preroit  it; 
he  signed  a  new  tnice^  March  15.  Laraoy,  Tke* 
wcy  of  Naples,  whom  he  treated  with,  atnred  him 
that  he  had  no  occasion  to  be  under  any  further  ap- 
prehensions from  Bonrbon  and  the  rest  of  the  em-- 
peroi's  generab.  He  flattered  himself  with  this 
bope^  and  looked  npon  this  treaty  as  an  invincible 
barrier,  which  the  imperial  troops  could  never  break 
through,  in  order  to  fall  npon  the  lands  of  the  church. 
But  Bourbon,  whether  in  concert  with  Lannoy,  or 
contrary  to  the  sentiments  of  that  minister,  is  un- 
certain, continued  his  march  and  appeared  soon  at 
the  gates  of  Rome,  May  7,  1527.  He  beg^n  by  a 
scalado,  and  as  he  himself  was  clapping  a  ladder  to 
the  wall,  he  was  shot  by  a  musket-bail,  and  died 
two  hours  after.  His  soldiers,  enraged  at  the  death 
of  their  general,  forced  the  defendants  to  quit  the 
wall,  threw  themselves  into  the  city  sword  in  hand, 
and  killed  all  that  came  in  their  way.  They  then 
dispersed  themselves  into  the  several  quarters  of  it, 
broke  into  the  houses,  and  without  regarding  either 
dignity,  age  or  sex,  they  committed  such  cruelties 
and  outrages  as  the  most  barbarous  nations  could 
hardly  have  been  thought  to  perpetrate.  What  is 
still  more  deplorable,  is,  that  this  dreadful  scene 
lasted  not  only  twenty  four  hours,  as  usually  hap- 
pens to  places  taken  by  storm,  but  the  imperialists 
daily  repeated  the  same  violences  fur  upwards  of 
two  months  afterwards,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  com-: 
mit  sacrilege,  rapes,  and  murders  in  cold  blood,  in 
order  to  gratify  their  avarice  and  sensuality. 

The  pope  with  thirteen  cardinals  took  refuge  in 
the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  but  was  soon  invested;  he 
held  out  however  a  month  with  the  troops  he  had, 
but  afterwards  provisions  failinghim^  he  was  oblig^ 
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to  capitulate  a  second  time  with  hisenemies,  Octo* 
bcr  30,  1527. 

Tbe  conditions  of  this  new  treaty  would  have 
been  scandalous,  had  they  not  been  necessary  :  the 
imperialists  insisted  that  he  should  engage  to  pay 
the  sum  of  400,000  ducats,  in  order  to  pay  the  ar- 
my ;  requiring,  moreover,  that  he  should  continue 
a  prisoner,  till  he  had  paid  the  third  part  of  the 
sum;  that  he  should  afterwards  be  carried  to  the 
castle  of  Naples,  to  wait  till  the  emperor's  pleasure 
was  known,  with  relation  to  the  disposing  of  his 
person;  and  that  he  should  deliver  up  the  castles 
of  St.  Angelo,  Ostia,  Civita  Yecchia,  Castelana, 
and  the  towns  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Modeoa. 

Charles  V.  was  greatly  delighted  to  see  one  of 
his  greatest  enemies  fall  a  second  time  into  his 
hands;  but  he,  far  from  discovering  any  thing  that 
might  betray  the  real  sentiments  of  his  mind,  did^  . 
from  a  regard  to  religion,  conceal  them  under  the 
specious  appearances  of  a  sensible  affliction:  so  that 
at  the  first  news  he  had  of  the  pope's  iraprisonmentj 
as  if  he  had  been  taken  captive  by  the  Turks  or 
C!orsairs,  he  put  on  mourning  in  a  public  manner, 
and  ordered  solemn  processions  to  be  made  over  all 
Spain,  to  pray  to  God  for  his  liberty :  an  affectation 
which  he  carried  to  too  great  lengths,  and  which 
imposed  on  no  one,  even  among  his  own  subjects^ 
unless  it  were  the  common  people. 

Whilst  this  comedy  was  acting  in  Spain,  in.  a 
manner  so  unbecoming  the  character  of  a  great  em- 
peror, he,  for  fear  his  prisoner  should  make  his 
escape,  sent  orders  to  Rome,  to  have  him  put  under 
the  guard  of  an  old  Spanish  officer,  Alar^pn,  v 
h^d  been  entrusted  with  that  of  Francis  I.  at  M        -J^ 
This  officer  behaved  himself  in  as  surly  "     A^fid. 
VOL.  II.  Qi  <  f.'Panjje^ 
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towards  the  pope,  as  he  had  done  towards  the  krog 
of  France ;  and  carried  himself  towards  a  prisoner 
of  his  consequence^  not  like  a  soldier  or  an  officer^ 
but  rather  like  a  gaoler  of  crimiuals,  or  a  comman- 
der of  galley-slaves.  But  what  ^ave  the  ponti£P 
still  more  concern  than  the  plundering  of  Rome» 
aad  his  imprisonment,  was  the  news  he  heard,  that 
the  Florentines,  upon  the  first  account  of  what 
passed  at  Rome,  had  drove  all  the  house  of  Medicis, 
not  only  out  of  the  city,  but  also  out  of  the  whole 
•ttAte  of  Florence,  under  preteiice  that  it  had  too 
unlimited  a  (^ower  and  authority  in  that  place. 

May,  to  such  lengths  did  the  spirit  of  party  pro^ 
ceed,  as  to  tear  down  the  arms  of  this  family,  in  all 
places  where  they  had  been  set  up :  all  which  was 
done  at  the  instigation  of  the  emperor's  ministers. 
The  pope  also  was  afraid  lest  his  gaoler  should  have 
had  private  orders  to  dispatch  him ;  but  we  must 
do  him  justice  to  say,  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
committing  so  great  a  crime,  and  that  though  he 
kept  the  pope  very  closely  shut  up,  without  allow* 
ing  him  the  least  indulgence  in  his  imprisonment, 
yet  that  tHis  was  no  more  than  there8uU  oi  his  own 
rough  and  distrustful  temper.  An  historian  has  in- 
deed told  us,  that  cardinal  Colonna  pressed  htm  se-r 
Teral  times  to  make  away  with  the  pontiff;  that 
cardinal,  who  was  all  on  fire  for  revenge,  had  also 
another  motive  for  it,  by  hoping  to  make  that  act 
of  vengeance  a  step  towards  his  own  promotion.  But 
whether  this  officer  might  have  been  justly  shocked 
at  the  dreadful  villany  of  the  proposal,  or  that  he 
was  afraid,  that  by  the  pope's  death  he  should  lose 
hu  part  of  his  ransom  ;  be  that,  I  say,  as  it  will,  it 
il.  certain,  that  he  always  rejected  that  cardinal'k 
infamous  solicitations  with  an  invincible  constancy 
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And  resolution,  and  that  all  the  fiilie  the  pope  re-* 
tnained  in  his  custody,  he  was  as  careful  of  preser- 
ving his  life,  as  he  was  to  prevent  his  making  an 
escape. 

The  grand  master,  who  was  the  pope ^s  particular 
frieiul,  and  had  hoth  a  great  aHectiou  for  his  per-« 
son,  and  the  wannest  for  his  interest^  was  seusiMy 
concerned  at  his  misfortunes:  moreove  ,  the  open 
enmity  between  him  and  the  emperor,  his  imprison-* 
ment,  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  Italy,  the  share  that  most  of  the  sovereigns 
of  Europe  had  in  it,  the  leagues  and  treaties 
which  were  negotiating  at  the  same  time  on  all 
Bides,  scarcely  left  the  knightsof  St.  John  any  room 
to  hope  that  the  emperor  would,  in  the  hurry  of 
these  affairs  and  the  tumults  of  war,  suffer  the  af- 
fair of  Malta  to  come  upon  the  carpet;  or  particu- 
larly, that  a  prince  of  his  ambition,  and  insatiably 
thirsting  after  dominion,  could  be  prevailed  with  to 
give  up  any  thing  of  that  kind  of  vassaUhip,  which 
he  was  for  annexing  to  the  feofment  of  the  island* 
The  greatest  part  of  the  knights,  especially  the 
French,  for  fear  of  falling  under  the  power  of 
Charles  V.  showed  as  much  aversion  for  Malta  as 
the  l^^nial-ds  did  eagerness  for  their  settling  there. 
The  grand  master  justly  considered  that  no  one  was 
able  but  the  pope,  by  his  ^ood  oflSces,  to  obtain  a 
pure  and  absolute  grant  of  it  from  the  emperor :  but 
then,  so  long  as  that  pontiff  should  be  at  variance 
with  the  emperor,  he  either  would  not  intermeddle 
with  it,  or  if  he  did,  it  would  be  to  no  purpose.  It 
was  resolved  therefore  in  the  council  of  the  order, 
to  wait  and  see  what  time  might  produce  in  their 
favour,  in  what  manner  the  affairs  of  Europe  would 
clear  up,  what  fate  would  attend  the  pope,  and 
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^'hat  resolution  would  be  proper  for  them  finally  M 
take  with  respect  to  Rhodes  or  Malta. 

Not  to  mention  the  g^reat  disparity  there  was  be- 
tween these  two  islands^  with  respect  to  largeness/ 
the  extent  of  their  dominion,  and  intrinsic  riches, 
the  grand  master,  uneasy  at  being  a  melancholy 
witness  of  the  continual  wars  that  raged  between 
the  Christian  princes,  wished  himself  far  removed 
into  the  farthest  parts  of  Asia,  and  his  heart  was 
entirely  fixed  upon  the  affair  of  Rhodes;  nor  was  it 
long  before  he  had  news  of  it. 

Eotimius,  the  Greek  metropolitan  of  the  island, 
the  prironm  mobile  of  the  enterprise,  was  aa  uneasy 
as  any  head  of  a  party  could  possibly  be,  at  the  di- 
latoriness  of  the  afiair ;  and  fearing  to  be  discover- 
ed,  had  sent  express  after  express  to  the  grand  mas* 
ter,  in  order  to  procure  intelligence,  and  hasten  the 
execution  of  it.  The  grand  master  wrote  back  to 
him,  that  the  order  not  being  able  of  itself  to  defray 
the  expence  of  so  great  an  armament  as  was  neces- 
sary for  sQch  an  attempt,  he  himself  had  been  obliged 
to  go  into  France,  Spain  and  England,  to  solicit 
succours;  that  they  were  actually  fitting  out  the 
two  great  carracks  of  the  order;  that  they  had  also 
three  galleys  upon  the  stocks;  that  France  had  sup- 
plied him  with  galley-slaves,  and  England  with 
cannon  and  artillery ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  be 
present  at  a  general  chapter  of  the  order,  which  he 
had  called  at  Viterbo,  but  that  he  hoped  to  be  soon 
able  to  appear  before  Rhodes  with  a  fleet  and  body 
of  troops  strong  enough  to  drive  out  the  infidels, 
lie  sent  this  letter  by  the  commander  Bosio,  ambas* 
sador  and  negociator  general  of  all  the  affairs  of  the 
order,  and  ordered  him  to  go  a  second  time  into  the 
ILast,  to  learn  the  disposition  of  the  peoplCf  and  also 
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to  take^  in  concert  with  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  island,  the  last  measures  for  the  execution  of' 
that  important  project.  The  continual  vrars  that  in- 
fested all  Europe,  prevented  the  knights,  that  lay 
at  the  greatest  distance  from  Italy,  from  coming  to 
the  chapter.  The  grand  master  opened  it  with  a 
discourse,  which  was  equally  solemn  and  pathetic. 
He  put  the  assembly  in  mind  of  the  loss  of  Rhodes?, 
and  took  notice  of  the  disposition  of  most  of  the 
knights,  the  storms  they  had  passed  through,  the 
plague  and  sickness  that  had  harassed  the  convent, 
the  greediness  of  the  seculars  to  grasp  at  and  seize 
on  the  estates  of  the  order ;  and  the  fear  of  worse 
evils  for  the  future,  if  they  did  not  prevent  them 
by  a  fixed  residence  in  some  sea-port,  by  the  con- 
venience of  which  the  knights  might  again  carry 
on  war  against  the  infidels,  and  thereby  take  away 
from  all  those  princes,  who  were  ill  affected  to  their 
body,  all  pretence  to  seize  on  their  revenues.  He 
next  took  occasion  to  mention  his  old  age,  the  crui'* 
sings  and  voyages  he  had  made,  the  long  and  te- 
dious labours  and  fatigues  that  he  had  undergone, 
the  calamities  of  the  time,  and  the  public  miseries : 
'*  Must  I,"  cried  this  great  man,  '*  survive  the  loss 
of  Rhodes,  for  no  other  end  than  to  be  a  witness, 
and  that  at  the  period  of  my  life,  of  the  scattering 
and  perhaps  the  utter  ruin  of  an  order^  whose  insti- 
tution is  of  so  sacred  a  nature,  and  whose  govern- 
ment is  confided  to  me?''  And  at  last,  directing  his 
discourse  to  all  the  knights,  he  besought  them,-  in 
the  most  pressing  terms,  and  by  the  blood  which 
they  themselves  and  their  brethren  had  so  lately 
shed  in  the  defence  of  Rhodes,  to  put  an  end  to 
their  divisions,  which  could  not  but  be  very  fatal 
to  ^he  order;  and  to  ()e  unanimous  in  their  choi$e 
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of  a  port  for  the  future  residence  of  tbe  contettt. 

This  moyingf  discoarse,  his  hair  grown  Mhite  in 
war»  his  perfect  disinterestedness,  his  unbounded 
zeal  and  affection  for  the  preservation  of  the  order^ 
melted  the  hearts  of  the  whole  assembly:  and  as  the 
affair  of  Rhodes  had  been  communicated  only  to 
two  or  three  of  the  principal  of  the  council,  all  the 
Toices  of  the  several  nations  united  for  applying  to 
the  emperor  for  a  grant  of  the  isle  of  Malta,  tree 
from  all  subjection,  and  on  condition  only  of  having 
a  solemn  mass  said  every  year  in  memory  of  that 
benefaction,  on  the  day  that  the  donation  should  be 
made,  and  of  sending  a  falcon  to  the  viceroy  of 
Sicily,  but  without  any  deputation,  and  by  any 
messenger  they  should  think  proper. 

Upon  this,  deputies  were  i'nmediately  dispatched 
to  the  court  of  Madrid,  with  orders  to  treat  with 
the  emperor's  ministers  on  these  conditions:  but 
they  found  them  much  colder  and  sliffer  than  they 
had  been  told  they  would  be.  Whatever  inclina* 
tion  the  emperor  had  at  first  showed  to  establish 
thb  order  of  St  John  in  the  isle  of  Malta,  to  make 
use  of  it  as  a  bulwark  to  secure  Sicily  and  the  sea- 
coast  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  the  incursions 
of  the  infidels;  they  had  since  filled  him  with  ap* 
prehensions,  that,  as  in  the  present  juncture  he  was 
at  war  with  France,  the  grand  roaster  being  a 
Frenchman,  would  receive  the  fleets  of  Francis  I., 
and  his  confederates,  into  his  ports,  and  favour  their 
enterprises.  Berides,  the  emperor  had  as  strong  sus- 
picions of  the  attachment  of  the  knights  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  holy  see.  On  the  other  side,  the  prin- 
cipal deputy  of  the  order,  who  was  entrusted  with 
the  secret  of  the  affair,  and  who  knew  that  the 
grand   master  was    still  in  hopes  of  recoveiuig 
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Rhodes,  was  not  very  pressing  in  the  negociation; 
80  that  by  the  different  views  of  those  that  managed 
it,  it  was  spun  out  a  great  whjJLe  longer,  and  every 
one  savtr  plainly,  that  this  great  affair  would  not  be 
adjusted* till  such  time  as  a  general  peace  should  be 
concluded/  or  at  least  fill  the  pope  diould  have  re- 
covered liis  li\)erty,  and  made  a  pretended  or  real 
reconciliation  with  the  emperor.  This,  however, 
was  ihought  as  yet  to  be  at  a  very  great  distance; 
but  the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  marshal 
de  Lautrec,  which  was  advancing  towards  Rom«, 
hastened  the  conclusion  of  it.  This  army  consisted 
of  20,000  foot, '  and  1000  men  of  arms,  without  in- 
cluding the  light. horse.  On  the  other  side,  there 
was  at  Rome  no  more  than  the  dregs  of  the  Spa- 
nish and  German  troops,  that  had  sacked  that  great 
city ;  the  plunder  and  booty  which  the  soldiers  had 
got  there,  made  a  great  many  of  them  desert ;  nor 
had  they  lost  a  less  number  by  eiccessive  drinhing, 
debauchery,  and  the  ^contagions  distempers^  whicb^ 
infecting  various  quarters  of  Ifaly  at  that  time, 
completed  the  ruin  of  this  army^.  ., 

The  emperor,  therefore,  seeing  that  he  could  not; 
hinder  the  French  from  setting  the  pope  at  liberty, 
was  desirous  of  having  the  honour  of  doing  it  him- 
self. But  as  his  interest  was  far  superior  to  any  pri- 
vate views  of  generosity,  he  ordered  his 'ministers, 
in  their  treating  with  him  about  it,  to  get  all  the 
advantages  from  him  that  they  could.  Hugo  de 
M oncada,  who  was  pitched  upon  for  this  negociar 
tion,  told  him,  that  he  had  orders  from  the  emperor 
to  set  him  at  liberty ;  and  to  give  him  some  little 
earnest  of  it,  his  confinement  was  less  strict.  The 
first  thing  he  insisted  on  was,  that  he  dionld  disen- 
gage himself  from  the  league,  and  act,  as  b^amv 
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him^the  part  of  the  common  father  of  all  Christiani, 
There  was  little  difBcnltj  on  this  article:  the  popej, 
Mrho  was  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  his  word,  would, 
to  extricate  himself  out  of  those  difficulties  under 
which  he  laboured,  have  signed  new  treaties  every 
day  of  his  life.  But  they  likewise  demanded  Hy  p- 
polito  and  Alesandro  de  Medicis  as  hostages,  by 
way  of  surety  for  his  execution  of  the  treaty.  The 
imperial  minister  went  further,  and  declared,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  complete  his  liberty, 
though  his  master  was  so  very  desirous  of  it,  till  he 
had  paid  down  the  four  hundred  thousand  ducats 
stipulated  in  the  former  treaty ;  and  that  without 
this  previous  condition  he  was  afraid  lest  the  em- 
peror's soldiers,  who  were  most  of  them  Lutherans, 
and  f  set  of  ungovernable  fellows,  should  make  an 
attempt  on  his  holiness's  person. 

The  pontiff  understood  his  meaning  very  well ; 
but  he  was  more  afraid  of  Moncada  himself  than 
of  his  soldiers.  He  therefore,  in  order  to  get  out  of 
his  hands  as  soon  as  possible,  promised  to  pay  nine- 
ty-five thousand  ducats  down,  to  give  the  like  sum 
a  fortnight  after  his  leaving  Rome,  and  the  rest  ia 
three  months  afterwards.  Guicciardin  tells  us,  that 
in  order  to  raise  this  sum,  he  was  forced,  before  he 
went  out  of  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  to  alienate  the 
goods  of  the  church ;  to  sell,  as  it  were  by  auction, 
three  cardinals  hats  to  persons  that  were  unworthy 
of  such  an  honour;  and  all  this,  says  the  historian, 
to  furnish  pay  to  heretics,  at  the  expence  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  was 
likewise  obliged  to  give  not  only  his  nephews  as 
hostages,  but  also  several  cardinals,  who  were  the 
most  devoted  to  him,  as  a  pledge  for  the  perform 
mance  of  his  promise* 
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December  the  ninth  was  the  day  fixed  for  setting 
him  at  liberty;  but  as  there  was  still,  notwithstand* 
ing  all  their  treaties,  a  mutual  diffidence  on  both 
sides,  the  pope,  fearing  lest  Moncada  should  not 
be  so  good  as  his  word,  took  his  opportunity,  whilst 
he  was  more  negligently  guarded,  and  got  the 
oight  before  out  of  the  castle,  djisguised  like  a  mer- 
chant; and  mounting  on  a  Spanish  horse,  made  th# 
best  ef  his  way  to  the  castle  of  Orvieto,  where  he 
chose  to  retreat. 

•The  pope,  entirely  persuaded  that  his  liberty  was 
akogether  owing  to  the  weakness  of  the  emperor's 
troops,  and  the  approach  of  the  French  array,  wrote 
a  very  obliging  letter  on  that  subject  to  the  mar- 
shal de  Lautrec:  and  as  if  he  had  Fully  answered 
his  firat  engagements  by  that  slight  compliment, 
observed  a  kind  of  neutrality  ever  afterwards; 
which  it  were  to  have  been  wished,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  church,  he  had  never  departed  from« 
The  war,  however,  between  the  emperor  and  con* 
federates,  lasted  near  two  years  more,  with  varioua 
success;  but  with  the  same  fury  and  animosity, 

During  that  interval,  the  commander  Bosio,  who, 
as  we  have  observed,  had  been  sent  by  the  grand 
master  to  Rhodes,  returned  from  thence  with  very- 
ill  news.  The  grand  master's  project  had  been  com* 
municated  to  too  many  persons,  and  the  execution 
of  it  too  long  delayed  to  be  preserved  a  secret.  The 
T4irks  had  some  suspicion  of  it;  the  grand  seignior 
immediately  changed  the  garrison,  and  put  several 
Christians  of  the  Greek  religion  to  death,  and  also 
some  Mahometans;  and  it  was  with  infinite  diffi* 
culties,  and  throua:h  a  thousand  dangers,  that  the 
commander  Bosio  found  means  to  escape  the  strict 
search  which  had  been  made  by  order  of  the  gever-^, 
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nor  of  Rhodes*  As  a  coiiiolati<vi  for  this  ill  tQccefli, 
that  knight,  who  had  a  irerj  penetratangp  sen«oa» 
ever  fruitful  of  new  resourcet,  proposed  to  the  grand 
master  a  project  for  seizing  on  the  town  of  Modoo* 
and  making  it  the  seat  and  residence  of  the  wder. 

This  citj,  which  is  situated  in  the  Morea^  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Venetiaus,  A.  D.  1124.     Ba- 
jazet  the  Second  took  it  in  1408.    A  Rhodian, 
named  Lomelino  Del  Campo»  who,  after  the  loss  of 
Rhodes,  had  retired  to  Messina,  showed  Bosio^  in 
his  passage  to  that  island,  that  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  no  great  difficulty  for  the  order  to  take  Modoa* 
by  the  assistance  of  two  Turks,  origioally  Chris- 
tians, and  Greeks  by  birth,  with  whom  he  kept  a 
constant  correspondeuce  relating  to  commerce,  and 
who  had  confided  to  him  their  remorse  fur  having 
renounced  the  faith,  and  their  sincere  desire  of  re- 
turning into  the  bosom  of  the  churchi  as  soon  as  a 
favourable  opportunity  should  offer  itself:  that  one 
of  these  renegadoes,  named  Caiojan,  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  port ;  and  that  the  other,  whose  nam^ 
was  Scandali,  was,  by  his  post  of  supreme  director 
of  the  customs,  master  of  the  gate  of  the  mole;  imd 
that  they  would  both  of  them  be  glad  to  fovopf  an 
enterprise,  that  should  put  so  important  a  place  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Christians*  Bosio,  who  was  ever 
warm  and  enterprising  in  those  things  in  which  the 
interests  of  his  order  were  concerned,  was  resolved 
to  go  and  view  the  place  in  person,  and  discourse, 
if  possible,  with  the  two  Turks.     With  this  design 
he  got  letters  from  Lomelino  for  them  both,  and  bm 
he  passed  near  the  island  of  Sapienza,  wiiich  lies  off 
the  southern  coast  of  the  Mores,  over  against  Mo- 
dan,  he  put  into  a  bay,  where  he  lay  concealed,  and 
sent  a  Rbodian  that  attended  him^  mmti  ^e^ 
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Marquet,  in  a  fialherinan's  bark,  to  Modoti,  to  deli-' 
^er  the  lettein  to  the  two  TurkSi  Thej  both  came 
on  board  him  in  the  night;  he  found  them  tha* 
roughlj  penitent  for  their  fault,  and  resolved  to 
atone  for  it,  though  at  the  expence  of  their  liYes. 
The  commander  eonfirmed*them  in  this  noble  reso* 
lutton,  and  having  consulted  together  about  the 
several  methods  of  putting  their  project  in^execn-^ 
tion,  they  thereon  agreed  and  determined,  that  they 
should  conceal  a  certain  number  of  knights  in  some 
merchant  vessels ;  that  part  of  those  knights  should 
in  the  night  be  let  into  the  tower  which  command- 
ed the  port,'  and  that  the  rest  should  seize  on  the 
gate  of  the  mole ;  that  thereupon  a  cannon  shot 
ifcould  be  fired  for  a  signal^  and  that  the  Christian 
fleet,  which  was  to  lie  concealed  behind  the  island 
of  Sapiencaj  dionld  advance,  and  land  the  troops 
on  board  it;  which  should  afterwards  enter  by  the 
gate  of  the  mole,  throw  themselves  into  the  place, 
«nd  carry  it. 

Bosio  finding  this  enterprise  might  be  very  easily 
effected,  highly  commended  the  two  renegadoes; 
exhorted  them  to  persevere  with  constancy  and  re- 
solution in  the  design  with  which  heaven  had  in* 
spired  them  for  their  salvation ;  moreover,  promis-- 
ing  them  great  rewards,  if  they  should  contribute 
to  tlie  conquest  of  Modon.  He,  after  this,  kept  oa 
his  voyage,  and  at  his  return  into  Italy  gave  the 
grand  master  an  account  of  this  new  negociation ; 
represented  to  him,  -that  Modon  was  situated  in  a 
fvnitfttt  and  plentiful  country,  where  they  might 
extend  their  conquest,  if  the  enterprise  should  meet 
with  success ;  that  there  was  no  rising  ground  near 
enough  the  place  that  might  command  it ;  that  it 
iraa  surrounded  by  the  sea  on  two  sides,  and  was 
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divided  from  the  main  land  bj  a  ditch,  vvhieh  ihif 
might  make  broader  if  t'  ey  thought  proper;  that 
the  port  was  spacious  and  secure,  by  means  of  a 
great  moIe»  and  several  rocks  that  defended  the 
entrance  of  it;  ami  that  as  the  island  of  Sapienaa 
lay  off  it,  they  might  build  a  citadel  in  that  place, 
mhich  might  setve  as  an  advanced  fortification  to 
the  town  oi  Moiloii. 

The  grand  master  did  not  reject  the  proposaf; 
but  being  a  man  of  solid  judgment,  and  seeing  that 
the  enterprise  of  Rhodes  had  absolutely  miscarried, 
he  preferred  a  certain  settlement  at.Malta  before 
the  uncertain  hopes  of  the  conquest  of  ModoD. 
However,  as  he  saw  no  great  difficulty  in  thialast 
project,  he  postponed  the  eneeotion  of  it,  till  after 
be  had  taken  possession  of  the  isles  of  Malta  and 
Gosa,  and  he  sent  Bosio  to  the  pope,  to  solicit  him, 
in  his  and  the  order's  name,  to  ase  bis  mediation  in 
the  treaty  proposed  about  Malta,  and  employ  his 
credit  to  get  the  rigour  of  the  conditions  moderated* 

The  pope  being  kept  away  from  Rone,  bare  of 
money,  and  disheartened  by  the  misfortunes  of  the 
war,  was  then  endeavouring  to  repair  his  losses  by 
a  new  treaty  with  the  emperor;  and  that  prince,  if 
be  could  have  depended  on  his  word,  would  not 
have  been  averse  to  it ;  nay,  he  wonld  have  been 
glad  of  a  public  reconciliation,  to  efface  from  the 
minds  of  Christians  the  scandal  which  he  had  given^ 
by  the  imprisonment  of  that  pontiff,  and  the  horri- 
ble sacking  of  the  city  of  Rome. 

There  was  but  one  consideration  oidy,  that  could 
affect  Clement's  heart,  and  that  was  the  restoring 
of  his  family  in  Florence.  Chailes  Y.  plied  him  on 
that  side:  he  offered  him  Margaret  of  Austria,  his 
natural  daughter,  for  Alexander  de  Medicis^  that 
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pontiff's  great  nephew,  or,  as  others  say,  his  son. 
The  managers  of  the  negociation  said  further,  that 
the  emperor  would  engage  himself  to  make  him  so- 
vereign of  the  city  and  state  of  Florence,  and  that 
he  should,  after  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation,  and 
before  the  year  15(50  was  e:spired,  see  a  mighty 
army  before  Florence,  under  the  command  of  his 
ablest  generals,  in  order  to  oblige  them  to  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  young  Alexander  hb  nephew. 
These  advantageous  proposals,  such,  indeed,  as  the 
pope  could  never  have  expected,  though  the  league 
had  been  victorious,  made  him  forget  his  own  dis- 
asters, and  the  emperor's  insults ;  and  in  order  to 
contribute  to  a  conquest  of  such  importance  to  him, 
he  thereupon  engaged  to  maintain  eight  thousand 
men  for  this  enterprise,  at  his  own  expense.  He 
prombed,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  the  emperor  the 
investiture  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  without  any 
other  annual  acknowledgment  but  a  white  genet; 
and  agreed  with  the  emperor's  agents  to  be  at  Bo- 
logna the  next  January  at  farthest,  in  order  to  per- 
form the  ceremony  of  that  prince's  coronation.  This 
treaty  was  signed  July  29, 1529.  The  duchess  Lou* 
isa  of  Savoy,  the  king's  mother,  ^nd  Margaret  of 
Austria,  the  emperor's  aunt,  governess  of  the  Low 
G>untries,  signed  likewise  another  at  Cambray,  in 
the  king's  and  emperor's  names,  to  which  they  gave 
the  name  of  The  Ladies  Treaty.  . 

Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  when 
Bosio  arrived  at  the  pope's  court:  and  though  the 
affair  of  Rhodes  had  not  succeeded,  the  pontiff  was 
yet  so  well  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  he 
gave  him  an  account  of  his  negociation,  and  of 
that  which  he  had  begun  at  Modon,  that,  as  he 
himself  was  very  skilful  at  negociations;  or^  ta 
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9ptak  more  properly,  had  a  taste  for  ihem,  Aon^ 
At  the  tame  tine  without  having  any  talents  or  ca^ 
pacitj  requisite  for  that  porpoie,  he  would  needs 
keep  him  near  his  person,  in  quality  of  his  privy- 
ehambeilain ;  and  ordered  him  to  write  to  the  grand 
master,  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  ia  hopes  of  prevail- 
ing with  the  emperor,  at  their  interview  at  Bologna, 
to  make  a  grant  of  the  isle  of  Malta  to  the  order, 
with  an  entire  exemption  from  ail  the  bnrdensome 
conditions  which  his  ministens  were  for  clogging  it 
with.  About  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  the  emperor 
went  from  Spain  into  Italy,  apd  came  to  Bologna, 
where  the  pope  performed  the  ceremony  of  his  co- 
ronation: and,  in  this  interview,  they  adjusted 
matters  for  establishing  young  Medieis  as  sovereign 
in  Florence, 

The  pope,  seeing  this  happy  prospect  for  the  re- 
storatiou  of  his  family,  recommended  the  interests 
of  the  order  of  Si  John  to  the  emperor  in  the  most 
pressing  terms;  the  pope  having  been  bred  up  in  it, 
and  considering  it  in  a  manner,  as  his  second  family. 
Though  tiie  emperor  waa  not  eawiy  caugM  with 
aoKeitations,  in  which  his  interest  was  not  concerned, 
yet,  in  tfiis  juncture  of  his  reconciliation  with  the 
pope,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  refuse  him  any 
thing  7  and  we  may  affirm,  that  the  house  of  Medieis^ 
and  the  order  of  8t.  John,  owe  their  re-satahlish^ 
ment  to  that  pontiff.  The  treaty  conoerning  the 
knights  was  signed  on  March  34lh,  atCastel-Franco, 
a  little  town  in  the  territory  of  Bologna;  by  which, 
the  empewr  declares,  that  in  consideratioo  of  the 
particular  affection  which  he  had  always  bore  to 
the  order,  and  the  important  services  which  it  had 
done  for  many  ages  to  the  Christian  world,  and  to 
enable  it  to  cou^ue  the  same  against  the  enemiea 
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af  the  faith,  he  had  ^ven  and  granted  for  ever,  ag 
well  in  hie  own  name,  as  for  his  heirs  and  successors, 
to  the  most  reverend  the  grand  master  of  the  said 
order,  and  to  the  said  order  of  St.  John,  as  a  fief* 
noble,  free  and  franc,  the  castles,  places,  and  isles 
of  Tripoli,  Malta,  and  Goaa,  with  all  their  territo^ 
ries  and  jurisdictions,  authority  of  judging  in  all 
pleas  whatever,  and  power  of  life  and  death,  with 
all  other  bouses,  appurtenances,  exemptions,  privi* 
leges,  rents,  and  other  rights  and  immunities ;  pro- 
vided, that,  for  the  future,  the  grand  master  and 
the  knights  should  hold  those  places  of  him  and  his 
successors  in  the  kingdom  of  Sicil  j,  as  noble,  free 
and  franc-fiefs,  without  being  obliged  to  any  ser- 
vice, or  acknowledgment,  but  that  of  a  faulcoa 
every  year  on  AU-^nts  day ;  and  that  in  the  va-* 
cancy  of  the  biahopriek  of  Malta,  the  grand  master 
and  the  convent  sbovild  be  obliged  to  present  to  him 
and  his  successors,  three  learned  and  pious  persons, 
in  order  for  his  making  choice  of  one  of  them  to 
succeed  to  Uiat  dignity ;  and  that  the  person  so  pro^ 
moted,  shall  be  honoured  with  the  grand  cross  of 
the  order ;  and  in  that  quality,  should  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  sitting  in  ttie  conncil. 

When  he  had  signed  this  deed,  the  emperor  deli- 
vered it  to  the  commander  Bosio,  to  carry  it  to  the 
grand  master.  That  zealous  minister  set  out  imme- 
diately :  but  as  the  coachman,  to  satisfy  bis  impa* 
tience,  and  make  the  greater  haste,  drove  rery 
hard,  the  coach  overturned,  and  the  ambassador 
was  considerably  hurt  What  aggravated  the  mis*- 
fortune  was»  that  an  unskilful  surgeon  being  sent 
for  to  bleed  him,  instead  of  opening  a  rein,  ig^o-  • 
irantly  pricked  him  in  an  artery ;  when  the  Mood 
|s^trayasatiflg  across  tl^e  flesh  and  nmeclsi  of  the 
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arm,  caused  a  swelling,  which  wag  soon  followed  bjr 
a  gangrene,  that  put  a  period  to  this  excellent 
man's  life.  But  before  he  expired,  he  gave  the 
emperor's  packet  to  a  Rhodian  gentleman,  Statigo- 
gulo.his  intimate  friend  and  companion,  to  delivev 
into  the  grand  master's  hands;  and  charged  him 
likewise  from  him,  to  urge  him  to  keep  up  the  cor- 
respondence of  Modon,  from  which,  he  said,  be  was 
persuaded  the  order  would,  some  time  or  other, 
reap  great  advantages.  The  Rhodian  discharged 
his  commission  with  great  exactness.  The  grand 
master  was  sensibly  afflicted  at  the  news  of  Bosio's 
death.  However,  in  order  to  pursue  his  schemes,  be 
sent  afterwards  the  same  Rhodian  to  Modon,  with 
rich  presents  to  the  renegadoes.  He  was  ordered  to 
inquire  into  their  character,  the  disposition  they 
were  in,  and  whether  they  had  not  changed  their 
mind;  and  in  case  he  found  them  resolved  and  qua- 
lified to  ^o  through  with  the  enterprise  for  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  order,  he  was  then  to  draw  a  plai^  of  thei 
city,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  that  so  they  might  be^ 
able  to  concert  before  hand  the  order  of  the  attacks. 
This  gentleman  landed  at  Modon,  disguised  like 
a  Greek  merchant,  and  found  the  two  Turks  firm 
and  unshaken  in  their  resolution.  They  showed  him 
the  facility  -of  the  enterprise,  by  means  of  the  au- 
thority which  one  of  them  had  in  the  tower  of  the 
port,  and  the  other  by  the  keys  of  the  gate  of  the 
mole,  which  were  in  their  disposal.  They  t(rfd  him, 
that  the  enterprise  could  not  fail  of  success,  provided 
the  knights  would  but  come  with  a  body  of  troops, 
sufficient  to  beat  the  garrison  and  the  inhabitants. 
When,  after  several  conferences,  they  agreed  to 
put  off  the  execution  of  the  project  till  the  latter 
end  of  the  next  summer;  in  prder  ^hat^  if  it  shouIA 
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meet  with  farourable  saccess,  as  they  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  hope  it  woald>  the  news  of  it 
might  not  reach  Constantinople  till. autumn;  and 
the  Turks,  not  being  able  to  put  to  sea  in  the  winr 
ter,  the  knights  mighty  .by  that  means,  have  time 
sufficient  to  fortify  themselves  in  their  new  conquest 
The  grand  master  and  council,  as  soon  as  they 
had  received  and  examined  the  deed  containing  the 
donation  of  Malta,  dispatched  two  of  the  principal 
commanders  to  thank  the  emperor,  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  order.    They  also  sent,  at  the  same  time^ 
an  authentic  copy  of  that  important  instrument  to 
,  the  prior  Salviati,  their  ambassador  at  Rome,  and 
nephew  to  the  pope,  in  order  that  he  might  obtain 
a  confirmation  of  it  from  the  sovereign  pontiff,  who 
was  the  first  superior  of  the  order.     Clement,  with 
the  greatest  joy  imaginable,  granted  it  in  a  full  cout 
sistory;  and  to  make  this  deed  still  more  binding 
and  solemn,  he  caused  a  bull  to  be  drawn  up  to  that 
purpose,  and  published  April  25th.    Not  long  after 
this,  the  grand  master  sent,  as  from  the  order,  into 
Sicily,  Hugh  de  Copones,  general  of  its  galleys,  and 
John  Boniface  bailiff  of  MaiK>8que,  of  the  language 
of  Provence,  in  quality  of  ambassador,  to  take  an 
path  of  fidelity,   in  presence  of  Hector  Pignatelli, 
duke  of  Montaleon,  and  viceroy  of  Sicily.  The  am-f 
bassadors  acquitted  themselves  of  this  duty  in  the 
church  of  Palermo;  when,  the  ceremonies  being 
performed  as  usual  in  those  cases,  he  received  the 
deed  of  investiture,  which  the  viceroy  gave  up  inr 
to  their  hands,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor.     This 
named  afterwards  six  commissioners,  who  went  on 
board  the  same  galleys  of  the  order  as  had  brought 
the  ambassadors  to  Sicily ;  atler  which,  they,  in 
concert,  went  together  to  Maltaj  Goza,  and  Tripoli^ 
yoL.  II.  3  IT 
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of  which  they  were  put  in  potseesion  by  thoM  eoni« 
mittioners.  These,  by  virtue  of  the  power  wU^ 
Ibey  had  received  from  the  grand  master  and  comrr 
€il,  took  an  oath,  in  their  name,  to  maintain  the  in- 
habitants and  people  of  those  islands  in  their  rightSj^ 
customs,  and  privileges;  and  left,  by  the  grand 
Blaster's  order,  the  commander  Aurelio  Botigelia,  as 
rovernor  and  captain  of  arms  of  Malt»;  and  tba 
crhevalier  Augustine  Yintioville  as  his  lieutenant. 

A  Spanish  officer,  Alvarea  de  Nava  by  name, 
who  commanded  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  having 
deHvered  up  that  fort  to  them,  they  delivered  it  np 
to  the  commander  Peter  Piton,  who  accordingly 
took  possession  of  it,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of 
^t.  Not  long  after  this,  the  grand  master  sent 
two  galleys  and  a  gallion,  with  a  eonsiderable  nnm* 
ber  of  knights  on  board,  to  Tripoli,  whereof  he 
named  governor,  Gaspar  of  Sangnessa,  commander 
ef  Aliagne.  The  commissioners,  after  having  pro- 
vided for  the  defence  of  these  several  places,  re- 
turned on  board,  and  arrived  at  Saragossa  or  Sy- 
faeuse  in  Sicily,  where  the  council,  for  the  better 
conveniency  of  their  passage  to  Malta,  had  beei^ 
already  assembled  for  some  time. 

The  grand  master,  before  selling  out,  sent  a  great 
number  of  workmen  and  materials  to  Malta,  to  re- 
build the  lodgment  of  the  castle  of  St,  Angelo,  which  ^ 
mras  entirely  ruined,  and  shipped  off  powder  and 
Hmmunition  in  the  same  vessels.  But  when  he  was 
for  shipping  off  com,  the  viceroy  of  Sicily  insisted 
upon  the  duties  of  CTportation :  and  the  master  of 
the  mint  acquainted  the  council,  that  the  emperor 
would  not  sufier  any  money  but  what  bore  his  im- 
press to  be  coined  at  Malta,  and  that  by  his  officers 
pnljr.    These  difficulties,  thus  started,  retarded  the 
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departare  of  all  the  knights.  The  grand  mastei^ 
ftttd  council  were  very  sensible,  that  Malta  could 
not  possibly  subsist  without  receiving  corn  from 
Sicily,  and  they  looked  upon  these  duties  of  expor-^ 
tation,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  Malta,  as  de^ 
nizens  of  Sicily,  had  been  always  exempted,  aB  an 
indirect  duty  and  tribute,  to  which  the  order  was 
going  1o  be  subgected. 

Nor  did  they  less  resent  their  pretending  to  de- 
prive, an  order  that  was  sovereign  and  independent^ 
of  the  right  of  coining  money.  These  several  cir-* 
eumstancefl  made  them  apprehensive,  lest  the  em- 
]peror,  a  prince  who  was  ever  to  be  guarded  against 
ia  his  treaties,  and  whose  words,  though  in  outward 
appearance  clear  and  free  from  ambiguity,  never-* 
theless  concealed  equivocal  meanings,  should  one 
day  make  use  of  these  pretensions  as  a  right,  and 
employ  them  in  keeping  the  order  in  an  absolute 
dependence.  Reflections  of  this  nature  alarmed  the 
greatest  .part  of  the  knights :  there  were  many  of 
than  ^ho  maintained,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  order  to  preserve  its  liberty  in  the  neigh« 
bourhood  of  so  powerful  and  ambitious  a  prince ; 
others  of  a  warmer  temper,  and  who  were  for  strain* 
ii^  every  thing,  inuste^  openly  that  they  must  ab- 
solutely break  the  treaty ;  that  Malta  wtas  a  barren 
island,  or  rather  rock,  where  the  inhabitants  would 
die  of  hunger;  that  the  two  elements  of  man's  food, 
bread  and  water,  were  wanting  in  it;  and  that  the 
present  which  Charles  V.  had  made  them,  was  not 
wotth  the  parchment  they  had  employed  in  writing 
the  deed  of  gift.  But  the  grand  master  and  council, 
more  prudent  and  circumspect  in  their  views,  as 
well  as  words,  thought  proper  to  inform  themselves 
of  the  emperor's  real  intentions  from  himself  only; 
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f6r  which  purpose  they  dispatched  two  ambassdddrd 
to  him,  with  orders  to  represent,  that  his  imperial 
majesty  was  very  sensible,  that  so  far  from  drawing 
dny  advantage  from  the  isles  of  Malta  and  Goza^ 
dhd  the  city  orf  Tripoli,  he  was  at  the  yearly  expence 
df  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  livres  for  the 
maintaining  the  garrisons  in  the  several  strong  holdff 
and  castles;  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  inhabitants  to  subsist  in  them,  had  they  not  ever 
been  considered  as  denizens  of  Sicily,  and,  as  such^ 
had  enjoyed  tha  privilege  of  exporting  corn  from 
thence,  free  from  any  duty  of  exportation;  that  the 
order  had  been  surprised  he  should  be  for  rendering 
their  condition  worse  than  that  of  the  present  inha-^ 
bitants ;  nor  were  they  less  surprised  that,  by  the 
deed  of  gift,  though  they  were  to  be  acknowledged 
as  sovereign  and  independent,  yet,  nevertheless, 
they  should  be  debarred  from  coining  money,  and, 
by  that  means,  be  deprived  of  one  of  the  choicest  of 
Its  royal  prerogatives,  a  privilege  which  the  grand 
]>rior  of  Germany  enjoyed,  in  all  its  latitude,  in  the 
empire.  The  ambassadors  were  ordered  not  to  abate 
a  particle  in  these  articles ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
were  expressly  commanded,  in  case  the  emperor 
ahould  insist  on  the  pretensions  of  his  ministers,  to 
give  him  back  immediately  his  deed  of  gift,  take 
their  leave,  and  return  forthwith. 

These  two  ministers  were  no  sooner  arrived  at  hii 
court,  and  admitted  to  an  audience,  but,  instead  of 
opening  with  the  design  for  which  they  had  chiefly 
been  sent,  they  tdd  him,  that  their  superiors  had 
gent  them  to  thank  his  imperial  majesty  for  the 
great  exactness,  as  well  as  little  trouble,  which  his 
commissioners  had  given  the  order,  in  putting  them 
in  pO8se0sion  of  the  islands  and  strong  holds^  of 
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vhich  he  had  been  so  gracious  as  to  make  a  cession: 
in  their  favour;  and  that  the  grand  master  was  just 
on  the  point  of  transporting  himself  aud  all  the  con- 
vent thither.  Thej  added,  that  he  should  even 
have  set  out  by  this  time,  had  not  some  difficulties 
arose,  which  the  viceroy  of  Sicily  had  started,  only 
from  the  great  zeal  he  had  for  his  service;  but  that 
the  whole  order  hoped,  that  his  majesty,  out  of  hii 
wonted  goodness,  would  come  to  a  resolution,  and 
determine  that  affair.  After  having,  in  a  few  words, 
told  him  what  the  viceroy's  pretensions  were,  as  if 
the  emperor  had  known  nothing  of  the  matter,  they 
artfully  insinuated  to  him,  that,  although  the  grand 
master  and  council  were  highly  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance and  value  of  the  gift  which  he  had  made 
them  of  Malta,  nevertheless  it  had  not  yet  been  ac-» 
cepted  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  knights ; 
that  the  French,  in  particular,  who  had  been  brought 
up  at  Rhodes,  and  in  an  independence  that  natu- 
rally results  from  an  unlimited  sovereignty,  appeared 
to  be  least  satisfied  with  it ;  that  they  had  just  rea- 
sons to  apprehend,  they  should  make  the  several 
pretensions  of  the  viceroy  serve  as  a  pretext  to  op- 
pose the  translation  of  the  council;  that  his  imperial 
majesty  knew  very  well,  that  the  superiors  of  a  free 
republic,  composed  of  knights  of  various  nations^ 
and  educated  with  high  notions  of  honour,  were  not 
to  exert  their  authority  but  with  the  utmost  cir- 
cumspection, and  particularly  in  an  affair,  wherein 
each  individual  conceived  he  had  as  great  an  inte- 
rest as  his  superiors;  for  which  reason,  the  grand 
master  and  council  conjured  him  to  finish  this  work 
of  his  own  creation  himself,  and  to  employ  hig  sove* 
reign  authority  for  the  removing  of  the  obstacles 
Khioh  his  ministers  formed.    They  concluded  with 
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Ba^nting  hitn,  that  the  free^nil  vokintary  atlcnd#^ 
ledgments  and  gratitude  of  the  hmghU,  and  Aext 
seal  in  defending  bis  territories  gainst  the  infidebf 
would  greatly  compensate  all  the  vieeroy's  pre- 
tensions. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  emperor *s  design  in 
malting  over  Malta  to  the  order  of  St.  John»  was  to 
make  it  serve  as  a  bulwai'k  to  his  kingdoois  of  Si- 
cily and  Naples,  nevertheleas  this  iiKKUtrch  never 
gayenp  the  most  inconsiderable  of  his  iuterests,  but 
with  the  view  of  gRiuing  a  more  considoraMe  one 
by  such  a'oession.  He  insisted  strongly  on  the  vice- 
roy's pretensions,  itnagming  thaft  the  order,  after 
having  brought  masters  thus  for,  would  aot  break 
the  treaty  for  the  Mhe  of  those  two  artiotes.  la 
order,  therefore,  to  increase  the  d«tie8  of  e'tporta- 
tion,  he  declared  that  he  conld  not  coneient  to  allow 
the  order  to  fetch  corn  from  Sicily,  unless  they 
wmcld  agree  to'pay  a  certain  sum  per  ton,  as  should 
afterwards  be  agreed  on;  and  to  iprocure  to  himself 
«  kind  of  toveFet^ty  over  the  order,  he  added,  that 
he  absolutely  would  not  allow  them  tb  coin  money^ 
or  any  other  to  be  current  over  the  ualtod,  but  what 
Iras  coined  in  his  own  mints. 

If  these  two  ministers  had  directly  acted  accord^ 
ing  to  their  instructions,  the  treaty  would  have 
been  at  an  end';  bnt  they  thought  it  importlint 
enough  to  merit  their  sending  to  the  council  for 
new  ordeiB.  Accordingly  they  Wrote  with  the  ut- 
nest  expedition  to  Che  grand  master,  whb  imtne<« 
Aiately  sent  anaocduht  of  it  to  the  pope,  the  pro- 
tector of  the  otder.  The  pbnttiF  dispatdhed  to  the 
#mperoi^the  prior  Stilviati,  his  nephew,  who  was  at 
his  holinesB'S  court,  in  quality  of  resident  of  the 
Ijraad  master  end  the  whole  order;  aiid  this  mimster 
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made  eo  |;ood  an  advantage  of  tlie  cKdit  which  the 
))ope  had  then  with  the  emperor,  that  he  obtained 
from  him  a  new  treaty,  in  which  the  two  articles 
relating  to  the  exportation  of  corn,  and  the  coiiitDg 
of  mone  J,  were  inserted  in  favonr  of  the  order. 

Nothing  was  now  \¥anting  for  the  entire  esta* 
bKshraent  of  the  knights  at  Malta>  bnt  the  transpor-* 
tation  of  the  grand  master^  coaiicil,  and* all  the 
knights  into  that  island.  They  first  put  en  board 
five  galleys,  two  great  carrack»,  and  several  tran^ 
sport  ships,  the  ihhabitants  of  Rhodes,  who,  being 
resolved  to  share  the  fortune  of  the  order,  had  coa-*^ 
tinned  with  the  knights  ever  since  they  left  that 
island :  they  also  shipped  on  board  these  vessels  the. 
e£Pects  and  records  of  the  order,  as  likewise  varioM 
moveables,  together  with  ammunition  and  provi* 
aions.  A  great  number  of  knights,  nnA  seldiers  in 
their  pay,  went  over  in  this  little  fleet,  which,  be- 
fore its  arrival,  met  with  a  dreadful  storm,  in  which 
one  of  their  galleys  was  dashed  to  pieees  against  a 
rock :  one  of  the  carracks  had  also  Kke  to  have  been 
lost;  she  had  already  got  into  the  port  at  Malta, 
when  immediately  there  arose  such  violent  winds, 
that,  notwithstanding  her  beiug  fastened  with  three 
anchors,  she  bro'ke  all  her  cables,  and,  after  twice 
running  a^ground,  at  last  sunk  in  the  sand.  They 
thought  her  lost,  when  a  contrary  wind  springing 
up,  raised  her,  after  which  they  set  her  afloat,  and 
found  that  her  hull  had  received  no  manner  of  da* 
mage.  Such  as  were  for  drawing  predictions  from 
every  transaction,  did  not  fail  to  declare,  that  heaven 
seemed,  by  that  incident,  to  point  out  the  fate  of 
the  order,  which,  after  having  suffered  such  a  va- 
riety of  dangers  and  storms^  should  at  last  happily 
fix  itself  in  Maltat 
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This  island  is  situated  in  the  forty-sixth  degree  of 
longitude,  and  in  the  the  thirty-fifth  degree  ten 
minutes  of  northern  latitude :  it  has  the  Mediter* 
ranean  to  the  east,  looking  towards  Candia;  to  the 
north  Sicily,  which  is  but  fifteen  leagues  distant 
from  it;  Tripoli  in  Barbary  to  the  south;  and  the 
islands  of  Pantalarea,  Linosa,  and  Lampadusa  to 
the  west:  that  part  of  the  sea  which  separates  it 
from  Sicily,  generally  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
Channel  of  Malta.    This  country,  according  to  a 
tradition  of  its  inhabitants,  had   been  anciently 
governed  by  an  African  prince,  called  Battus.    It 
was  since  in  the  hands  of  the  Carthaginians;  and, 
at  the  time  that  the  knights  of  St.  John  took  posses- 
sion of  it,  they  met  with  several  inscriptions  in  the 
Punic  tongue,  engraved  on  pieces  of  marble  and 
broken  pillars.     The  Romans,  during  the  wars  of 
Sicily,  drove  the  Carthaginians  from  thence;  and 
the  Arabians,  about  the  ninth  century,  after  the 
ruin  of  the  empire,  made  themselves  masters  of  it. 
About  anno  1190,  Roger  the  Norman,  count  of 
Sicily,  won  it  from  the  Barbarians;  since  which  time: 
it  has  been  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily. 

The  grand  master,  council,  and  chief  commanders, 
got  into  the  great  port  on  the  26th  of  October,  1530; 
and,  as  soon  as  they  landed,  they  went  directly  to 
the  parochial  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  where,  hav- 
ing first  paid  their  homage  to  Him,  whom  the  order 
acknowledge  for  its  only  sovereign,  they  went  to 
the  town,  which  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  castle 
of  St.  Angelo.  The  grand  master  could  hardly 
meet  with  a  house  for  himself  to  lodge  in,  they  be* 
ing  no  more  than  so  many  fishermen's  huts,  in  which 
the  commanders  and  knights  dispersed  themselves. 
The  grand  master  took  up  his  quar^erp  in  the  castle  { 
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kwa,  some  dajs  after  his  entry,  he  went  and  took 
ipossession  of  the  capital,  which  lay  farther  up  the 
eountry,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  island.  It  is 
called  by  Ptolemy  Mclifa,  after  the  name  of  the 
vrkole  island ;  others  give  it  the  name  of  the  Notable 
City.  W«  are  told  that  it  was  not  then  thirteen 
hundred  paces  in  circumference:  it  was  the  ugual 
residence  of  the  bishop.  The  grand  master,  after 
iiis  authority  had  been  acknowledged  by  all  the  in- 
liabkants,  went  through  the  whole  island,  to  find 
out  a  place  that  might  be  safe,  as  well  as  commo- 
dimis,  for  the  settling  of  the  council  and  the  whole 
body  of  Inights. 

We  have  already  observed;  that  the  two  greatest 
Iports  were  separated  from  one  another  by  a  neck  of 
•land  or  rock,  called  Mount  Sceberra^,  which  com- 
^^anded  them  both.  This  place  appeared  to  him  to 
be  very  eoramodiously  situated  for  the  raising  of  a 
new  city.  The  grand  master  would  have  been  very 
desirous,  in  cjase  the  order  could  subsist  in  the  island^ 
to  settle  the  convent  in  that  place ;  but  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  order  at  that  time  would  not  allow 
them  to  execute  such  a  design,  though  judged  to 
be  so  very  useful,  the  grand  master  and  council 
were  obliged,  in  that  infancy  of  things,  to  settle 
themselves  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  the  only 
place  of  defence  that  was  in  the  island,  and  the 
knights  dispersed  themselves  up  and  down  the  town» 
which  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  fort :  this  was 
theirfirst  residence.  This  town  had  no  fortifications, 
and  was  commanded  on  all.  sides.  The  grand  mas- 
ter built  a  wall  round  it,  to  prevent  his  being  snr*- 
prised  by  the  corsairs  :  they  since  added  flanks  to 
itj  with  ressaults  at  certain  distances,  agreeable  to 
the  unevenness  and  declivity  of  the  ground.    Th« 
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grand  master  did  not  intend  to  continue  lon^  hi 
that  place,  but  was  resolved,  before  he  settled  him* 
self  entirely  there,  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Mo- 
don,  a  rich  and  populous  city;  and  a  circumstance, 
which  gave  him  the  greatest  satbfaction,  as  its  lit* 
tie  distance  from  Rhodes,  which  the  order  might  be 
able  to  surprise,  in  case  a  civil  war  should  break  out 
among  the  Turks,  or  even  attack  openly  in  other 
conjunctures.  He  designed,  in  case  the  affair  of 
Modon  should  mbcarry,  and  that  the  order  should 
be  ohiiged  to  continue  at  Malta,  to  build  a  new 
city  upon  that  point  of  rock  above-mentioned,  which 
went  by  the  name  oi  Mount  Sceherras.  Buttheimr 
mense  sums  the  order  had  spent  for  eight  years  to- 
gether, for  the  subsistence  of  the  knights  and  Rho- 
dians  in  Italy ;  the  different  translations  from  Can- 
dia  to  Messina,  from  Messina  to  Civita  Yecchia, 
from  thence  to  Viterbo,  from  Viterbo  to  Nice,  to 
Villa  Franca,  and  other  places  in  Italy ;  and  even 
Sicily,  where  the  knights,  for  their  easier  subsis- 
tence, were  dispersed  up  and  down^  with  the  grand 
master's  leave;  so  many  cruisings,  voyages,  jour- 
neys, transmigrations  of  a  whole  body  of  people,  of 
which  that  colony  was  composed,  had  quite  drained 
the  treasury  of  the  order,  and  would  not  allow  the 
grand  tnaster  to  execute  so  great  a  project  He 
was  even  distasted  with  every  thinghe  saw  in  Malta ; 
the  barrenness  of  the  soil ;  their  bread,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  seek,  as  it  were,  as  far  as  Sicily ; 
the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants;  their  rustic  and 
savage  behaviour;  no  place  of  defence  in  case  of 
an  attack:  such  gloomy  reflections  as  these  afflicted 
him  very  sensibly,  and  awaked,  with  the  utmost 
grief  in  his  mind,  the  remembrance  of  Rhodes,  so 
fruitful  in  com^sorich  by  its  fleets  and  armaments; 
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tnd  moreover,  the  capital  of  five  or  six  pther  tslandi^ 
or  strong  holds,  the  most  inconsiderable  of  which 
was  much  better  fortified  thap  Malta.  But  as  lisle 
Adam  possessed  a  spirit  of  bravery  and  a  greaitness 
of  soul,  superior  even  to  the  most  unhappy  accident^ 
of  life^  he  generously  took  his  resolutions  at  once; 
and  without  forgetting  the  enterprise  of  Modon, 
devoted  all  his  cares  to  the  building  some  housest 
for  the  knights  to  dwell  in,  in  order  to  make  their 
residence  in  the  island  more  supportable.  It  wa^ 
from  this  last  establishment  that  they  borrowed  the 
name  of  Malta,  instead  of  that  of  the  knights  of 
Rhodes,  which  they  had  made  illustrious  by  a  con-r 
tinual  series  of  great  actions  during  upwards  pf 
200  years. 


BOOK    X, 

THE  grand  master  had  no  sooner  given  the  ne~ 
cessary  orders  for  the  defence  of  the  island  of  Malta, 
than  he  crossed  to  that  of  Goza :  he  went  all  over 
it,  visited  those  places  where  the  corsairs  might 
make  descents,  gave  orders  for  the  building  of  re- 
trenchments, brought  several  pieces  of  cannon  and 
ammunition  and  provisions  into  the  castle,  left  a 
company  of  foot  in  it ;  and,  having  exhorted  the  in- 
habitants to  preserve  inviolably  their  fidelity  to  the 
order,  he  returned  to  Malta,  and  immediately  bent 
all  his  thoughts  upon  Tripoli,  that  city  of  Africa, 
with  which,  as  has  been  already  seen,  the  order  waa 
80  unwilling  to  be  connected,  on  account  of  its  dis*. 
tance  and  defenceless  situation. 

We  before  observed,  that  the  Chevalier  Saur 
g^e^se  had  b^en  appointed  governor  of  it  by  tl^e 
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commissionetfl  who  took  podsession  of  it  in  the  name 
of  the  order.     The  grand  master,  at  the  same  time 
that  be  sent  him  a  new  reinforcement,  confirmed 
him  in  that  post,  which  could  hardly  have  been  filled 
by  a  more  worthy  personage;  he  was  an  ancient 
](night,  who  had  signalized  himself  in  the  last  siege 
of  Rhodes  by  a  great  number  of  heroic  actions,  and 
who,  by  fighting  under  the  orders  of  the  grand 
master,  during  so  long  and  so  bloody  a  siege,  had 
acquired  the  art  of  preserving  such  places  as  he 
should  be  intrusted  uith.     This  commander  seeing 
himself  greatly  straitened  in  Tripoli  by  other  neigh- 
bouring cities  and  towns,  all  of  them  inhabited  by 
infidels,  and  people  that  had  been  formerly  subject 
to  the  king  of  lunis,  often  sent  difi^erent  parties 
against  those  Africans,  who  made  incursions  into 
their  territories,  and  ravaged  the  country. 

Among  these  several  cities,  inhabited  by  Maho^ 
metans,  Gienzor  andTichiro,  or  Tachora,  had  with- 
drawn themselves  for  some  years  from  the  dominion 
of  the  hings  of  Tunis:  the  garrison  of  Tripoli  used 
frequently  to  take  several  prisoners,  and  make  a 
considerable  booty,  even  to  the  very  gates  of  those 
cities.  The  inhabitants  of  Gienzor,  wearied  out  with 
the  continual  attempts  of  these  troublesome  neigh- 
bours, concluded  a  treaty  with  them;  and  San- 
guesse,  with  the  grand  master's  consent,  and  in 
consideration  of  a  certain  sum  agreed  upon  be- 
tween them,  granted  them  a  peace,  and  opened  a 
free  trade  on  that  side. 

The  lord  of  Tachora,  being  more  powerful  than 
those  of  Gienzor,  and  master  of  a  good  port,  would 
not  so  much  as  hear  a  word  mentioned  of  a  tribute. 
The  territory  of  this  sheck,^  or  lord  of  Tachora,  on 
that  side  which  lay  towards  Tripoli,  copmted  in  ^ 
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large  plain,  Which  extended  itself  n^ithin  four 
leagues  of  that  city  towards  the  East.  This  spa- 
cious plain  was  full  of  villages,  i;^  hich  furnished  their 
lord  with  a  considerable  number  of  very  brave  horse- 
men and  musketeers,  whose  chief  business  was  rob- 
bing: these  often  engaged  with  the  Maltese,  and 
each  party  laid  ambuscades  for  its  antagonists* 
Things  passed  in  this  manner  at  fiirst,  with  little  loss 
on  either  side,  if  we  except  the  death  of  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Harlai,  of  the  language  of  France,  occa- 
sioned by  an  excess  of  courage,  and  too  little  cau- 
tion :  he  being  cut  to  pieces,  with  all  the  soldiers 
under  his  command,  by  the  Tachorizins,  who  had 
lain  in  ambush  for  him. 

We  should  not  have  been  so  particular  in  our  ac- 
count of  these  inroads,  so  common  between  people 
that  border  upon  another,  and  who  are  of  a  differ- 
ent religion,  had  not  these  petty  wars  afterwards 
given  rise  to  others  of  much  greater  consequence,  in 
which  the  reader  will  observe,  that  the  arms  of  the 
knights  of  St.  John  were  no  less  serviceable  to  the 
princes  of  Christendom  in  Africa  than  they  had 
been  before  in  Asia,  and  during  the  time  that  the 
order  resided  in  Palestine,  and*afterwardsat  Rhodes. 
It  was  now  some  time  since  the  civil  wars  being 
kindled  in  the  territories  of  Algiers  and  Tunis,  the 
Ottoman  Turks,  or  rather  the  corsairs  under  their 
name,  in  order  to  make  their  advantage  of  these  di- 
visions, had  seized  upon  several  places  situated  upon 
the  coasts  of  Barbary :  several  knights,  and  those 
even  who  had  discovered  the  greatest  disinclination 
for  taking  upon  themselves  the  defence  of  Malta, 
proposed,  at  that  time,  to  the  grand  master,  to  turn 
all  the  efforts  of  the  arms  of  the  order  on  that  side ; 
jand  they  repres^joited  to  him^  that  it  would  |be  im« 
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po0sible  for  the  order  to  preserve  so  weak  a  place  ai 
Tripoli  was,  especially  as  it  had  no  territory  belong- 
ing to  it,  unless  they  covered  it  with  new  conquests, 
and  an  extent  of  ground  that  might  furnish  subsis- 
tence for  the  garrison.  This  project  was  not  with* 
out  some  foundation ;  but  not  to  mention  that  the 
grand  master,  before  engaging  himself  in  this  war, 
was  very  desirous  of  letting  these  infidels  weaken 
and  destroy  one  another,  he,  besides,  had  devoted 
all  his  thoughts  to  a  design  which  had  been  formed 
for  many  years,  and  from  the  success  of  which  he 
promised  himself  that  the  order  would  draw  advan- 
tages that  were  much  m  ore  considerable. 

Modon  at  this  time  engrossed  all  his  thoughts;  it 
was  the  sole  object  of  his  desires,  and  every  thing 
that  might  bring  him  nearer  to  Rhodes  appeared  like 
another  Rhodes  in  his  eyes,  or,  at  least,  as  a  means 
that  might  one  day  make  it  a  more  easy  conquest ; 
80  that  he  resolved,  before  he  would  absolutely  fix 
his  residence  in  Malta,  or  engage  his  order  to  lay 
out  those  immense  sums  that  must  necessarily  be 
employed  before  that  island,  which  was  open  on  all 
sides,  could  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  to  endea- 
vour to  surprise  Modpn,  by  the  help  of  the  intelli- 
gence he  had  in  that  place. 

In  this  view  he  took  into  the  order's  pay  a  good 
number  of  soldiers,  who  had  lately  served  at  the 
siege  of  Florence.  This  siege  the  pope  and  empe- 
ror had  undertaken  in  concert ;  and  these  princes^ 
after  having  made  themselves  masters  of  that  great 
city,  had  restored  the  Medicb  to  their  authority  in 
it.  The  chevalier  Salviati,  who  was  related  to  that 
pope,  and  prior  of  Rome,  by  the  grand  master's 
command,  brought  these  forces  to  Malta,  on  board 
iix  galleys,  well  armed^  three  of  which  belonged  to^ 
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the  order ;  the  viceroy  of  Sicily  had  lent  the  fourth ; 
and  James  Grimaldi,  a  Genoese  lord,  and  an  excel-' 
lent  seaman,  had  hired  two  others,  which  belonged 
to  him,  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  crowns  per  month, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  command  them  in 
person  as  long  as  this  expedition  should  last. 

The  grand  master  not  being  able  to  leav^  Malta, 
as  its  chief  strength  lay  in  his  presence,  named  the 
prior  of  Rome  general  of  the  enterprise ;  and  the 
chevalier  de  Boniface,  bailiff  of  M anosque,  was  to 
command  the  fleet  during  the  time  that  the  gene- 
ral should  be  ashore,  and  employed  in  besieging 
Modon.     These  galleys  were  to  be  accompanied 
with  brigantines  of  a  different  bulk,  with  men  and 
ammunition  onboard ;  and  twotrading  vessels  loaded 
with  planks,  which  they  intended  to  employ  for  the 
execution  of  the  enterprise,  were  entrusted  to  John 
Scandali,  a  Greek  Christian,  of  the  island  of  Zante, 
and  son  to  one  of  the  two  renegadoes,  and  to  Janni 
Necolo,  who  was  also  a  Greek  Christian,  both  of 
whom  were  known  at  Modon  by  the  d^ly  traffic 
which  they  carried  on  to  that  place. 

Besides  a  great  number  of  knights  who  embarked 
iu  this  expedition,  the  Viscount  Cigale,  a  famous 
privateer,  and  brother  to  the  cardinal  of  that  name, 
offered  his  service  to  the  grand  master,  and  accord- 
ingly joined  the  fleet  of  the  order  with  two  galleys 
well  armed,  that  were  his  own,  and  which  he  com- 
manded in  person. 

Before  this  armament  set  sail  from  the  ports,  se- 
veral councils  were  held  upon  the  execution  of  this 
enterprise ;  when,  after  a  variety  of  projects,  the 
grand  master  concluded  upon  this,  that  the  galleys^ 
brigantines,  and  other  small  vessels,  should  lie  con- 
cealed alonjg^  the  coasts  of  the  little  island  of  Sapi- 
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eDza,  \vhich  lay  opposite  Modon ;  that  towards  thd 
close  of  the  eireiung  they  should  bring  up  two  tra-* 
ding  Tessels,  freighted,  in  outward  appearance, 
with  timber  and  planks,  under  which  a  considera* 
ble  number  of  knights  and  brave  soldiers  should  lie 
concealed;  that  young  Scandali,  under  pretence  of 
desiring  to  come  with  his  ship  to  an  anchor,  and 
trading  there,  and  in  conciert  with  his  father,  ^ould 
advance  to  the  foot  of  the  tower  of  th^  mole,  which 
was  about  five  huivdred  paces  from  the  place,  and 
that  he  should  seise  upon  it ;  that  y^ung  Scandali's 
associate  should  go  to  another  side,  at  the  entrance 
ef  the  harbour,  \^hen,  after  having  been  visited,  as 
a  matter  of  form,  by  Quir  Calojan,  tthe  other  rene- 
gado,  the  director  of  the  customs,  he  ^houid  retire 
in  the  dark  to  his  house;  that  the  next  Say,  at  the 
<^enifig  t)f  the  gate,  the  soldiers,  whidh  lay  con- 
cealed in  the  two  brigantines,  should  «nite  in  one 
body,  in  order  io  make  themselves  masters  of  that 
gate;  that  a  cainnon  should  immediately  be  fired, 
to  g^ve  notice  of  it  to  the  general,  who  should  leave 
the  island  of  Sapienza  that  very  moment,  should 
put  his  forces  on  board,  and  throtr  himself  into  the 
place  through  that  gate  which  should  be  seized. 

The  prior  of  Rome,  who  was  at  the  head  of  this 
expedition,  set  sail  from  the  port  of  Malta  on  the 
seventeenth  of  August,  1591;  &nd,  after  having 
sailed  propitiously  for  seven  dajrs  together,  chose  to 
put  in  at  the  isle  of  Sapienza  during  the 'night-time. 
He  hid  his  little  fleet  in  the  road  which  was  the 
aafest  of  the  whole  island,  and  the  least  exposed; 
when,  having  taken  down  the  flags  and  masts  of 
his  -galleys,  he  sent  Statigulo  and  Marquet,  the 
two  Rhodians  above-mentioned,  to  Modon,  to  see 
whether  the  two  renegadoes  had  not  changed  their 
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iftbtiaMioii8>  and  Whether  they  v^^i^  filiU  taasters  off 
thHir  paM§,  and  ii^pable  of  keeping  their  word.  The 
tVro  RhodiafH  entered  Modon,  dlsgiiised  like  mer- 
chants, and  hiid  an  interview  with  the  two  rehe^*- 
dofedi  wheti>  having  fottnd  th^m  fiJtfed  and  t^^sblVed^ 
itbtnoveable^  and  even  impAtieiit  to  hignalice  them«- 
iselres  in  the  execntioH  of  that  eiltel'|)l'i9e,  they  ett* 
g*^ed  thfem  to  go  oveir  with  theiH  iAtd  thfe  island 
of  Sapien^i,  to  confer  with  the  priot*  dt*  Rbttie  upoa 
that  subject.  This  general  gave  IhettI  k  very  eivil 
tfeceptioH)  and  haviiig  confirtned  td  them,  iii  thfe 
grand  niaster^s  name>  the  promises  of  a  splendid  rev 
ward,  which  the  twd  Rhodians  hid  hiade  to  then», 
he  started  several  difficolties,  to  A\  which  they  re^ 
turned  T^y  satisfactory  answers.  They  added,  that 
all  lay  in  the  dispatch  that  should  be  made  in  the 
execution;  and  in  order  to  mak^  Sblviati  rfesblva 
upon  it  at  once,  they  represented  to  hiiA,  that  thfe 
sole  reason  of  the  order's  failing  in  its  attempt  upoii 
Rhodes,  was  its  dilatoriness  and  excess  of  caution : 
but  this  general>  fbaring  a  doubll^  intelligence,  and 
Ihat  those  Greeks,  afteJ*  having  renounced  the  faiths 
would  not  scruple  to  betray  iahd  deliver  him  up  to 
the  Totks,  required  them,  b^Fo^^  he  Engaged  himr- 
self  ftirther  in  thM  Afiair,  to  carlry  td  Modon  thte 
commander  Sciatese,  a  Rotnaik,  the  chevalier  dfi 
Broc,  a  FreAchmkn  nf  t^ie  kingb^ge  of  Provehc^, 
and  signior  Jatnei  Grimaldi ;  itt  ordet  HiAt,  as  thejr 
would  be  upbn  the  spot,  they  Would  all  three  te 
able  to  jddj^i,  whether  the  ehtefpi^A  tktij^ht  be  uttv 
dei^taken  with  sAfety,  Atad  aftelrWa^k  agH^e  ateon^ 
themselves  upoti  the  final  meAstire^  {br  landing  thte 
litmps,  and  the  Attacking  the  place. 

Thfese  two  t-eneg^does,    in   cdnlpahy  With  thfe 
)(nights,  disguistid  like  me^cfaants^  a^rlVed  |n  th(^ 
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port  of  Modon  in  the  eveDing,  as  if  they  were  re^ 
turned  from  the  island  of  Sapien^a,  upon  some  efr 
fairs  relating  to  their  traffic.  Scaqdali,  the  father, 
who  commaDded  in  the  tower  of  the  mole,  under 
pretence  of  giving  these  pretended  merchants  a 
supper  there,  showed  them  how  easily  they  might 
make  themselyes  masters  of  it;  and,  with  the  same 
view,  they  went  and  lay  at  the  other  renegado'tf 
house,  which  was  near  the  city  gate,  and  of  which 
he  had  free  entrance,  in  quality  of  director  of  the 
customs.  The  knights  appeared  satisfied  with  the 
disposition  pf  the  two  Greeks;  and  then  the  son  of 
Scandali,  a  Christian,  and  who,  as  was  already  oh- 
aerved,  would  not  apostatise  as  his  father  had  done, 
brought  them  back  the  next  d&y  to  the  island  of 
ISapienza. 

The  knights,  at  their  return,  declared  to  the  gcr 
neral,  that  their  opinion  was,  the  two  renegadocs 
were  sincere  in  the  affair;  but  that,  after  all,  a 
man  could  not  be  too  cautious  and  circumspect^ 
when  he  had  to  deal  with  traitors;  that  they  eyen 
foresaw  great  diflSculties  in  the  execution  of  that 
enterprise;  that  notwithstanding  Scandali  com- 
manded in  the  tower  of  the  mole,  yet  the  janiza^ 
ries,  who  were  upon  guard  there,  would  not  fail, 
upon  the  least  stir  that  should  be  made,  to  take  up 
arms  against  them ;  that  upon  the  noise,  which  i^ 
unavoidable  in  occasions  of  that  nature,  and  on  th^ 
notice  which  the  governor  of  Modon  wQuld  receive . 
of  it,  he  would  immediately  order  all  the  city  gatep 
to  be  shut ;  and  that  the  garrison  and  the  inhabir 
tants  would  aoon  be  able  to  repiilse  all  such  as 
phould  attack  them.  These  diflScuUies,  and  evev 
those  which  in  such  occasions  can  scarce  ever  be 
fpireseen^  suspended  for  spu^e  time  the  desire  tbp 
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general  had  of  attempting  this  enterpHse.  Young 
Scandali,  who  saw  through  part  of  the  general's 
suspicions^  told  him^  that  the  only  reason  of  his  fa-" 
ther's  sending  for  him  from  Zante,  and  making  him 
privy  to  that  design,  was  to  put  him  into  his  hands 
by  way  of  hostage,  till  such  time  as  he  should  have 
jierformed  his  promise,  and  that  he  desired  no  other 
than  to  continue  on  board  his  galleys;  that  as  for 
the  janizaries  iU  the  tower  of  the  mole,  who  were 
very  few  in  number,  his  father  would  find  a  method 
to  send  them  at  a  distance,  under  various  pretences, 
and  that  he  resolved  to  make  them  drunk,  and  by 
that  means  prevent  their  being  able  to  oppose  the 
entrance  of  the  knights  into  the  tower;  mereover^ 
that  his  father  and  his  associate  never  intended  to 
carry  the  place  by  open  force;  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  succeed  any  other  way  than 
by  surprise ;  that  his  only  fear  was,  that  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  general  had  been  owing  to  the  great 
ease  with  which  it  might  be  executed.  In  fine, 
this  young  man,  whose  breast  glowed  with  zeal  and 
bravery,  showed  them  how  easy  as  well  as  advan- 
tageous it  would  be,  to  make  thsir  conquest  sure; 
so  that  the  whole  council  resolved  to  continue  no 
longer  in  suspense,  and  accordingly  sent  young 
Scandali  to  his  father,  to  assure  him  that  they 
would  make  their  attempt  that  very  evening. 

With  this  view  the  general  embarked  several 
knights,  and  a  considerable  number  of  soldiers,  on 
board  two  feluccas,  who  were  concealed  under  the 
planks  with  which  those  vessels  seemed  to  be 
freighted,  and  which  were  designed  to  assist  the 
troops,  that  were  on  board  the  galleys,  in  their 
landing.  Stefi  Marquet,  the  Rhodian,  who  had 
been  so  serriceable  to  Bosio^  in  drawing  up  the  plan 
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tine^  ivhioh  in  ^^e  dayi  was  culled  a  Grips,  asd 
ddvanced  te  the  entrance  pf  the  poft  ip  the  aTening. 
€aIcu4Q«  who  had  the  goard  of  i%,  in  ^imlity  of  di-' 
Tector  of  the  cqttomi,  preteudivig  not  tp  kiiow  h|mr 
weut  on  liaard  hia  ship ;  wheq,  after  having  visited 
it  for  form's  nke,  and  tq  prevent  al)  sospieiMi^  ho 
made  his  report  theip^of .to  the  ffovernor,  teHiiif  himr 
that  it  wasa  amall  vessel  loaded  with  plapkfk  which 
Be  said  a  merchant  was  coming  taseH  to  soma  w^l^^ 
inen  in  the  city ;  npon  wbieh  the  governor  gave 
him  leave  to  admit  her  in. 

The  men  who  were  bid  in  the  feluceir,  in  the  dis^ 
g^ise  of  sailors,  befriended  by  the  darkness,  aiEid 
ander  the  pretence  of  their  being  obliged  to  ^fft  W|t 
very  early  thenext  morning, put  a^iore  thes^  planll^r 
and  other  pieces  of  wood,  with  which  thay  fermod 
a  kind  of  bridge  opposite  to  that  gate  of  the  city 
which  they  intended  to  surprise,  in  order  to  asnst 
the  landing  of  the  forces  that  were  on  hoard  tl|e 
galleys;  after  which  they  retired  into  the  house  oC 
the  renegade,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  the 
night. 

Young  Seandali,  who  was  in  the  other  felucca, 
came  much  abqnt  the  same  time,  and  cast  anchor 
at  the  point  of  the  tower ;  and  as  his  father  com- 
manded in  it,  and  he  himself  came  frequently  thi-^ 
ther  from  the  isle  of  Zante,  where  he  inhabited,  the 
janixaries  of  the  tower,  with  whom  he  was  very  fa-r 
Miliar,  made  no  scruple  to  admit  him;  and  accord* 
ingly  he  entered  this  tower  in  company  with  eight 
other  Greeks  in  a  Turkish  dress,  who  spoke  that 
language  fluently,  and  who  pretended  to  be  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  garrison  of  Lepanto  and  Patrasw 
His  father^  w$  had  kem  concerted^  dispersed  i 
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<lf  bU  ^ards  upon  difiereat  commMoni*  and  in* 
Tited  the  rest  to  supper.  In  the  midst  of  their 
gaiety  and  good  cbeer^  they  gave  them  an  excel- 
lent Greek  wine  to  drinks  which,  he  said,  his  sou 
had  brought  him  in  his  felucca.  The  real  Turks, 
who  thirsted  ^fter  that  liquor  with  the  greater 
eagerness,  as  they  were  prohibited  to  drink  it  bj 
their  law,  poured  it  down  in  great  quantities,  and 
wore  soon  drunk.  The  Greek  Christians,  disguised 
like  januiaries,  taking  their  advantage  of  that  le«- 
thargic  drowsiness  that  usually  attends  upon  drnn-* 
kenness,  let  into  the  tower  all  those  knights  and 
soldiers  that  lay  concealed  in  the  brigantine;  when 
they  cut  the  throats  of  some  of  the  Turks,  bound 
others,  made  themselves  masters  of  the  tower,  all 
which  was  done  during  the  silence  of  the  night, 
without  the  least  noise,  insomuch  that  the  governor, 
whose  house  was  about  five  hundred  paces  from  the 
tower,  had  not  the  least  notice  of  it. 

On  the  other  side,  the  renegado  Calojan,  at  day-^ 
break,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  gate,  presented 
himself  at  it  with  some  knighto,  disguised  like  sai?^ 
lors,  and  who  had  spent  the  night  in  his  house ;  they 
made  a  halt  at  the  g^te,  in  order  to  give  time  to 
the  other  soldiers,  who  were  hid  in  the  two  brigan- 
tines,  to  advance  forwards:  when  immediately  the 
two  companies  joined  in  a  body,  making  in  all 
about  three  hundred  men.  Upon  thttr  approach, 
the  pretended  sailors,  who  stood  at  the  entry  of  the 
port,  drew  their  swords,  fell  qpon  the  guards,  cut 
iome  of  them  to  pieoea;  when  the  main  body  ad* 
vancing  up,  seiaed  on  the  gate,  and  imagined  the 
dty  was  their  own.  Immediately  a  cannon  was  fired 
by  way  of  signal  to  the  general,  that  he  should  ad? 
vanee  immediately  with  his  gall^s;  during  whicb| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 


4SA  tiittoitir  o# 

the  Christian  forces,  instead  of  marching  direiitly  ii^ 
to  the  castle,  \irhere  the  governor  had  withdrawn 
himself,  leaving  only  a  guard  at  the  city  gate,  threw 
themselves  into  those  houses  that  stood  nearest  to  it, 
in  order  to  plunder  them;  they  here  committed  all 
the  outrages  usual  on  such  occasions,  and  in  places 
taken  by  surprise,  or  carried  by  storm  or  sword  in 
hand.     The  inhabitants,  in  order  to  shun  the  first 
fury  of  the  soldiers,  fled  for  shelter  into  the  castle^ 
when  the  governor  put  weapons  into  their  hands; 
and  having  advice  that  there  was  but  a  very  small 
number  of  the  Christians,  and  that  the  greatest  part 
of  them  were  roving  up  and  down  in  search  of  plun-' 
deri  he  made  a  sally  at  the  head  of  his  garrison,  and 
of  the  inhabitants,  charged  briskly  these  plunderers, 
who  were  dispersed,  and  killed  several  at  the  first 
onset :  when  their  common  danger  uniting  them 
again  in  one  body,  they  rallied,  made  head,  and 
endeavoured  to  maintain  themselves  in  their  several 
posts,  till  such  time  as  the  galleys  should  come  up. 
Both  parties  fought  with  equal  fury ;  the  knights, 
who  saw  every  moment  the  bravest  of  their  troops 
drop,  gave  themselves  over  for  lost,  as  no  reinforce* 
ment  arrived :  but  they  did  not  know  that  a  very 
high  and  contrary  wind  had  hindered  the  general 
from  hearing  the  signal;  insomuch  that  it  was  noon 
before  he  had  notice,  by  a  bark,  which  young  Scan^ 
dali  dispatched  to  him,  that  the  knights  were  got 
into  the  city,  and  engaged  with  the  garrison  of  the 
castle.     Immediately  he  hasted  to  the  place,  and 
with  as  much  speed  as  the  crew  of  his  galleys  could 
possibly  make,  landed  without  the  least  obstacle; 
and  after  having,  according  to  the  rules  of  war, 
left  a  body  of  men  under  the  command  of  the  Che« 
valier  d'Humi^res  to  guard  the  ^alleys^  and  in  th« 
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tower  of  the  mole,  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  the 
body  under  his  command,  joined  those  who  were 
fighting  with  the  governor  and  the  garrison ;  when 
immediately  his  bravery  and  the  superior  number  of 
his  forces  soon  obliged  the  governor  to  take  refuge 
in  the  castle.  As  it  was  impossible  to  force  him  there 
without  artillery,  he  sent  for  several  pieces  of  can-- 
non  from  on  board  his  galleys;  but  whilst  they 
were  employing  themselves  in  fetching  it  from 
thence,  the  governor  was  succoured :  for  no  sooner 
had  he  seen  the  first  body  of  knights  in  the  place, 
than  he  dispatched  couriers  to  the  neighbouring 
cities,  and  to  the  governor  of  the  province,  to  give 
him  notice  of  the  descent  and  attack  of  the  Chris- 
tians. Happily  for  the  governor  of  the  castle,  the 
Sangiac  of  the  province  was  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops,  which,  by  Soly man's  or- 
der, he  was  immediately  to  march  to  the  frontiers 
of  Hungary,  where  the  Grai^d  Seignior  was  then 
making ^ar.  The  Sangiac,  who  was  encamped  not 
far  from  Modon,  at  the  first  news  he  heard  of  the 
enterprise  of  the  knights,  drew  out  some  troops  of 
horse  for  that  place,  where  they  arrived  with  the 
utmost  diligence,  and  were  let  into  the  castle  by  a 
gate  that  lay  towards  the  country,  at  the  same  tima 
that  the  Turkish  general  advanced  himself  at  the 
head  of  six  thousand  foot.  The  governor  of  the 
place  having  ordered  his  cavalry  to  dismount,  in 
order  to  bring  them  sooner  to  an  engagement,  sal- 
lied out  at  their  head,  and  charged  the  knights  with 
his  whole  garrison.  Though  the  prior  of  Rome  saw 
that  the  infidels  were  reinforced,  he  nevertheless 
stood  their  attack  with  the  greatest  courage;  when 
cutting  to  pieces  the  bravest  of  their  horsemen,  and 
faking  several  of  them  prisoners,  \ic  forced  the  reft 
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to  iheltet  theflii^lTei  behind  th«  feHtf«^«iM  df  tf» 
<iadtle.  Nevmhelen,  bein^  ittfctf med  by  the  fttiMberi 
he  had  taken,  that  the  San^ac  Wdttld  iilfilllibl)r  be 
At  Modon  beFote  snn  net,  and  not  having  forcei 
taough  to  make  head  against  htM,  Md  be«i^  the 
place  in  flotm,  and  as  hk  had  ntf  expected  Mcceai 
in  his  enterprise  bnt  from  th^  adv&titttg«  of  a  sdr^ 
prise,  he  B'Aw  himself,  so  contrary  td  Lift  deili»ei,  re-^ 
dttced  to  the  necessity  of  tttnrniiig  bn  board  hH 
ehipS,  which  gare  him  the  greatest  iifti<»asitiesft. 

But  beibre  he  commattdtd  a  r  etMat  tb  b«  iotittdM, 
and  baring  blocked  bp  th^  port!  of  the  castle  by  a 
good  tetrenchment,  he  abandoned  the  trhole  city  t<> 
be  plvUidered  by  the  Midlers.  Th^  rix^hest  honsefe  ill 
it  were  now  become  their  prey ;  tiay,  the  knightt 
fhemselyes,  and  the  principal  offiters,  shared  in  thii 
hot  very  honourable  though  profitable  employment. 
There  is  no  dtpressing  ^6  rithes  they  carried  oii 
ont  of  this  city ;  but  that  which  gave  the  inhabitanti 
atill  greatt^r  pain,  was  their  transporting^ -^mi  boani 
their  galleys  or  ships,  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
married  women  and  maidens,  whom  they  made  pri^ 
aoners  Atid  slaves.  Among  these  ladien  of  Modob> 
£htace  having  thrown  a  young  Turkish  wbmiitt  of 
exquisite  beauty  into  th6  hands  of  the  discount  of 
Cicak,  he  carried  her  to  Messina,  had  her  bliptiaBed, 
made  her  hlii  wife,  and  had  a  son  by  her,  Btipio  {^^ 
^ala  by  name,  whom  a  variety  of  ad  vehiures  brought 
afterwilrds  to  Ck)ti8fantinople,  whi^re  turning  Maho^ 
metan,  and  signalizing  himself  by  his  bravery,  he 
attained  to  the  dignity  of  general,  when  he  revfertgfed 
th6  Turks  for  the  sack  of  Modon.  Thfc  knightl 
abandoned  the  city  a  little  bfcfofe  sun-set,  and  em- 
barked  with  all  the  fotces,  without  meeting  wttb 
the  least  opposition,  pr  sustaihing  the  least  loss,  if 
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we  do  not  account  tKe  expense  of  that  armament  aa 
a  very  considerable  one;  which  was  not  any  way 
cbnipeiisated  by  the  plunder  of  the  city  oi  Modon, 
thai  fell  only  into  private  hands* 

The  graiid  master,  upon  the  return  of  his  galleys, 
was  informed  of  the  ill  success  of  the  enterprise, 
which  gave  hiifn  great  uneasitiess ;  hut  as  nis  cou- 
rage had  been  always  superior  to  the  most  adverse 
revolutions  of  fortune,  he  from  that  time  judged 
that  Providence  had  decreed  that  his  order  should 
settle  at  Malta,  and  thereupon  turned  all  his 
thoughts  to  the  fortifying  of  that  island,  and  to  pui 
it  in  a  condition  to  brave  the  insuUs  and  incursioni 
of  the  corsairs. 

Whilst  he  was  entirely  taken  iip  wiili  these  cares, 
BO  worthy  a  soveireign  prince,  there  happened  ano- 
ther accident,  which  put  his  patience  and  resolution 
to  a  fresh  trial.  Baltazar  Waltkiirk,  bishop  of  Malta, 
being  dead,  the  emperot  was  to  name  the  person 
who  was  to  fill  that  dignity ;  and  the  order,  pursuant 
to  the  treaty  made  with  that  prince,  was  to  propose 
three  ecclesiastics  to  him,  one  of  which  at  least  was 
to  be  chosen  from  among  his  subjects.  The  gi*and 
master  and  council  presented  to  the  viceroy  of  SU 
cily,  brother  Pontus  Laurencin,  of  the  language  of 
Au vergne ;  brother  Thonias  fiosio,  ah  Italian,  and 
vice-chancellor  of  the  order;  and  brother  Dominic 
Cubelle,  of  the  language  of  Arragon,  and  the  em- 
peroPs  vassdl.  The  grand  master,  td  recompense  io 
ihd  person  of  Thomas  &osi6  the  great  merit  of  the 
comhiander  his  brother,  and  the  importatit  services 
which  he  had  done  to  the  ordei*,  would  have  been 
very  well  pleased  that  the  empetor's  choice  had  faU 
len  Upon  him ;  and  accordingly  acquainted  the  pope 
^'ith  hia  views.  This  pontiff,  io  whom  the  coni« 
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mander  in  his  lifetime  had  been  one  of  his  privjr 
chamberlains,  and  of  whose  services  he  had  always 
retained  a  grateful  remembrance^  wrote  to  this 
prince  upon  that  subject :  and  not  only  told  his  am- 
bassador, that  he  should  think  himself  very  mnch 
pbliged  to  the  emperor,  if  he  would  declare  in  Bo-^ 
sio's  favour,  but  also  gave  orders  to  signior  Salviati, 
who  was  his  relatipn,  and  the  prior  of  Rome's  fa- 
ther, to  write  in  his  name  to  cardinal  Campejes,  who 
was  at  that  time  in  the  emperor's  court,  in  quality 
of  legate  a /a/^e,  to  be  very  earnest  in  soliciting  for 
that  nomination.  The  emperor  ^ave  a  very  agree- 
able reception  to  these  good  offices  of  his  holiness* 
and  ordered  his  ambassador,  who  resided  at  Rome, 
to  assure  him,  tha(  he  iirould  give  him  i?i  a  tittle 
time  all  the  satisfaction  he  could  wish  for,  with  re- 
spect to  the  bishoprick  of  M^i^a.  But  this  prince, 
who  never  bestowed  his  favours  but  with  the  utmost 
circumspectioii,  whether  it  were  ^at  he  intended  to 
obtain  several  others  from  the  pope,  or  that  he  had[ 
not  time  to  attend  to  this  affair,  deferred  the  nomi- 
nation of  Bosio.  But  ^t  last,  after  he  had  engaged 
the  pope  and  the  order  in  a  league  against  the  Turks, 
he  then,  and  not  before,  declared  publicly  the  no- 
inination  of  Bosio  to  the  bishoprick  of  Malta ;  when 
he  gave  the  instrument  of  it  to  the  ambassador  of 
the  order  who  resided  at  that  time  at  his  court/ 

This  minister  being  very  sensible  that  ^his  nomi- 
nation would  give  the  grand  master  no  small  satis- 
faction, dispatched  a  courier  with  the  instrument  of 
it.  The  grand  master  received  it  with  great  de- 
monstrations of  joy,  which  he  shared  with  the  bishop 
elect,  to  whom  he  gave  the  first  account  he  had  re- 
ceived of  his  nomination  to  that  dignity.  All  the 
knights  that  were  at  that  time  in  the  islaqd,  congra- 
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{iilated  one  another ;  and  as  the  poiiti^cate  and  ih6 
Empire  had  equally  contributed  td  this  election,  they 
looked  upon  that  affair  ad  happily  ended.  The  grand 
master,  in  order  to  have  it  sealed  as  it  were,  and 
<5onipletely  concluded,  would  have  Bosio  take  out 
his  bulls  himself,  and  get  himself  consecrslted  at 
tlome :  he  likewise  had  him  accompanied  by  an  am- 
bassador extraordinary,  whom  he  dispatched  to  thel 
pope,  to  thank  hitn  for  the  continuation  of  his  favour 
and  kindness  to  the  order;  and  the  ambassador  waa 
tnoreover  ordered  at  the  same  time  to  present  the 
bishop  elect  to  his  holiness. 

Both  being  arrived  at  Romd  demanded  an  au- 
dience of  the  pope,  which  they  obtained.  The  am- 
bassador, when  he  presented  Bosio,  told  the  p6pe> 
that  he  was  ordered  by  the  grahd  master  and  coun- 
cil to  thank  him  for  all  his  good  offices  with  thc^ 
emperor,  and  for  his  having  engaged  the  prince  to 
prefer  Bosio  to  one  of  his  subjects.  But  how  greatly 
was  this  minister*,  and  he  who  accompanied  him» 
Surprised,  wheti  he  heard  the  {)o|)e  utter  the  follow-^ 
ing  words:  that  the  church  of  Malta  was  already 
provided  with  a  pastor:  that  he  had  already  named 
cardinal  Ghinucci  to  that  bishopric;  that  he  could 
not  possibly  have  given  a  more  illustrious  testimony 
of  his  constant  and  unalterable  affection  to  the  or-* 
der  than  by  filling  th^t  dignity  with  One  of  the 
inost  worthj^  men  in  the  church,  and  a  cardinal  of* 
jBo  great  merit ;  that  his  eminency  was  going  to  send 
k  grand  Vicar  to  Malta,  to  take  poteession  of  that 
dignity  in  his  name;  and  thskt  he  hoped  he  would 
not  meet  with  the  least  obstacle  or  opposition  in  it. 

Though  the  ambassador  was  thunderstruck,  aa 
it  were,  with  a  discourse  which  he  so  little  expect^ 
td,  he  nevertheless  answcf ed  liitn,  that  the  grand 
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master  and  cotmcil  would  ever  paj  thehigbeit  a^*^. 
ference  and  submisflioQ  to  hi0  orders;  but^  continued 
he,  the  onlj  difficulty  in  this  affair  is  with  respect 
to  the  emperor,  whom  alone  it  concerns,  and  the 
manner  ^n  which  he  ipaj  take  so  surprising  a  change^ 
Upon  which  the  pope,  raising  his  Toice,  replied, 
**  The  ri|jht  of  providiuj^  for  that  churchj  ever  since 
^he  property  of  that  inland  devolved  to  other  owneis, 
]ias  been  lodjged  in  us,  and  not  in  Charles:"  and 
hereupon  dismissed  the  ambassador  and  Bosio,  yha 
ac(;ordingly  withdrew  in  the  deepest  vexation  of 
mind,  and  covered  with  shame  and  confusion. 

The  grand  master  himself  was  not  less  surprised 
and  afflicted.   His  constancy  wanted,  as  it  were,  no 
more  than  this  last  trial ;  but  he  bore  it  with  bia 
usual  steadiness  and   resolution.    In  order  to  get 
clear  of  so  ticklish  an  afiair,  and  to  hold  the  scales 
even  between  the  two  powers,  with  both  whom  his 
interest  obliged  him  to  keep  equal  measures,  ha 
thought  proper,  before  he  himself  took  notice  of  the 
affair,  to  see  how  the  epfiperor  would  act  in  it.  He 
indeed  could  not  possibly  have  taken  a  more  judi- 
cious  step ;  for  Charles  V.  who  found  that  his  honour 
and  dignity  were  struck  at  by  the  pope's  conduct, 
made  Bosio 's  affair  his  own.     This  prince,  though 
so  guaraed  in  all  his  expressions,  was  not  master 
enough  of  himself  to  prevent  his  resentments  from 
breaking  out.     Saugro,  one  of  his  historians,  pre-* 
tends,  that  in  the  first  emotions  of  his  rage  and  in- 
dignation he  was  heard  to  say,  that  he  had  never 
reposed  any  confidence  in  that  pope,  and  that  be- 
cause he  had  observed  there  was  always  some  latent 
craft  in  all  his  actions;  and  that  the  emperor  added, 
he  then  owned  to  his  shame,  that  he  had  been  over- 
reached in  that  affair^  which  was  owing  to  his  not 
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Iiaviiig  tnfBciently  mistrusted  the  eager  and  impor- 
tunate manner^  in  outivard  appearance,  in  w^icl^ 
the  pope  himself  solicited  for  the  nomination  of 
Bosio.     It  is  probable  that  the  uneasiness  Charles 
V.  felti  to  find  himself  bubbled  by  the  pope  in  ap 
.  art  wherein  he  imagined  he  was  so  greatly  his  su-* 
perior,  might  have  drawn  those  bitter  complaints 
fron^  him.     But  whatever  he  might  say,  which  per* 
haps  might  be  to  soothe  his  resentments,  it  appears^ 
by  the  testimonies  of  all  historians,  that  the  pop^  ia 
his  solicitations  acted  at  first  with  great  sincerity. 
His  change  of  mind  was  not  the  result  of  any  pre- 
meditated design,  but  it  is  pretended  that  t^e  only 
reason  of  the  pope's  supplanting  the  emperqr  was  to 
revenge  himself  for  his  deferring  so  long  to  nomi;* 
nate  Bosio;  and  that  in  the  uneasiness  it  gave  him, 
he  could  not  forbear  crying  out,  with  relation  to 
that  affair,  at  a  time  when  he  was  complaining  about 
it  to  some  cardinals,  "  That  when  a,  sovereign  po]|\7 
tiff  stooped  so  low  as  to  sue  and  intreat,  his  intrear 
ties  and  offices  ought,  to  be  received  ascommandf/' 
Others  maintain,  that  without  seeking  in  t^ischaqg^ 
for  such  a  refinement  of  vengeance,  of  i^^hich  hj| 
genius  was  not  over  capable,  tliis  pope  had  reflefii^d^ 
or  that  his  ipipisters  had  mfide  h^m  take  nptice,  tii^t» 
in  consideration  of  the  great  esteejm  and  credit  w^ic^ 
most  of  the  knights  enjoyed  in  all  the  courts  of 
Europe,  and,  above  all,  of  that  great  l^f-igl^t  of 
power  to  which  that  milita,ry  order  had  raised  it^elf^ 
it  no  way  suited  the  interests^  of  the  l^ly  S(^e,  tha]^ 
thp  eipperor,  and  the  kings,  of  Sici|ly,  liis.sn^ce^^prj^ 
should  reserve  to  themselves  tl^e  rigl^t  of.i^pminating 
to  the  bishopric  of  Malta,  wli^i9hg;ave  the  f)erf|fM(ip 
fo  nominated  a  privilege  of  entering  ii^tp  t|^^  cqu^i- 
cil,  and  even  the  first  seat  in  it^  aftgr  that  of.  tibf 
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grand  master ;  that  a  cunning  and  intriguing  bisnopV 
taking  his  advantage  of  the  troubles  which  fre-^ 
quently  disturbed  Italy,  might  engage  the  knights 
in  parties  opposite  to  those  of  the  pope :  in  a  word, 
that  they  ought  never  to  suffer  a  religious  order/ 
that  was  continually  inarms,  that  lay  so  near  Italy, 
and  which  had  forces  and  a  fleet  at  its  command, 
to  be  dependent  on  any  other  power  than  that  of  the 
holy  see. 

Whatever  might  have  been  his  motive,  which  wa^ 
not  without  some  foundation ;  and  whatever  instances 
the  emperor  might  make  to  oblige  the  pope  to  de- 
sist from  the  nomination  of  cardinal  Ghinucci,  this 
pontiff  was  fixed  and  immoveable  upon  that  article, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  appeared  to  be  in  the  most 
perfect  good  understanding  with  Charles  V. ;  and 
that  which  might  induce  us  to  believe  that  his  stea- 
diness was  not  the  result  of  resentment  is,  that  lying 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  in  those  precious  moments 
which  decide  our  fate  to  all  eternity,  ^nd  in  which 
all  the  passions  vanish  and  disappear,  he  sent  for 
cardinal  Caraffa,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  zealous 
adherer  to  the  interests  of  the  holy  see,  and  charged 
him  to  represent  to  his  successor,  that  he  was  obliged 
in  conscience  to  maintain  strenuously  the  nomina- 
tion he  had  made  of  Ghinucci.  But  as  the  last  de^ 
sires  and  intentions  of  even  the  most  absolute  mo- 
narchsare  generally  buried  with  them  in  their  graves, 
Paul  III.  who  succeeded  Clement,  having  received 
letters  from  the  empf^ror,  written  in  the  most  ur^ 
gent  terms,  and  being,  moreover,  desirous,  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  private  interest,  with  respect  to  his 
family,  to  keep  in  favour  with  so  powerful  a  prince; 
he  resolved  to  give  him  satisfaction.  Accordingly 
they  began  to  treat  of  the  a£&ir,  when  an  expedient 
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^as  found  out  to  reconcile  the  interests  of  the  two 
competitors.  Bosio,  after  having  prosecuted  his 
9fiair  for  three  years  together,  and  spent  immense 
sums  in«the  court  of  Rome,  and  in  suing  for  the 
emperor's  favour,  at  last  obtained  his  bulls,  but 
upon  condition  of  paying  the  cardinal  an  annual 
pension  of  nine  thousand  livres ;  and  the  emperor, 
who  imagined  he  was  obliged  in  honour  to  make 
Bosio  enjoy  the  bishopric  of  Malta  in  all  its  latitude, 
since  he  had  procured  it  for  him,  in  order  to  indem- 
nify him  for  the  pension,  gave  him  an  abbey  in 
Sicily  of  the  like  value.  Notwithstanding  that  this 
affair  was  not  ended  till  the  pontiBcate  of  Paul  III. 
A.  D.  1536,  I  imagined  myself  obliged  to  antici- 
pate the  conclusion  of  it  for  the  sake  of  the  reader, 
to  prevent  our  being  obliged  to  return  to  the  same 
incident  by  digressions,  which  often  confoond  and 
interrupt  the  thread  of  the  narration. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  steadiness  and  resolution 
which  Clement  had  displayed  in  maintaining  the 
nomination  of  cardinal  Ghinucci,  had  not  any  way 
cooled  the  zeal  he  had  discovered  against  the  infi- 
dels. Accordingly  he  joined  a  good  number  of  his 
galleys  to  those  of  the  emperor ;  and  writing  a  briefs 
cpuched  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  to  the  grand 
master,  this  prince  immediately  put  to  sea  the  great 
carrack,  with  the  galleys  and  ships  of  the  order  for 
his  quota.  We  may  justly  afiirm,  that  the  order 
did  not  want  these  exhortations  from  the  pontiff,  to 
induce  it  to  put  to  sea  these  armaments :  for  the 
linights,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  their  institution^ 
and  out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  they  had  re- 
ceived fron>  Charles  V.  were  always  ready  to  fur- 
ijish  him  with  the  most  powerful  succours,  whenever 
y^r  was  to  be  made  against  the  in&delf.   Tbert 
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i^ere  few  tiigiigemtnu,  as  Will  be  ^een  In  the  ac- 
qnel,  either  in|  Agia  or  Africa,  wh^l-ein  the  standards 
of  St.  John  were  not  seen  wiving*  in  the  Ismpeiror'i 
Ariny. 

August  the  8th,  this  Bqtiadroh  joined  the  empe< 
ror'a  fleet  commanded  hj  the  ftmous  Andrew  60- 
fii,  Prihce  of  Melphi.  That  of  the  Turks,  consistr 
ing  of  sevfchty  sail,  ikras  at  that  time  in  the  gulf  of 
Larta,  or  de  la  Prevesa.  Doria,  ita  his  cburse,  met 
«ath  sikty  VeiletiaH  galleys  near  Xante;  when  he 
j^toposed  to  Tincent  Capello,  a  ndble  Vehetian,  who 
was  general  of  them,  the  joining  of  their  fleets, 
after  which  they  should  force  Gallipoli,  and  carry 
their  artais  ai  far  as  Cofastantinople,  which  they 
inrould  find  drained  of  its  ordinary  garrison ;  Soly- 
m&n,  he  said,  haviilg  drawn  it  from  thence  to  re- 
inforce the  army  which  he  commanded  in  person 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Hungary.  But  the  Venetians, 
ifhtS  were  so  very  careflil  not  to  give  any  umbrage 
ib  the  Turkft,  that  they  often  suffered  themselves  to 
be  itisulted,  without  daring  so  much  as  to  resent  it, 
^icused  themselves  from  sharing  in  this  enterprise^ 
by  siyitig,  that  they  had  promised  the  grand  seig- 
nior td  be  neuter  in  this  war.     The  Christian  fleet 
beihg  at  that  time  between  the  islands  of  Sapienza 
dnd  Moddn,  they  proposed  the  besieging  of  the  lat- 
U)r.    The  prior  of  Roine  and  the  knights  declared 
themilelves  folr  that  opinion,  who  would  have  been 
tery  glad  to  attempt  by  open  force,  the  conquest  of 
A  place  which  they  had  failed  to  surprise  the  year 
before.  But  the  soldiers,  who  had  little  else  for  their 
pay  but  what  they  might  get  by  plunder,  dis^ 
covered  the  iitmost  reluctance  for  ihat  enterprise  ; 
aiid  did  not  scrujple  io  say,   and  that  publicly 
#iif<m|h,  ibM  they  ^odld  ddt  expose  then:  lives  ir 
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a'ttlickiiig  80  strong  a  place,  ivhich  the  knights  hKd 
gleaned  so  thoroughly  the  year  before,  that  they 
had  left  nothing  to  indemnify  the  irictorious  for  all 
their  toil.  The  council  of  war  thought  themselves 
obliged  to  wink  at  discourses,  which  they  would 
have  puilished  had  the  soldiers  been  duly  paid;  aiid 
thereupon  resolved  upon  the  diege  of  Coron,  a  place 
whose  fortifications  were  much  weaker  than  those 
df  Mddon,  and^hich  was  not  above  twelve  miles 
distant  frotii  it  by  land. 

Coron  or  Cbronsi  the  ancient  Chmronea,  the  country 
of  Plutarch,  that  great  philosopher  and  celebrated 
historian,  is  situated  to  the  left  of  Cape  Gallo,  and 
is  in  the  fbrm  of  a  scialene  triangle,  or  that  whose 
sides  are  unequal :  one  of  the  angles  looks  towards 
a  craggy  rock,  the  other  ttt^o  are  seen  from  the 
gulf  of  Coron,  virhich  serves  almost  as  a  port  to  the 
tower;  but  these  angles  are  not  washed  by  the 
waves,  and  one  may  easily,  by  coasting  along  them^ 
go  round  this  fortress,  which  was  surrounded  with 
tl  wall  built  after  the  antique  fashion,  of  nd  great 
strength,  but  flanked  with  sit  towers  of  ancient 
structure. 

*  Doria  having  taken  a  view  of  its  situation,  Idnded 
his  troops,  &fter  which  he  brought  up  his  galleys^ 
and'placed  them  behind  his  high  built  ships,  parti<< 
cularly  the  great  cartack  of  the  order,  which,  firing 
over  the  galleys,  beat  dovirn  mdst  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  place.  The  artillery  of  thoscf  ships,  and 
.  two  batteries  which  they  had  raised  on  shore,  bav-^ 
ing  made  a  wide  bteach,  the  count  of  Sarno,  and 
MendoEa,  colonel  of  a  Spanish  regiment,  were  com-  ' 
inanded  to  attempt  a  storm,  which  accordingly  they 
did  with  the  utmost  bravery ;  nor  did  they  meet 
Vrith  less  courage  in  the  Turks,  who  killed  thre« 
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"WoffffdedjiB.  .m^pht  gjr^ater  nuaiben    Thf  pri^^rs  of 
Rome,  ai94,A9.y^rfl;qf,  ^ho  advanced  to  their  sue- 
tour,  siij^^i^d.  t^eif  pljicef:  they  we^e  botfa^  come- 
from  on  bofird.thp  ^reajt  carrack,  at  th^^hf^  o£ 
two  hoodre^i  ,k^jghtf(,.  and  &ve  hundred  soldiers  ia 
the  order's,  pa^,     Thj^  secqii^  .asiafiM  •  waf  ^ f iiU  ar. 
bloody  as  ,th«,  fii;^     UAhappfiy  for  thf  bosiegOMy 
ihpir  Iad49iy,wer^  to9.8horVfor.the  height  of  the 
walls,  so  that  the  knights  were  forcedt  in,  order  to 
ga|i>,  the.  tqp.^of  th^.  br^achf  to  catch  hold  of  .the 
wal)^  and^  clipibit,hy<main,8lrength  of  theuha^dr^ 
and  feet. 

In  this  :dis{idii^ai^Ue^otts  sitafttion,  th?y  fouMd 
theTT)(^ly^,^e^ptQsejl,.to  the;  fir^.of  the. sn^iU-anns^ 
m^^  ann{\y^d  by  the;,crosik:)i«\Krs.;  nor  wf ^4  atoiMp^ . 
fir^-w/^rk^,  ait4  scalding  oil  sparged  on  t1\ipiOQcwi^9^ 
Great  numbers  pf  them  lost  their  lives  by.  tiiiese  di& 
ferent  weap9ps;.  but, as  they  had  all  taJ^fip^a  resobi-: 
tiop  9f .  beii]£,  cut  to  piepes.^t  the  feet  of  thp  wallr« 
rather  than  give  oy.er.th^  stprm^  after  having  caUed 
09. th^  nanp^  of  St.jlohn^.which  waf  th«r  wat^b- 
word,  they  pushed  forward  with  so  much  fury^.antf 
crovd^.fo  )raft;9ne  ,upon  »^qi^h»r»  that  they  ntlaat 
lifted  up  ^hfi^foxfJn^09k,to  .the  .top  of  the  breach^ 
wh^n  they  made  t2iie«i§el,ves  maftter^of  it>  and  planted 
the  great  flitftndafd  of  th^  ord^riipoa  U^  The  armies*, 
both^fit  pea.and.lapdf  gaye^ja^ont  of  joy  at  sigh* 
of  this  signal  of.  viptpry..  Thesp  acclamationa  ii^ 
duq^d  thj^.,be4ieged^.to  believe,  that  the  Christian* 
were  masftfw  qf  the,plaoe;;  vppo  which,  such  (tf  the 
inhabitants-  as.  w«re.,8tiU  intr«iuji^jn  difierent  . 
parts  of  thfi  cityj  .and  ^he  garrison. of  rhe  castle, 
hung  put.a  white:  flag,  whi^h  was.  soon  followed  by 
It  capitalatiQn. ,  Xh^  native:  Tvrks  and  their  house* 
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^en^  fsp&red;  h^tlhdBe  of  <be  JeVs  Wifre  liliaindbndl 
^o  the  6oldier9.  After  thte  Ddrtb  tv'eht  afid  IbesiegM 
f^dtrds,  yifiihh  fie  ttfok ;  (it  thfc  ^Mie  time  thilt  fHe 
ng^llejs  oftlieord^r  ihUfffetliremteTye^tiia^fei's  of  tlfe 
"caattle  of  Ardhiel  and  tflhet  ^rtl  tftbkfi^d  m^g  iVt 
^coait,  which  made  Imt  V^y  tifitle  t4$\HAice.  Aft«r 
this  tekpedition^  as  the  witit»r  Svt^  a^fyi'dft&hitig,  tife 
dil^^rerit  squadlrons,  of  %hich  Itite  €htl9t?«n  fleet 
iffM  'cdn]|)dsed»  ureparated,  and  rfe'tif €d  Mo  Iheir  rt^ 
ilpectire  ports. 

The  year  foHowing  the  TuVks,  Who  did  Wt  cart 
to  be  Idsets,  raised  a  poWerfbl  arnffitti^nt  to  rtedV^ir 
Coron;  and,  as  sooti  as  the  seAsoii  )^'M*hiitted  them  t6 
keep  the  sea,  a  famous  corsair,  named  The  Rioor; 
by  Solyman's  order,  blocked  np  that  )$Iac6  with 
&tLT  great  g^alleys,  at  the  same  iiMe  that  ^ifothef" 
Turkish  general  besieged  it  by  ISnd. 

Doria  was  no  sooner  infbrnied  6f  their  de&i^hS^ 
than  lie  Immediately  put  to  beft,  and  Was  reidfbrc^tt 
by  the  pope's  gall^y^j  add  thbise  ttf  tfils  ord8^,  Com- 
manded by  the  prior  of  Rom^.   The  Christian  HeH 
advanced  in  good  otder  against  the  iilfidels ;  the  sol^' 
diers  called  out  aloud  for  battle;  but  Doria,  wh<i 
had  as  much  bravcty  ils  e*f)eri^c^;  whether  it 
were  from  prudential  motit^^;  ot  iii  orde t-  ttt  peri>e;* 
tuate  himself  in  the  conimatld,  ^VM  ^Voided  doififailf 
to  a  decisive  battle;  and  used  fr^^enffly  to  Hfi' 
that  he  never  Jored  tor  bfe  in  i^b^  eh^agemetrftf 
wherein  fortune  had  a  ^r^at^f  sh^Tre  thSfi  the  cbM^' 
duct  of  th6  general.  All  he  dm^M»  #«»;  to  thY6# 
succours  into  thef  pUteie,  ^nA  ilfCirWarHi  ie&ri :  v^i^ 
tM#  view  he  ptac^ed  fbt  great  <^ari^*6K  M*  Mifltf  at 
the  head  of  his  fle*t,  fr6m  whenctf,  ^  from  a  foH  or 
<Hadel,  he  mauted  ihe  tuVks  ]!i¥(Ali^iUusly.     Hi' 
then  gate  oi'ieM  fo'^^^apfAils  iiiA!^?^i'  iioSit^' 
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diate  command,  to  take  adTantage  of  the  fire  a^ 
smoke  during  the  engagement,  to  run  several  barka 
full  of  soldiers  and  ammunition  into  the  "place;  but 
this  deiign  vfM  so  ill  executed,  that  these  small  Tea- 
sels were  suddenly  surrounded  with  the  Turkish 
galleys.  On  this  the  Christians  were  seized  with 
a  panic ;  some  threw  themselves  into  the  main  bodj 
of  the  army ;  others,  who  got  ashpre,  imagined  they 
shpuld  more  easily  avoid  the  fury  of  the  infidels 
by  throwing  themselves  into  their  boats;  but  they 
prowded  in  such  great  numbers,  a|id  with  such  vio- 
lent precipitation,  that  they  sunk  to  the  bottom* 
find  thus  hastened  thejr  death  by  eudeavouriog  tq 
fly  from  it. 

The  Turks  having  thus  become  masters  of  parf 
of  the  convoy,  fell  afterwards  upon  the  great  shipa. 
The  combat  was  now  become  general ;  galleys  at^ 
tacked  galleys,  and  ships  en^^ountered  ships*  Doria 
on  one  side,  and  the  prior  of  Rpme  on  the  other* 
come  up  to  the  assistance  pf  such  as  were  most 
briskly  attacked;  their  presence  inspire?  the  soldiers 
with  fresh  courage,  and  restores  order  in  the  fleet. 
Fortune  SQon  shifts  sides;  the  Christians  recovet 
th^ir  small  vessels,  take  several  frpm  the  Tfirks; 
and,  moreover,  those  infidels  having  thrown  them-r 
selves  sword  in  hand  into  a  ship  belonging  to  thq 
order,  and  being  already  masters  pf  the  qpper  deck* 
another  Maltese  ship  comes  up,  which  disengages 
that  belonging  to  the  order,  and  inaking  th^ 
assailants  prisonerf,  loads  them  with  the  very  chains 
which  they  had  designed  for  those  kpights. 

In  fine,  this  vast  crpwd  of  masts  begins  to  tbiq 
by  degrees;  the  great  noise  becomes  less  stunning 
by  the  death  of  some,  and  the  flight  of  others.  The 
yjictoriouf  Doria  throws  proyisipns  ipto  Corpn^  sf t| . 
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«iil  a^in,  pursaes  the  iiifideb,  and  seeks  for  fresh 
opportonities  to  immortalize  his  name. 

The  squadron  of  the  order  being  recalled  by  the 
grand  master,  separated  from  the  body  of  the  Chris- 
tian fleet,  and  returned  into  the  ports;  Malta,  Tri- 
poli, the  coasts  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  being  equaliy 
threatened  by  Barbarossa,  captain  of  the  corsairs  of 
Barbary, .  who,  with  eighty-*two  galleys,  scoured 
those  seas,  and  carried  terror  and  dread  into  all 
those  places,  without  any  one  knowing  where  th« 
storm  would  fall.  As  the  old  city  of  Malta  was  but 
poorly  fortified,  and  the  town,  where  the  convent 
resided,  was  commanded  from  several  places,  and^ 
as  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo  was  the  only  place  it 
could  retire  to,  the  council  was  of  opinion,  that  they 
should  leave  only  three  hundred  knights  to  defend 
it;  that  the  grand  master  should  retire  into  Sicily^ 
and  transport  thither  the  convent,  the  relics,  the 
church  ornaments,  and  the  records  and  treasures  of 
the  order.  But  that  generous  old  man  bravely  re- 
jected this  advice,  saying,  '^  I  have  never  yet  fled 
from  the  enemies  of  the  cross,  and  the  world  shall 
never  see  me  set  so  bad  an  example  to  all  my  reli- 
gious, only  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  remains 
of  a  languishing  life.''  Upon  which  he  immediately 
sent  a  hundred  knights>  with  some  companies  of 
foot,  into  that  tower,  which  is  called  the  Notable 
City ;  and  raised,  as  quick  as  possible,  and  as  well 
as  the  time  would  allow,  several  advanced  works  to 
Die  tower  of  the  town.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  by  the  grand  master's  orders,  took  up  arms: 
and,  that  the  relics  and  records  of  the  order  might' 
be  out  of  danger,  he  sent  them  to  Sicily,  where 
they  were  preserved  with  the  greatest  care.  Hav- 
l»^  thp  takepi  all  th^e  prudent  iiieasare«»  he  waited 
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,wtth  4be  Qtmcift  refOtotion  4he  %mm9id[  Hie  Sip*- 
barians :  bat  their  general  teok  asotber  js^ttne;  he 
returned  to  Africa^  whece  he  amde  Mne  efforti* 
which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

During  tUsintenral  whicb  the infidek  aUowed^ 
ihe  grand  oaaater,  who  attwded  4U  mich  -to  the 
|Hre«enration  of  ftrict  dkciftlitte  as -to  theidefetioe  af 
(the  9t9te,  took  -the  advantage  of  fummoniiig  a  ge<^ 
naral  chapter.  Since  the  km  of  Ehodrg,  and  darings 
(Ave  WfMe  of  eight  yeen^  «i  which  ihe  order^  dcati* 
tnte  of  a  aetfled  babitatii»B»  bad  wandered  np  and 
down  in  fleveral  places^  serttsd  abuiefl  had  crept 
into  their  eonatitntioa,  which  he  thmight  fit  to  re- 
medy. The  knights,  nm  their  first  arriTal  at  Malta^ 
bad  accommodated  themsehres  in  separate  houses^ 
bi  different  quarters  of  the  town,  and  other  placea 
in  the  island,  in  opposition  to  the  cnstom  of  the  or< 
der,  and  that  which  had  been  observed  at  Rhodes, 
where  there  was  one  quarter  of  tiie  city,  called 
G>llachio,  which  was  inhabited  by  the  knights  only, 
aod  where  none  of  the  laity  were  allowed  to  dwell. 
The  grand  master,  in  concert  with  the  chapter,  re-* 
atored  so  prudent  a  regulation  in  Malta;  so  that  all 
the  knights  were  obliged  to  have  their  dwellinga 
near  his,  and  under  the  eye,  as  it  were,  of  so  exact 
ind  vigilant  a  saperior.    It  was  from  the  same  spi« 
lit  of  religion,  that  they  forbade  the  wearing  of  toa 
pompous  habits,  so  opposite  to  that  modesty  andr 
siaipUcity  which  diines  with  so  asuch  lustre  in  a 
MUgioui;  and  sa  far  did  they  carry  the  severity  of 
this  vegnlation  against  every  thing  that  had  tbe^ 
Icaft  air  of  a  vain  and  ostentatious  distinction,  as  ta^ 
ferhid  ^U  such  comnMinderf  as  ware  grand  erossca 
to  nfioar  them  ant  of  Malta;  and  tiiey  were  not  aU 
lowed  ta  9iom  tbenMelvea:With  them,  but  m  that 
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From  these  particular  regnlations  they  proceeded 
to  the  most  important  affairs  of  ^vernment  The 
chapter,  in  a  body,  caused  the  treaty  made  witb 
the  emperor,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  the 
order  in  the  island  of  Malta,  to  be  represented  ta 
them,  and  confirmed  it  by  a  solemn  apt.  They  ad<* 
mit  the  appeals  from  the  common  council  to  a  full 
council,  that  is  to  say,  into  which  they  admitted, 
besides  the  great  crosses,  two  of  the  most  ancient 
knights  of  each  language ;  but  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  appeal  fr6m  this  last  council  should  have  no 
raspennve  efibet,  and  that  the  sentences,  which 
should  be  pronounced  from  this  tribunaU  should  be 
executed  but  by  patent  only,  notwithstanding  tho^ 
appeal  to  the  general  chapter. 

As  the  order  was  involved  in  very  great  ex«» 
pences;  as  it  maintained  six  or  seven  gall^s,  with- 
<mt  reckoning  the  high-built  ships  and  brigantinet; 
as  it  kept  forces  in  the  idand  6f  Malta,  of  Goza  and 
Tripoli,  in  its  pay;  as  they  were  obliged  to  support 
the  people  who  had  c<hne  with  them  from  Rhodes,  > 
and  to  bttild  a  city  andean  inifirmary,  the  chopter- 
thougfat  proper  to  augment  the  responsions  upon  the  - 
commandries  of  the  order;  and  they  beiought  the 
grand  master,  whom  they  knew  to  be  entirely  dis- 
interested, to  continue  the  care  he  took  of  the  ad- 
ministratioii  of  the  revenue. 

The  chapter  ended  with  this  lastregulition;'  the 
essembling  of  ^Mch  trould  have  been  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  order,  had  not  a  disorder  broke  out 
towards  the  conclusion  of  it,  or  a  little  after,  in 
which  some  of  the  languages  ei^agtng,  came  to 
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blows,  slnd  raised  a  tumult  and  a  scandal,  whtcfi 
^ve  the  highest  uneasiness  to  the  grand  mastery 
and  to  the  whole  body  of  the  order. 

The  subject  of  this  quarrel  arose  from  a  private 
dbpute,  which  happened  between  a  Florentine  gen-» 
tleman,  a  layman,  one  of  the  prior  of  Rome's  do- 
mestics, and  a  jroung  French  knight,  nephew  to 
the  commander  Servier,  of  the  language  of  Pro- 
vence. They  fought,  and  the  French  knight  was 
slain.  The  uncle  of  the  deceased,  who  pretended 
that  the  Florentine  had  used  foul  play  in  the  duel^ 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  friends,  and  went  in 
search  of  him;  when  having  met  hinU,  attended  in 
like  manner  with  some  other  gentlemen  of  the 
prior's  dependents,  they  fell  upon  them,  wounded 
several,  and  obliged  them  to  fly  for  their  lives,  and 
take  sanctuary  in  the  palace  of  their  patron. 

This  nobleman,  who  was  immensely  rich,  a  kins-', 
man,  and,  as  others  say,  nephew' to  the  pope,  and 
general  of  his  galleys  and  those  of  the  order,  had 
no  less  than  threescore  persons,  who  were  either 
lay-gentlemen  or  Italian  knights,  in  his  sertice. 
These  immediately  armed,  and  rushed  out  to  re-* 
venge  their  countryman;  and  without  making  any 
distinction  between  the  languages  of  France^  fell 
with  the  utmost  fury  upon  all  such  Frenehmen  aa 
they  met :  they  killed  some,  wounded  several  others/ 
and  raised  a  private  quarrel  to  an  open  and  declared 
war  between  the  two  nations.     The  knights  of  the 
languages  of  Auvergne  and  of  France,  amazed  and 
enraged  at  such  an  insult,  joined  themselves  to  those 
of  Provence.   The  whole  nation  met,  and  united  aft 
the  house  of  the  chevalier  de  Bleville,  in  order  to 
take  vengeance  for  that  outrage.  But  the  assembly, 
before  they  carried  their  reseatments  to  a  greatei 
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height,  sent  deputies  to  the  grand  master  to  sue  for 
jtistice  from  his  hands.  Accordingly  the  grand 
master  informed  the  prior  of  Rome  of  their  com- 
})laints,  and  ordered  him  at  the  same  time  to  punish 
the  guilty. 

Salviati,  proud  of  his  being  related  to  the  reign- 
ing pontifi;  and  who  looked  upon  himself  as  another 
grand  master^  contented  himself  with  putting  the 
most  criminal  of  his  gentlemen  tmdef  an  arrest^  on 
hoard  his  admiral  galley,  and  sent  word  to  the  in- 
jured languages^  to  acquaint  them  that  he  would 
do  them  justice  after  he  had  inquired  into  the  affair^ 
thinking  this  sufficient  satisfaction.  This  haughty 
manner  of  proceeding,  so  opposite  to  the  genius  of 
so  nohle  a  republic,  the  several  members  of  which 
thought  themselves  upoii  the  same  level,  rekindled 
the  resentments  of  the  French  knights.  The  prior'^ 
Answer  appeared  to  them  to  be  no  more  than  a  mere 
evasion,  and  purposely  calculated  to  elude  their  just 
(Complaints;  and  they  did  not  so  much  consider  the 
seizing  of  the  criminals  in  the  light  of  an  imprison- 
ment, as  a  mean^  which  that  prior  made  use  of  to 
Screen  them  from  the  authority  of  the  laws,  the  ju- 
Hsdiction  bf  the  council,  and  the  judges  bf  the  or- 
der :  insomtich,  that  without  coAsultiiig  either  them- 
tecflves,  the  order,  or  the  duties  of  true  religious, 
they  rushed  out  Wdl  armed,  threw  themselves  intc^ 
the  prior's  galley,  made  themselves  masters  of  it, 
aiid,  in  the  rage  of  their  resentment,  stabbed  four 
of  the  priot*8  gentlemen  who  were  tinder  an  arrest, 
Ivho  had  either  killed  or  wounded  their  coitipanions; 
ftnd  proud  of  the  shameful  honour  of  a  revenge  so 
unworthy  of  their  ptofession,  they,  after  this  san- 
guinary execution,  bame  from  on  board  the  admiral 
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galley^  ag  it  were  iu  triumph^  and  retired  to  their 
respective  inns. 

The  prion  exasperated  at  the  massacre  of  his  geiir* 
tlemen,  called  all  the  knights  of  the  language  of 
Italy  about  him,  and  by  his  emissaries  gained  over 
to  his  interests  the  two  languages  of  Spain*  viz. 
Arragon  and  Castile,  who  declared  in  his  favour^ 
and  came  armed  to  his  assistance.  The  French,  who 
were  still  iu  a  body,  hearing  of  this  confederacy, 
issued  from  their  inns,  and  advanced  to  the  prior's 
house  in  search  of  their  enemies;  these  plied  them 
with  their  musket-shot,  and  were  answered  by  as 
brisk  a  fire.  A  disorder  like  thb  had  never  hap- 
pened in  the  order  ever  since  its  foundation;  there 
was  a  dreadful  tumult  in  that  quarter  of  the  city : 
in  vain  the  grand  master  ordered  them  to  retire; 
no  command  was  obeyed;  no  obedience  was  shown ; 
discord  reigned  in  every  quarter  of  the  city ;  each 
party  oheyed  no  orders  but  such  as  fury,  or  the 
transports  of  a  mad  passion  inspired.  They  conti- 
nued to  fire  on  all  sides ;  and  the  prior,  having  sent 
for  some  pieces  of  artillery  from  on  board  bis  gal- 
leys, the  French  on  their  side  brought  a  piece  of 
cannon,  which  they  levelled  against  his  palace  gate, 
in  order  to  beat  it  to  pieces:  and  night,  which  was 
coming  on,  heightened  the  disorder  and  confusion. 
The  grand  master,  vexed  to  the  soul  to  see  his 
knights  fighting  against  one  another,  was  for  going 
out,  and  trying  whether  his  presence  might  not 
have  the  power  to  check  the  mutineers.  But  the 
council,  fearing  lest  this  venerable 4»ld  man,  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  in  the  midst  of  so  dread- 
ful a  tumult,  should  happen  to  be  wounded^  con- 
jured him  to  remain  in  his  palace,  and  sent  in  hia 
iteadj  at  the  head  of  the  garrison  of  the  castle,  tha 


Digitized  by 


Google 


than  his  dignity.  This  nobleman,  artfully  mixing 
just  reproaches  with  the  softest  and  most  engaging 
expressions,  brought  both  parties  to  hear  him ;  aftep 
which  he  obliged  them  both  te  lay  down  their  armg. 
They  all  now  dispersed ;  the  night  calmed  their  fury 
and  animosity,  and  shame  and  confusion  arose  with 
the  dawn.  But  the  grand  master  did  not  think  pro* 
per  to  su£fer  the  authors  of  a  tumult,  that  gave  so 
ill  a  precedent,  to  go  unpunished ;  and,  according 
to  Bosio,  they  threw'  into  the  sea  some  of  the  most 
headstrong  and  stubborn,  who  refused  to  acknow* 
ledge  their  crime,  and  were  capable  of  perpetrating 

I  fresh  ones  and  renewing  the  sedition. 

^  How  just  soever  ^his  chastisement  might  be,  the 

grand  master  was  as  much  conaemed  at  the  ponishT 
ment  he  had  been  obliged  to  inflict  as  at  the  crime. 
This  threw  him  into  a  fit  <of  sickness,  when  he  la- 
mented, as  the  greatest  misfortune  that  had  ever 
befallen  him,  the  having  survived  the  loss  of  Rhodes, 
only  to  be  a  melancholy  witness  of  the  violence  and 
rebellion  of  his  religious.  The  fear  of  worse  still  to 
come,  the  pride  and  haughtiness  of  his  knights,  dis*  . 
g^iised  under  the  name  of  courage ;  and  the  luxury 
and  effeminacy  of  others,  the  unhappy  fruits  of  the 
most  criminal  passions,  which,  in  spite  of  liis  exam-r 
pie,  and  the  severity  of  his  discipline,  had  already 
crept  into  the  order:  all  these  circumstances  united 
threw  this  great  man  into  a  deep  melancholy ;  he 
now  only  languished  away  the  poor  remains  of  life, 
and  the  melancholy  news  he  continually  received 
from  England,  the  consequences  of  which  he  forer 
saw  would  be  fatal  to  the  order,  brought  him  insen& 
|ibly  to  his  grave. 
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•  Henry  YIII.»  ms  wis  already  observed  wlhe  ainik ' 
book,  then  reigned  in  that  island.    This  prince  had 
married  Catharine  of  Arragon^  the  widow  of  hia 
broker  Arthnr,  prince  of  Wales,  (having  obtained  . 
a  dispensation  from  pope  Julins  IL  to  that  purpose, ) 
and  bad  qow  lived  eighteen  years  with  the  qoeen 
bis  wife,  in  the  sweetest  unipn  and  most  perfect 
harmony,  when  an  inordinate  passion  for  a  yoang 
English  lady  raised  some  scruples  in  his  mind  wiU^ 
r€q>ect  to  the  validity  of  bis  marriage ;  and  as  if, 
in  the  midst  of  the  transports  of  his  passion,  his  can^ 
poience  hf^d  been  tottphed,  he  At  hut  n^ade  use  of  it 
i|s  a  pretext  to  justify  his  divorce  with  the  qneen. 

This  princess,  being  possessed  of  yery  few  charms, 
the  too  dangerous  attractions  pf  Amm  BuUen  easily 
persuaded  Henry  that  the  dispensation  was  not  va- 
lid ;  he  was  a  king,  and^  therefore,  did  not  want 
f  itber  servile  courtiers,  or  mercenary  karaed  men, 
who  flattered  him  in  his  error.   The  afiair  was  car-^ 
fieA  to  Rome,  and  before  the  pope's  tribunal ;  the 
steady  refusal  of  Clemen^  YII.  to  approve  the  pre^ 
tences  for  his  divorce,  fnade  this  imperioiis  and  pa»^ 
sifmate  prince  rebel  against  the  ai|thorfty  of  the  holy 
fee.  As  he  found  he  would  never  obtain  the  favour 
he  so  earnestly  sped  for,  he  determined  to  do  with- 
out it;  and  he  imagiQed  that  he  shoqld  soonest  ef- 
fect it,  by  abolishing  the  authority  of  the  ponti^ 
in  his  dominions.    He  went  farther;  ^r,  in  concert 
with  the  parliament,  which  he  had  the  dexterity 
to  make  a  party  in  this  affair,  he  invested  himself 
with  that  spiritual  power,  and  was  not  ashamed  to 
make  himself  be  declared  the  supreme  head  of  the 
phurch  of  England  by  act  of  parliament,  in  order 
to  free  himself  from  the  obligation  of  submitting  tO| 
Uie  judgment  of  the  visible  head  pf  tbe  nuif  ersal 
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(church,  which  refftfed  to  dtsaBite  what  God  'hai 
Jdned  together. 

Kenry  9  once  00  wise  and  undentandmg  a  prince^ 
but  now  hurried  away  by  the  transports  of  his  pat^ 
sion,  persecuted  with  the  utmost  cruelty  dl  irach  of 
hifl  subjects  as  refused  to  adore  the  vain  phantom  of 
his  supremacy.    Prelates,  ecclesiastics^  reiigioufl* 
laymen,  all  lost  their  lires  for  refusing  to  rabscribe 
to  the  double  divorce  he  had  just  made  with  the 
catholic  churchy  and  Catharine  of  Arragon,  his 
lawful  wife.    The  crime  of  high-treason,  which, 
jandel*  evil  princes,  is  often  the  crime  of  the  inno? 
cent,  supplied  all  those  pretences  which  were  want- 
ing to  bring  them  to  destruction.   The  parliament,' 
which  Henry  had  artfully  prevailed  upon  to  be  the 
minister  of  his  passions,  proscribed  the  illustrious 
Pole ;  a  man  more  distinguished  by  hb  piety  and 
his  profound  erudition  than  by  his  royal  extraction^ 
which  he  drew  from  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  brother' 
to  Edward  IV. 

The  king  of  England  had  eagerly  sought  his  ap- 
probation, and  endeavoured  to  induce  him  to  write 
in  favour  of  his  errors ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  moved 
either  by  the  promises  or  menaces  of  this  prince :  he 
represented  to  him,  with  the  greatest  steadiness  and 
intrepidity,  the  injustice  of  his  new  pretennons. 
This  prince,  who  was  ambitious  of  the  reputation  of 
being  a  lover  of  truth,  while  he  wished  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  never  hearing  it,  could  not  pardon  him 
this  liberty.  Pole,  that  he  might  not  be  exposed  to 
his  resentment,  withdrew  to  Rome,  when  the  pope 
took  him  under  his  protection,  and  honored  the  sa- 
cred college,  by  raising  him  to  the  dignity  of  a 
/cardinal. 

Henry  imputed  thif  fnmaeQt  title  to  him  »  # 
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crime ;  he  set  a  price  upon  hb  head ;  and  it  is  aa« 
parted,  that  he  would  infallibly  have  been  assaad^T 
nated  by  certain  banditti,  whom  the  king  of  £A^ 
land  tia4  hired  for  that  purpose,  had  net  the  pope» 
who  revered  the  shining  qualities  of  the  English 
cardinal,  given  hjin  guards  to  prevent  any  such 
attempt  Pole's  disgrace  ^as  fatal  to  his  whole 
house:  Margaret  Plantagenet,  countess  of  Salis? 
bury,  his  mother;  Uenry  Pole,  lord  Montacute^ 
his  brother;  Henry  C!ourtney,  marquis  of  Exeter, 
his  cousin,  being  accused  of  holding  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  new  cardinal,  lost  tbeir  lives  upoi^ 
e  scaffold.  The  king,  ever  extreme  in  his  revenge, 
extended  its  effects  even  to  young  Courtney,  who 
was  son  to  Henry.  He  indeed  was  ashamed  to  pu^ 
a  child  to  death ;  but  then  he  threw  him  into  the 
Tower,  where  he  buried  him  in  prison,  for  fear  he 
should  one  day  attempt  t^  revenge  his  father's 
death. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  executions,  the  protestants^ 
though  they  disowned  the  authority  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  did  not  meet  with  better  treatment.  Henry, 
who  was  an  enemy  to  eyery  kind  of  novelty  that 
was  not  of  his  own  creation,  from  an  unparialleled 
qnd  vyrhimsical  kind  of  cruelty,  burnt  all  such  here- 
tics, and  hanged  those  catholics  who  dared  to  ad- 
here publicly  to  the  holy  see.  The  major  part  of 
the  co|irtiers,  being  doubtful  of  the  prince's  religicm^ 
had  none  themselves  but  his  will.  Both  catholics  as 
well  as  protestapts,  concealed  their  religion  as  a 
crime;  so  fhat  nothing  but  a  rebellion  against  thet 
see  of  Rome  could  be  openly  discovered  with  impu**-^ 
i)ity.  This  was  the  idol  of  the  court,  and  the  only 
means  of  maintaining  one's  self  in  it.  The  king,  to 
rfyepi^e  himself  upon  the  reli^ipus^  who  per^eyere^ 
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in  the  obedience  that  was  due  to  the  holy  see,  gayo 
Up  their  possessions  as  a  prey  to  his  courtiers :  but 
these  very  possessions,  which  had  been  so  very  un- 
justly acquired,  plunged  them  insensibly  from  schism 
into  heresy.  Many,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  his  son, 
in  order  to  obviate  the  making  of  so  necessary  a  re- 
stitution, embraced  the  opinions  of  Lnther  and  Cal- 
vin; and,  at  last,  the  most  useful  opinion  appeared 
to  them  to  be  the  truest  and  most  genuine. 

The  commanders  and  knights  of  Malta,  devoted 
in  a  particular  manner  to  the  see  of  Rome,  and  who 
acknowledged  the  pope  to  be  their  first  superior, 
were  not  exempt  from  this  persecution.  But  as  this 
order,  being  partly  composed  of  the  prime  nobility^ 
was  powerful  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  prior  of 
St.  John  of  London  had  even  a  seat  in  parliament, 
in  quality  of  first  baron  of  England,  he  suspended 
the  proscription  of  the  individuals,  and  the  entire 
suppression  of  the  order,  till  such  time  as  he  had  got 
it  authorised,  which  he  afterwards  did,  by  act  of 
parliament  In  the  meantime,  there  was  scarce  one 
indirect  persecution  but  he  made  them  sufifer,  the 
greatest  part  of  them  being  arrested  upon  various 
pretences,  or  at  least  the  revenues  of  their  comman- 
dries  seiEed.     Such  as  could  escape  the  malice  and 
cruelty  of  his  ministers,  and  foresaw  the  fatal  con- 
sequences of  the  schism,  abandoned  all  their  posses- 
sions, and  withdrew  into  Malta,  where  they  came 
without  any  certain  fund  for  their  subsistence.  The 
grand  master,  like  a  good  father,  supplied  all  their 
wants  with  the  most  extensive  charity,  and  endea- 
voured to  administer  consolation  to  them,  of  which 
he  himself  stood  in  equal  need.     A  Christian  king, 
thus  persecuting  an  order  which  had  deserved  so 
well  of  all  Christendom^  coropltted  the  measure  of 
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that  ieries  of  niMfortixnes  he  had  latbonred  tndef 
Stiring  his  grand  mastership.  Being  no  longer  able 
to  bear  np  nnder  them^  he  fell  aick^  \irhen  a  violent 
f^Teri^oon  conamned  the  small  remains  of  life  he  had 
left;  and  accordingly  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  hiir 
knighta,  who  were  so  dear  to  him^  on  the  Sflst  of 
Avgnst,  1564.  Thus  died  a  prince,  so  highly  de- 
•erring  for  his  uncommon  bravery,  for  his  heroic 
constancy,  and  for  the  wisdom  and  mildness  of  his 
government;  virtues  which  he  possessed  in  a  most 
eminent  degree,  and  which  they  aftenihirds  endea* 
vonred  to^represent  by  these  few  words,  which  were 
tngraTen  on  his  monument: 

itKRB    LIES    VIRTVlt*: 
VICTORIOUS    0t£R    FORTUffE. 

Brother  Peter  du  Pont,  of  anilluitrioue  hoitse  of 
the  county  of  Ast,  descended  of  the  ancient  lord»  of 
Lombriac,  and  of  Casai-Groa  in  Piedmont,  and 
bailiff  of  Santa  Euphemis  in  .£alabria,  succeeded! 
Villiers  de  Plsle  Adam.  He  was  at  that  'time  in 
his  bailiwick;  and  1m  merit  and  virtues  were  his 
oidj  recommendation.  He  was  an 'anoieM  knight, 
•4if  very  grave  aad  scfvere  morals,  a  ttrict  oi»erver 
«f  regtthar  diaciplihe;  add  his- election  is  a  mamfeffe 
•fsrooft  that  if,  through  die  calataity  of  the  times, 
the  statutes  might  hate  been  executed  witii  less 
•etaotiaesB  thaa  formerly,  yet, 'nevertheless,  inaf^ 
'£iirs  of  moment,  and  particularly  in  the  election  of 
fprand  nfaaterpy  all  the  kaigfats  at  that  ^lime  con- 
aulted  only  their  conscience,  and  that  meiit  alonef 
carried  all :  their  voioet. 

Thomaa  Bosia,  tbe  bi8hap>of  Malta  elect,  was 
aetttby  the  counoil  to  the  grand  master,  to  carry 
him  the  instrameat  of  his  election.    No  sooner  wtf9 
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the  news  brought  to  him,  than  he  burst  Into  te 
and  would  willingly  have  been  excused'  from 
cepting  so  great  a  dignity ;  but  an  unhappy  pi 
of  intelligence,  which  he  received  by  a  fresh 
press,  determined  him  at  once,  and  hastened 
departure*.  They  had  since  dispatched  the  cheya 
Gesvalle,  to  give  him  advice  of  the  revolutions  t 
had  jUst  happened  in  Africa,  and  in  the  kingdon 
Tunis,  which  Barbairossa  had  seized  upon,  and  tl 
this  formidable  corsair  threatened  Tripoli  wilt 
riege.     The  new  grand  master  went  immediate 
on  board,  and  arrived  in  Malta  on  the  10th  of  ]^ 
vember.   His  first  cares  were  to  send  a  power 
succour  to  Tripoli ;  but' although  they  should  ha 
transported  thither  all  the  forces  of  the  order,  h( 
brave  and  intrepid  soever  the  knights  might  I 
they  would  not  have  been  capable,  with  four 
five  galleys  only,  to  make  head  against  Barbaross 
who  wai9  master  of  two  such  powerful  states  as  A 
giers  and  Tunis,  and  who,  moreover,  in  quality 
basha  of  the  sea,  and  grand  admiral  of  Soljina 
had  an  hundred  galleys,  aiid  upwards  of  two  hui 
dred  vessels  of  different  bulk  under  his  command 
He  wasi'brother  to  Horruc,  or  Horace  Barbaross; 
both  of  them  famous  for  iheir  bravery  and  foftun 

These  two  corsairs,  though  both  born  among  th 
dregs  of  the  people  in  the  city  of  M^telene,  wer 
not,  however,  of  obscure  birth.  From  their  youtl 
and  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  bear  arms,  the; 
gave  some  marks  of  their  courage  and  ambition,  i 
acoufing  together  the  seals,  with  only  a  single  bri 
gantin^,  which  was  all  their  fortune. 

Aii/intrepld  bravery,  a  happy  success  in  their  at 
tempts,  and  a  number  of  considerable  prizes,  in- 
crtased  their  reputation  and  strength.   They  eithei 

▼OL.  II.  3  T 
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bought  or  got  ships  and  galleys  built^  made  up  4 
little  fleet,  and  gained  over  other  pirates  to  their  | 

standards,  who  acknowledged  them  for  their  leaders  | 

and  generals.  Neither  ambition  nor  riches  could  dis-*  I 

unite  the  two  brothers  :  Horruc,  who  was  the  elder, 
fisld  indeed  the  principal  command,  but  Airadinhadt 
as  much  authority  in  his  absence ;  tli^y  were  equally 
brave,  equally  cruel,  resolute  corsairs,  and  called 
themselves  friends  of  the  sea,  and  enemies  to  all 
those  who  sailed  on  that  element :  they  fell  upon 
Mussulmen  and  Christians  without  distinction,  and 
by  carrying  on  the  trade  of  thieves  and  corsaiis, 
learned  insensibly  that  of  conquerors. 

There  was  now  nothing  wanting  to  complete  their 
fortune  but  their  being  masters  of  a  port,  to  carry 
their  prizes  into;  when  the  war  that  broke  out  be-* 
tween  Selim  Eutemi,  prince  of  Algiers,  aind  his 
brother,  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  gratifying 
tliemselves  in  what  they  wanted,  by  declaring  for 
one  of  those  princes,  and  afterwards  crushing  both : 
for  Horruc  being  received  in  Algiers  in  quality  of 
Itn  ally,  made  himself  master  of  it;  when  getting 
Eutemi  strangled,  uho  had  called  him  to  his  assis^ 
tance,  his  troops  proclaimed  him  king  of  Algiers; 
and,  in  order  to  establish  his  conquest  by  a  power- 
ful protection,  he  paid  homage  for  it  to  Solyman, 
emperor  of  the  Turks,  and  made  himself  tributary 
to  him.  He  afterwards  took  the  cities  of  Circella 
and  Bugia,won  the  kingdom  of  Tremezen,  of  which 
Algiers  had  formerly  been  a  part,  and  gained  seve- 
ral advantages  over  the  Spaniards,  who  had  under-^ 
faken  the  defence  of  the  king  of  Tretnezen,  their 
vassal.  But  as  the  fate  of  arms  is  doubtful  and  un^ 
certain,  he  was  besieged  in  the  capital  of  his  king- 
dom ;  when,  after  a  stubborn  defence^  the  artillery" 
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of  the  Spaniards  having  reduced  the  fortifications 
of  that  place  to  ashes^  and  being  unable  to  holdout 
any  longer,  or  resolve  with  himself  to  capitnlate,  h# 
endeavoured  to  escape  with  his  treasures  by  a  sub* 
terraneous  passage,  that  ran  as  far  as  the  plains. 
The  marquis  of  Gomara,  governor  of  Oran,  who 
commanded  at  the  siege,  having  notice  of  his  ilightt 
pursued  him  very  close. 

Barbarossa,  in  order  to  retard  the  pursuit  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  to  gain  time  to  reach  the  deserts,, 
scattered  at  certain  distances  as  he  fled,  gold,  sil- 
ver, and  rich  stuffs.  But  nothing  was  able  tb  sus- 
pend the  pursuit  of  the  Christians,  who  fell  upon 
him  at  the  brink  of  the  river  Huexda,  so  that  ha 
was  now  obliged  to  fight.  Barbarossa  stood  his 
ground ;  the  despair  he  was  in  of  escaping  out  o£ 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  heightened  his  courage^ 
and  the  sight  of  inevitable  danger  banished  all  fear 
from  his  breast.  He  rushed  with  fury  into  the  midst 
of  the  Christians,  and  killed  several  officers  with  his 
own  hand ;  but,  after  all,  as  the  odds  were  very- 
great,  the  greater  number  prevailed,  and  Barbai^ 
rossa,  being  surrounded  on  all  sides,  fell,  with  fif* 
teen  hundred  men,  who  had  accompanied  him  in 
his  retreat,  who  were  all  cut  to  pieces.  His  brother 
Airadin,  with  the  name  of  Barbarossa,  took  upon 
himself  the  title  of  King  of  Algiers,  and  afterwards 
associated  with  two  famous  pirates,  who  were  his 
lieutenants ;  the  one  of  them  named  Airadin,  a  na-^ 
tive  of  Caramania,  and  who,  for  his  fury  and  cruel« 
ty,  was  called  Devil-driver;  the  other  corsair,  a  M«^ 
negado  Jew  of  Smyrna,  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Sinan.  These  three  corsairs  were  the  terror  of  all 
the  Christian  coasts,  and  subjected  as  it  were  the 
l^ieditenranean  finder  their  empire.  Bevtl-driyer, 


S12  HiiToiiT  or 

not  contented  with  the  ptizc9  he  daily  in«4e  at  sea» 
vras  desiroas,  after  the  exadple  of  Barbarossa^  and 
perhaps  to  withdraw  himself  from  his  authority*  to 
pettle  himself  in  an  independent  state.  Accordingly 
he  furprised  Tagiora,  of  jy^^ich  mention  has  he^n 
piade  in  the  beginning  of  this  book*  made  himself 
master  of  it,  advanced  with  his  squadron  into  the 
port,  and  had  the  vanity  to  get  himself  proclaimed 
|Ling»  A.  D.  1532. 

^ut^ih  order  to  appear  to  the  world  still  associated 
frith  Barbaroflsa»  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave  him 
l^oticff  of  his  new  conquest,  he  pfi^  homage  to  him 
)[oj  it*  and  protested  that  he  would  ever  adhere  in- 
;}riolabl7  to  his  interests.  Barbarossf*  ^^ofigh  offended 
with  .^he  ambition  of  his  lieutep^^t*  nevertheless 
^^ought  it  t^e  wisest  part  to  dissemble  an  ii^ury 
w|)ich  he  copld  not  revenge  without  weakening 
^limself ;  he  therefore  received  Airaidin's  homagei| 
and  congratulated  hipi  on  his  conquest.  Airadin 
iinc^ing  every  thing  was  secure  with  respect  to 
AlgierSj  ^ade  inroads  into  the  territory  of  Tripoli. 
A  war  now  broke  out  between  the  Jinights  an^  this 
Iiew  prince.  He  took  from  them  two  brigantines 
belonging  to  the  prdef ;  he  obliged  the  inhabitanti 
of  Gien^or*  bis  neighbours,  to  break  the  alliancf^ 
and  ,the  treaty  which  they  had  made  with  Tripoli ; 
i^nd  to  keep  ti^e  knights  as  it  were  invested  in  tli^ 
^lace,  he,  in  spite  of  all  their  opposition,  raised  a 
lower  or  castle,  since  called  The  Toyrer  of  ^Icaide, 
»t  the  dt9tance  of  cannon-shot,  whcire  nothing  90ul4 
fiome  in  or  go  out  of  the  port  of  Tripoli  but  it  waf; 
imn^ediatejy  4ifpoyered. 

'  Muley  ^aacenf  a  Mop]:i8h  prinp.e^  king  of  Tunis, 
ijirho  ^rea^ed  the  ambition  and  Ui^igt^VPArhQQd  ^ 
l^e  Turk,  made  a  partioulftr  in^m^f  wit|j^  t^e  ^ 
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ytraor  of  Tripoli  ^gfiiQ^t  ]^\\q,  A.  p.  1531,  fii^^  re^ 
jK^Ted  to  drive  this  qorff^ir  from  hi^  neyr  ,con<)ueat 
before  he  could  have  tinie  to  i^trcjngthen  himself  ia 
.it.  With  this  view  he  raised  a  considerable  bp^y  of 
forces,  most  of  whftjn  vere  ATO|>ifin  peasi^nts^  and 
the  knights  furnishing  him  with  a  train  of  artiU$iry» 
he  besi^ed  Xa^iara.  J^ut  Mfhe^h^r  jt  was  owing 
to  thp  valour  f\pd  l|raycry  qf  ^ji'^din^  QT^^hp  HWjiiJ- 
/uln^ss  ojT^ascen's  ^enerjS)lSi  th^t  prinqe  yf^$  obliged 
tp  r^ise  the  p^eje,  af^^l  ^o  ^Wfil^J  ^ftl^^^^JV^^!  *^  ^}^ 
o^n  4e(ence,  thfl^e  %ces^whi<}h  |ie^^4rwd  ^o 
^tack  his  f^mi^|.  ^ 

Hascen,  of  ivhom  |[;^e;ntioiK  ^  no.^  W^A^t  was  son 
<Q  ^i?ley  Maj^opp^et,  .)vho  h^4  thjirtjr-fqi;r  cbildi;^ 
by  fieye|!al  wivep.  4U^^4gI^  ^?*^y  W^^  ^'^^  ^^.^  §® 
)s  asserted,  o^  %t  ^east  q^ie.c^  tl^e  y9.\^f^^st,  his  ,1119- 
tW*  f  hp  WW  pt^o^biy  ^|i^  |avoprite  s,\^ltane8S,  h^d 
so  great  ^  ^^cen^nt  ov^^r  Mfi^omet,  as  to  obtain ' 
a  c^eclaratiop  from  him  in  %yQ^  of  her  son^by  whicb 
he  appointed  him  bis  a^ccc^r.  Tt^is  amhitiouB 
woman,  to  prevent  him  cbaji^pg  his  resolution^  got 
him  i^ijq^e^ately  poji^^ed.  This  crime  was  the  £rst 
step  by  yrhicb  H^cefi  ^c^ded  to  t^e  throne;  aiyl 
in  9rdgr  to  maintain  ^imself  ip  it,  he  either  murdered 
or  put  out  the  eyes  of  tjl^e  greatesdt  part  of  his  bro- 
^l^ers  £^nd  nephews.  Ajra,f^hid,  who  was  one  of  the 
eldest  9f  bis  brothers,  escap^e^  ^^ :  this  pr^ce  fl^ 
,to  Algiers  for  r^uge>  an4  i/nfJoijed  tho  pi;oteetiari 
i^  J^arba];9s^,  th^e  cor^ir,  y/j^o^  h9ping  to  o^ake  ad- 
ysfi^ge  air  their  ^vig^^jus,  gave  hiip  a  favourable 
jeccption;  he  even  pi;omised  lum  a  powerful  suc- 
cour, but,  at  the  same  time,  gave  him  to  understand, 
ihat  a^be^^s  the  grand  seignjipr's  officer  as  weU 
as  ys^ssal,  bi?  cofil4  not  ei{gag/e  in  that  enterp^fe 
.^itM  btf  lf»lfj  tot  jtitMIt  Uie  wojild  »^W  P  fio 
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urifh  him  to  Constantinople,  he  did  not  donht  hut 
that  great  prince,  and  the  whole  divan,  would  ap- 
prove of  a  war  so  just  in  itself;  the  several  advan- 
fages  of  virhich,  as  well  as  the  ease  with  which  it 
might  be  carried  on,  he  promised  to  represent  to  his 
highness. 

The  Moorish  prince,  who  was  now  at  his  last 
dilfts,  gave  himself  entirely  up  to  his  counsels. 
Barbarossa,  who  had  his  priyate  views,  carried  him 
to  Constantinople;  where  being  arrived,  the  perfi- 
dious corsair,  in  a  secret  audience^  which  he  ob- 
tained of  the  g^nd  seignior,  represented  to  him^ 
^hft  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  him,  by  the 
help  of  the  pirty,  and  the  intelligence  which  Aras- 
chid  held  in  Tunis,  to  seize  upon  that  city  and  the 
whole  kingdom,  ai)d  to  annex  it  afterwards  to  his 
empire.    Solyman,  ayaricious  of  glory,  and  eager 
'to  extend  the  bounds  of  his  empire,  was  pleased 
with  his  reasons.    Accordingly  he  issued  orders  for 
the  fitting  out  an  extraordinary  armament  in  all 
his  ports;  so  that  it  was  not  long  before  they  pnt 
to  sea  ninety  galltes,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred 
vessels,  laden  with  ammunition  and  land  forces. 
The  grand  seignior  showed  Araschid  the  greatest 
kindness,  who,  at  the  sight  of  so  formidable  an  army, 
flattered  himself,  that  he  should  re-enter  Tunis  in 
triumph.  But  when  they  were  just  going  to  embark, 
Solyman  had  him  arrested  in  the  seraglio;  and  the 
whole  was  executed  with  so  much  secrecy,  that, 
when  they  wt  sail,  the  whole  fleet  imagined  this 
unfortunate  prince  was  on  board  the  admiral,  and 
in  the  general's  galley. 

This  corsair  had  no  sooner  set  sail  from  Constan- 
tinople, than,  the  better  to  conceal  his  design  from 
the  king  of  Tunis,  he  stood  for  the  coast  of  Italy^ 
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nvag«d  the  Coasts  of  Apulia  and  Calabria,  spread 
the  terror  of  hi«  arms  in  Naples  and  Gaeta;  and 
after  haying  ransacked  the  towns  and  villages, 
made  slaves  of  a  numberless  multitude  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  left  the  most  dreadful  marks  of  his  fury 
in  all  places,  he  went  through  the  Pharo  of  Messi- 
na, made  the  same  cruel  havoc  along  the  coasts  of 
Sicily,  drew  near  to  Cape  Passaro,  as  if  he  had  in- 
tended to  make  a  descent  there,  and  afterwards 
turned  short  towards  Africa,  when  he  landed  near 
Goletta,  and  gave  out  that  he  brought  back  Ara^ 
chid.  Then,  in  order  to  procure  the  favour  of  the 
garrison  of  the  fort,  he  saluted  it  with  a  discharge 
of  his  artillery  without  ball;  and  having  sent  an 
officer  into  the  place,  to  demand  of  the  governor  for 
whom  he  held  it,  the  aga  answered,  "  We  are  the 
servants  of  events;  and  we  shall  keep  the  place  for 
that  party  in  whose  favour  fortune  shall  declare 
herself,  and  for  that  prince,  of  the  several  compe- 
titors, whom  she  shall  make  king  of  Tunis.'' 

Barbarossa,  who  was  not  ignorant  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  place,  it  being  the  key  of  the  king- 
dom, dispatched  a  messenger  to  represent  to  him, 
that  the  grand  seignior  had  sent  him  to  place  the 
lawful  heir  upon  the  throne  of  Tunis ;  that  he  had 
orders  to  attack  and  cut  to  pieces  all  such  as  should 
oppose  him  in  it :  that  he  might  satisfy  himself  with 
his  own  eyes  how  formidable  that  prince  was,  and 
whether  he  was  able  to  make  head  against  him. 
The  person,  who  was  entrusted,  with  this  negocia- 
tion,  managed  it  so  artfully,  and  knew  so  well  how. 
to  intermix  promises  with  his  threats,  that  the  go- 
vernor, perhaps  bribed  also  by  considerable  sums 
of  money,  delivered  up  the  place  to  the  corsair, 
whoi  leaving  a  strong  garrison  in  it,  advanced  into  . 
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the  pdftt  df  i*aTif8.  Thid  city,  the  caplAl  ot  a  Sihj^- 
dotii  df  the  samfe  name,  is  situated  oil  the  cpait  of' 
Barbary,  t6  thcl  nottK  of  Afric?!,  between  Tripdii' 
And  Algiers,  at  tht!  point  df  tlie  ^ulf  of  Goletia,  ancf 
two  miles  from  the  Atediterranesln,  fVom  whence 
one  might  discover  ihi  ruinA  of  the  famous  Cartlidge. 

Tfhe  city  o^  Tdliifl'  id  said  to  have  consisted,,  at' 
that  time,  of  upwards  of  t\«^ehty  thoilsdnd  hdWcfi, 
and  ^*ad  peopled  in  proportion;  but  then  it  ^ab' 
barely  u^alled,  ^ittiotit  any  fohificatiohs;  aiid^s  it 
was  doihtnarfded  from'  several  place?  on  the  west 
8id<^,  ib'wHolis  slri^rigtK  lay  ih  tlii^  cdstlb,  lind  tlie 
number  of  iti  inhabitants. 

Upon  the  afip^oach  of  Barbaros6a^s  arniy,  ahd  thfe' 
re|56rt8  tbdy  s^r^aS  of  priUce  Araschid  beihj^'at'thef 
head  of  the  Turtsi  the  people,  wh6  are'  ever^  i^get 
for  a  chaiig4^  ofm&ters,  aiid  often  ruined  tHereoy, 
rose  and  tddl^  up  arms.  lYascen,  \i\io  vtAi  afraid' 
they  would'  afb^ndbn  him,  canie  duV  of  iSLk  c^asfle, 
endeavoured  to  (Juell  thd  seditioii,  abd  reniifided 
the  riiiiiineirs  of  the  fidelity  wKIch  ttie^  haH'  sworn 
to  him;  ahd'  ih  ord^r  to  dra'w  thetd  over  to  tiim, 
stMped  sd  \o^  ^  to  ihake  even  th6'  mo^t  grbvelliiig 
criti*'eatied.  Bbi  whether  if  wcffe Yroifi  ari  a))b6Wen6*e 
of  HiigbTfetrnberit;  or  from  compaMiolK  for  Arkschld, 
b^cabse  ht  was' unhappy,  tlie  people  rejected  \ni\i 
lo^kd'cdes,  and'even  Ailtb'  contempt,  atltb'fe'  remdn* 
atrancei'aYid'eiifteati^  the'  king'  (SoiiXd  matie;  b6 
that'  thifl^  p^hce,  fb'arif)^'  tH^y  Mn\h*  alt^iiipt  i\> 
,inurdef  hlnf,  or'dfeHver  Kitt  liff  t6' hU  eri*%,  ifh- 
mfediatl^Iy  l^rt'  th'e  city,  Wiiti6tfi  ^'mii'dfx  M'  oA^ie 
gohtgb^dckirito  ttie  cdstl^,  o¥  i^aVly t A^^' o^ hV tirea- 

MaHtiot,  in  hU  Dlsirifitibii  of  Afrl^V  relatK 
that  tbaVprihce  bid  o^'^^d  tc^b'Wi)  ihA  m  the  ^iit 
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bDnfusioni  which  the  approach  of  his  enemies,  and 
the  revolt  of  his  subjects,  had  thrown  him  into^ 
when  he  went  down  from  the  castle  into  the  citj, 
he  had  forgot  a  red  velvet  purse,  wherein  were  two 
hundred  diamonds  of  an  extraordinary  size,  and  of 
inestimable  value. 

He  had  no  sooner  left  Tunis  than  the  inhabitants 
opened  the  gates  to  his  enemies,  when  immediately 
Barbarossa  entered  at  the  head  of  nine  thousand 
Turks,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  castle  and 
the  principal  posts  of  the  city*  The  inhabitants  re- 
ceived him  at  first  with  the  highest  testimonies  of 
joy;  but  when  tbey  saw  Araschid  did  not  appear, 
they  began  to  mistrust  the  corsair,  notwithstanding 
his  telling  them,  that  he  was  confined  on  board  his 
galley  by  sickness ;  and  the  fraud  being  at  last  dis-- 
covered,  the  inhabitants,  instead  of  taking  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  Solyman,  as  he  required  they  diould 
do,  openly  detesting  the  corsair's  treachery,  took 
up  arms  and  fell  upon  his  troops,  in  order  to  force 
him  to  quit  the  city.  But  they  had  to  contend  with 
a  captain,  who,  being  a  perfect  master  of  the  arts 
of  war,  had  foreseen  this  revolution.  Barbarossa,  to 
awe  the  people,  commanded  the  artillery  of  the 
castle,  of  which  he  was  master,  to  be  set  a  roaring ; 
and  his  soldiers  made  so  furious  a  discharge  of  their 
muskets  upon  the  inhabitants,  that»  in  order  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  massacre,  they  were  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge the  grand  seignior  for  their  sovereign,  and 
Barbarossa  for  his  viceroy. 

This  corsair,  as  skilful  as  he  was  valiant,  after 
having  employed  his  arms  with  so  much  success  to 
keep  the  people  in  subjection,  endeavoured  to  gain 
over  the  principal  inhabitants  by  gentleness,  and 
the  most  engaging  afiability.   He,  by  their  meanS/ 
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made  an  alliance  with  the  Arabiali  peasilntt,  tfeiikjl 
Upon  moift  of  the  cities  that  were  higher  tip  thr 
country,  pnt  ^arrifions  into  them,  and  having  de* 
iermined  to  ilii'iden  a  canal  to  make  Tuni^  a  port; 
and  to  put  it  m  a  condition  to  receive  ships  of  the 
^reateat  burden,  he  employed  the  Chri'stian  slaver, 
of  whom  he  bad  mote  than  twenty  thousand  in  the 
city,  ih  that  work,  who  opened  the  canal  of  6rolettiiv 
ttrhich  runs  from  the  sea  into  the  lalte  on  which  thr 
city  of  Tutris  is  sitnated. 

Such  was  the  state  and  condition  of  the  coasts  of 
Africa,  and  the  provinces  bordering  upon  Tripoli^ 
H^hen  the  grand  master  arrived  at  Mklla.  TUir 
prince  Juatly  considered,  that  it  would  be  impossHillr 
ior  the  knights  to  maintain  theraselvea  in  TtipoH' 
without  the  assistance  of  forces,  and  a  power  supe* 
Tior  to  that  of  the  order.  Charles  Y.  was  the  onljfr 
sovereign  in  Europe  whom  this  enterprise  of  Bdi^ 
barossd  would  any  way  concern;  nor  was  any  other 
able  to  oppose  it.  Hb  had  just  reason  to  fear,  lest 
this  formidable  corsair,  after  so  many  conquests, 
should  endeavour  to  seize  on  the  kitigdbms  of  Naples 
and  Sicily,  which  would  afterwards  give  him  the 
possession  of  Malta :  so  that  the  grand  master,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  council,  sent  the  commander 
Ponce  of  Leon,  a  grand  cross,  to  the  emperor,  ill 
quality  of  his  ambassador,  to  solicit  him  to  send  such^ 
an  army  to  Africa  as  might  be  capable  of  maintaiii- 
ing  the  knights  in  Tripoli,  and  of  putting  a  stop  to 
the  surprising  progress  of  fiarbarossa. 

The  emperor  received,  at  the  same  time,  and  on 
the  same  subject,  another  embassy  from  Mutef 
Hascen,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  renegadb  Ge« 
noese,  named  Ximaa,  who  was  captain  of  his  guards.' 
This  renegado>  seeing  his  master  dethroned,  and 
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H^moLtAmj  hcgies  le^  of  being  ^\e  to  recoirer  hit 
.cjowiv  advised  him  to  have  recourse  to  Cliarlea  Y.^ 
^ipriiice^o  whom,  iie  ^id«  Barbarossa  -ws^s  odiow, 
.a^d  wJio  «ro|ild  thmk  it  yerj  hpnqurable  for  him 
^restore  a  monarch  to  his  kingdom  who  had  be^ 
,M  unjastljr  deprived  of  it. 

j^lMcen  eatrnsted  the  execfUioa  ^  tfiis  projedt  4p 
jthe  iiuthor  of  it  Accordiugljr  the  Genaese  went  to 
J^drid,  aiid  obtained  an  aadienc^e  of  the  emperor, 
'who,  fearipg  leet  an  arttempt  should  be  -made  ou 
Naples  find  Sicily,  gave  a  favourable  hearing  ^ 
Aio^h  ambasfadorfl.  The  affair  w^i^froposed  in  conn- 
xil,  and  after  its  being  canvassed  befpre  the  empe- 
^ifMT  by  his  n^inisters  and  his  most  able  .generis,  it 
.W9Ji  resolved,  that  the  emperor  shpnld  carry  his 
ar^s  into  Africa^as  well  to  secue  the  kingdoms  of 
.Naples  -and  Sicily  against  ^ny  invaaioa  that  thj^ 
kinj^  of  Algiers  might  make,  as  the  passage  of  thp 
jSpanish  seas  into  Italy,  where  «ot  so  much  as  a 
.txadingor  passage  vessel,  through  dre/id  of  the  cor- 
<9airs,  durst  appear,  without  ruf^j^ng  the  risk  pf 
being  taken. 

Charles  Y.^  seemed  to  be  well  satisfied  with  this 
jresolution ;  but  before  he  eiu|^oyed  force,  this  prince, 
;who  was  the,  greatest  politician  of  his  age,  and  who 
^ten  drew  greater  advantages  frpm  his  acucret  qer 
^ociations  than  his  arms,  .endeavored  tp  bribe  Bar- 
^Imrossa,  and  to  draw  him  off  fjcom  Soljman.  Ac- 
^(iordiBgly  he  ^tiwited  Lewis  Fex»fgf4e^  another 
iSenoese,  with  the  whole  lukajifgef^iit.  of  tl^  in** 
itrigue.  The  .emperor  having  privately  furpyj^hed 
^fji.wHh  a  ;tradiug  vessel,  he  wentif^ith  it  to  Tii^- 
g^Sj,  under  pretence  of  traffic,  cairi^in^jit  the  same 
time  credentials*  wl)ich  invf^ted  him  jvjth  the  <;ha^ 
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traduced  i5  Barbarossa  upon  a  different  pretence, 
he  showed  him  his  credentials^  and,  pursuant  to  his 
instructions,  proposed  to  him  the  concluding  of  a 
private  alliance  with  Charles  V.;  and  at  the  same 
time  ofi^red,  in  the  name  of  that  prince,  to  assist 
him  in  acqi|iring  the  absolute  dominion  of  all  Afri- 
ca, provided  he  would  engage  himself  to  hold  af- 
terwards so  glorious  a  monarchy,  and  render  it  tri- 
butary to  the  crown  of  Spain.  By  a  second  instruc- 
tion, directly  opposite  to  the  first,  this  agent  had 
orders  to  confer  as  secretly  as  possible  with  certain 
inhabitants  of  Tunis,  whose  names  had  been  given 
him,  and  whom  Hascen's  ambassador  had  represent- 
ed as  inclining  to  favour  his  master's  interest,  to 
sound  theni,  to  assure  them  of  the  speedy  return  of 
that  prince  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  to  exhort 
them  to  take  up  arms  in  his  favour,  as  soon  as  he 
should  appear  at  the  gates  of  their  city. 

But  as  this  minister  was  for  parrying  on  two  ne: 
gociations,  of  so  different  a  natui'e,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  soon  suspected.  Xbe  whole  intrigue 
was  discovered ;  and  Barbarossa,  without  regardin||; 
the  rights  of  nations,  caused  the  ambassador  to  be 
strangled.  The  emperor,  seeing  it  would  be  impos^ 
sible  to  succeed  by  the  way  of  ne^ociation,  resolved 
to  try  what  open  force  could  do.  Accordingly  h^ 
sent  Hascen's  ambassador  back  to  his  master,  to; 
assure  him,  that  he  himself  would  march  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  in  order  to  restore  him  to 
his  throne;  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  wrote  to  the 
grand  master  by  an  express,  to  give  him  notice  of 
his  design,  and  to  invite  the  knights  to  join  him  ii| 
an  enterprise,  which  might  be  of  great  advantage 
to  them  with  respect  to  Tripoli. 

^he  gri^nd  master  no  sooner  received  this  leff ^ 
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ihan  he  communicated  it  to  the  counci 
was  resolved,  that  the  order  should  fomii      i 
ships  for  that  expedition.as  it  could  posa      | 
Accordingly  the  knights  put  to  sea  t 
largest  and  best  equipped  galleys,  witi 
brigantines,  all  well  armed;  not  to  m 
great  carrack,  which  alone  was  more  f     i 
and  did  more  service  in  this  expedition,  th 
squadron.    A  considerable  number  of  kni     i 
on  board  these  different  ships,  and  each  k 
ried  two  brave  soldiers  along  with  him,      i 
servants.     The  commander,  Aurelio  Bot    ! 
ancient  sea  officer,  was  named  for  gene 
separate  fleet,  and  Anthony  de  Grolee,  titi    i 
of  Lango,  was  to  command  the  carracl    i 
land-forces. 

Barbarossa,  whom  the  designs  of  the    ! 
princes  could  not  possibly  escape,  providi 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  provisions,  s 
all  the  corsairs  of  the  Levant  about  him,  i   \ 
Algiers  as  many  forces  as  were  there,  and  d 
several  ambassadors  to  all  the  petty  kings  ( 
to  implore  their  assistance,  and  to  represeni  I 
that  the  loss  of  Tunis  would  infallibly  dra 
that  of  all  Barbary.     His  money  did  mor 
than  the  eloquence  of  his  negociators ;  an( 
some  considerable  sums  to  be  distribute 
the  chiefs  of  the  Arabians,  he  by  that  n  i 
tained  from  them  fifteen  thousand  horsen  i 
not  valuing  who  they  fought  for,  expoi  i 
lives  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  made  a  mercem  i 
of  war.    As  for  Charles  V.,  he  had  got  to  | 
powerful  fleet,  consisting  of  near  three  I 
sail,  with  twenty^five  thousand  infantry,  i 
thousand  horse  on  board,  not  to  men^on  a  i 
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wMe  nmnfter  «f  w^nUtn  of  differaat  Mti«pi«  aiMi 
of  the  fim  iuHuiei  of  Emope,  who  »<eiie4«»iraiiiaf 
0ig«aU«ing  tbesMelvet  is  4he  |pr«fODo^^«9  crtM 
ISO  evperer. 

The  general  rendearoQi  WI90  «t  Ae  ipprft  cif£i^ 
liifi«  n  citj  of  SftrdkMf  «ot  above  tft;^^  k>ag<ai 
tf«llMtfrMi^the«aMfcof«Afcio«.  Xhe  rgy nrwrhwr 
inp  reeeiTed  IbereinfiMroeBieiiU  frott  the  fope  m4 
the^ider  of  MmIU,  »H  oat  fvMD  itheiic^  oo  Ikhe  13th 
«f  Jme^  153<l  and  eafelj  airi^ed  M  Porto-Farioo^ 
andttttdy  called  Dtiea^  a  ci^  fampoiia  iht  Aoaun 
hiitory  for  the  death  of  the  jm»ger  Cate*  It  ie 
nid  that  BarbaroMi,  when  he  heat d  that  the  em*- 
pemr  commanded  his  army  in  peiMQ^  said  to  the 
afficfera  who:weie  ahout  hjmu  "  If  this  prince,  who 
has  hitherto  seldom  made  war  bnt  by  his  lieutenants, 
ahottid  acqnire  in  Aia  campaign  the  only  honouf 
that  is  now  wantini^  to  complete  his  glory,  wemnst 
naslipe  with  ^flMselves  to  lose  tb»t  wbich  we  haff 
aoqoifed  willi  the  price  of  our  blood/' 

This  pirate,  who  fiBluDftlly  imag*Md  -that  the 
CbrisMans  would  b^in  their  eaterforise  by  attacks 
ingfthe.fort  nof  <jioletta,  had,.for  that  reason,  thMwa 
into  it,  mx  thonsand  of  :tbe  bravest  Xnrks  in  bis 
whole  army.    These  were  commanded  by  Airadin 
asidiSinan  Ahe  ^ew,  the  twa  famow  conBaira  abovev 
I,  an  whom  Barbatossa  bad  ^epqiKd  the  mt^ 
iOonficbence.    He  at  the  same  time  sent  4he 
Maotiberofhis  generals,  withthMTty* 
tfmnsand  Moors  or  Arabians,  bat  all  of  tb^ni  bow^ 
mm  oraaqmebttsiers,  and  the  most  part  t>a  horse- 
Vaek,  in  order  to  haeass  the  Christians  continaallyi 
Miias  heidadbttd  the  fidelity  af  the  Taniaiaas,  h^ 
alMitihiaiaelf «p  in  <fcat  flace  wth  tkeilpwi^ 
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^tbe  emperor  landed  hii  army MrHhentc 
l¥ithin  cannon-shot  of  the  fort  of  Gofetta: 
more  than  a  larg'e  square  tower,  but  wel 
and  ntuated  about  twelve  miles  from  Tut 
mouth  of  the  canal  by  which  the  sea  enter 
bason  on  the  side  of  which  Tunia  is  bnilt. 
nal  is  about  the  length  of  a  cross-bow  she 
narrow,  that  a  vessel  cannot  pass  through 
0tretigth  of  oars.    Barbarossa  had  bnilt 
over  this  canal ;  and  on  a  neck  of  land, 
between  the  sea  and  the  tower  of  Goletta, 
a  rampart,  that  discovered  all  the  coast, 
fended  those  gallies  which  he  had  posted  o 
canal. 

The  emperor's  generafs  ptched  upon  i 
ground  which  they  thought  convenient^ 
encampment,  and  surrounded  it  with  lines-t 
wide  and  deep,  and  strengthened  at  ceri 
tances  with  redoubts.    The  garrison  of 'Go 
order  to  interrupt  these  works,  made  freqt 
fies,  in  which  three  hundred  Spaniards  s 
hundred  Italians  were  cut  to  pieces;  at  t 
time  that  the  Moorish  and  Arabian  horse  w 
tinualty  harassing  the  Christian  army,  and 
skirmi^  to  the  very  head  of  their  camp.    ' 
tiftcations  being  finished,  they  now  began 
batteries  both  against  the  fort,  and  on  tl 
towards  the  open  country,  the  fire  whereo 
dlreadful,  and  at  the  same  time  without  the  1 
termission,  that  the  Turks  of  the  garrison,  as 
the  Moors  and  Arabians  who  kept  the  field, 
dare  to  come  near  the  emperor's  camp  agai 
This  prince,  who  justly  supposed,  that,  a 
taking  of  this  fortress,  Tunis  would  fall  of 
resolved,  as  soon  as  the  breaches  should  fa 


024  tttifoftt  olf 

enough^  to  attempt  a  storm.    Thej  battered  t4tf 
place  at  the  same  time  both  by  sea  and  land. 

Doria,  who  commanded  the  fleet,  brought  up  his 
galleys  by  turns,  and,  after  one  range  had  fired, 
another  advanced  in  its  place,  and  made  its  dis- 
charge. The  great  carrack  of  the  order  was  posted, 
as  at  the  siege  of  Coron,  behind  all  the  galleys ;  as  it 
was  so  high  built  it  easily  fired  oyer  them  all,  and 
it  made  so  dreadful  and  uninterrupted  a  fire,  that 
it  dismounted  all  the  cannon  of  the  tower.     The 
commander  Botigella,  prior  of  Pisa,  observing  that 
the  chief  officer  over  the  slaves  in  the  galleys  of 
the  order,  for  fear  of  running  a-ground,  had  given 
orders,  to  raise  the  oars  out  of  the  water,  went  to 
him  sword  in  hand,  and  commanding  him  to  make 
the  crew  ply  their  oars,  *'  Wretch,"  said  he,  "  must 
we  be  prevented  from  performing  a  brave  exploit 
for  the  sake  only  of  preserving  the  hulb  of  two  or 
three  galleys  V  The  chevalier  de  Conversa,  an  able 
engineer,  distinguished  himself  by  an  action  that  was 
still  more  daring;  for  he  armed  a  long  bark  with 
great  guns,  filled  it  with  musketeers,  and  afterwarda 
drove  it  up  to  the  foot  of  the  tower,  from  whence 
he  fired  upon  all  such  Turks  as  presented  themselves 
on  the  breach;  and,  while  he  was  charging  again 
on  one  side,  he  dexterously  turned  his  bark  about, 
and  presented  the  other,  which  immediately  fired. 
By  this  way  of  working  the  ship,  he  killed  a  great 
number  of  the  infidels,  who  fired  upon  him  from  the 
artillery  of  the  tower  that  was  just  by,  but  without 
doing  any  execution.     In  fine,  after  having  fired 
continuaUy  on  all  sides,  from  midnight  to  noon,  the 
emperor,  before  the  Turks  had  time  to  repair  the 
breaches,  and  make  intrenchments,  commanded  a 
general  storm  to  be  attempted.  The  knights,  agree- 
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lable  to  their  prerogatiTe,  and  the  priyi 

enjoyed  of  being  always  at  the  head  of  th 

were  commanded  to  march  at  the  head  of  tl 

was  to  be  made  on  the  aide  towards  the  i 

commander  de  GroUe,  otherwise  named  t 

Passim,  who  commanded  the  land  forces, 

on  board  barks  and  flat  vessels;  but  as  tl 

near  the  shore,  these  boats  run  upon  a  sai 

The  chevalier  Copter,  of  the  house  of  d 

Dauphine,  who  carried  the  standard  of  tl 

was  the  first  who  leaped  into  the  water  wit 

sign.   He  was  followed  by  all  the  knigh 

plunging  in  above  the  wabt,  advanced  bold 

in  hand,  got  to  the  shore,  and,  in  spite  of  £ 

of  musket-shot,  advanced  to  the  storm.    T 

iiiards,  sustained  by  the  Italians  and  Germ. 

tacked  another  place;  and  in  these  different 

the  Christians,  in  spite  of  the  courageous  de 

the  Turks^  forced  the  breaches,  got  to  the  bu 

and  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  made  themseh 

ters  of  it.   But  this  victory  cost  the  order  n 

its  bravest  knights,  and  scarce  one  of  them  n 

without  wounds.    As  this  tower  had  no  oui 

they  were  immediately  in  the  body  of  the 

and  as  the  artillery  had  ruined  all  its  fortific 

the  Christians,  after  having  fought  an  hour,  § 

session  of  it. 

Airadin  and  Sinan  the  Jew,  seeing  it  woul 
vain  to  resist,  threw  themselves  into  the  basoi 
the  garrison.  They  marched  along  the  flats 
way  which  had  been  marked  out  with  stake 
arrived  at  Tunis,  while  others  stopped  at  Ar 
a  little  city  in  the  road  between  Goletta  and ' 
The  Christians  pursued  and  killed  great  num 
them;  and  the  emperor  entered  into  Goletta 
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to  inai  prince,  ne  saia,  *-  nere  is  me  gaie  openec^ 
for  yoD,  through  \i^hich  you  ^ill  return  into  your 
43oniinions."  It  is  asserted  that  they  found  in  the 
port  of  this  place  eighty  seven  galleys,  galliots,  and 
plher  rowing  vessels,  ^11  of  them  armed;  besides  ujp- 
wards  of  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  most  of 
them  brass,  a  numberless  multitude  pf  muskets, 
^oross-bows,  pikes,  apd  swords.  Barbarossa  had  made 
4)his  fort  his  arsenal,  whither  he  used  to  carry  aU 
)xU  pri9es  and  his  booty,  and  fill  now  had  always 
thought  it  impregnable. 

The  emperor  having  allowed  his  troops  some  time 
^o  repoee  themselves  after  their  toil,  gave  orders  for 
^heir  marching  towards  Tunis.  Notwithstanding 
that  Barbarossa  was  very  sensible  of  the  weaknesi 
of  the  place,  and  moreover  very  doubtful  of  the  fi*^ 
delity  of  the  Tunisi^nSi  and  piore  so  of  the  bravery 
pf  the  Arabians ;  nevertheless,  being  a  man  of  pro- 
digious courage,  he  resolved  to  try  the  fate  of  arms, 
to  advance  to  meet  the  Christians,  and  rather  give 
them  battle,  than  shut  himself  up  in  a  place  that 
was  weak.  But  before  he  took  the  field,  he  held  a 
l^reat  council  of  war ;  when  having  summoned  the. 
chiefs  of  his  army,  as  well  Turks  and  IVfoors  as 
Arabians,  hp  represented  to  them  the  small  nun^ber 
pf  forces  the  emperor  had  in  comparison  pf  bis ;  that 
the  brayest  of  the  Christians  had  lost  their  lives  at 
the  siege  pf  Goletta;  that  the  excessive  heats  of^  the 
country,  to  which  the  European  soldiers  were  no^ 
accustomed,  had  thrown  great  numbers  of  thepi  intp 
a  sick  and  languishing  condition;  that  they  were 
in  want  of  water,  insomuch  that  the  greatest  part 
of  them  died  with  thirst.  He  added,  that  theempe* 
^rpr's  camp  abounded  with  immense  riches;  that  ^9 
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bums  they  woula  get  for  tbe  ransom  of  the'.prisonerf 
they  should  make,  would  be  full  as  ^considerable ; 
*'  In  fine/'  said  he,  "  I  promise  you  victory,  if  you 
dire  desirous  of  conquering ;  and  the  d^feait^of  your 
Enemies  will  secure  you  an  abundant  fortune,  youj^ 
own  safety,  and  that  of  your  wives  and  children/' 
.  l^he  answer  they  made  i^im  consisted  only  in  pro^ 
testations  of  an  inviolable  fidelity;  no^twithstandinj^ 
which,  he  yet  discovered  in  most  of  their  counte-^ 
nances  a  certain  air  of  disquietude,  and  an  impres* 
sionof  fear,  which  gate  him  no  small  uneasinesp:, 
and  as,  nidreover,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the. 
fickle  and  wavering  temper  of  the  Africans,  he  held- 
during  the  night-time  A  secret  council,  composed 
duly  of  such  Turks  as  adhered  to  his  fate  and  fortune^ 
He  declared  to  tliem,  that  he  was  unhappily  ear. 
gageji'in  a  place  where  he  had  three  kinds  of  ene<^. 
tnies,  whom  he  had  equally  reason  to  distrust;  that 
the  Moors  sutfered  impatiently  the  Turkish  govern-*, 
tnent,   and  ^buld  be  glad  to  see  them  all  cut  to . 
pieces:  that  the  Arabians,  who  were  fitter  to  make 
inroads,  than  boldly  to  stand  their  ground  in  an  en- 
gagement, would,  at  the  sight  of  the  least  danger^ 
immediately  give  way;   and  that  there  were  ac* ^ 
tually  twenty-two  thousand  Christian  slaves  impri^ 
soned  in  Tunis,  who  would  not  fail  to  facilitiate  the  ^ 
entr^  of  the  emperor's  forces,  if  they  should  mee$ 
with  s^n  opportunity  for  that  purpose;  that  notwith- 
standing their  being  shut  up  every  night  in  the  /cas-  . 
tie,  yet  it  would  be  in  the  pow^r  of  one  traitor  or  . 
jrenegado  only,  to  open  the  gates  of  it,.and  render 
them  masters  of  tlie  city,  during  the  time  they;,, 
should  be  engaged  with  the  Christians;  but  that  in . 
order  to  rid  himself  of  that  uneasiness,  he  was  tc- 
ioived,  before  he  left  that  place,  to  cut  all  those 
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slaves  to  piecci,  idthoat  sparing  so  mocn  as  cM. 
l^evil-driver  g;ate  aload  his  approbation  of  so  inba- 
man  a  resolbtion,  and  maintained  that  if  they  spared 
the  staves,  they  would  make  them  one  day  repent 
iheir  false  pity ;  and  that,  in  snch  a  conjuncture, 
the  preserving  of  an  eneiiiy,  who  might  afterwards 
destroy  thetn,  would  be  acting  in  contradiction  to 
all  the  maxims  of  policy.  Bbt  Sinan  the  Jew,  to 
whom  part  of  theie  slates  belonged,  and  who  made 
up  the  bulk  6(  his  pdss^ons,  opposed  this  resolu- 
tion. He  represented  to  Barbarossa,  that  so  barba- 
rous an  action  would  draw  upon  them  the  odium  of 
all  nations;  that  he,  by  that  means,  would  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  Tunisians,  who  had  either 
bought  or  taken  the  greatest  part  of  those  Chris- 
aiaw ;  that  he  himself  would  lose  the  ransom  of  the 
most  considerable,  who  were  his  property ;  that,  after 
all,  they  might,  whenever  they  pleased,  find  an  of- 
portunity  ef  making  use  of  so  cruel  a  precaution; 
that  th4^  should  reserve  that  execution,  till  such 
time  As  they  should  be  brought  to  their  last  shifts ; 
whereas,  if  they  should  happen  to  beat  the  emperor's 
forces,  the  loss  they  should  sustain,  by  the  prema- 
ture death  of  their  slaves,  wouldpoisonthe  joy  that 
attends  upon  victory. 

Though  Barbarossa  had  not  used  to  prefer  mode^ 
ration  to  violence,  yet  avarice,  on  this  occasion,  got 
the  better  of  his  natural  cruelty,  and  accordingly 
he  consented  to  suspend  the  putting  of  the  slaves  to 
death;  but  in  order  Hot  to  be  disappointed  in  satiat- 
ing his  veqgeance  upon  theni,  in  case  he  should  be 
overcome,  he  loaded  them  with  fresh  irons,  gave 
orders  that  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  stir  out  of 
the  dungeon  or  prison  where  they  were  shut  up,  and 
.lodged  several  bvr^ls  of  powder  under  it|  to  blow 
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It  Up  into  the  air  upon  his  orders.    Aft     I 
marched  out  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ti     i 
emperor^  and  encamped  in  a  plain  at  a  lei     i 
lance  from  Tunis,  when  both  armies  sooi 
ivith  one  another.  The  Spanish  historians,  t     i 
the  glory  of  Charles  V.  pretend,  that  Bi 
army  consisted  of  no  less  than  ninety  thou 
The  reader  may  judge  whether  this  be  fa 
issue  of  the  battle,  if  we  may  give  this      i 
rout,  in  which,  by  the  confession  of  those     i 
ters,  the  CSiristians  lost  but  eighteen  sole 
the  infidels  about  three  hundred.  Be  that 
the  Arabians  advanced  at  first  with  intrepi 
came  to  the  charge  with  great  shouts.  But    i 
had  they  heard  the  roaring  of  the  artill 
atood  the  first  fire  from  the  muskets,  but  the    ; 
which  had  been  used  to  fight  only  in  whec    i 
ties»  immediately  gave  way,  took  to  their  1   i 
disappeared  in  an  instant ;  and  that  whi< 
Barbarossa  into  the  utmost  consternation  \  i 
they  drew  the  Moors  and  Tunisians  along  v  I 
in  their  flight,  who  flocked  into  the  city » witl  j 
eagerness  than  they  had  issued  out  of  it.  1  i 
bian  chiefs,  as  a  handle  thatmieht  be  of  s  i 
them  in  making  their  court  to  Hascen,  af  ! 
boasted  their  having  kept  them  in,  and  p  : 
their  fighting.  Barbarossa  commanded  a  r  i 
be  sounded;  and,  after  having  rallied  them, 
once  reproach  them,  and  only  told  them,  t 
should  engage  the  Christians  on  the  morro  i 
But  he  was  very  far  from  having  any  sucl 
As  he  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  with  op(  i 
cret  enemies,  the  only  reason  of  his  keepii  { 
many  troops  was  in  order  to  secure  his  retn  i 
4(ven  concealed  this  resolution  with  the  utn  i 
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f!ll  fficnds;'  but  the  eagerness  his  people  discovered 
to  draw  his  tre^bres  out  of  the  castle*  ga've  occa- 
sion for  some  suspicion ;  and  the  order  he  aftemardg 
gave,  to  set  fir^'to  the  powder  that  was  lodged' un- 
der the  prison  of  the  slaved,  made  them  nb  longer 
doubt  of  his  resblves:  but  the  ordinary  ministers  of 
l^is  ciruelty  had  it  not  in  their  power  toekecute  so 
horrid  a  scene  of  barbarity.  Thefe  was  at  that  time 
among^  the  slaves,  a  knight  of  the  orfer^  coinifi'a''ri- 
der  of  Turin,  Paul  Simeoni  by  name,  whoni  Bar- 
barossa  could' never  be  prevailed"  upon  to  release, 
wKatfeVer  rknsom  the  order  could  oiffer.  He  has"been 
already  mentioned]^  when  We  spoke  of  the  island  of 
Efo,  which  this  knight,  then  hut  eighteen  yfcars  old', 
defended-  with  so^much  bravery  against  all  the  en- 
terprises and  attacks  of  the  infidels.  Simeoiii,  in  this 
last  conjuncture,  bribed  two  renegadbes,  who  Werel 
the  slaves  gaolers,  and  being  furnished,  by  their 
assistance,  with  hammers  and  files,,  he  knocked' ofi^ 
his  chains,  and  helped  to  break  those  of  his  compa- 
nions.^' They  afterwards  broke  into  the  armory  of 
the  castle,  armed'themsellres  with  every  thing  that 
first  came  to  hand,  cut  to  pieces  all  the  Turkisli  sol^ 
diers  thai  had  remained' in  the'castle,  made  them- 
ielves  masters  of  it,  and,  after  having  barricadoed 
the  gates  of  it,  and  set  a  strong  guard  in  the  prin- 
cipal places,  the  knight,  whowasaithehead  of  the' 
eilterprise,  went' up  to  the  top  of  the  castle,  and  dis-* 
played  a  white  flag^  to  give  theChristian'army  no^ 
tice  to  come  to  their  assistance.     Barbarossa  being 
told  that  a  great  noise  had  oeen  heard  in  the  cas« 
tle>'rau  thither^  crying  oat,  to  open  the  gates  ta 
him;  but  was  answered  only  by  the  firtei  of  their 
*  Francisco  de  Medallluo,  aiid^  Via<:«nt  it  GattaroGiiifiraga.r 
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most  transport!}  of  fury,  ''  All  ji3lo3t«8Uic^ilio6^4oj;^ 
are  masters  of  the  cas]tle  9i^d  my  tre^spres."  Hp 
then  im^medijitely  rw  out  of  Jthe  city  with  Jhy'dr 
jflriver,  and  as  many  Jnr^^  03  he  could  ge^  to|fjer 
ther ;  aad  before  the  ^vfiperpr  fioi^ld  h^ye  A^tUe  iff 
this  revolution^  he  fle(^,  ^^d  gf4  to  the  city  of  Bpn^ 
built  fieer  ]the  ancient  If ippp»  i|  city  f^ov)^  ^r  ber 
ii^g  the  lepiscop^I  sf  at  of  St.  Ajustin.  on?  cdf  the  fouir 
first  fathers  of  the  churcb^  afi4  its  oj^c|e  next  to 
St.  Paul,  in  oU  those  thii^^  tb^t  rel^t?  to  f^Jte^ial 
grace. 

^iiQ.eoui  h^yin^  notioe  of  the  flighi^  of  the  cor^ 
eairs,  sent  adyice  pf  it  to  the  en)peFci*^  ivbi)  iopme- 
d lately  advanced.  Jhe  Qr^^o^J^p^  ^h^t  pref^ed 
itself,  at  his  entrance  iiUotl>9t  pii^ce,  vras  this  kn^gl^li 
at  the  he^d  of  six  tbou^aod  of  bis  compmonsin  al^- 
very.  Charles  V.  embraced  him,  cried  out^  "  Bro-. 
ther  I^night^  bleiped  be  (or  ever  your  cpur^geoui. 
resolution,  which  hM  ma4e  you  break  your  ch^np, 
has  facilitated  my  conquest,  ^ud  heightened  th|t 
glory  of  your  order."  Simeoni,  loaded  M^ith  honour^ 
went  on  board  the  galleys  of  Maltn,  vheje  he  sf^- 
luted  the  general  and  his  brethren:  bi|t  th^  empe- 
ror's forces  and  the  slaves  dispersed  themselvea  up 
and  down  the  city,  where  they  committed  the  mpft 
unheard-of  excesses  of  all  kinds,  insomuch. that  pne . 
would  have  thought  th^  Chriatiauif  h^d  had  a  mind 
to  outdo  the  moft  barbaious  nationa  in  cruelty. aud 
lasciviousness.  The  miserable  iuhabitaj]^  pf  bott^ 
eexes  suffered  in  their  persous,  ai^  ii^thiwe  M^^o 
were  dearest  to  them,  racks,  and  va^ovs.  I^nds  of 
torture,  to  force  them  to  diseo^ver  theij(  bidden  tre^- 
pures  tp  thjfir  cr^el  Qpnqnerocs;  av^  w^9^  ^*7MA 
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extorted  all  they  could  from  them,  th0j  afterward! 
mawicred  them.  The  yaang  maidens  were  exposed 
to  aa  infamj  still  more  odious  and  insupportable 
than  the  most  cruel  punishments;  and  when  the 
ffoldier  was  weary  with  butchering^  or  glutting  Hi 
brutish  lust,  without  any  respect  to  age,  sex,  or 
birth,  he  loaded  with  chains  all  such  as  fell  into  his 
hands.  Young  women  of  the  greatest  beauty  were 
torn  from  the  arms  of  their  mothers,  and  the  officers 
kept  them  as  their  own  booty,  to  make  them  ad« 
minister  to  their  most  infamous  pleasures. 

Among  these  unfortunate  slaves  was  a  young  lady 
of  exquisite  beauty,  of  one  of  the  noblest  houses  in 
the  city,  whose  name  was  Aysa.  She  fell  to  the  lot 
of  a  SfMinish  officer,  who  carried  her  into  the  camp, 
and  placed  her  in  his  tent.  Muley  Hascen  meeting 
her  tied,  in  amanneraltogetherunworthy  her  noble 
birth,  being  moved  to  compassion,  and  perhaps  with 
^  It  sensation  of  a  stronger  nature,  stopped  her,  and 
offered  to  purchase  her  of  her  master:   but  the 
Moorish  lady,  naturally  haughty»  and  now  over- 
come with  rage  and  g^ef,  spit  in  his  face,  crying 
uut  at  the  same  time,  **  Begone,  thou  wicked  and 
pierfidions  Hascen,  who,  to  recover  a  kingdom  thou 
hast  no  right  to,  hast  scandalously  betrayed  thy 
country  and  thy  nation."  But  that  prince,  on  whom 
«11  this  usage  could  make  no  impression,  going  on  to 
offer  the  officer  very  considerable  sums  for  her  ran* 
•om,  Aysa,  transported  with  fury,  continued  to  cry 
out,  ^'  Begone,  I  tell  thee,  I  will  not  have  a  tyrant 
for  my  deliverer." 

We  are  told,  that  above  a  hundred  thousand  per- 
sons were  either  killed  or  made  staves;  many  fell  a 
sacrifice  io  the  fury  of  the  soldiers;  others,  who 
thought  to  fly  to  the  sands  «id  the  neighboarii^ 
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deserts,  were  lafibcated  bj  the  exc^^ 
those  biimiiig^  eliauites,  and  died  of  thiirst 
namber  of  {irismiers  of  both  sexes  W4S  eoi 
be  upwsrfjis  of  fortj  thousand.   The  empe 
mastet  of  Tunas,   restored  Muley   Hdsc< 
throne,  but  upon  condition  th$t  be  shonl 
of  the  crown  of  Spain ;  and  as  a  pledge  oi 
lity  he  kept  the  fort, of  Gptetta  in  his  ow 
whose  fortifications  he  repaired*   By  this  1 
obliged  the  Moorish  pritice  to  pay  the  gt 
it^  and  to  send  thither  prince  Mahomet,  oi 
children,  with  some  other  lords  of  his  eourt 
lity  of  hostages.   After  this  the  emperor  I 
prepare  to  set  out  for  Europe;   but  before 
barked,  the  25tb  of  July,  being  the  day  c 
the  church  celebrates  the  feast  of  St.  Jamet 
of  Spain,. this  prince  solemnized  the  commei 
of  it  in  bis  camp.    After  he  had  heard,  mac 
which  was  sung  to  music,  he:  dined  on  be 
great  galleon  of  Malta,  cMed 'Calacca,\ 
was  entertained  by  the  knights  with  the 
magnificence.   The  emperor's  design,  afte] 
set  sail,  was  to  pass  by  Mehedia,  a  city  of 
in  order  to  make  himself  master  of  it;  bi 
arose  a  violent  tempest  which  scattered  his  si 
galleys.    At  last  this  victorious  fleet,  after 
passed  through  a  great  variety  of  dangers, 
at  Trepaao  in  Sicily, 

.  The  grand  master  sent  a  splendid  embass; 
city,  to  congratulate  him  upon  the  happy  sn 
his  arms.  1  his  prince  answered,  in  the  mosto 
manner,  that  he  owed  the  best  part  of  it  to  i 
lonr  and  courage  of  the  knights ;  and  that 
der  might  be  always  engaged'  to  adhere  to 
forests,  he  bestowed  very  rich  presents  on  th 
TOL.  "t  3  ^ 
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dpal  knights  who  had  attendinl  him  ki  this  exper 
At  ion;  and,  by  a  fresh  rescript,  or  grtat,  ordained, 
that  the  grand  master  and  eouncU  should  dtaw  Prottt 
Ktily,  custom  free,  all  the  ammnpttion  and  prori- 
iions  thej  should  want.  By  another  edict,  and  a  per 
cnliar  priyilege,  he  declared,  that  no  knight,  tinder 
any  pretence  whatever,  should  enjoy,  in  the  whole 
extent  of  his  lUminiom,  any  possessions  Mcngw^ 
to  the  order,  withou^t  the  express  permission  of  ih^ 
^rand  master  and  council,  and  unless  the  origioabr 
of  those  grants  had  been  seen  by  his  Maj^8t3r  or  hir 
flrfdisters,  and  registered  in  his  council  Of  slate. 
'  The  squadron  of  the  order  returned  prosperously 
into  the  ports  of  Malta ;  but  the  joy  of  the  knrghts 
ikras  a  little  time  after  allayed  by  the  death  of  the 
^and  master,  who  bad  hardly  enjoyed  thai  grea4f 
dignity  a  year.  He,  during  his  administratiim,  hatf 
forbid  theltnights,  under  very  severe  penalties,  in- 
doTging  themselves  in  the  custom,  6r  leather  the 
ilbuse^  which  they  had  brought  from  Italy,  of  mask- 
ing themselves  during  the  carnival ;  and  he  substi*^ 
futed,  instead  of  these  bacchanals,  tiks,  and  Mur- 
liaments,  and  several  other  military  exereiaes,  whieh 
he  made  them  consider  as  recreations  much  more 
•qitable  to  warriors. 

It  was  from*  the  same  stricfnesr  of  discipline^  ami 
exact  observance  of  the  statutes,  that  he  refused,  in 
apight  of  all  the  instances  the  pope  could  make,  to 
Bominate  fo  a  vacant  eommandery  a  young  knight, 
in  prejudice  of  hia  sisniora.  He  lold  tlti%  pontiff  by 
letter,  that,  .upon  his  accession  to  the  ^rand  master- 
ship, he,  as  weir  as  all  his  predecessors,  had  tukeii 
ibe  most  solemn  oaths,  to  observe  the  statutes  of  Ae 
<^rder :  and  he  besought  his  holiness  to  dCspenge  with 
isS^-  vlolatini^  so  sacred'  an  obltgation,  wbjch  he  h^ 
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•fetintrM^  «t  ihcffbot  oir  thfe  iUian,  and  c 

Didier  de  St.  Jsilkr,  fyrior  #r  Thwlm 
'tbe  most;  xealow  dAfeodcvft  <»f  Ehoiddt, 
mentiMi  hat  bten  made  in  tbe  relation  of  i 
BBccoeded  PeAei*  dn  Pottit   Ife»  in  like  i 
his  predeeefter^  wte  decked  Ui  Us  abee 
chevaUei*  de  Beiuttoi  sncOieeded  at  tfce  is 
hy  tke  death  of  brethef  Peter  deCl«i%  to 
-fnruiry  of  FrUnee.  The  6vH  Me  tlie  new  pi 
of  the  rnhaee  amiezed  to  his  prierj  mne  U 
dere  fbi  the  making  of  a  SQmjrfuone  pieee 
try,  in  whteh,  on  a  gronnd  of  silk  heightc 
geld,  livSae  seen  the  ptcturet  of  all  tlie  ^rand 
draivtt  to  the  Mfe,  and  after  excellent 
Irhioh  had  been  broa^ht  ffom  Rhodes;  an 
ae  this  rich  aod  eariotis  piece  of  furnii 
fintthed  he  sent  it  to  Malta,  and  consecrf 
adorn  tiie  prilBeipal  chnrch  in  that  island. 

These  marks  of  the  liberality  and  disin 
nest  of  the  knig^kls  were  not  at  that  tme  un 
in  tke4irder^  The  p^eaUst  part  of  tbe  cdroi 
partienlariy  snch  as  wefe  invefted  with  tb 
pal  dignities  of  tbe  ord^,  used  greneroosly  i 
crate  all  the  revenaes  of  them  in  fitting  on 
.menta  against  tbe  infideisi    The  greatest 
th^m  eolvgkt  rather  for  the  glory  tiian  tl 
^hieh.might  accme  to  them  from  their  pris 
me  may  affirm,  that  there  were  i»  all  tin 
kaigbta  at  sea  than  on  shore,  er  residing 
aomaianderiet.  They  weveo^tenseeoretarn 
the  port  of  Malta,  ^ag^n^  after  them  tbe 
anid  gaUey#  of  the  imfid^le,  ott  of  which  tl 
.mediately  ddivered  the  ChriBtian  slaves  of  d 
nations;  and 4bese  ChrietSaM,  irfter  the  rtec 


their  liberty,  carried  back  uto  their  T€§^ee^t^ 
coontries  the  testimony  and  remcadinae^  ef  ibe 

'  aeal  and  valour  of  the  Imig^hle^ 

Among  theee  iUuttriom  persona^ee,  each  of  whom 
would  merit  a  particular  kiitory,  was  rockoned  Bo- 
ttgella,  prior  of  Pisa,  and  general  of  the  gsUeyv; 
George  Schilling,  grand  bailiff  of  Germany;  Gro- 
lee,  bailiff  of  Lango;  James  Pelloqnin,  thegraodl 

'  master's  lieutenant;  Leo  Stroami,  prior  of  Capua; 
Chattean-Renaud,  marshal  of  the  <^der;  the  com- 
mander Pariset  de  la  Valette ;  and  a  great  many 
-  others,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  Memoira 
of  the  Order. 

Bitt  no  one  at  that  time  had  rendeired  himself 
more  formidable  to  the  corsairs  than  the  prior  of 
Pisa,  who  was  contiuaally  out  at  sea.  Not  a  mngle 
eorsair  durst  come  near  the  coasts  of  Sicily  and 
Malta  but  was  immediately  snapped  up ;  and  so  great 
was  the  number  of  prizes  he  made  that  year,  tfiat 
•  the  corsairs  said,  he  had  a  familiar  demon,  in  the 
shapeof  a  dog,  on  board  his  galley,  who  gave  faim 
notice  of  the  day  of  their  departure  from  the  coasts 
of  Africa,  and'the  places  where  he  might  meet  with 
them.  Time  had  scarcely  ever  produced  a  general, 
in  whom  was  united  so  perfect  a  knowledge  in  sea 
affairs,  with  so  intrepid  a  bravery:  he  fell  upon  all 
.  he  met,  whether  weak  or  strong ;  and,  without  hav- 
ing regard  to  any  reprisals  that  might  be  made, 
hanged  all  such  renegadoes  as  fell  into  his  hands. 
Being  severe  in  command,  h«  required  the  same 
bravery  in  bis  knights,  of  which  he  gave  them  an 
example ;  nor  was  he  less  strict  in  the  observanee  of 
miliury  discipline,  for  after  an  etpedition,  in  whieh 
he  had   made  very   considerable  prizes,   certain 
knights  having  made  bold  with  some  of  tb»  plmidci^ 
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tie  had  them  put  under  arrest,  and  confined  thenk 

for  a  long  ^ftae,  as  nrarperi  of  the  property  of  the 

order.    He  ytnn  but  jnst  returned  into  the  port  of 

Tripoli^  when  they  discovered  about  dnsk,  and  from 

the  top  of  the  tower,  three  large  gallioti  steering 

towards  ihe  island  of  Gerbes;  on  which  the  captains 

of  the  galliots  immediately  desired  leave  to  go  out 

of  the  port,  and  give  them  battle :  '^  Do  not  yoa 

percetve/'  replied  that  able  seaman,  ''that  if  they 

shouM  happen  to  see  you,  the  night,  which  is  coming 

on,  will  favour  their  escape  before  you  can  have 

time  to  ceme  up  with  them?    Let  them  continue 

their  course  at  this  time,  but  they  shall  not  be  got 

to  such  a  distance^  but  I  will  be  dp  with  them  by 

day«-break." 

And,  indieed,  no  sooner  was  night  come,  than  he 
sailed  out  of  the  port  with  three  galleys,  and  stood 
for  Gerbes,  as  wdl  as  the  darliness  would  alldw.  It 
was  scarpely  day-break  when  he  discovered  those 
galleys,  who  were  sailing  in  company,  on  which  he 
immediately  began  to  give  them  chase.    The  cor* 
satrs  seeing  themselves  pursued,  separated;  and  one 
of  the  galliots  endeavouring  to  gain  the  coasts  of 
Barbary,  a  galley,  called  the  Comue  or  Homed 
Galley,  intercepting  it  in  its  course,  the  knights, 
sabre  in  hand,  attempted  to  board  her.  Immediately 
the  Turks,  who  were  in  great  numtMrs  in  that  ship, 
threw  themselves  on  the  side  which  ihe  knights  were 
for  attacking :  their  too  eager  haste,  and  the  great 
number  of  men,  who  were  all  got  to  one  side,  occa- 
sioned their  destruction ;  for  the  galliot  being  over- 
'  set,  sunk  to  the  bottom,  in  the  sight,  and  to  the 
great  regret,  of  the  knights,  who  were  more  afflicted 
for  the  death  of  the*  Christian  daves  that  were 
drowned  on  that^  occasion,  than  the  loss  of  a  prixe. 
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mhkih  e0«kl  4i«t  fcmklf  httte  ^iMfmi  4lkf ik/  the 
MfOful  p^Uioti  vM<^  tlK  Iti^bti  ^Mleairoiired  lo 
^fr4i  BHit  wUh  alii|b99t  the  «t  me  fate  >  and  as  t«  was 
.|iilff«ed  wkh  aif  iveitf  iHnaher^  Toriui»  tlieftdidadt 
«ir«id  fighting,  4Mii  tacMd  ihe  fnw  ag^aaMt  Ae 
galley  .of  th^  order^  On  tiotli  tides  a  AulibevkM 
pmiltU^de  ^f  AimMM  Ai^fihvgM  ware  «a^,  ^hkh 
Klifat>Ud  •  fiuiaher  both  of  CbrUtians  and  T«i^. 
Jbf  jiibi  ^f  «th«  j«fid«k,  tmng  m^t^  detl(sroM  Aan 
4bat  of  tbe  oi)der,  pnes^ated  a  broadside,  and  iaftfer 
Mvii)g  4t4^rged  a:fpeth  volley  of  arrowi,  i*aedio£F 
.to  ilea:  bfit  g^oiieral  BotigilUa^  «r)io  ihad  #tsarvai 
')wn##If  4p  flttosour  that  l^a^lef  which  ahaold  be  Ike 
moft  vJgoiYMislqr  |iMaa|i«4,i  opposed  /the  retreat  of  the 
galliot,  and  came  up  with  it  prow  Vgaiast  pro«\ 
Th^  /s^mbat  ^fisitaw  ranewinl  wiAh  redoubled  Airy} 
jtbe  £^urmr  or  g^eat  gnu,  aii<1  the 4MitJiets>  ttiadr.a 
fuFi/oQi  dM^rg^  aa  l»alih  sides:  tbe  bdttfe  was 
mnJiataHiM  -fff^  a  long  i«ma  wilti  lOipial  i^^vasitiq^e; 
VLsitqry  abifted  sides  atternately  imse  lh|»  oaee^r 
T.be^^rs»wbo  waveseao^nitbathsidlieattbaai^ght 
..up  in  tbe.ipidtt  of  tie m^  the  UiMf  df  artM^iaiight 
^^  ii^txepid  fiiry^  T4My  mavt^thasi  diteeilwltered 
t^mq^llF^s  with  the  hopes  of  foreia^g  4he  wale  of  tbe 
gjalley,  fAd  ^liging  the  hniskfSi  wbo  defeshAsd  % 
to  giire  waf :  but  tbey  were  on^Mad  tiy  t  aet  of  ia^ 
trey[)y^  V^AP,  jwba^bad^yor  been  feartoss  df  .dstngw^ 
T^9  ^nMg(N»ii#  body  af  seUiera  threw,  tikeasaehies 
#word  ill  bwd  ia«0  the  gaUsoK.  Mthe^saaae  Ittiethat 
4b^,8pldbers  of  ^  Corniieiair  Harnod  £Mley  iMoad 
•aj^herpni^t^  end  joined  tbe  aoldtefa  of  the  %iimaMi 
IgaUf y.  {t  pM  navir  not  asfsaaah  a*  eombdt 9m  a  ge- 
x^e^al  m«ssaase.  The  CSartatian  saldters  gare  vo 
^^x%^n  bnt^  hurried  en  bye  thirst  off  beoty,  so 
Srf^taiiW9t)^r  of  theniilisi^  thateaibr^iisl^Kha 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  _ 


THB   KNtSHTfl  O*   MALTA.  fiM 


tiMNie  whomleveA  h«  and  ntb^i  WMe  aH  cHi  mie  Mki^ 
o»  that  it  hadtprimif «  kaib  duriiig^  the  cftf  Qg:«nie»tw' 
It  f*iik  to  tlie  boKtMti  wiMr  tlM<  vfotoviilui;  mqih 
feuMlid.withtlie  taii^[iMed»  att  %ith<»)ik«  fetrv 
and  ^^fkibedievM  fai  th«  wdgl  o^TictM^. 

Tlie  lftrg«9t  of  thie  falbotB^  eonmandeil  bjr  6can«4 
der,  a  fiiittoiiB  Mwunt,  art4  by-sMtbtv  rait  w  ewp^eAm^ 
Mf  liti>tttffiroit  to  MUikBom^  tbirtomniiloB  distonk 
eaMwwd  fronr  the  iihMid  of  Sotbv  orOwlgey :  but 
tlie  dkc^iHM  Varliot  dtr  la  TflleitiB(  captain  bf  oaac 
of  the*  ^Ue^,  ihiditbo  ¥n>i\hy  ooavpammvof  Boti^- 
gaKa,  fMrrMed  hsn  00  dwe,  tiiat  ihw  Tarla  cmM> 
not  M^d  tigkiffiig.    This  «ie#  iMg>agftaMM  irai  at 
bloody  as  tlM  former:  S«aiidor  fanf^ht  like  s  man* 
who  had  eTc(r  beM'  ftravlim  of  daetb^  on^^iriitr  dAI> 
not  value  h^itg  cut  to  fiwct^,  f^on^MpAhe  eMiit  gff^ 
bo«  wiifhf  f  iofayry.    The  oommaiMter  *e  la  YalelNe, 
at  the  hea4  ot  th«  knights  of  kb  g^toyi  amd^ewfikiioA^ 
to  liie  ntfomt  of  the  Mmtvf,  r^eeivod  ttMt  waundii 
n^itti'  anarrow  dwiag  the  keat  of  tht  eogfKg^xomst, 
D^hich  pr^etited  hd  f^rc^vtn^  ft;  but  6oin6  tlma^ 
after  aiMrihet-kall  Aan^ned  hfo  1^  to  p^et,  anA^ 
tkrew  him  on  the  dock.     NotwilhctafiAin^  kta  o#t- 
tical  flttaafton,  he  tdlt  retained  his  iMial  coura'g«a 
foiA  ardent  thirtt  of  victory,    Tke  kaiglyiii  and  so^-^ 
cfteri^  animated  by  hib  eries,  pushed  the  infidels'Witk 
00  mireb  intrepirtity,  that  they  ibtcet  tHefit  u«  j  ifit^ 
their  $hip.     Vtete  Hbey  v^ert  9avetf&  to  oome  to  a 
eeeondft  engagement.   The  Turks,  «iad  tfkroo^  de-* 
apaift  aad  ania^ated  by  the'e^ample  of  their  offio^n^^ 
fdtrgkt  whh  incredible  fery ;  and,  #hoegk  reduced' 
to  a  small  number,  yet  they  forced  HiaCllristiani  to 
abandon  thehr  ship,  afid,  aftdr  h&t)n|^  dbengnged  • 
-fktmBehrcB  from  tiice  eramp-'ii^ns,  with  lAmh  fhc^- 
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had  bten  fattened  to  the  galkyt,  in  tfiite  of  all  the 
etfirti  of  the  knightv  they  stood  off  to  sea,  and 
staered  towards  Zoara:  they  were  g^t  pretty  near 
it,  when  the  knights,  who  followed  their  prey,  came 
up  with  them.  Here  the  fight  was  a  third  time  re- 
ntwed,  bnt  they  were  no  longer  on  an  equal  foot-, 
ing :  for  the  Tnrks  having  lost  the  greatest  part  of 
their  soldiers  and  sailors,  there  scarcely  remained 
snfficient  to  manage  the  ship;  and  the  few  that  snr*. 
f  iTed,  seeing  the  shore  at  hand,  threw  themselves 
uito  the  sea  in  order  to  reach  it:  bnt  as  a  great 
number  were  woanded,  the  major  part  of  them  were 
drowned,  among  whom  were  two  rais  or  captains. 
The  knights  inunedaately  made  th^nsdves  masters 
of  the  galliot,  whence  they  delivered  two  hundred 
Christtan*,  after  which  Botigella  returned  trium-* 
phantly  to  the  port  •of  Tripoli  with  his  prize. 

This  success,  and  the  continual  war  which  the 
knights  maintained  against  the  African  Turks,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  determined  these  barbarians  to 
drive  them,  if  possible,  out  of  Tripoli.  The  pirate 
Airadin,  lord  of  Tagiora,  being  chiefly  interested 
in  this  war,  took  on  himself  the  execution  of  the 
enterprise;  and  accordingly  got  together  all  the 
forces  he  could  from  Tagiora,  Gieozor  and  d' Almaya, 
the  rendesvoos  being  at  the  tower  of  the  Alcayd. 
He  set  out  in  the  night,  and  at  day-break  attempted 
an  assanlt  at  those  parts  of  the  wall  of  Tripoli  which 
he  thought  least  defended.^  He  entertained  hopes  of 
surprising  the  knights;  but  George  ^chilling,  gran4 
bfiiiiff  of  Germany,  who  commanded  in  Tripoli, 
homing  intelligence  sent  him  by  his  spies,  which  he 
kispt  at  Tagiora,  was  under  arms  with  the  whole, 
gfirrison;  no  sooner  did  the  Turks  appear  than  they 
were  briiMy  plied  with  6re-w9rksj  baling  oU^^anil 
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6tone«,  at  the  Mme  time  that  the  artillerj     i 
keteers  of  the  place  fired  iitceMantly  <m 
were  furthest  off,  and  who  surtained  the 
the  head  of  the  attack.  Although  Airadmsa 
that  he  wa6  discovered,  yet  he  fought  witi 
and  resolution.  His  troops,-  after  his  exam 
the  most  surprising  efforts  to  get  to  the  1    i 
wall;  but  it  was  lined  with  a  number  t>l 
knights,  who  wei^e  fearless  of  death  and 
Many  died  by  the  arrows  and  ttmiket^sh 
infidels.     The  barbarians  lost  a  great  u    i 
men,  but  their  places  were  immediately 
by  the  great  number  of  forces  they  had    i 
along  with  them  for  this  expedition;  wb    i 
knights,  who  at  that  time  were  no  more  tl   i 
in  number,  with  a  weak  garrison,  drew  ni   i 
•but  from  their  courage,  which  cTen  seem 
crease  in  proportion  as  their  forces  diminisl  i 
grand  bailiff,  in  particular,  ran  up  and    | 
those  places  where  the  attack  was  wannest  i 
seen  at  all  of  them  almost  at  the  same  time*   ! 
for  his  part,  did  not  omit  any  of  the  do  i 
brave  commander,  and  more  by  his  exaaa  i 
his  words,  drew  on  his  soldiers,  and  did  hi 
to  get  to  the  top  of  the  wall;  but  this  gene 
ing  been  knocked  off  his  ladder  by  a  ball 
diers  found  it  a  very  diflScult  matter  to  get  I 
of  the  ditch  into  which  he  had  fallen.     Th  i 
thinking  him  dead,  lost  all  their  courage;    : 
made  off,  and  left  at  the  foot  of  the  walls 
number  of  soldiers  who  had  been  killed  the 

The  grand  bailiff,  after  their  retfeat,  dis  i 
a  brigantine  to  Malta,  to  gilite^the  grand 
lieutenant  and  the  Cottncil.  advice  of  the  ec 
of  Airadin ;  by  his  letter  he  represented  t ! 
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fhai  As  Tripoli  vHis  VitliMt  bailiota  )md  Im!w«ril, 
it  would  TiaVfe  leM.lmpossiblfe  Foi^  it  to  have  liMd 
^t  against  ^n  mtay  that  iflottld  bavfe  tfe^e^ed  H  fit 
ferm :  that  ilh\sf  wferfe  tten  cbily  Exposed  to  be  stti^ 
jfris^d  ifi  the  sime  thanh^r,  ai^d  timt  hr  6l4f;r  tb  pte^ 
^ent  it,  and  todHve  th^  iiifid^M  frbm  M  heSgbboitr-^ 
hood,  it  Vbutd  bb  ^ceAarr  for  them  to  ^^a^e  the 
io^er  of  tKe  Akayd,  ^hich  held  the  ptic^  invited 
bud  blocked  tit>  on  thM  Itd^  ahd  hmdei^ed  tfi^  Chris^ 
\idnB  from  tradii^g  ^itti  Ihe  NEoors  and  Arabians^ 
ttie  inhabitants  ef  the  eotinf fy,  vrho  were  aH  great 
iiiiehiVes  to  the  iTtiAd  and  corsairs  as  the  kt1^ght». 

tte  council  ^pproVed  this  enterprise,  kud  ap^ 
jpoiiited  the  como^an'der  Boti^ell^,  prior  bf  Fisa  Md 
^enei'al  rff  the  galley^,  t^  head  it    Aecbtdihgly  he 
Smmedl^atdjr  pti't  to  sea  with  fifte  hnndreld  khi^b, 
kild  khdtX  seven  hvndrc<d  sokii^tif,  which  V&fe  t>Me^ 
Ite^t  fn  conststhit  pay  at  Malta ;  mA  th^  bSffiflrSckil- 
Itn'g,  governor  Of  TrtpoK,  'treated  at  the  toiore  fiwe 
Vtth  cTomfe  sheilcs  or  Arabian  lords,  who,  fh  ebnside- 
*tation  of  k  certain  snm  agreed  on  bfet^Pireen  them,. 
^uYtHshed  him  a  body  of  horse.     !B6tig«l?t  hHving 
'labded  his  forces  at  Tripoli,  broo'ght  thither  what 
'^rti A^ry  hk  fhd^^ht  he  should  stand  in  need  6f,  ittid 
hiid  it  di'dw^i  by  his  skives  and  the  creWs  df  his  gal- 
leys it\tti6^  lip  'to  thie  tower  he  itttetaded  to  besiege; 
'%hen,  wriihotit  stl^ying  to  open  the  trenches,  Kc 
£rl^t'raii^tl  his  batteries,  and  contented  himi^eTf  with 
€ovefihg'*fteth  with  gabldns.     Airadin,  on  bciirg 
infok-iViea  of  thiis  atta'ek,  imtnediatety  marched  thi- 
ther tVbta  tagfoYa  with  What  forces  he  eonld  cd- 
kct;  bdt  when  fie  h*d  ^^o^he  town  of  Adabusr 
which  niras  ti^t  ybMe  ihree  miles  distant  ftom  the 
tower,  he  fotilid  UmatJlf  iiopped  by  the  knights, 
who  M^ere  iit  the  his»d^  di#  Arabian  horse*    Not 
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i|o4l9g^  l^Qift^f  strpqg  ^nou^lti  ^o  ^tt^QJF  ^  hoAj 
t)Mt  m^».  iiioed  yf\ii\  a  lnuidr^^  ^ifA  fifty  Jj^^ig^,  ^ 
Wnte«*fi4  ^iw^elf  m^  making  §  fftnr^ygb.t  B]^ir-. 
iqipl(e4,  wbjcb  g^yie  (]|ipor^uiut3r  to  ^t^t  si^ty  fjjkxjf^ 

i«g  t})ip  f^^ccsour,  ^9t^gell»  baj^rpd  »t  jCpulinuaXjy  f 
^^p  .}HMr<^^mqg  thf^t  hit  ar^ille^y  jiid  ^(  q^^^  §9 
^cK  J^j;pcfi^qnM  be  cai|l|l  haye  v^ied^  ^P  ?fifll 
fpr  ^^  ^f^fi^  or  b^pda  from  hh  gaUeys,  ^  Iiicfi  kf 
^lOplQy/^  u  manileM*  Of  a  iDoveable  peot-bo^ ; 
a»A  ^flWg  P^erpd  by  fbitf  fcucp,  b^  hftftgh*  Pfitfe^ 
fg^neri  <;$>  the  foot  of  the  ^aH,  ybi||h  |ie  t|leipr  ^mp. 
Immediately  the  kiiigb^fuly^(;f^.i}pj;|p  tt^^JbiriiaQh^ 
jsbfcU  t)b^  foff p4  undeffad^;  for  ^e^r^^t^s^  part 
^  tb^  CfMrfair^  had  been  juried  under  fhe  xu(iv  oj^ 
jth^  mi^e.  ^iieb  a^  b^d  eficaped,  jit^l  8t)iQ,9ed  wU^ 
Ijxe  noiff,  ^d  /5epi|ig  ^^e  i^igl^jhi  ipasters  of  ^th^ 
l^eacbi  jHritb  tb^^r  ^ofr^dj^dr^lif^ti,  threw  doutn  t/^^r 
jUTQf.  3.otigiel^9.  iq^ediaite/y .fi^,d  the  tower;  ,aa</[ 
}¥b.ile  the  cr^w  of  ^e  gfllveys^/and  oth^i^r  slaves  y^r^ 
fi^oyed  in  tbis  w.ork».l^  a^dfir^ip^d  ^.t  the  bj^^d  ^ 
i^ifi  little  arupy  towarji^  ^^os^.)v^ere  Air^idin  jr^ 
i^encb^d.  He  droye  h^  i^9(n  tl^e^jc,  ^a^ijulan^ 
the  pluud^  of  this  tovj^i  t/»  J^^p,A^a^^;a^)s^^l^^,^a^ 
bayiflg  left  in  TripoU  ^.svffic^^j^».^^y  ^^WW^fi^ 
reiAforce  the  garTiso|n»  be  re,-^joab#r^d^o  f^toijiji.^f 
JMWt?-  In  bis  coii^e,he,m^tj^.gjre^tjg^Weqn, 
yr^iB  coming  from  Egyjpf^fte^j^tijd  if  lib  fl^cb  jpefc* 
ofea^di^e,  cc^manddd  by  ,^  fani^qs  T,^\sh,.e^]g||^ 
palled  Ardor.  ^^geWaj^ijiade,dJLrfict(y,^o|^^ 
jjvith  bis  galleys,  came  yp  ijirM^ v})j)!tp>  #9^i  P/pito 
i)f  all  the  fireypf  his  cannon,  the  k^ighiii  ft^n|i^^|^ly 
l^ard^  bim^  Jie^ed  into  the  Turkish  vef^el  Mfitl^ 
jheft  jirftwo  /Jabres,  ^and  ip^e  them^^jyes^asljei^s  of 
few*  yW^^Hft^ed  Turks  "ircrc  wide  j[i|p||(||^«^^^^ 
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•laret  on  this  occasion,  and  the  prize  w^s  valued  at 
160,000  crowns ;  after  which  the  fortunate  Botigella. 
who  justly  deserved  to  be  always  so,  returned  to 
ihe^rt  of  Malta.  The  commander  James  de  Pel- 
loqnin,  the  ^rand  master's  lieutenant,  the  greatest 
part  of  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  as  many  linights 
as  were  on  the  island,  were  at  the  port  to  receive 
him  on  his  landing.  As  they  had  been  informed  of 
the  result  of  his  expedition,  he  was  publicly  praised 
and  congratulated;  and  this  illustrious  body  of  sol- 
diers led  him  in  trioniph  to  the  church  of  St  Law- 
rence, where  he  went  to  return  thanks  to  God  for 
the  happy  success  of  his  arms. 

They  were  still  full  of  those  first  emotions  of  joj. 
which  the  happy  return  of  g^eneral  Botigella  gave 
the  convent,  when  various  accidenta  threw  them 
into  a  general  consternation.  A  yoii|i^  novice,  who 
aspired  to  the  chaplain^hip  of  the  order,  robbed  the 
image  of  our  Lady  of  Philermos,  which  had  been 
brought  from  Rhodes,  of  the  pearls  and  preciool 
•tones  with  which  it  had  been  adorned.  Some  dayi 
lafter,  an  English  knight,  being  distractedly  in  love 
witti  a  Maltese  woman,  in  the  transports  of  rsge 
'9nd  jealousy,  stabbed  her  with  his  own  hand,  upoQ 
very  slight  suspicions.  The  grand  master's  lieute- 
nant had  the  thief  apd  the  murderer  seized ;  and, 
after  their  being  condemned  by  the  secular  judges 
of  the  island,  they  were  carried  to  the  distance  of  a 
mile  from  the  port»  when,  being  put  into  sacln, 
they  were  thrown  alive  into  the  sea, 

To  these  misfortunes  succeeded  another,  that  was 
a  subject  of  no  less  affliction  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  order.  The  chevalier  de  Yarennes  Nagu,  com- 
inander  of  Trebous,  arriving  at  Malta  on  the  lOlh 
tf  October,  brought  thither  the  tad  news  of  t))e 
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H  death  of  the  grand  matter  de  St.  Jaille,  who/havi 

i^  aet  but  from  his  priory  of  Tholouse,  in  order  to  co 

to  the  convent,  fell  sick  at  Moatpelier,  where 
died  on  the  26th  of  September/ 1536.  The  m 
day  the  J  met  to  choose  a  successor.  Every  one  in 
gined  that  the  commander  Botigella,  or  the  lord 
Groiee,  otherwise  called  the  commander  Passi 
bailiff  of  Lango,  would  be  elected  to  that  dignii 
both  of  them  being  ancient  knights,  who,  by  th 
services,  their  brave  actions,  and  singular  'piel 
had  deserved  so  well  of  the  order,  and  of  all  Chr 
tendom.  ;  u  /       r  i 

But  a  cabal,  which  was  carried 'bill  b^  tlie  efa 
valier  Garcia  Cortez,  who  happened  to  be  at  th 
time  the  electing  knight,  turned  the  majority 
voices  in  favour  of  the  commander  John  d'Omedt 
of  the  language  of  Arragon,  and  bailiff  of  Capf 
This  bailiff  had  formerly  promised  to  procure  hi 
his  bailiwic,  provided  he  came  to  the  grand  maste 
Aip,  by  his  means.     The  subtle  Spaniard,  being 
man  of  intrigue,  and  who  saw  that  the  promoti< 
of  his  friend  would  pave  the  way  to  his  own,  mai 
a  merit,  to  the  sixteen  electors,  of  a  wound  and  tl 
loss  of  an  eye,  which  d'Omedes  bad  sustained  durin 
the  siege  of  Rhodes :  probably,  too,  without  insis 
ing  too  much  upon  a  wound,  which  is  often  an  an 
biguous  mark  of  bravery,  he  might  have  been  artfi 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  superiority  whic 
the  knights  of  his  nation,  from  the  influence  of  th 
emperor,  had  at  that  time  in  the  assemblies  of  th 
order.  Be  that  as  it  will,  no  sooner  was  the  electio 
of  d'Omedes  publisbed,  but  the  greatest  part  of  tb< 
ihree  hundred  and  sixty  knights,  who  composed  th< 
assembly,  appeared  in  the  highest  consternation 
^e  ill  omens  tbey  presaged  upon  the  goveramen 
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of  the  elect  were  aftfrwards  ▼enied,,  hj  «it  a4iQH 
nistration  that  was  self-inteiWiedj  fItrtiaL  l|ii4^TW 
extremelj  bareb  and  ri^primm 

The  illastriotu  Boti^elUi  w  w<>rtfa3r  of  th^t  high 
dignity,  waa  thrown  aside,  and  did  n9t  k^^  ^ym 
that  ef  coismaiider  or  general  of  tb^  g^lkye^with 
^^hioh  Leo  StrosEsi,  prior  of  Cftpiia^  w^  afterward 
invested.    He  was  a  yminig  lord  of  pne  of  tho  firrt 
lipases  in  ¥lor^nee,  a  near  relation  to  C9thisi»ffL9  4^ 
IVS^iidis.  queen  of  Franoe,  and  on  whgrin  pope  Q^ 
tofatyiL,  his  uncle,  at  the  sMielime  tjiat  be  gate 
him  the  habit  of  the  order,  had  bestowed  that  dig- 
iiity,  orwvhich^e  was  actually  in  possessioQ  4ttbe 
tiflie  of  his  being  raised  to  theMyereign  ponttfiiCiiite^ 
The  young  prior,  who  had  been  made  a. captain 
before  he  was  a  soldier,  had  fiiBt  fought  under  the 
lamous  Andrew  Doria,  the  emperor's  general ;  the 
first  essay  he  made  in  his  command  was  at  the 
taking  of  twelve  galleys,  eaosmanded  by  a  Turk,  a 
gpreat  sea^man,  named  Ali  Zelif«  who  wa^  defeal^^ 
by  iw^hhd  galleys  of  the  order,     Doria  had  thirty- 
four  galleys  beside  those  qf  the  order;  apd  meetin|^ 
the  infidels  m  the  channel  of  Confu,  be  attac^d 
them  with  that  co»x6dence,  which  he  justly  enter- 
tained from  the  superior  Aumber  of  <his galleys;  bVit 
he  experienced,  on  that  occasion,  that  nothing  i^ 
taiperior  to  a  resokite  courage.     Ali  had  a  gr^9$ 
miinber  of  janizaries  .on'board  his  galleys,  with  Qrdjsi;^. 
to  triAsport  them  to  Dalmatian  whece  Solycpan  w.9# 
gettiti^  together  a  body  of  forces*     Th^se  .spI(Jie];s 
gave  the  xnost^nuig  marks  of  .braverj,  an^d  fo^ht^ 
like  men  who  wece  resolved  not  to  .survive  ^ejr 
defeat*  They  Levelled  the  fury  of  the;ir  ai:«^s  f\il^ily 
on  the  knights,  their  ancient  and , eternal  eneq^^ies;, 
Wd  rtWft  J«clush^^gaUej29,  PA«  of  whip^x  ?^U  ^h« 
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Mnlint,  mT€rt<^  the  adoiirafl-i^ney  of  Malta.  Tka 
fim  kept  close  t6  the  prow,  and  the  other  presenfted 
her  tide,  when  a  crael  and  bloody  combat  eiiMed« 
The  Turks  attacking  the  kniglils   very  briskly, 
iereral  of  that  ofder,  and  amang  the  rest  Constant 
Opert,  one  of  the  prineipal  officers  on  board  the 
adtaiiral-^ley,  l<ist  their  lives  in  the  brave  opposi- 
tion they  madei^ainit  the  Tnrks,  who  endeavonred 
to  tiirow  tbemseWes  into  his  galley.  Fortune  seemed 
to  favomr  them  on  that  side;  and  tiiey  would,  per* 
haps,  have  carried  off  the  admiral-galley,  had  not 
ihe  prior  of  Capua,  in  this  danger,  commanded  a 
culverine  to  he  levelled  against  the  galley  uhick 
lay  aloi^  side  of  it     This  tarred  the  admiral;  for 
^t  Turkish  gidley  lieing  struck  sn^her  keel,  imme- 
diately fiUed  with  water,  and  snnk  to  the  bottom. 
The  kniglito,  having  thus  got  rid  of  an  enemy  on 
-that  side,  tnrnefl  all  their  force  against  the  Turlrish 
admiral-galley.    The  combat  being  now  upon  a 
more  ecpial  footing,  became,  at  the  same  time,  more 
-bk)ody.  The  knights  and  Turks,  with  the  design  tf 
^makii^^lieaMielvet  masters  of  the  opposite  admiral^ 
-galley^  tlurew  themselves  reciprocally  upon  each 
9oMiM8  weapons.    At  length  the  ikaights  seemed  to 
havei  g^Hied  aorae uivantage  over  the  infidefo ;  they 
ffisroedthejainlzsiries^aiid  threw  themselves  in  crowds, 
^with  4heir  dnvwu  sabres,  into  their  gatley.    The 
¥»fks,  Wmg  reeo^ered  friom  the  rarprise  w4ifCfh  ao 
violent  an  «,ttaelc  'had  tbrowu  them  into,  renew^ 
the  uonriibt  with  increated  fury.  The  soldiers,  tran- 
•aportid  wMi  rage,  uiauld  neither  give  nor  take 
quarter.    Mo  Kkmer  one  dropped  but  ^t«  place  wsb 
immediately  idlfid  up  by  another.     Thougb  the 
knights  had  eatwiost  of  the  Turks  to  pieces,  they 
w^re  not  yetnsartets  ofUjtt  galley ;  and  the  few  thtt 
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grent  actions  he  performed,  both  in  the  ocean  an4 
in  the  Mediterranean.  Scacelj  had  this  young 
g'eneral  disarmed  his  ships,  when  he  heard,  that 
Philip  Strozzi,  his  father,  had  been  taken  prisoner 
ia  an.  engagement  by  young  Cosmo  of  ^ledicis, 
duke  of  Florence;  that  this  prince  had  caused  him 
to  be  carried  into  that  city,  loaded  with  nrons,  and 
that  they  were  actually  at  that  time  prosecuting 
him  as  a  criminal  of  state,  and  a  rebeL  The  prior 
of  Capuai  in  the  deepest  afBiction  at  this  dismal 
news,  begged  the  council  to  dismiss  him;  which 
having  obtained,  he  hired  a  brigantine  at  his  owh 
eipeuce,  and  immediately  set  sail  for  Italy. 

For  the  better  understanding  this  historical  in* 
eident,  which  will  have  a  very  great  influence  on 
all  we  have  occasion  to  mention  hereafter  concerur 
ing  the  prior,  who  was  one  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  his  age,  the  reader  must  recollect  the  several  pas* 
sages  in  the  foregoing  book,  relating  to  the  war 
nvhich  the  emperor  Charles  V.  had  waged  against 
pope  Clement  YIL  of  the  house  of  M edicis.  During 
this  war,  and  the  imprisonment  of  this  pontiff,  the 
citizens  of  Florence  had  divided  themselves  into  two 
fiarties;  the  one,  who  adhered  to  the  house  of  Me- 
dieis,  was  for  raising  it  to  the  throne,  and  absolute 
monarchy;  the  other  maintained  the  ancient  form 
of  government,  and  was  for  asserting  their  liberty, 
and  a  republican  admiuistration.  As  long  as  pope 
dement  and  the  emperor  continued  at  variance,  this 
last  prince  sided  publicly  with  the  republicans;  they 
relied  entirely  upon  his  protection,  and  theMedicis 
had  been  driven  from  Florence  as  tyrants,  and  ene- 
mies of  the  public  liberty. 

But  the  emperor^  whose  resolutions  varied. with 
-    jOh.  11,  4  a 
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his  interert^  being  reconciled  with  the  pope,  tha 
confidence  of  the  Florentines  abated,  and  their  lil^efv 
tj  was  very  much  endai>gered.  By  thi^  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the  pqpe  Bud  Chi)rle«  V.  the  M^ 
dicis  were  to  be  restore^  in  Florence  to  all  t}ie  ^i^- 
nities  and  poMessions  they  had  enjoyed  befor/e  their 
banishment;  and  by  a  secret  article,  the  emperor 
had  euj^aged  himself  fo  establish  Alexander  d^  Me- 
dicis,  bastard  son  of  Laurence  Duke  of  ^r^iiu^,  or, 
Recording  to  pthers,  son  to  Clemeut  himself,  priqce, 
and  perpetual  governor  of  that  republic.    T\[iiB  ira4 
^I^e  cause  of  the  siege,  which  tha  troops  of  thep^ 
and  emperof*,   in  C(^nc^r\,  carried  qi\  before  ib^ 
place;  and  ^fter  havi^  madethrnii|elveBiiif9^#f9of 
|t,  that  they  might  not  terrify  therq>ublic|in  p^rty, 
the  emperor  >vould  have  the  pevf  prjace  ^ke  Dppi^ 
him  no  more  than  barely  the  title  of  goi^e^n^r  of 
the  republic  of  Florence.  But  Alexander,  whq  WM 
400.  yp.ung  to  prescribe  bounds  to  his  a^ifc^tiqc^  Md 
feeing  himself  afterwards  the  emperor's  soiiTiVhiaW/k 
by  bis  marriage  with  Margaret  of  Austria^  ^tLi^f^ 
daughter  of  that  prince,  affected  ^  uia^^j  of 
l^ii^s,  and  governed  this  state  with  a  hai|igbt*oesf 
and  independence,  which  r^nder^d  blip  odioii:^  9^ 
only  to  I^  fellow-citizens,  but  ev«u  tf  his  very  rer 
J^tioi^.   Upon  which  a  dangerous  conspiracy  w^ 
formed  against  the  life  of  thi«  prince^  at  th«  h^  W 
which  was  Philip  Strozzi,  husbaifid  of  Clarissa  ^ 
Medicif ,  and  aister  to,  pope  ]Leo  X-  W^  h^.  ba4  ^^ 
^T\  to  engaga  in  the  same  plot  Laur^uc^of  Madi^it^ 
cousin  to  the  governor,  his  next  heir,  and  eveo  hi^ 
fi^voip^rite,  Ferhap«^  besides  the  motive  and  pi^t^J^ 
of  defending  the  publie  libeity^  he  mghtlp^ve  h^ 
^  eye  to  that  great  snccess^»n^  ^id  w>aa  t|ior<  ^^ 
fp^my  to  the  prince  thjaui  to  the  princip^i^tjU .  9* 
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th^t  M  it  will,  ihrs  perfidibud  '^r^tch,  tvho  admihis^ 
lened  to  all  th*  pleasured  of  duke  Aletiilder,  pre* 
tMidiiig^  Re  haci  ^poiiirfed  Him  a  rend^iVbus  with  d 
Ftorentin^  hidy  at  hH  hbu9e>  got  him  thHher,  and 
ttabbed  him.  But  itiitestd  of  seizing  nponthtf^lace^ 
and  ez<^itlng  the  jf^^dfifle^  by  the  hopes  and  the  spe* 
cious  bait  of  libei^ty^  t6  tah^  tip  arms  iil  his  Tavoai", 
trouble,  ilstoiiiahment,  abd  feilr,  ftucbbeded  to  6d 
cruel  an  action.  He  filed,  ^nd  fh^  paHmns  of  the 
bouse  of  Medicis,  tecoterin^  from  their  surprise, 
aiid  betb^  uhable  to  supf)dtt  themseWes  \(rithout  a 
hedd^  filled  np  the  dignity  of  duke  Alexander  with 
Costna  de  Medtdis,  though  of  a  distant  branch,  tt 
yotrth  iSafrce  eitteeni  yet  of  a  judgment  vastly  su- 
pi^rior  to  hrs  years,  and  who,  in  so  deficaie  a  junc- 
ture^ dlsSotered  as  much  Courage  as  ambition.  Ho 
Was  soil  to  John  of  Medlcis,  one  of  the  most  faniou^ 
captains  of  Italy,  atid  of  Mary  of  Salviati,  A  ^otnatt 
^8  notch  celebrated  for  hei*  noble  ettfaction,  as  foil 
her  Wisdottt  and  condhct.  This  lady,  ever  slhc6  th(i 
death  of  John  of  Medicis,  had  lived  iti  widowhood 
with  great  austerity,  and,  shutting  herse(fup  iti 
her  house,  had  employed  all  her  thoughts  in  iti£ 
edtication  of  young  Cogmo.  Upon  the  first  ttewi  eHe' 
had  of  then*  design  to  advance  her  ^n  to  the  dlg- 
mty  which  dtrke  Alexander  had  enjoyed,  whether 
it  wer^  mafternal  teiidertiess  inspired  her  with  fear, 
when  she  thought  of  his  filling  tip  so  dangerous  a 
post;  or'  that,  as  Some  histdriahs  have  advanced,  that 
gen^^ous  womart  preferred  th^  tib^rfy  6f  h^r  coun- 
try to  the  iggrandiiing  of  hef  Son,  she  employed 
her  tears  ^nd  intreaties  tb  disstlade  hiYn  from  ac« 
ceptlng  it.  Bat  Costno,  either  mbte  reflate,  o^  more 
alDfbitious,  without  li^teuihg  to  her  remonstf ances, 
abandoned  hitdself  to  the  partJzans  of  his  house.  By 
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their  credit,  he  was  acknowledged  for  gOTeraor  of 
the  commonwealth  in  a  public  aagembly :  and  the 
emperor,  haying  notice  of  the  fatal  death  of  his  son^ 
in-law,  con6rmed  this  dispositioHi  Cosmo  took  the 
reiiiB  of  government  into  his  hands:  and,  though  so 
young,  conducted  himself  with  so  much  prudence, 
that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  determine,  whether  he 
was  most  indebted  to  his  skill,  or  his  good  fortune, 
for  the  principality  of  Florence* 

Strozzi,  and  the  partizans  fora  republican gorera^ 
ment,  seeing  the  Medicis  party  prevail  in  the  city, 
withdrew  from  it,  and  issued  secret  comn»iaBbns  for 
the  levying  offerees,  to  enable  then^selves  to  return 
into  it  sword  in  hand.   They  flattered  themselves, 
that  young  Cosmo,  busied  with  the  cares  of  his  in- 
fant  government,  would  not  so  soon  be  able  to  par- 
sue  them.  But  this  prince,  who  had  faithful  spies ii^ 
all  their  cabals,  soon  had  notice  of  their  armament; 
and,  in  order  that  they  might  not  have  time  to  in- 
crease it,  he  went  out  of  Florence  at  the  head  of  his 
friends,  and  the  standing  forces  of  the  government; 
and  strengthened  by  the  authority  of  the  laws,  of 
which  he  himself  was  the  depository,  he  marched 
directly  against  the  Strozzi,  who  were  publicly  pro- 
scribed by  the  magistracy.    Both  parties  met  near 
Marono,  a  village  not  far  from  Florence,  and  sooa 
engaged ;   but  it  was  rather  a  rout  than  a  battle. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  conspirators,  fearing  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  took  to  their  heels. 
Strozzi,  and  a  few  faithful  friends,  who  were  deter^ 
mined  not  to  abandon  him,  stood  their  ground,  and 
fought  like  desperadoes,  who  were  resolved  to  be 
cut  to  pieces;  but  they  were  disappointed.  Copmo, . 
whom  it  so  nearly  concerned  to  have  the  most  exact 
account  of  the  forces^  and  the  secret  correspondencs ; 
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6f  that  party,  had  given  orders  that  1 
should  be  spared,  in  which  he  was  obeye< 
contented  themselves  with  surrounding  th< 
being  disarmed,  they  were  immediately  pi 
and  were  carried  into  the  prisons  at  Flore: 
which  they  began  to  prosecute  them. 

It  was  on  such  dismal  tidings  that  th 
Capua  set  out  from  Malta  for  Italy,  to  1 
procuring  of  his  father's  liberty.  But  beir 
at  Naples,  he  was  informed  that  he  had  k 
self  in  prison  during  his  confinement;  w 
were  to  avoid  the  ignominy  of  his  execut 
some  historians  have  given  out,  through 
the  violence  of  the  rack,  and  other  kinds  c 
shonld  extort  from  him  the  name  of  the  s< 
tizans  which  he  had  in  the  city.    This  ms 
the  heathens  of  antiquity  would  have  ad 
whom  the  Christians  condemn,  killed  hims 
sword,  which  had  been  left  in  his  cham 
following  verse  of  Virgil  was  found  upon 
tie-tree,  which  he  had  engraved  with  th< 
his  sword. 

Exoriare  aliquu  nosiris  ex  ossibus  ultor  I 
O  maj  there  rise  some  'veoger  of  oar  blood ! 

His  children,  faithfol  to  their  father's  men 
voted  themselves  to  revenge  his  death, 
glorious  manner,  which  the  laws  author! 
they  considered  the  emperor  as  no  other 
subverter  of  the  liberty^of  their  country, 
indirect  author  of  their  father's  death,  th 
over  to  the  French,  and  served  in  their 
Peter  Strozzi,  the  eldest,  rose  by  his  valoi 
dignity  of  marshal;  and  the  prior  of  Capuj 
gnished  himself  in  the  sea-service,  in  which 
manded  as  j^eneral  of  the  galleys:  nor  wa 
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these  specious  marks  of  his  repentance^  promised 
him  the  utmost  security  in  his  army;  and  also,  that 
after  the  taking;  of  Susa,  he  would  carry  him  back 
to  Europe.  He  then  began  to  enquire  of  the  renegado 
concerning  the  condition  6f  the  place,  to  whom  the 
traitor  gave  an  account,  agreeable  to  what  he  had 
concerted  before  with  the  governor :  he  particnlariy 
told  him,  with  an  air  of  the  utmost  sincerity,  that 
the  quarter  which  his  cannon  played  upon  was  the 
strongest  part  of  the  place;  that  the  wall  there  was 
strengthened  with  a  rampart*  and  that  though  they 
might  possibly  ruin  and  beat  it  down,  tiiey  yet 
would  find  deep  intrenchments  behind  it,  fortified 
with  flanks  and  redabs,  and  lined  with  a  good  nam- 
ber  of  musketeeis  to  keep  off  the  assailants ;  andad^ 
ded  moreover,  that  the  governor,  finding  him  en- 
gaged in  attacking  that  place,  had  made  his  boasti 
that  all  the  Christians  should  perish  in  it.  The  mar- 
quis, to  whom  this  account  gave  no  small  unean- 
ness,  asked  him  which  was  the  weakest  part  of  the 
place  ;  which  being  just  what  the  renegado  wanted, 
he  shewed  him  the  strongest  part;  when  the  mar- 
quis, deceived  by^  the  advice  of  this  perfidiom 
wretch,  changed  his  batteries,  and  made  all  his  ef- 
forts agauist  some  towers  which  flanked  the  castle. 
These  towers,  the  renegado  assured  him,  would  be 
deqiolished  by  his  cannon  in  a  moment ;  but  they 
spent  all  the  powder  they  had  bronghtfrom  Malta, 
and  Sicily,  on  making  only  a  very  narrow  breach. 
However,  as  their  ammunition  failed,  the  marquis, 
who  was  not  yet  undeceived,  resolved  to  attempt 
an  assault.  In  pursuance  of  which,  an  hundred  and 
thirty  knights,  and  four  hundred  soldiers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  order,  mounted  it  first;  who,  though  they 
could  march  pnly  in  files,  one  after  another,  the^ 
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yet  got  to  the  top  of  the  breach,  vher^tKe]^  intettd- 
ed  to  have  made  a  lodgenent ;  hut  they  met  uritli 
nwh  large  and  deep  intrenohmentsbef^tfe  then,  and 
were  expoeed  to  (mob  voilieB  of  shdt  from  the  mwt* 
keteend  crots-bews  ia  the  fllaaks,  as  obliged  theiil 
to  retire.    They  then  proposed  to  turn  the  attaclD 
and  the  batteiiee  en  another  side^  but  were  pre* 
i^ented  by  the  want  of  powder.  It  was  with  the  ut« 
most  anguish)  that  the  marquis  saw  himself  unde# 
a  necessity  of  raising  the  siege,  who,  before  he  r*e*^ 
imbedded,  resolyed  to  vent  his  anger  on  the  rene^ 
gade;  bat  that  TiUain,  pleaeed  with  the  happy  suo*^ 
cess  his  artlfiee  had  met  with,  had  fled  into  thOF 
f6wn,  to  receive  the  reward  of  hie  treachery  and 
hypocrisy;  and  the  knighfs,  after  having  left  a* 
great  namber  of  their  comrades  and  soldieHB  at  the 
ibot  of  the  walle,  and  on  the  breach,  returned  de- 
sponding to  Malta,  where  they  complained  that  the 
emperor  had  sacrlfioed  the  forees  of  the  order,.nndep 
a  general  so  very  unfit  to  eottmand' them. 

The  commander  Botigella  seconded  these  jtist 
complaints  with  his  advice.    He  was  just  retorned^ 
fipom  his  government  of  TfipoU,  which  being  ex- 
pired, Ferdinand  de  BracamoH^,   commander  of 
Scolca,  was  nominated  his  suceeseor ;  and  Alensa 
Cordan,  a  knight  of  great  reputation,  was  to  com- 
mand the  cavalry  of  the  place.  Botigella,  on  hie 
return,  took  occasion,  fVom  the  ill  success  tff  the 
siege  of  Susa,  to  represent  to  the  gmnd  master  ttai 
council,  that  experience  ought  to  have  iHade  them 
sensible*  how  impracticable  it  was  forthe  Christians^ 
ever  to  make  any  fixed  and  durable  conquests  en^ 
the  coa^  of  Africa,  and  among  the  Moors ;  and  thet^ 
eHherfrom  the  aversion  which  a  dififerenee  of  reli- 
gion is  apt  to  inspire,  or  from  ^  natural  inceiH 

veil*  II.  4  a 
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•tancy  oC  those  people,  vho  were  altogether  as  uns 
faithful  to  fovereigns  of  their  own  nation,  as  ihey 
H^ere  to  foreigners ;  that  most  of  the  cities  along  the 
coast  of  Africa^^nce  the  return  of  Charles  V.  had- 
revolted  more  than  oncie ;  that  the  wars  which  they 
maintained,  and  the  squadrons  which  they  fitt^. 
out  to  assist  the  emperor,  drained  the  order  of  its. 
best  subjects,  and  cost  them  immense  sums;   tiiat 
the  cession,  which  that  prince  had  made,  or,  to 
speak  more  properly,  the  burtbensome  condition 
which  he  had  laid  pppn  them  of  undertaking  the 
defence  of  such  a  place,  which  he  had  annexed  to 
the  conyeyance  of  the  i^le  of  Malta,  opght  to  be 
considered  as  a  fatal  present  to  the  order;  and  that 
the  only  remedy  left  was  to  deliyer  it  back  imme^ 
diately  to  that  prince;  or,  in  case  of  his  insisting  on 
the  knights  continuing  still  there,  to  require  that  he 
himself  should  put  it  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  beat 
the  expence  of  raising  the  forti^c^tions,  and  other 
^orks  necessary  to  enable  it  to  sustain  a  siege. 

What  deference  soeyer  the  council  might  have  for 
the  opinion  pf  Botigella,  they  yet  thpugbt  proper, 
in  so  important  an  affair,  to  consult  such  knights  as 
were  beft  skilled  in  fprtificiition,  apd  particularly 
t|iose  who  had  commanded  in  the  place.  These  alt 
unanimously  conclpded  that  it  was  not  tenable ;  and, 
upon  their  report,  the  council  dispatched  the  bailiff 
de  Grplee  to  the  emperor.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the 
imperial  court,  he  represented  to  the  emperor,  that 
It  would  be  impossible  to  keep  Tripoli,  unless  th^ 
fortified  it  with  walls  of  a  necessary  height  and 
thickness;  that  ditches  of  a  proper  breadth,  and  but- 
'ijrarks  for  its  better  defence,  were  wanting ;  that 
unless  these  precautions  should  be  taken,  they  wonUI 
ox)ly  eypof  ^  all  the  ^nights  there  to  be  w%  to  pieces; 
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Chat  if  the  town  should  be  taken,  it  would  be  i 
Bible  for  the  caatle,  which  was  built  after  the  a: 
fashion,  to  hold  oiit  above  a  few  days;  and, 
that  it  was  perhaps  more  the  emperor's  intei 
abandon  such  a  weak  place,  to  blow  np  the 
-and  fill  np  the  month  of  the  harbonr.   But  tti 
peror,  who  was  neither  willing  to  be  at  the  ex 
^f  fortifying  it,  nor  to  depriye  himself  of  i 
which  served  as  a  key  to  Africa,  and  cost  hi 
thing  for  its  defence^  ordered  the  bailiff  to  t< 
grand  master  from  him^  that  he  would  negle 
thing  to  put  Tripoli  in  a  condition  of  defence 
he  desired  the  order  to  keep  always  a  strong 
son  in  it,  and  that  in  case  the  infidels  should  h 
'it,  he  would  immediately  send  positive  ord 
the  viceroy  of  Sicily,  to  throw  in  all  the  nec< 
succours.  He  added,  that  he  hoped  to  be  abli 
little  timci  to  drive  all  the  Turkish  corsairs  i 
the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  that  till  such  time 
could  turn  his  arms  on  that  side,  the  order  y 
oblige  him  in  joining  their  galleys  to  the  fl<    ; 
had  sent  into  the  Mediterranean. 
-     The  bailifi;  at  his  return,  having  given  the     i 
cil  an  account  of  the  success  of  his  embassy,    : 
'  immediately  fitted  out  four  galleys,  having  on  I    ; 
f  two  hundred  knights,  under  the  command  of  Sin    : 
'  bailiff  of  Lombardy,  who  joined  the  Christian .    i 
at  Messina,  which  Andrew  Doria,  prince  of  M<    i 
'and  great  admiral  to  the  emperor,  comma 
'  This  general  was  a  Genoese,  and  bom  of  a 
family,  which  he  rendered  still  more  iliustrioi 
bis  prodigious  bravery.   King  Francis  I.  and 
'  Clement  VII.  had  both  of  them  given  him  the     • 
mand  of  their  fleets.  After  having  quitted  the  k 
•ervice,  he  went  to  the  ev^eror's*    Thii  pi    i 
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tad  mho  urm  m  aftfiU  in  cornip«iB|f  kk  cgemy 'f  f»* 
neisah,  giai  thitOeMtie  over  to  hit  tide,  hj  tbe  cf- 
Unh^madi  hwi#f  an  aMMial  pettiiM  nf  60,009 
d*e«ti»  ted  Alio  df  BiaiMteiniMg  MOftiiitly  tvdve 
gflUeykttnderUtdMMMMd;  l«iinn|r  !»»>  ^t  the 
•MM  tiiM^  ttetGMKM  AmM  tiy^  ill  liberty,  h»- 
dtr  the  taitievor'i  pratectfw^  and  that  SavaaariioidA 
t«radiiC8diilldar«lusirdoiiitiiiMl.  Doila.  after  hiv^ 
tag  afproed  to  tkea*  artiekt,  rqported^  in  cirder  to 
jwtify  his  chtmgmg  Mh^  iksU  the  king:  of  Tcanee 
did  not  pay  hin  tlie  tnbiidico  8li|ittlated  for  tnaiti- 
«aiBinff  fail  falleyoi  that  kit  bad  defnivM  htm  of  the 
lanfloai  be  wM  to  ha¥e  for  the  prince  of  Orange^  has 
primier  of  war;  a8d  that^  notwithitailding  all  the 
iiiitaneci  b^  had  nsed  with  the  ministers  of  Fran- 
cis L  in  faTonr  of  the  Genoese  his  coaatrymen,  he 
yet  cottld  nerer  pif avail  so  fhr  astohave  tiwrn  Ueat^ 
ed  with  less  cppreMon  and  severity.  It  is  said»  that 
this  last  motive  of  oemplaint  had  a  greater  influence 
«ti  hil  changing  sides  than  all  the  rest :  and  that 
this  general,  who  was  fond  of  glory,  flattered  him- 
self»  that  he  shonld  immertaliae  1^  name,  by  de- 
livering his  country  from  thedoAiinionaf  the  FreDeh« 
Probably  tea,  nnder  eolonr  of  the  empetot's  |Hre(ec- 
thm^  and  the  shadow  of  this  Ub^y,  he  might  M  the 
same  time  hate  intended  td  establish  has  own  tetim- 
rity  therO)  fat  the  rnle  of  the  fforernment 

Whatever  might  be  tht  senma  of  these  diffelpent 
mnlivts,  it  is  certain,  that  Vrahce  conld  hardly  have 
Ittfltead  a  teore  canMeiahle  lass^  or  the  en^paiar 
IVfive  flMd^  a  mere  beneficial  acstiirition:  far  he 
employed  bim  equally  agakM  Solyman  and  Fran-* 
cis  t'  tttd  in^the  present  oocisicn,  he  m4oldy  eom« 
rnandtd  tha  vessels  of  Charles  V.  bnt  hsd  likflvisa 
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tiie  n]Mr^me  aQthority  ever  alt  ibe  fleet  of  tk 
tian  lea^e. 

The  pope  was  alao^ngag^  in  tintleaifin 

the  emperor  and  the  order  of  Malta  had  ma 

their  bniinees  now  was  to  draw  the  Yelieti 

it; but  they  carefully  avoided  alloccaeloneof 

to  a  raptara  with  Solyman,  a  fenoidablo 

whose  territories  were  adjoiaiOj^  to  those  of 

poblic»  DoriBi  in  order  to  render  them  snsp 

Solymauj  and  ttiake  it  seeas  as  if  these  repi 

were  to  act  in  concert  with  him,  wrote  to  G 

Pezaro^  their  generai,  to  this  purport^  that  ii 

be  necessary  to  attaok  the  Torhs«  before  th< 

ral  squadrons  should  be  joined.   He  sent  th 

by  a  small  bark»  whieh,  as  he  designed  it,  I 

the  infidels  hands;  this  they  sent  imnedii 

Solyman,  who  thereupon  made  bitter  eoi 

of  it  to  the  imilo  or  ambassador  of  the  commoi 

In  vain  did  that  minister  protest  that  the  i 

of  Venice  had  no  iatellii^ence  with  Charles 

his  oaths  and  protestations  made  no  great 

sion  on  Solyman.   ''  There  is/'  says  that  p 

him,  "  but  one  way  left  to  justify  your  i 

which  is>  that  they  iaamediately  sign  a  leag 

ma  againet  the  emperor^  and  join  their  ship 

fleet,  in  order  to  attacJi  his  dominions/'  Th< 

whose  fundamental  maiim  was  the  obserViUj 

tralityt  rejected  the  propoial ;  aikd  an  aocid 

pened  at  the  same  time«  w^ich  famished  i 

lion  or  pretemce  for  a  rapture. 

The  sultan's  impatial  galley  being  separa 
the  fleet  by  a  etorm»  fell  by  night  into  thi 
Venetians,  when  Alexander  Contarini,  pre 
general  of  the  army,  taking  it  in  the  da 
fflsel  beloKgitiig  to  the  corsatri^  attacked  i 
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*  the  raii  or  commaiider,  cot  tliree  hundred  janiasi^- 
ries  to  pieces,  and  made  himself  master  of  it.  Soljr- 
man  made  great  complains  on  this  subject,  and  de- 
manded that  Contarini  should  be  delivered  into  his 
hands,  to  be  punished;  but  not  being  able  to  at- 
tain this  satisfaction,  ha  declared  war  against  tbe 
.  Venetians.  Whateyer  share  the  knights  might  have 
in  this  war,  it  would  be  foreign  to  my  present  pur- 
pose to  enter  into  the  detail  of  it ;  all  Ishallobsenre 
•is,  that  the  Christian  and  Turkish  fleets  met  near  a 
'bay  of  the  Adriatic;  that  they  canuunaded  each 
other  furiously  ;  but  that  the  Turks,  who  were  no- 
-der  Barbarossa's  command,  finding  thcmseWes  to 
be  weaker,  retired  into  the  bay  of  Arta,  to  avoid 
coming  to  a  general  engagement;  that  several  bat- 
tles had  been  fought,  but  not  one  of  them  decisive; 
and,  finally,  thatDoria,  notwithstanding  his  having 
been  earnestly  solicited  by  the  patriarch  of  AIex<- 
andria,  who  commanded  the  pope's  squadron,  and 
by  the  knights  of  St.  John,  had  yet  obstinately  re- 
fused, under  pretence  that  there  was  not  wind 
enough  for  his  ships  to  advancei  against  the  enemy, 
and  had  looked  quietly  on  whilst  Barbarossa  made 
his  e^ape,  for  fear  of  destroying  the  only  general 
the  enemy  had  who  was  formidable  to  his  master; 
since  that,  as  long  as  Barbarossa  should  be  livings 
he  would  be  necessary  to  the  emperor;  a  piece  of 
policy  which  both  Barbarossa  and  Doria  recipro- 
cally observed ;  who,  without  any  concerted  intel- 
ligence between  them,  never  pushed  their  advan- 
tage contrary  to  their  respective  interests,  so  far  as 
to  get  rid  of  an  enemy,  who,  though  he  were  a 
rival,  was  yet  of  use  to  enhance  their  several  talents 
and  capacities, 
i    The  Christians  were  less  snccessfnl  at  land  IImq 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  XNI0HT9  OF  MALTA.        569 

tkey  had  been  at  sea.  The  conquest  of  Hun^arj 
had  always  made  part  of  the  vast  project,  or,  to  speak 
more  properly,  part  of  the  chimera  of  a  universal 
monarchy  ascribed  to  Charles  V.  In  consequence 
of  which,  Ferdinand  king  of  the  Romans,  who  was 
brother  to  the  emperor,  in  concert  with  him,  or 
rather  by  his  orders,  had  actually  invested  the  town 
of  Buda;  and  Rocandorf,  one  of  bis  generals,  was 
carrying  on  the  siege  with  great  vigour.  Solyman, 
who  was  jealous  of  any  accession  of  power  to  the 
house  of  Austria,  under  pretence  that  Sepusius,  the 
last  king  of  Hungary,  had,  by  his  will,  appointed 
htm  to  be  tutor  to  his  infant  son,  sent  Mahomet,  one 
of  his  bashas,  to  throw  succours  into  the  place.  The 
Turkish  general  attacked  and  forced  the  Jines  of 
the  Austrians,  cut  above  twenty  thousand  men  to 
pieces,  either  put  to  flight,  or  took  prisoners  the 
poor  remains  of  the  army;  and  Solyman  arriving 
soon  after  in  Hungary,  entered  Buda,  into  which  he 
put  a  strong  garrison,  under  pretence  of  preventing 
the  designs  of  Ferdinand :  and,  in  order  to  cloak  his 
usurpation,  declared  publicly,  that  as  soon  as  the 
young  king  should  be  of  age  he  would  deliver  him 
up  the  place. 

Notwithstanding  a  solemn  promise  made,  which 
ambitious  princes  never  want  pretencea  to  excuse 
themselves  from  performing,  this  enterprise  of  the 
grand  seignior  alarmed  the  Hungarians  no  less  than 
the  Germans.  No  one  doubted  but  that  the  emperor 
would  bring  a  mighty  force  into  the  field,  in  order 
to  rid  himself  of  so  formidable  a  neighbour :  it  would 
have  been  a  sight  altogether  worthy  the  attenticHi 
of  other  monarchs,  to  see  those  two  great  princes, 
bpth  of  them  so  powerful  and  ambitious,  fighting 
pS^iuf  t  each  other,  ai|d  disputing  th^  entire  posses^  , 
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cioft  of  Hungary  in  tile  field :  but  wheAer  U  yni 
that  Charles  did  not  tare  to  titwt  hk  flarj  to  for* 
taae,  or  thai  be  flattered  himself  with  sacotedi^^ 
in  another  enterprise^  the  raccess  of  vhioh  vae  Ian 
dbubtfal,  that  prinee,  whoso  designa  wnte  alveys 
impenetrable,  Isft  the  dareoee  of  Hungary  to  tiio 
king,  his  brother,  in  order  toattaek  Africa  and  fail 
on  the  dominions  of  Barbarosnw  Tba  absence  of  lliat 
corsair,  who  was  gone  to  Constantiiiople,  aiade  hiM 
flatter  himself  that  he  sbonld  meet  with  a  fseble 
opposition  in  the  taking  of  Algiers ;  and  ha  hoped^to 
hoTo  the  same  saceess  in  the  siege  of  this  place  as 
he  had  had  in  that  of  Tunis :  for  whicb  end  he  issued 
ont  orders  in  Spaln>  in  Naples,  and  in  Sicily,  ft? 
making  preparations  snitable  to  the  greatness  of  the 
enterprise.     Ferdinand  Cortez,  the  Spaniard,  who 
acquired  so  much  glory  by  the  discorery  and  con- 
quest of  Mexico,  was  appointed  to  the  command  ef 
the  armament  to  be  raised  in  Spain:  Ferdinand  de 
Gonaaga,  and  Don  Pedro  do  Toledo,  viceroys  of 
Sicily  and  Naples,  carried  on  their  preparations 
with  the  greatest  application  in  those  two  kingdoms: 
they  drew  a  body  of  caiHilry  firom  Germany  and 
the  county  of  Burgundy;   and  CamiHo  Colonna, 
Augustin  Spinola,  and  Antonio  Doria,  having  the 
commission  of  colonels,  made  levies  of  infant^  all 
over  Italy, 

The  grand  roaster  of  Malta  received  a  letter  at 
the  same  time  ftom  the  emperor,  written  in  the  most 
obliging  terms,  by  which  the  knights  were  invited 
to  join  their  forces  to  hisi  for  the  undertahtng  of  a 
holy  war,  which,  he  assured  them,  was  designed 
only  for  the  diestruction  of  the  corsairs  and  the  ene- 
mies of  the  order.  So  great  was  the  nnmber  of 
knights  who  ofl^ed  them^Wer  for  thiiy  expedltioiv 
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that  Malta  and  the  convent  would  have  been  left 
Resetted,  had  not  the  grand  master  prudently  limited 
this  succour  to  four  hundred  knights.  These  went 
on  board  f6ttr  galleys  of  the  order,  each  knight  be- 
ing  attended  With  two  servants  well  armed;  and 
George  Schilling,  great  bailiff  of  Germany,  and  at 
that  time  general  of  the  galleys  of  the  order,  was 
a))pointed  to  comVnand  the  squadron,  who,  in  tKe 
portof Bohifacio,  joined  part  ofllie  emperor's  fleet^ 
Cotntnanded  by  him  in  person,  whence  they  went  to 
Blajorca,  where  the  ships  and  galleys  had  orders  to 
rendezvous  before  the  end  of  September. 

Thene  Was  no  one  that  could  flatter  himself  with 
the  hoped  bf  succeeding  in  an  enterprise  wliich  was 
undertaken  *when  the  season  was  so  far  advanced ; 
but  as  the  emperor  pursued  it  With  vigour,  the 
courtiers,  whose  Sole  employment  is  flattery,  were 
fiot  willing  t6  suggest  to  him  a  truth  so  contrary  to 
his  inclinatioli;  So  that  none  but  Andrew  t>oria,  the 
^reat  admiral,  and  the  marquis  del  Guasto,  gene- 
ral of  the  land  forces,  that  presume  to  represeni 
to  him  the  perils  to  which  he  was  going  to  exjpose 
himself;  and  Doria,  the  greatest  seaman  of  his  age^ 
told  him,  that  no  pilot  at  ^at  season  dhrst  venture 
to  sea  for  any  time  without  the  utmost  necessity; 
that  the  sea  of  fearbary  was  at  that  f  ime  very  8u*b- 
ject  to  storms,  and  that  he  was  afraid  lest  a  gust  of 
wind  should  scatter  his  fleet,  and  prevent  the  suc- 
cess of  his  atms:  and  the  venerable  old  man  added^ 
in  his  naval  style,  "  Siififer  yourself  to  "be  diverted 
from  this  enterj3ri6e;  for  if  we  should  go,  we  shall 
be  all  lost,  by  God.'*  To  which  the  emperor  re- 
plied, laughing, "  Two-and-twenty  years  of  empire 
for  me,  and  threescore  and  twelve  of  life  for  you^ 
0oght  to  satisfy  us^  so  as  to  make  us  both  die  con^ 
voii.  II.  4  c 
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t'^nted:*'  and  so,  without  altering  his  resolation^  hf 
vrent  on  board,  set  sail  towards  Algiers,  where,  after 
having  met  with  a  violent  storm,  he  arrived  on  the 
24th,  or  as  others  have  it,  on  the  26th  of  October. 

Though  the  wind  was  down,  yet  the  sea  still  ran 
so  high,  that  they  were  forced  to  defer  the  landing 
for  two  days,  in  order  to  prevent  the  soldiers  beings 
forced  to  wade  through  the  water  up  to  the  middle. 
They  afterwards  diseipbarked  without  any  great 
opposition  from  the  infidels,  when  sixty  galleys  put 
their  troops  ashore,  and  the  great  ships  landed  theirs 
in  boats.  After  their  disembarkation  the  army  wa« 
fpund  to  consist  of  twenty  thousand  foot  and  six 
thousand  horse.  The  emperor,  in  order  to  prevent 
jealousies,  which  too  often  arises  between  troops  of 
different  nations,  divided  them  into  three  bodies: 
the  first  was  composed  of  Italians,  to  whom  he  joined 
the  knights  and  soldiers  of  Malta,  under  the  com** 
maud  of  the  grand  bailiff,  who  received  no  orders 
but  from  the  emperor;  the  Spaniards,  all  of  them 
yeterans,  formed  the  second  body;  and  theGermans* 
Burgundians,  and  a  great  number  of  volunteers^ 
made  up  the  third.  The  Spaniards  led  the  van,  the 
Italians  composed  the  main  body>  where  the  emperor 
was  in  person,  and  the  Germans  were  placed  in  the 
rear.  Each  of  these  bodies  had  three  field-pieces  at 
the  head  of  their  line,  to  defend  them  from  the 
Arabs,  who  attacked  without  order,  did  what  exe« 
cution  they  could,  then  wheeled  off,  and  were  in- 
<;essantly  returning  to  the  charge. 

The  emperor  ordered  the  battalion  of  Malta  txk 
extend  itself  to  the  left  of  the  main  battle,  to  re- 
pulse those  light  horse ;  the  knights  were  on  foot, 
armed  with  cuirasses  and  headpieces,  and  a  long  or 
lialf  p^ke  in  their  hands*    The  author  of  a  relatioi^ 
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sent  to  the  pope,  obserTefl,  that  their  eabrevests 
were  all  of  damask  or  crimson  veWet,  on  which  theii^ ' 
white  crosses  bein^  placed,  made  a  glittering  show  i 
and  that  they  discovered  such  an  air  of  grandeut 
and  intrepidity  as  gave  terror  to  all  such  barba-*^ 
rians  as  durst  approach  them.  The  emperor's  head-^ 
quarters  were  marked  out  between  two  brooks,  and 
he  planted  heavy  artillery  all  around  a  little  hill, 
which  at  the  same  time  played  both  upon  the  towu 
and  the  country. 

The  city  of  Algiers,  bnilt  in  form  of  an  amphi-^ 
theatre,  stands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  over  against 
the  port,  the  foundation  of  which  is  ascribed  to  the 
son  of  Juba,  king  of  Mauritania.  Barbarossa,  at 
his  setting  out  for  Constantinople,  committed  the 
government  of  it  to  an  old  eunuchj  named  Hascen, 
who  was  an  aga,  and  a  renegade  of  the  island  of 
Sardinia,  a  great  seaman,  and  one  in  whom  he  en^ 
tirely  confided.  The  emperor,  before  he  attacked 
the  place,  dispatched  a  gentleman  to  him  to  per« 
suade  him  to  surrender  it.  The  envoy,  in  order  to 
determine  him  to  it,  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
emperor's  power,  his  forces,  his  land  and  sea  armies, 
at  the  same  time  offering  him  considerable  sums; 
and  concluding  his  discourse  with  a  representation, 
that  he  ought  to  make  use  of  this  occasion  to  return 
into  his  own  country,  and  of  being  readmitted  into 
the  bosom  of  the  church,  from  which  he  had  been 
unhappily  divorced  by  his  unfortunate  circum- 
stances. The  eunuch  heard  him  out  with  patience, 
but  all  the  answer  he  returned  him  was,  "  That  it 
was  a  great  piece  of  folly  for  any  one  to  take  upon 
himself  to  advise  an  enemy ;  but  that  it  was  a  much 
greater  to  hearken  to  the  advice  that  an  enemy 
gave.''  Upon  which  he  dismissed  th«  £entl«man. . 
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Thi&^Qverapi;  haf^imtbhm^igifat  biMtdredTiirW 
tn^o  were  old(  ani  e^[(em»Med  ioldteni^  and;  abenlF 
•ix  thottsaodi9babifa9Ml9».  partly.  Afoor0^  and  portly 
jefiugc^s  of  6pa«adat.^L  b^arms  vaisv  aod  ^  to.a 
majQ  raiolired  tQ  baUll«d(  upoft  t^4q>Ql4  ralhfA  thw 
fall  agai«.  under  thp  domipWa  of  tho  Sfieiwidi* 
Hbteaj^a. had. Uk^ifKiM .mnt: woney  and  preartitote 
•Qv.effaL  qaptainaa(  t^f^AmlMi.  iu  crdta  ta.eagiige 
tbAPit.ta  i^QW  tN  ccttnik^^  and  Imrnuatbe  oani^of 
the  Christians;  to  which  they  had  bvt  tM  natural 
a.pi^0^n8ity»  frMuthfl  genius  of  tli^innatiiin^\«Weh 
subsists  onlyby  incttrsionSiand  plunder^  AUlto 
plain  was  s#on  c^v^redi  over  witb  them;,  maslk  ol! 
them  had  lon^.  javoiinSi*  whii^H  tb^  bnrled  with  sa 
much ) dexterity^  that lh<^ Christians  fonad  it:a.Mry 
difficnU  matter  tq  parry  the  strol^e. 

Whilst)  these  light  horse  were  centamiing*  their 
skiraiisbes^  thera  arose^  as  night'  was  camiiig,  0Q# » 
terrible  >8tornii  attended)  withian>aicessive  eold  raia^ 
which  ponred  dawn  in.snt^h  floodsj  that  it  fiUad  the 
Christian  camp. with  urater^  Tha  rain  soaked  the 
ground  to  such  in  degree,  that  they  eouldt  march 
oply  in  .dirt;  and  n^ir^;  besid^iw  as<  they  had  nolhid 
tipae  suflElcient  for  th^  laa^ding  of  thmtants  and 
eqnipagesbt :th#  wbol^  af  iny.  had  no  covering  bnt  tha 
shy;  so  diat  the  soldiera  matcbea  were  quite  pat 
out,  and  the  powder;  in  their  pouches  all  wet.  The: 
goyemor»  in  oidetf  to  make  his  advantage  of  tlH« 
dtsasler,  saUiedfOnit  ait  day-hreah»  with  part  of  the 
garrisan^  who  firslbfeU.  upon  three  companies,  tbafc 
u&ere.po8ted  upouiaiStme  bridge,  wliieJk  led  to  one. 
of  the  gates  of  the  town;  and  the  infidrlf*  fiodiag- 
these  soldiarsi  bamraihed  with  cold,  cut  them  tcr 
pieces.  Thia  littla  suQoess  encouraged  them  to  fall 
upon  th^  ei«peR>r-s. quarter;  bnt.the  coloneb  C^ 
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Iohm  and*  S|^iiiel»  nm  iiMbm,  wt^nhtmi^Aw 
rej^meiitSk  BiMtatned  by  the  kmigphtoof  Mmltai  wh<^ 
thottgbon  footi  fell  m  ao  fnrioasly  Mimiptke  Tap- 
lnh«  and  Mooridif  cs'i^alry,  that  they  fcilM  a  great 
nvmber  of  thent  and  dinooantei^tevefftl.  The  aiD- 
titer  to  whom  I  am  obliged  fbr  part  of  this  relation^ 
aays,**  that  a  Frenoh^  kni^t;  brother  Nicholaade 
Yillegagnon,  throwinghimaelf,  with  an-impetaoiity 
natural 'to  h»  natkm^  into  the  midat  of  the  infideb^ 
was  woanded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  Mooriflh  honied- 
man^  who  0traeh  him  with*  hit  lanee;  but  that  the 
knight^  having  miflned  the  thrust  he  made  at  hina 
with  hia  pike,  ae  Hie  Moor  was  turning  his  horra 
to  give*  him  a  ieeond  blow,  the  knight,  who  W89 
very  tall,  and  of  a  strength  proportionable  to  his 
stature,  leaped'  upon  the  crupper  of  his^  enemy's' 
horse,  gavehim  a  stab;  and  threw  him  to  the  ground* 
Nor  were  his  eompanions  inferior  to  him  in  bravery; 
fdr  they  all  rallied  about  the  Btnndard  of  the  orden 
when  Ftedinand'  deGonsaga^  one  of  tiie  emperor^^^ 
lieutenant-generals^  addreising  himself  to  the  grand 
baitt£Fof  the  order,  cried  out,  ''Courage,  my  brave ' 
commander;  it  i^^  not  enough' for*  us  to  beet  these^ 
dogSi  we  must  pursue  theroi  and  enter  with  thei»% 
into?  Algiers^;  it  is  destined^  fbr  3H>ur  knights  alone' 
to  finish  a* war  beforedt  bto^begaui  and<takeaplace 
of  such  strength  withont  arms  op  artillery.'*    The' 
knights,  whoj  by  this- time,  had  little  strengdi  left 
but  what  their  courage* supplied!  needed' not  to  be 
encouraged  with*  such  dibcourses;  but,  inflamed* 
witfi  the  highest  ardtar,  pursued  the^enemy  to  the' 
very  gates  ofthe  city,  and  were  just  ready  to  throw 
themselves  into  theplace,  when  the  gerernor,  whor 

•  Relation  du  siege  d'Algier,  addressee  an  pape  Paul  Illi 
par  le  secretaire  de  sod  legate 
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i«    vk»    itfi .  :s3p^    a  ig-  iMiiim^    ae ' '111 .raver- 

'i»r      «*»*nfr>-     ~'*«JV     lif '<%.X2  '  12Xrifc^fliiiBfS'QiaA--HBB' 

i*->rfi»    r«r;:itr  o   .'.it  lotfL  .a .  t^  «viii*«L  .i^Mtf 
a--st.     »jr    X    nt?    «Hiie    anr.    x   «car-*3ft  jbliuk 

«^t4?r^.    -JkM.  laa  Jipix  sen  jl  itnir;   awL  'laa? 
^igi.  3iFnsur»ra^rf   «i  tU   aUti*  2xbcr  ilea*  iW  t^^^^*^ 

\hgM^^f  at  «He;r  .leait, 

df  A:0^<^  aa«l  Itm^Az  bock  bia 
witl^  li;t^/  ^^  lirnnreJg  The  i 
arr^vir^^  m  Uat  aS  fiiio  were 
4U4 ;  Mp4  «MN«ir  ti^  Mt*  fcvaiher  PaMc  de  Str 
^ifimm,  iton^r^bearrr  af  Oe  order,  the  kwi^t 
^^  ^M  iMiek  bii  da^^er  in  Oie  gale  of  Algitf** 
""€  mMn,  notwHliftatidiof^  Ua  ha^iiig  r^ 
(rg  e  wcrund  £rom  a  crotth^w,  and  thoogl^. 
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vrt§  resolved  to  ncrifico  all  hit  soldiers  who  were 
out  of  the  city  to  the  fury  of  the  Christians,  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  shut.    The  abovementioned/Mnriter 
relates,  that  the  chevalier  Ponce  de  Savignac,  a 
Frenchman,  who  carried  the  standard  of  the  order, 
fixed  his  dagger  in  the  gate,  as  a  proof  that  he  had 
advanced  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  go. 
As  the  rain  ceased  in  the  morning,  the  old  gover- 
nor, seeing  from  the  walls  that  his  soldiers  bad  none 
to  contend  with  but  the  knights,  and  some  Italian 
companies,  ordered  the  artillery,  which  was  upon 
the  town  rampart  on  that  side,  to  be  levelled  against 
them ;  and  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  retreat,  he  made  a  second  sally  with  the  best 
troops  of  his  garrison,  armed  with  iron  cross-^bows, 
which  were  of  great  use  to  them  in  rainy  weather. 
They  were  now  come  a  second  time  to  a  close  en- 
gagement, when  most  of  the  Italians,  who  were  raw 
soldiers,  that  had  never  seen  a  battle,  and  being 
also  benumbed  with  cold,  either  fled,  or  suffered 
themselves  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  without  offering  to 
make  the  least  defence.    The  emperor,  having  no- 
tice of  the  danger  to  which  the  knights  were  ex* 
posed,  sent  some  companies  of  Germans  to  their  suc- 
cour; the  bailiff  Schilling,  of  the  same  nation,  put 
himself  at  their  head,  made  a  fresh  charge  upon 
the  infidels,  pushed  them  a  second  time  to  the  gates 
of  Algiers,  and  brought  back  his  troops  covered 
with  glory  and  wounds.  The  infidels  shot  poisoned 
arrows,  so  that  all  who  were  wounded  with  them 
died ;  and  among  the  rest,  brother  Ponce  d^  Sa- 
vignac,  standard-bearer  of  the  order,  the  knight 
who  had  stuck  his  dagger  in  the  gate  of  Algiers. . 
This  brave  man,  notwithstanding  his  having  re- 
ceived a  large  wound  from  a  cross-bow^  and  though 
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^e  felt  th^  pcHson  creeping  forward,  and  approach- 
ing his  heart, .  yet  bad  the  resolution  and  strength 
to  carry  his  standard,  supported  only  by  a  soldier, 
always  aloft,  and  would  not  quit  it  till  the  moment 
he  expired.     It  is  said,  that  the  order,  besides  this 
)s  night,  and  the  cheyalierde  Villars,  of  the  language 
of  Auvergne,  who  was  disabled  by  his  wound,  lost 
above  seyenty-fiTe  knights  on  this  occasion;  among 
which  are  reckoned  brother  Diego  de  Coutreas,  a 
Spaniard;  brother  Lopez  Alvarez,  a  Navarette; 
brother  John  di  Pennas,  a  Castiliah ;  brother  Peter 
de  Ressay ;  John  Babot,  Charles  de  Gueyal,  and 
John  Pinard,  Frenchmen ;   brother  Joseph  de  la 
Cosa,  and  brother  Maria  Catracanti,  Ttalians,  three 
chaplains  of  the  order,  and  about  four  hundred 
soldiers  in  the  service  of  it. 

But  this  was  inconsiderable,  if  compared  to  that 
which  the  Emperor  sustained  that  day,  by  the  loss 
of  the  greatest  part  of  his  fleet.  Black  clouds  began 
to  obscure  the  light  of  the  sun,  after  which  followed 
such  a  violent  storm,  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  winds, 
the  sea,  the  earth,  lightning,  thunder,  rain,  and  all 
the  elements  confounded,  had  conspired  to  destroy 
the  army  of  the  Christians.  The  ships,  driven  from 
their  anchors  by  the  violence  of  the  storm,  appeared 
one  while  to  be  carried  aloft  in  the  clouds  by  moun- 
tains of  water,  and  the  next  moment  sunk  down  in 
the  gaping  ocean,  and  seemed  to  be  plunged  to  the 
very  bottom  of  it.  Some  of  them,  tossed  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  winds,  the  pilots  and  mariners  being  no 
longer  able  to  manage  them,  struck,  and  were 
dashed  to  pieces  against  one  another;  others,  driven 
along  the  coast  by  the  force  of  the  tempest,  split 
upon  the  rocks,  and  were  beat  to  pieces;  so  that  in 
leps  than  half  an  hour^  fifteen  galleys  and  eighty^ 
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greater  was,  tJiat  these  Aips  were  laden  with  pro- 
visions; by  which  inisf<Mrtuiie  the  l)ind  army  lort 
all  hopes  of  subsistence;  and  especially  in  a  country 
that  was  desert,  and  in  the  possession  of  barbariansu 
who  triumphed  in  the  calamities  of  the  Christians. 

In  this  extremity,  some  officers  of  galleys,  seeing 
their  loss  inevitable,  and  hurried  on  with  despair, 
endeavoured  to  run  aground  upon  the  codft,  in 
bopes  that  the  storm  would  throw  them  upon  some 
place  nearer  land,  whence  some  of  them  might  be 
fortunate  enough,  to  save  themselves,  either  by 
vwimming,  or  getting  upon  shattered  pieces  of  their 
Tessels.  Several  took  this  sad  resolution,  and  either 
perished  miserably,  or  else  were  killed  by  the  Arabs, 
who  lined  the  shore,  and  who  murdered  these  poor 
creatures  unmercifully,  without  caring  to  make 
them  slaves,  as  the  historian  Ulloa,  whose  father  was 
in  this  fatal  expedition,  informs  us.  This  author 
relates  further,  that  the  vessel  of  Don  Antonio  Car* 
riero,  a  flag-officer,  having  been  split  to  pieces,  ft 
young  Spanish  maiden  of  exquisite  beauty,  who  was 
his  mistress,  and  was  on  board  bifi  ship,  being  thrown 
by  the  waves  upon  the  shore,  an  Arab,  at  the  sight 
of  her  rich  clothes,  and  the  jewels  she  had  on,  ran 
immediately  to  seize  upon  her  as  his  prey;  and 
without  being  the  least  moved  with  either  fhe 
prayers,  tears,  or  even  the  charms  of  that  young 
lady,  inhumanly  murdered  her  in  cold  blood. 

The  sea  rwas  now  covered  with  broken  veflieli, 
pieces  of  timber,  and  bodies  of  men  and  hordes, 
which  were  floating  up  and  down.  The  galley  of 
Janetin  Doria,  the  great  admiral's  nephew,  whom 
he  loved  so  entirely,  running  designedly  aground, 
stuck  fast  in  the  sand  on  the  sea-Hhore.    He  waul(| 
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tiavf  bt«lt  killed  hy  the  Arabir  had  not  tlic  eolp^ror^ 
irb*  WM  «  mttancholy  tpMftsUr  of  tbe  wreok»  ^ot 
4owii  Dion  Antonio  d'Arfagoa,  with  tome  Italian 
€6aipflQi|it0/  who  ssred  him  from  tfoa^e  borkiTiani^ 
HistoviaM  say,  thtft  1ib«  nAnirol,  hcstriii^  of  th# 
dangler  he  had  nm,  cried  mtt,  wiih  teara  inhia  ejer, 
^  My  ftfphew  waa  axpMed  «o  that  misfartime,  td 
taadh  mt  before  I  die  to  weep  at  sea/'  Twelve  gBrl-^ 
layf  belongia^  to  the  admiral,  fo«ir  coiaManriied  hf 
VirgiMoUrsinifSeTatfal  ^Ueyaof  Naples  a^d  Sicify, 
and  thff ee  buodrcd  eaionds,  captains  of  ships,  and 
otherofficersby  sea  and  land,  ansd  np wards  of  eight 
thooaand  msan,  sot^ra  and  mariners,  were  lost  on 
iMs  oeaapion. 

The  mariners  of  a  gMej  of  M^It^/  eafted  The 
Bastard,  having  ewdaavanred  to*  ra»  her  agroand 
on  a  flat  shore,  where  tbe^  might  have  saved  their 
lives,  brotherFranciscod^  Azeredo,  who  commanded 
her,  perceiving  Aeir  design,  ^posed  it  with  the 
ntmost  intrepidity;  and  whoD^  the  seamen,  grown 
holder  by  the  common  danger,  represented  to  him*, 
ihat  the  order  would  be  no  greM  snfferers  by  the 
loss  of  the  hulfc  of  ^  galley,  which  had  already 
eerved  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  had  beeri 
repaired  and  refitted  several  t^mes,  the  commander, 
laying  his  hand  on  hisaword,  erted  onY,  ''The  order 
has  entrusted  me  with  this  galley,  and  I  will  hilt 
the  first  man  who  shall  offer  to  sliift  her ;  so  that  w^ 
must  either  perish  h4eve,  or  save  her."  This  heroic 
resolution,  and  the  courage  and  intrepidity  ef  the 
knight,  inspired  his  orew  with  the  same  brarvery ; 
and  himself  setting  them  a  pattern^  and  seatteriilg 
hia  money  plentifully  amongst  tht*m.  they  all  set 
Heheir  handa  to  thepump;  so  that,  notwithstanding 
the  vast  quantity  of  water  that  was  got  into  the 
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hold,  he  yet  sayed  his  ^lley.  Another  beloii|^og 
to  the  order,  called  La  Catarinetta,  commanded  by 
John  Barrientos,  narrowly  escaped  beioi^  lost  by 
another  nnhappy  accident;  for  his  helm  being  broke 
by  a  violent  shock  of  the  waves,  the  vessel  having 
norudder,  and  being  driven  by  the  storm,  was  gmng 
to  split  upon  the  rocks :  but  two  bold  seamen,  by 
ropes  let  down  naked  into  the  sea,  fastened  on 
another  rudder,  which  they  had  in  reserve:  and, 
without  any  tools  but  their  bare  hands,  put  the 
needle  through  the  eye  of  the  helm,  and  by  that 
means  saved  the  galley. 

Nor  was  the  land  army  in  less  danger,  the  sol* 
diers  having  neither  tents,  equipage,  ammunition, 
nor  even  a  day's  provision,  and  destitute  of  the  ne- 
cessary remedies  to  cure  the  wounded.  The  author 
of  the  relation,  from  whom  I  have  taken  theabove- 
mentioned  particulars,  speaks  to  pope  Paul  III.  to 
yfhom  he  sent  it,  as  follows :  M  I  can  assure  your 
holiness  that  I  saw  five  knights  of  Malta,  and  above 
thirty  gentlemen  volunteers,  faint,  aud  lose  all  their 
blood  in  the  mire,  without  any  one  being  able  to 
give  them  the  least  assbtance:  by  the  emperor's 
orders  they  killed  all  the  horses  of  th^  army,  and 
distributed  them  among  the  soldiers  by  companies." 

That  prince  afterwards  raised  the  siege,  and  kept 
the  sauie  order  and  method  in  his  return,  as  he  had 
observed  at  his  landing.  The  knights  of  Malta, 
though  most  of  them  were  wounded,  had  yet  the 
post  of  hqnour,  and  were  put  in  the  rear,  togethev 
with  the  soldiers  of  the  order,  and  such  of  the  army 
as  were  best  armed.  The  author  of  the  relation  adds, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  oppose  the  attacks  of  the 
governor  of  Algiers,  who  made  continual  charge^ 
^poq  thein^  at  tt^e  head  of  his  cayalry,  in  order  (9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'^irr 


tltE    KNIOHTS   OF   IfiAttA.  575* 

tneommode  the  march  of  the  army.  At  last  the 
Christians  came  in  the  evening  to  the  side  of  abrook 
called  Alcarasi  which  the  great  rains  had  rendered 
nnfordable^  which  obliged  them  to  encamp,  and 
spend  the  night  there;  all  which  the  workmen  of 
the  army  employed  in  bniiding  abridge,  which  they 
made  of  the  shattered  remains  of  the  vessels  that 
were  found  upon  the  shore;  this  being  done,  the 
army  passed  over  it  the  next  day.  After  three  daya 
march  they  arriTod  near  Cape  Matafns,  where  the 
poor  remains  of  the  fleet  had  put  in.  Here  the  army 
reimbarked  with  great  joy  at  quitting  the  shore ; 
but  they  had  scarce  been  three  hours  under  saiU 
when  a  new  storm  arose;  the  fleet  was  again  dis^ 
persed;  several  ships  were  lost;  and,  among  the  rest» 
one  with  seven  hundred  Spaniards  on  board,  which 
was  cast  away  in  the  emperor's  sight,  without  there 
being  the  least  possibility  of  giving  it  any  succour* 
In  fine,  the  Christians,  after  passing  through  so  mapy 
dangers,  and  in  continual  fear  of  being  swallowed 
up  in  the  sea,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Bugia,  which 
had  been  in  the  Spaniards  hands  ever 'since  its  being 
taken  by  Don  Pedro  de  Navarre,  general  to  their 
catholic  majesties.  Muley  Hascen,  king  of  Tunis, 
came  hither  with  provisions  and  refreshments  for 
the  emperor  and  his  army,  who  received  him  very 
graciously,  and  assured  him  of  his  protection:  when 
the  weather  growing  fair,  he  set  sail  on  the  16th  of 
November  for  Carthagena,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
25th  of  the  same  month ;  but  before  he  reimbarked 
he  dismissed  the  bailiff  of  Germany,  and  all  the 
knights,  with  the  highest  testimonies  of  his  satisfac** 
tiott,  who  being  in  three  galleys  that  were  half 
shattered,  with  great  difficulty  regained  the  harbour 
of  Malta. 
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"While  tht  retHlki  and  gtNeys  «f  the  order  #er^ 
detained  in  Afifea  at  tha  aiage  of  Allien,  tba  ehaa^ 
tfel  of  MaHaiiraia often filtad  ^Itvooivairt^tirha kept 
the  harbotir  in  »  maiAier  U^ked  «p,  msitlled  the 
coMts  of  the  Maud,  aaid  that  of  Goza,  and  Mrried 
offaH  raah  kih^bitatils  at  had  the  iU  fortntte  to  fall 
into  their  handi.  The  grand  hatKfi;  art  Mi  return^ 
h£(d  boseoMer  refitted  hie  pMeyt,  biit  he  pvt  out  t9 
gei  e^aiA,  ^a^  tket^  6heee,  cleared  the  ehanwl  c£ 
theee  frfratee^  fNirii»ed  iheai  es  far  at  the  coait  of 
Africa,  lookteiperal  rain  or  eafitamBi  and  tpread  tire 
terror  of  hit  name,  end  the  dr^d  of  Mf  arara*  over 
all  those  teat. 

TamyCTloent  weather  ohli|^  him  to  put  into 
the  port  of  Tripoli,  he  wa»  informed  by  a»  enyoj 
from  MvAey  Hatcen,  kiB|^  of  Tunis,  who  wat  dir* 
patched  to  the  gorefnor  of  the  place,  tharl  Bcrba*» 
tosma,  iMoented  that  the  knightt  thould  lippeatr  at 
the  head  of  al  1  tho  enterpritet  that  the  €hilal»ent  en* 
gaged  in  againtt  the  African  Tvrkt,  wat  teiiioiting 
at  the  Porto  for  an  order  to  laj  tiege  ta Tripoli; 
thai  Marat  Aga,  hit  Kenteiiantr  was  making,  prepa- 
ratient  for  it  at  TaciiOTa ;  for  which  porpote  he  had 
raited  a  redonbt  in  the  villi^o  of  Adabut,  in  ihe 
neighbourhood  of  Tripoli,  and  pot  an  adraneed 
body  iw  it,  which  kept  Triprii  in  a  manner  blocked 
np  on  thai  tide:  he  added  farther,  thst  Hbrcen't 
eirretpdiideneeand  anion  with  the  emperor  and  the 
knigbte,  had^  rendered  him  ediwi  to  the  Tarki^  and 
oAier  prtnoos  of  hit  feli^on;;  thwt  teveral  of  the 
principal  eMiet  of  hit  kingdom,  at  Saea,  MoBMier, 
Mahedia  o»  Alrioa^  Erfacoa  and  Calibiar  haid  re- 
Tolted,  tome  of  whi^h  had  received  the  Tnrkt  into 
them,  whikt  othem  pretended  to  maintaiik  them* 
telyet  in  an  abtolute  iiidependenee  by  their  tingla 
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i  Algpier6,  under  the  protection  of  Barbdrbesa;  that 

^  there  was  no  doubt  but  they  would  §oM  set  that 

I  formidable  corsair,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  be- 

I  ii^^ng  Tripoli  and  Tunis:  and  that  Hascen  was 

going  to  set  out  immediately  to  wait  upon  the  eir- 
peror,  who  was  in  Italy,  to  ask  for  those  succours 
which  he  hoped  to  obtain  from  him,  as  he  owned 
him  for  his  soyereign. 
^  We  have  already  observed,  that  the  knights  had 

solicited  the  emperor  either  to  put  Tripoli  in  a  state 
of  defence,  or  else  to  give  them  leave  to  Hit  up  the 
port,  blow  up  the  castle,  and  abandon  a  city  that 
was  so  chargeable  to  the  order.  The  grand  bafilHF, 
?  after  having  reviewed  the  place  again,  held  a  coun- 

,  oil  of  war,  at  which  the  governor  and  pritkcipal 

knights  of  the  ganritEK)n  were  present;  and,  pursuant 
'  to  their  nnalumous  resolution,  they,  with  the  con- 

tent of  the  grand  master  and  the  couiv&il,  sent  new 
^  ambassadors  to  Charles  V.  who  were  to  renew  their 

^  instances,  smd  to  represent  to  him,  that  it  would  be 

f  imposnble  to  keep  a  place  that  was  open  on  all  sides^ 

"  without  securing  it  with  good  walls),  and  fortifying 

^  them  with  ootwovks;   that  the  couftitry  sfibrded 

^  neither  stone  nor  Kme  for  those  different  wovkg^;  that 

^  they  could  not  get  any  from*  Malts,  without  a  great 

*  expence;  not  to  mention,  that  the  knighta  found  it 
^  diffionlt  enovgh  to  fortify  themselves  there;  and 
^  that  in  caae  his  ioipeiial  majesty  shontd  think  ifr 
^              proper  for  them  to^eotftiniie  longer  in:  socEefenceleg^ 

*  a  place,  it  then  was<  neoessairy  fdr  him  to  order  hiif 
f  viceroy  of  Sicily  to  send  moiKeyr  ^ork men,  and  taan 
^  terials  thither  forthwith;  that  in  order  to  prev^ntf 
r  the  i^ege  they  were  thfeat«ed  with^  and  whilst 
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they  were  at  work  opon  the  fortificatioRs^  some  com^ 
panies  of  Sicilian  troops  should  be  pntinto  the  pUce  ; 
and  that  the  galleys  of  that  kingdom,  with  those 
of  the  order,  should  guard  the  sea,  in  order  to  hin- 
der the  infidels  from  making  descents,  and  opposing 
the  works  they  were  forced  to  raise  for  the  security 
of  the  city. 

This  embassy  had  no  better  success  than  the 
former :  for  the  emperor,  afraid  least  the  Turks 
should  attempt  the  conquest  of  Sicily,  but  at  the 
same  time  foreseeing  that  they  would  never  employ 
their  forces  on  that  side,  so  long  as  the  knights 
should  be  masters  of  Tripoli,  was  well  pleased  to 
have  those  warriors,  at  the  price  of  their  blood  and 
treasure,  employ  his  enemies  forces  in  Africa;  so 
that  he  signified  to  the  ambassadors  of  $he  order,  by . 
his  ministers,  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  knights, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  the  feofment  of  Malta, 
should  maintain  themselves  in  Tripoli ;  to  which  he 
added  specious  promises  of  a  mighty  succour,  in 
case  the  place  should  be  besieged;  but  he  excnsedk* 
himself  from  granting  the  troops  and  money  de* 
nianded  of  him,  because  of  the  pressing  occasion  he 
himself  had  for  these,  in  order  to  be  able  to  oppose 
the  forces  of  the  French  and  Turks,  who  both  at- 
tacked his  own  dominions,  or  those  of  the  king  of 
Romans  his  brother,  at  the  same  time,  in  Flanders, 
in  Italy,  and  in  Hungary. 

The  grand  bailiff  was  sensibly  concerned  to  see 
the  ambassadors  return  without  the  least  succour, 
and  with  having  been  fed  with  nothing  but  empty, 
promises:  however,  as  he  was  a  man  of  great  cou- 
rage, though  destitute  of  every  thing,  he  yet  was 
Rot  wanting  in  what  he  owed  to  himself  and  his 
order;  so  tha(  before  he  left  Tripoli,  hf  resolved  to. 
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put  it  in  a  condition,  in  case  it  should  be  besieged, 
of  holding  out  till  such  time  as  succours  could  be 
brought  either  from  Malta  or  Sicily.  To  effect 
which  he  employed  his  crew  of  galley-slaves  in 
sinking  and  widening  the  ditches  in  several  places. 
They  raised  the  walls,  and  added  several  works  of 
earth  to  the  castle,  in  order  to  keep  off  all  ap- 
proaches to  it;  at  the  same  time  he  himself,  and 
all  the  knights  of  his  squadron  and  garrison,  at- 
tended upon  the  workmen,  and  generously  em- 
ployed themselves  in  those  military  labours.  But 
as,  after  all,  fortifications  which  had  been  raised  in 
80  much  haste,  could  at  most  serve  only  to  protract 
the  loss  of  the  city  for  some  days,  the  grand  bailiff, 
knowing  that  the  emperor  was  infinitely  jealous  of 
his  glory,  and  would  therefore  make  extraordinary 
efforts  to  support  Muley  Hascen  in  a  kingdom  which 
he  considered  as  his  own  conquest,  wrote  to  that 
Moorish  king,  pressing  him  to  hasten  his  departure, 
and  go  immediately  to  the  emperor's  court,  flatter*- 
ing  himself  that  the  succours  which  he  should  ob- 
tain from  that  prince,  would  serve  both  for  the  pre- 
aerration  of  Tripoli ;  and  that  the  Turks,  seeing  an 
army  of  Charles  V.  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  so  long 
as  it  should  continue  there,  would  never  run  the 
hazard  to  form  the  siege  of  Tripoli. 

Muley,  pursuant  to  this  advice,  and  his  own  in- 
terest, prepared  to  set  out  for  Italy,  leaving  the  go- 
.  vemment  of  his  kingdom  and  his  capital,  during 
his  absence,  to  a  Moor,  called  Mahomet  Temtes,  or 
the  Stammerer :  a  renegado  of  the  isle  of  Corsica, 
Caid  Ferrath  by  name,  was  to  command  in  the 
pastle ;  and  as  the  king  of  Tunis  was  under  conti- 
nual apprehensions  on  account  of  the  restless  tem- 
per of  Prince  Muley  Hamidii,  bis  eldest  son^  in 
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order  to  employ  him  out  of  the  way,  hfi  «enl  km 
tpw^fda  Cape-Qoii»  with^  feir  co«ipmiie»of  Arabfi 
to  Teduce  sQoie  9Keifc«,  or  little  lords,,  irbo  reftuiedto 
paj  the  tributes  which  had  Uecn  laid  iifion  them. 
Muley,  ^fter  ha^iu^  settled  this  order  in  his  do- 
mixuons,  set  opt  from  thei>4:e,  passed  by  G^^tta,  to 
Tisit  fkriiMte  Mahomet  biasoo,  who  was  there  in  hos- 
tag^e  vith  several  Moors;  aoid,  after  conlerring  viih 
JXoi^FranciscodieTottar  oii  the  occasion  oflds  vojage, 
kft  hjs  j/swe)s  and  aw>s(  yahiabk  eflfects  in  his  hands; 
fvittit^  at  the  saiM  time  great  presento  for  tiie  em- 
peeoT  aad  bis  ministers  on  board  his  ship :  after  vhich 
he  embarked,  and  whether  it  were  from  an  orten^ 
tatiott  inseparable  from  royalty^  or  for  his  own  secn- 
Titj  and  defence,  in  case  he  should  be  attacked  l^ 
jconaers  in  his  way,  he  took  with  him  an  escort  of 
five  hundred  men,  who  were  all  either  officers  of 
.war  or  courtiers,  who  served  him  as  a  guard.  Mule j 
met  with  a  good  passage,  and  arrived  without  any 
obstacle  in  Sicily^  from  whence  he  went  to  Naples, 
where  the  viceroy  received  him  with  great  magiur 
fieence:  from  thence  he  dispatched  expresses  to  de- 
sire an  interview  with  the  emperor;  but  that  prmce, 
whose  presence  was  immediately  necessary  in  Ger- 
many, on  account  of  some  disturbances  which  the 
Lutherans  had  raised,  sent  orders  to  the  viceroy  to 
confer  with  the  Moorish  prince  on  the  subject  of  his 
Toy  age,  and  after  that  send  him  an  aeoqunt  of  it. 


BOOK  XL 

WHILST  the  king  of  Tunis  and  the  minister  of 
Charles  V.  were  conferring  together  about  the  best 
methods^  that  could  be  employed  for  opposing  Bar<^ 
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'funded  agf  inst ;  aii  enemy  "who  afterwards  «trii>ped 
*hira  of  \UB  crown.     Prince  Hamida,  MoUy's  eldest; 
json,  had  a  labourite  culled  Mahomet,  who  by  flat- 
4ery«  and  a  «ervile  compliance,  the  ustial  arts  o£ 
fionvtieiia,  had  gained  his  entire  confidence.    Tbia 
-£siTon^ite  had  concealed,  in  the  most  secret  recesses 
of  iUs  hfitatt,  a  mortal  hatred,  and  a  violent  desire  cl£ 
.T<ng!eance  ajgainst  the  king,  whohadputliis  father 
4o  death.  He  now  imagined,  that  that  prince'iB  ab-i* 
-mice  prtsetited  him  with  a  favourable  opportunity 
trf*  Ratifying  his  resentment.    Upon  this  he  raised 
auspieicms  in  flamida's  mind,  ^Uh  regard  to  th6 
fcing  his  father^s  voyage  into  a  Qiristian  country^ 
telling  him,  at  Iht  same  time,  that  he  had  reason  to 
fear  lest  Muley  should,  at  his  death,  leave  his  crown 
to  prince  Mahomet  his  second  son;  that  this  was 
peri^apis  the  motive  of  the  coherences  which  he  had 
vrith  the  governor  of  Giletta;   that  every  bddy 
knew  he  bad  p^tall  h|s  treasures  into  his  hands,  and 
that  in  all  probability  ^  sde  motive  of  his  visiting 
the  emperor  wais  in  order  to  gain  his  approbation  of 
this  disposition,  and  obtain  from  him,  as  from  the 
sovereign  lord,  an  investiture  in  favbur  of  hisbro^ 
ther.  Hamida  being  a  young  ambitious  prince,  and 
burning  with  the  desire  of  reigning,  took  fire  ait  the 
discourse,  and,  in  concert  with  his  favourite,  got  it 
to  be  whispered  about  in  Tunis,  that  the  king  his 
iatfaer  being  fellen  grievously  ill  at  Naples,  had  be- 
fore his  death  desired  to  be  baptised,  and  had  ac- 
cj9rdingly  turned  Christian. 

In  coi^ence  of  these  reports,  of  which  he  Mnif 
I  self  was  the  secret  author,  and  as  if  he  had  been' 

^  certain,  of  his  father's  death,  he  came  toTunis^  a|i4 
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went  to  the  palace,  in  order  to  tale  poMeseion  of 
it;  bot  the  viceroy,  who  was  a  resolute  and  austeve 
old  man,  reproached  him  with  his  tdo  great  facility 
in  giving  credit  to  snch  evil  tidings;  and  having 
told  him  that  he  would  give  Muley  an  account  of 
bis  great  eagerness  to  succeed  him,  he  obliged  him 
to  retire  from  the  capital.  Hamida,  in  confusion  at 
the  ill  success  of  his  lartifice,  and  uneasy  at  theconr 
pequences  with  which  it  might  be  attended,  retired 
to  a  country-house  some  miles  distant  from  Tunis. 
No  sooner  was  he  gone  out  of  the  place  but  the 
viceroy,  getting  on  board  a  bark,  went  to  the  cas- 
tle of  Goletta,  in  order  to  know  from  the  governor 
p(  it  what  news  he  had  received  from  Sicily  and 
Naples;  when  being  informed  that  the  king  his 
inaster  was  in  perfect  health,  he  returned  back  with 
joy  to  his  government, 

B^t  Ha|nida>  favourite  made  his  advantage  of 
this  voyage,  and  spread  new  reports  among  the  peor 
pie ;  as  that  Muley ^s  death  was  but  too  certain ;  that 
the  jouiney  which  the  viceroy  had  just  made,  with 
so  much  hafte  and  precipitation  to  Goletta,  was 
purely  upon  that  apcqunt;  that  it  was  well  known 
ihat  b|s  brpther  Adolzes.and  young  Ferrath,  son  to 
the  goyerpor  of  the  castle  of  Tufiis,  were  brought 
up  with  Mahppiet,  and  were  with  him  in  hostage 
in  the  fort  of  fSol^fta;  that  the  viceroy  had  gone 
^hither  for  po  other  end  but  in  order  tQ  adjust  with 
them  and  the  Christian  governor  the  surest  measures 
fayr  the  placing  of  Mahomet  on  the  throne  of  Tunis; 
aiid  tha|  they  would  infallibly  see  an  army  of  Spa* 
niardl^  in  a  very  little  time,  bring  back  that  young 
mnoe  to  Tunis,  and  proclaim  him  sovereign  of  that 
j^mgdoBu 

The  people^  who  are  always  fond  of  npvelty,  rear; 
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^  proved  with  d  great  many  t'abalous  circamstance^* 

u  The  partiBans  of  Hamida  were  particalarly  careful 

to  publish^  that  joong  Mahomet  bis  brother^  having 
been  brought  up  amoUg  the  Christiansi  had  secretly 
embraced  the  Christian  teligion,  as  being  the  surest 
pledge  he  could  give  the  emperor  of  his  fidelity^ 

The  fear  of  having  a  Christian  for  their  sovereign 
alarmed  the  whole  city.  They  meet,  cabal  together, 
and,  in  fine,  send  deputies  to  Hamida,  to  invite  him 
to  come  to  the  succour  df  a  people  who  were  desi- 
rous of  setting  the  crown  on  his  head;  They  found 
him  walking  in  his  gardens,  buried  in  a  profound 
melancholy,  detesting  the  false  step  which  his  favou-' 
^''  rite  had  m^e  him  take;  and  in  a  thorough  persua- 

^^^  sion  that  the  king  his  father,  at  bis  return,  would 

aever  pardon  him  the  fatal  eagerness  which  he  had 
'^f'  d[i^<^vered  to  ascend  the  throne*    But  the  news  of 

^f  the  commotion  of  the  people  removed  the^e  meian^ 

t^'^  eholy  apprehensions,  and  made  them  give  way  to 

^^  joy ;  upon  which  he  assembled  his  partisans^  marched 

a.^  a^  their  head,  and,  favoured  by  the  people,  enters 

)^  Tunis^  surprises  the  viceroy  and  the  governor  of  th^ 

.<'  Ic^tle,  causes  them  to  be  murdered,  massacres  the 

ri^  most  zealous  subjects  of  Muley^  seizes  on  the  pa- 

0^  lac^ ;   when  the  youn^  tyrant  begins  his  authoritj^ 

\f  by  the  most  abominable  incest,  by  tbrcing  the  dearest 

t(i  bf  his  father's  wives  to  his  embraces. 

^  As  soon  as  the  king  of  Tunis  heard  th^se  (Usmal . 

'4  tidings,  being  afraid  lest  his  Son,  in  order  to  support 

•jjf  himself  on  the  throne^  should  streuj^hen  himself 

iH  \vith  the  protection  and  sticcour  of  BarbatuS^a^  he 

'H  resolved  to  return  immediately  into  Africit;  when, 

by  the  viceroy's  consent,  he  levied  two  thousand 
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teen*  wbiek  be  go*  tc^^etfaer  amm^j  tbe  tkaUiiti  itA 
esilee^  piittiii^p.an  did  ott«erof  the  otaMtry  called 
rOfrtdo  a*  their  head;  after  which  he  embarked^ 
ind  arrired  atGektta,  where  he  bad  the  confirnAr 
tiea  of  the  rtewb/  tligeibeir  with  the  variautcirtem** 
itaiicet  of  Hamidals  Revolt.  The  gevertor  adnaed 
hhn  nort  to  stir  eirt  of  the  piaee,  till  raeh  tbae  ashe 
should  have  an  exact*  aecoctat  of  the  (brecb  oThk 
enemy,  and  the  dispAiitioAi  of  bis  sabjedto:  but 
Muley,  l^essessed  with  a^  aotkm  that  bi^  sim  weaM 
MV^t  dare  to  stand  Ms  pre^euce^  and  euo^ura^ed 
by  rOAredo^  who  waa  in  hope^e^f  etfrlebio^  hiiaeelf 
by  the  sacking^  of  TwiAsi  adtauced  forward.  TfaaT 
which  fiiiatly  dHenuined  hitii  to  take  so  danferew 
»ete|!li  especially  with  so  few  forces,  wasj^  thatiotea^ 
traitors,  by  the  secret  orders  of  HaMiidai  tkmk  te^ 
iheet  him  en  the  roild^  as  so  many  faithful  sArbjeatft^ 
who  were  coitie  to  fight  under  the  banner  of  thtlr^ 
lawfid  sovereign ;  telling  him  akti,  at  tbesafBetbne^ 
that  they  had  kft  his  son  in  a  terriMeconMeMMi^i^ 
vt'the  news  of  his  retwn,  and  in  great  ifnreMlittioft* 
i^hat  measures  to  take;  and  that  be  derigitied  tbre^  . 
tire  to  the  farthest  part  of  the  country,  and  take 
refuse  with  some  ^^abs,  who  were  his  friends. 

Imposed  upon  by  the  accounts  of  these  traitors^ 
Muley  hastened  his  march.  At  bis  drawing  near 
Tunis,  he  saw  some  squadrons  sally  out>  who  by 
their  couvtenaneesi  which  wore  anairef  fear,  seetired 
to  advance  only  M^hh  a  view  idtetonnoitrehisiroepSi 
They  made  however  some  light  skirmiiBhest  but 
whilst  this  party  of  rebels  was  amusing  Muley,  a ' 
greater  number  advanced.  Who  began  a  general 
engagement.  The  troops  having  closed  together, 
and  begiitf^a  blc*)dy  battle,  Mrilfey,  hurriea  ort  by 
bis  oetttai^ej  and  stlU  mere  bj^  his  feseirtmeiiti  braved 
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lul  ceived  a  wouiid;  trhldi  the  soWJerfr  belfe^irig  to  be 

^  mortal,  it  immedia^eljr  cookO  thdr  eagt?riit!»  ami 

^  fite*  At  tJi^e  stofte  titi*e,  a*  ^f ^at  bdd3r  of  (oat,  com- 

^  poeed  of  Arabs,  whoiti  Haifiid^  bad  takeil  into  hw 

lef  pay*  «aW«^^  ottt'oflhe  forest  of  Olives,  mar  Tonfe. 

^j-.  The  Christialls  rtow  saw  themselves  sudflenly  snr- 

^.  j  roimded  i  so  fliat  notwithstandiii^  their  courage  and* 

tesolirtiM,  the  infidels,  \rho  were  superiair  in  inim^ 
ber,  cut  ^kttk  to  pieces.  Some  of  these  endeatour-* 
ing  to  fiy  over  thcf  lake  to  Goletta,  wete  drowned; 
dtid  tb«  unfortunate  Mvley,  beitig^^bmiAdn^  botk 
by  the  Christiana  and  MMtt,  WJi*  ttfkHi  prkoiien 
They  carried  Mm  immediateljr  to  hls^owj  btet  that^ 
traitor,  \rbo  y  tt  retained  sbrte  sen^  of  shanike  for 
Ins  criitie,  would  not  see  him,  bnt  orderi^d  him  tcr 
be  put  in  irons,  and  thrown  into  a  dtrHgeliri;  and' 
tbe  next  day  he  sent- execoHoners  to  hftfti,  to'offfef 
*^  him^  his  choice  eit*cf  of  d^ath  or  blindness :  Wh^be 

*  diusing^  tKd  latter^  they  imtnediat*ly  thrustaburBh-' 

*  in$  lancet  into  botfi  his  eyes. 

^^  Tins  surprising^  revolufioh  in  ^'kih^dOm  that  lay 

'^  SO  near  Tripoli,  and  which  was  ifa  alliarrit^'with  tlie? 

1^  orde*  orSti  JcAifi,  thretv  the  knights  into' it  gf^*ti 

*  constemaf  Erfn ;  tache^rcially  of  tWeni,  ni  Uaw  ttiem- 
I*  selreu  in  Tripoli,  ai  a  difetkn^e  frdttt  Maltai  qttlt«' 
^'  atiri^ontidfed  with  infideM,  and  ina  city  thtft^had  no' 
^  fdriifications,  and  whidi  w^  comiU^iidfed  (¥Wi  sev^- 
^                 ral  places,  eipected^  ev^rf  tnoniWlt  to  be  btsltgfed. 
^  Tetdinand  de  Bracamont,  who  in'as^  gotetilor*  tbttffe^ 
1^\                despairing  tb  b^  kMe  to  db^nd  it  fbt  t^hf  tiihi^i  ahd^ 
^  under  pretence  that  thi^re  wis  no  httnotii^  f&  br  ac^* 
^  quitted  ih  the  dfeftnc^  of  so  Weak  a  pl^tf ;  used  gWtf*^ 
>>!               iiisUnceBiffithtllegtbiidm8st^to^(f)reciiUed>«ua^ 


to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mtroki  oit 

at  last  got  leaTe  to  quit  his  govemmeilt,  and  had 
for  his  successor  Christopher  de  Solertarsaii,  the 
great  chancellor^  with  whose  conduct  they  had  af-^ 
terwards  as  much  reason  to  be  dissatisfied. 

However,  as  in  a  post  of  such  importauce  there 
was  need  of  a  governor  of  great  experience,  and 
equally  wise  and  intrepid,  the  grand  master  and 
council  thought  proper  to  recal  him,  and  put  in  his 
room  the  commander  de  la  Yalette,  a  knight  of  the 
language  of  Provence,  who,  from  the  time  of  his 
profession  at  Malta,  had  never  stirred  from  thence^ 
unless  it  were  to  go  a  cruising  against  the  infidels.' 
He  had,  in  these  expeditions,  met  sometimes  with 
good,  sometimes' with  ill  fortune^  but  had  ever  dis- 
covered the  same  courage  and  resolution  in  both; 
he  had  also  been  taken  by  the  infidels,  but  the  mo- 
ment he  got  out  of  prison  had  always  gone  a  cruis^ 
ing  again*  His  very  name  carried  terror  along  with 
it  in  the  seas  of  Africa  and  Sicily ;  and,  among  tho 
great  number  of  knights  who  went  out  a  cruising^ 
the  infidels  had  not  an  enemy  whom  they  dreaded 
more  than  they  did  him.  He  was  no  sooner  arrived! 
at  Tripoli  tlian  he  made  a  review  of  the  officers  and 
eoldiersj  as  well  of  the  Christians  as  of  the  Moors  in 
alliance  with  the  order.  All  these  he  furnished  with 
proper  weapons,  broke  all  such  as  appeared  to  him 
tinfit  to  bear  them,  or  were  convicted  of  having    ^ 
played  them  away  for  want  of  money,  and  punished 
blasphemers  severely.     He  afterwards  sent  away 
all  useless  persons  out  of  the  town  and  castle,  erected 
a  magazine  of  provisions,  added  new  fortifications 
to  the  place,  as  far  as  its  bad  situation,  and  the  little 
money  he  had  would  allow  him;  when,  causing  an 
exact  plan  to  be  made  of  it,  and  of  all  the  coast  of 
Africa^  h«  dispat^h^d  9  .^night  with  it  to  the  em*^^ 
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peror,  to  show  him  of  \^hat  importance  it  was  for 
^18  Italian,  and  even  for  his  Spanish  territories,  to 
keep  Tripoli  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
fidels, particularly  into  those  of  Dragqt,  who  wa$ 
at  that  time  chief  of  all  the  corsairs  of  Barbary,  and 
who  had  succeeded  Barbarossa  in  that  post,  and  in 
his  design  of  driving  the  knights  from  the  coast  of 
Africa* 

Dragut,  of  whom  mention  is  now  made,  was  born 
in  a  little  village  of  Natolia,  lying  over  against  the 
isle  of  Rhodes.  His  father  and  mother  were  Maho- 
metans, both  of  them  poor,  who  subsisted  by  tilling 
the  ground  and  the  labour  of  their  hands :  but  this 
obscure  and  humble  way  of  life  not  suiting  the  warm 
and  restless  temper  of  young  Dragut,  he  listed  him- 
self, when  but  twelve  years  of  age,  under  an  officer 
of  the  artillery  who  served  on  board  the  grand 
seignior's  galleys.  He  was  at  first  a  cabin-boy, 
then  a  common  sailor,  next  a  pilot,  and  afterwards, 
by  his  patron's  instructions,  an  excellent  gunner,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  several  years  on  board  of 
different  vessels;  when,  having  gained  some  money, 
he  came  to  be  a  partner  in  a  brigantine  of  corsairs^ 
After  this  he  soon  got  a  galliot  to  himself,  and  made 
considerable  prizes  with  it,  on  which  he  increased 
his  armament,  and  made  himself  to  be  dreaded  over 
all  the  Levant.  There  was  not  one  pilot  among  the 
infidels  who  had 'so  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the 
islands,  the  ports  and  roads  of  the  Mediterranean^ 
as  Dragut;  but  as  all  who  sailed  in  the  seas  of 
Turkey,  at  that  time,  depended  in  some  measure  on 
Barbarossa,  the  grand  seignior's  admiral,  Dragut 
imught  his  protection,  and  went  to  Algiers  to  offer 
liim  his  service. 

The  reputation  of  this  corsair  had  arrived  thcrf 
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Ji^fprehi^ ;  aivd Barb^rossa Jiad  been  vell^pfojrpied 
of  his  valoiir,  and  partici^^arly  of  his  capa^pify  jn  |h» 
ll^yfpp^tiiig  of  vessels,  for  ^hi«h  reason  he  w^B£lfA 
jkp  ejigage  a  man  of  po  iquch  merit  ip  bi?  service* 
,|Ie  em.plojed  him  for  several  years  on  varioys  px" 
|»editions,  in  \vhich  he  a^cm^tted  himself  t9  l^isge- 
neral's  satisfaetiotij  and  w\ik  Q.xtr9Qrdinai:y  ^ncce^ 
After  having  passed  through  the  various  de^reies  of 
^rv4ce>  BarKaro«a  made  lum  4)is  Ueutewintf -and 
j^ve  h)m  \\ie  coi^f^aajd  pf  a  fgij^dron  q£  Irwelye 
jgaUeys, 

From  that  ttipe  there  never  j^^g^  a  summer  but 
ftuB  .terrible  corsair  ravaged  the  p^sts  of  N;atples 
mid  Sicily*  No  Christian  ship  durst  venture  togp 
from  h^ly  to  Spain  but  it  was  inuoediatelj  snf^ed 
up ;  and*  wben  the  sea  did  qpt  furnish  him  witb 
pri;Eies,  be  made  himself  ample  amends  by  descei^if 
o^  the  coasts^  when  he  plundered  towns  and  villagef^ 
and  c.9riried  off  the  inhabitants  into  slavery. 

The  eynperoTj  tired  with  the  complaints  whieb  b/s 
rec^ivipd  from  all  quarters  concerning  Pragut,  orr 
4$jed  .Ajddrew  Dpria^  his  admirjd,  to  go  in  ^uest  of 
h\m*  l^qd  hinji  QUti  and^  cost  wbfU  it  Wi9i|ld,  to  atop 
bi^  prpgripss^  and  clear  tbe  sjea  of  binj.  Doria»  op 
^he  rep^ipt  of  %he  emperor's  orders,  immediately 
iitted  Q^t  all  the  vessels  and  gajleys  tb^t  wer^  ii|  a 
«wiit|p»  *o  be^r  >be  sea;  and,  »8  that  ojd  ge|iei|f]l 
^f9  49ti(lted  with  glory,  in  order  to  put  bis  nepbeifj 
3»jmftW  Dpria,  in  ?  f»ir  wayof  ac^riujrbisph^ri? 
'^f  itf  be  li^ft  tbe  efped^tion  to  him.  Yopug  Ppr#a 
ij»q»ediatejy  p.e)t  s^il,  /aojigbt  for  Dr^gv^t,  a^d  vvfif 
at  Jlwt  lu?ky  epougb  to  meet  with  bim  alwg  i^ 
coast  of  tb^  isle  pf  Corsica,  iM  tbe  ^rt  or  rpa4  ^ 
Giralatta,  a  castle  situated  betweeiy  Calvi  9«4 
l,a;r«z*9..    Tbe  mrff^^  ijrbp  )u^iy  D^ng  ^f  ^bo 
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«iii|ieror'«  fleet  beiti^  at  8^,  thonght  kimself  safe  in 
tliat  creek ;  imt  be  soon  found  himself  shot  up  iit 
it,  and  the  eannou  both  of  the  castle  and  the  vessels 
continnally  annoying  him.  He  at  first  defended 
himself  u^th  his  usual  courage;  but  the  superior  fire 
of  the  Christians  overpowered  his,  and  he  saw,  like-i 
wise,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  coasts  of  the  island 
lined  with  the  inhabitants  in  arms,  a  fierce  people^ 
who  ran  to  contribute  to  his  defeat,  in  order  to  bs 
revenged  on  him  for  haying  so  often  ravaged  their 
villages. 

In  this  extremity  Dragot  had  no  other  resource 
than  to  put  up  the  white  flag,  when  be  desired  to 
enter  into  a  negociation,  and  demanded  terms  in 
quality  of  a  prisoner  of  war.  But  all  the  compoei*- 
tion  he  could  obtain  was,  to  redeem  his  life  at  th^ 
price  of  his  liberty ;  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  sur* 
render  himself  to  the  Christian  general,  togetber 
with  all  the  galleys  he  had  under  his  command:  otf 
whiah  they  brought  him  and  his  officer^  on  board 
the  admiral-galtey,  to  young  Doria,  who  not  yet 
baving  a  beard,  the  old  corsair,  transported  with 
rage,  cried  out^  **  Must  I,  at  these  years,  see  my- 
self  become  a  slave  to  a  little  smock-fac^d  boy?'' 
The  historians  of  that  age  relate,  that  he  made  use 
of  a  term  that  was  much  more  ofifenstve,  and  which 
modesty  forbids  me  to  repeat ;  aind  that  Jannetin^ 
provoked  with  so  outrageous  an  afiPiront,  struck  biia 
more  than  once  on  the  face,  and  ordered  him  to  bo 
chained. 

Dragut.  remained  a  slave  for  four  years  together^ 
and,  though  they  ofifered  any  terms  for  his  ransom* 
yet  they  could  never  prevail  to  have  his  liberty  re- 
stored. But  the  Genoese  being  afterwards  alarmed 
io  see  the  famous  Barbarpssa,  with  a  bundred  ^a|fi 
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leyfl»  in  the  river  of  Genoa,  demanded  Dragnt  fVom 
Poria»  when,  to  prevent  their  territory  from  beki^ 
iravaget,  they  tent  him  back,  wiUi  pretentfl,  to  tlM 
lultan '8  admiral.  i 

.  BarbaroMa  i mmediately  rettored  him  to  his  forme? 
po«t»  and  i^ave  him  a  detachment  of  his  galleja. 
The  ill  treatment  he  feceiTed  while  a  slavie,  had 
increased  his  natural  hatred  lo,the  Christians;  where-? 
upon  he.over*ra.n  all  the  coasts  of  the^  kingdom  of 
Naples,  took  and  sacked  CaatehLamara,  and  moit 
of  the  villages  of  the  coast,  made  a  great  number  of 
^aves,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  tooji  a  galley  of 
the  order,  that  had  been  separated  from.thf^9qiiadron 
\n  a  storm,  on  board  of  which  he  fionnd  seveoty 
thousand  ci«owns»  that  yvete  designed  for  tiie  fortifi^ 
fsatiQUs  of  Tripoli;  an.  irreparable  loss  with  respect 
iq  tha^  place,  as  well  as  to  those  to  whom  it  be^ 
longed,  parbarossa  was  now  returned  to  Constan-* 
iiiiople,  where,  notwithstanding  his  beings  upwards 
fif  eighty  years  of  age,  he  passed  his  days  and  nighto 
^ith  the  fairest  of  his  slaves;  but  happening  to 
carry  his  debauch  too  far,  he  was  found  dead  in 
his  bed. 

Solyn^aa  was  sensibly  concerned  at  this  loss;  and, 
to  fill  up  his  place,  ordered  all  the  oorsdfcrs  of  his 
dominions  |o  submit  to  Dragut,  in.  quality  of  their 
general,  but  without  honouring  him  with  the  dig« 
Hity  of  admiral,  potwithstanding  which,  he  entrusted 
him  with  all  the  authority  he  had  in  the  southern 
parts,  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 

The  ambition  of  Dragut  grew  np  W|th  his  power, 
so  that  he  resolved,  in  iipttation  of  BarbariKssa,  to 
aeize  on  some  strong  place  and  good  port,  into 
mrhich,  by  virtue  of  Solyman*s  consent  and  protee-r 
fipfi^  he  might  bring  his  prjnsi  and  make  it  a  kiii^ 
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bf|iett]r  state  anifirinotpiMty  for  himielf;  '  FqH  of 
these  important  views^*  and  ^yeil  before  the  ordeiii 
of  the  Polite  4lad  deter miQed  id  wbftt  manner  tha 
eampaagn  should  bercarrted'oni  hti  got  tbpether; 
daring  winter/  all  the  corsairs  that  were  in  those 
seas,  and,  pnttin^  hinfiself  at  their  head,  drove  ttio 
Spaniards  ont  of  the  towns  of  Suia,  Mooester  and 
^agues,  all  of  theln  pilaces  that  had  formerly  be* 
longed  to  the  kingdom  of  Tnnisv  bnt  whieh,  being 
open,  and  withont  any  feitificiltionst  recetyed  indif^ 
ferenfly  mtn  their  ports^the  ktrongest  psirty,  which*' 
ioerer  it  might  1)e,  that  happencfd  to  be  thastets  of 
the  sea;  so  thsft  they  had  pa»ed  seTeral  times  snc<* 
cCflHTely  fnkn  the  domtnidn  Of  the  Moors,  the  na-<* 
turd  princes  of  the  eonntry,  to  that  of  the  Tnrkidl 
cossairs/aiid  aft^rwatds  fell  under  the  dofniiiion  of 
the  Spaniards. 

Vtkffii  made  himself  illaster  of"  them  With  the 
lame  facility:  but  as  he  foresaw  that  it  woiild  bd 
impossible  to  maintain  hiitiself  in  them  against  thii 
tinlted  forces  of  the  emperor,  And  that  as  sooh  as 
spring  shobld  come,  he  should  infallibly  be  besieged 
by  the  galleys  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  he  cast  his  eyes 
On  the  towii  Of  Africa,  otherwise  Called  M^hedia, 
and  known  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  by  the  namO 
of  Adrumttum*  This  city,  which  lies  bctttreen  Tonii 
and  Tripoli,  t^as  built  upon  a  narrow  slip  of  land 
jutting  out  into  the  sea;  they  called  it  Utile  Apicoi 
as  being  one  of  the  most  considerable  places  in  that 
quarter  of  our  globe:  it  was  regularly  fortified:  iti 
walls  weite  Very  high,  stfenghtened  on  the  inside 
witb  ramparts  of  an  eitriordinary  thickness,  pro^ 
Irtded  with  towers  and  bulwarks,  and  there  Mas  a 
large  train  of  artillery  in  it,  ail  in  good  order.  Ther« 
was.also,  above  the  towui  and  on  an  eminence  thai 
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conmunded  it,  a  fort  or  kind  of  tnaOe,  whidi  lefire^ 
for  a  eitadeL  The  harbaor  wm  large,  iafe^  and 
sheltered  from  all  winds;  there  was  also  another 
that  was  smaller,  and  appropriated  to  the  galleya, 
which  they  shot  up  with  iron  rails.  The  sea  washed 
Ihe  walls  bi  the  place,  and  encompassed  it  on  all 
aides,  except  only  in  one  part,  where  it  joined  to 
"the  main  bmd« 

The  inhabitants,  who  were  all  Moors  and  Maho* 
metans,  revolting  from  the  dominion  of  the  kings 
of  Tunis,  their  natural  prineea,  had  formed  a  com^ 
monwealth  among  theroselTes;  and  for  fear  of  being 
furprised,  or  of  any  attempt  that  dmold  be  made 
upon  their  liberty,  would  not  admit  either  Turks  or 
Christians  into  their  city;  and  whenever,  from  a 
neeesnty  of  tradings  they  allowed  of  any  foreign 
Tes9els  coming  into  their  harbour,  they  never  suF* 
fered  but  a  few  to  come  in  at  a  time,  and  that,  too, 
<with  such  precautions  as  secured  them  from  being 
ourprised* 

:  This  place,  goch  as  we  have  represented  it,  be* 
came  the  object  of  Dragut's  amlHtions  wishes:  but 
as  he  had  not  forces  sufficient  to  attack  it  openly, 
and  that  he  was  not  certain  whether  the  grand 
seignior  might  approve  of  his  employing  his  arms 
•In  that  enterprise,  he  res<dved  to  supply  with  artt* 
fice  what  he  wanted  in  strength,  and  end^^vour  to 
take  it  by  means  of  some  intelligence  which  he 
might  gain  within  the  place;  being  persuaded,  that 
princes  very  seldom  disavow  evai  the  most  unjust 
enterprises,  when  the  succeeding  iu  them^  turns  to 
their  advantage:  for  which  end,  and  in  order  the 
better  to  reoonnoitre  the  place,  he  sometimes  put 
into  the  port,  with  a  light  brigantine  or  galliot 
pnly^  and  obliged  his  soldiers  to  observe  a  complai- 
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lance  and  decorum^  that  u  rarely  foiAid  among 
conairt;  after  vrhich  he  insennbly  contracted  aa 
acquaintance  ^rith  one  of  the  chief  aiagistratee^ 
named  Ibrahtm-Barat,  who  commanded  oneof  ibe 
principal  towers  that  flanked  the  walls  of  the  town* 
Dra^t  cultivated  this  new  friendship  with  present^ 
consisting  of  the  most  curious  and  valuable  things 
he  could  meet  with  in  his  prizes;  which  indeed  is 
the  only  method  to  gain  the  confidence  of  such  bar* 
barians»  and  even  too  frequently  that  of  ChristianSb 
He  next  began  to  insinuate  to  him,  that  he  would 
freely  admit  him  as  a  partner  in  all  those  prizes 
which  he  daily  made,  making  him  senable  of  the 
immense  profit  that  would  accrue  to  him  from  such 
a  partnership :  but  at  the  same  time  he  observed  to 
him,  that  in  order  to  make  this  union  stronger,  and 
their  partnership  more  durable,  it  were  to  be  wished, 
that  he  could  be  admitted  into  the  city,  in  quality 
of  a  citizen.  The  Moor,  tempted  by  the  hopes  of 
gain,  undertook  to  make  the  proposal  to  the  conn- 
ett:  but  as  it  was  a  corsair  who  made  the  proposal, 
it  was  rejected  by  all  the  magistrates,  and  Ibrahim 
was  severely  reprimanded  for  having  been  the  first 
who  had  ever  offered  such  a  proposal.  The  Moor, 
full  of  trouble  and  vexation  to  see  himself  refused, 
went  to  greater  lengths  than  perhaps  he  at  first 
thought  to  go:  Dragut,  thinking  him  capable  of 
Attempting  any  thing  to  be  rcTenged,  and  in  order 
to  make  advantage  of  the  heat  of  his  resentment, 
made  a  proposal  to  him,  that  he  should  receive  him 
into  the  tower  of  the  city  which  he  commanded; 
and,  oflTering  him  considerable  sums,  he  brought 
him  to  accede  to  it.  The  covetous  Moor,  unable  to 
resist  the  temptation,  entered  entirdy  into  Dragut's 
measures;  after  which  their  bargain  was  loou  qoo^ 
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haying  certain  information  that  Doria  had  not  *  troops 
enough  on  board  his  fleet  to  form  the  sie^e  of  Afii- 
ca,  either  in  order  to  avoid  coming  up  with  him,  or 
else  to  make  a  diversion  till  such  time  as  he  might 
be  satisfied  of  hb  designs,  he  over-ran  the  coast  of 
Spa  n,  where  he  continoed  his  usual  ravages. 

Doria,  pursuant  to  the  emperor's  orders,  landed 
his  small  body  of  troops  at  Cape  Bon,  and  seized  on 
the  fort  of  Calibia,  the  old  Clupea  of  the  Romans, 
from  whence  he  advanced  up  to  the  gales  of  Mo- 
nester.  At  the  approach  of  the  Christian  troops, 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  very  numerous,  the 
Turks,  together  with  the  inhabitants  that  had  taken 
arms  in  Iheir  favour,  made  a  sally,  not  so  much 
with  any  design  of  fighting,  as  to  reconnoitre  the 
forces  of  the  enemy.  But  the  knights,  who  had  the 
van,  and  were  sustained  by  a  Spanish  regiment, 
sparing  them  the  trouble  of  coming  up  to  them,  ad- 
vance<l  at. a  great  pace,  came  up  with  them,  forced 
the  Moors  reluctantly  to  come  to  an  engagement, 
killed  a  great  number,  put  the  rest  to  flight,  and 
pursued  them  so  close,  that  they  arrived  at  the  city 
aloug  with  them,  and  by  that  mean^  made  them- 
selves masters  of  it;  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  not  been  concerned  in  the  sally,  together  with 
such  Turks  as  had  escaped  the  first  fury  of  the  vic- 
tors, took  refuge  with  the  governor  in  the  castle. 
Doria  summoned  the  commander  to  surrender,  and 
Upon  his  refusal  planted  his  batteries,  and  the  ar- 
tillery played  upon  the  fort.  The  Christian  admiral 
imagined  it  dishonorable  to  attack  such  an  incon^ 
siderable  place  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  fol- 
lowed on  such  occasions ;  and  therefore,  as  soon  as 
a  breach  was  made,  without  examining  whether  it 
^ww  large  enough,  he  ordered  then^  tq  prepare  tof 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tHS  KNlGHTg  OT  MALtA. 

Ike  assault    The  uihahitantfl  would  wUHb} 
capitulated ;  bat  the  governor,  an  old  con 
had  a  number  of  his  brother  pirates  with  hi 
lutely  rejected  the  proposal.   His  boldnegs 
ria's  precipitation,  caused  the  attack  and 
fence  to  be  equally  warm  and  bloody :  i 
order  lost  a  great  part  of  its  knights,  and  tt 
liad  lasted  above  an  hour  and  a  half,  before 
ment  could  be  formed  of  its  success;  but 
vernor  having  been  killed  upon  the  breach 
musket-ball,  that  blow,  as  if  it  had  knocjic 
all  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  quite  dampi 
courage,  and  they  offered  to  capitulate.    1 
aairs.  to  save  their  lives,  consented  to  loi 
liberty;  and  the  inhabitants,  who,  out  of  a 
their  religion,  had  taken  arms  in  their  favoi 
not  meet  with  better  treatment. 

The  emperor  taking  this  first  advantage 
good  omen,  ordered  Doria  to  dispose  of  ever; 
for  the  siege  of  Africa,  and  signified  to  him  t 
viceroys  of  Naples  and  Sicily  had  orders  to  i 
him  all  the  succours  of  troops  and  ammunii 
might  have  occasbn  for.    Upon  this,  the  a 
wrote  immediately  to  Don  Pedro  de  Toledo,  v 
of  Naples,  and  to  Don  Juan  de  Vega,  whc 
manded  in  Sicily,  to  send  him,  with  all  imag 
expedition,  what  galleys  and  ships  they  had,  ^ 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  and  a 
of  land  forces  on  board.  During  his  waiting  foi 
coming  up,  to  prevent  any  troops  from  enl 
into  Africa,  he  posted  himself  at  tiie  islands  < 
Cumilieres  or  Coniglieres,  which  lie  nearer 
place  than  Monester,  thongh  the  latter  was  I 
three  miles  distance.    The  viceroy  of  Naples 
him  word  that  he  was  getting  ready  a  strong 
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foj^cemeni,  which  ihouM  be  command^  by  t>o# 
Garcia  hb  mm;  the  yiceroy  of  Sicily  gayt  him  the 
like  aMarances;  and  added^  that  as  the  people  of  his 
goTernment,  by  their  nluatton  nearer  Africa,  were 
niore  ttrongly  bound  in  point  of  interest  to  drive  the 
corsairs  out  of  that  phicct  he  therefore  designed  to 
head  histroopo  in  person ;  but  as  the  succonrs  he  was 
preparing  were  not  yet  ready,  and  that  Dragutwas 
fcoaring  the  seas  with  sereral  squadrons,  in  order  to 
surprise  the  Christian  ressek,  and  min  the  enter-* 
prise,  the  Ticeroy,  for  his  secnrity,  insisted  that  the 
a  Imiral  should  fkx  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  the 
Christian  fleet  at  Trepano  in  Sicily :  to  which  he 
added,  that  he  was  resoWed  to  go  thither  himsdf, 
with  all  hift^  ships  and  galleys,  and,  when  their  squa- 
drons should  be  joined,  and  all  the  emperor's  sea 
forces  united  in  one  body,  they  then  might  proceed 
in  concert,  without  the  least  interruption,  to  form 
the  siege  of  Africa. 

The  admiral,  who,  from  the  Cnmilieres  islands, 
kept  the  port  of  that  place  m  a  manner  blocked  up, 
foresaw  very  well,  that  if  he  should  quit  his  poet, 
Dragut  would  not  fail  to  make  use  of  the  opportu- 
nity, and  throw  in  succours:  but  as  he  had  re- 
ceived private  orders,  to  do  noikhing  in  the  carrying 
on  the  siege  withont  the  advice  of  Don  Juan  de 
Vega,  who  was  an  old  officer,  and  an  excellent  ge- 
neral, Doria  was  forced  to  go  to  him  to  Palermo, 
from  whence  they  went  together  to  Trepano,  at 
which  place  the  galleys  and  troops  of  Naples  and 
Malta  were  already  arrived. 

The  Neapolitan  succours  consisted  of  twenty«four 
galleys  and  several  vessels  with  land  forces  on 
board.  Bon  Garcia  de  Toledo,  as  has  been  already 
observed^  commandfed  this  strong  squadron;  and  ai 
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Doria  seldom  ifiiitied  the  wkn^  that  yoimg  lord  fhtU 
tered  hiitiself  With  the  hopes  of  carrj^iiig  on  the 
siege  hinkMf,  wndcthkving  all  the  honour  that 
would  tccme  ftom  thence;  but  hearing  that  thB 
viceroy  6(  Sieily  had  declared  his  reBoIutioii  of 
going  tiiither  in  person,  he  tvas  so  vexed  to  see  him- 
self bilked  of  the  glory  he  had  hoped  to  gain  by 
thai  meatis^  that  he  reimbiirked^  as  if  he  intended  tb 
depart  had  separate  from  the  rest  of  thearhiy;  but« 
tb  eoi^eir  his  discohtefat  With  iorae  specious  pretence, 
he  told  Doria,  that  as  the  viceroy  hb  father  had  n^ 
eeived  brders  from  theelnperorto  pntall  hisgalleyt 
to  seai  in  drder  to  go  in  search  of  Dragut,  and 
fight  htm^  he  could  not  dispense  with  his  Instructions. 
Doria  saw  with  grief,  that  this  dividon  between 
the  chiefs,  arising  froma  jealotisy  for  the  cotnmand/ 
would  make  the  enterprise  miscarry,  and  that  Don 
Garcia,  though  a  young  offiber^  jfet  beibg  iudepei^ 
dent  on  the  viceroy  of  Sicily,  was  foir  making  his 
advantage  of  the  great  occasion  they  had  for  thb 
body  under  his  command.  He  did  all  that  lay  In  his 
power  to  retain  him,andpreteiit  his  going  off;  and 
fhey  made  a  kind  of  negociation  of  that  Affair;  the 
bailiff  de  la  Sangle,  commander  of  the  galleys  of 
Malta,  had  the  management  of  it  by  Doria's  or- 
der:  that  judicious  knight  carried  milages  between 
both  parties;  but  Don  Garcia,  whsrt  propoHib  so^ 
ever  they  might  make  him,  ^ovld  not  ifbate  a  tittle 
of  his  pretension^;  he  maihtained,  that  as  he  com- 
manded a  fleet  add  body  df  troops  irf  chief;  nothikig 
conld  oblige  him  to  serve  as  a  subaltihr  without 
express  orders  from  the  emperor  to  that  pm^pose; 
that  indeed  he  was  Sensible  of  theies^ect  that  woul^ 
be  due  to  the  emperor's  flag,  and  io  fab  great  ad^ 
fufa^)i  so  lon^  as  he  shotifld  be  oat  at  sda^  bdt  thik^f 
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trhen  thej  fihonld  be  asbore,  and  especially  in  a  fo- 
rt ign  country^  he  woald  never  submit  to  receive 
orJeis  from  a  genernl,  who  had  no  right  to  claini 
any  authority  over  the  Neapolitan  troops.  This  dis- 
pute was  very  warm,  and  lasted  several  days,  when 
at  last  the  bailiff  de  la  8angle,  who  wag  of  a  recon- 
ciling temper,  brought  them  to  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz.  That  they  should  both  hare 
Mn  equal  authority  ashore ;  that  each  should  com- 
mand the  troops  which  he  had  brought  with  him  to 
the  siege;  that  the  council  of  war  should  regulate 
^and  determine  the  attacks  by  theplurality  of  voices; 
and  that  orders  should  be  given  in  the  emperor's 
.name,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  commanded  in 
person  at  the  siege.  These  disputes  being  happily 
over,  the  whole  fleet  set  sail,  stood  away  for  Africa, 
ivhen  they  lauded  the  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the 
place,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1550. 

Dragut,  during  Doria's  voyage  iuto  Sicily  and 
Trepano,  had  not  failed,  as  that  experienced  admi- 
ral had  foreseen,  to  throw  a  strong  reinforcement 
into  the  place;  he  had  put  some  of  his  best  officers 
into  it,  with  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition; 
and  at  the  same  time  put  out  to  sea,  in  order  to  in« 
tercept  the  convoys  that  should  be  sent  to  the  Chrisr 
tian  army.  The  governor  of  Goletta,  who  was  an 
officer  of  greatreputationand  distinguished  valour, 
came,  by  the  emperor's  express  orders,  to  the  siege; 
and  the  grand  master  of  Malta,  knowing  the  loss 
which  the  order  had  sustained  at  the  assault  of  the 
castle  of  Monaster,  sent  a  new  recruit  of  ^nights  to 
supply  the  place  of  such  as  had  been  killed. 

The  generals  having  landed  their  troops,,  their 
ammunition  and  artillery,  they  opened  the  trenches* 
ir^e4  the  batteiias,  and  the  artillery  begau  to  firc 
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a  formidalde  army  before  their  walls,  they  detes 
the  piracies  of  Dragat,  which  had  drawn  that  i 
upon  them,  and  they  began  to  talk  openly  of  treat! 
with  the  Christians:   but  Rais  Esse,  who  was  D 
gut's  nephew,  and  governor  of  the  place,  beinj 
resolute  soldier,  threatened,  that  if  they  mentioE 
80  much  as  a  single  word  about  capitulating, 
would  stab  them  all  one  after  another,  and  aft 
wards  set  fire  to  the  city:  and,  upbraiding  th 
with  their  cowardice,  he  asked  them  in  a  softer  to 
whether,  in  case  of  their  surrendering  themselves 
the  Christians,  they  could  be  so  silly  as  to  belli 
that  their  mortal  enemies,  when  once  become  th 
ma^gters,   would  leave  them  in    the    exercise 
their  religion,  and  the  enjoyment  of  their  estate 
adding,  that  they  ought  to  consider,  that  in  t 
war  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  man  lay  at  stall 
they  having  their  lives,  their  liberties,  their  re 
gton,  their  wives^  and  their  children  to  defend, 
the  same  time,  in  order  to  encourage  them,  he  i 
presented  to  them  the  strength  of  the  place,  t 
numerous  artillery,  the  arms  and  ammunition  tb 
were  in  it ;  telling  them  further,  that  he  had  o 
^  thousand  seven  hundred  foot  and  six  hundred  hoi 
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under  his  command,  all  which  his  uncle  had  chos 
from  amongst  his  best  troops,  who,  like  himself^  h; 
i  taken  a  resolution  to  bury  themselves  in  the  ruins 

^  the  place,  rather  than  surrender  it  to  the  Christiar 

f  The  magistrates,  intimidated  rather  by  his  menace 

**  than  encouraged  by  his  promises,  prepared,  thou^ 

Ugainst  their  wills,  to  sustain  a  siege,  which  it  Wi 
^  |iot  in  their  power  to  prevent:  but  the  populac 

^  ;  Vha  Yf^T^  furious  with  zeal,  snd  so  much  the  moa 
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jnkom  Vfthttf  wl%iM,  M  tftey  ktaewtotrfery  litiU 
of  i^  maAe  m  dth«r  anfttrer  to  lh«  g»Vtehi6r'8  di9- 
UMiw^  thati  by  telttii^  imptenMibt  A^atoit  the 
ChTiitiftMi  They  all  strove  tfi  Mrtfi«  tidk  oilier  ifa 
ttk^i  tkhoruttofii  t^  dia  ftr  tke  Utk^bf  UMlr  HOI- 
fidai  ab4  prejndict^  MiA  t*bMiMiBy  tat^JlUM  the 
^aa  af  Miolatioa  ittid  aakira|^« 

The  gavaraar>  ill  ord^r  to  cObfirili  lliMi  in  ^bieie 
atntittieiitii  and  to  gite  theta  a  pifoaf  tftal  he  i#a0 
ttat  afraid  of  tha  Ghritttaitf  i  oi^anftd  KiA  ^itvidty  to 
aally  oat  with  thr^  hundirad  at^afebiiileA.  who  ad- 
vanced to  a  rMitij^  gt6tiM  tiieai-  adjolnia^,  wh^Me 
tiiey  ft#ad  apoii  the  emperor ^8(i*ilit>,  with  their  iaiis- 
kebi  aad  loin*  field  pieoei.   DoA  Gartia,  Who0e 
garter  lay  near  to  it»  marahed  immediately  Wiih 
part  of  his  troopti  in  order  to  dislod^  them  froia 
tiiat  pogt :  the  skirmiBh  was  warm  aiid  obetmate^  If 
Indeed  generally  happens  in  the  fttsi  eom&ats»  by 
the  Bueeeis  of  which  men  often  jad|;e  before-hand 
of  the  fate  of  the  whole  enterprise.    The  ^Temor, 
in  ^rder  to  snstain  his  men,  sent  otit  At  hundred 
Moors,  armed  with  mttsfcels,  to  their  succour.  Who 
gave  a  furious  discharge,  which  aiade  a  terrible 
havock  among  the   Neapolitans.    Although  the 
iriceroy  of  Sicily  might  not  perhaps  be  sorry  to  see 
Bon  Garcia  beaten  and  repulsed,  yet  the  empetof^s 
aervice,  and  the  interest  of  the  common  cause,  made 
him  urge  the  hnights  to  advance  to  the  sticcdUf  of 
the  Neapolitans;  upon  which  the  bailiff  de  la  Saagk, 
who  commanded  the  battalion  of  Malta,  marehed 
out  immediately,  came  up  with  the  MooM,  eharg^ 
them  sword  in  hand;  when  those  iftfidek,  who  were 
very  unfit  to  stand  their  ground  in  battle,  bi^e  in 
a  moment.   The  infantry  got  back  to  tiie  gates  of 
<^  fko  town,  whiab  wai^a  shut  alter  fheiii;  and  fbf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THS  &51«H«  OV  VAtTlV  <Ktf 

ctTaliy,  dispersing  themselvet  ii»  tilt- pUi*»  a»liMit 
as  their  horses  could  galtop,  |brew  Aa«MelT«s  imo  s 
forest  of  olives,  where  they  iniinedlately  disappMrtd; 
The  cannon  had  began  wilhbattmng  the  feusse^ 
braye,  and  the  pannel  of  the  wall  which  ran  across 
the  slip  of  land  before^-mentioned ;  when  the  breach 
appearing  to  be  practicable^  they  sent  officers  tore* 
connoitre  it.    These,  at  their  return,  declared  that 
behind  the  breach  they  had  discovered  deep  in^ 
trenchments,  which  were  well  flanked,  the  boMfom^ 
of  which  was  stuck  full  of  iron  sjrfhes;  by  which 
means  they  would  infallibly  losealt  the  troops  they 
should  send  upon  the  attack:  but  Ihe  viceroy  of 
Sicily*  suspecting  that  fear  night  have  a  considev* 
able  share  in  this  report,  or  at  least  that  It  was 
greatly  exaggerated,  prevailed  upon  them  to  come 
to  a  resolution  of  making  an  assault  on  the  Vriday 
following;  during  which  interval  they  redoubled 
the  battery,  in  order  to  widen  the  breach.   On  Fri- 
day, two  hours  before  day-break,  the  viceroy,  who 
was  ambitious  of  the  whole  honour  of  the  enters 
prise,  notwitiistandtng  the  undisputed  right  which 
the  knights  had  of  being  at  the  head  of  all  attackr^ 
advanced  with  his  own  troops  to  the  foot  oFthe  walfl 
The  Sicilians  found  the  breach  of  the  faussebraye 
lined'  with  enemies,  who  made  a  terrible  fire,  and 
kiHeda  great  number  of  the  Christians.    But  tho 
assailants,  without  the  least  fear,  and  perhaps  with^ 
out  knowing  all  the  danger,  got  to  the  top  of  tha 
breach,  when  the  bravest  of  them  threw  themselves 
desperately  into  the  ditch,  which  was  between  the 
faussebraye  and  the  fort:  but  they  were  all  killed 
upon  the  spot,  except  one  man  only, whom  the  infi^ 
dels  spared,  and'took  prisoner,  purposely  to  getsome 
fight  into  the  designs  of  the  Christians.  Other  troops 
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sdvanced  to  (nisUin  this  fint  body^  but  wUhoot  any 
better  gaccefls:  for  they  met  every  where  with  deep 
cQtfl  and  intrenchments  lyin^^  one  above  another,- 
from  whence  they  were  galled  continually  with 
eannon  and  muBket*balI,  that  flew  as  thick  as  haiL 
The  fire  of  the  besieged  demolished  every  thing  that 
dared  so  much  as  to  appear.    This  assault  cost  the  i 

generals  the  bravest  of  their  soldiers^  and,  in  order  t 

to  save  the  remainder,  they  ordered  a  retreat  to  be 
sounded.  The  officers,  as  well  as  soldiers,  disheart- 
ened at  so  dangerous  an  attack,  threw  themselvea 
with  precipitation  into  their  trenches.  This  ill  suc- 
cess struck  a  great  damp  on  the  ardor  of  the  be* 
siegers.  If  the  discontented  and  dejected  soldiery 
did  not  dare  to  speak  of  raising  the  siege,  they  ne- 
vertheless saw  plain  enough,  that  it  would  be  pro- 
tracted to  a  great  length.  What  made  the  calami- 
ty still  greater  was,  their  provisions  began  to  fail; 
and  contagious  distempers,  contracted  from  fatigue 
and  unwholesome  food,  attacked  both  officers  and 
common  soldiers. 

The  bailiff  de  la  Sai^le,  who  accounted  huma* 
nity  his  chief  duty,  erected  a  kind  of  hospital  and 
infirmary  in  his  tents,  where  he  took  great  care  to 
have  the  sick  soldiers  carefully  attended.  The 
knights,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  and  in  imitation 
of  this  example,  attended  on  them  in  their  turns; 
io  that  now  all  the  army  admired  their  charity  aa 
much  as  they  had  done  their  courage.  Dragut,  who 
was  ever  attentive  to  the  defence  of  a  place  that 
was  of  such  importance  to  him,  endeavoured  to 
throw  succours  into  it ;  for  which  purpose  he  land- 
ed eight  hundred  of  his  men ;  and  getting  together 
three  thousand  Moors,  all  of  them  good  arquebu-^ 
lierii  whom  he  had  levied  with  his  money,  he  lay  iu 
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nmbusii  wiih  them  in  the  forest  of  Olives  near  Afric 
to  which  place  the  Christians  used  to  come  for  the 
fascines.  His  design  was  to  have  attacked  the  liu 
on  St.  James's  day^  who  being  the  patron  of  Spaii 
he,  for  tha)t  reason,  hoped  to  find  the  soldiers  eith< 
drunk  or  in  disorder,  and  absent  from  their  colour 
and,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  throwing  in  of  tl 
•ttccours,  he  had  given  the  governor  notice  to  mat 
a  sally  at  the  same  time  with  all  his  garrison:  bi 
chance  was  the  occasion  of  his  ambuscade's  bein 
discovered,  and  brought  on  an  engagement  soon< 
than  he  intended;   for  the  viceroy  of  Sicily,  goin 
into  the  forest  with  the  bailifFde  la  Sangle,  the  g< 
vemor  of  Goletta,  and  a  great  escort  of  knights,  t 
order  the  cutting  of  facines,  Dragut,  who  lay  coi 
eealed  there,  suffering  them  to  come  near  him,  rot 
up  suddenly  with  his  men,  gave  them  a  terribl 
fire,  and  fell  in  immediately  upon  the  knights  wit 
drawn  sabres.   The  bailiff,  notwithstanding  his  be 
ing  surprised  by  the  enemy,  soon  put  his  men  in  oi 
der,  they  being  all  old  warriors,  who  knew  ver 
well  bow  to  fall  into  it  of  themselves,  so  that  th 
battalion  formed  itself  without  any  manner  of  dil 
ficulty ;  after  which,  there  followed  no  small  skii 
mish^  but  rather  an  obstinate  engagement;  and  the; 
fought  together  for  a  long  time  with  various  sue 
cesB.  The  Turks  and  Moors,  by  their  frequent  firing 
killed  a  great  number  of  Christians,  among  whici 
the  loss  of  Lewis  Peres  de  Vargas,  governor  of  Go 
letta,  and  several  of  the  bravest  knights,  were  par 
ticularly  regretted.  The  viceroj  met  with  some  dif- 
ficulty in  drawing  his  troops  out  of  the  forest,  and 
recovering  the  plain :  Dragut  pursued  him  for  som< 
time,  and  made  several  charges;  but  finding  still 
the  same  men,  and  a  body  of  wariiors,  which;  thonet] 
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iir,  making  head  against  bim^  he  drew  off  hb  trobpa ; 
Und  the  Moon  knowing  the  tountry^  ttrew  Ihem- 
selves  into  the  fottsi  again,  dispersed  as  usual,  atiA 
did  not  rally,  till  such  titaieas  theycaHie  neafFagv^r 
which  was  th^ir  k'endezrons. 

At  the  vicefoy's  retnili,  the  gelierals  held  a  codtl- 
tetl  bf  WAr,  when  by  their  orders  and  directiMs  all 
the  batteri^  cbntintied  firing  With  the  same  itrj  ; 
besiidei  which,  they  also  raised  some  new  ones:  biit 
the  Wills  were  so  ttdck,  and  so  well  strengthened 
With  ramparts,  that  the  canMn  did  no  more  Ihab 
grace  upon  tiiem  as  it  were ;  and  the  breachesseemed 
io  imM,  and  were  covered  with  intrenchments  thit 
Were  so  wen  fortified,  that  they  dnrst  not  hkzard  n 
second  assault.  They  even  began  to  fear  fhfct  tiley 
should  be  obliged  to  raise  the  siege;  but  I>okl  Gar- 
cia, who  was  full  of  fire,  always  in  action,  whose 
tholights  were  entirely  bent  on  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  formed  a  design  which  gained  him  the 
principal  honour  of  it.  He  had  learned  from  some 
deserters,  that  a  part  of  the  wall,  which  the  sea 
washed,  was  wieaker  than  the  rest,  and  even  ne- 
glected h)r  the  besieged,  who  did  ndt  think  that 
great  vessels  icrould  xroftie  riear  it,  by  reason  of  the 
banks  of  sand  Which  the  waves  had  drove  on  that 
iide.  Don  Girrcia,  after  having  communleated  his 
project  id  the  admiral,  and  to  the  council,  took  the 
hulks  of  t^ia  old  galleys  that  drew  but  little  waler^ 
bound  ttietti  f^^t  one  to  another,  and  raised  a  bat- 
tery on  thetti  With  ^lirdpets  and  port-hol?s.  This 
machine  Was  in  la  dark  night  towed  by  some  Atl^s 
and  great  boat);,  ^nd  brought  oVerbgstnst  theplaee 
where  he  intended  to  make  a  breach ;  ^ndhe  made 
the  two  galleys  fast  with  four  anchors,  two  of  which 
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W€ve  |Qwar<)8  the  land  and  the  wall^  au4  the  other 
twa  towards  the  inaio  sea. 

Tb^y  begaa  at  d^y-breaK  to  batter  the  panoelef 
the  waU>  that  lay  opposite  to  this  platforin;  ¥ui4 
the  eaimoii  fired  with  so  much  fury,  that  a  great 
part  pf  (he  wall  was  beat  down  in  a  little  time:  % 
veaioaable  h4reach«  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineers. 
WM  soon  ipade ;  so  that  the  generals  resolved  to  tr  j 
m  aiBfanlt*  The  knights  of  Maha^  who,  pursuant  tQ 
<mptoni»  and  the  privilege  pf  that  illustrious  body, 
liad^eppstof  bpapur  assigned  them,  advanced  first 
ifi  tb«  ^tarm*  The  bailiff  de  la  Sangle  regulated 
th^rmar^h,  and  tjbe  order  of  the  attaek  :  he  ordered 
t^  the  coamander  de  Giou,  supported  by  two  filea 
of  the  ^oldest  knights,  should  carry  the  standard  of 
atke  ^df^  at  their  head*  The  chevalier  de  Guime-f 
van,  a^»  in  case  he  sho^^d  b^  killed,  the  ekevalier 
Cppier  ^fks  to  sustain  this  first  body  with  all  tha 
ypung  knightSj  ^nd  aeveiial  yplnnteers  of  different 
natianij  who  had  ^mr^d  tp  fight  under  the  banner 
of  St  John.  They  put  in  their  fear  four  companiei 
of  the  Maltese  soldiers^  eaoh  pf  them  commanded 
by  officers  of  the  order;  and  the  bailiff,  with  some 
old  knights  which  he  k^pt  abpiit  him,  was  to  close 
the  m^rch,  in  order  tn  goafi^rwiMrds  to  mtfih  plaeea 
as  should  have  the  4iio^t  need  of  .hi*  presence  and 
asaistauoe. 

The  viceroy  of  Sicily  with  bis  own. troops,  and 
Dan  Garcia  with  those  of  Naples,  in  order  to  make 
a  diversion,  uodartaok  taips^ely  to  make.other 
Mtaeks;  and  these  two  general«#  fromanicniiilation 
'Of  gtery,  and  to  have  eaoh  of  them  the  hoaour  of 
first  .f>lianting  his  standard  ett  tho  top  of  the  breach, 
promised  their  soldiers  extraordinary  rewards.  The 
jknights^  who  had  no  need  of  si|ch  selfr interested 
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ihottves,  the  inomeiit  a  cannon-shot  had  ^itefi  tht 
signal  for  an  attack,  got  into  skifk,  and  light  shal- 
lops, "which  drei¥  but  little  water ;  notwithstanding 
iRrhich,  most  of  these  bra^e  knights,  seeing  them-* 
•elves  stopped  every  moment  by  banks  of  sand, 
leaped  into  the  sea  with  their  swords  drawn,  and 
inarched  up  to  the  middle,  and  often  np  to  the 
shoulders,  in  water,  they  at  last  got  to  the  foot  of 
the  wall.    The  infidels  appeared  upon  the  highest 
part  of  the  breach,  and  in  order  to  keep  the  Chris- 
tians from  approaching  it,  plied  them  at  the  same 
time  with  their  great  and  small  shot,  with  arrows, 
stones,  firepots,  and  boiling  oil,  making  a  weapoQ 
of  every  thing  that  lay  next  to  their  hands.   How- 
ever, the  knights,  not  daunted  at  the  number  of 
theirslain^  surmounted  all  these  obstacles,  and  forced 
their  way  to  the  top  of  the  breach,  by  the  mde  of  a 
tower  that  joined  to  the  corner  of  the  wall.   The 
commander  de  Giou  immediately  set  up  the  stand*- 
ard  of  the  order;  but  he  was  the  same  moment 
struck  backwards  by  a  mu6ket*ball:  the  standard 
"was  taken  up  by  the  commander  Copier,  who  held 
it  aloft  during  the  whole  battle,  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  fire,  and  the  showers  of  cross-bow  shot.    In  the 
mean  time  the  cannon  which  played  upon  them 
from  the  adjoining  tower,  and  the  fire  of  the  mus- 
keteers from  the  intrenchments,  made  dreadful  ha- 
Vock  among  the  knights,  who  were  unable  either 
to  advance  forward  themselves^  or  force  the  infidels 
to  retire  back.  A  great  number  of  knights,  and  imk 
ble  volunteers,  who  fought  under  their  banner,  and 
most  of  the  Maltese  soldiers,  lost  their  lives  on  this 
occasion.  The  commander  de  Guimerau,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  attack,  was  infinitely  concerned  tq 
9fff  h|S  bf otiier  knights  killed  by  his  side,  yet  cpul^ 
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Ii6t  resolve  with  himself  to  abandon  his  post ;  wb 
happily  for  him,  as  he  was  turning  his  eyes  on 
sides,  be  discovered  on  the  left  hand  through  \ 
rnins,  a  little  path  that  led  to  the  body  of  the  pla< 
others  pretend  that  it  was  the  ruins  of  a  gallery 
communication  t  be  that  as  it  will>  the  command 
at  the  head  of  his  companions,  made  an  effort,  \ 
pulsed  every  thing  that  he  met  with  in  his  wi 
opened  himself  a  passage,  rushed  into  the  gallei 
which  was  all  gone  to  ruin,  except  the  beams  a 
some  joists,  and  marching  over  them  with  as  mu 
Resolution  as  he  would  have  done  over  a  stone  bridg 
he  made  his  way  into  the  city. 

At  this  noise  the  inhabitants,  alarmed  by  thecri 
of  their  wives  and  children,  barricaded  themseh 
in  the  streets,  and  got  into  the  houses,  from  when 
they  made  a  terrible  fire.   Here  the  knights  foui 
themselves  stopped  again,  and  obliged  in  a  mann 
to  make  as  many  sieges  as  there  were  intrenchmen 
in  every  quarter;  but,  while  they  were  thus  figh 
ing,  the  Turks  and  Moors,  who  were  opposing  tl 
Neapolitans  and  Sicilians,  hearing  that  the  Malte 
were  got  vithin  the  place,  abandoned  the  defen< 
of  it,  to  run  to  the  succour  of  their  houses  and  fd 
milies.  On  which  the  Christians  immediately  sprea 
themselves  over  the  city,  and  made  them  sensibl 
that  every  man's  maintaining  himself  in  his  respec 
tive  post  would  have  been  the  only  way  for  thei 
to  have  preserved  their  particular  fortunes.    Th 
poor  inhabitants,  after  a  weak  resistance  in  som 
quarters,  seeing  the  enemy  masters  of  the  place 
fled  for  their  lives.     Some  made  the  best  of  thei 
way  to  the  plai^i  and  the  forest,  others  got  int 
boats:  some,  out  of  despair,  threw  themselves  int< 
|he  sea;  and  Dragut's  soldiers,  who  were  more  afrui 
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of  his  rf|Nrofiebeii  Hian  ofdeiih  itaieU;  weni'io  sefk 
it  01)  th^  f^aiAt  of  the  iwardt  of  the  (Gliristiaw.  Nafe 
one  of  lh(m  would  call  fw  qwiitep,  m  tiitt  tfcey  all 
iMde  UiM»«el?^  be  killed  ui  aaiaiL  fhty  met  with 
a  icoimderable  booty  in  ihia  ptaee;  fdr,  hmisf  terea 
tKou^wd  slaves  of  eretj  nge  and  8ex«  the  toldieii* 
faniicl  tbi&  oity  filled  wiA  tqagftcknto  of  very  tfich 
iper^aiidUpf,  and  plenty  of  gold«  flilver,  iftdpre^ 
<;Hnis  st4^iies  in  (he  boas^  ^  ibe  priaaipal  inh^^ 

Out  the  riehoit  booty  .was  fhefilabehMf,  w.bidi,. 
at  tbat  tiaie^  wv  Uie  ;8trong:«it  an  ibe  ceaat  ^ 
Africa.  The  viceroy  of  Sicily,  'who  had  no  knig'er 
o^af iM  ffff  f be  tfueeqafftiaf  the  l>feapeKta»,  opfealy 
qlaimed  ftll  tbe  bonoiir  of  taking  it,  put  bis  son  us 
itaa^of  oraor,  leairing,  bttbe  same  time,  a  f^arrisoa 
oonaistifig  of  six  companies  of  foot;  after  wbioh 
tbe  breaches  wei«e  earefully  vepbired,  the  ditebta 
cleaned,  a^nd  baying  purified  and  eonseeiated  the 
principal  mosque,  they  interred  in  it  all  tbe  knigfata 
and  pfinoipal  officers  who  bad  been  killed  in  the 
iii^gQ.  The  emperor  having  been  afterwards  obliged 
tp  abiiidon  this  place,  tbeir  aabea  were  tram^ported 
to  Sieity  in  two  distinct  chests,  which  were  deposited 
in  the  cathedral  ohureh  of  Montreal ;  and,  by  the 
vitfi^roy's  order,  they  erected  a  stately 'moBumeBt^Q 
their  memory,  on  whieb  the  following  epitaph  waa 
engraved: 


''Death  has  put  an  end  to  thelives  of  Uiose  wl 
^hes  rest  under  this  marble;  bnt  the  reaBeinbraBfte 
of  their  great  valour  shall  never  die.    The  faith  of 
llwse  bef ots  b«is  given  them  a  fla&e  iq  heaven,  mud 
timr  Miifia^e  hat  filled  the  eMth  with  Amw  gbry; 
m  ihat  «be  blood  vrbi«h  As^ed  firfpa  their  WJmprii 
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hMi  ihstead  of  one  iramltory  lift,  {^^duired  theu 
two  that  are  immortal/' 

l>r&^t>  ^iraged  at  this  loss  of  the  town  of  Africa^ 
I  of  hlfl  treasured,  &nd  his  ilaves>  which  1^^te  lodged 

>  there,  ascribed  it  chiefly  to  the  knights  of  Malta  ^ 

I  he  accordingly  made  com{f>lains  of  it  to  the  grand 

I  iieignior.    His  dgent  at  the  Porte  represented  both 

to  that  prince  and  to  the  divan,  that  the  emperor^ 
by  this  conquest^  hnd  one  of  the  principal  keys  of 
Africa  in  his  power;  that  he  was  tna^er  of  the  for-* 
tresi  of  Gdetta,  and  of  most  of  the  placed  that  de- 
p^AeA  on  the  kingdom  of  Tunis;  that  the  kiiighti 
t»f  Malta,  Who  weft  devoted  to  that  {>rtnee,  h^d  for^ 
ti&ed  themselves  in  Tripoli ;  that  Ihete  was  relaoit 
to  a)pprehend  lest  the  Arab^,  being  gteat  ^enemies  to 
the  Tnfks,  should  Aicititate  their  passage  over  tho 
deserts  into  £^pt;  tnd  that  the  knights,  under 
]>tetenice  of  deKvering  Jerusalem  and  Palestine  from 
the  dominion  of  the  Ottoatans,  might  penetrate  into 
thoto  countries,  i^eti^^  the  anoitot  apirit  of  tlie  erun 
aades,  and  bring  into  their  party  the  forces  of  ihm 
Chriirtian  priteefes.  Who  w^tnefornvidoble  wkcttAincted 
together. 

Some  ¥i6ble  pre«(enis,  the  •Mrost  inter|iPotct  to  ob^ 
iatn  a  hearing  at  the  Porte,  which  Dragtit  uKslrtff 
tinted  among  <^e  prfnetpaf  ^aihaa,  engaged  them  to 
tepresent  to  the  grand  set gnior,  nhsM  tits  iiiphoBss 
^Hb  more  tonterned  in  'flielosi  of  AOrieathan  Bnif^ 
gnt;  that  the  enterprise  wM  %  breoeh  of  the  treaty 
Vnade  ivith  the  Christians,  wtii^^h  cautioned  itiU  m 
force :  that  he  eodld  not  atotd  diaoovering  dm  vo*- 
aentment  npem  th^t  nctonnt ;  and  liiat  it  mrn^faarti* 
tmlarly  necessary  be  ^onld  dritN»  the  Junights^ those 
deciated  And  l^temftl  enoad^ea  of  Um  JOfccersm,  a)%^ 
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of  all  Africa,  aa  he   had  done  already  out  of 
Asia. 

Solyman,  in  that  height  of  power  to  which  his 
birth  and  conquests  had  raised  him,  was  capable, 
with  no  great  difficulty,  of  being  blown  up  to  in- 
dignation and  resentment;  nevertheless,  as  this  mo- 
narch, contrary  to  the  custom  of  most  of  bis  prede* 
cessors,  valued  himself  upon  his  religious  observance 
of  his  treaties,  before  he  began  the  war,  he  sent, 
out  of  a  sort  of  formality,  a  chaoux  to  the  emperor, 
to  demand,  in  his  name,  the  restitution  of  Susa, 
Monester  and  Africa.  Charles  answered  the  envoy, 
that  those  places  were  dependencies  of  the  kingdooi 
of  Tunis,  which  held  of  the  crown  of  Castile;  and 
that,  independent  of  his  rights  of  high  sovereignty, 
his  generals  had  done  only  in  that  point,  what  all 
sovereigns  of  all  religions  ought  to  do  with  regard 
to  a  corsair,  who  was  odious  both  to  God  and  man; 
and  that,  as  for  himself,  he  was  resolved,  without 
thinking  it  any  breach  of  the  truce  which  he  had 
made  with  his  highness,  to  pursue  that  pirate  into 
all  places  which  he  should  retire. 

Solyman,  who  was  too  powerful  to  be  equitable, 
and  who  weighed  his  reasons  only  by  the  strength 
of  his  forces,  was  provoked  at  so  resolute  an  answer ; 
and  therefore  resolved  to  have  satisfaction  for  it  by 
some  illustrious  enterprise.  Dragut  had  orders  sent 
him  to  get  together,  in  a  body,  all  such  corsairs  ag  . 
carried  the  Turkish  flag,  and  to  keep  them  in  rea* 
diness  to  join  the  Ottoman  fleet,  which  the  sultan 
was  for  employing  in  this  war;  and,  in  order  to  take 
away  from  Charles  all  pretence  of  treating  Dragut 
as  a  corsair,  he  sent  to  him,  as  to  one  of  his  officers, 
^  commission,  constituting  him  sangiac  of  the  isl^ 
^  Smi^  Maura^  The  grand  seignior's  design  w9l# 
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^  lately  taken;  but  Dragut  took  care  to  have  repre- 

^  sented  to  him,  that  the  knights  of  Malta  would  in- 

'  fallibly  traverse  him  in  all  those  enterprises/ and 

^  that  their  vessels  would  frequently  intercept  such 
f          ,    convoys  as  should  pass  along  the  coast  of  Tripoli  or 

^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Malta ;  that,  therefore,  it 

<'  would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  fall  with 

f  fire  and  sword  on  that  island  and  on  Tripoli,  and  to 

i  employ  all  his  forces  for  the  extirpating  of  those 

s  knights,  who,  notwithstanding  their  being  few  in 

If  number,  ;had  never  yet  failed  to  multiply  as  it 

!i'  were,  whenever  a  war  was  carrying  on  against  the 

^  Mussulmen. 

k  The  grand  seignior,  who  had  never  heard  the 

i^  knights  mentioned  at  his  court  but  as  so  many  cor« 

|i  sairs,  who  ruined  the  commerce  of  his  dominionst 

i  entered  into  Dragut*s  measures :  and,  as  a  power* 

i  ful  fleet  was  necessary  for  the  execution  of  it,  or- 

t  ders  were  issued  accordingly,  and  they  began  to 
work  without  intermission  in  all  the  ports  of  his 

H  empire,  in  order  to  build  and  fit  out  galleys  and 

$  vessels  of  all  sizes.    The  noise  of  so  great  an  arma^ 

f  ment  soon  came  to  the  ears  of  Charles  V.  He  made 

)  BO  question  but  that  Dragut  was  the  cause  of  the 

^  war;  and  that  he,  for  his  own  private  interest^ 

f  would  be  glad  to  draw  down  his  master's  arms,  and 

I  extend  his  power  in  Africa :  in  order,  therefore,  to 

f  lay  the  storm,  it  was  necessary  that  Dragut  should 

I  be  destroyed,  or  that  they  should  get  his  person 

f  once  moris  into  their  hands.     Charles  Y.^  from  aii 

I  opinion,  that  if  the  sultan  should  find  himself  de-r 

I  prived  of  so  experienced  a  general,  who  had  beeq 

I  used  to  those  seas  for  00  many  year?^  he  WQuld  ihtn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


014  HUTOB.T  or 

turp  the  power  of  h»  anni  to  some  otber  qiiarfef^jr 
eommanded  Doria  to  go  in  search  of  him,  \o  &gh% 
him  at  any  rate,  and  pmit  nothing  in  qr der  to  free 
him  from  so  dangerous  an  enemy. 

Doria,  pnrsnant  to  the  emperor^?  orders,  pmt  ti> 
sea  in  the  spring  with  two-fiad-twenty  gallejs,  be- 
tides galliots  and  brigantipes,  and  ip  the  month  of 
March  arrived  upon  the  coiipt  of  Africa.  The  Chri#- 
tjan  admiral,  hearing  that  Dragnt  had  put  into  the 
leaven  or  channel  of  the  19k  of  Gfelves  or  Gerba^ 
made  for  that  place ;  and^  in  order  to  pvevept  bit 
getting  out,  anchored  at  the  month  of  the  ehanqel^ 
in  a  place  called  Bocca  de  Contra.    The  cor^^ir^ 
turprised   by  the  arrival  of  the  Chri^ti^  fleets 
worked  all  night  in  raising  a  rampart  of  earth  9Lt 
the  mouth  of  the  channel^  from  whence  he  pltjed 
with  his  artillery  upon  Dorians  galleys,  and  obliged 
them  to  withdraw  out  of  the  reach  of  hif  cannon. 
But  the  Christian  admiral,  fully  persuaded  that  his 
prey  could  not  escape  him,  immediately  dispatched 
tpme  brigantines  to  Sicily,  Naples  and  G^noajr  in 
order  to  have  a  reinforcement  of  t|foops  sent  him, 
ffom  those  places* 

His  design  in  sending  for  these  troops  was,  that 
i^vhilsjt  he,  with  his  fl^et,  should  keep  the  corsair  in 
tight,  and  also  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  channelt 
they  might  by  that  means  have  an  opportunity  af 
landing  in  the  island,  of  burning  Dragut's  galleys^ 
and  of  taking  him  prisoner.  Dragut,  who  foresaw 
his  design,  an^  that  he  was  going  to  be  invested  by 
tea  and  land,^  in  order  to  extricate  himself  out^ofik)^ 
great  a  danger,  formed  a  project  as  bold  as  it  was 
extraordinary,  and  which  is  scarce  to  be  paralleled 
in  history. 

In  order  to  keep  up  the  confidence  of  the  Chfis* . 
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tiati  admiral,  and  make  Kim  believe,  that  he  was 
r^8oIted  fo  defend  the  entrance  of  the  channel  to 
the  litstexireroity.Dragut  caused  several  intrench^ 
ments  to  be  made  alon^  the  shore,  on  both  sides  of 
it,  well  provided  with  artillery  and  mnsketeers, 
which  made  a  continaal  fire  when  any  Christian 
vessel  dared  to  come  near  them;  but  at  the  same 
tiniie  the  crafty  corsair,  by  the  help  of  his  soldiers 
alid  galley-slaves,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Moors 
wKoiuHahited  the  island;with  ^reat  secrecy  levelled 
a  foad,  which  began  at  the  place  where  his  galleys 
lay  at  anchor,  on  which  he  raised  a  frame,  composed 
of  several  pieces  of  timber,  covering  it  over  with 
pTaiiks  ihat  had  been  hibbed  with  grease,  h^  order 
for  th^  bet^r  sliding  of  &ny  thing  upon  it.  After 
which  they  hoisted'  the  galleys,  by  the  strength  of 
G^pstanes,  upon  this  frame  or  floor  of  timber,  and, 
with  great  wooden  rollers,  forced  them  forward  to 
a  part  of  the  island  where  t^e  ground  lay  much 
16wer,  and  where  he  had  caused  a  new  canal  to  be 
dug,  on  that  side  of  the  isle  which  lay  opposite  to 
the  channel  of  Cantara,  and  by  which  he  transported 
his  galleys  from  one  sea  to  the  other.  Doria  knew 
nothing  of  all  this,  until  he  was  niade  sensible  of  it 
bv  the  loss  of  the  admiral  galley  of  Sicily,  which 
]Dragut,  in  a  kind  of  bravado,  took  almost  in  his 
sight.  The  corsair,  after  thi^  aiition,  sailed  for  Con«> 
atantinople,  in  order'  to  hasten  b^  his  ptesence  the 
departure  of  the  fleet  which  was  desig^ned  against 
Tripoli,  and  the  bther  places  belonging  to  the  or-^ 
dbr  6f  St.  John.  The  Christian  admiral,  amazed,; 
and  in  greater  confusion  than  if  he  had  Idst  a  Con-  * 
aiderabk  battle,  came  back  into  the  harbour  of 
Genoa;  and,  in  ot'der  to  evade  pursuing  the  corsair, 
yttaiie  n^  6P  the  honorable  pretence  of  hii^  beingf 
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obliged  to  command  in  person  those  galleys  thfti 
were  to  carry  don  Philip  of  Austria,  the  emperor's 
only  son,  from  Italy  into  Spain:  so  that  he  con* 
ducted  the  yonng  prince  to  Barcelona,  from  whence 
he  afterwards  brought  back  Maximilian,  king  of 
Bohemia^  cousin*gerraan  to  Philip,  and  son  to  Fer* 
dinand,  king  of  the  Romans,  whom  his  father  had 
ordered  to  return  home  into  Germany. 

Doria  spent  all  the  summer  in  making  these  voy- 
ages, whilst  the  viceroys  of  Naples  and  Sicily* 
being  deprived  of  his  succours,  had  joined  their 
maritime  forces;  notwithstanding  which,  they  yet 
did  not  find  themselves  strong  enough  to  keep  the 
sea,  and  therefore  had  sent  to  Malta,  to  desire  the 
assistance  of  the  galleys  of  the  order.  The  grand 
master,  for  the  same  reason,  and  from  the  appre* 
hensions  they  were  under  of  being  besieged,  ought 
not  to  have  suffered  his  galleys  to  stir  out  of  his 
ports :  but  the  order  being  under  the  government 
oS  a  Spanish  grand  master,  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  Austrian  interest ;  and  a  request,  or  even  a  hint, 
from  the  emperov  or  his  generals,  was  considered 
by  the  grand  master  as  an  absolute  command.  How-* 
ever,  there  were  some  commanders  in  the  council, 
who  openly  complained  of  the  sending  away  the 
forces  of  the  order,  and  depriving  them  by  that 
means  of  so  necessary  a  succour,  at  the  very  mo* 
ment  they  were  going  to  be  attacked  by  the  infi- 
dels. But  d'Omedes,  in  order  to  keep  the  rest  of 
the  council  from  giving  ear  to  such  just  reasons, 
declared  he  had  received  certain  intelligence,  that 
the  fleet  of  the  infidels  was  to  be  put  to  uo  other 
use  that  year  than  to  assist  the  king  of  Trance 
against  the  emperor ;  upon  which,  on  his  bare  word^ 
l|nd  still  inwe  by  his  interest  and  authority,  t^e  g^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


THS   KIVieHTS   OF  MALTA.  617 

leys  wtre  ordered  immediately  to  join  those  of  the 
emperor:  and  the  ^rand  master,  to  pacify  the  mur« 
mors  of  those  who  complained  of  their  being  em- 
ployed in  this  manner,  gave  orders  to  the  chevalier 
Pied«de-fer,  general  of  the  galleys,  at  his  depar- 
ture, that  in  case  he  should  find  the  fleet  of  the  in- 
fidels were  steering  their  course  for  Malta  or  Tri- 
poli, he  then  should  return  with  all  possible  dili- 
gence into  the  ports  of  the  order.  But  for  the  exe- 
cuting of  such  orders  it  would  have  been  necessary 
for  him  to  have  had  a  safe-conduct  from  the  sea» 
the  winds,  and  the  enemy's  fleet. 

The  port  of  Messina  was  fixed  upon  as  the  gene- 
tal  rendezvous.  Scarce  had  the  several  squadrons, 
which  composed  the  Christian  fleet,  put  in  there, 
wiien  they  received. repeated  advices  from  the  Le- 
vant, that;  the  grand  seignior  was  at  sea,  and  that 
that  formidable  arraado  steered  towards  the  coasts 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  but  that  there  was  no  judging 
where  the  storm  would  fall.  This  fleet  consisted  of 
a  hundred  and  twelve  royal  galleys,  two  great  gal- 
leasses, thirty  flutes,  and  several  brigantines  and 
transport  vessels,  all  under  the  command  of  Sinan 
Basha,  with  Dragut,  and  another  famous  corsair, 
called  Sala  Rais,  for  his  lieutenants,  together  with 
twelve  thousand  men,  most  of  them  janizaries,  09 
board,  and  a  great  number  of  pioneers,  working 
tools,  and  machines  proper  for  a  siege.  At  the  samo 
time  the  chevalier  George  de  St.  Jean,  who  had  re- 
turned to  Malta,  after  scouring  all  the  coast  of  the 
Morea,  reported,  that  the  conversation  all  over  the 
Levant  was  about  the  siege  of  Tripoli,  or  that  o£ 
Malta  itself;  and  that  which  made  the  council  still 
fnore  uneasy  was,  that  the  commander  de  Yille- 
gag^non,  wh9  arrived  abQut  th^t  tim^  from  Francf 
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into  SicUy,  #rdte  frbm  TfieiixM  t6  ih^  ^IM  mftih* 
tet  antl  his  i^rticiilai*  (tieihdtf,  mA)f«itiif  iben^,  ihdt 
th^  gtahd  s^ig'ntor^s  tif niStii^Mt  ^ab  d^^UeA  8«M^ 
jkgfttnst  the  ddthifri6^#  of  th>  (yrdei*^  fltift  thltf  he  htad 
get  otit  froM  hU  ovl  ri  tohiifty  piifftosely  to  bi^iti^ 
th^iVi  tett^ltt  advice  df  ii,  ind  t»'  di^hif^e  fiiai 
drtty  #HitW  by  his  pfdfetel6«  fccf  6'*r^a  to  IB*  <Me^. 
As  thfs  4kn!g;ht  H  th^t  tittnV,;  iAfM«  a  i^if  i^aaHAe-^ 

Hoi,  perhaps,  bte  ih^fpet  ia  ^m  i  td6i€  patfi«ti1i^ 
dccoxiii(  of  him. 

Brother  Nicholas  HdrdMi!  d^  S^iltf^a^bn  #aa 
a  Fr^n*hman,  bbrn  bF  ari  atitttht  farnib^  in  the  pro- 
Tiibt^e  6f  n^.  Rewa<  orAe  erf  flie  haMteo&eM  tn^ 
«f  fAi  %c^;  had  d  mihd  adofnfed  ^n^ith  ev^ry  kind  df 
etif idiW  aiid;  usefu!  kndVrled^c  ;  hbr  ^as  he  less  di#- 
itti^irfshed  hf  his  Trfloor,  wMclfi  cominan^d  reject 
W6!tt*th^  bmvcrt  csrptaihrhis  coiiteiiiporaries«  Wc 
Rfeittf  ali<eady  tali  en  notice  of  the  advantag'eous  man- 
tttt  H  ^hiclt  he  sigiialifced  hitbself  at  the  sie^c  df 
Algirfry;  aiid'of  thy  glbry  he  there  acquired  ill  the 
*^ht^6f  «6  mdny  diflftr'Ait  natidns  ai  cottiposed  fhe 
atitiy  of  Chartes  V-  Nor  had  h&  less  diifiiigniAea 
hiiiisdf  it^i^ai  iti  the  dervitde  of  Ms  PrVftte,  rfiid  ill 
<be  post  df  ^cc-admiral  of  t^6  eodst  of  Bretagne. 
This' gallant  krtight,  it  thri  fifst  rtjJoft  df  tfee  ^raAd 
fitfgnirf^'s  preparratiolis;  aiidbf  Maltrf'sbelttg  Arcal- 
rttttf  D<riA  a  siege,  dfid  hot  \^it  fo*  a  geh^ifl  cita^ 
ftbh;  bdt  With  king  HeWry  Ill's  kaTe,  lefeVin^  fbi6 
erfttrf;  aiid  by  tbat  me^lnh  all  hid  hop*s,  arriteff  t* 
SicSry,  air*  rfc)qiiamttd  the  vlcWroy  ^ith  the  n*^  hfe 
t*ks  c^rryin^  to  the  grand'  master:  ifJof  dhi  he  fiKl 
to*  feplreiehlf  tfb  hirti ,  ih ' vfery '  2*al6uV  f enni ,  tH^  few 
ttb6p^,  ah(f  th^s^ttlt  stotU  of  a^n^unititokk  there  Wtt 
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Wm  njipr^ovcr  to  sead  8^pcplLlr$  tp  ^Kop§  ifil?i)«M^  V 
teing  fendatoriep  of tUeprowiAof  ^niJ^J,  fV^if^y'^m 
ajl  a  bulwark  to  that  fcii^gdp^. 

The  viceroy,  imagining  that  the  coasts  of  ^fi|^f 
^nd  Sicily  were  mofe  ii>  cjauger  cff.  he\}\g  ^t^jicd 
by  the  in^dels  tha^  the  pl^pe^  of  the  Qrcjcf^   satis-; 
fied  himself  with  sayiiig,  that  he  would  oiftif  i?otl)ii^ 
that  might  cqnfrfihute  to  tlie  defeiice  qf  ATaJt^,  §» 
far  as  w^s  cqi^si^tpnt  inrith  thfi  iijter^^tof  t^p  ijSilaftil, 
of  which  hp  was  goT^rnor.  An  answe/  given  i|i  $^ch 
random  and  general  terms,  giving  no  sati^fa^tiqn  tq 
Villegag^io^^,  he  went  i>n  board  a  brigantine,  au4 
a^rrived  a  few  days  after  at  Malta.  At  liis  la^^^HSi 
a  CTqy(d  of  kp^gjit?  c^mp  abop$  l|ifn,apil  cq^Jiiptedi 
him  tp  th?  grand  master;  vvV^t  ^^r  b3,^}HC  P%\A 
his  fy»t  compliiQents  to  l\im,  tl>af  pri^ce,  as^i^bU^) 
tKe  cpnnpil^  h^d  hiip  called  in,  and  asked  hi|n  Yi[hnt\ 
they  thought  ifi  France  of  the  grand  sejgaior's  ar^ 
man^ent  ?   The  Frei^ch  coniuiander  replied,  tliat  i| 
was  the  common  opii^ion^  t|iaf  all  the  foree^  of  tltA 
Ottoman  Enjipire  were  go^.ng  to  faU  ypon  the  t?|ri- 
tqries  of  t^e  order;  tl\at  wljiep  1^,  at  h^s  cq^ti^ 
a^ay^  was  takin^^  leave  of  th^  cpn^talxl^  de  M<)«it-. 
moreucy,.  fiffst  minister  of  the  kiis^gdorp*  that  lw4 
had  cofnoiisaioned  him,  to  acquaint  theio,  ip.  h'^. 
i\ame»  tha^  they  would  b^  i^iiiii^cVi^tely  a^ta^^k^fdi 
that' tl;ie  gi^aa^  seignior,  ves?d  t(^fi,ud  a  great  9iv9ir, 
bjer  of  knights  in  all  the  ariqjeSi^  )^h  of  the  emperor* 
and  the  Yeneti^ans ;  an^  ince^a^  pWtio^r\y,%tthfl 
share  they  had  b^  in  the  taki^  of  Ajfri^a,  ii|n. 
tended  to  drive  them  oiit  of  Tripoli^  ajid  the  kdeg^ 
which  they  poss^s^d;  that  he  exhprjted  thaw  po^^a.. 
sufier  theiflselveii  to  be  surprise^;  th^t  thiaa4\i^. 
was  the  result  of  ^he  ^entii^ents  of  that  eB%fm\  a9^ 
H^ection  which  he  bore  to  an  ill.\v;topj;9.9rder>  ap^. 
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vhrch  the  gnnd  master  de  Tlgle  Adam,  his  iincl^, 
had  gOTcmed  in  the  most  perilous  times,  with  the 
universal  approbation,  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  Chris- 
tendom. 

This  news  alarmed  the  council ;  so  that  they  nsed 
the  most  pressing  instances,  in  order  to  oblige  the 
grand  master  to  put  the  places  belonging  to  the 
order  in  a  state  of  defence;  and  all  of  them  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  should  immediately 
•end  succours  to  Tripoli,  which  was  but  poorly  for- 
tified, and  whose  garrison  was  composed  of  none  but 
old  and  infirm  knights,  who  had  retired  thither  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air ;  that  the  little  isle  of  Goza  was 
not  tenable,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  demolish 
the  castle,  lest  the  Turks  should  establish  them- 
selves in  a  place  that  lay  so  near  Malta ;  that  they 
should  transport  the  inhabitants  of  that  island  to 
Sicily,  desire  the  viceroy  to  give  them  a  retreat 
there,  and  to  ask,  by  way  of  exchange,  for  some 
companies  of  foot  to  be  sent  to  Tripoli. 

The  grand  master  heard  these  different  advices 
with  a  coldness  next  to  insensibility ;  and,  after 
having  expressed  to  Villegagnon  how  much  he  was 
obliged  to  the  com  table  for  the  great  concern  he 
discovered  for  the  order,  he  dismissed  him;  and 
making  the  great  crosses  and  pilliers  of  the  convent 
stay  behind  him,  he  said  to  them  with  a  sneer, 
^'  Either  this  Frenchman  is  the  constable's  bubble,  or 
he  has  a  mind  to  make  us  his/'  But  afterwards, 
affecting  a  more  serious  air,  which  was  more  suitable 
to  an  affair  of  such  importance,  he  told  them,  that 
they  should  never  persuade  him  to  believe,  that 
Solyman  had  been  at  the  expence  df  such  an  arma*^ 
ment,  with  a  view  only  of  seizing  upon  Malta ;  that 
io  inconsiderable  an  object,  and  the  conquest  of  % 
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barrien  nck^  would  never  compensate  for  the  p 
digious  expence  he  had  been  at  in  'fitting  out 
mighty  a  fleet;  but  that  in  reality  the  grand  sei 
nior,  who  was  one  of  the  greatest  politicians  of 
age,  aimed  at  much  higher  designs;  that  he  \ 
going,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  France,  to  atta 
the  kingdom  of  Naples;  that  his  fleet,  which  alarm 
them  so  much,  was  expected  in  the  port  of  Touto 
that  it  was  immediately  to  join  that  of  France ;  a 
that  he  likewise  had  certain  advice  of  the  kin§ 
sending  thither  five  mules  loaded  with  money,  1 
the  pay  of  the  infidels.   That,  after  all,  it  would 
proper,  before  they  should  put  themselves  to  e 
pences,  which  would  perhaps  be  thrown  away, 
wait  for  more  certain  accounts. 

An  answer,  in  terms  so  full  of  coldness  and  indi 
ference,  raised  the  indignation  of  several  membi 
of  the  council :   what  Villegagnon  had  advance 
with  relation  to  the  necessity  they  were  under 
fortifying  Tripoli,  could  never  be  thought  an  us 
less  expence :  but  it  was  but  too  flagrantly  kno^ 
at  Malta,  that  the  grand  master,  whose  though 
were  entirely  bent  on  aggrandizing  his  family,  reel 
oned  all  money  as  lost,  that  did  not  turn  to  the  pr 
fits  of  his  nephews;  and  that  the  weakest  pretenc 
provided  it  served  for  the  putting  off  any  expene 
how  necessary  soever  it  might  be,  appeared  even 
his  eyes  as  a  solid  reason,  and  a  certain  advantag 
Insomuch  that  some  commanders  answered  him  i 
pretty  warm  terms,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  i 
the  council,  upon  the  doubtful  testimony  of  son 
spies  only,  to  continue  in  a  state  of  indolence,  at 
time  when  the  Ottoman  fleet  was  drawing  nea 
and  in  the  view  of  so  great  a  danger ;  that  it  wi 
necessary  to  issue  a  general  citation  forthwith,  1 
YPt.  II.  4  K 
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ffammon  together  all  ihekmg^iB,  who  weredtfpereed 
in  different  parts  ofChristiendoin,  to  fortify  all  those 
weak  places  in  the  isle  of  Malta^  which  mij^ht  any 
way  facilitate  the  descent  of  the  iufidels,  to  demo- 
lish the  castle  of  Goza^  transport  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island  into  Sicily»  endeavour  to  get  tuceoara 
from  the  viceroy ;  and,  above  all  things*  reeal  the 
old  knights  from  Tripoli,  and  fill  up  their  places 
with  a  body  of  snch  as  were  yonnger,  and  more  dde 
to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  a  siege. 

The  grand  master,  who  was  ever  food  of  money^ 
told  them,  that  he  was  not  averse  to  the  issuing  a 
citation,  provided  that,  till  such  time  as  a  general 
chapter  could  meet,'  in  order  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pence  that  the  arrival  of  such  a  great  number  of 
knights  would  occasion,  they  would;  in  afaH  coun- 
cil, augment  the  responsions  and  taxes,  which  every 
commaudery  was  obliged  to  pay.     He  added,  that 
be  could  not  give. his  consent  to  the  abandoning  the 
castle  of  Goaa,  whioh  was  seated  on  the  point  of  a 
rock,   and  which  might  serve  for  a  retreat  to  thb 
wives  and  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island; 
and  that  the  people  would  fight  with  greater  cou- 
rage and  bravery,  whilst  they    had    those  dear 
pledges  before  their  eyes;  and  moreover,  that  he  re- 
posed the  utmost  confidence  in  the  valour  and  ex- 
perience of  the  chevalier  d'Esse,  who  commanded 
there  in  quality  of  gbvernorJ    As  to  the  exchange 
which  tjiey  proposed  to  make  of  the  garrison  of 
Tripoli,  he  opposed  it,  under  pretence  that  it  iias 
not  prudent  to  weaken 'Malta,  in  order  to  fortify  a 
place  that  lay  so  remote,  and  that  the  drawing  some 
companies  of  foot  thither  from  Sieily  would  be  suc- 
cours suflScienti  and  last^,  that  he  woiild  write 
imowrdiately  to  tibe  viiexoy  to  that  efifect. 
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However  weak  his  reasons  might  be,  yet  all  t 
.could  suggest  was  not  sufficient  to  onexcome 
.o|)Stinac7,  or  remove. bis  prepossessions;  and  v 
was  worse,  his  opinion,  through  the  coroplaisanc 
the  Spanish  and  Italian  conunanders,  prevailei 
<!ounail.    They  likewise,  laid  aside  the  design  < 
general  citation,  from  a  notion  they  entertained,  t 
in  case  the  Turks  should  have  orders  to  attack 
territor  iesof  the^rder,  they  would  arrive  before  tli 
ere  the  citation  could  have  passed,  the  sea.;  wh 
after  making  a  few*  slight  fortifications  in  all 
places  where  it  was  supposed  they  might  make 
acents,  the  grand  master  continued  in  as  strai 
andsnrprising  an  inactivity,  as  if  he  had  taken 
ordersifnsm  the.  Turkish  general^  or  had  been 
concert  with  him.    However,  the  viceroy  of  Sic 
who  knew  of  what  consequence  the  preserva4ion 
Malta  Wat  to  that*  kingdom,  at  bis  refuest^  sen 
recruit  of  two  hundred  Calabrians»  which  he  h 
received  from  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  all  of  thi 
either  sihepberds  or  mechanics^  who  had  never  be 
arms;  but  they  flattered  themselves,  that  upon  thl 
anival  at  Tripoli,  by  being  under  the  orders  and 
imitatiottiof  the  knights,  they  would  insensibly 
fiffwed' to  military  discipline. 

Accordingly  they  began  to  make  preparationa  f 
idiippiog  tbem  off;  but  when  they  were  upon  tl 
point  of  embarking,  the  fear  of  being  pent  up  in 
remote  place,  tiiat  was  threatened  with  a  steg 
made  their  hearts  sink ;  so  that  the  greatest  part 
tfaanrafasDCHded :  they>  complained^  that  the  gran 
mafttr  wwr  sending  them  to  be  knocked  on  the  hea( 
with  no  other  view,  than  to  spare  the  knights  an 
hh  own  soldiers ;  so  that  they  could  not  prevail  upo 
them  to  sail  for  Africa,  till  they  had  put  twenty 
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five  knig^hts  at  their  head^  who  were  all  yoang  men, 
that  had  been  under  arrest  for  an  insurrection,  and 
whom  the  grand  master  was  not  much  concerned  tm 
part  with. 

This  was  all  the  sncconr  they  could  obtain  from 
the  grand  master  for  the  city  of  Tripoli.  The  peo- 
ple of  Goza  were  still  more  neglected;  and,  as  if  he 
had  thought  that  battalions  of  armed  men  wonM 
spring  out  of  the  earth  in  their  defence,  they  could 
not  prevail  upon  him  to  send  them  either  troops  cr 
gunners ;  and  when  the  poor  inhabitants  of  that 
little  island  sent  their  wives  and  children  to  Malta, 
in  two  barks,  for  their  greater  security,  the  grand 
master,  in  order  to  excuse  himself  from  providing 
for  their  subsistence,  would  not  suffer  them  to  land; 
nay,  he  went  so  far  as  to  threaten  to  sink  them,  if 
they  offered  to  come  near  the  port.  In  short,  aH 
these  women,  with  their  little  children,  were  forced 
to  return  to  Goza,  ^and  d'Omedes  apologized  for  so 
hard-hearted  a  procedure,  by  a  refinement  of  policy, 
and  the  pretence  above  mentioned,  viz.  that  the 
inhabitants,  by  having  those  dear  pledges  before 
their  eyes,  would  fight  with  greater  courage  and 
resolution^  A  few  days  after,  intelligence  came  that 
the  grand  seignior's  fleet  had  appeared  off  the  coast 
of  Sicily ;  that  the  Turks  had  made  descents  and 
great  ravages  in  several  places ;  that,  after  attempt- 
ing the  siege  of  Catana  in  vain,  they  had  sat  down 
before  Augusta,  July  13,  1551 ;  that  the  town  and 
castle  had  held  out  but  a  few  days;  that  the  infidels 
had  committed  all  manner  of  violence  there ;  and 
that  it  was  commonly  reported,  that  they  werepre* 
paring  to  sail  directly  for  Malta. 

These  disagreeable  tidings  made  the  council  very 
uneasy,  and  alarmed  all  tlie  inhabitants:  but  the 
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grand  master,  in  order  to  encourage  them,  cried 
out,  "  We  are  not  the  persons  uhom  the  Turks  de- 
sign to  fall  upon;  and  the  reason  of  their  taking  the 
southern  passage,  vhich  seems  to  have  brought 
them  near  Malta,  is  only  because  it  is  the  shortest 
way  to  go  to  Provence/*  And,  in  order  to  support 
his  notion  by  the  opinion  of  the  most  skilful  pilots, 
he  sent  for  some  of  the  oldest  before  the  council ; 
and  they,  either  out  of  complaisance,  or  because  it 
was  really  so  in  fact,  agreed,  that  if  the  Turks  had 
really  orders  to  sail  to  the  coast  of  Provence,  the 
southern  passage  was  a  shorter  cut  by  two  hundred 
miles. 

But  at  last  this  fatal  blindness  was  removed ;  for 
the  grand  master,  three  days  after,  July  16,  saw, 
from  the  windows  of  his  palace,  the  Ottoman  fleet 
arrive,  which,  sailing  with  a  favourable  wind,  ap- 
peared in  good  order  before  the  isle  of  Malta.  So-' 
lyman's  orders  to  his  general  were,  that  he  should^ 
as  he  passed,  and  according  to  the  disposition  in 
which  he  found  Malta  and  Goza,  endeavour  to 
make  himself  master  of  those  islands;  but  that  if  he 
found  too  much  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  that 
enterprise,  he  should  keep  only  to  that  of  Tripoli, 
the  reducing  of  which,  in  the  design  he  had  of  re- 
covering Africa,  seemed  to  him  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. The  grand  seignior  added,  the  knowledge 
he  had  of  Dragut's  experience  made  him  wish,  that 
Sinan  would  undertake  nothing  of  importance  with- 
out first  consulting  him.  The  Turkish  general,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  presented  himself  at  first 
before  one  of  the  ports  of  the  island,  called  Marsa 
Musect,  which  is  divided  from  the  great  port  only 
by  a  slip  of  land,  or,  properly  speaking;^  a  very  high 
jock. 
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At  the  approach  of  this  forraidable  army,  a  geae* 
ral  terror  seized  the  inhabitants  of  the  island ;  ever  j 
one  strove  to  get  out  of  the  way^  in  order  to  avoid 
the  fury  of  the  Turks,  and  ran  up  and  down  in 
search  of  a  place  of  refuge^  either  in  the  holes  of 
the  roeks^  or  in  the  fortified  places*  Of  these  there 
were  only  two  in  «U  the  island ;  one  of  which  was 
situated  below  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo^  commonly 
called  The  Bourg,  or  Town,  and.  the  ordinary  re* 
sidence  of  the  convent  at  that  time ;  and  the  other 
a  good  way  up  the  country^,  io  the  middle. of  the 
island,  about  six  miles  from,  the  town,  and  the  great 
port,  and  was  called  The  Notable  City,  or  The  City 
of  Malta,.after  the  name  of  the^  island,  it  bdog  the 
capital,  and,  properly  speakings  the  only  city  in  it 
at  that  time. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  thexountry,  both  men^ 
women  and  childreui  carried  off  the  most  portable 
part  of  their  heushold  fumiture,  and  leading  some 
cows  and  goats*  for  the  subsistence  of  their  children, 
took  refuge  in  these  two  places.  Butaa  there  were 
not  houses  enough  to  lodge  aU  this  multitude,  they 
were  most  of  them  obliged  to  remain  in  the  market 
places  and. the  streets;  and,  what  added  to  their 
misfortune,  was,  their  being  exposed  all  the  dog^ 
day  8  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,,  whieh  rages  with  into^ 
lerable  violence  in  that  butiunf;  climate.  The  inr 
fection^^  and  stenoh4hat  exltided  from  the  excrements 
qf  these  poor>  creaturei^  thus,  crowdedi  together, 
would  soon^have  produced  cuntagiouB' distenq^ersi 
and  that  wliich  still  added  to.  their  aflfiotion  and 
despair  wai;  the  want  of  a  well  of  fountain  in  either 
of  those  pUeesi*and  there  was  but  little  water  in  the 
cisterns ;  so  that  if  the  Turks  should  unhappily  re- 
solve to  lay  close  siege  to  these  two  places,  tbey^ 
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woald  be  8oon  forced  either  to  turn  out  all  use 
persons,  and  deliver  them  up  to  the  cruelty  of 
Barbarians,  or  else  to  capitulate;  two  extren 
'  nvhich  the  order,  from  its  charity  and  valour,  y 

I  equally  incapable  of  submitting  to. 

<  The  knights,  through  the  grand  master's  obs 

nacy,  were  destitute  of  every  thing  but  couraj 
I  notwithstanding  which,  they  were  not  wanting 

the  duty  they  owed  to  themselves,  and  to  the  ord 
I  never  had  they  on  any  former  occasion  discovei 

I  greater  resolution  than  they  did  at  this  time.  I 

I  same  valour,  which  had  shone  with  such  dist 

I  guished  lustre  in  those  ancient  knights,  to  wh< 

I    .         the  order  owed  its  military  institution  and  first  cc 
I  quests,  appeared  in  them ;   so  that  one  would  ha 

thought  that  they  were  still  the  same  men  und 
I  other  names.  The  chevalier  Upton,  an  English  coi 

j  raander,  and  one  of  the  bravest  knights  of  the  ord< 

I  .  put  himself  at  the  head  of  thirty  others,  and  fo 

I  hundred  inhabitants  of  the  bland,  who  were  all « 

I  horseback.    They  marched  down  boldly  to  the  s 

I  shore,  on  the  side  of  the  town,  in  order  to  oppo 

I  the  Turks  in  their  landing.   The  commander  ( 

I  Guimeran,  a  Spaniard,  sallied  out  at  the  same  tin 

,  on  another  side,  with  a  hundred  knights  on  foot,  ai 

three  hundred  arquebusiers,  and  passed  over  i 
jskifis  from  the  town  to  mount  Sceberras,  the  roc 
which  parted  the  two  great  ports ;  he  there  lay  coi 
cealed,  extended  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  observ 
the  designs  and  countenance  of  the  infidels :  he  ha 
not  been  long  here,  when  he  saw  the  Turkish  ge 
neral  appear  in  his  admiral  galley^  with  some  other 
after  him,  standing  in  to  the  great  port,  in  order  t< 
reconnoitre  the  most  proper  place  for  his  landing 
and  as  the  side  of  the  town  -was  the  most  exposed  tc 
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the  artillery  of  the  cagtie  of  St.  Angelo»  in  order  to 
avoid  thatj  he  drew  up  on  the  side  of  mount  See* 
berras;  but  as  he  approached  that  rock,  the  com- 
mander de  Gaimeran,  seeing  him  within  arquebusa 
shot,  made  such  a  furious  discharge,  which  was  le- 
ToUed  particularly  at  his  own  galley,  that  all  the 
crew  was  put  into  disorder,  and  let  their  oars  drop. 
The  surprise  which  had  seized  the  Turkish  general 
soon  g^ve  way  to  resentment;  and  his  pride  being 
wounded  in  its  most  tender  part,  to  see  himself  at- 
tacked first  by  men  whom  he  thought  to  surprise, 
and  who  were  so  inferior  to  him  in  strength,  he,  in 
revenge,  vowed  their  destruction ;  upon  which  he 
made  immediately  to  the  shore,  put  into  a  place 
where  he  thought  he  might  easily  make  a  descent, 
landed  a  body  of  his  men,  and  advanced  in  order  to 
meet  with  the  k nights,  and  fight  them;  but  the 
commander  de  Guimeran,  being  satisfied  with  his 
advantage,  and  finding  himself  far  inferior  in  troops, 
after  making  his  discharge,  embarked  his  soldiers, 
and  brought  them  back  safe  into  the  town,  without 
losing  so  much  as  one  man. 

Sinan,  having  sought  for  them  to  no  purpose, 
went  together  with  his  principal  oflScers,  to  the 
highest  part  of  mount  Sceberras:  from  whence 
taking  a  view  of  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  its  situar 
tion  on  the  point  of  a  rock,  and  the  bulwarks  with 
which  it  was  fortified,  "  Is  this  the  castle  (says  he 
in  a  passion  to  Dragut),  which  thou  toldst  the 
grand  seignior  might  so  easily  be  taken  P  Surely, 
the  eagle  could  never  have  chosen  the  point  of  a 
steeper  rock  for  her  airy/'  When  an  old  corsair, 
brother  to  Airadin  above  mentioned,  who  had  forr 
merly  been  lord  of  Tachora,  either  from  an  aversion 
%o  Dragut,  or  through  complaisance  for  his  gener^L 
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cried  out  to  Sinan,  "  Do  you  see  that  bulwark 
which  runs  out  towards  the  sea,  upon  which  the 
knights  have  planted  the  great  standard  of  the 
order?  You  must  know.  Sir,  that  when  I  was  a  slave 
at  Malta,  I  carried  the  great  stones  with  which  it 
was  built,  upon  my  shoulders;  and  before  you  can 
demolish  that  work,  winter  will  come  on;  or,  what 
16  more  to  be  feared,  some  strong  succour  will  come 
to  the  besieged/* 

Dragut  was  all  fire  on  this  occasion ;  and,  as  he 
himself  had  never  known  what  danger  meant,  he 
was  prodigioudy  vexed  to  find  so  much  coldness 
and  diflidence  in  his  general;  and,  in  order  to  in- 
duce him  to  lay  siege  to  the  town  immediately,  he 
represented  to  him,  that  all  the  strength  of  the 
place  lay  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  that  if  he 
could  but  once  beat  that  castle  down  with  his  artil- 
lery, he  would  catch  the  grand  master,  and  all 
the  chiefs  of  the  order,  in  a  net  at  once,  who,  he 
said,  had  so  imprudiently  shut  themselves  up  in  so 
weak  a  place.  | 

But  Sinan  was  of  a  different  opinion;  for  he 
knew  very  well,  that,  in  order  to  take  a  place 
which  was  defended  by  the  knights,  it  was  not 
enough  to  demolish  the  fortifications,  but  that  he 
must  kill  all  those  warriors  to  the  last  man,  before 
he  could  be  able  to  force  his  way  into  it;  so  that, 
to  prevent  his  engaging  unadvisedly  in  such  an  en- 
terprise, he  called  a  council  of  war.  Of  all  Soly- 
man's  generals,  there  was  not  any  one  who  was  so 
timorous  in  appearance,  when  any  afilair  was  to  be 
deliberated,  as  he  was,  though  ever  intrepid  in 
action;  but  he  never  engaged  in  any,  till  such  time 
as  he  had  considered  which  were  the  surest  methods 
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to  beat  tlie  enrmy»  and  that  he  had^taken  all  po8« 
iible  t>recautioM  not  be  vanqutflhed  himself.    S<v 
after  baring  laid  before  th^  Council  the  orden  he 
had  from  the  grand  ie^gntor^  he  re|»f  eseated  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  he  should  enga^  in  the  siega  of 
the  town  and  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo^  he  was  afraid 
that  that  enter|»rise  would  take  up  a  greai  deal  of 
time,  and  prevent  his  paasing  int6  Af ri<>a,  wherelie 
was  principally  directed  by  his  im^truetians  to  ga^ 
and  moreover  he  bf^liev^d  that,  in  order  ta  conform 
to  the  grand  seigbior's  intentions,  and  to  Tetei^& 
themselves  on  those  Christian  corsairs,  they  had 
nothing  more  to  do.  than  only  to  ravage,  (he  isla*4» 
and  carry  off  asr  many  of  its  inhabit€iiits  as  ftey 
coCild  into  slavery. 

.  The  compltfisance  which  subaltern  o&ten'gem^ 
rally  hate  for  the  sentiments  of  theit  gevesal^mBde 
those  of  Sinan  be  approved.  But  Diiagnt,  a  Awotb 
enemy  of  the  knights,  awl  impatient,  to  aflsek 
them,  notwitli^nding  the  result  of  the  i^bseil  of 
war,  insisted  strongly,  that  in  case  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  attack  the  caGrtle  of  St«  Angelo  aofl  fbo 
town*  they  should  at  least  lay  siege  (Qthe/capijtal, 
where  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  i^ap^  hiA,,iM 
he  said,  shut  themselves  up  with  ihw  riohes';  and 
vvhich,  says  he,  we  shall  find  without  any  mWitli<£: 
fortification,  and  without  any  other  gari^lsdGi.'lHrt  % 
company  of  miserable  peasants^  fellowa  thal^wayi 
tremble,  even  behind  the  strongest  bastiopi.  Ad  the 
baiha,  at  his  taking  leave  of  the gn|nd s^i^or^had 
received  ordera  not  to  undertake  any.  thing  Ojsasi- 
derable  without  Dragut'a  adyiae,  l^e  though  hifn^ 
self  obliged,  on  thisoccasion,  togiveintphisiipiiiicBi: 
and  therefore,  in  order  not  to  draw  upon  himself  any 
complaints  or  ill-o£Sces  from  him  at  the  Perte^  be 
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ordered  his  troops  and  artillery  to  be  put  ash 
The  whole  army  was  now  advancing  op  into 
conntrj,  and  arrived^  without  any  obstacle,  bei 
The  Notable  City.     The  only  difficulty  they  ; 
with  was  from  the  cannon^  which  they  were  at 
finite  pains  to  bring  thither,  by  reason  of  the  gt 
mtHkhex  of  ro€ks»  with  .which,  the   whole  ish 
abounded':  all  their  carriages  were  broke,  iosomi 
thai  they  were  at  last  forced  to-  have  them  dra 
hj^  slaYos,  who  employed  several,  days  about  it*  1 
fere  they  were  ^ble  to  raise  their  batteries  agai 
the  place,  which  is  called. Malta,. from  the  gene 
name  of  the  island.    ,It  is  pretended  that  it  \ 
founded  by  the  Carthaginians;  when  the  Roma 
after  having  destroy  edOarlhage^  that  haughty  ri^ 
of  Room,  drove  the  Africans  afterw^ds.out  of  tl 
isle;  and  that  the  ]\|ahometan  Arabs  seized  on  it 
their  turn,;  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Medina,  in  m 
mory  4if  -  the^  etty.  of  the  same  name,  sitpated 
Arabia^Fetr8Ba,wIvch.Mahomethad  called  Medio 
liabfy  that  is^  the  iPcophet's  City.  The  bailiff  Georj 
Adorpe;  of  an  i)Histriaas:family  in  .Genoa,  was' 
^t  time  governor  of « the  city  of  Malta,  in  whi< 
above,  thirteen  tiiousand  persons  of  both  sexes  hi 
Uikea  refuge;  sp  that  there  was  abundance  of  peop 
in  it,  though  but  few  soldiers.  The  Turks,  on  the 
entering  the  islaady  spread  themselvtanp  and  do\i 
ki  all  its  villages  and  hamlets,  and  destroyed  a 
before  them  with  6  re  and  aword:  they  burned  tt 
lK>uses  and  com,  which  the  inhabitants  had  not  tim 
to  get  in.  The  army  was  soon  got  befiiee  the.plac< 
when  they  opened  the  trenches,  and  began  td  rais 
batteries:  but  all  this  did  not  pass  withiMit  opposi 
tion  from. the  governor,  who  madekeveral  salliei 
not  eo  much  ffoni  any JnopeahiiUMl  of  raining  th 
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enemy's  works,  as  to  show  them,  by  his  intrepidity 
and  resolution,  that  he  was  determined  to  make  a 
courageous  defence. 

But  he  was  in  want  of  regular  troops,  and  espe- 
cially of  a  sufficient  number  of  knights  to  command 
and  lead  on  the  peasants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the.  place.    The 
greatest  part  of  these  peasants,  on  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  looking  on  themselves  as  the  prey  of  the 
infidels,  repented  haying  shut  themselyes  up  in  the 
town ;  and  many  of  them,  fancying  they  should  be 
aafer  in  any  other  place  than  where  they  were,  got 
themselves  let  down  with  ropes  into  the  ditch,  and, 
flattered  with  the  hopes  of  escaping  the  enemy, 
met  either  present  death  or  slavery  in  their  way. 
The  governor,  enraged  to  see  lumself  deserted  in 
this  manner,  exhorts,  entreats,  threatens  such  as 
were  left  behind,  and,  by  his  own  example  and  re- 
solution, prevails  so  far.  as  to  have  some  of  them 
formed  into  companies,  heading  them  with  some 
knights,  his  friends,  who  had  generously  shut  them- 
selves up  along  with  him :  but  as  he  saw  plainly  that 
he  should  want  a  greater  number,  and  especially 
one  who  had  been  in  sieges,  and  who  was  skilled  in 
the  art  of  attacking  and  defending  places,  he  found 
means  to  send  a  soldier  out  of  town  in  the  night,  to 
give  the  grand  master  an  account  of  the  state  of 
V  the  siege,  and  to  desire  him  to  send  a  recruit  of 
knights,  and  particularly  Villegagnon,  whose  valour 
and  experience  qualified  him  to  share  with  him  in 
the  command  and  defence  of  the  place. 

The  grand  master,  as  well  for  his  own  safety  as 
for  that  of  the  town,  did  not  care  to  part  with  any 
of  those  who  defended  him,  and  thereby  lessen  their 
number;  so  that  all  the  answer  he  gave  the  mes<- 
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senger  was,  that  among  such  a  great  numb 
townsmen  and  peasants  as  had  retired  into  the  t 
it  was  impossible  but  that  some  of  them  mui       i 
capable  of  commanding  oyer  the  rest ;  that  th 
terest  of  their  country,  and  the  defence  of  their 
and  liberties,  were  motives  strong  enough  to  t      i 
them  all  fight  it  out  to  the  last;  and  that,  on       I 
occasions^  experience  aiid  capacity  in  the  com      i 
officers  and  soldiers,  was  less  wanting  than  vij 
and  courage.    The  messenger,  vexed  to  see  hie     I 
sent  back  to  his  master  without  any  succours,      i 
that  all  he  would  be  able  to  carry  him  back  w<     i 
be  such  a  harsh  answer,  asked  him,  pursuant  t<     i 
orders,  to  send  at  least  the  chevalier  de  Villegagi     i 
The  grand  master,  who  had^  ever  since  his  arr     i 
at  Malta,  found  him  more  sincere  than  he  cc     * 
have  wished,  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  him  or    i 
honourable  a  pretence ;  upon  which  he  sent  for  . 
immediately,  and  told  him,  with  a  gracious  and     i 
liging  air,  that  he  had  ever  entertained  the  higl    ; 
opinion  of  his  valour  and  capacity  in  the  arti    : 
war;  that  the  order,  in  this  juncture,  was  requir    j 
new  proofs  of  it  from  him ;  that  he  was  requirec   [ 
go  and  throw  himself  into  the  place  whieh  was 
sieged;  that  the  great  number  of  townsmen  s 
peasants  wl^ch  were  in  it,  was  indeed  a  suffici«  : 
security  against  all  attacks  of  the  Turks ;  but  tl  ] 
those  men,  who  would  easily  be  made  good  soldic  \ 
wanted  a  leader  to  supply  the  governor's  stead  . 
those  places  where  he  could  not  be  present.    Yili  : 
gagnon,  with  a  modesty  that  is  inseparable  frc  [ 
true  valour,  answered  him.  That  on  receiving  1 1 
habit  and  cross  of  the  order,  he  had,  at  the  sar  i 
time,  dedicated  his  life  to  its  service ;  that  it  was  1 1 
Longer  at  his  own,  but  at  the  disposal  of  his  sup ; 
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riors;  and^  that  he  war  mi4y  to  -po  wheaever  lie 
should  order  him.     He  added,  he  hoped  ^he  would 
not  take  it  ill,  if  he  represented  to  him,  that  there 
was  no  ^reat  reliance  to  l^e  placed  on  the  crowd,  <tf 
peasants  which  were  shut  np  inthe  ciity,  they  be* 
ing  always  averse  to  danger,  and  not  to  be  wrought 
npon  by  any  sense  of  shame  for  ahtinking  from  it; 
that,  in  the  present  jonciure,  the  goTemor  wanted 
a  set  of  intrepid  men,  who  would  fight  from  motives 
of  religion  and  principiee  of  honour;  and  that,  to 
tell  htm  his  sentiments  plninly,  if  he  were  desiroos 
6f  saving  the  place,  he  tomi  throw  at  least  a  hun* 
irzd  knights. into  it. 

.-  The  grand  master  replied,'  that  it  -had  been  re- 
solved in  council  to  res^Ve  all  .the  knights  for  the 
iole  defence  of  the  town  and  castle  of  St.  Angelo; 
that,  however,  to  prevent  his  going  away  alone,  h^ 
would  prevail  with  the  council  to  let  him  take  Ait 
other  knights  along  with  him;  which,  in  a  word, 
was  all  the  succour  they  could  spare  him.    Yille- 
gagnon  begged  him  to  eohsider  what  snecouif  could, 
in  an  assault,  be  expected  from  only  six  knights^ 
who,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  the  thunder 
of  the  artillery,  would  eoon  be  abandoned  ^by  the 
peasants;  that,  to  tell  him  the  plain  truUi,  th^sesir 
knights  would  be*  only  sent  to  be  knodked  on  the 
head,  and  they  would  be  overwhelmed  in. a  moment 
by  a  nraltitude of  enemies,  wtthoWt  baling  it  in  their 
power,  even  by  the  loss  of  their  Ivves,  to  acquire 
any  honour,  which  is  only  to  be  gained  by  « n  ob^ 
stinate  defence.     The  grafid  maeter,  tired  with  the 
solidity  of  his  remonstrances,  told  him  roughly,  that 
he  expected  courage  and  obedience,  and  not  argu^ 
Bsents,  in  a  knight';  and  that,  if  he  was  afraid  of 
reiitaring,  he  would  fidd  many* who  wbald  thifllK 
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th^maelTes  highly  honoured  by  such  a  con»mi80 
Vill^gagaai^  touched  in  his  most  tender  part,  b] 
answer  wUeh  seemed  to  reflect  npon  his  hon< 
cried  <mt.  *'  Sir,  I'll  give  a  proof  that  fear  m 
made  me  declitte  danger:''  on  -which  he  set  out 
same  instant  with  sis  French  knights,  his  friexi 
and,  in  order  to  make  the  greater  expedition, ; 
to  get  there  befVure  day,  not  having  saddk*,  tl 
got  npon  mares  that  were  fi&eding  in  the  oastle-dit 
came  near  to  the  town  that  was  besieging,  crept 
the  dark  up  to  the  very  wall,  and,  making  the  s 
nals  which  had  bera  agresed  on,  by  the  hAp  of  rof 
the  seven  knigbtsii  together  with  thdr  giiide,  j 
into  the  place,  witfaoat  being  perceived  by 
etiemy. 

At  the  repeat,  Which  in  the  morrang  was  spr<     I 
all  over  the  city/of  the  arrival  of  this  little  sncco 
all  the  people,  possessed  with  an  extraordinary  o 
nfon  of  the  conduct  and  bravery  of  the  chevalier    i 
VillegaglwD,  discovered  the  greatest  joy.   The  {    I 
men,  wonen,  and  children,  never  ceased  to  ext    , 
as  indeed  it  really  deserved,  the  noble  resoluf  ion    ; 
and  his  comptnionshad  taken  of  throwing  thei 
selves  into  the  place.    The  inhabitants  solemniz   I 
his  eiitry.  with  volleys  cf  their  small  arms,  insomu 
that  one  would  have  thought  that  single  person  h 
supplied  them  with  tii>ops,  arms,  and  provisioi 
The  commander,  to heepup  their  spirits,  told  thei 
that  he  should  be  followed  by  a  considerable  boi  i 
of  knights,  and  that  he  was  come  before,  only 
consult  with  the  governor,  on  the  most  proper  meai  i 
for  the  bringing  that  succour  into  the  place.    Bu 
when  he  was  in  private  with  the  bailiff,  he  told  hii 
the  whole  truth. of  the  afiair,  and  what  dispositic  I 
the  grand  toaster  was.  in;  he  frankly  owned  to  hitk 
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that  he  was  not  to  depend  upon  any  other  raccoor 
but  what  his  own  valour  would  bring  him ;  that  he 
was  come  to  die  with  him ;  but  that  they  must,  by 
a  brave  resistance  at  least,  make  their  fall  renowned 
in  the  order,  as  well  as  fatal  to  the  enemy. 

The  bailiff,  considering:  that  the  walls  of  the  town 
could  not  long  resist  the  batteries  of  the  Turks; 
made,  by  Villegagnon's  advice,  large  and  deep  in- 
trenchments  within,  which  he  fortified  with  planks, 
and  epaulments  or  shouldering-pieces,  well  provided 
with  artillery  and  musketeers.  Yillegagnon  had 
the  inspection  of  the  work ;  the  knights,  who  came 
with  him,  laid  their  hands  to  it;  and  all  the  people 
in  general,  as  well  women  as  men,  animated  by  their 
example  and  their  discourses,  laboured  at  it  with 
great  eagerness.  All  thought  themselves  out  of 
danger  since  they  had  Yillegagnoa  among  them. 

The  basha,  at  the  noise  of  the  yoUeys  and  the 
shouts  which  the  inhabitants  set  up  at  his  arrival, 
began  to  suspect  that  some  succour  had.  got  into  the 
place.  The  mares  likewise,  which  tbe  commander 
had  left  when  he  got  into  the  town,  and  whiclT'the 
Turks  found  the  next  morning,  left  him  no  longer 
room  to  doubt  of  it.  But  such  weak  succours  could 
never  have  put  a  stop  to  his  continuing  the  siege, 
had  not  a  letter  that  the  Turks  intercepted  in  a  Si- 
cilian bark,  which  they  took  as  it  was  attempting 
to  get  into  one  of  the  ports  of  Malta,  giyen  Sinan 
the  utmost  uneasiness. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  receiver  of  the 
order,  who  resided  at  Messina,  and  was  directed  to 
the  grand  master,  informing  him,  that  he  had  sent 
that  bark  purposely  to  give  him  advice,  that  Andrew 
Doria,  the  emperor's  admiral,  and  the  terror  of  the 
infidels,  was  returned  from  Spain,  and  actually 


aniy^.tn  the  harboar  of  Messina ;  that  he  had  dit* 
patched  expresses  and  brigantines  with  the  utmost 
expedition  to  all  the  ports  of  that  island,  as  well  ag  ' 
to  Naples  and  Genoa,  with  orders  for  all  the  galleys 
and^  ships  that  were  in  a  condition  to  pnt  to  sea/ 
together  with  the  troops  necessary  to  man  them,  in- 
stantly to  repair  to  him ;  and,  that  he  >AroaId  set  out 
immediately,  in  order  to  fight  the  enemy,  and  oblige 
them  to  raise  the  siege. 

This  advice  was  merely  feigned,  and  a  stratagem 
of  the  receiver,  who  employed  this  artifice  with  no 
other  view  than  to  alarm  the  basha':  his  design  suc- 
ceeded to  his  wish.  Sinan  was  alarmed  at  the  news ; 
and,  notwithstanding  that  all  intelligence  which 
comes  from  an  enemy  should  justly  be  suspected, 
yet  he  thought,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  neglected.  He  immediately  called  a  council  of 
war,  and  having  caused  the  receiver's  letter  to  be 
^  laid  before  them,  he  represented  to  them,  that,  in 

(  case  poria  should  attack  his  fleet  at  that  juncture, 

t  be  would  not  be  able  to  continue  the  siege  without 

i  leaving  it  unprovided  of  the  troops  which  he  had  . 

i  landed :  nor  could  he  yet  send  them  back  to  defend 

t  the  ships,  without  weakening  the  land  army  const-  * 

i  derably,  and  exposing  himself  to  be  defeated  by  the 

(  garrison  of  the  city,  which,  in  concert  with  the  body 

1^  of  knights  who  were  in  the  town,  might  probably 

^  attack  his  lines  at  the  same  time ;  that  in  case,  by 

^  the  sudden  arrival  of  the  Christian  fleet,  he  should 

be  obliged  to  re-embark  in  a  hurry,  by  a  precipitate 
'^  retreat,  and  especially  in  a  country  full  of  rocks, 

jg  he  would  run  the  hazard  of  being  forced  to  leave 

1  his  cannon  behind  him.     He  added  further,  that  ho 

u  had,  indeed,  leave  to  attempt  the  siege  of  Malta, 

i^  and  that  of  the  town  and  castle  of  St.  Angelo  in  his 
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way ;  but  that,  preferably  to  all  thifl,  his  express 
orders  were,  to  besiege  Tripoli ;  that  he  was  afraid 
ihe  ttionih  of  September  should  come  before  he 
should  have  finished  his  enterprise  of  the  city  of 
Malta ;  that  they  were  yery  sensible  there  was  no 
keeping  the  (tea  along  the  coast  6(  Africa  at  that 
season  of  the  year;  and,  finally,  that  he  would  not, 
perhapfe,  be  in  i  cbndition  to  la^  ftie^e  ib  Tripoli, 
after  haying  had  the  morti^cation  of  miscarrying 
in  thai  of  Malta. 

The  council,  after  having  exabined  his  reasons, 
ana  ciriefuUy  weighed  the  diflTerent  resolutions  that 
mighi  be  taken,  agreed  that  the  general,  without 
losing  mdire  time  in  the  siege  of  Malta,  ought  to 
Wrn  all  his  endeavours  to  that  of  Tripoli  only ;  that 
he  would  infailibly  carry  a  place  which  was  so-poorly 
fortified;  or  that,  at  least,  by  acting  pursuant  to  his 
braevi,  he  would  prevent  any  reproaches  flroin  the 
grand  seignior,  a  prince  Ivhole  anger  waft  ever  for- 
midable. The  Turks,  in  consequence  of  this  reso- 
lution, raised  the  siege,  and  re-embarked ;  but,  ai 
a  thirst  of  plunder  is  the  prevailing  passion  of  those 
barbarians,  the  basha,  before  sailing  for  Tripoli, 
could  not  refuse  his  troops  permission  to  ravage  the 
Iftle  of  Go^a,  which  belonged  to  the  order. 

This  little  island,  called  by  the  inhabitants  Gau- 
disch,  is  situated  four  miles  from  Malta  to  the  west, 
or  rather  west-north-wlMt,  being  about  twenty-four 
miles  in  circtimference,  and  about  three  broad;  it 
Is  almost  surrounded  iVith  rocks  and  shelves.  There 
were,  at  that  time,  about  seven  thousand  inhabi- 
tants in  it,  and  a  castle,  without  fortifications,  seated 
bn  a  hill,  which  commanded  a  town  that  lay  at  the 
ifoot  of  it. 

Though  sonke  commanders  had  been  of  opinioil. 
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that  it  wpuld  be  proper  to  demolish  this  little  castle^ 
and  transport  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  to 
Sicily,  nevertheless  the  grand  master,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  differed  from  them;  and,  by  his 
interest. And  authority,  rather  than  by  hi^  f^fgu^ 
inents,  had  brought  oyer  ^he  council  to  his  opinion ; 
but  they  vere  now  sensible  of  their  invalidity  pj 
^oful  experience,  for  the  Turkish  general  having 
in  vain  summoned  the  governor  to  surrender,  he 
battered  it  with  his  artillery.  The  inhabitants,  dread- 
ing slavery  under  the  infidels,  offered  the  governf^r 
to  defend  the  breach;  but  that  knight,  whose  nam^ 
was  Galatian  de  Sessa,  and  whose  courage  the  grand 
master  boasted  so  much  of,  instead  of  ioiproving 
this  brave  disposition,  and  putting  himself  at  their 
head,  hid  himself  in  his  apartment,  despzirin^  tj^ 
hold  ou^  the  place*  Thif  cowardly  conduct,  th^ 
like  of  which  had  never  been  known  in  the  order, 
threw  the  inhabitaqi^  into  a  general  consternation; 
^ere  was  only  a  brave  English  cannoneer  in  the 
place,  who,  levelling  his  cannon,  killed  several 
Turkp,  and  hindered  the  rest  froiiii  adyai^ciuj^  up  t^ 
the  wall. 

]But  the  gallant  Englishman  peing  killed  by  f 
jcaniu)i^-b|^ll  from  the  Turkish  batteries,  not  a  mai| 
would  take  hb  post  The  governor,  in  order  to  p^o^ 
cure  a  capitulatiou  for  his  own  security,  continued 
in  his  usual  indo^ei^ce ;  but  being  as  great  a  bragga- 
docio as  he  v^as  a  coiirj^rd,  he  sent  to  the  basha  to 
jdemand  honourable  conditions,  which  are  lieyer 
granteil  but  to  those  9Ply  iirho  make  a  brave  der 
fence.  A  mpnk  went  in  hfs  iiame  to  offer  Siiian  ^ 
|Burrender  the  place,  provided  fhat  gei^eral  >roi»ld 
bind  himself  by  ^reaty  jto  preserve  his  life,  his  li* 
^{Tty  and  effects,  and  fh^se  of  all  the  inhabitant 
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But  the  TuiKUh  general  rejected  the  proposal  with 
disdain,  and  told  the  envoy,  that  if  the  governor  did 
not  quit  the  place  that  -very  moment^  he  would  hang 
him  up  at  the  ^ate.    The  monk  returning  to  the 
castle  \i'ith  this  dismal  news,  the  goyeraor  sent  him 
back  again,  to  demand  his  liberty  at  least,  as  well 
as  that  of  two  hundred  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
whom  he  himself  should  name ;  but  the  basha  stinted 
the  number  to  forty,  and  at  the  same  time  threat- 
ened the  uegociator  to  hang  him  up,  if  he  ever  (pre- 
sumed to  return  to  him  again :  upon  which,  the  go- 
vernor, seized  lyith  a  panic  fear,  commanded  the 
gates  to  be  opened  to  the  enemy,  which  was  the 
only  order  he  had  given  ever  since  the  Turks  bad 
entered  the  island. '  The  infidels  threw  themseltei 
immediately  into  the  place,  in  order  to  plunder  it 
The  governor's  loagings  were  the  first  place  that 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  their  rapaciousness ;   and  after 
having  carried  all  his  goods  and  furniture  out  of  it, 
they,  to  shew  how  much  they  despised  a  cowardly 
commander,  obliged  him  to  carry  part  of  them  upoo 
his  shoulders  to  their  ships;  after  which  they  stripped 
his  clothes  off,  and  chained  him  down  like  a  gaUey* 
^lave.   In  vain  did  he  plead  the  general's  promii^i 
and  idly  complain  of  their  having  broke  the  capi^' 
tulation  by  treating  him  so  ilL  Sinan,  io  elude  the 
sense  of  the  treaty,  and  ridicule  him  at  the  same 
time,  gave  forty  poor  infirm  old  men,  the  most  aged 
in  aU  the  island,  their  liberty ;  pretending,  that  ai 
he. had  been  engaged  to  give  forty  of  tlie  principal 
of  the  island  their  liberty,  the  oldest  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  principaL    By  virtue  of  thi$ 
forced  interpretation,   he  kept  the  governor  in 
tlavery,  besides  six  thousand  three  hundred  persoitf 
of  aliases  and  sexes,  whom  he  put  on  board  his  fle^ 
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Among  these  poor  inhabitants*  there  happened 
to  be  a  Sicilian^  who  hiid  been  settled  for  many 
years  at  Gosca,  who>  preferring  death  to  slavery » de- 
Uvered  himself,  and  all  his  family,  by  the  instiga- 
tion of  a  bloody  compassion,  from  the  hardships  and 
shame  that  attend  upon  slavery,  after  a  very  tra- 
gical manner.  This  Sicilian,  transported  with  rage 
and  jeakmsy,  staAibed  his.  wife,  and  two  young 
daughters  whom  he  had  had  by  her;  and,  resolving 
not  to  survive  them,  he  takes  up  a  fusee  and  a  cross- 
bow, with  which  he  killed  two  Turks;  and  after- 
wards throwing  himself  sword  in  hand  into  the  midst 
of  a  crowd  of  enemies,  he,  after  having  wounded 
several  of  them,  was  cut  to  pieces,  and  met  with  the 
death  he  so  eagerly  sought  after. 

The  irihat^tants  of  Malta  were  greatly  affected 
with  the  news  which  came  of  the  unhappy  fate  of 
f&e  people  of  Goza ;  they  all  unanimously  expressed 
their  abhorrence  of  the  governor's  cowardice ;  and 
several  knights,  the  French  in  particularj  from  a 
national  antipathy,  demanded  openly,  that  they 
should  proceed  against  him :  but,  as  the  grand  mas- 
ter was  his  protector,  he  dnded  the  proposal,  under 
pretence,  that  as  that  knight  was  in  the  hpnds  of 
the  infidels,  they  could  not  judge  him  without  firsf 
hearing  him;  and,  in  order  to  conceal  from  all  Chria^ 
jtendom  jthe  scandal  that  might  be  thrown  upon  the 
whole  order  (or  jthe  governor's  cowardice,  he  enr 
gaged  most  of  the  knigfajte,  y  ho  were  either  his  owiy 
cipnntrymen,  or  in  his  AOfifi#ence,  to  write  to  their 
respective  counjtr^es,  deelartfig,  that  he  had  signa<« 
lized  himself  by  a  noble  defence ;  that  so  long  aa 
he  W9S  living,  the  people  of  Goaaj  in  obedience  tp 

^  fc»  the  fint  book  of  the  relation  de  N*  Nicolal|  c.  15.  ed^^. 
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hii  6rderi»  anj||  in  imitatloa  of  his  example,  had  air 
ways  repulseil  the  attach  of  the  infidels  nvith  great 
talonr;  bnt  tl|a$  this  brave  governor  haymg  beeif 
killed  with  a  t^|inon-baU,  the  people,  by  losing  their 
leader^  had  lof^  their  coorage  at  Uie  same  time*  and 
that  tl^e  principal  inhabitants,  in  order  to  saye  the 
lives  apd  honoi^r  of  their  wives  and  children,  had 
thpught  themselves  obliged  to  capitulate,  though 
Sinau,  from  a  p^rfidiousue^  too  often  found  in  those 
barbarians,  hadl  afterwards  openly  violated  the 
capitulation. 

This  fiction  pa4|sed  for  a  long  time  as  an  undoubted 
ynatter  of  fact  all  over  Europe ;  and  the  truth  of  it 
was  not  known,  till  many  years  after  ^ha^  unhappy 
accident  had  hapnened.  That  knight  having,  by 
dint  of  money,  foi^nd  means  to  get  out  of  slavery, 
had  pot  only  the  impudence  tp  appear  again  at 
Malta^  but  managed  his  intrigues  so  artfully,  that 
be  got  himself  acqifitted  by  the  council  of  the  acr 
eusation  which  had  been  brought  against  him  for 
cowardice :  and  that  either  because  the  Iprds  |rh<) 
compicMd  it  though^  he  had  been  sufficiently  ppn? 
ished  by  the  hardships  which  he  had  endured  dprfpiP 
his  slayery,  or  else  because  time  had  in  a  greaf 
measure  worn  off  the  indignation  which  they  had 
conceived  at  his  cowardly  behaviouf . 

The  bash»^  after  leaving  ravaged  the  island,  de- 
molished the  pastle,  and  left  terrible  marks  of  hi| 
fury  in  eve^y  place,  returned  again  ph  board ;  but 
instead  of  saijliug  tofrards  Provence,  as  the  £^an4 
master  had  always  ^ndeayppred  tpj^ersuade  every 
body  he  would  do,  tl^at  general  ste^ied  directly  for 
Tripoli.  The  grand  marte^  was  in  up  small  confu* 
sion  when  he  heard  the  news  of  it :  and  in  order  tp 
rejp&ir  the  faul|  which  his  obstinacy,  perhaps  hif 
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avarice,  had  made  him  commit,  he  iipplied  himself 
to  Gabriel  d^Aramon,  ambaisador  bf  Henry  !!•  of 
France  at  the  Porte,  and  who  was  well  known  to 
Sinan  Basha.    'tiiat  minister  had  come  ashor(i  at 
IVCalta,  in  hid  way  from  Constantinople,  about  thiii 
latter  end  of  the  fdregoin^  year,  when  Re  rethmed 
iTrDin  thence  Ihto  France ;  and  the  kin^  his  inirtster 
sehdiilg  him  back  td  the  Levant,  he  passfcd  by 
Malta,  when;  in  some  intiircourse  which hd  had  there, 
he  assured  the  ^rand  master,  and  the  ctthvent,  of 
that  prince's  good  will  towkrds  fhem.     Sinan  had 
left  the  isle  ofGoza  some  dayi  before ;  and  the  trench 
inikiister,  ill  a  conrersation  which  he  had  with  the 
grand  niaster,  expressed  his  concern  for  his  not  hav- 
ing arrived  sooner  at  Malta,  as  his  offices  with  the 
baaha  might  not  perhaps  have  been  unserviceable  to 
the  order]*    '•  You  are  not  come  too  late  now,  re- 
plied the  grand  master,  and,  provided  the  aflUrs 
you  are  commissioned  with  will  out  allow  you  to  go 
to  Tripoli,  we  shall  be  greatly  happy  if^  by  the  de^ 
ference  which  the  ministers  of  the  Porte  pay  to  the 
king  yotar  master's  recommendation^  you  can  but 
prevail  so  far  as  to  divert  Sinan  from  laying  siege 
to  that  place :  and  therefore,  added  d'Omedes,  I  be- 
seech you,  in  the  name  of  Christ  JesUs,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  king  your  master,  who  glories  in  the 
title  of  the  most  Christian  king^  to  use  iall  your  etf- 
deavours  to  eflTect  It/'f 

What  haste  soever  d'A>am»h  was  in  to  continue 
his  voyage,  he  yet  thought  there  Were  sottae  occa- 
sions in  which  a  ministeir  is  allowed  to  guess  at  his 
master's  intentions;  and,  knowing  the  gre^t  affec- 

♦  Memoires  da  cltevairer  de  ViHegagnoti,  addressee  a  Tern, 
pereur  Charles  V. 

f  N.Nicholal,l.l^c.  15. 
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tion  bii  kin;  bore  to  the  order^  and  not  to  looe  s . 
moment'^  time,  he  went  on  board  a  light  brigantine 
which  the  grand  maater  furnished  him,  sailed  awaj 
for  Tripoli,  and  ordered  the  galleys  that  had  bi'onght 
him  to  Malta  to  come  and  join  him  before  the  pnt 
of  thatplfce. 

The  basha  had  pat  in  at  Tachora,  which  ia  bat 
foar  leagues  from  Tripoli,  ia  order  to  get  intelli- 
gence, where  he  had  been  received  by  the  Agm 
Morat,  who  had  made  himself  lord  of  that  district : 
he  was  a  Turkish  officer,  and  had  succeeded  Aii^ 
adia,  of  whom  mention  has  been  already  made,  ia 
that  little  government  The  arrival  of  the  Ottoman 
fleet,  as  well  as  of  Dragut,  for  which  he  had  soli- 
cited at  the  Porte,  gave  him  «  sensible  pleasare^ 
which  he  discovered  to  Solyman's  general  by  the 
magnificent  reception  he  gave  him ;  and  particu- 
larly by  a  body  of  cavalry  well  accoutered,  with 
which  he  preseuted  him,  in  order  for  their  serving 
at  the  siege  of  Tripoli.  Sinan,  after  having  repos^ 
himself  for  some  days,  dispatched  a  Moor  to  that 
city  on  hofiebacfc,  who  carried  a  white  flag  like  a 
herald.  The  Moor  advancing  to  the  side  of  the  ditch 
of  the  place,  planted  a  cane  there,  with  a  paper  fast- 
ened at  the  end  of  it,  without  any  direction  who  it 
was  for,  and  cried,  that  he  would  return  the  next 
day  for  aii  answer. 

Gaspard  de  yalier,of  the  language  of  Auvergnc, 
and  marshal  of  the  order,  commanded  at  that  time 
in  the  place.  He  was  an  old  knight,  who  had  passed 
through  the  prime  dignities  and  posts  of  the  order, 
a  man  universally  esteemed  for  his  valour,  and  one, 
who  was  even  looked  upon  as  a  person  highly  de- 
serving of  the  grand  mastership,  when  that  digni^ 
should  become  vacant;  but^  for  that  very  reasop^ 
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ii6t  over  a^eeable  to  the  grand  master ; 
like  most  other  princes,  who  do  not  alwa] 
their  auccettors  with  a  favourable  eye«  Th  i 
perhapa,  have  been  the  motive  which  had 
him  to  send  him  out  of  the  way,  under  thi  I 
able  pretence  of  giving  him  the  comman 
poll :  not  to  mention  that  the  marshal  wa 
odious  to  him,  for  the  liberty  which  he  hac  I 
differing  from  him  in  opinion  in  council,  ai  i 
posing  his  sentiments  without  any  great  \ 
The  governor  sent  to  fetch  the  paper  w 
Moor  had  set  up,  and,  upon  opening  it,  fo 
it  was  a  cartel;  or  defiance,  containing  thes 

••  Surrender  yourselves  to  themercy  of  tl  i 
seignior,  who  has  ordered  me  to  reduce  ti  : 
under  his  obedience :  I  will  allow  you  the  li 
retiring  wheresoever  you  shall  think  fit  w  i 
effects,  but  in  case  .of  your  refusal,  I  will  | 
to  the  sword. 

(Signed)  SINAN  BAS 

y  The  marshal,  with  the  concurrence  of  tl 

cil,  fixed  another  paper  in  the  same  place,  ii  i 
by  way  of  answer,  he  writ  the  following  wo 
his  own  hand : 

^*  The  government  of  Tripoli  has  been  ei  i 
to  me  by  my  order;  I  cannot  surrender  it  u 
one  but  to  him  whom  the  grand  master,  \ 
council  of  the  order,  shall  nominate ;  and  I 
fend  it  against  all  others  to  the  last  drop 
blopd.  (Signed) 

The  marshal  G ASP ARD  db  VA] 

The  Moor  returning  the  next  day,  took  thi 
and  carried  it  to  the  Basha;  who,  by  such  a  i 

TOL.  11^  4  N 


Bmwet,  mW  pkiiily ,  that,  tkdM  wad  to  re^ndfig^  «£ 
Tiipdli  b«t  by  force  of  ann9;  wkerenyMi  ha  adh- 
Vai^o^  immediately  ia  good  oiAei  wi4h  hb  fleet, 
lattded  hn  trdopi   and  aitiUery,  reeoaaeitred  tha 
plaoe^  atod  prepared  to  lay  ftiege  to  ik  AH  thegap* 
tison  at  that  time  in  Tripoli  coamted  only  in  tikd 
tecrnit  6(  two  hundred  ikien,  from  C^d^rfaj  a  coaii# 
pany  of  raw  fellows  that  had  nevet  leen  fire>  and 
about  two  hnndved  Moore*  the  aUies  of  the  ordet> 
who,  though  of  the  Mahometan  veligion,  did  yet»- 
out  of  at^ion  to  the  Turks,  do  good  senrsce  to  tha 
Chrlftlatti^    Tripob,  aa  hae  been  already  riiserfed, 
wai  scarce  tenehk,  and  especially  agaiast  a  strong 
army,  provided  with  a  large!  train  of  artillery ;  and 
the  grand  masters  had  Afeveial  times  intreated  the 
emperor  to  take  it  back  into  his  own  hands^  or  else 
cause  it  to  be  fortified,  and  put  in  a  condition  of 
defence :  but  Charles  V»  in  order  to  save  that  ex- 
pence,  had  always  answered  that  he  had  givesi;  tha 
.   order  feofment  of  Tripoli,  Malta  and  Goza,  by  one 
and  the  same  deed;  and  that  the  knights  were 
e^u^ly  obliged  to  defend  those  three  placed  or 
teetore  them  all  to  him ;  and  that  he  would  not  talie 
Tripoli  back,   unless  th^y  would  give  him  np^  the 
island  of  Malta  and  Goza  at  the  same  time.    That 
prince,  who  was  as  self-interested  as  politic^  had 
only  given  them  this  hiiswer,  because  he  was  very 
sensible  that  the  knights,  having  no  place  to  retire 
to  but  Malta,  would,  in  order  to  maintain  them- 
selves there,  be  obliged  to  stay  at  Tripoli;  and 
this  indeed  had  been  the  sole  motive  of  their  keeping 
so  weak  a  place  as  Tripoli^  which  the  narrow  cir- 
cumstances of  the  order  had  not  allowed  them  to 
fortify.  And  indead  the  Msha  jpaing  to  Meoadoitre 
tiusplaco  bimeelf,  boaittad  M  saaie  oiioeia  who  at^ 
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iended  i^im,  m  hd  was  f«kumtiur  from  thence,  ttuit 
it  would  cost  him  but  one  bold  stroke,  and  he  would  , 
eakry  k  by  scall«do:  but  he  judged  otherwise  of 
the  castle,  which  af{»eared  to  he  weUfortifiod  mith 
bulwarfcs,  and  he  rettdved  to  attack  the  plae*  oa 
lliat  side. 

They  had  not  fet  lopsned  the  trenehes,  when 

d'ArasMA,iha  ¥rasieh  aaibassador  above  netttianed, 

arrived  on  board  the  brigiantine  of  the  order,  who, 

«shc  dresw  near  tlM  fleet,  ealated  the  glrand  aeig-* 

«iiier*6  flag;  aaid  beeause he  fast  out  French  eoloms, 

'he  mm  kntmetkd  by  adl  4he  ftrtiilecy  of  the  shipe. 

He  landed  aAer wards;  twhen  knowkig  that  it  is 

■iawst  ivDifossible  to  eueeaed  in  mxj  negqoiatiQU 

'wvth  the  ministers  of  the  Porte  without  ^Mresitits,  he 

wat  ytrj  magmicent  ones  to  the  ifaasha,  juioodbrio 

^taia  a  fave«rable  audience  from  ihim.   No  sonner 

•«*as  4t  granted,  than  he  went  to  his  qnaffteri,  and 

into  his  tent;  when  he  represented  to  him,  that  the 

4ing  his  master  had  a  partienlar  regard  and  affec^ 

*tieii  fisr  the  order  of  Malta,  and  that  as  that  society 

m%B  cMaposed  of  the  most  illnstrions  nebilsty  of 

jObriateiidom,  part  of  which  ^wiere  bom  his  subjects, 

be  wonld  take  it  as  a  ^sigmd  .favoor  if  he  inmed  the 

j^raiid  seignior's  anus  another  ways  and  ihat  his 

jttoster,  who  was  the  most  i^merons  prince  liviag, 

would  not  fail  to  aobnowledge  his  obligations  to 

4liia  upon  that  aeconnt,  by  presents  suitdble  to  the 

.digsnity  and  power  of  ao  great  a  king.  The  htsha, 

•^o  had  eontracted  «  'kind  of  friendship  with  the 

^Hnbassedor  dnting  bis   residence  st  tiie  Porte, 

cpened  hiamindto  him.  He  shewed  him  his. orders, 

^gned  with  the  f^rand  seignior's  own  hand,  by 

iAAch  that  prin^  hatd  ^expressly  eii|oined  him  to 

ifiye  the  Chiietiiiis  o«t*af  f  ripcdi;  «ttd  the  basl^ 
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added^  that  he  should  lose  his  head  if  he  did  not 
observe  his  orders. 

D'Aramon,  seeing  that  it  was  not  in  the  basha's 
power  to  grant  his  request^  would  have  taken  leave 
of  him^  intending  to  make  all  possible  haste  to  Con* 
stantinople,  in  order  to  try  whether  he  might  be 
able  to  prevail  so  far  with  the  grand  seignior^  as 
to  make  him  send  new  orders  to  his  general :   but 
Sinan,  who  perceived  his  design,  foreseeing  that,  by 
such  a  change  of  orders,  he  would  be  deprived  of 
the  glory  which  he  flattered  himself  he  should  gain 
by  this  conqnest,  gave  him  to  understand,  that  he 
could  not  let  him  depart  till  the  siege  was  ended; 
and  so,  by  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  nation^ 
he  ordered  all  the  rigging  of  the  brigantine  which 
had  brought  him,  as  well  as  the  two  galleys  which 
were  come  to  join  himj,  to  betaken  out;  but  if  we 
except  this  injustice,  he  treated  him  with  all  the 
respect  which  was  due  to  his  character. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  trenches  were  opened,  tiie 
cannon  was  planted  upon  batteries;  and,  in  order 
to  hinder  the  knights  from  repairing  what  it  beat 
down,  the  basha  had  distributed  all  his  artillery  into 
three  several  batteries,  each  of  twelve  different  sizes, 
which  fired  one  after  another  continually;  so  tha^ 
at  the  same  time  that  they  were  again  charging 
the  battery  which  had  just  fired,  they  fired anotherj 
by  which  means  this  kind  of  thunder  roared  on 
without  intermission.  Happily  for  the  besieged, 
these  batteries  were  pointed  against  the  bulwark  of 
St  James,  the  place  that  was  best  fortified  in  all  the 
castle,  and  terrassed  within,  so  that  the  ball  only 
made  a  hole,  and  sunk  down  in  the  terrass.  The 
Turks  had  now  employed  serer^Jl  days  to  no  pur- 
pose in  thit  attack^  when  a  deserter,  boru  at  Ca« 
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Thb  villain  had  been  settled  a  long  time  in  Tripoli; 
his  religion  was^  in  some  measure,  a  pledge  of  his 
fidelity;  but,  haying  been  ^educed  by  a  criminal 
commerce  with  some  Moorish  women,  he  had  se- 
cretly renounced  the  faith,  embraced  Mahometa* 
nism,  and,  being  as  false  to  the  order  as  he  had 
been  to  God,  he  stayed  at  Tripoli  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  serve  as  a  spy  for  the  Aga  Morat,  the  lord 
of  Tachora  above  mentioned.  It  was  by  bis  means 
that  he  got  access  to  the  basha,  and  that  he  shewed 
him,  that  if  he  was  desirous  of  succeeding  in  his 
enterprise,  he  must  turn  his  batteries  against  the 
'  bulwark  of  St  Brabe,  the  stones  of  which  were,  as 

he  said,  loosened  by  the  mouldering  away  of  tha 
mortar,  which  time  had  consumed* 

The  renegade's  advice  being  followed,  the  wall 
began  to  tumble  a  few  days  after;  in  vain  did  the 
mardial  endeavour  to  supply  the  want  of  that  de« 
fence  by  intrenchments,  which  he  marked  out  be- 
^  hind  the  breach,  and  within  the  town;  for  the  con«- 

tinual  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  played  day  and 
night  without  ceasing  upon  that  very  place,  killed 
all  the  slaves  whom  they  employed  in  that  work. 
Such  as  were  left  obstinately  refused  to  supply  their 
^  places,  and,  though  they  beat  them  severely,  thej 

^  nevertheless  would  lie  down,  and  sufier  themselves 

^'  to  be  bastinadoed  unmercifully^  rather  than  rise 

^  and  go  to  a  place  where  they  expected  immediate 

^'  death. 

^  This  fright,  which  began  with  the  slaves,  infected 

^  the  Calabrian  soldiers,  who  were  as  great  cowards^ 

^  The  greatest  part  of  those  peasants  had  been  put  in  a 

*  little  fort,  situated  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  called 
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The  Oha*elet»  whiefa  wtstsonnnaftiiAed  by  »  miiiiargr 
herring  brother,  dei  Rochefl  by  name.  Tkb  officer^ 
idio  was  Tery  attentive  to  every  thing  that  f  asBed 
in  hit  fort,  obf  enring  the  air  aadi  (Useeuiae  of  those 
toirfdiers,  ibnnd  it  attended  with  a  early  and  faratal 
pride,  ^xrhich  made  him  enspect  that  some  dttogeroua 
design  was  hatching.  Upon  his  eftcaminiogdiiigcutiy 
into  theinatter»  he  fonnd  that  these  Celabnofii(,who 
diad  not  been  used  to  the  noise  of  eaaban,  and  weie 
miraid  of  being  buried  miider  the  rains  of  the  foit^ 
(had  agreed  to  seite  upon  a  brigaatinie  v4uoh  Lay  ia 
Khe  ^U  bvd  to  make  their  escape  into  fitcily.  lAnd 
fhi  order  to  hinder  th^f^oirentoorfromeither^pping 
tjft  pnrstttng  ibeni^  they  had  rescAi^ed,  befoce  Huf 
chonld  ^o  en  board,  to  leavie  a  match  near  the  ma> 
^zine  ^^ wder,  in  order  to  set  lire  te  it  tafter their 
departure,  and  thereby  blow  np  the  little  caslfe* 
The  off  cer  eoniidetisig  that  it  wosdd  be  as  dange- 
utas  to  let  thein  know  tfaalt  he  was  tnAMwed  'of  ibeir 
pbt)  as  It  wcnld  iHe  to  m^glect  it,  joobned  tb  ptte 
-privnte  nofiaevof  it  to  ftbe  jnaidhKl;  in  ebnpoqnancb 
^whieh,  be tosk  caM to drnw  tiieta nUtont <of itfae 
lost  oneaifter  4motfaery  upon  wirions  pretesota;  and, 
ilo:preventiall  ArtnveeiibnUmg,  they  wenfe  dsspesed 
in  (dsfibmnt  tplaoea,  dmd  -annng  i^er  eempaniei, 
iwhb  mere  «hoifeglit  to  ^  moBt  fiaithfid.  Burt  this 
change  did  not  phodncte  My  hlfeeiriitiolian  «he  & 
idedg«ahof'thtnefeoiimrdB,«ttd*n3rired>only)lofenlai||(e 
aihe  aeene  nf  the  qoonspiTiey ;  etrer^  <ene  (o(  dhass 
?i»tdkehfls  irifeeted'the  oAer  sdldiers  /with  ^hepcnson 
of  their  rebellion;  nor  did  the  inhabitants,  wholmos 
iHpon  igiiavd  '#tth  tbera^  foniape  Ithe  4antt*  It  lis  aaid 
Jibat  ?th9S3sedition  was^iVntely  ifomonted  ^Maam 
48piEiliish(lmi;^hlB,  who  4VMre^eneaiies4o  thetgevensor* 
^itmastwwiaAmdiof  ifimsMi^dm/fimoy^  ;t]iei6a^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tHB  &NlKiHV9  Ot  MALTA. 

laWiatii  abandoned  their  ports  throagh 
joining  together  in  a  bodji  encompassed  1 
manding  officer  with  their  swords  dr 
threatened  to  kill  him,  in  case  he  did  not  ( 
marshal  to  secure  them  their  livei  and  lil 
a  apeedj  capitnlation. 

The  governor,  who  w^  sensible  of  th 
of  a  siege,  prepared  himself  for  them  lil 
Christian^  ^nd  a  trae  religious,  by  reeeivii 
craments ;  and  waa  but  just  come  from  ] 
of  the  holy  euchariat,  when  the  Calabria 
adv  anced  towards  him  with  trouble  and 
in  kis  looks,  and  cried  out*   **  Sir,  all  you 
are  i^t  in  the  Turkish  camp,  you  have  soi 
the   town,  who  are  still  more  dangerous; 
with  infinite  concern  that  I  am  come  to 
that  my  soldiers,  in  c<mtempt  of  their  oai 
abandoned  their  post,  and  refuse  to  do  a 
dtity/'  He  told  him  further,  that  they  cri 
Ibr  a  capitulation,  in  a  threatening  man 
that  he  was  afraid  they  should  be  forced  1 
H  that  article,  in  order  to  prevent  a  grea 
fortune. 

The  marshal,  dissembling  his  indignatl 
very  prudently  that  moment  out  of  the  chu 
was  immediately  surrounded  by  the  mutint 
demanded  of  them,  with  a  etem  air,  w 
were  not  at  their  several  posts ;  but  he  ea 
covered  their  rebelKous  disposition^  by  the  1 
spect  they  shewed  him ;  for  they  interrup 
with  insolent  cries;  so  that,  in  order  not  to 
himself  to  such  a  rabble  of  furies,  ^11  that 
tiiought  fit  to  say  was,  that  he  was  going  t 
council  of  war.  He  had  no  sooner  given  noti< 
but  aU  the  knights  and  officers  came  aboi 
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when  without  diflsembling  his  trouble  and  ment-- 
ment,  he  cried  out,  that  he  had  lived  a  day  too 
long,  and  that  he  was  very  unfortunate,  since  the 
enemy's  cannon  had  spared  him,  only  to  make  him 
a  sorrowful  witness  of  the  rebellion  and  the  perft- 
diousness  of  his  soldiers;  and  thereupon  he  aaked 
the  knights  their  several  opinions  about  the  condi- 
tion of  the  place.  The  Chevalier  de  Poissi,  or  de 
Poissien,  of  the  language  of  France,  declared  that 
he  had  examined  the  breach  with  the  greatest  ex- 
actness; that  it  was  not  so  large  but  that  it  might 
he  supplied  by  good  intrenchments,  and  that  pro- 
vided the  soldiers  would  but  return  to  their  duty, 
and  take  heart,  they  were  still  strong  enough  to 
repulse  the  enemy. 

But  a  Spanish  knight,  named  Herrera,  who  acted 
as  treasurer,  directing  his  discourse  to  him,  cried 
out,  **  I  am  not  in  the  least  surprised  that  you  Aonld 
declare  for  a  longer  resistance  in  so  weak  a  place, 
as  you  are  a  Frenchman,  and  that  your  king  haa 
an  ambassador  at  this  time  in  the  enemy's  camp: 
you  are  very  sensible,  that  though  we  should  hap- 
pen to  be  taken  by  storm,  you  nevertheless  would 
have  no  reason  to  be  in  pain  about  your  lives  and 
liberties ;  but  our  fate  will  be  very  different,  since, 
being  subject  to  the  emperor,  the  irreconcileable 
enemy  of  the  infidels,  we  can  CTcpect  no  quarter 
from  those  Barbarians,  if  we  do  not  prevent  an  as^ 
sault,  and  consequently  our  ruin,  by  an  immediate 
capitulation ;  and  this  is  what  I  think  necessary  to 
be  done,  for  the  safety  of  my  countrymen  and  my 
companions/'  Other  officers  proposed,  before  they 
should  come  to  such  a  final  resolution,  the  sending 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  knights  to 
Tisit  the  breach,  and  afterwards  make  his  report  of 
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•it  to  the  council :  whereupon  the  marshal  dispatched 
the  commander  Copier  to  the  mutineers,  at  the  same 
time  to  acquaint  them  with  this  resolution,  and  to  ex- 
hort them  to  return  to  their  respective  posts,  till  such 
•time  as  the  council  should  have  decided  the  afimir^ 

Copier,  in  order  to  prevail  with  them,  offered^  i^ 
the  marshal's  name,  to  double  their  pay;  he  assured 
ithem,  that  they  were  going  to  visit  the  breach,  and 
upon  the  report  which  should  thereupon  be  made  to 
the  council,  they  would  take  proper  measures  for 
their  safety:  but  he  represented  to  them,  at  the 
same  time,  that,  by  deserting  their  posts,  they  ex* 
posed  themselves,  before  they  should  have  any  time 
to  treat,  to  the  danger  of  being  surprised  and  forced 
by  the  Turks;  and  that  the  only  way  to  obtain  an 
advantageous  capitulation  would  be,  to  appear  all 
of  them  in  their  several  pots,  with  an  air  of  intrepit- 
jAitj  and  resolution,  and  as  if  they  were  ful)^  deter^ 
mined  to  give  the  infidels  a  warm  reception. 

The  commander's  reasons,  which  were  seasonably 
intermixed  with  tender  intreaties  and  generous  re-*- 
.proaches,  made  some  impression  on  the  mutineers  s 
but  Herrera  innnuating  to  them,  that  all  these  pro«^ 
mises  were  designed  only  to  amuse  them,  and  that 
.the  marshal,  wlio  was  an  obstinate  man,  would  ra<p 
ther  be  killed  on  the  breach  than  enter  into  a  ner 
gociation,  they  renewed  their  clamour,  and  rejects- 
^d  all  the  commander's  proposals.  The  marshara 
resolute  courage,  and  their  own  cowardice,  by  an 
odd  kind  of  fatality,  contributed  to  confirm  them  in 
their  rebellion :  for  it  is  probable,  that  they  would 
have,  been  wrought  upon  more  easily,  had  they 
thought  their  governor  less  capable  of  taking  a 
desperate  resdkltion.  They  all  protested,  that  they 
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vonU  kcq>  tofcther  in  a  body  tHI  mefa  time  as  tlie 
breach  had  been  vinted,  and  that  they  wotiM  aat 
4ni«t  to  any  one's  report  iharenpos  bvt  that  «f « 
Spaniard;  so  that,  in  4Mider  to  satisfy  ti>em,  they 
were  forced  to  send  thither  Goeraaa.  an  old  soldier 
of  their  cabal.  This  solder,  after  haviiip  visited  the 
breach,  reported,  that  it  -was  easy  to  fee  forced,  and 
Inrd  to  be  dcTcuded:  that  in  e»c  thaTarks.  as  no 
Ambt  they  woald,  shoald  contime  their  battery, 
aU  that  was  left  standing  of  the  wall  on  that  side 
would  be  bcatai  down  before  night;  that  there  was 
no  posabiiity  of  making  the  intrencllments  whtd 
the  chevalifT  de  Poan  had  proposed,  and  that  they 
wooid  be  of  no  other  use  than  to  throw  away  the 
lives  of  a  great  nnmber  of  good  aMU.  Upon  his  re- 
port, which  was  calculated  for  ihe  prejvdiccsof  ^ 
notineers.  they  fell  into  a  new  rage,  and  Areolened 
aloud,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately  put  wp  the 
white  Hmg,  tiiey  themselves  would  make  a  capHa- 
latifla,  and  let  the  inCdels  into  the  plae^. 

The  manbal  fading  h«  had  neither  soldiers  nor 
nthority,  referred  the  dfcirion  of  this  a£bir  to  tiie 
conndl.  Though  ahnostall  the  ofieera  detested  the 
iafamons  desertion  of  their  soldien,  yet,  after  har^ 
ing  made  the  most  serieas  reflections  on  the  weak- 
>ws8t)fthe  place,  the  open  retolt  of  the  garrison, 
and  the  failure  of  socconrs  from  Malta,  they  agreed 
that  there  was  oo  remedy  left  but  to  submit  to  ne- 
etsnty;  open  which  a  military  serThig1)l«tber  was 
ordered  to  put  up  the  fatal  signal  of  capitulatioD. 
Kaan,  at  the  sight  of  the  flag,  ordered  the  battery 
to  cease,  when  two  Turkish  oiBoers  came  out  of  the 
^enehcs,  advanced  up  to  the  wall,  and  signified 
tiiat  the  governor  mightsend  deputies  lotreat.  The 
rebels,  who  were  more  masters  in  the  plaee  thanthe 
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gov^raor  himflelf,  declared  that  they  vfouU 
fer  any  French  kaight  to  be  entrusted  wit 
gpcialioii«  hot  took  upon  themselves  to  non 
that  purpose  the  commander  Faster  of  Maj 
Gnenarai  the  two  secret  fomenters  of  the  i 
These  deputies  beiii|[;arrLyed(at  tbeXurki 
"were  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  bash 
they  told  him»  that,  they  were  ready  to  s 
up  the  city  and  the  castle  of  Tripoli  to  him 
ditiaa  that  he  would  giv«  the  governorl  kaij 
garrison^  and  all.  the  inhabitants,  assurance 
lives  and  liberties;  that  he  would  allow 
carry  off  their  effects^  and  furnish  them  wi 
to  tran4>ort  them  to  Malta  or  Sicily.  Sinai 
did  not  seem  averse  to  the  proposal ;.  but, 
had  reproached  them  with  their  rashnesi 
called  it,  in  pretending  to  hold  out  such 
place  agaiaist  a  royal  army,  he  declared, 
would  not  hearken  to  any  treaty,  unless  the 
who'Were  in  Tripoli  would  engage  to  reimbi 
geand  seignior  for  all  the  charges- he  had  be 
that  expedition.  The  deputies  representing 
that  it^  was  not  in  their  power  to  make  any  s 
imburaement,  he  dismissed  them  roughly,  ih 
ing  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  put  t 
to  the  sword.    But  as  they  were  going  out 
tent,  they  happened  to  meet  Dragut,  who 
he  wiis  told  the  result  of  the  negociation,  w 
prised  that  the  basha  had  broke  it  offl  The  < 
pretending  to  be  concerned  at  the  basha's  b 
rigorous  towards  the  besieged,  desired  them 
fer  their  departure  till  such  time  as  he  had 
moment's  talk  with  the  general;  upoa  whi 
went  immediately  into  his  tent,  and  represei 
him^  that,  by  prolonging^^  the  siege,  he  won 
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the  hazard  of  miscarrying  in  hii  enterprise;  tbat 
sncconra  might  possibly  come  to  the  besieged ;  tliat 
the  very  despair  of  obtaining  a  reasonable  capitula- 
tion, would  serve  the  knights  instead  of  a  newauc-^ 
cour,  and  make  them  more  intrepid;  and  moreoirer, 
that  whatever  stress  he  might  lay  on  his  artillery, 
all  he  would  gain  by  ruining  what  was  still  left  c£ 
the  walls  and  fortifications.  Would  be  to  leave  so 
many  gates  open,  by  the  breaches  he  should  there- 
by make,  for  tlie  troops  of  the  order  to  enter  at,  be- 
fbre  he  could  have  leasure  to  repair  them,  especially 
in  a  season  when  there  was  no  keeping  the  sea ;  ad- 
ding withal,  that  he,  as  a  politician,  ought  not  to 
boggle  at  signing  the  capitulation,  because  that 
when  he  should  be  master  of  the  place,  he  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  give  such  explications  to  the 
treaty  as  best  suited  his  ititerest. 

The  basha  readily  approved  the  perfidious  advice 
of  the  corsair;  upon  which  he  sent  for  the  deputies, 
and  told  them,  that,  at  Dragut's  request,  he  had 
granted  what  he  had  refused  on  any  other  consi-> 
deration^  The  treaty  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
basha  swore  by  the  grand  seicrnior's  head,  an  oath 
that  is  looked  upon  as  inviolable  among  the  Turks, 
to  observe  it.  When  the  deputies  were  going  to 
take  leave  of  him,  in  order  to  carry  the  capitula- 
tion to  the  governor,  he  told  them  that  it  Would  be 
proper  for  him  to  come  and  confer  with  him,  in  or- 
der to  adjust  the  number  of  transport  vessels  that 
he  should  want,  and  the  security  he  was  to  give  for 
sending  them  back :  for  which  purpose  he  would 
send  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  his  army  into  the 
city,  in  quality  of  an  hostage* 

Scarce  were  the  deputies  got  back  into  the  city, 
when  the  officer  came  to  the  gate^  who.  was  imme*- 
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diately  let  in;  the  tnanhal  had  called  a 
vrar,  in  order  to  consider  of  a  inessage,  ai 
the  capitulation  read.  It  was  there  debate 
it  might  be  consistent  with  the  duty  of  a 
to  go  out  of  his  fortress  alone^  and  withov 
the  head  of  his  garrison:  but  the  mutiny  o 
rison  made  all  deliberation  useless;  and  ' 
secretly  fomented  the  rebellion,  and  were 
the  governor's  recovering  his  authority >  m; 
that  as  the  treaty  was  signed,  the  marsh 
occasion  to  make  any  difficulty  about  c 
with  the  basha ;  so  far  from  that,  that  it  w< 
be  imprudent  to  let  him  see  that  they  en 
the  least  doubt  of  his  not  keeping  his  w 
the  rather,  because,  as  it  would  be  impo 
the  garrison  and  inhabitants  to  return  to  1 
go  over  into  Sicily,  without  his  fumishi 
with  vessels,  they  were  therefore  forced  to 
tirely  upon  his  honour ;  and  they  unanimonsl; 
that  in  order  to  show  him  how  much  they 
in  his  Word,  the  marshal  should  carry  Ui 
buck  with  faim :  and  indeed  the  rebels  wer< 
ry  to  make  an  eicperiment,  by  the  treatme 
the  marshal  should  meet  with  from  the  bas 
they  themselves  might  expect  fts^m  him^ 

A  garrison's  disposing  in  this  manner  of 
86n  of  its  governor  was  not  to  be  justified  t 
the  laws  of  war ;  but  the  reader  may  have  o 
that  ever  since  the  time  of  the  soldiers  opi 
lion,  which  the  Spanidi  knights  had  secretly 
e^,  all  regard  to  the  marshal's  authority, 
notion  of  the  doty  of  obedience,  was  from  i 
ment  extinguished ;  and  the  mutineers  had  n 
heard  that  the  basha  demanded  a  conferen 
the  governor,  but  they  forced  him  with 


ciiai  to  fo  omioC  tlie  toviVi  Utt  ibe  ca|iitaI«liM» 
ikMild  be  tirolM  #ff :  he  went  therefore  to  the  camp« 
attended  only  bj^  the  dieialier  de  Montfort  hto 
hiwkd,  whQ  was  veioUed  never  to  kaye  him,  and 
the  Ttukifh  officeSj  who  had  beei^sent  ae  an  hoitaf^e* 
When  Ihey  drew  neac  th«  general'i  qsarten,  ihm 
efficec,.  QAdec  prettDce  oigi^wf;  Sinan  notice  of  the 
gavemor'a  arriynl,  went  before^  and  told  him  in  a 
few  wordi^  that  ha  had  found  the  soldtere  and  inha^- 
bUanta  in  a  tecrible  coMtomatioD,  that  he*  fancied 
ha  had  diMovered  sometbUig  UkiO  &  diyision  amon^ 
<hani»  and  mereoyser^  that  he  awir^  him  he  might 
preaesibe  snck  torma  aah^  should  think  proper  to 
tW  goneaoor.. 

The  basha.  so>fenaf?niIed  himself  of  this  advice 
thai,  at  the  maishal's  coming  in»  he  ^umed  an  aia 
of  hanghtiness  and  pride^  an  air  whiidi  such  barbar 
riaos  geneaaUy  pot  oo^  when  fortnoe-haa  declared 
h^Ksalf  on  thaiiF  aid#.;  and  immediately  asked  him» 
if:  he.  had  brought  the  money  he  had  demanded  foi 
Teirnhnmingi  the  eharg/eaof  the  war.    The  marjahai 
without  diseovering  the  least*  emotion,  answered  him 
coldly,,  that  he  depended  upon  the  capitulation^  on 
bi^ ward»i and  the solamnoalbshe  had  taken  tomain* 
tain  it  inviolabLy*  *'  It  is.  not  wUhsuch  dogs  as  yon, 
(Eapliedtho.bai^in  a: rage),  thataman  is  to  keep 
hin  utocd ;  ynu;  and  your  pejrfidinus  companions,  who 
oiwed^yoop  Uvesr  at  thasiege  of  Rhodes. purely  to  the 
gtandA  seignior's  ekmenoyv  w.ho>  would  neyer  have 
indnlg^edyon  in  them  asJie  did,,  contrary  to  the  a^- 
Tipe  qf  bis  oonnaily  had  i*  not.  been  in  coiisideralioi^ 
oC  youF  grand'  master's  engagement,  viz.  that  the 
order  shonid  ne^er  for  the  fntnre  attack  bis  subjects,, 
oii  exercise  piracy  in  his^  seas*  but  respect  his  flag  in 
aUplaaea;  notwlthstendin£whiob«,  in  breach  of  that 
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treaty,  and  of  all  the  obligations  ef  gmtitviife,  701a 
yirere  no  sooner  settled  at  Malta,  but  joa  fell  agaift 
to  your  old  trade  of  pirating/'     The  marshal,  who 
could  not  bear  so  unjust  a  reproach,  replied,  Aat 
the  original  of  theeapitulatioo,  signed  by  Solyman'a 
t>wn  hand,  was  still  preserved  at  Malta ;  that  there 
is  no  such  article  in  it,  and  that  he  w«s  ready  to 
isend  for  it  from  Malta,  in  order  to  justify  what  he 
advanced.  He  told  him,  moreover,  that  if  he  repent- 
ed of  the  treaty  which  he  had  made  with  the  de^ 
fmties  of  Tripoli,  he  might  tear  it  if  he  pleased ;  aftet 
which,  says  he,  let  the  fat6  of  war  decide  to  whom 
the  place  shall  belong,  Thebadia,  provoked  at  this 
resolute  answer,  ordered  him  to  be  disarmed,  to  be 
|Mit  in  irons,  and  sent  on  board  hisTessel.  The  mai^ 
Aal  still  resolute  and  undairated,  turning  Mmself  tn 
^e  chevalier  de  Montfort,  cried  out,  *'Ifyoo,bit>- 
ffaer,  are  allowed  to  go  back  into  the  city,  tell  my 
lieutenant,  and  the  commander  Copier,  from  me, 
that  they  consider  me  no  longer  but  as  a  dead  man; 
end  as  to  the  rest,  that  ttiey  behave  themselves  aSl 
their  duty  and  honour  may  require  of  them  on  this 
eccanon/'  After  the  marshal  was  gone  out  of  the 
basha's  tent,  he  dismissed  Montfort,  and  allowed 
him  to  return  back  to  Tripoli,  upon  condition  he 
should  ten  the  knights  who  were  left  there,  that  if 
they  did  not  immediately  send  him  the  money  he 
demanded,  he  would  have  it  out  oF  their  persons, 
end  those  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants,  who  should 
l>e  all  sold  for  slaves.  Montfort  had  no  sooner  told 
fhis  dismal  news  in  the  place,  but  it  raised  a  gene» 
Tal  indignation  among  the  knights,  who  all  swor6 
they  would  fight  to  the  last  drop  of  blood,  to  revenge 
tiie  injury  which  had  been  done  to  their  commander. 
All  talk  of  capitulation  was  now  at  an  end ;  they 
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embraced  one  another^  and  agreed  to  defend  them- 
feWes  to  the  last  extremity,  to  die  all  by  each  other's 
sides,  and  bury  themselves  in  the  rnins  of  the  place. 
After  this,  they  endeavoured  to  inspire  the  same 
tsentiments  into  the  garrison ;  but  they  had  not  to 
do  with  soldiers,  much  less  with  men ;  those  wretches, 
insensible  to  every  thing  they  could  represent  to 
them  to  excite  their  resentment,  answered  only  like 
JO  many  women,  by  their  tears,  or  by  a  gloomy  si- 
Jence.  In  a  word,  neither  remonstrances,  intreaties, 
reproaches,  blows,  nor  any  thing  they  could  do, 
could  prevail  upon  them  to  take  arms  again.    The 
council,  considering  that  in  so  universal  a  desertion, 
it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  persist  any  longer  in 
A  fruitless  defence  forpreserving  the  liberty  of  such 
.rebels,  resolved  to  abandon  them  to  their  wretched 
fate,  and  leave  them  as  a  prey  to  the  basha,  to  com- 
pound for  the  liberty  of  the  rest;  upon  which  they 
sent  Montfort  back  to  the  general,  to  tell  him,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  knights  to  furnish  the 
sum  that  he  demanded,  there  being  no  money  in 
the  city ;  but  that  they  would  surrender,  provided 
he  would  only  give  leave  to  three  hundred  persons* 
vhom  the  council  should  nominate,  to  march  out  at 
full  liberty.  The  council,  before  Montfort  went  to 
make  this  new  proposal,  upon  advice  that  the  basha 
would  give  no  quarter  to  the  Moors,  who,  though 
Mahometans,  had  yet  served  the  order  with  great 
courage  and  fidelity,  had  given  them  such  rewards 
as  their  circumstances  would  at  that  time  allow,  and 
advised  them  to  retire  to  Tunis  or  Goletta ;  and,  in 
order  to  secure  their  retreat,  and  prevent  their  fall^ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  they  gave  them  all 
the  horses  that  were  in  the  town,  and  the^  sallied 
l»t  St.  George's^ate. 
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Among  these  Moors  were  several,  who,  having 
been  a  long  time  in  the  service  of  the  knights,  coulcj 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  them  in  this  extre- 
mity, but  protested  they  would  follow  their  fortune: 
the  rest  agreed  to  the  proposal  which  was  made  them, 
but  some  of  them  had  the  misfortune  to  be  surprised 
and  taken  in  their  retreat,  before  Montfort  was  come 
back  to  the  camp.  They  were  brought  to  the  basha, 
when  they  informed  him,  that  the  knights  were  re- 
solved to  defend  themselves  to  jthe  last  extremity, 
and  that  when  they  should  not  be  able  to  hold  out 
any  longer,  they  would  blow  up  all  the  forti6ca"* 
tions,  and  involve  their  merciless  enemies  in  the 
same  destruction  with  themselves. 

The  baaha,  startled  at  a  resolution  which  would 
disappoint  him  of  the  booty  he  hoped  to  gain  by  this 
conquest,  and  leave  him  only  a  heap  of  ashes,  was 
glad  to  see  Montfort  return;  he  received  him  in  a^ 
amicable  manner,  and,  after  hearing  what  he  had 
to  say,  gave  him  room  to  hope,  that  he  would  at 
least  indulge  two  hundred  of  the  besieged  in  their 
liberty.  He  then  sent  for  the  mardial,  in  order  to 
conclude  tho  affair  with  him ;  but  before  ha  waa 
brought  into  his  tent  they  had  obliged  Montfort  to 
go  out,  when  the  governor  being  brought  into  his 
preseqce,  he  cried  out  to  hhn,  **  Has  the  night  in* 
spired  you  with  better  resolutions,  and  are  you  now 
disppsed  to  pay  me  the  sum  which  I  so  justly  demand 
of  you?"—'*  The  authority  I  had  in  Tripoli,"  re-  - 
plied  the  marshal,  **  ended  with  the  liberty  you  be^ 
|reave4  me  of;  you  must  now  apply  yourself  to  others, 
^ad  supposing  that  my  brethren  might  still  have 
pome  deference  left  for  my  sentiments,  I  shall  never 
consent  to  treat  on  any  other  conditions  than  those 
ivhich  you  yourself  agreed  tp.   Foi!  the  rest,  here*! 

JQI4.  ih  4  ? 
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mj  head,  dispose  of  it  as  70a  have  already  done  of 
my  liberty." 

After  this  the  basha  took  Dra^ut  and  the  aga 
Morat  aside^  and  whispering  together  for  some  time^ 
thejr,  in  all  probability,  fearing  they  should  find 
the  same  intrepidity  in  the  knights  as  they  had  done 
in  the  marshal,  he  drew  near  to  him,  when  giving 
him  his  hand  in  token  of  peace,  he  sud,  **  Let  us 
talk  no  more  of  new  conditions:  I  ratify  the  first, 
and  agree,  that  all  the  Christians  who  shall  be  found 
in  Tripoli  shall  have  their  liberty;  you  yourself  are 
allowed  to  go  and  assure  your  compamons  of  it^  and 
bring  them  out  with  the  garrison  of  the  place." 

But  the  marshal,  mistrusting  thb  change  of  be- 
haviour, and  fearing  lest  some  new  treachery  might 
be  lurking  under  this  facility  which  they  had  shown 
in  ratifying  the  first  conditions,  excused  himseK 
from  carrying  his  promise  of  it,  on  pretence  that  his 
having  been  made  a  prisoner  had  put  an  end  to  hia 
employment  and  authority;  and,  upon  his  refusal^ 
the  basha  sent  the  Turkish  officer,  who  had  been 
before  in  the  place  in  the  quality  of  a  hostage:  the 
.  mutineers  received  him  with  as  great  eagerness  as 
uneasiness;  when  immediately  crowding  about  him, 
without  carrying  him  to  the  council,^  they  pressed 
hihi  to  declare  the  subject  of  his  commission*  The 
officer  told  them,  that  his  general  had  sent  him  to 
acquaint  them,  that,  pursuant  to  the  treaty,  he 
would  grant  an  entire  liberty  to  all  such  as  should 
leave  the  place  immediately;  that  he  would  furnish 
them  with  ships  to  transport  them  to  Malta;  and 
that  all  he  required  of  the  soldiers  was,  to  leave 
their  colours  and  arms  in  the  town.  The  deserters 
iet  up  great  shouts,  the  moment  they  heard  this 
declaration;  and  as  those  cowardly  wretches  had 
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Mne  days  before  thrown  away  their  arms  as  a  use- 
less burden,  they  did  not  stay  for  the  orders  of  the 
council,  or  the  return  of  the  chevalier  deMontfort, 
but  fearing  the  least  delay  would  make  the  basha 
chang^e  his  resolution,  and  finding  the  gatesof  the 
town  shut,  they  crowded  out  at  the  breaches ;  and 
the  women  and  children  following  their  example, 
hurrietl  out  at  the  same  gaps.  The  knights,  findings 
themselves  universally  abandoned,  were  forced  to 
take  the  same  course;  they  all  rallied  under  the 
walls,  and,  as  they  were  g(Mng  towards  the  camp, 
Morat  Aga  surrounded  them  with  a  body  of  his 
Moorish  cavalry,  and  stripping  them  without  dis- 
tinction of  rank  or  condition,  put  them  in  irons,  and 
treated  them  like  slaves. 

Of  all  the  Maltese,  Des  Roches,  the  serving  bro- 
ther, who  commanded  in  the  little  castle,  was  the 
only  man  that  would  have  the  carving  his  own  fate,' 
and  who  owed  his  liberty  to  his  courage  and  reso- 
lution. The  basha  wanted  only  to  possess  himself 
of  that  little  fort,  which  being  as  it  were  the  key  of 
the  port,  commanded  it  at  the  same  time :  the  ge- 
neral's agent  tempted  Des  Roches  with  glaring  pro* 
mises,  and  endeavoured  at  the  same  time  to  intimi* 
date  him  with  threats  of  deadi  or  perpetual  slavery. 
But  the  serving  brother,  though  he  had  no  more  than 
thirty  men  with  him,  was  equally  proof  against  them 
all ;  so  that  the  Turk  was  obliged  to  raise  a  battery 
against  the  tower,  which  was  soon  beaten  down.  Des 
Roches,  unable  to  hold  it  out  any  longer,  taking  the 
advantage  of  a  dark  night,  got  with  his  little  com- 
pany into  a  bark,  and  put  to  sea;  others  say,  that 
he  retired  secretly  on  board  the  French  ambassa- 
dor's galleys,  which  served  him  for  an  asylum. 

That  minister  could  not  behold  the  loss  of  Tripoli, 
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and  the  un^generous  treatment  ^e  knights  met  with 
from  the  barbariaof,  vithbnt  the  utmost  conaem* 
At  the  first,  news  he  had  of  it,  he  ran  to  tiie  {daee 
ivhere  they  bad  been  seized,  when  he  fonnd  them 
lying  on  th^  ground  in  chmns>  half  naked,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  insults  of  the  insolent  soldiery.  He  ju:- 
costed  them  in  terms  suitable  to  their  courage  and 
virtue,  and  assured  them  that  he  would  go  and  em- 
ploy all  his  endeavours  for  the  recovery  of  their  li^ 
berty.  Upon  this  he  went  immediately  to  the  basha'a 
tent,  and  represented  to  him  in  the  strongest  terms^ 
that,  by  soch  a  shameful  piece  of  injustice,  be  was 
going  to  dishonour  himself  in  the  £ace  of'the  whole 
universe;  and  that  the  king  his  master,  and  tiie 
other  sovereigns  of  Christendom,  having  some  share 
in  the  unworthy  treatment  which  he  showed  those 
knights,  who  were  most  of  them  bom  their  subjects, 
would  not  fail  either  to  have  redress  from  Solyman> 
or,  in  ease  he  should  refuse  it,  would  use  reprisals 
upon  all  such  Turkish  officers  as  should  £dl  into  their 
hands.  The  basha  gave  ihim.  a  haughty  answer,  and 
said,  that  he  was  accountable  to  no  one  but  his  mas* 
ter;  and  that  he  was  well  assured,  that  that  prince 
would  not  resent  his  having  broke  hb  word  with  a 
company  of  corsairs,  who,  from  a  scandalous  thirst 
of  gain,  had  so  Ongratefully  violated  the  promise 
they  had  given  at  the  taking  of  Rhodes,  never  to 
disturb  any  more  the  commerce  of  his  subjects  by 
their  piracies ;  that  the  governor  of  Tripoli  had  in 
'vain  endeavoured  to  clear  them  from  so  well  ground^ 
Hsd  a  reproach,  under  pretence  that  there  w^  no 
mention  made  of  any  such  promise  in  the  capitula- 
tion; "  As  if,"  says  he  to  d'Aramon,  "  a  hundred 
thounnd  men,  who  were  present  at  that  siege,  were 
not  witnesses  sufficient;  and  that  the  grand  seig* 
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iikir*8  condescending  to  stoop  so  low  as 
of  their  breach  of  promise  on  seTeral  oc 
not  infinitely  beyond  all  proofs  in  writii 
The  politic  ambassador  wonid  nol  dis 
him :  but,  having  recourse  to  insinuati 
treaties  and  presents  he  prevailed  inseni 
as  to  have  the  marshal  and  the  most  anc 
knights  set  at  liberty;  and  thebasha,  t 
he  pretended  to  observe  punctnally 
treaty,  or  rather  the  promise  which  he  h 
Montfort,  consented  diat  twd  hundred  o 
had  been  arrested,   should  likewise  < 
liberty »  But  here  he  came  in  with  a  nev 
chobe  them,  as  he  had  done  at  Goaa^  out  c 
and  poorest  of  the  inhabitants^    All  the  : 
kept  in  slavery,  togetiier  with  some  yon 
knights,  and  sill  those  of  Spain  and  Ital; 
ihe  emperor^s  subjects. 
'    This  exception  made  the  ambassador  vi 
it  was  with  grief  he  saw  that  those  ttmia 
his  countrymen,  were  gmng  to  be  expos< 
of  various  natures,  which  were  so  mucl 
dangerous,  as  they  were  seasoned  with  1 
pleasures.  But,  in  order  to  rescue  them  fr 
he  ransomed  them  with  his  own  money; 
those  knights,  who  were  the  emperor- 
notwithstanding  that  that  prince  was  a 
at  war  with  his  master,  he  yet  engaged  i 
basha  thirty  Turks,  all  bom  of  good  far 
were  actually  slaves  at  Malta,  in  exchar 
carry  them  himself  to  Constantinople.  Hi 
so  far,  he  set  sail  far  Malta,  not  suspect 
least  but  that  the  grand  master  would  r< 
there  as  the  deliT^er  of  his  brethren,  ai 
in  that  island  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  < 
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Thii  ounuterj  when  he  went  on  board  his  gallejri, 
had  dispatched  a  bark  with  a  letter  to  the  grand 
master,  m  which  he  gave  htm  an  account  of  all  the 
circumstances  relating^  to  the  taking  of  Tripoli. 
D*Omedes  was  ^eatly  surprised  at  this  news;  but 
what  gave  him  more  uneasiness  than  grief  was,  the 
apprehensions  he  was  under,  lest  they  should  impnte 
to  him  the  loss  of  so  important  a  place.  He  was 
sensible,  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  in  the 
convent  a  long  time  before,  of  his  having  employed 
the  money,  which  ought  to  have  been  laid  oat  in 
fortifying  that  city,  in  enriching  his  nephews;  that 
the  loss  of  Tripoli  might  probably  revive  these  com- 
plaints, which  would  occasion  a  strict  examination 
into  his  conduct,  and  perhaps  end  in-  his  being  de- 
posed* In  order,  therefore,  to  extaricate  himself,  he 
resolved  to  lay  things  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make 
the  French  ambassador's  conduct  be  suspected,  and 
throw  the  loss  of  Tripoli  on  that  minister  and  the 
marshal ;  in  pursuance  of  which,  he  sent  for  some 
knights,  his  creatures,  and -taking  them  into  hii 
closet,  showed  them  tihe  letter  he  had  just  received 
from  d'Aramon*  He  at  firpt  broke  out  only  in  ex* 
pressions  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  so  considerable  a 
place;  when,  as  if  he  were  unwilling  to  throw  the 
blame  ou  any  body  but  himself,  he  owned  to  thenif 
with  an  affected  confusion,  that  be  could  nefer 
forgive  himself  the  imprudent  step  he  bad  taken,  in 
having  engaged  d'Aramon  to  go  into  Africa,  and 
for  having  confided  in  a  foreign  minister,  whose 
master,  he  could  not  but  be  sensible,  was  in  striet 
alliance  with  the  grand  seignior;  that  this  ambas- 
sador, a  cunning  and  insidious  person,  and  who  was, 
moreover,  the  marshars  countryman,  had  insinoated 
himself  into  his  confidence,  by  pretending  to  interest 


.  ness  of  the  town,  and  the  forces  of  the  basha,  and 

have  led  him  insenmbly,  by  his  artifices,  into  a  laby- 
rinth of  negociations,  which  had  at  last  ended  in  a 
scandalous  capitulation. 

The  grand  master's  creatures,  like  so  many  ser- 
*  vile  conrtiers,  without  examining  whether  there 

might  not  be  some  falsities  in  a  relation,  which  de- 
pended merely  on  conjecture,  declared  openly  their 
detestation  of  the  ambassador's  pretended  treachery. 
Each  of  them  made  a  merit  of  supporting  these  con- 
'  jectures  by  new  prejudices  altogether  as  groundless. 

'"  Some  said,  that  that  minister  would  never  have  de- 

^  ferred  the  execution  of  his  master's  orders,  nor  have 

^'  been  prevailed  upon  to  interrupt  his  voyage  to  the 

^  Porte  so  easily  as  he  did,  had  he  not  thought  he 

^'  could  have  been  more  useful  to  him  at  Tripoli  than 

^^  at  Constantinople :  others  added,  that  the  great  want 

^'  the  king  of  France  had  of  the  fleet  and  forces  of 

i^^  the  basha,  to  oppose  them  against  those  of  Charles  V., 

19  made  his  ambassador  urge  on  the  capitulation  of  the 

ii^  place,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  order,  the  sooner  to 

^3'  hasten  their  voyage  to  Provence ;  that  the  marshal 

'aif  was  inexcusable  for  concluding  it  witiiout  having 

inft  first  imparted  it  to  the  grand  master  and  the  conn- 

[ii^  eil,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  he 

it  aught  to  be  prosecuted  for  it  immediately,  but  in 

ii5  order  to  get  rid  of  so  troublesome  a  witness  as  the 

i^^  embassador  would  prove,  they  resolved  to  delay  the 

r^  process  till  after  his  departure.    In  the  mean  time^ 

'^0  to  render  him  suspected,  and  to  make  it  appear  they 

iiilf  mistrusted  him,  tiie  grand  master,,  at  his  coming  off 

^d  tiie  harbour,  under  pretence  of  its  being  an  unsea^ 

i^  lenaUiehoar,  woold  not  suffer  thi^  chain  to  be  takes 
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away»  but  ordered  the  castle  guard  to  be  doubled, 
and  took  the  same  precautions  as  iu  time  of  war, 
and  as  if  the  enemy  was  returned  to  the  island,  and 
laj  before  the  gates  of  the  place. 

The  next  day  the  grand  master's  confidants,  in 
concert  with  him,  had  it  whispered  abroad,  though 
without  naming  any  person,  that  Tripoli  would  not 
have  so  soon  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  Turks,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  ambassador's  secret  iaidligence 
with  the  basha,  and  the  marshal's  weaktiess,  in 
having  suffered  himself  to  be  guided  by  d'Amarars 
perfidious  advice.  This  news  was  told  with  a11  the 
air  of  a  great  secret  that  was  not  to  be  confided  bul^ 
to  intimate  friends,  which»  by.  being  still  oommur- 
nieated  with  the  strictest  charge  of  secrecy,  biecame 
at  last  jtbe  subject  of  public  crniTCiiBation^  These 
reports,  improving  by  the  variwsconjiectunes  which 
every  body  added,  as  fancy  might  suggest,  soaa 
reached,  as  the  grand  master  had  intendinl  they 
should,  all  the  knights,  and  passed  from  thfm  to  the 
people*  By  this  artifice,  d'Aramon^  un]kjQibvli  to 
himsdf»  became  in  a  moment  the  object  of  piiblio 
execration. 

But  the  grand  master  did  not  stop  here;  for,  in 
order  tio  make  him  no  less  odious  over  all  Christen* 
dam  than  at  Malta,  he  engaged  timise  of  his  cabal 
to  write  wmrd  underhand  to  the  knights  who  resided 
ixi  £tti!ope  on  their  seyeital  6ommanderiej,  signify** 
ing  that  the  French  ambassador  had  betrayed  the 
order,  and  deliyered  up  Tripoli  to  the  infidels;  and, 
\hat  had  it  not  been  for  thie  wbe  precautions  which 
the  grand  master  had  taken,  he  would  kav^  at^ 
t^empted  to  se)9e  on  the  castle  of  St  Angela,  and 
pot  ifli^o  the  hands  of  the  Tttrks.  These  reports 
were  ^ooki  spread  orer  aU  £hinslendomi  .and  made  9r 
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great  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people :  and 
last,  those  which  they  had  published  at  Malta  w 
so  much  virulence,  came  to  d'Araiiion*s  ears, 
would  be  impossible  to  express  the  surprise  he  ^ 
in,  when  he  heard  them ;  he  demanded  an  audiei 
immediately,  which  was  granted  him  in  full  coun* 
when,  seating  himself  by  the  grand  master,  a 
thinking  it  would  be  derogatory  to  his  character^ 
stoop  So  low  as  to  refute  all  these  false  reports, 
only  desired  him  to  call  to  mind,  that  he  had  i 
gone  into  Africa,  but  for  the  repeated  instan 
which  he  had  employed,  in  order  to  engage  him 
H,  wherein,  to  make  him  fully  resolve  upon  it, 
had  mentioned  the  advantage  that  would  there 
accrue  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  great : 
gard  and  affection  the  king  his  master  had  for  1 1 
order.  He  added,  that  after  his  arrival  in  the  Turk  i 
camp,  he  had  done  all  tiiat  lay  in  his  power,  b( 
to  engage  the  basha  to  raise  the  siege,  and  to  delii 
the  knights  out  of  slavery;  that  in  the  latter  ci 
(Sod  had  blessed  his  endeavours,  so  that  he  broug  I 
.  them  back  safe  in  his  galleys;  and,  that  as  he  h  i 
engaged  himself  to  carry  back  as  many  Turks^  w ! 
were  slaves  to  the  order,  in  exchange,  he  hop  • 
the  grand  master  would  order  them  to  be  deliver  i 
to  him,  that  he  might  perform  his  promise  wil 
honour. 

The  grand  master,  assuming  a  very  cold  air,  ai 
awered  him  in  a  few  words,  that  they  were  ver 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  care;  but  as  to  ti; 
Turkish  slaves  he  demanded,  he  said  he  could  ni 
do  any  thing  in  it;  that  it  was  the  business  of  tii 
knights  who  had  taken  them  to  dispose  of  them  i 
they  should  judge  proper,  or  in  case  of  their  refu9i 
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to  part  with  thern^  it  was  the  marshars  busiDess  to 
make  the  basha  amends.  D'Aramoii  might  have 
i^ery  justly  replied^  that  there  was  a  yet  shorter,  • 
and  indeed  a  juster  way  left,  which  was  to  deliver 
him  back  the  Spanish  knights,  in  order  for  his  sur- 
rendering them  back  to  Sinan:  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  beneath  his  character  to  expose  the  grand 
master's  injustice;  so,  without  condescending  to 
complain  of  it,  he  went  out  of  the  port  in  a  few 
days,  and  kept  on  his  way  to  Constantinople. 

His  departure  left  the  grand  master  at  liberty  to 
proceed  with  the  execution  of  his  project;  fw  which 
purpose  he  hebl  several  secret  councils  with  his  crea* 
tures  about  that  affair;   the  result  of  which  was  a 
resolution  to  ruin  the  marshal.   They  agreed,  that 
in  order  to  answer  the  grand  master's  ends,  it  was 
now  time  to  bring  him  upon  the  stage  in  d'Aramon's 
stead:  but  as  they  could  not  attack  him  singly,  for 
a  resolution  which  had  been  taken  in  a  full  council 
of  war,  the  grand  master,  and  those  who  joined  with 
him  in  carrying  on  this  black  design,  thought  it 
proper  to  comprehend  the  knights  who  had  the 
greatest  hand  in  the  capitulation,  and  involve  them 
in  the  same  accusation.    His  emissaries,  dispersing 
themselves  among  the  knights,  took  care  to  suggest 
to  them,  that  the  suffering  such  a  scene  of  cowardice 
and  prevarication  to  pass  uncensured,  would  be  a 
great  scandal  to  the  order:  and  he  himself  repre- 
sented to  the  council,  though  with  all  the  outward 
shew  of  grief,  that  the  honour  of  the  order  absolutelj 
obliged  them  to  call  the  marshal  and  the  other 
knights  to  account  for  the  motives  which  had  de- 
termined them  to  capitulate :  **  In  order,''  said 
d'Omedes,   with  a  pretended  moderation,  '-that 
they  may  be  acquitted  if  they  should  be  found  in- 
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The  council  finding  this  proposal  very  reasonable, 
voted  for  an  immediate  examination  of  the  affair^ 
and  the  bringing  of  the  accused  to  a  trial ;  and  re- 
solved that  tiiree  knights^  of  three  different  lan- 
guages, should  be  appointed  to  take  informations 
about  it  The  grand  master  had  no  difficulty  to 
make  thechoice  iail  upon  his  own  creatures ;  but 
as  these  commissaries  wer.e  religious,  and  could  not 
in  that  quality  take  cognisance  of  a  capital  crime, 
where  the  lives  of  the  accused  lay  at  stake,  it  was 
resolved  to  put  a  secular  person  at  the  head  of  the 
commission,  who,  after  the  examination,  and  the 
report  of  the  commissioners,  was  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence, with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  punishment 
which  the  fault  of  the  criminal  might  deserve.  The 
artful  grand  master,  without  seeming  to  be  any 
further  concerned  in  it  than  justice  required  he 
should  be,  appointed  Augustin  de  Combe,  a  secular 
officer  of  the  island,  whose  fortune  he  had  made, 
for  that  employment;  he  was  a  corrupt  judge, 
a  man  capable  of  doing  any  thing  for  money.  He 
likewise  got  another  secular,  a  Spaniard  by  birth, 
to  be  chosen  solicitor  of  the  commission,  who  had  no 
merit  but  that  of  being  blindly  devoted  to  his  inte- 
rest: d'Omedes,  by  the  choice  of  these  judges,  had 
it  in  his  power  to  make  this  affair  take  what  turn  he 
should  think  proper. 

Upon  a  petition  presented  by  the  solicitor,  ex 
officio,  the  first  step  they  took  was  to  arrest  the  mar- 
shal, and  the  knights  Fuster,  de  Sousa,  and  Errera, 
who  had  the  greatest  hand  in  the  capitulation, 
tkough  after  a  very  different  manner.  As  the  loss 
of  the  place  concerned  the  emperor,  by  virtue  of 
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hifl  bein^  lord  parameiint;  tnd  that  Tri)poU  faffed  tH 
lome  tiiedsure  to  coyer  his  dominibni  m  Itelj,  Hn 
knighfi,  who  were  bom  hli  Mibjeett^  in  ordej  to 
make  their  eourt  to  him,  were  not  adiamed  to  iehse 
their  ^neral  themsetves,  becante  he  was  A  ¥rendi«- 
man;  and  to  throw  him  into  a  horrible  AnAgtumi 
where  he  had  not  the  least  light  to  comfort  him« 
The  grand  master,  deeming  his  destmctiim  ineri* 
table,  and  imagining  he  was  no  longer  obl%ed  to 
keep  any  measures,  thought  proper,  in  order  to  de* 
priye  him  of  all  succonn  to  forbid,  under  severe  p€« 
nalties,  any  knights  offering  to  solicit  in  hb  favour; 
and  that  because  the  enormity  of  the  crime,  and  the 
Interest  of  the  state  wasconeerhed  in  it.  By  another 
order  he  enjoined  the  comuttssaries  to  reject  all  the 
reasons  he  might  give  for  excepting  against  the 
Witnesses ;  and  that  they,  without  having  any  regard 
either  to  the  condition  or  the  reputation  of  the  de^ 
ponents,  should  admit,  ll^thout  distinction,  tiietOK 
timony  of  all  such  persons  as  sholiid  oflfer  themSdres^ 
and  that  they  should  not  oblige  them  to  be  eon* 
fronted  with  the  accused :  00  timt,  on  tke  whole, 
tiiey  could  scarce  pdssibly  have  taken  surer  mea-^ 
sutes  for  the  speedy  dtsputeh  of  an  innocent  permn. 
This  new  system  of  law  was  the  occasion  that, 
among  the  witnesses  wliieh  the  solicitor  admitted^ 
there  appeared  soiiie  who  weve  villains  convict,  as 
well  as  fellows  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  blackest 
crimes;  such  was  Dominic  Cabiilan,  a  Spaniafd/ 
whose  tcfstimony  was  allowed,  notwithstanding  his 
having  been  judteially  convicted  and  condemned  of 
foigery ;  such  was  Venegas^  <anotiier  Spaniard,  wh6, 
after  having  renounced  our  SaYionr,  and  embraeed 
the  Mahometan  religion,  plunging  still  deeper  in 
Ihiquity,  had  sold  his  own  children  to  th«  infidels: 
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1&U  viHam  they  had  brought  from  Afiicai  piirposeiy 
that  he  ini|^ht  mike  his  deporiticm  ag^init  the  mar* 
ihaL  Such,  in  a  word,  was  one  of  the  ^nners  in, 
Tripoli,  who  had  been  seized  in.  the  very  act  of 
going  6verto  the  infidels,  and  would  infallibly  have 
been  executed  but  for  the  marshal's  cleniency.  AU 
good  men  were  infinitely  concerned  to  see  Ihat  they 
were  resolved  to  destroy  that  nobleman  at  any  rate ; 
but  the  cabal  was  so  strong,  and  they  hard  made  hii 
cause  so  very  odious,  that  no  one  durst  open  his 
mouth  in  his  favour. 

The  chevalier  de  Vittegaguon  was  the  only  per« 
son  w4to,  in  spite  of  the  grand  master's  ordeis  to  the 
coMrary,  was  generous  enough  to  undertake  his 
defencie,  wherein  heae<)uitted  himself  with  invin- 
cible courage.  He  declinred  publicly,  that  it  was 
very  extraordinary^  since  Tripoli  had  been  Idst  only 
by  the  negligence,  and  perhaps  the  avarice  of  those 
whose  business  it.  was  to  fortify  it,  and  throw  sue- 
cours  into  the  plsice,  that  they  should  neverthieletf 
pretend  to  make  the  marshlil  responsible  for  another 
man's  fault  Upcm  these  complaints,  which  w«re 
libought  very  reasonable,  that  nobleman's  friends, 
and  most  of  the  French  knights,  began  to  open 
their  eyes»  and  to  reproach  themselves  for  having 
been  made  the  tools  of  the  passion  and  hatred  of 
d^Omedes.  The  grand  master,  to  prevent  any  e£Rs<it 
of  their  testimony,  and  the  accounts  they  might 
^nd  4nto  the  sereml  nations  of  Christendom,  had 
recourse  a  second  time  to  the  venal  pen  of  his  con- 
fidents, itU  of  whom  he  dbliged  to  write  unto  their 
i^spective  countries  as  follows,  that  the  grand 
master,  being  denrous  of  having  the  marshal  tried 
fyr  selling  Tripoli  to  the  infidels,  the  greatest  psirt 
of  the  French  knights^  fro&i  an  ap)prehension  that 


or  iDiaroy  upon  tne  language,  naa  taken  up  arms, 
and  were  actually  besieging  the  grand  master  in 
the  castle  of  St.  Angela 

This  news,  though  utterly  false,  raised  a  terrible 
indignation  against  the  French  knights  in  fora^a 
countries,  where  they  were  never  mentioned  but  aa 
so  many  rebels;  so  that  one  would  have  thought 
that  the  single  quality  of  being  a  Frenchman  was 
a  crime  which  they  could  not  expiate  but  by  death. 

D'Omedes  haying  got  the  start  of  them  by  these 
letters, and  prejudiced  the  world  against  the  French, 
did  his  utmost  to  bring  this  great  affair  to  a  speedy 
condusion;  and  before  such  time  as  the  truth  could 
be  cleared  up,  the  solicitor,  ex  qficio,  in  concert 
with  him,  brought  up  a  set  of  new  witnesses:  ViUe- 
gagnon,  discovering  immediately  thiU  they  were 
suborned,  complained  of  it  to  the  commissionera, 
brought  them  convincing  proofs  of  the  subornation, 
and  represented  to  them,  that  supposing  the  grand 
master  had  forbid  the  marshal,  under  pretence  that 
it  was  a  state  crime,  to  except  against  them  in  any 
manner,  that  it  yet  was  their  business  to  admit  at 
least  of  the  testimony  of  none  but  such  as  they 
knew  to  be  men  of  probity :  but  those  knights,  be- 
ing wholly  devoted  to  the  grand  master,  answered 
him  coldly,  that  that  inquiry  related  only  to  the  so* 
licitor  of  the  cause;  that  as  for  themselves,  their 
business  was  only  to  take  th^r  depositions  in  the 
very  terms  they  made  them,  and  that  they  were 
equally  disposed  to  hear  such  as  he  should  produce, 
either  for  or  against  the  charge;  adding,  that  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  Kmoirrs  of  halta.  675* 

Areeflcore  persons,  all  men  of  hnov^n  integrity,  ap- 
peared in  that  small  space  of  time,  and  deposed  in 
tiie  manhars  favour,  and,  hy  their  testimony,  en- 
tirely invalidated  the  depositions  iiirhich  the  false 
witnesses  had  made.     At  last  the  commissioner^ 
made  their  report,  and  the  secular  judge  pronounced 
sentence  in  full  council,  i^'hich  was  to  this  effect; 
that,  in  the  loss  of  Tripoli,  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  marshal  and  the  other  knights  had  been  guilty 
of  any  treachery  or  intelligence  with  the  enemy; 
that  the  misfortune  was  entirely  owing  to  the  cow-* 
ardice  of  the  Calabrians;  that  there  were  indeed  no 
imperial  constitutions  or  laws  which  inflicted  any 
punishment  in  such  a  ease  upon  a  governor  and  his 
officers,  but  that,  by  the  statutes  of  the  order,  de^ 
gradation  was  the  penalty  incurred  by  every  go- 
vernor who  should  abandon  a  place  with  which  he 
had  been  entrusted,  without  express  leave  from  the 
grand  master  and  the  council;  in  consequence 
whereof  he  concluded,  by  one  and  the  same  sentence, 
that  the  habit  of  the  order  and  the  cross  should  be 
taken  away  from  the  marshal,  and  from  the  knights 
8ousa,  Errera^  and  Fuster,  as  accomplices  in  the 
loss  of  Tripoli. 

.  The  grand  master  discovered,  by  an  air  of  discon* 
tent,  that  he  was  not  pleased  with  this  sentence :  the 
sole  reason  of  his  having  comprehended  the  Spanish 
knights  in  the  accusation  was  in  order  to  prevent 
any  suspicion  of  his  having  proceeded  against  the 
marshal  merely  from  national  hatred ;  and  he  was 
mweover  in  hopes,  that  after  he  had  got  him  con-» 
demned,  he  should  be  able  to  And  out  occasions  and 
pretences  to  get  his  countrymen  acquitted.  The 
sentence  of  the  judge  disconcerted  all  his  measures* 
h^,  in  order  to  retnedy  it  if  possible,  he  represented 
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to  the  council,  with  a  pretended  moderation,  aad  ao 
affected  modcitj*  that,  in  hit  optnbn,  the  judge,  in 
order  to  pnt  an  end  to  so  important  an  afiair,  had? 
been  somewhat  too  hasty  in  pnanonneWigf  sentence 
a^inst  these  difierent  persons ;  that  he  apprehended, 
as  there  wapa  n^reat  diffbrence  between  the  fkolt  of 
each  criminal;  different  peiiaUiM  onght  to  be  in- 
ficted  on  them ;  that,  for  the  present,  the  judgment 
which  had  lieen  pronouneed  against  the  4Daiabal 
ought  to  stand  good,  font  that  thjst  of  the  ojBBaera 
ought  to  be  superseded,  tn  onder  to  judge  ei^  of 
then  separately,  aceoiding  to  the  dififeiisnt  nature 
of  the  crimes  whereof  they  stood  convietod. 

The  judge  perceiTiog  tiiat  he  had  disobliged  the 
grand  master  by  this  general  scMenoo  whieh  ho 
had  projiounced  again8t;all  the  knpeaehed,  changed 
his  immk  wiithout  any  sense  ^f  modesty  or  shame, 
notwithstanding  hishaFinggi^ren  judgment  foni  4hs 
moment  before;  and,  in  'Onder  to  fiaciiy  the  gran^ 
master,  madea  new  decimsn,  exempting  the  Spanish 
oflBcees  Cvom  the^aemlnentenctf  in  ^nhiohltaoy  had 
heen  inchided,  anddeelaMdhy  usty  of  evptonation, 
that  Although  he  had  ^ooademned  them  sill  to  the 
same  penalty,  their  faults  were  notwithstandkig  of 
a  very  differont  nature ;  when  the  hnififf  %hiJlkig. 
of  the  lai^ttage  of tGennany,  dirncting  his  disconne 
toJihe  Judgcu  aaxd,  wt$hMdighaiibn,''^  Are  not  yon 
the  /most  prc^gatiel  €ellow  iWnig,  to  diaage  your 
sentiments  in  a  moment,  mt  the  least  sign  of  the 
^rand'master^s  dick^oiiteiitl  You  just  now  gisre  a 
definiltye  sentence,  flhat  ;as  tbeit^ifieached  had  iiesn 
equally  guilty  ofithe  jNimcfisott,  they  ought  oH^o 
nudergbjUiet  same  .punishment;  and  amoaietttrafltiv 
vrardsyon  cfhretend.to  jepasate  :ihe.  fudts^jasnt'drfer 
Ihe  »m%mii^ts9i9Aik^m/;*^^a^ 
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wreteh  m  he  is/'  said  the  chevalier  Nugaez,  of  the 
langaage  of  Castile;  and  turning  to  the  grand 
master^  *'  Twill  never  suffer/*  says  he  tohim,  "the 
sentence  which  has  been  pronounced  against  the 
marshal  to  be  executed,  unless  the  same  penalty  be 
at  the  same  time  inflicted  upon  the  rest/' 

All  the  assembly  declaring  themselves  to  be  of 
the  same  opinion,  the  grand  master  pretended  to 
come  into  it ;  but  as  he  was  vexed  that  his  prey  had 
in  some  measure  escaped  him,  and  that  he  could 
not  destroy  the  marshal  only,  as  he  had  proposed  to 
do,  he  desired  to  be  heard  a  moment ;  he  then  re^ 
presented  to  them,  that,  although  they  had  ordered 
that  all  the  criminals  riiould  be  punished  at  the 
same  time,  it  yet  would  be  but  justice  to  make 
some  difference  between  their  crimes  atfd  the  pu- 
nishment which  they  deserved;   that  the  marshal 
and  the  chevalier  Fuster  seemed  to  him  more  guilty 
than  the  rest ;  the  one  for  having  negociated  the 
capitulation,  and  the  other  for  having  abandoned 
the  place  of  which  he  was  governor ;  and  whei^eas 
two  such  great  crimes  might  perhaps  deserve  to  be 
punbhed  with  death,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  council  to  give  themselves 
no  further  trouble  about  it,  but  refer  the  definitive 
sentence  to  the  secular  judge,  who  had  already  ta* 
ken  cognisance  of  the  affair.     This  corrupt  judge 
having  varied  in  so  scandalous  a  manner  but  a  mo- 
ment before',  made  them  reject  him  with  clamour, 
notwithstanding  which  the  grand  master  insisted 
positively  on  his  being  nominated;  but  the  judge, 
finding  that  the  warmer  part  of  the  council  loaded 
him  with  invectives,  would  not  proceed  any  further, 
under  pretence,  that  as  he  had  pronounced  sentence 
already,  he  could  not  give  judgment  twice  in  the 

VOL.  If.  4  R 
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saipe  affair.  The  ^rand  oiastetj  eniBged  a4  his  m»t 
hfiing  able  to  carry  hU  poiat^  pqt  off  the  affair  till 
another  time,  ordered  the  secretary  of  the  comicil 
to  register  all  that  had  passed,  and  brofc«  up  the 
assembly^ 

In  the  meantime,  sneh  as  were  enemies  to  the 
French  hing  and  his  kingdom,  had  ao  sooner  heard 
of  the  letters  nvhich  the  grand  itiaatef  had  caused  to 
be  sent  into  their  territories,  but  they  reported  that 
the  French  ambassador  had  delivered  up  Tripoli  to 
the  infidels,  and  had  retnmed  to  Malta,  in  order  to 
1st  them  into  that  island;  and  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  grand  master's  vigilanoe,  all  thekaigfats 
would  have  hceu  cut  to  pieces,  and  Gbristendom 
thereby  have  losi  a  place  which  served  as  a  bulwark 
to  Sicily  and  all  Italy.  The  king,  highly  resenting 
these  reports;,  so  derogatory  to  his  glory,  and  the 
honour  of  the  nation,  di^tched  a. gentleman  inor« 
dinary  of  his  houshoM  to  the  grand  master.    This 
gentleman's  name  was  du  Belloy,  who  delivered 
hira  a  letter  from  his  majesty,  dated  the  last  day  of 
December,  wher^n  that  prince,  after  complaining 
grievously  of  the  infamous  reports  which  had  been 
S{Nread against hies  ambassador,  desired  tobeinfisrmed 
plainly  and  truly,  whether  d'Aramon  was  really 
guilty  of  the  crimes  which  were  laid  to  his  chaige, 
*'  in  order  that  if  he  should  be  convicted  he  might 
punish  him  as  the  greatness  of  his  crime  deserved; 
or,  if  he  was  innoceut,  he  might  be  justified  by  his 
testimony  among  foreign  nations,  where  he  had  been 
so  ,barbarousiy  defamed.  'V 

Thisgeatlemau's  arrival^  and  the  letter  he  faronght 
with  him,  gave  the  grand  master  the  utmost  uuea- 
siuess;  the  spreading  of  whispers  covertly,  the  send* 
ing  of  anonymous  letters^  or  subscribing  them  with 
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the^  names  of  inconsiderable  persons,  wfLs  a  game 
that  was  not  to  be  plajed  with  so  great  a  monarch 
as  Henry  II.,  in  an  afibir  which  concerned  his  ho- 
nour ;  he  was  now  forced  to  speak  out  plainly,  and 
advance  nothing  but  what  he  was  able  to  maintain 
before  the  face  of  all  Christendom. 

D'Omedes,  in  order  not  to  expose  himself  to  any 
dispute,  and  to  extricate  himself  out  of  the  difficulty 
be  was  under,  laid  the  king's  letter  before  the  cgun* 
ci),  where  it  waa  read ;  after  which  he  asked  the 
lords  then  present  what  were  their  sentiments  about 
the  answer  that  should  be  made  to  it.  All  the  as^ 
sembly  were  unanimous  in  their  resolution  of  return^ 
ing  this  anawer  to  the  king,  that  the  order,  6ar  from 
baling  any  reason  to  complain  of  his  ambassador's 
conduct,  had  nothing  but  thanks  to  return  his  ma« 
jesty  for  all  the  good  offices  they  had  received  from 
him,  whreh  engaged  the  whole  order  more  than  eyer 
to  an  eternity  of  acknowledgments.  The  council 
otdered  their  aecretary,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw 
kp  this  letter,  or  rather  get  it  signed  by  the  grand 
mst^,  and  deliver  it  to  the  king's  envoy,  or  etscf 
to  the  chevalier  de  Yillegagnon,  who  was  to  retnni 
w4th  him. 

*  D'Omedes^  who  still  persisted  in  his  secret  design 
of  destroying  both  the  ambassador  and  the  marshal^ 
ioon  repeated  of  his  hariag  referred  to  the  council 
&e  answering  of  a'  letter  which  had  been  directed 
to  hitiiself  only;  in  order  therefore  to  elude  the 
proofs'  which  might  be  drawn  from  it  in  favour  of 
the  persons  accused,  he  sent  for  the  secretary,  and 
without  giving  him  to  know  what  use  he  dtesigne^ 
fO'make  of  the  letter,  he  only  told:  htm,  that  as  it 
was  dir^eted  to  a  groat' king*  and  rdated  to  an  af<« 
iHirof  so  dd^icftloiinatOFe^  the^tormsof  it  09u{il 


He  unenaea  to  comer  wiin  mm  aooui  ii  ai  leirare; 
and  that  in  case  the  French  gentleman^  or  de  Vil- 
legagnon,  should  ask  for  it^  he  should  find  out  some 
excuse  to  decline  giving  it  to  them  ;  and  then  re- 
commending secrecy  to  him,  he  dismissed  him. 

Yillegagnon  haying  let  some  days  pass  over,  and 
finding  that  the  secretary,  during  that  time,  had 
not  taken  care  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  council, 
he*  asked  him  the  reason  of  it.  The  secretary,  pur- 
suant to  the  grand  master's  orders,  excused  himself 
on  the  specious  reason  of  a  multitude  of  busiueis; 
and,  in  order  to  amuse  him,  promised  to  bring  him 
the  letter  as  soon  as  possible;  but  weeks  passed 
away  without  their  b^ng  able  to  get  it  out  of  his 
hands.  These  pretended  delays  made  Yillegagnon 
suspect,  that  some  ill  design  was  again  upon  the 
anvil ;  and,  in  order  to  trace  it  to  the  bottom,  he 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost,  and,  moreover,  set 
all  those  knights  to  work,  who,  like  himself,  had  in^ 
terested  themselves  in  the  marshal's  defence.  At  last 
he  discovered,  as  he  himself  relates,  that  the  grand 
master  had  had  some  secret  conferences  with  the 
judge  who  had  tried  the  impeached ;  that  he  had 
reproached  him  with  hb  weakness  in  having  de* 
sisted  from  his  commission  upon  the  complaints 
which  had  been  raised  against  him  in  the  council; 
that  the  grand  master  had  said  further,  that  he  waa 
still  strong  enough,  in  spite  of  the  opposite  cabal, 
to  get  a  revision  of  that  very  prosecution  referred 
to  him ;  but  that  he  woul4  never  forgive  him,  if  he 
should  vary  a  second  time  in  his  sentence ;  and  that, 
to  oblige  him  to  keep  his  word,  he  endeavoured  to 
force  him  to  sign  a  bond  to  pay  him  five  hundred 
ducats  of  gold,  in  cas^  he  did  not  act  in  the  whole 
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prosecution  exactly  as  he  should  prescri 
The  persons,  from  whom  Yillegagnor 
advice,  told  him  further,  that  the  judge 
the  fear  he  was  under  of  losing  his  post,     i 
the  grand  master's  favour,  had  promised  i    i 
every  thing  he  had  required  of  him ;  that    i 
master,  after  having  got  this  security  i    ; 
delivered  him  a  memorial,  containing  cei    • 
and  articles,  which  he  was  to  interrogate    i 
shal  upon,  ordering  him,  at  the  same  tin   , 
case  he  either  denied  them,  or  should  refi  i 
awer,  to  put  him  to  the  torture,  in  ordc 
him,  by  the  violence  of  the  torments,  to  o\  i 
had  delivered  up  Tripoli  to  the  Turks,     i 
d'Aramon's  solicitation.    They  likewise 
him,  that  the  grand  masteV  had  owned  to  t 
that  the  hopes  of  extorting  this  confession  1 
in  order  to  send  it  to  the  king,  had  beei 
reason  of  hiiB  having  so  long  deferred  givii  | 
iwer  to  that  prince's  envoy,  and  that  i 
only  way  he  had  left  to  extricate  himseK 
nour  out  of  an  affair  in  which  both  his  di{  i 
glory  were  endangered,  and  which  could  b  ! 
only  by  the  destruction  of  the  persons  im]  i 
Yillegagnon  does  not  naipe  the  person  I 
he  owed  the  discovery  of  the  plot ;  eithe 
he  had  been  engaged  to  secrecy,  or  else, 
because  it  came  from  the  judge  himself,  w  I 
well  be  afraid  to  take  on  himself,  without 
the  council  first  obtained,  to  put  one  of 
officers  of  the  order  to  the  rack ;  and  was  I 
Bot  sorry,  that  the  rumour  of  this  plot  mi  | 
vent  its  execution,  and  at  the  same  time  ii 
that  coQsiderable  sum  he  had  so  imprudentl;  j 
himself  to  pay  to  the  grand  manter.    Be  I 
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will»  Villegagnon  having  a  fuH  account  of  this  hor* 
rible  design,  went  to  the  conncil,  and  demanded, 
in  the  name  of  the  king's  envoy,  that  they  uonld 
deliver  him  the  letter  which  he  was  to  carry  to  that 
prince;  representing,  that  if  they  should  defer*his 
departure  but  never  so  little,  the  season  would  be 
so  far  advanced,  that  there  would  be  no  venturing 
^ut  to  sea:  **  However,''  added  Villegagnon,  "  ia 
case  the  council  should  have  changed  their  aentii* 
ments,  it  may  perhaps  be  sufficient,  in  order  to  coo* 
vince  the  king  of  hia  ambassador's  innocence,  ta 
send  him  the  result  of  the  examinationaof  the  com* 
missioners,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  sentence 
pronounced  by  the  secular  judge ;  by  which  instru«* 
ments  alone  that  monarch  will  plainly  see,  that  the 
^  capitulation  of  Tripoli  was  not  in  the  least  owing  to 
^ny  treachery  or  intelligence  of  d'Aramou  and  th^ 
marshal  with  the  infidels,  but  that  the  loss  of  it  was 
wholly  owiog  to  the  cowardice  and  rebellion  of  fha 
Calabriau  soldiecs/' 

A  knight  of  the  priory  of  Aquitain,  who  was  a 
great  partisan  of  d'Qmedesi,  replied,  that  all  tki 
king  desired  was,  to  be  informed  of  his  ambassador'l 
conduct  in  Africa,  and  that  therefore  they  were 
only  to  answer  to  that  point.  The  grand  nfeaster  was 
overjoyed  to  meet  n^ith  a  main  who  opposed  thepro^ 
potal  of  YUlegagnf^n^p  whom  he  jfidged  ta  be  too 
able  a  man  to  require. a  copy,  of  the  proce^ings 
agaiast  the»  impeached,  but  with  the  view- of  carry^ 
iji^  ^e  king  the  mopt  irrefragable  proofs-  of  d'Ara^ 
son's,  ijinois^nee.  And«  fiadiog  that  that  French 
kuight  was  always  thwartinghin^  he  sternly  aske4 
him,  where  h^  hail  learned  that  ihe  order  was 
obliged)  to  .glvejseenlaa  poritaCiesiaA  account  of  their 
OTimiaak  pRlceetUi^a;  ^^wg^  Ibeir^  kjii^k  ^^j 
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never  intended,  (replied  ViUeg8gnan)»to  adyai 
such  a  proposition;  all  that  I  designed  was,  thai 
lieu  of  the  letter  which  the  council  ordered,  a 
which  has  not  been  yet  drawn  up,  the  king  mij 
think  it  sufficient  for  his  minister's  justification, 
have  the  testimony  of  the  Very  judge  of  the  i 
peached,  who  declares,  in  the  sentence,  that 
minister  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  unlawful  prs 
tice,  or  criminal  intelligence  with  respect  to  i 
capitulation.    However,  since  you  order  me,  (c< 
tinned  the  knight,  addressing  himself  to  the  gra 
master),  to  giye  you  an  account  of  my  particul 
reasons  for  desiring  that  copies  of  those  proceedin 
might  be  sent  to  France,  I  will  give  it  you  with  i 
the  openness  and  sincerity  which  I  profess,  and, 
the  same  time,  with  all  the  deference  and  respect 
owe  to  you,  and  to  the  august  assembly  befo 
which  I  speak/* 

Then  raising  his  voice,  and  putting  on  a  nob 
and  resolute  air,  **  there  hath  been,  for  some  da 
past.  Sir,  (continued  he,  still  addressing  himself 
the  grand  master),  a  report  spread  abroad,  whit 
reflects  highly  on  your  honour,  uhich  is,  that  in 
private  conference  that  passed  between  you  and 
Combe,  you  agreed  to  carry  on  a  new  prosecutic 
against  the  marshal;  that  that  unjust  judge  has  ei 
gaged  to  put  him  to  the  rack,  and  to  force  him,  b 
the  violence  of  the  torture,  to  confess  crimes  he  w^ 
never  guilty  of;  upon  which  he  is  to  condemn  hii 
to  death,  and  that  after  his  execution,  his  confei 
sion  is  to  be  given  instead  of  the  letter  which  th 
council  has  ordered  to  be  written  to  the  king.  Thii 
we  are  told,  is  the  only  reason  of  that  pretende 
delay  which  the  secretary  makes  in  giving  the  lei 
ter  to  that  prince's  envoy/' 
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The  gprand  master  fell  into  a  passion  at  this  dia^ 
course:  and  darting  6re  from  his  eyes,  and  all  ia^ 
flamed  with  rage,  he  commanded  him  to  declare 
publicly  from  whom  he  had  had  such  scandalous 
reports.  ''  The  name  of  the  author  is  not  at  present 
the  business,  (  replied  >ViIlegagnon  with  great 'mo* 
desty ; )  the  only  question  at  this  time  is,  to  know 
from  yourself  whether  the  fact  be  true  or  false." 
*f  Utterly  false,''  cried  thegrand  master.  **  Declare, 
Sir,  before  the  whole  assembly,  (  replied  Yillegag* 
Hon),  that  you  acquit  your  judge  of  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  ducats  of  gold,  which  he  stands  bound  to 
pay  you,  in  case  he  does  not  pass  sentence  of  death 
upon  the  marshal/'  At  these  terrible  words  the 
grand  ro^ister  immediately  changed  colour,  and  ap^ 
peared  in  the  utmost  confusion ;  his  head  was  quite 
turned,  so  that  he  was  not  master  of  himself;  when» 
being  enraged  to  see  himself  attacked  so  warmly 
by  one  of  his  inferiors,  he  fell  upon  him  with  a  tor- 
rent of  abusive  language.  But  Villegagnon,  think* 
ing  it  suflBcient  to  have  acquainted  the  council  with 
his  ill  designs,  withdrew  from  the  assembly  ;  the 
members  whereof^  being  justly  incensed  at  all  these 
villainous  conspiracies,  appointed  another  jadgOt 
and  ordered  the  secretary,  under  very  severe  pe- 
nalties, to  lay  aside  all  affairs,  and  deliver  that  very 
day  to  the  king's  envoy,  or  to  Villegagnon,  the  let- 
ter which  had  been  written  to  that  prince,  in  the 
form,  and  in  the  very  words  in  which  he  had  been 
directed  to  draw  it  up. 

However  positive  these  orders  might  be,  the  se- 
cretary, who  wasoneof  thegrand  roaster's  creatures, 
durst  not  execute  them  without  first  consulting  with 
him ;  he  therefore  went  privately  to  his  palace,  wrote 
the  letter  before  him»  gave  a  new  turn  to  it,  and. 
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instead  of  taking  notice  in  it,  as  the  council  had  or- 
dered htok  to  do,  that  d'Arainon,  far  from  having;* 
contributed  to  the  loss  of  Tripoli,  had,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  keep  the 
bai^ba  from  laying  siege  to  it;  he,  I  say,  instead  of 
these  terms,  so  v#ry  express  in  favour  of  d'AraiPon'S 
innocence,  inserted  a  clause  which  related  only  to 
the  time  of  the  writing  of  that  letter;  and  raoreovef 
made  the  grand  master  say,  that  the  council  had  not 
as  yet  discoTered  any  thing  wherewith  they  cpuld 
charge  d'Aramon.  D'Omedes  by  this  clause,  and 
nnder  pretence  that  new  impeachments  might  arise, 
reserved  to  himself  a  power  of  reviving,  on  some 
other  occasion,  the  impeachment  that  had  Ibeen 
bronght  against  d'Aramon, 

The  letter  drawn  up  in  this  manner,  and  dated 
the  17th  of  November,  was  delivered  to  Villegag* 
Qon,  who  soon  saw  through  the  artifice :  upon  which 
be  carried  it  immediately  to  the  council  to  complain 
ajbout  it;  and  the  lords  of  which  it  was  composed, 
ashamed  of  such  a  series  of  frauds,  took  upon  tkem« 
selves  to  draw  it  up,  which  the  grand  master,  aftev 
what  had  passed,  durst  not  refuse  to  set  his  hand  tOt 
:  That  lord,  after  thanking  the  king  for  all  tho 
marks  of  kindness  with  which  he  had  been  pleased 
to  honour  him,  added  these  very  words,  as  M*  do 
Thou,  a  famous  hbtorian,  who  was  alive  at  that  time^ 
relates  :  "  As  to  what  your  majesty  desires  of  me, 
I,  in  order  to  satisfy  your  will  and  command,  dev 
clare,  that  d*Aramon  arriving  here  on  the  first  day 
Qf  Angnsti  with  two  galleys  and  a  brigantine,  and 
having  been  received  according  to  his  quality, 
showed  us  the  order  you  had  given  him  at  bis  set^ 
ting  out  for  Constantinople,  to  visit  us  in  his  passage, 
and  to  assure  u|  of  your  disposition  t«  i^t^  Vtl 
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ana  endeavour  to  aisstiaae  tne  Daua  from  laying 
•iege  to  Tripoli^  if  he  had  tiot  already inTested  it) 
or  that  in  case  he  should  lind  it  actually  bemeged^ 
to  make  use  of  your  inaje6t5^*8  glorioui  natnci  and 
his  own  credit,  to  engage  him  to  raise  the  ftiege; 
that  d^Aiamon  cheerluUy  embraced  this  occasionof 
doin^  service  to  the  order^  but  that  the  Turkish  gt* 
neral  having  been  deaf  to.  all  his  intreaties,  he  re« 
turned  hither,  without  being  able  to  prevail  in  any 
tOke  article;  that  he  declared  publicly  before  the 
€ouncil  of  our  order  how  highly  he  was  concerned 
i6T  the  loss  of  Tripoli ;  assuring  us  withal,  that  he 
bad  omitted  nothing  in  his  poVrer  that  might  eon* 
tribute  to  the  giving  us  the  satisfaction  we  desired 
of  himi  as  having  your  majesty's  express  commands 
to  that  purpose*    Moreover  we^  in  order  that  the 
whole  world  may  be  acquainted  with  the  tmesonrca 
Of  this  tuisfbrtune,  have  caused  informations  to  be 
taken  on  all  sidei :  and,  after  the  strictest  inquiry 
that  could  possibly  be  nnade  in  this  affair,  we  have 
Hot  discovered  any  thing  that  could  any  way  indoca 
US  to  believe  that  d'Aramon  ever  contributed  in  the 
least,  or  used  any  solicitations  whatsoever  for  the 
surrender  of  the  place :  so  far  from  that,  our  knights^ 
Who  had  been  made  prisoners  at  that  time^  informed 
IIS  on  their  return,  that  he  was  not  only  clear  erf"  all 
manner  of  blame,   hut  had  moreover  obliged  our 
ordt  r  by  an  in6nite  number  of  good  offices ;  the  re* 
port  therefbre,  which  has  been  rumoured  up  and 
down  to  the  contrary,  is  very  unjust,  and  against 
all  manner  of  reason^  &c/' 

*'  This  letter,  a  copy  whereof  is  \tk  my  custodyi 
(s^ys  M.  de  Thou,  at  the  end  of  his  seventh  book,) 
was  afterwards  sent  by  the  king  to  aU  his  ambas«^ 
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meam  they  put  a  stop  to  the  ill  reports  vhich  th# 
Imperiaiisti  had  spread  abroad^  so  Yery  prejudicial 
to  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  French.  The 
whole  nation  owed  this  fignal  piece  of  service  to 
VilIegagnon*8  zeal  and  address;  and  as  this  knight 
was  no  less  master  of  his  pen  than  he  was  of  his 
sword,  he  published  an  excellent  memorial  atMaltaj* 
which  he  dispersed  over  all  Europe^  and  which  is 
iitill  presc^rved ;  by  which  it  is  manifest,  that  the 
grand  master,  from  a  principle  of  avarice,  and  an 
invincible  obstinacy,  had  diverted  the  succoum 
which  might  possibly  have  saved  Tripoli  another 
way. 

As  for  my  own  part,  however/ t^ithout  pretending^ 
to  speak  in  a  decisive  manner  in  so  nice  an  afiair, 
t  cannot  think  but  that  the  treachery  of  the  rene<* 
gado  of  Provence,  who  discovered  the  weakest 
places  in  Tripoli  to  the  Turks;  the  rebellion  of  the 
loldiers;  the  great  fear  the  two  Spanish  knights 
were  in,  and  their  intelligence  with  the  mutineers; 
and»  in  a  word,  the  govemor>  too  easy  credulity^ 
and  the  grand  master's  positiveness  against  putting 
any  succours  into  the  place,  were  the  cause  of  their 
hasty  capitulation,  as  well  as  the  reason  why  the 
besieged,  before  taking  such  a  step,  did  not,  like 
their  predecessors,  hold  out  till  such  time  as  they 
•hould  be  reduced  to  a  greater  extremity.  The  mar^ 
ahal  paid  sufficiently  afterwards  for  his  imprudence 
in  going  oat  of  his  fortress,  by  the  long  imprison- 
YD^nt  he  suffered;  but  the  grand  master,  who,  as 
vre  have  already  observed,  caused  the  other  im- 
peached knights  to  be  arrested,  for  no  other  reason 
but  because  he  could  not  separate  their  cause  from 
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Ub»  got  ^eoi  {MT^^ed  as  6oon  d&  posaihle :  and,  as 
in  all  l<tnd9  of  gayerqmei»t.  whatever,  that  man  who 
hav  the  difposal  4^  the  freferments  and  dignitieSj  ia 
f  enerally  master  at  the  s^me  time  of  the  Totes^ 
d'Om^des  had  interest  emms^.  to  engage  most  of 
the  great  crosses,  who  composed  the  couucil,  to  coq^ 
sent  to  thtir  being  set  at  UNrty. 
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